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INTRODUCTION* 

[Eugenie  Grandet  appeared  first  in  Vol.  I.  of  the  first  edition 
of  the  "Scenes  de  la  Vie  de  Province"  in  1834,  the  first  of  its 
seven  chapters  having  previously  appeared  in  L'Europe  Lit- 
teraire,  September  19,  1833.  An  edition  followed  in  1839, 
and  in  1813,  with  chapter  divisions  suppressed,  the  novel  en- 
tered the  "Scenes  of  Provincial  Life"  of  the  "Comedy."  The 
chief  characters,  with  two  trivial  exceptions,  do  not  reappear; 
unimportant  use  is  made  of  several  characters  figuring  else- 
where in  the  "Comedv." 

Etude  dc  Fcmme  was  printed  first  in  La  Mode,  Jfarch  12, 
1830.  The  next  year  it  made  part  of  the  "Romans  et  Contea 
Philosophiques."  In  1835  it  was  entitled  "Profil  de  Mar- 
(juise"  and  in.«erted  in  the  first  edition  of  the  "Scenes  de  la 
Vie  Parisienne."  In  1842  it  resumed  its  former  title  and  en- 
tered the  "Scenes  de  la  Vie  Privce"  of  the  "Comedy."  Its 
hero.  Rastignac,  was  destined  to  be,  perhaps,  the  leading  per- 
sonage of  the  "Comedy."  The  LLstomeros  appear  in  several 
other  books,  and  are  connected  with  the  Grandlieus  and  other 
distinguished  persons.  The  "Horace"  who  tells  the  stor>'  is 
the  young  physician,  Bianchon,  who  relates  the  tale  of  "La 
Grande  Breteche"  in  the  sketch  that  follows. 

Autre  Etude  de  Fcmme  appeared  first  as  a  whole  in  the 
"Scenes  de  la  Vie  Privee"  of  the  "Comedy"  in  1S42.  It  was 
made  up  of  stories  and  fragments  taken  from  works  not  re- 
printed in  tlie  "Comedie  Humaine."  For  example,  the  story 
of  the  Colonel's  mistress  had  appeare.1  in  1834:  and  the 
sketch  of  "la  femme  comme  ij  faut"  had  been  printed,  in  part 
at    least,    in    1840.      The    concluding    story,    "La    Grande 

•Copyright,  1900,  by  Thomas  Y.  Crowell  <3t  Compwiy. 
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j>|.,,,^.(,1k.;"— lii.n>   printed   ^cpanitcly— appt'iirod    for   tho  first 
linu'  in  is:iv'  ill  tho  "Scenes  de  la  Vie  Privee."     Then,  com- 
l.ined  with  .aiicr  stories  <>f  like  molif,  it  entered  tlie  "Provin- 
cial  Srene.-'"  and  snl)>e(jnently  ,-uiTered  various  otiu'r  adven- 
tures, for  an  aecount  vi  whieii  the  reader  nui>t  eonsult  Lovea- 
joul.      Vrw  of    liaizae's  stories,  aeeording  to   this  authority, 
were  more  labored  over.      It  will  be  referred  to  again  in  con- 
nection with  "I-a  Muse  dii  Deparlement."     "Antre  f'.tude  de 
reniiiie"  apjH'and  again  in  ISI."),  witli  a  changed  title,  along 
with  a  part  of  "Hratrix,"  the  connecting  liidc  being  Mile,  des 
'rouchr.-   ((Jeorge  Sand),  at   who.-e  table  de  Marsay  and  the 
other-  tell  their  stories.     As  for  the  characters  in  the  sketch, 
it    inu.-i    sulllee    to    say    that    liardly    anywhere    else    in    the 
'•("oniedy"  do  we  get  so  many  of  its  distinguished  personages 
1i.>rcther.      Hastignac.  Bianehon,  and  Blondet  we  have  met  be- 
fore in  -r.a  I'eau  de  Chagrin."     Joseph  Pridau  we  shall  meet 
oltcn — i-pccially  in  "Un  Menage  de  lian.on."     So  with  Mme. 
(fKspard.  the  heroine  of  "I/Interdiction"  ;  the  poet  Canalis, 
prominent    in    "Modeste   Mignon"";   Lord    Dudley:   the   gay 
Duchess  de   Maufrigneiise.  now   Princess  de  Cadignan,  who 
has  her  "M'crets"'  with  the  famous  writer,  d"Arthez  ;  Henri  de 
Marsay,  one  of  Palza("s  most  extraordinary  heroes;  the  Baron 
and  Baroness  de  Xucingm.  antl  several  others,  (ieneral  Mont- 
cornet   is  met  with  again  in  this  volume  and  later  in  "Les 
Pav-ans."     (MMit'ral   Moiitriveau  will  figure  especially  in  "La 
Duc'iesse  de  Langeais." 

A'/  rnir  ,lii  Mhi'nir  a|M)''.ire(l  fir>i  in  the  "Scenes  of  Private 
Life"  of  1S:?0.  It  followed  the  fortunes  of  these  "Scenes," 
I'liiering  the  "Comeily"  in  IS!.'.  Mines,  de  Vaudremont  and 
de  Lansae  do  not  reappear.  (londreville  is  important  in  "Une 
Teiirbrcnsr  A(Tair(\"  l.a  l!oehe-lliii:on  appears  frwiuently, 
aiid  liecomes  Rastignac's  brother-in-law.  The  other  characters 
arc  m(  1  with  in  "Les  Paysans"  and  occasionally  elsewhere. 
Ln  Fdiissi'  Maitrvssc  was  first  printed  in  the  Sif'tVp, December 
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24-28,  1841.  It  eiucred  the  "Seeiu's  de  la  Vie  Privee"  of  the 
"Comedy""  in  ltii-4.  In  1844  it  iippcarwl  with  -lu  Debut 
dans  la  \"ie.""  Its  dii'jf  chanietor  I'az  i.s  mentioned  in 
"Cousiue  Betto.""  La^in^ki  ha»  already  been  met  in  "Autre 
Etude  de  Feinme.""  His  wife  does  not  reap])ear,  but  her  sup- 
posed rival  ".Malaga"  does  (see  "Vn  Homme  d"  Alia  ires""). 
La  I'alferine  plays  the  part  of  a  dashing  .'^edueer  in  "Ueatrix 
and  elsewheie,  and  is  a  veritable  "Prinee  de  la  Boheme."'J 

With    the    present    volume    we    leave    the    "Philosophical 
Studies,  '  for  a  time  at  least,  and  enter  upon  those  two  sections 
of  the  "Studies  of  Manners"  whieli  Balzac  named  respectively 
"Scenes  of  Private  Life"  and  "Scenes  of  Provincial  Life." 
lu  other  words,  our  author  now  assumes  the  rOle  of  secretary 
or  historian  of  society,  and  no  longer  poses  as  philosopher  or 
mystic.     In  tlie  first  named  series  he  deals  ciiiellv  with  themes 
more  or  less  relating  to  home  life— with  marriage  contracts, 
with    balls,   with   legitimate  and   illegitimate   love,   with   the 
i)ringing  up  of  children,  and  the  like.     As  young  people  play 
a  rather  important  part  in  the  stories  of  the  group,  critics  have 
been  able  to  divide  the  "Comedy."  or  at  least  the  "Studies  of 
Manners,'"  according  to  the  chief  divisions  of  human  life— 
a  [)roeedure  that  seems  a  little  fanciful.     Vet  the  title  of  the 
group,  as  it  stands,  does  not  a{)poar  to  be  alwavs  appropriate, 
since  such  a  sketch  as  "Autre  fttude  de  Femme"'  would  fit  well 
into  the  "Scenes  of  Parisian  Life."     Then  again  the  second 
series,  devoted  to  the  narrow,  sordid  life  of  the  provinces  and 
their  chief  towns,  contains  stories  the  main  interest  of  which 
IS  connected  with  matters  of  domestic  life.     But  we  need  not 
accept    Balzac's    gifts    too    critically.      In    his    "Provincial 
Scenes"  he  gave  the  world  practically  a  new  form  of  fiction. 
He  was  the  first  to  unfold,  with  matchless  realism,  the  inter- 
esting dramas  enacted  in  provincial  towns  and  districts  where 
the  passions  and  foibles  of  men  and  women  can  develop  al- 

fVol.  V) 


Ill  INTRODTCTION 

most  uncheckefl.  Sinco  his  dtiy,  especially  in  our  own  genera- 
tion, "local  fiction"  has  been  widely  and  well  cultivated,  but 
no  one  has  equaled  the  author  of  "Eugenie  (iiaiidet"  and  "Le 
Cure  de  Tours."  It  would  he  rash  to  make  sucli  a  claim  wi«'- 
regard  to  the  "Scenes  of  I'rivate  Life,"  although  they  contaii 
some  excellent  stories.  Balzac  is  the  most  i)n)ri.und  observer 
of  th«  hkuiiun  lit.'Brt  t.hut  thp  eetitury  has  ])roduced, — so  at  least 
think  his  admirers,— hut  he  has  probably  recorded  his  observa- 
tions more  succes^fully  in  "Cousin  i'ons"  and  "Cousine  Bettc" 

Parisian  stories  both — than  in  all  his  domestic  novels  and 

tales  taken  together,     it  will  be  best,  however,  to  let  readers 
judge  of  this  matter  for  themselves. 

Readers  have  long  since  formed  their  judgment  of  "Eugenie 
Grandet."  With  the  exception  of  "Pere  Coriot,"  it  is  probably 
the  most  widely   read  and   most   thoroughly   admired  of  all 
Balzac's  works,      lie  himself,  during  its  composition,  wrote 
to  Mme.  llanska  that  it  was  "ravishing,"  but  later,  when  he 
found  that  the  j)ublic  was  disposed  to  compare  with  it  un- 
favorably subseiiuent  works  that  he  liked,  he  complained  rathor 
testily  of  its  popularity.     Both  he  and  the  public  were  right. 
Some  of   his  later  work,   for  example   the   "Splendeurs  et 
Miseres"  and  "Cousine  Bette,"  not  to  mention  "Seraphita," 
displayed  his  powers  on  a  broader  or  a  higher  scale.     On  the 
oth  i-  hand,  except  perhaps  in  "Pcre  Goriot,"  he  never  touched 
the  hearts  of  his  readers  so  profoundly  as  in  "Eugenie  Gran- 
det," he  never  elsewdiere  gave  to  his  work  that  cachet  of  the 
genius  who  can  deal  adequately  with  almost  infinite  powers 
and  passions.     In  "Eugenie  Grandet"  he  showed  himself  to  be 
practically  a  faultless  artist  and  hut  little  less  than  a  great 
poet.     The  public,  recognizing  the.-e  facts,  has  been  within 
its  rights  in  choosing  the  book  for  special,  admiration,  the 
"Comedie  TTumaine"  being  cpiite  too  large;  to  be  appreciated 
in  its  entirety  by  many  persons.     The  "Comedy"'  must  be  ap- 
preciated as  a  whole  before  Balzac  can  be  fairly  judged ;  but 

(Vol.  V) 


INTRODTCTION 


Xlii 


pending  this  coiisunuiiatidii.  the  master  dues  not  suffer  greatly 
ill  heiiig  ju(ij:i'd  l)V  ••l-iiij^a.nie  draiidct." 

'i'i>  untold  a<k'(iuatcl\  the  uRTits  of  the  story  would  require 
a  vuluiue.  'i'liiiik  (d'  ilie  d.'xriptioii  of  Grandet's  house  at 
Sauiiuii-,  tlimk  of  tlir  \  i\  id  ixirtraitiire  of  tlie  great  miser  him- 
self, of  liic  faithful  Naiioii.  of  patient  .Mme.  (irandet,  of  the 
iiicoiiii)aral)!e  I'Iulmmih'.  'I'liink  of  the  ahsorbing  interest  lent 
even  to  the  least  of  (irandet's  l)usiness  transactions  as  well 
a.-  to  the  least  of  the  .-Iraiejzie  niuvcs  of  the  Cruehots  and  the 
lU':^  (ira>siiis.  As  for  the  iinperishalde  scenes  such  as  that 
in  which  (;ran<Jet  discovers  the  sugar  intended  for  Charles, 
they  are  literally  too  numerous  to  mention.  But,  after  all, 
the  dominant  notes  of  the  book  are  the  pathetic  sufferings  of 
the  two  women  and  the  infinite  egotism  of  the  miser.  No  one 
will  forget  the  iiii])risoiniient  of  Kugeiiie,  or  Mmc.  Grandefs 
uncomplaining  death,  or  the  old  man  gazing  his  last  upon 
his  precious  gold,  or  Kugenie's  reception  of  Charles'  dastardly 
letter.  The  story  may  not  end  quite  as  English  readers  would 
have  it,  hut  it  is  i)robably  as  lull  of  inevitabie  touches  as  any 
other  novel  of  the  century.  What  more  inevitable,  for  ex- 
ample, what  more  Shakespearian,  than  Eugenie's  exclamation 
when  the  coach  is  carrying  her  lover  away: — "Mother,  I 
sliould  like  to  have  for  a  moment  the  power  of  God."  The 
whole  pious,  filial,  enamored,  pure  maiden  is  in  that  ex- 
clamation.* 

l^ut  "Eugenie  (irandet"  has  not  escaped  criticism.  People 
have  woiulered  why  its  heroine  did  not  rebel  more  thoroughly, 
which  has  caused  other  persons  to  wonder  why  these  critical 
iii'livi'luals  do  not  know  more  about  Erench  life.  Others  have 
thought  that  Charles  plays  a  part  altogether  too  foolish  and 
villainous,  yet  it  is  not  clear  that  his  training  and  his  ad- 
venturous lareer  fitted  him  for  acting  otiierwise  than  as  he 


♦See  hi  thlM-uiiiiwiiou  llie  Iutnxl'..(tioii  to  "  La  Recherche  de  r  Abtolu:' 
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did.  But  llu'  most  vital  critic■i^IIl  has  hocn  direotod  at 
I"]ugt'iiii'  licrsclf.  I'liiuli^h  ami  .\iii(_Ti(  an  rcailcrs  havr  .loubted 
whether  she  i>  altogetlier  iialural,  ami  iiave  proeti'ded  to 
descant  upon  Balzac's  inaliilily  to  (lipict  a  ^Mri"s  diarafter — 
ii  matter  which  i-onic  Frcnchmcti  al^i  lay  up  against  him.  On 
this  |)()int,  which  hears  on  uthcr  ^loI■it■s,  we  may  say  a  few 
words  onco  for  all. 

Balzac's  pure  girls — or  young  women — seen  unnatural  and 
unattractive  to  some  readers  and  very  natural  and  attractive 
toothers.  Tlie  safe  conclusion  is,  not  that  he  did  not  under- 
stanil  young  girls,  hut  that  he  drew  <-ertain  ty])es  of  girl  well 
and  did  not,  save  occasionally,  attempt  to  draw  others — proh- 
aiily  because  he  knew  little  or  nothing  about  them.  .Most  Eng- 
lish novel  reatlers  seem  to  keep  a  lively,  free,  attractive 
female  in  their  mind's  eye  whom  they  laliel  "girl"  and  with 
whom  they  instinctively  compare  ail  the  fair  young  creatures 
they  read  about.  Perhaps  some  Frencliinen  of  reactionary 
temperaments  ilo  'his  also.  Ihil  il  i^-  (iniic  certain  that  there 
are  many  English  and  American  girls  who  are  far  from  con- 
forming to  this  established  type,  and  il  seisms  to  i)e  certain 
that  a  majority  of  Euro])ean  girls  are  still  farther  from  doing 
so.  The  sweet,  submis>ive,  innnccni  lype  of  girl  that  Balzac 
loved  to  draw,  such  as  I'rsule  Miruuit,  is  the  more  or  less 
natural  product  of  Kuroju'an  ir.iiiiiiig :  she  has  her  own 
charm,  and  she  ought  to  appe.al  ;:>  ;i  calholic-minded  reader. 
This  is  not  saying  that  Bal/ac"s  yoimg  women  ecjual  Shake- 
speare's, l)ut  only  that  it  is  foolish  to  write  about  them  as  if 
they  were  hardly  superior  to  Cooper's.  The  Frenchman's 
knowledge  of  matured  •  omen  is  conceded ;  is  it  not  safer  to 
infer  that  he  knew  French  females  from  the  cradle  to  the 
grave  and  that  nuiny  of  his  critics  know  only  the  F^nglish 
girl?  .\iid  after  all  we  have  very  definite  proof  that  he  was 
not  without  opportunities  to  study  young  girls.  He  was  de- 
vot(^d  to  his  sisters  and  his  nieces,  and  to  tliink  that  he  did 
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not  study  them  is  tn  think  tluif  lie  conipletcly  changed  his 
nature  when  he  cnt.'nMl  iiis  family  circlo.  Some  of  us  can- 
not holiovi'  tiiis,  and  we  t-iiall  contiruic  to  rr^rard  Eugenie 
Grandet  as  a  creation  worthy  of  lialzac.  'i'hcre  can  scarcely 
!)e  higher  jiraisc. 

Little  space  is  left  I'or  (lis(u~>iiig  the  other  stories  con- 
tained in  tliis  volume,  hut  with  tiie  e.\ce|itioii  of  "l.a  (Jrande 
IJreteohe"  tliey  need  little  comment.  "Ktude  de  Fenime"  is 
clever  hut  slight.  The  ,<econd  "study"  is  force<l  in  places,  and 
but  for  Blondet's  subtle  description  of  a  woman  of  the  world 
and  MontcornetV  and  I-5ianchon"s  storu-s — all  previou>lv  util- 
ized— it  would  be  regarded  as  a  comparativoly  unimportant 
Parisian  sketch.  "La  I'aix  du  .Memige"'  gives  a  good  picture 
<»f  high  life  during  th.>  .Xapoleonie  reginn'.  but  is  perhaps 
written  on  a  scale  disproportiomite  to  the  interest  if  not  to 
the  importance  of  its  general  theme. 

"La  Fausse  Maitresse"  is  much  more  interesting  and  im- 
])ortant,  containing  as  it  does  in  Paz  one  of  ilalzae's  finest 
if  .somewhat  grandiose  characters.  Paz  is  in  many  respects 
the  Balzac  anxious  to  he  loved— the  Balzac  wlio  was  dream- 
ing of  doing  mighty  things  for  a  countrywoman  of  Paz's — 


I  lie  fair  Mnic.  Hanska.     'i'l 


touches,  l)ut  it  has  also  marked  ])sy(  1 
the  three  sketches  just  con 


le  slorv  is  not  without  sensational 
ioloi:ical  streniith.      Like 


iiuented  on,  it  brings  one  face  to 


lie  was  suc- 


we 


face  with  the  ofti-n  mooted  question  whether  Halz 
cessfu]  in  describing  high  life;  but  this  is  a  point 
reserve  for  discussion  in  another  place.* 

Vet  must  an  introduction  that  begins  with  "lunrenie  Gran- 


must 


ilet"  end  with  such  tpialified  pr; 


aise  as  1? 


in< 


paragraph 


iven  in  the  preced- 


■ortunatelv    this    is    not    iiecessarv. 


•L 


(irande  Bret 


e(.-he 


still  di'mands  a  word,  and   for  this  trasric 

■'ee  Intrrxluptioii  to  Vol.  VII.     It  may  U>  rcmarki- 1  Iktl'  tlial  Balzac  m<Klele<l 

ieu.s.   ( I  'uriifj/ijiiileitce, 


Paz  on  a  ooasiu  of  .Mmi:.  Uaiiska  s  wliu  »a.sttl.si>  u   mod  Thu'i.l 
II.,  101.1 
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talo  III)  praise  is  too  hi;rli.  Tlir  Imnnr^  of  the  "sliiirt  <tnrv" 
— and  <^wt\t  hunors  they  iin — liav*'  gcniTiilIy  Lronr.  for  this 
cx'iitury  at  loa.^^t,  to  another  Frciiclinian,  Maupassant,  who  has 
l)een  pushed  hard  by  u  Uussian,  Tur^>-eiiev,  aiul  an  American, 
I'o(>.  Yet  it  seems  searely  too  much  to  say  that  none  of  the>e 
masters  has  sur])a^sed  Balzac  in  this  talc,  and  that  hoth  here 
and  in  such  pieces  as  'Kl  Verdufro"  and  "\a-  l{e(piisition- 
naire,"  to  mention  no  others,  he  has  c'ivcn  |)root'  that  if  iiis 
jrenius  had  not  called  liim  to  higher  work  he  tniirht  have  made 
himself  the  greatest  short-story  writer  since  Boccaccio. 

W.  P.  Trkxt. 
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EUGENIE  GRANDET 

To  Maria. 

Your  portrait  is  tlip  fairi-st  ornaiin-nt  of  this  book,  and  here 
it  is  Httlii;:  tliat  jour  iiaiiit'  siiould  be  set.  lilvc  the  l)ranch  ol'  box 
taiit'ii  from  soinc  unknown  garden  to  lie  for  a  wliilo  In  tlio  holy 
water,  and  al'tfrwanls  sot  l).v  pious  liands  above  the  threshold, 
wlicrc  the  fireeu  spray,  ever  reucwed,  is  u  sacred  talisman  to 
ward  ofif  all  evil  from  tlie  house. 


In  some  foiintrv  towns  there  are  houses  more  depressing  to 
the  tiiglit  tliaii  the  diiiinie.>t  cloister,  the  most  melancholy 
ruuLs,  or  the  dreariest  stretch  of  sandy  waste.  Perhaps  such 
houses  as  these  combine  the  chararteristics  of  all  the  three, 
and  to  the  dumi)  .-ilince  of  the  monastery  they  unite  the 
gauntness  and  <,n-imness  of  the  ruin,  and  the  arid  desolation 
of  the  waste.  iSo  little  sign  is  there  .  •'  lift;  or  of  movement 
about  them,  that  a  stranger  might  take  ihem  for  uninhabited 
dwellings;  but  the  sound  of  an  unfamiliar  footstep  brings 
some  one  to  the  windnu.  a  pas.-ive  face  suddenly  appears 
above  the  sill,  aiul  the  traveler  receives  a  listless  and  indiffer- 
ent glance— it  is  almost  as  if  a  monk  leaned  out  to  look  for  a 
moment  on  the  world. 

There  is  one  particular  house  front  in  Sauraur  ^hich  pos- 
sesses all  these  melancholy  characteristics;  the  hou.se  is  still 
standing  al  the  endof  the  steep  street  which  leads  to  the  castle, 
at  the  upper  md  of  the  town.  The  street  is  very  quiet  nowa- 
days;  it  is  hot  in  summer  and  cold  in  winter,  and  verv  dark 
in  places:  besides  this,  it  is  remarkably  narrow  and  crooked, 
there  is  a  peculiarly  f  rmal  and  sedate  air  about  its  houses, 


(X) 
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and  it  i.s  (.■urinii-  hnw  r\cry  -muiiiI  rfvi'rb<-raif>  t!iroiii;h  it — 
till"  c-iiblilf  >tum>  (iihv;i_vs  (lean  and  dr\  )  riii:^  with  every 
puasiiiy  footfall. 

This  i>  the  olde-t  jiart  of  iln-  tnun,  t!ie  raiiiiiai't-  ri^e  im- 
nu'diately  alcove  it.  The  hnii-e-  n(  the  iniarier  have  stood 
for  tliree  eenturio;  and  ailiei!  iliev  are  hiiilt  uf  wooii,  they 
are  stronj;  and  .-oimd  vi  i.  \-'.:tr\\  li'ui-e  ha>  a  iirtain  eharaetcr 
of  its  own,  -1)  that  fnr  the  arli-t  and  aritii|narv  thi>  is  the  most 

attractive  jiarl   >>(  the  town   of   .Saiiinur.      Iiid i.   it   would 

liardly  be  pos.siiile  to  '^n  pa-t  the  Imii-e  withniit  a  wondering 
glance  at  the  ;:nite-(ine  liirures  carved  nn  the  prnjeetin;,'  ends 
of  the  huLTe  lieanis,  -I't  like  a  black  bas-reliid'  above  the  ground 
floor  of  almost  e\ery  dwellinir.  Sometimes,  where  ibe^e 
bcani.s  iiave  been  proteriid  frum  the  wraiher  hy  .-lale>,  a  strip 
of  dull  blue  runs  a<rn>s  ih,.  crumlilinir  wall-,  and  epiwning 
the  whole  is  a  hi,i,di-]»iiiiie(l  rn,,(  ncMly  curved  .ainl  bent  with 
age;  the  shin.Ldi'  Imard-  that  cn\cr  it  are  ail  warpecl  and 
twisted  by  the  alternate  sun  ami  rain  >>\'  many  a  year.  There 
arc  bits  of  delicate  earvim:  tnd,  here  and  there,  though  you 
can  scarcely  make  them  out,  im  the  weni  and  lilaekened  win- 
dow sills  that  sec  ni  scaiecly  >trniig  ciiniiuh  1"  hear  the  weight 
of  the  red  llower-pot  in  winch  some  ]M>or  wnrkwuman  has  set 
licr  U'ee  carnation  or  her  monthly  ro-e. 

Still  further  along  the  street  there  are  niui'e  pretentious 
hou.se  doors  studded  with  huge  nails.  On  the.-i'  our  fore- 
fathers e\erci.sed  their  ingenuity,  tracing  bieroglyiihs  and 
mysterious  signs  whidi  were  once  understood  in  every  house- 
hold, but  all  clues  to  their  meaiiiiiLr  are  forgotliii  now — they 
will  bo  understood  no  more  of  any  mortal.  In  sucli  wise 
would  a  J'rotestant  make  his  pi-i>fe.--.ii)n  of  faith,  there  also 
would  a  r.eaguer  eur.-.e  Henry  I V,  in  /'-aven  symbols.  A 
burgher  would  commemorate  his  civic  diginties.  tlie  glory  of 
his  long-forgotten  tenure  of  olliee  as  alderman  or  sheriff. 
On  those  old  houses,  if  we  cmdd  Init  read  it.  the  history  of 
France  is  chronicled. 

Beside  the  rickety  little  tenement  built  of  wend,  with  ma- 
sonry of  the  roughest,  ujjou  the  wall  of  which  the  craftsman 
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lia-  ?tt  the  glorified  imaj,'*'  <>f  hid  trade — his  plane — stands 
the  i!i;'n-.i(,n  of  foiiie  noble,  witli  it?  nia.s»ivt'  round  arciied 
giiliway ;  you  ean  elill  M'e  some  traces  above  it  of  ilie  arms 
iioi'Uf  In  the  owner,  tiiough  tiiey  liave  been  torn  down  in  one 
"1  the  many  revolutions  which  liave  convulsed  the  country 
.^iiiii    Itb'J. 

\ou  will  find  no    imposing  shop  windows  in  the   streets; 
siiKilv  speaking  indeed,  there  are  no  shops  at  all,   for  the 
room.-  on  the  ground  tloor  in  wiiich  articles  are  exposed  for 
sale  are  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  workshops  of  the  times 
of  our  forefathers;  lovers  of  the   .Middle  Ages  will  find  here 
the  primitiv..  simplicity  of  an  older  world.     The  low-ceiled 
rooms  are  dark,  cavernous,  and  guiltless  alike  of  plate  glass 
windows  (jr  of  show  ca>es ;  there  is  no  attempt  at  decoration 
either  within  or  without,  no  elfort  is  made  to  display  the 
wares.     The  dcjor  as  a  rule  is  heavily  barred  with  iron  and 
divided  into  two  part.-,;  the  upper  half  is  thrown  back  during 
the  day,  admitting  fresh  air  and  daylight  into  the  damp 
little  cave:    while  the  lower  })ortion,  to  which  a    bell  is  at- 
tached, is  >eldom  still.     The  shop  front  consists  of  a  low  wall 
of  about  e|l„,\v  height,  which  lills  half  the  space  between  floor 
and   ceiling;   there   is   no   window  sash,   but   heavy   shutters 
fa.-tened  with  in.n  bolts  ilt  into  a  groove  in  the  top  of  the 
wall,  and  are  set  up  at  night  and  taken  down  in  the  mor'iing. 
The  same  wall  ser\es  as  a  counter  on  which  to  .set  out  goods 
for  the  customer's  inspection.    There  is  no  sort  (jf  charlatan- 
ism about  the  proceeding.    The  samples  submitted  to  the  pub- 
lic vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the  trade.     You  behold  a 
keg  ..r  two  of  salt  or  of  salted  iUh,  two  or  three  bales  of  ?ail- 
clotli  nr  coils  of  rope,  some  copper  wire  han-ing  from  the 
rattrrs.  a  few  cooper's  hoops  on  the  walls,  or  a  length  or  two 
"I  <  Ii'th  ii])on  the  shelves. 

"»  oil  go  in.  A  neat  and  tidy  damsel  with  a  pair  of  bare  red 
arms,  the  fn.<h  good  Im)ks  of  vouth,  and  a  white  handker- 
chief pinned  about  her  throat,  lavs  do'mi  her  knittin^  and' 
goes  to  summon  a  father  or  mother,  who  appears  and  sells 
goods  to  you  as  you  desire,  be  it  a  matter  of  two  sous  or  of 
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twenty  ihou.aiul  frano ;  il,..  n.aiin,  r  .,r  ih,.  transacHcn  var 

ing  U6  thf  lnu....r  ..f  thr  \..,i.lur  ,s  .urlv.  ohh^M.if:  or  uul 

pondi'i.t.     \ou  will  MT  a  dc.al.T  in  bariv^Mavrs  >iuii,ir  m  h 

doorway,  twirlin-  1.,.,  thumbs  as  !„•  rhais  with  a   nu-hl.o 

jud-m^'  fr„in  apiMMian.c.  h..  mi-iit  |m.>.mvs  n..th,ii.'  m  th 

world  hul  tJH-  bottles  „n  in,  iVw  r:,k..tv  ,lu.h,..>.  and  two  . 

hreo  hnndk-s  of  laths;  but   his  wvli-stock, -1  titnb.T  vard  o 

he  quay  supplies  all  the  eoopers  in  Anjou,  h..  know,  to 

barrel-slave  how  many  casks  he  can  "turn  out,"  as  he  savs 

the  v,n...s  do  well  and  the  vinta-e  ,.  ;:ood  ;  a  I'.'w  seorc-hi'n 

days  and  lus  fortune  is  made,  a  ra.ny  summer  is  a  nnnou 

thing  for  lam;  in  a  single  morning  tl,..  pruv  of  puneheon 

will  rise  as  high  as  eli'Ven  frams  or  .Irop  t,,  h\. 

Here,  as  in  Touraine.  th.'  whole  trad.,  of  th,.  district  dc 
ponds  upon  an  atm.sphcncal  .bpression.  I.,n,  .,,wncr>  vine 
growers,  timber  merchants,  cooprrs.  mnke.'pcrs.  an.l  lighter 
ineu,  one  and  all  are  on  the  watch  for  a  rav  of  .unli.'ht  Xo 
a  man  of  them  but  goes  to  bed  m  fear  and  trembling  les 
he  should  hear  in  the  morning  that  tluTc  has  been  a  frost  ii 
the  night.  If  ,t  is  not  ram  that  tlu.v  .Ircad.  it  is  win<l  o, 
drought;  they  must  have  cloudv  weather  or  heat  and  th( 
rainfall  and  tlie  weather  gejierally  all  arran-cd  t(,  suit  theii 
peculiar  notions. 

Between  the  elerk  of  the  weather  and  the  vine--rowino 
interest  ihere  is  a  duel  which  never  ceases.  Faces  visiblv 
Icngtiieu  or  shorten,  grow  hrigh.t  or  gloomv.  with  the  ups  and 
downs  of  the  baromefr.  Sometimes  vou  hear  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  the  old  High  Street  of  Saunuir  the  words, 
Ihis  is  golden  weather:"  or  again,  in  laiigua-e  which  like- 
wise IS  no  mere  figure  of  speech.  "It  is  rainin-  i:o|<]  loui^'" 
and  they  all  know  the  exact  value  of  sun  or  rain  at  the  ricrht 
moment.  ° 

After  twelve  o'clock  or  <=o  on  a  Saturdav  in  the  summer 
time  you  will  not  do  a  pennvworth  of  business  amon<r  the 
worthy  townsmen  of  Sainnur.  Each  has  his  little  farm  and 
his  bit  of  vmovard.  and  goes  to  sprMid  the  "week  end"  in  the 
countiy.    As  everybody  knows  this  beforehand,  just  as  every- 


fe 


b<)(h  knows  cvcnbndv  clscV  husin.'ss.  his  jxoiiig  and  com- 
ing':., hi-i  hiiyinK-  aiid  sfllinj.'s,  and  profits  to  boot,  tlic  ^jood 
folk  an-  free  to  spt  nd  ten  hours  out  of  the  twelve  in  niakinj,' 
up  i)l(asant  little  j.arties.  in  takiiij:  notes  and  inakinj;  con" 
nients  ami  keeping;  siiarp  look-oiit  on  tli<>ir  ne!;.'!ii)ors'  af- 
fairs. The  niistre-s  of  a  house  eannot  huy  a  partri.i;re  hut 
the  nei^'hbors  will  impure  of  her  husband  wliether  t\u'  bird 
was  done  to  a  turn;  no  damsel  ean  put  her  h^ad  out  of  the 
window  without  bdn^' observed  bv  every  ^'roup  of  unoccupied 
observers. 

Inipenetrai)le,  dark,  and  silent  as  the  houses  mav  seom, 
they  contain  no  mysteries  hidden  from  public  senitiny,  and 
in  the  same  way  every  one  knows  what  is  passinj:  in  every 
one  eI^e's  mind.  To  begin  with,  the  good  folk  spend  most 
of  their  lives  out  of  doors,  they  sit  on  the  steps  of  their 
houses,  breakfast  there  and  dine  there,  and  adjust  any  little 
family  ditl"creiiees  in  the  door-  ly.  Every  passer-iiy  is  scanned 
with  the  most  minute  and  iligent  atti'ntion ;"  hence,  any 
stranger  who  may  happen  to  arrive  in  such  a  country  town 
has.  in  a  manner.  Id  run  the  gauntlet,  and  is  severely  quizzed 
from  every  <loorstep.  Hy  dint  of  perseverance  in  the"  methods 
thus  indicated  a  quantity  of  droll  stories  may  be  collected; 
and.  indeed,  the  people  of  Angers,  who  are  of  an  ingenious 
turn,  and  (piiek  at  rej)artee,  have  ix'en  nicknamed  "the  tat- 
tlers'" on  these  very  grounds. 

The  largest  houses  of  the  old  quarter  in  which  the  nobles 
once  dwelt  are  all  at  the  u|)per  end  of  the  street,  and  in  one 
of  these  the  events  took  place  wiiich  are  aliout  to  be  narrated 
in  the  cours..  of  this  story.  As  has  been  alr.'adv  .said,  it  waa 
a  melancholy  house,  a  venerable  relic  of  a  bvg-me  ago.  built 
lor  the  men  and  women  ..f  an  older  and  simpler  world,  from 
which  our  modern  France  is  further  and  further  removed 
day  by  day.  After  you  have  followed  for  some  distance  the 
w.ndiii-s  ,r  the  picturesque  street,  where  memories  of  the 
past  are  called  up  by  every  detail  at  evcrv  turn,  till  at 
.ength  you  fall  unconsciously  to  musing,  vou  come  upon  a 
Huliiciently  gloomy  recess  in  which  a  doorwav  is  dimly  visible 
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tilt'  floor  nf  .1/.  ilr.nnhrs  I,,, use.  of  all  th,.  prido  and  .ylory 
propricKiisiiip  coiiv.'vrd  to  the  provincial  nund  by  the 
thrn"  wur,|>.  n  j^  impuvMblc  to  -iw  any  idea,  fxcrpl  by  givi; 
thf  bid-rajiiiy  i,\'  \hv  owner — M.  (irandct. 

M.  (irandtt  cnjoyfii  a  .•rrtaiii  reputation  in  Saunnir.  ] 
causo  and  dlVets  can  .-carccly  Ijr  properly  estimated  by  ot 
siders  wlio  have  not  lived  in  a  country  tnwn  inc  a  longer 
shorter  tiinc.  TlK>rc  uvre  still  old  ji'eople  in  existence  w 
ooiiid  renieniher  former  tunes,  and  i^alled  M.  (irandet  "(ion 
man  (irandet,'"  hut  there  were  not  many  of  them  left,  ai 
they  were  rapidly  disappearing  year  hv  vear. 

In  ITMt  (irandct  was  a  master  d.oper.  m  a  very  good  wi 
of  hiisiiie>s  who  could  reail  and  write  am!  ca>"t  account 
V\'lieh  the  French  Kepuhlie.  liavini;-  coiiti-ealed  the  lands  > 
the  Church  in  the  disiri- i  i,i  Saumur.  pi'uceeded  to  sell  the 
by  anci^K  :i.  the  cuoper  wa~  forty  year-  of  a-e.  and  had  ju 
married  the  daughter  n(  a  wealthy  timtier  merchant.  '  J 
(irandct  p(i.-.-ev-ed  at  (hat  moment  hi^  wilVs  dowrv  as  w(. 
as  s()me  eon-iderahle  amount  of  ready  money  <,f  his  own.  1 
repaired  to  th  ■  bureau  of  the  ,/,\//-,V/ .•'  and  making  due  allov 
anee  for  two  inindred  double  louj.,  oifeivd  bv  his  father-in-la 
to  that  man  of  stern  moral.-,  tlie  l.'epublican  wj-.o  conduete 
the  sale,  the  cooper  acquired  some  uf  i  he  he-t  viiieiand  in  tl' 
neighborhood,  an  old  al/ney,  and  a  d'w  little  farms,  for  a 
old  song,  to  all  of  which  property,  though  it  might  be  il 
gotten,  the  law  gave  him  a  clear  title. 

There  was  little  .■^ympalhy  felt  wiih  the  IJevolution  in  Sai 
mur.  (ioodmar.  (irandct  was  looked  upon  as  a  bold  .-piri 
a  Kepublican,  a  j)atriot.  an  "advaiiced  thinker,"  and  what  not 
but  all  the  -thinking"'  the  coop(  r  e\er  did  turned  simpl 
and  s.ilely  (,n  the  >ui)ject  ..f  his  vine,-.  He  wa-  nominated  a's 
member  of  jhe  idniini^tration  of  the  districi  of  Saumui 
and  exercised  a  pacific  inlluence  boil,  in  politics  and  in  com 
meree.  i'olitieally.  he  bei'riended  the  ii-de\ants.  and  di'1  ai 
that  he  could  to  prevent  the  .-ale  of  then-  propertv.  eont 
mercially,  he  contracted  lo  supply  two  thousand  h<')<:s  lead 
of  white  wine  to  the  HepuljUean  armies,  taking  iiis  pav..ien 
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for  tin.  af(.iv.aul  ho^^lu.ul.  in  tl,,.  shap.  of  certain  broad 
;h-iv.  ,,|  vwU  incuiuM-  land  In^hnv^nv^  tn  a  .■o.ivent,  th,'  prop- 
'■i1,v  n|  th,.  niin-^  haviii-  hrcii  n-crwd  till  the  la^t 

I"  th,-  ,iay.  nf  ih.  Consulat,.,  Ma.-t.r  (Jranii.t  became 
'"^^"'■-  *'"*  I'ni.lrnilv  ,M  h,s  puMic  capacity,  ami  did  very 
;"'  '  '"'•  ''""-^■"■-  ■''""^■^  ehan^rrd.  the  Kuipi,,.  was  estab- 
li«,>d.  and   he  JM-.anie  MoHsi,ar  Crandcl.      liut   M.  (iraiidet 

"'"V:"'  '"."■'^"'  ''!"'"  "-^  ■■'  '•'■'!  I>'"l'"bl!can.  and  Napoleon  had 

-  likM),M,.r   i;..puhlu-an..  m.  the  mayor  uas  replaced  bv  a 

lar-e  !and..wn,.r.  a    man  with  a  J,    h.to.c    his  name    and  a 

l"--pr<-t  ol   ,,,1..  ,lay  bceonnn-  a   haron  of  the  Kmi)ire      M 

';'•""''•'   ""-ned   Ins  back   upon   nmnieipal   honors  without  a 

. hadnw  „|   re.LMvt.     He  ha<l  looke,!  well  after  the  infrests  of 

""•  '"^^"  ''"'-'^  i"^  l"nn  of  ..tliee.  excellent   roads  had  been 

'nad.-.  pa^Mn-  in  ••very  ca.e  by  his  vxvn  domains.     His  l,ouso 

^""'  l'""l   liad   iM-en  assessed   very  niod,.raIe!v.  the  burden  of 

the  ia\,s  did  nut  fall  too  -rievouslv  upon  him;  since  the  as- 

s->n,ent   n:orrov.r  he  had  -iven  ceaseh.>s  attention  and  care 

',"  ""   '-"l"^''!.,,,  nf  hi.  vines.  M.  that  thev  bar]  become  the  tete 

'III  /'■n/s.  me  hrimual  trrm  fur  ihn-c  vin^'vard.  which  produce 

";";■' V"  ''"^-"luai.ly.     He  had  a  fair  claim  to  the  Cross 

ot  the  L(-iu,i  ,,r  llonnv.  and  hr  reccixcd  it  in  iSdi; 

Hy  thi>  tun,.  M.  (iran,iet  was  fifty-M.ven  vears  old.  and  his 
wiie  about  th.rty-Mx.     The  ,>ne  clnld  of  the  marriaire  was  a 
dau.'hter    a   htil,.  o,,.]  t,.n  vears  of  air...      I'roviden.;.  doubt- 
l'-.-  s,>u,i:ht   to  c,m<olc  .M.   (;ramlet   for  his  oHicial  d.wnfall- 
^'"'   I"    tiii>    v,-ar   1...   succeed,.!    t,.   thr,.,.    fortunes;  the   total 
Nahi,.  was  matfr  for  con.j(.ctur...  no  certain  information  beinL' 
/:"""!■"!"'"-,    ''"'"■  <i'-^f   ''"ll  >"  -"  the  d,.ath  or  Mnu..  de  la 
"■■"inner,.    Mme.  (irand.fs  nother:  the  ,l..,.ca-.d   ladv  ha.l 
'"•'■-.a  d..  la  Hertellien.,  and    h,.r    fati.or.  ni,l    M.  ,1,.  la  Ber- 
''■,":/"""  l"ll„w..dh,r:thethir,i  in  ord,.r  wa~  Mme.  Cen- 
THIH     .\1.  f. ran, lets  -ran,!mother  on  the  mntherV  -d,.      Old 
-M.   d,.  !a  iiertellicn.   u<ed   t,.  call   an   investment   "throwin- 
mo^ev  awav:"  ,ho  .i^ht  -d'  hi^  hoards  of  ^„ld  n-pai.!  him  bot^ 
ter  than  anv  rate  of  i„,.,re-t  up,m  ,t,     Th,.  tuwn  of  Saumur 
therefore,  roughly  calculated   the  value  of  the  a 


mount  that 
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tlie  late  dc  la  Bcrtrllirn'  ua-  Ukvly  to  have  saved  out  of  hii 
yearly  takiIl<,'^ :  and  M.  (iiaiidet  received  a  ne"  distinetior 
which  uoDc  of  our  manias  for  c(iuality  can  efface — he  paic 
more  taxes  than  any  one  (•!-.•  in  the  countrv  round. 

He  now  ciihivalcd  a  hundnMl  acres  of  vinevard  ;  in  a  fjooc 
year  they  wouhl  yield  ^('\"n  or  eiirht  hundred  puncheons 
lie  had  thiriceii  little  farms,  an  old  ahhey  (motives  of  econ 
omy  had  led  him  to  \call  u\)  the  windows,  and  so  preserve 
the  traceries  and  .-tairied  ^rhiss),  and  a  hundred  and  twenty 
.'even  acres  of  ;,M-azini:  land,  in  which  three  thousand  poplars, 
planted  in  ITit.'i.  were  i:ro\vin:.'  taller  and  larjrer  everv  year. 
Finally,  he  owned  the  hon.-e  in  which  he  lived. 

In  thcsi'  visihle  ways  his  i)ro>[)erity  had  increased.  Ai 
to  hi-  capital,  there  were  (uilv  two  jx'ople  in  a  position  tc 
make  ,1  ;:ae>>  at  its  jirohahlc  amount.  One  of  these  was  the 
notary.  M.  Criicho!.  who  transacted  all  th(>  necessary  business 
whenever  M.  (irandet  made  an  investnu'nt :  and  the  other 
was  M.  dc<  (iras>in-;,  the  wealthiest  banker  in  the  town,  whc 
did  (irandet  many  -ood  othces  which  were  unknown  to  Sau- 
miir.  Secrits  of  this  nature,  involviuL^  extensive  business 
transactions,  are  usually  well  kept:  but  the  discreet  caution 
of  .MM.  {'ruchut  and  des  (irassins  did  not  prevent  theni  from 
addres.-^ini:  M.  (irandet  in  pul)lic  with  such  profound  deference 
that  close  oh.-ervers  mi^Mil  draw  their  own  conclusions. 
Clearly  the  wealth  ef  their  late  mayor  must  be  ])rodi,cious 
in(h>ed  that  he  should  reeeive  such  ol)se(piious  attention. 

'I'here  was  no  r,iie  in  Saumur  who  did  not  fully  believe  the 
rcpurt  which  told  how.  in  a  secret  hidinir-place.  .M.  (irandet 
had  a  hoard  id'  louis.  and  how  everv  niirht  lie  went  to  look  at 
it  aii.l  .,Mve  himself  up  to  the  iiuwpressible  deli<rht  of  L-'azinii 
at  the  iuiL'-e  beau  of  uuld.  He  was  not  tln'  only  monev-lover 
in  Saiimur.  Svmpathene  observers  looked  at  his  eves  and 
'"'■!:  'li'il  the  -t'Tv  wa~  true,  for  they  si  emer]  to  have  tln'  vel- 
l"w  mrtallie  LTlitter  of  the  coin  over  which  it  wa/-  said  they 
had  l.re.nh  d.  \nr  was  tlii<  the  only  siuni.  Certain  small  in- 
d.'tinable  !iabit<,  furtive  movements,  s!i<rht  mvsterious 
pr.unptin_v  of  greed  did  not  escape  the  keen  observation  of 
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fcIlow-worshipcrs.  There  is  something'  viilpino  about  the 
(>\v>  of  ii  mail  who  lends  moiiev  at  an  exorliitani  rate  of  in- 
triv.-t:  they  frradiially  an<l  Mirely  contract  like  those  of  the 
puiihler,  the  sensuali>t,  or  the  courtK'r;  an<l  tliere  is.  so  to 
speak,  a  sort  of  freeiiiasonry  ainon;.^  t|„,  pavsions.  a  written 
lim-ua.i,'e  of  hier(.;,dyplis  ami  si^^ns  for  those  who  can  road 
Tlieiil. 

M.  (irandet  tiierefore  inspired  in  al!  around  him  the  re- 
>:ir,iful  esteem  wliieh  is  but  the  (hie  of  a  man  who  has  never 
'W(d  any  one  a  fartliin^'  in  hi.-  life;  a  just  and  le^ntimate 
trihiitc  to  an  astute  <i!d  cof)per  and  vineiirowcr  who  knew  bo- 
foivliand  with  ;!;e  certainty  of  an  astnuioiner  when  five  luin- 
div.l  cask?  woihd  -;tTve  for  the  vinia-e.  and  wlicn  to  Juive  a 
thoii-^a.nd  in  •-  uiiiiess ;  a  man  who  had  never  lost  on  any 
s|Mciilaiion,  ».,o  ha<l  always  a  >tock  of  ,.mpty  harreN  when- 
ev,.r  ca.-ks  were  so  dear  that  they  fetched  more  tlian  the  con- 
tent-: were  worth;  who  coiild  -tore  his  vinta-e  in  his  own  cel- 
lar-, and  atlonl  to  biih'  his  time,  so  that  his  puncheons  would 
i>nn,ir  him  in  a  couple  of  hundred  francs,  while  manv  a  little 
proprietor  who  could  not  wait  had  to  be  content  with  half 
that  amount.  His  famous  vintage  in  tiie  year  iNll  discreetly 
held,  and  -old  only  as  good  opportunities  otlVred.  had  beea 
worth  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  livres  to  him. 

In  matter,-  Mnancial  M.  (Irandet  mi-lit  be  described  as 
combining  the  characteristics  of  the  Bengal  tiger  and  the 
boa  constrictor.  He  could  lie  low  and  wait,  crouching, 
watciiiiig  for  his  prey,  and  make  hi-  :^pring.  uiierrinfflv  at 
last:  tlu-n  the  jaws  of  his  purse  would  unclose,  a  torrent  of 
ciun  would  be  swallowed  down.  and.  as  in  the  ea>e  of  the 
'^m:^,-A  reptile,  tliere  would  j,  a  period  of  inaction;  like  the 
serpent,  moreover,  he  was  cold,  apathetic,  methodical,  keep- 
ing to  hi.-  <juu  my-terioiis  tiiui'S  and  seasons. 

No  on,-  e-ould  see  the  >nan  [lass  without  feeliuir  a  certain 
kind  of  admiration,  whieh  wa>  lialf  dread,  half  r.spect.  The 
tiger's  eiutcii  was  like  .-ted.  his  claws  were  sharp  and  swift; 
was  there  any  uiie  in  .Saumiir  who  !iad  not  felt  tlLMn:-  Such' 
an  one.  for  in-iaiu-e.  wanted  tu  borrow  nuuiev  to  buv  that 
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liiccc  of  land  wiiiili  lie  h.id  -ft  lii-  lirari  u|iun;  M.  Cruc 
had  found  llic  nininv  Ut  luni- -al  cloven  per  cent.  .\ 
tlu-rc  \va>  S(i-and-.-n  vnnd.  r;  M.  ilr-  (ira.-Miis  iia(l  discoun 
liis  l>ill.-,  hut  il  was  at  a  nniinn.-  raic. 

Thrrc  uiTc  not  uiaiiv  dav:-  wiii-n  M.  (irandctV  nanic  ^ 
nut  ciiini'  u|)  1,1  rnnxti-aii'in.  in  familiar  talk  in  tiu'  cvenii: 
or  in  the  ,i:iis>iji  uf  ih,.  inwn.  There  uiTe  p'ople  wlio  t( 
11  kind  of  |iairiniic  priih'  in  liie  uld  vine-Tnucr's  weal 
More  than  mic  innkii-jMa-  nr  inefchant  had  I'nund  oi'easiou 
remark  to  a  -iran-X'i-  with  a  certain  eonipiaeenev.  "'rhere 
iniliionaiiv>  m  two  or  three  of  our  tirin<  liere.  .-ir;  hut  as 
M.  <ir,i]idet.  he  hiiD.-vlf  couhl  hardly  tell  you  how  much 
was  Worth  !" 

In  l>lii  liie  shrewdest  head>  in  Sainnur  M't  down  the  va 
of  the  cooper's  landed  ]iroperl_v  at  ahoni  four  millions;  1 
as,  to  -trike  a  fair  avera-c.  he  mu.-t  ha\e  drawn  somethi 
like  a  hundred  thousand  fraiKs  (they  thoii;;ht)  from 
proj.erty  hetween  tlu'  years  IT:);]  and  1>1T.  the  amount 
money  !;e  po—e.-.-ed  niii>i  nearly  e(|iial  the  value  of  the  lai 
So  when  .M.  (Jrandet's  name  was  mentioned  over  a  <,Mme 
hostou,  or  a  chat  ahout  the'  prospects  of  the  vines,  these  (< 
wriuld  look  wi.-e  and  remark,  "'Who  is  that  vmi  are  talk: 
of?  Old  (iramiet:-  .  .  .  Old  Graiulet  must  have  five 
six  millions,  there  i.-  no  douhl  ahout  it." 

■■'I'iien  ;, ou  are  ileverer  than  1  am;  I  havc'  never  been  a 
to  find  out  how  much  he  ha.-,""  M.  Cruehnt  or  M.  des  (irass. 
would  put  in,  if  ihey  ovorheard  tho  -peeeh. 

If  any  one  from  i'aris  meiitioned  the  l!olhschilds  or 
Lathtte.  the  ^Miod  people  in  Saumur  would  a.-k  if  anv 
those  persons  werr  as  rieii  a.-  M.  (Jrandet  r  Atid  if  t 
I'an-ian  sl.ould  an-wer  in  the  lillirmative  with  a  iiityi 
smile,  tliey  looked  at  ono  aiiothe"  iiiereduloii.-lv  and  tlunj; 
''K'"'  Iliads.  So  gieat  a  fortune  was  like  a  u'olden  mant 
il  eovt  1-,  d  Its  owner  and  iiil  that  iie  did.  .\t  one  time  some 
th'.'  eecaitricities  of  his  mod,-  of  Ijf,.  ga\c  rise  to  lau^hi 
al  hi-  .  \i.,-ii-c;  hill  the  sal  ire  and  the  lauL'iiter  had  died  o 
and  M.  f.randu  still  went  his  wav,  till  al  lu.st  even  his  .sli>'l 
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-t  actions  came  t,,  l„.  ,ak<m  as  precedents,  and  ovcrv  triflin'r 
'inn^  he  sa,d  w  ,1„1  .arru-d  wei-ht.  Jlis  remarks,  his  cloth^ 
■n-  1,1^  i:.>.nre..  ,Ih.  u-ay  he  l,i,„k,d  his  eves,  had  all  been 
^""  "■''  ""''  ^'"'  '■•■"•'■  ""li  uln.h  a  naturalist  Mudies  the 
jv..rkm^>   ol    niMinct    ,n    M,me    u,l,|    creature,    and    no   one 

'■""',  '"  ','■-'■'■■■"  ""•  '^"""■•n  and  prufnund  wisdom  that 
ii'idrrlav  all  these  niani tV,-iation>. 

"We  .hall  ha\e  a  lianl  winter."  t|,..  \v„i,l,l  sav;  '-old  (Jran- 
;f  '"'-  1';"  ""  "'-  '■'"•  ^l"ve..  we  mu>l  ;;athe,'  the  -raises  "' 
"'■•  '■'""«l"ian  (;r,in.l,t  i^  lavi,,-  i„  a  lot  of  ca^k'  <tave«  • 
lliere  will  be  plenty  of  wine  ihi>  vear."  ' 

M.  lir.mdet  never  bou-i,t  either  „a,,t  or  bread.  Part  of 
h:^  ruit.  were  paid  ■„  kind,  and  every  week  ^,>  tenants 
iTe,,,!,,  in  poultry  eo.,.  i„„,,r.  „„|  ,,,„.„  ,„„i,„,„^  f,^^^j^^ 
"•vd-  ..,  hi~  h.msehulW.  .Alurc.er.  he  owned  a  mill,  and  the 
"""'■'■;  "'-'do  payin-  rent,  ca.ne  over  to  fetch  a  certain 
•r'^nility  ol  eorn.  and  brou-hi  Inin  back  both  the  bran  and 
'"'■  """•.  I!,;:  Nanon.  the  uiu.  mai.l-servani.  baked  all  the 
'"■'■"'i  '""■'■  ■>  «eek  on  Saturday  morni.i-s  (tlHni<,di  she  was 
'"■'  -  .vM,n,r  a>  >be  bad  been).  Other,  of  , be  tenants  were 
^^^r.rr  p.niener.  ami  M.  <;rand..t  luul  arranged  that  these 
'''■'■'•  '■>  l^<'|'  Inn,  supplied  with  fresh  v.-etables.  Of  fruit 
!'"■'•;■"''>')■,  laek:  indee,|.  ].,.  .oM  a  ereat  deal  of  it  m  the 
"Kii..e;,     l-ireuoo<l  was  -atbered    from    his    own    hed-^es     or 

:•":',"  "■;;'""'''  ^"""l'>"nree.,bat;:rewbv  the  side^of  his 
;;',,•  ',  ;';"^""7'l'"ir'''l  iM'  the  wood,  caned  it  into  the 
"-"•  ""''   ;'l'l'^i";:l,v   <tacke,|    hi.    la^o.s    lor   Inm,    receivin' 

;;;,;;;-•", '^- ;'7'-  ^'^ iH'-M.m, had occas,o. ,o spe„d 

'"■'■'.'■     lli^only  km,un  it.Mn.^  of  expenditure  were  for  <aera- 

';•"';''    '"■'•;"':   'y  >■",„,.   i„   ,be  eburel,    for   hi.   wNV  and 

;'Mn.'r.  .l.e,r  dre...  Nano,,-.  wa,,..  renewals  of  , be  !i„i;": 

^,^1^  ;n  .  saucepan.,  repair,  about  the  bouse,  cndle..  rates 
;''■"'::"•''.'''•■"•■'••-—  -"av.  of  „,onev   for  i„:„r,ne. 

I,,,;;    ■;'■""    '•"'■••"''^'"•'I'nred.ixbundredacresofwoo,!- 

';'"'•■•     '"'-    """'''"   '"    '""!<    ■'•'•"-•    't    himself     'e„l    in- 

.     ...i  a  ,  e,.,..H,eio„^in.  ,.  a  nei.!,bor  to  attend  to  i,,  prom- 

""^'""■''^'>   "-  ".an  for  hi.  trouble.     .Vfter  tbi^  pun-base 
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^^  ,  !    ,•  n.   ..  une  aiMM'arcd  on  the  Gran- 

detV  taia-.  ,      hunu'lv.      U-'   <Ud  not 

^;,,„„1,.,V   ,nann.r.  ^^H..  >^  ^    '^'  >^.,,_    ,.  a  ruU',  in  brief, 

,,v  v.TV  nuHh.     U.'  .••■  i-'-'l^  ';^'~^^|^;  -  •  ^  ^,      ^i,^^,,,  ^1,,  time 

"'■  '!"■  II''^"'"'"""-  ^^'"■"  '"  ,  ,,-,rt.(i  a  lin-.^onu.  luibit  of 
-uunu,.nnua--o,,  .  ...  ^_l^^^^  ,,■,.,  ^,,.,,HarUH..  He 
I"  M'"^'l^   ^"   ^'^■'     ,    -      ,  ,,    i„  ,  iluud  of  word,  morr  or  les. 

l.a''"-'^'l!-l'"""":'"V      nu    ,      I    r..v   -a^onni^   logically 
i"-l--'''^'''-:'''^'''^;  .hu.at.on;luutb.s.like 

-^  '-'^'''>-  ^■^^"^'";:V        If  >tammenn.,  and  various 

""-••  •—:'""-  "^"  ^':-  „       .  .u,Uc.,..nUv  clear.     In 

^'--''■■^^■'''^'''■^'"•V      ...     ■rn..nuv..^:  four  pbra.es 
ronMT.-auun.  nmnnN,.,'.  !..•  nad  ".  ^      '  ,,,,,  always 

ldu.al,..l>raH.al^.nnula^ul>u.HmM        r      a.^       ,,,,ine.s  or 

f<.vtlu.onun,  n.  .du.    ..vry   ^-^^^    1'  '      J      ,,  ,^;.  ^-i   will 

dunu.-lu-l>r.^-"l   do  -V'^;;'"-     ..;,:Xll.r.-     lie  never 
have  ...tlnn,'  to  do  uuh  n.^   and^^^  ^_^^  ^-^  ^.^^_  ^^^_  ^^^_^.^^^  ^^^^^ 

eomnnued  hunsrlt.     U;'  i"    '     ' '  ,;  ,,,j,,  ;ip,nircnt  indif- 

anvtliinu^  duwu  m  wniin-.     Il>    H-  '^"  ,  .    ",  .      ....,,,  i,;. 


in  witb  bis 


ferrn..'  ^v!H■n  lu    vsa.     ,  •  ^^^  ,u,,nort.'d  his  elbow. 

^'f  ''^'"'S^^';:itJ;:b-'nioninanvn.Ut^^ 
Wben  on,,r  h-  bad  ''^'•'  >'     ."       \,^,    ^,„,a.red  lonL'  even  over 
ne.s.  ho  n.v..r  el>an...d  '>  "    ^   J*  „^,,,  ,,„,..  of  de-p  and 

^'-  ^'''^'^'^'-^  ^"'"T  ^^n^     "d  l^atbonMbo  intentio^ 
wcM-hty  converse  be  bad   n.ana   >  ^  ^^^^^  ,,^ 

of  an  antagonist,  .vho   nu.unyh.      tat  u    ^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

atlc,.tluu.vwboreU.bavc    ,,■     do.^^^^ 

sav.-.tnu.talb.t-.;.^ 

;;'i!r;:.j;r;::.be':irab,:et.,u.n,.ion.wasini,uestion- 

^^^^  '^  --'  ^""^T^;^":"!'-  ';-■'' -^•-  ^-''  ^^""^^' "" 

'r''""  '"'    d  nt;    b,i  n.ovoment<  were  aln>o.t  uoise- 
t!:^::^l::;^to;:;r;•out    bis  pr,ne,ples  of    economy  in 
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evcrythin;::  to  make  no  iisek->  --oiinil.  to  Ua  diary  of  spending 
even  i)li\>ii,il  t'lUTL'y.  Hi-  rf-pcct  fur  the  rights  of  owncr- 
-hip  was  so  habitiiai  that  he  iicvcr  ili-iihiccil  nor  distui-bed 
anvihing  lich)iigiiig  tn  aiiuthcr.  And  yet.  in  spite  of  the  low 
ini](-  ui'  lii-  viiicc,  in  >piic  nf  hi-  discretion  and  cautious 
i)(sirii)g,  the  cdnprr'^  real  charaittr  showed  itself  in  his  lan- 
::iiai^"i'  and  inahUiT-,  ami  ihi-  \va-  nmrr  csprcially  tlie  case  in 
iii>  own  house,  where  he  was  hss  on  his  linard  than  elsewhere. 
.\-  to  (;ramlet"s  exterior.  He  was  a  hroad,  square-shoul- 
diied.  thiek--et  man,  ahoui  live  t'eet  iiigli :  Ins  leg-  were  thin 
(he  iiiea.-iired  jierliajis  twelve  inches  round  the  calves),  his 
i>:nre  joints  large  and  prominent.  He  had  a  bullet-shaped 
head,  a  >un-hurned  face,  scarred  with  the  smallpox,  and  a 
narrow  chin;  there  wa-  no  trace  of  a  curve  about  the  lines 
id'  ii;>  mouth.  He  ])ossessed  a  set  of  white  teeth,  eyes  with  the 
e.\pri.--ioii  i,\'  -lony  avidity  in  them  with  which  the  basilisk  is 
cicdiicd.  a  dco])lv-furrowed  brow  on  which  tin  re  were  promi- 
ne!iri'>  Hot  lacking  in  signilicam-e,  hair  that  had  once  been 
of  a  >aMdy  hr.i',  but  which  was  now  fast  turning  gray;  so  that 
thoiightli--  youngsters,  ra-h  enough  to  make"  jokes  on  so 
serion-  a  -ubjeet,  would  say  that  M.  (irandct's  very  hair  was 
'"gold  and  -ihcr.""  On  his  no>e,  which  was  broad  and  blunt 
at  the  tip.  wa-  a  varicgatcil  wen;  go>.-ip  atlirnied.  not  without 
some  appearance  of  truth,  that  siiite  and  rancor  Wius  the 
cau>e  of  this  atl'ection.  Tliere  was  a  dangerous  cunning  about 
till.-  faci  .  although  the  man,  indeed,  was  hoiic.-t  according  to 
the  letter  of  the  law;  it  was  a  selll-h  face;  there  were  but  two 
thimr.-  in  liie  woi'ld  for  wliicii  it-  owner  cared — the  delights 
of  hoarding  wealth  in  the  tir-t  place,  and  in  the  .<ecoi  d,  the 
only  being  who  counted  for  anything  in  !iis  i-stimation,  h'-" 
daughter  Kngeiiie.  hi-  only  child,  who  dip'  day  should  inherit 
tliat  Wealth.  His  attilude.  manner,  bearing,  and  everything 
aboii!  liMii  plainlv  showed  that  he  had  the  belief  in  liimself 
wihcii  i-  the  natural  outcome  of  an  unbroki'ii  rc(;ord  of  suc- 
ccs-fii!  bii-in.-s  speculations.  I'liant  and  smooth-spoken 
though  lie  I'iight  api>ear  to  be.  .M.  (irandet  was  a  man  of 
bronze,     lie  wa-  alwavs  dressed  after  the  same  fashion;  in 
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,   .       ,  ,    ,1   ..xirtlv  a>  lu>  had  looked  at 

anytu.u-MU,.  1.      .     I  -^^  ^,„   „„,   ,,.,,  ^ound, 

la<,.s.   iu.   W..P'   fliHl^    ''         \,„  i„,„u.~lM,n.>.lvrr  buckles,  a 

''^""■;'  "     ;     ^1  >;    -U     a    l,.o..h-li...n,    .ua.    u-„h    ample 

^r"'    ">;    7'    :,;,!      I.n,ad-hnnnn..a  Quaker-like  hat. 
fr^'V       t'  :    ^       l-^^'-lanuern.,we.veh<.se„wUha 

""-'""/■""  ,   'urhWd  lum  nearly  two  year..     In 

;;;';:::  itiir;  •;;:';:,::: '-';:;-■! ^ •-"- 

l^new  of  t!n>  h.  r  e.tuen  had  the  ri-ht  of  entry 

^'■•^^■'''''r''""'T''     Ht'-i  -non,  the^e.n  order 
to  (iran.l.'tV  Imu-e  atul  -•>,  .  t>_.      1  n,t  . 

'"^■'•^^.--'•'•-^^j- -::;';;;;;;:;!  ::M;;;;n.^ae.e,t4 

''''"''"''■'^^7';";:        ,  n.llatu.>-MeIVu,ron.-Mo^h^^ 

,„„„.  „,,n,  l..i'l  ■'I'l"      ■''.;,„„,„,  i„,,i  that  the  Bonfon. 
•-^■"=^'  "■'"''V^^/'"';'''    ;  ,     ,..an    ,0  drop  the  Cruehot 

';';,;;..;      V      a.    ,„.  l.nle  pains  to  ...npas.  tins  end. 
alto-i'tiHT.  ami  \\a.>  a      >  i  |iti"ant  who 

;'"^,;:::;,,  rr ::::.:.  .l:v,:..,. -"n- 

1''""'"     '  '  I  ,l„.,v  „■,-  V.1  ;U."th.T  UIK-I.'  l..'.-ul.-.thc 

^'■""-'■■^-•;;:;;:r:;:;::;;r:;,:T:::'.  .^.r:t 

^uh.laIU.•.  111'-'     llllM      »    111(11  .  r- 

:;r;;:-M::;;:i'mitvL!.'.,.:...K^nu,,H,.u,oMod,c.. 
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vt'iirs  of  iij^o,  laiiic  a— uliiuu-ly  tn  take  a  liaiul  at  cards  with 

Mine.    (ilMIulct.    llii[MIl;r    j,,    maiTV    ll.T    nWll    (leaf    Adolpho    to 

Madciiinix'lli'  lui-r-iiic.  Slir  had  a  jinurrful  ally  in  her  1ms- 
liaiid  l!i.'  h.iiik.r,  ulio  had  M'crctly  niidi'i'i'd  ilic  uhl  imsor 
iiiaiiy  a  MTvicc,  and  whu  inidd  .L'ivr  (>i)|iortiiin'  aid  on  hrr 
iicld  of  halili'.  The  ihivr  lies  (Jras-ins  had  likrwisc  ihoir 
ho>!    of  ailiirniii-.   thi'ir  ((iii-iii^,  and    trn-ly   auxiliaries. 

'i'he  .\hhe  (ihi-  'raljcyrand  nf  the  Cnicluit  faction),  well 
.-iiji|)orled  in  his  hrnthiT  tiic  iintarv,  clo.-ilv  dis|)Uted  the 
;:round  uilh  the  iiankerV  wife;  tliey  nuani  tn  earrv  olT  the 
wealiliy  liein»  fur  iheir  ncphfu-  tlie  juv-ident.  The  .-trugglo 
ijetweeu  tile  t\\(i  pariie.-  for  iji,-  |irizc  nf  tli,.  liand  of  Kngenic 
<irandet  ua>  an  nprii  .-ccrei  ;  all  .Sanniur  watched  it  with  the 
keenest  interest.  Which  wnidd  .Mile,  (irandel  marry' 
Wniild  it  he  M.  I,'  I'lVMdeiit  or  M.  Adoljihe  des  Grassin's? 
Snnie  -nU.d  tile  prnhleiii  hy  saying  that  .\I.  (irandet  would 
give  hi-  daughter  tn  neither,  'i'he  old  cnnper  (said  they)  wa.s 
cnji-uined  witii  an  aiuhitioii  to  havt'  a  peer  id"  France  for  hi.s 
son-in-law.  and  he  was  on  the  Innk-niit  i'nr  a  peer  of  France, 
wile  \'nv  the  consideration  of  an  income  of  three  hundred 
thnii-and  livres  wniild  jind  all  the  pa-t,  pre.-ent.  and  future 
hari'i'I.-  uf  liie  (Jr.indets  no  nh-taclc  to  a  match.  Others  de- 
imirrcd  tn  ihi.-.  and  iirgid  that  hoth  .M.  and  Mine,  di's  (Jras- 

sin-  came  nf  a  g I  family,  that  they  had  wealth  enough  for 

anyihing.  that  Adolphe  was  a  very  good-lnnking.  pretty  be- 
haved young  man.  and  that  unh-ss  the  (irandets  had  a  Pope's 
iicphcw  >niiicwhere  in  the  hackground,  thev  ought  to  he  satis- 
lied  with  .1  match  in  everv  way  so  suitahle;  for  they  were 
iinhndie-  after  all:  all  Saumnr  had  seen  (Irandet  going  about 
with  an  ,ii!ze  in  hi>  hand-,  an. I  moreover  he  had  worn  the  red 
c.ip  ii(  Ijhcrty  in  his  time. 

'I'iie  mn?T  a-tute  oh-crvers  remarked  that  y\.  fVuehot  de 
linnfMn-  w,i>  free  (d'  the  house  in  tlie  High  Street,  while  his 
rival  n;il\  visited  there  on  Siinda\s.  Some  maintained  that 
.Mnie.  de-  (;ra<-ins.  being  on  more  intimate  terms  with  the 
women  n[  thi'  house,  h.id  nppor'unities  of  inculcating  cer- 
tain ill.  a.-  wiiuh  sooner  or  later  must  conduce  to  her  success. 
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Others  rflortcil  tliiit  ili,-  .\\,\>r  ( ■nirli.it  hml  tlif  iiio>t  insinuat- 
ing niiiiiniT  ill  iiic  wiirl.l.  a\iA  that  uilli  a  i  liiirrlnniin  nn  one 
Bi(k'  and  a  wumaii  lui  iIh'  hiIm  r  ih,.  cliaiicc-  ucri'  alioiit  even. 

'"It  is  ^'i)\vn  a,i:aiii-i  ca—o,!,,"  -.^iJd  a  Incal  wit. 

Tlio.-c  who-i'  iihiiH'i-ii  ~  \\v\\\  t'iirlhcf  liack,  ^ai(l  tliat  tlic 
(Jramlfi-  uitc  tnn  priiiii'iu  in  \r\  all  that  ]ii-i>]i('rtv  ^^o  om  of 
the  laiiiilv.  Mill',  luiLit'nii'  (ii'andri  ,,(  Saiimiir  WdiiM  ho  niar- 
riml  oiif  (if  th'-.'  ila\-  \n  !!,,•  -on  of  tlir  nijicr  M,  (iramlct  "f 
Tans,  a  rich  \v!in|,-alc  wiiir  tiicrchaiit.  'I".i  th.'-c  Ixitli  Crii- 
C'!ii»tiii>  aiid  (ira->iiii.-!r-  wi-yr  wcint  \n  n']ilv  a-  t'ullow'-: 

'"In  liic  llr-t  [iLiiv,  liic  hr(itli('r>  lia\i'  nni  nirt  twice  in 
tliiny  _\rar.s.  Tlicn  M.  (iranijci  <it'  I'aris  is  aiiihiiious  for 
tliat  son  of  his.  lie  hiiii-iM'  is  mayor  ,,{  his  (livi>ioM  of  the 
(I(>l)artiiiciit,  A  dcjMiiy,  a  i<  lonrl  of  the  .National  (Jiianl.  and 
a  judm'  of  the  t  rihiinal  of  ("iiniicrcc.  He  lUn-  not  own  to  anv 
relation>hii)  wiili  the  <iran'!.'ts  of  Sauiiiiir.  and  is  seeking  to 
connect,  hiinself  with  one  of  N'apoleon's  dukes."' 

What  will  not  |h(i|i|,'  -ay  of  an  hiare-s!'  Hiigeiiie  (irandet 
was  a  stock  .-uhject  of  conver-a; ion  for  twentv  leagues  round; 
nay,  in  imhlie  convtyaiuv-,  ( \cn  a.-  far  as  .\ngers  on  the  one 
hand  and  ]5Iois  on  the  oiIk  r ! 

In  the  hcgiiining  of  the  year  Is]  1  the  Cnichotins  gained 
a  fignal  victory  (.ver  the  Cra.-inistes.  'l"he  young  Manfuis 
de  Froidfoiid  i)eing  coin|iel!.  d  to  ivali/e  his  capital,  the  estate 
of  FroKlfond.  ceh^hraied  \\.r  it<  park  and  its  hand.soine 
chateau,  was  for  sale:  together  with  its  dependent  farms, 
rivers,  ii>iiponds.  an<l  forest;  altogether  it  was  worth  tiiree 
million  francs.  M.  ( 'rue  hot,  i're>id,.nt  Cruchot.  and  th.' 
Ahhe  Cruchot  hy  uniting  their  forces  had  managed  to  prevent 
a  jiroposed  division  into  small  lot-.  The  notary  niad(>  an  un- 
comnionlv  good  iiaigain  for  his  elimt.  representing  to  th- 
young  manjuis  that  the  purchase  money  of  the  -mall  lot- 
couhj  nnl\  he  collected  afrr  <Miille<s  trouhle  and  expense,  and 
that  he  wo;il,|  have  io  <ue  a  laru'e  [iroportion  of  the  purcha.sor- 
for  it:  while  here  wa-  M.  (irandet,  a  man  who<e  credit  stood 
high,  anil  who  was  moreover  ready  to  pav  for  the  land  at 
ouco  in  hard  coin,  it  would  be  better  to  take  M.  Orandet's 
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offer  In  this  way  ihe  l-ur  ruan|.nsatc  of  Froi.lforul  was  swal- 
lowL.,1  .l,)wi,  l.v  M.  (;ran.l..t.  who,  to  the  aMia/...,.i..nt  of  Sau- 
inur,  paid  lor  ,t  in  ready  i.ionov  (do.liicnn-  .liscount  of 
(■our.-,.)  as  .MMwi  as  tlw  n.,juin.<l  forinaliiic.s  uvrf  .•o,„|.lH..d 
ll.c  .„.ws  nl  tl.i.s  tran-artioii  trawl-d  far  and  wido;it 
rrachcd  Orl.Mii-.;  it  was  spoken  of  at  Xantcs. 

M.  (irand..t  w.nt  to  see  his  chaieau.  and  on  this  wise:  a 
'■■■in  happened  to  l,e  relurnin-  thiiher.  so  he  e.nhraeed  this 
<'l'P"';tnnity  of  v,s„in-r  his  newly  a,.,,iired  prup.,,v.  and  took 
a  look  round  m  the  eapa.ity  of  ow,,,.,..  Then  ),.■  iviurned  to 
Naunuir,  well  eoininred  ,hat  this  mvestnunt  w„ul.l  hrin- 
bun  in  a  el..ar  liv.  p,,-  ,,,„,  ,„d  ,i,,,,  ,,„,,  ,,  „„,.„i,i,,,„,  ^,„,': 
bition.  he  would  add  hi.  .wn  hits  of  lan.l  to  the  inanpusate 
ol  iToHltond.  and  evrryihin-  >h,Hildl,e  within  a  rin-  fence' 

xhau  h  l''"lf  ''";"""''\f'  J'i'"-"-  t"  '•'•pl.'ni^h  h.:aIn,ost 
.xhau>te<l  eoir.r-  he  would  cut  ,lnw„  everv  stick  of  timher  in 
"s  eopses  and  ln,,.Ms.  and  fell  the  poplars  "in  his  n.eadows 
n  IS  easy  alhr  this  explanation  to  understand  all  that  Wii 
" '        words,   -M.    (iran<let's    hou.- 


his 
J 
eonveved   hv 


th. 


rug 
eold, 


dreary,  and  sih.nt  house  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  unde^ 
tile  shadow  ot  the  ruined  ramparts. 

Two  pillars  ..ui.i.ortrd  the  areii  ahove  the  donrwav,  and  for 
tlie.^e  a.  also  l„r  th<.  huildin-  <.f  the  hou>e  itself;  a  porous 
crumhlin.u'  stone  peculiar  ,o  the  distriet  alon.r  ,he  hanks  of 
ttic  Louv  had  heen  employed,  a  kin.l  of  tufa  .so  soft  that  at 
most  ,t  seareely  lasts  for  two  hundred  years.  Ha,n  and  frost 
'lad  i,'nr '  ■ 


.irnawed  numerous  ir 


rei,nilar 


'■u 


nous  elFeet;  the  i)iers  and 


loies  in  the  surfaiv.  witii 


tliey  Were  ( 
in 


omposei 


1  of 


the  voii.<s;()irs  !( 


■reiieli  architect  1 


th.'  vermicular  stone 


>iuil  as  Ihouif} 


1  re. 


^*  olten  met  with 


•Ttal  ol  a  jail.     Ai;ove  tl 


le  (loorwav  niiirht 


tiaxc 


'H  the 


'  i-relief  of  harder  stoi 
"I'lorn   lii.nires 


K'  arch  ther 


e  was  a  liinL'  sculptured 


le.  represcjitimr  il 


iiur  Sea.- 


aL'cu 


ons,  tour 


^-ivlh-f  11 


Diackened,    ind   weather  worn.      .\ 


"oiiie  chance-sow 


icH'  was  a  project! 111.'  ledire  of  i 


jove 


ouulweed 


even 


11    plants   had   ti 


nasonrv  where 


IkCii   root;   vel 


low 


a   plantain  or  tWi 


now  had  reached  a  fair  1 


an. 


lei'dit. 


il  little  cherrv-t 


p'.'llitory, 
rce,  that 


,y  i;i<;i:mi:  i;k.\mh;t 

TUr  iiiM-i\-  .!""r  II  ■'•II'  "'  '■  "'■  ''•"•'^  ""'^-  -'"'""'^  "'"* 
warp.'d.  a:i.!  lui!  -I'  rnhk-.  'ml.  (v\,\v  a>  it  I'.ok.'.l.  it  \va,-» 
flniih  h-M  i---tlh  r  !>>  a  -  i'.'  -  ■!  n-m  naiU  will,  luiu'i-  lu'iuU. 
.Irivr'ii  iiilo  ill,-  «..n,l  111  a  -uiinirinral  .l.'-i-ii.  In  the  iiinl- 
,11,.  th,.,..  ua^  a  -mail  -i'-"''  ■^■'•"i".-  •"^'"•'I  "i'''  riHty  imn 
bar-,  uiiieh  -  r\-l  a-  an  .-.m-r  lur  a  .1  -r  i.nock.T  wlii.li 
hull-  tli.'tv  irntn  a  nnj.  aii.l  Mru.  K  iiMnri  ili"  ni.na.  in-  lira.l  a 
iivr.a  ir-n  l'"ll.  'I'll''  kiKM-krr  iImII'.  nUIuii-  m  ^liapr,  \va-  ol 
[h..  kin.l   ihal   our  :nu.~l.'V'  i;-''l   t-  -iMl  ^>  "•la'l'i'"'^"'' ."  ■""' 

„nt   nnlil..-  a  Inf.-  n-i '  fnlniirai  hai.      If  an  ainh|iiarv  lia.l 

,.^.,nnn.'.l  it  .aivfiillv.  h.'  mijlil  ha'-'  !'n;n.l  -nn,.  \r.\v>'<  of 
th,>  -rui,.M|iir  Ininiaii  \<'.r\  ikat  it  n;ir,.  nnivHait.Ml.^lmi  tli.' 
r,.,t!inv-  Ml  th,'  tvjiiral  (  luwii  lia.l  Inii-  mii-''  Ih-ii  .■tracfd  by 
, .instant  uvar.  ''I'lir  Imlc  L-ralin-  hnl  Im-.h  ina.K'  in  past 
time-  m1'  ,i\i1  war.  .-o  iliai  t!i''  li"u-r!iMi,i  mi-!,i  nM.ijni/,.'  llicir 
frirn.l-  with.. lit  h.  I.Mv  a.liiiiltin-  thfiii.  hnt  ii'-w  ii  atr.inli'd 
t,»  iiHiiii-itiv,- cw-  a  \i.'W  ..I'  a  .lank  an.l  -iM.nny  anliway.  and 
;i  tli-ht  <'f  hr.'k.n  >i  ;.-  l.M.lmu'  I"  a  n..t  iinj.utiiri-.|ii.'  j-'ar- 
(l.^n'-hat  in  hv  thnk  wail,^  t!ir..iii:h  wiii.h  \hr  .lain],  was  ..oz- 
in-.  an.l  a  ii.  .I;:.-  <>(  M.kly-I...>kinu'  >liriih-.  Th.-  watl^  were 
pin-i  i.f  t!i.'  nl.l  l'..rinirati.>n-.  an.l  np  ahov.^  iip.>n  th.'  rainpar's 
ihcr.'  u.  1"  VI  t  ..th.-r  -anh'iis  h.'!.>n,i:in,-  t.)  sinnc  ol'  the  lua-h- 
i)i)rin-  li.in>.'S. 

A   .|..-.r   h.'iH'all:    ihf   an-h   nf   th.'   -at.'way  ..p.-iicd   into  a 
hiru'c  pai'ii.r,  ihf  pnn.  ipal   r.K.in  mi  the  -r.ain.l   ll.i.)r.         - '•-• 
people  (..inprehm.i  ih.'  iinporiaiur  ..1'  this  apartment  in  littlo 
towns  in  Anj.ni.  H.Tn.  ami  'roiiraiii.'.     The  parlor  is  also  the 
liall.  drawin,ir-room.  >liidy.  an. I  l...u.loir  all   m  .>ii.':  it   is  th.' 
..-ta.i:.-  on  whieh  the  .Iraina  of  .h'm.'-iie  lii'e  is  play.'.l.  th.'  very 
heart   an.l  eentre  of  the   home.      llilher  the   hainliv-er   re- 
paiivd  ..nee  in   5ix  month.-  to  .ii!    M.   (irandet'>   hair.      '11'.'' 
t.ii.ini.-.  and  the  cure,  th.'   -m.-pr.' let    ami   the   miller's   la.l. 
w.'i-e  all  .dike  shown  int..  ihi-  n".i!i.     Tlu'iv  were  tw.)  wimh.ws 
wlii.h    l-.okeil   out    up..!i    th.'    ,-tivet.  the   ll'^.r  was    h..arde.l. 
ih.'  uai;-  w.Te  panel. 'd  fr<>m  tlo.'r  to  eeilin.-.  eov.'i'e.l  with  old 
carvm---.  and   painte.l   -ray.     Tlu'   rafter-   w.t.'   I.;!    visible, 
and   w.iv  Lkewi-,.  paint.'.!   -ray.  tlu'   pla:-t.'r  in   ihlervening 
jipaets  was  yellow  wilii  a-c. 
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An  oM  !,n.s  .-lu.k  .a-r  miI,i„1  w,tli  nralH'.. 


I" 

liios  in  tortoist'- 


-;'  adorn...     «m,   ru.)..  .  arwn,.     M.n.  n   ..,.,1  ^ ,^Z; 

'"■''."^''."""""■'' "•  «ln,.h  wa.  ,  .,.!„  a,.un  l>v  the 

-l-lHWMH.anM.lanu,|..,,„,r,,,,.,-,,,,,,,,^,,,,^;,^.,      ;^      1^^ 

•IVu    l.nuuhnl    .eon....    ..f   ..Id-.l    ..„,.,.,.    wh,.].  a.lorned 

;  ""•  <n,|     f  ,i,„  rlumuvy-in.,.  an>w..,v,i  a  .louM,-  purpose 
:'';'';n...svvln..h...nv.la,..an.ll..-.H.k..,.w..n'reL^ 


;''"■"""'  "''^' '"^""  >t..m,  fi,„.,i  ,„to  an  anh.p,..  ..„,p.,.  ,on- 
I'ar  u|,l-ia>l,„,n..,l   .-hair^   uviv  ..nwiv.!   w 
^^'H.h  li.r  laM.s  „[  La  Font; 

I'Mi  iu,ou|..d.,.  of  ,h.  an.lH.r  wa>  n..pur.:i  UMu-.K^  ^ 

'''',7;''7^-  '•''••'- -1'-  1-1, ad.lha.llv.  and, lu... u^- 
-   ;    tiu.  n.urcs  w,.n.  hanllv  v,>,b!..  thn.n.h  a  n.ultitude 


itli   tapi'>try,  .)n 
iiiir  unv  .l.pict,.,!;  |„it  athor- 


,        ■'"'•"*  """■'-''  •""  "!"•"  it.^  siu-tmv  Mood  in  the  space 
;-;:;;  •^■;-wun,ou.  and  .,nH,..  wall.  aU.ve;;::^;^ 

;.  ';-7;''''^  '-•.^'-.rations  of  , In.  had  want..nlv  . .b- 
■ '•  i  =1  <■  ;^'^l.'.,^  nil  ,t>  ..xi.t..„....  ha.l  h...onH.  pn.hh.niatieal 
'M'^ransn.  paM..l,uM..o„rlH.  u-all..ppU,  th,.  fi^: 
:-     7;'7-';''l'-vdto,vpn...n,  ^l^u..(l;an.let•s.rand- 
;   7"I''-M..   ■IaIJ..ri..llH'.r...a.alu.n,..nantinthoGuari 
•"   '.""■  "ther  the  late  Mm,..  (;..„,nu,t  a.  a  <hophorde.r 
n,„M,„  ,,,rtain.s  of  ;,,■„.  ,/r  T.nrs  ^yvn•  hnn'^  in  the  win 

;- ;n,d  hM..ned  ha,.k  wuh  s,lk  eonls  and  hu..rta"H      S 
'>'-'>..  of  the  house,  hke  the  p-er-glas..  the  brass  timep  ece. 


I 


20 


ki-(;i:mi:  <;uam)i:t 


~(uc.ik1   corner  :Mde- 


thc   tapc.-trv-covrnMl   cliair-.    ainl    ln''   r<> 
boards.     Iiitln'  I'ih-iImt  wnnl-w  ^to.„l  a  >ira\v-l)otiuiiioil  c-hair. 
raisi'il  nil  hliH-ks  of  wu.mI.  -  tiiat   .Mine.  (Irandci  could  watch 
the  pa.-.-cr.-hv  a.-  ^h.•  .sii.      .\    work-iahlr    of    cherry  wood, 
bleached  and  lad. mI  h\  tiir  li^'iit.  !i!lrd  th>'  other  window  .•^pace, 
and  cl<i-f  'iM'Mdr  II   Iv.i-.hiie  (IraiideiV  litlle  armchair  was  .-et. 
Tile  lives  ul'  iiioihrr  and  dau.i,duer  had  llowcd  on  tranquilly 
for  lil'tiM-u  wai'-.      i>ay  ai'ler  day.   Ironi   .\pnl  to   Xovenihor, 
th(y  sat  at  work  in  liir  uindnw<;  hut  llir  fir.-t  day  nf  the  lat- 
ter iiioniii    Un',ii<\   ihciii   h.-idf  ihe   tire,  where  they  took  up 
their  p.'^iiion.-   for  tiie  u  inter,     (irandet   would  not   allow  a 
lire  to  i.e  li.-d.ted   in   I'ae   room   i,er,)re  that   date,  nor  a>rain 
after  the  :il-l  of   Maivli.  let  the  early  days  of  <])vuvj:  or  of 
autuiiui   1m'  io!d   a.-   they  nii-ht.       Biu'     .Xanoii     inanat:-ed   by 
stealth   li>   nil  a   little  lirazier  with  ^Ldowinu'  a-he.-    from   the 
kitchen  llr.',  and  m  lliis  wa\   the  chilly  e\enin,i:s  of  .\pril  and 
October  were  renderid  toliraldt'  for  Mine,  ami  Mile,  (irandet. 
All  till-  hon>ehold  linen  wa>  kept  in  r-pair  hy  the  mother  and 
dau;,dite:-;  and  so  con.-cientiously  did  they  devote  their  days 
to  this  duty  (no  li-hi  ta.d<  in  triilh).  that  if  Ku.i:enie  wanted 
to  embroider  a  eollarette  for  her  mother  she  wa.-  obliged  to 
steal  the  time  from  lier  iimir-  of  slumln'r,  and  to  re.sort  to  a 
deci-ption  to  ohiaiu  fnen  her  fatlu'r  the  candle  l)y  which  she 
worked.      For  a  lon,_'  winle  pa-t  it  liad  been  the  miser's  wont 
to  dole  out  the  eand!e>  t.,  hi:-  daiiuditer  and  hii:  Xanon  in  the 
same  way  that  he  gave  out  the  bread  and  the  other  matters 
dailv  reiiuircd  by  tlie  hon-ehold. 

Perhaps  biu'  Xanon  was  tiie  one  servant  in  exir-tencc  who 
could  and  would  havi"  endured  her  ma.ster"s  tyrannous  rule. 
r.verv  one  in  the  town  n-ed  to  envy  .M.  and  Mine,  (irandet. 
'■BiL'  Xanon."  so  (alleil  on  account  of  her  Height  of  five  feet 
eight  inches,  had  been  a  part  of  the  (irandet  hou-eludd  for 
tlnrlv-tlve  vears.  She  wa<  held  to  be  one  of  the  richest  ser- 
vant-,  in  Saumnr.  and  this  ,,n  a  yearly  waue  of  seventy 
livro!  The  seventy  liviv-  had  ai'cumulaleil  for  thirty- 
five  ve.ir-.  .md  ipiile  recen!;\  Xanon  had  depor.ited  four  thou- 
sand iivie,-  with  .M.  Cruchot  for  the  purchase  of  an  annuity. 


EUGENIE  ORAXDET 


21 


-* 

a 


I  his  result  of  a  long  and  porsevorin^-  coum"  of  thrift  appealed 
to  the  imagmation-it  .vv.vd  trcwnendnus.    Thrre  was  not  a 
nmuUorvant  in  Sa.nnur  hut  was  ..nvi,.„s  of  the  poor  woman, 
uho  by  the  t.n>e  she  had  rea.hKl  h.r  sixtu.th  year  would  have 
.MrajHHi  togetiier  enough  to  k,,.,,  herself  from'want  m  her  old 
a^'e;  but  no  one  thought  of  tl  ..  „  ,,,;  -j.,  „„,  ^^jj  ^j^^,  ^^^j  ^^.^^.^j^ 
had  gone  to  the  making  o/  that  !in!e  i.^mr] 
_    ■niirty-five  years  ago,     ,  >,,,    Nanon   ha.l  been  a  homelv, 
-";I-J.'atured  girl  of  two  ...i  nventy,  si.e  had  not  been  able 
t"  inul  a  plaee   beeause  her  appo^rauce  had   been  so   much 
apun.t  ner.     Poor  Xanon  !    it  was  really  verv  hard.     If  her 
^;-"i  I'ad  been  s-.t  on  the  shoulders  of  a  grenadier  it  would 
lun..  bmi  greatly  admir-d,  but  there  is  a  fitness  in  things,  and 
Aan-.n  s  style  ot  beauty  was  inappropriate.     She  had  been  a 
h.n..u„,nan  on  a  farm  for  a  time,  till  the  farmhouse  had 

ou'r/'''?i '/?■"';'"?  '^'"  ''  ''"'-  ^''^^'  ^^''1  «f  the  robust 
ou,<i^,.  tuat  shrinks  Irum  nothing,  she  came  to  seek  service 
in  sawmur. 

At  , hat  time  M  Grandet  wa.s  thinking  of  marriage,  and 
dli-a^y  determined  to  -et  up  housekeeping.  The  <r[r]  ^ho 
;-^  "-  -'uitfed  from  door  to  door,  oamerunder  hL  notTce 

s  nngtn  he  foresaw  at  onee  how  useful  this  feminine' Her- 
'■"l^'.<  -•nub  be  a  strongly-made  woman  who  stood  planted  as 
'""'Iv  on  her  leet  as  an  oak  tree  rooted  ,n  the  soil  where  It 
■'a>  .i-'rown  lur  two  genera, ions,  a  woman  with  square  shoul- 

io  c  V  w"^  ^'^'''  '"'^  '""'1'  ^'^"  '  P'"»«J"»-nX  and  whose 
'  ;'.t.  Y^a.  as  unquestionable  as  her  virtue.    He  was  not  dis- 

•  -  -     '.V  a  niartia    countenance,  a  disfiguring  wart  or  two. 


a   1  ompb 


^Mon  like  burnt  cay.  and  a  pair  of  sinewv  arms 

;;-";      ii<l  N anon  s  rags  alarm  the  cooper,  whose  heart  was 

I  't  :'-t  hardened  against  misery.     He  took  the  poor  girl  into 

">  .Yyiee  gave  her  food,  clothes,  shoes  and  wlges.     Xanon 

;-    1-  hard  life  not  intolerably  hard.     Xay,^hc  secrS^^ 

tachuicni  for  this  master,  who  expected  as  much  from  her 
^  t.ver  teudal  lord  required  of  a  serf 
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Xanon  di.l  all  th,.  work  ol  the  hou.<o.  She  did  fhc  cook- 
ing and  llu'  war-lui!-.  rarrviii-  all  thr  liiu-n  down  to  iho  Loire 
and  brmunng  it  back  uu  hVr  >liould.T<.  Sh..  ro.-c  at  daybreak 
and  went  to  be<l  lal.-.  it  wa~  .-he  who,  without  any  assistance, 
cooked  I'nr  the  vinta^^T>  in  the  autunin.  and  looked  sharply- 
after  tlie  inarket-tolk.  Sue  watched  over  her  master's  prop- 
erty like  a  faithful  <ln,i:,  and  with  a  blind  belief  in  him;  ?he 
obeyed  his  iiio-i  arbitrary  eommands  without  a  murmur — 
his  whiiiis  wwv  law  to  her. 

After  twi'iuy  year.-  of  service,  in  the  famous  year  1811, 
when  the  vintage  had  been  gathcri'd  in  after  uuheard-of  toil 
and  irimbli',  tirandet  made  up  his  mind  to  present  Nanon 
■with  his  Old  waleh,  the  only  gift  she  had  ever  received  from 
him.    She  certainly  liad  the  reversion  of  his  old  shoes  (which 
happened  to  lit  h'v),  but  as  a  rule  they  were  ^-o  far  seen  into 
already  that  tli^y  were  of  little  n.-e  to  any  one  els(>.  and  could 
not  be'looked  upon  as  a  present.   Sheer  necessity  had  made  the 
poor  girl  so  pemirioKs  that  (Irandet  grew  quite  fond  of  lier  at 
last,  and  regarded  her  with  the  same  son  of  afTection  that  a 
man  gives  to  his  dog;  an<l  as  for  Nanon,  she  cheerfully  wore 
the  collar  of  servitude  set  round  with  spikes  that  she  had 
ceased  to  feel.     Craudel  might  stint  the  day's  allowance  of 
bread,  but  she  did  not  grumb'e.     The  fare  might  be  scanty 
and  poor,  but  Nanon's  spirits  did  not  suffer,  and  her  health 
appeared  to  benclil ;  there  was  never  any  illness  in  that  house. 
And  then  Xaii-u  was  one  of  the  family.     She  shared  every 
mood  of  Grandet's.  laughed  when  he  laughed,  was  depressed 
when  he  was  out  of  spirits,  took  her  views  of  the  weather  or 
of  the  temperature  from  him,  and  worked  with  Iiim  and  for 
him.     This  equality  was  an  element  of  sweetness  which  made 
up  for  many  hardships  in  h"r  lot.     Out  in  the  vineyards  her 
master  had  never  said  a  word  about  the  small  peaches,  plums, 
or  nect.irines  eaten  under  the  trees  that  are  planted  between 
the  rows  of  vines. 

"t'uiiM'.  Nanon,  take  as  much  as  you  like,"  he  would  say, 
in  years  whin  ilie  braiiciics  were  bending  beneath  their  load, 
and  fruit  was  .-.»  abuml.int  that  the  farmers  round  about  were 

forced  to  give  it  to  the  pigs. 


Err.EXIE  r.RANDET  03 

For  tho  peasant  -iri,  for  the  out.loor  farm  .orvant,  who  had 

known  noihin-  but  Imr.h  iroatnuMit  fn.ni  <-hiMh..o.l,  for  tlie 

,L".r!   who  ha,l   hrr      n-M-uvd   from  .starvation   hv  c^haritv    old 

'"■amlrt  >  r(|iuv,M-,u  hui-litcr  was  like  a  rav  of  sunshine  '  Bc- 

.M,lt>.  XanonV  >inii.l,.  natinv  and  limiird"  infili-oncv  could 

■;;)ly  .•nt.nam  one  ulfa  at  a  time;  and  durin-  those  thirty- 

!i\.'  .vr.ir-  ol  .-rrviee  one  picture  was  con^tantlv  present  to  her 

■n.n,l-sh,.  >aw  herself  a  harefoote,!  .i,-]  in  n.;rs  standin;^  at 

iiie  ,^ate  ot    .\I.  (irandet's  liiui.er  yard,  and  heard  the  sound 

ot  the  euopers  Voice,  >ayin-,  ••\VluU   i.   it,  lassie?-  and  the 

^^•"■M.th  ol   .::rat,tude  liiled   her, heart  to-dav  a.  it  did   then 

N.metMH.,..  a^  he  watclud  h..-,  the  thou^dil  can.c  up  in  Gran- 

det>  nnud  liow  that  no  >yllahle  of  prai<e  or  admiratmn  had 

'  V.  r  iKvn  hreathed   in  lier  cars,  that  all  the  ten.ler  feelin-^ 

•nai  a  won.an  m.^pires  had  no  existence  for  her.  and  that  <he 

nii-iit    well    appear    before    (iod    one   dav    as    eha>te    a^    the 

\  ir-n  Mary  !.er-elf.     At  >uch  times.  ]u-ompted  hv  a  sudden 

"iquiNe  ol  pity,  he  wo„M  exclaim.  -I'oor  \anon  '"" 

'!,e  remark  was  alway>   followed  by  a-   indescribable  look 

tr.m,  tbe  old   servant.     The  words  so  spoken   from   time  to 

|,".ie  were  >.parate   links   in   a   Ion-  and   unbroken  chain  of 

'■■''■"'Nliip.     Hut  .nthi>  pity  m  the  miser-s  soul,  wluch  pave 
'^  thr,|,  ,,,,!,.,.„,„  ,„  (,„,  |„„„,^^.  ^^.^^_^^^^_^^  ^1^^^^^^  ^^^^^  something 

inde.eribably  revolt. n-^.  It  was  a  cold-blooded  pitv  that  stirred 
';"■  "-h>r,-.  heart:  it  wa<  a  hixurv  that  co.t  ium  nothing 
'"'!  M-  -Naiion  It  meant  the  hei-ht  of  happinos!  Who  wih 
"''!  likewise  siy.  "I'oor  Xanon!"  (iod  will  one  dav  know 
n';ai,-e|>  bv  the  tones  of  their  voices  an.l  bv  the  sorrow 
I  :'liieii  III  tneir  hearts. 
'I'li'  re  w.r<.  plenty  of  hou..ehold<  in  Saumur  where  servants 

^^'■'■,.  Letter  treated,   but   wIutc  their  emplov.'rs.  neverthele^. 

"U';^-l   M"''ll  oomf(,rt   in  return.     Wherefore  people  asked' 
\\  ^..i   have  the.  Gran.lcts  d<me  to  that  hi-  Xanon  of  theirs 

;■'■■''    -"-   >lHmld    be   .M.   attached    to   them?      «he   would   go 

ttirnuL'h  lire  and  water  to  .-erve  them  !"' 
^  II'T  kit.  hen.  with  its  barred  wimlows  that  looked  out  into 

'i'"  ,v..rd,  was  always  clean,  cold,  aii<l  tidy,  a  ihorou^di  miser's 
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kilfhc'ii.  in  wlii.-h  iiot!iiii.r  was  alluuvd  to  Ix'  wasU'd.  Whou 
Ninon  hail  \va>!a,l  ii.r  i''a!(-  :r.'A  .li-lu's.  luii  ilu'  rc" 
o:  the  (linii.i-  inlo  llir  .-.it.,  aii^i  rakd  niil  tia>  lire.  si.  . !, 
licr  kiichuu  (whicii  w.i-  ■■ii!y  .-cp.iriii'il  fi..ni  thr  dining-rooin 
hv  the  l.Pfadlh  ul'  a  pa-.-a-r),  and  -al  d-\.n  In  -pm  \u'U\\>  in 
lilt-  cotiijiaiiy  ui  hir  nnpli.yi  i'<,  fm-  a  sm-l.'  caiidlr  iiiii>t  .-uf- 
iicc  l'..r  ilir"\vli..!c  I'.iiaily  in  tlic  rvciiMiLr.  'I'ln'  -■rviiiu'-niaid 
sli'pt  in  a  litllr  dark  ci.i-rt  i't  t!if  riid  ni  liir  pa-^a-c,  i;[  only 
hv  a  iinrr.'wrd  li-iil.  Nan<in  had  a'l  ii'^n  fon-titution  and 
.<ound  h.-altii.  which  ■  nahh'd  iin-  to  -icLp  wiih  iinpiiinfy  yi>ar 
after  viar  in  tiiis  iu'le,  whi  iv  -he  couM  hi-ar  the  slij,dili'.-;t 
.-DWiid  that  hrokc  tiic  heavy  sileiue  hroiKriiiLT  day  and  niirht 
over  ihc  hou.-r;  slie  !.iy  like  a  watih-doj:.  witii  one  ear  oi)en ; 
she  was  never  eli'  duty,  not  even  wliile  -he  slept. 

Some  de.-cri!ition  oi  tiie  re-t  of  ine  house  will  he  necessary 
in  the  {'lurse  of  I'ne  story  in  eoinieeiioii  with  hiter  events; 
hut  the  park>r,  wiiei-ein  all  the  splendor  and  luxury  of  tho 
hou^e  was  eMiieeiiiraied.  has  heeii  >ketehed  already,  and  the 
einptine-s  and  hareiie.-s  oi  the  np[ier  rooms  ean  he  surnused 
for  the  pn.-eiit. 


It  was  in  the  niiddle  of  Xoveiidior,  in  tho  yoar  181!>,  twi- 
light was  tomiii.i:  on.  and  hi<r  Naiion  wa-  linhtinL'  a  lire  in 
thv  parlor  for  tlie  lir,-t  time.  It  was  a  fe-tival  day  in  the 
caieiid.ir  of  the  Cruehotins  ami  ( ir.i->ini-ii -.  wherefore  the 
^ix  ania,L:oiii.-ts  were  jirepariim'  to  Mt  fortli.  all  armed  cap-a- 
])ie,  for  a  eonte.-t  in  whieh  each  >ide  i.ieani  to  outdo  the  other 
in  proofs  of  friend-hiji.  'i'lie  Crandets'  parlor  w.is  to  he  the 
scene  of  action.  Tliat  mornim:  Mine,  and  Mlh'.  (irandet, 
duly  attended  hy  Naiioiu  had  repaired  to  the  parish  cltureh 
to  hear  mass.  All  Saumiir  had  >ceii  them  iro.  ami  everv  om^ 
iiad  hecn  put  in  mind  of  the  fact  tiiat  if  was  Kuuenieks  birth- 
dav.  M.  Criiehot,  the  Ahhe  Cruehot,  and  M.  ('.  de  Bonfons. 
tlurefoie,  liavine-  calculated  the  hour  when  dinner  would  bo 
o\cr.  Were  (Miirer  to  h.'  first  in  the  field,  and  to  arrive 
befor.  the  (irassiiHstes  to  coiiLTratulate  >ri!e.  (irandet.  All 
tliree  carried  huge  biinciies  of  tlowers,  gatliered  in  tiieir  iittle 
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gnnlr,;  plot.,  but  tlio  stalks  of  the  ina-istrato's  bouquot  were 
ingcmously  Umn.l  ruin,  :  |,v  a  white  >aiiii  nbhon  with  a  tinsel 
in  up'  at  the  ends. 

I"  '1';'  ii.onun;.'  M,  (ira.Hlet  ha.i  ^^one  to  Eui^onie's  room 
b.'ion   .hv  had  left  i;,.r  b(  d.  and  had  >olenuilv  presented  her 
"■nil  a  rare  -r.ld  ,■,.,„.     Jt  wa.  her  lather's  wont  to  surprise 
-'^r  in  tin.  way  iwi.v  .  ven  year-oiur  ..n  her  birthdav,  once 
""   '1"'  '■'i^uiUy  nieniural,!,.  .[ay  of  he,-  patnm  saint.  "  Mine 
'■'•■"id.i    uMially   Kave  hrr  .laii.^'nter  a   winter  or  a  si,  ^nner 
•.!■>-.  arrurdm-  to  .in-iunManees.     The  two  dresses  and  two 
;:..la  eo,„,.  whK-l,  ,.!„.  HH-envd  on  her  falher-s  birthdav  and 
-"   -N'«    'I  ears   hay.  alto-ether  ainounte.l  to  an  annual  in- 
"""-  "1  n.arly  a  hundred  crowns :  (irandct  Iov.mI  to  wateh  the 
"-■•"■>^u-.unn,!a,n,.^  in  her  hands.     He  did  not  part  with  his 
'""'".^  ■  '"■  l^'l'  tl'at  It  was  -uily  like  takin^^^  „  ...it  of  one  bov 
■■'"'1  1-itiin,,^  it   mio  another:  and   besides,  was  it  not,  so  to 
>i"'.iK.  1-lenn-  a  j.n.prr  re-ard  r,,r  <rM  in  his  heiress?  she 
ua>  beinu-  trained  in  the  way  in  which  she  should  ^'o.     Xow 
^'•'"    "'"n  li-'  asked   for  an  aeeount  of  her  walth    (fornier'v 
^we!i,.d  by  o-,t,s  fro„,  the  La  Bertelliere.^),  and  each  time  he 
'.id  .^o  Iw  UM.d  to  tell  her,  -This  will  be  vour  dozeu  when  you 
ar''  married. 

The  ,/,-:.„  is  an  old-world  custom  whieh  has  lost  none  of  its 
I;"'--  and   ,.  .1,11  reh-iou.iy  adhered  tu  in  ..everal  midland 
'.'^tiKi,  ,n   1- ranee,     in  i5erri  or  .\njou  when  a  daughter  is 
'"arned,  it  i.  incumbent  upon  lu-v  parents,  or  upon  her  bride- 
^-om  s  tamily.  lo  ^ive  h.r  u  pur.e  eontaminj,  either  a  dozen, 
'"■  tw,lv,.  doz,  n,  or  twelve  hun.livd  iiold  or  silver  coins    the 
a'>.""iU  varym-  with  the  me;,„s  <,f  the  familv.     The  poorest 
■  iTd-u-l  would  not  he  eontem  witlmut  he,-  ]lo:en   when  she 
'"'"■'"•'1.   <;vcn    If   she   could   only    hrin,::   twelv.     pence   as   a 
•i-^'T.     Ihey  talk  even  yet  at   N.ondun  -d'  a  fabulous  dozen 
'"■'  c  -iv.,,  to  a  neb  heire...,  wind,  eonsisi,.!  of  a  hun.lred  and 
'■>ly-lour    l'ortugu...-e     moidoiv..;   and     when     (.'atherine   de 
■Me.li.i.  was  married  to  Henry  Ij..  her  uncle.  n,,m,.ni   VII 
.-a-.e  in,,  bride  a  dozen  antupie  o-„|,l  „„.dals  of  priceless  value' 

hii-mie  wore  her  new  dre.s  at  dinner,  and  looked  prettier 
"'an  UMiul  HI  It;  her  father  was  in  hi-h  -ood  humor 
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Kugenie's  birth- 


"Lot   u>   liJivc  :i    tiiT."   li'    .i'Hil.  "a.-   il    I- 
Jnv  I     ll  will  111'  a  U'l"'!  "'ii'  m  '■  ' 

'••.Miuinuniscilr  will  u.'  niarn^.,]  uithin  the  year,  that's  cer- 
tain," naul  liiL^  Nanoii.  a-  ,-ii.-  ivm<ive,l  tlie  reinain.s  of  a 
g()()>r,  that  |iiicasiiii  nf  i\\v  .  noj.cr-  of  SaiMiiur. 

-There  i~  ih.  niir  liia:  1  .nn«  ..T  in  Saiimiir  who  would  do 
for  Ku;:enii\'"  -aid  Mi'ii'.  (iraiidii.  witii  a  timid  ^daiiee  at  her 
Imshand.  a  -laiicr  thai  nwalcd  iiuu-  ruii.:.K'lfly  lirr  husljaiid's 
tvraiinv  had  hr.^krii  I'lf  |)onr  winuair-  .-pint. 
"  (iraiidn  iook.il  ai  ii:.-  daiiL'-htrr.  and  said  merrily,  -\Ve 
uniA  naily  h.-in  to  think  alMUii  hrr;  the  little  -irl  )-  tweiity- 
tluTe  year-  uld  t.i-day. 

Ni'itht-r  Hu^'enie  nov  liiT  motlier  said  a  word,  hut  they  ex- 
clian_'-"d  ;:lanees:  they  iindrr-tnod  each  ntlu'r. 

Mmi'.  tlrandrfs  I'aec  was  thm  and  wriiiklrd  and  yellow  as 
satfrui' ;  ?-iie  was  awkward  and  slow  in  her  movenieiU-.  one  of 
ihoM'  hiMm:<  who  .-rem  h-en  to  1m'  tyrannixrd  over.  Slie  was 
a  larL'cdioiiiMl  woman,  wiiii  a  larp'  no-e,  lar-e  eyes,  and  a 
prominMU  t'oreii.'ad:  llicrr  seemed  to  he,  at  first  si>,dit,  some 
dim  -UL'i:e.-tion  of  a  n':-rii;!ilaneo  hctwecn  Iht  and  some  shriv- 
eled, s!  oii,i:v.  dre.!-iip  Maiit.  Tiie  few  t'-ftli  that  remained 
to  lu'r  wrn'dark  and  di-roloivd  ;  tliere  were  drcp  lines  fretted 
ahoiit  li.T  moutli,  ami  h-r  ehin  was  sometluntj;  after  the  "nut- 
craekcr""  pattern.  >;,,■  wa>  a  -o,k1  >ort  of  woman,  and  a  l.a 
Hertelliere  to  the  iMrkhonr.  The  Ahhe  Cruchot  had  more 
than  once  found  oeca.-ion  !>•  toll  her  that  she  had  not  l)een  so 
had  looking  when  -^l:r  u.i.-  youn-,  and  she  did  not  disagree 
with  him.  An  an.L.'iic-  .-wiTtness  of  di.-po>i!  ion.  the  tu'liiless 
ineekn.'-s  of  an  in>r.t  in  the  hands  of  eruid  ehilJren,  a  sincere 
jiiety.  a  kindly  heart,  and  an  ev,  n  temper  that  nothing  could 
nilllc  or  sour,  had  gaiie  d  uiii\rr,-al  D.-peel  and  pity  for  her. 

Her  appearance  might  provoke  a  smile,  hut  she  had  hrought 
her  iiu^hand  mure  than  liuee  hundred  thou-and  francs,  partly 
as  her  dowry,  j)artly  tlirougii  he.piests.  \'vi  <irandet  never 
gave  hi-  Wife  more  llian  ^ix  frane-  at  a  time  for  pocket  money, 
and  siie  always  regarded  her.-eif  a-  dependent  upon  her  hus- 
band.    The  meek  gentlenes.^  vi  lur  nature  forbade  any  revolt 
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a?nin4  In.  ,vnnn,v ;  Inu  >o  d,.,,,lv  ,i.,,  slu.  f.ol  the  humiliat^^^ 
1'-'  --'inn  ,h,u^h,.l..,l  ;,,.,.,.  a>k...,llu,nluru.ou,  and 
"!-n  ^i,  (  n,.hoMl,.n,.n,,I,.,!  i,,.,  s,™,.r.Mo  anv  doc.unont 
M..'  .iiuav.  -,y..  „  „-„h,MU  a  wunl.  This  foolish  sensitivj 
l"'"i"-  ";l"«;l'  C-r.-nnl.t  .■.mManily  and  unuutinLdv  lu.r»  this 
-na,n  unn.nv  wlnH,  h.  wa>  ,uh,.  ,n,.a,,ahh.  of  undemand- 
nr     ^^rn■  M,,,..  (.nnnl.t  >  dominant  charaderistie-s 

'■';;''•;-  --'•v-.'.l.     n>T.„u-„u-a.ahvavsof'thosame 

'',-''' '''^'V~''^'''' '''  '^'^'•''•->''.  and  usuallv  hist(.d  hornearlv 

•■'  '^^■';\"";'""i'^>iH-larp.  handkorohiofat  her  throat  was  of 

;''''';:;''''"'  "'"'''V''''^'"'-'^''-  ^''''  ™-'  ^'ra-  l,onn..t,  and 
^--;Moni>..nwuho,aahhu.ksilkaj:ro„.   S!,.  iHt  th.  house 

r  V:•■'^'''•'■  "■■'''^'''•- '■''''•- "•^■'•^' -i'i''ni  worn  01^^ 

;l--l.  Iht  r,.,i,nn.,n,.n,>  woro  v.ry  i\■^v.  .h-  nov.r  wanted  anv- 
..".:,   Iny  h.r.ol       Sonietiines  ,t  wunid  occur  to  (irandet  that 

,.;-■>  a  lon^  wh,lo  s,na.  ho  had  ^,von  the  hst  s.x  francs  to 
1.^^  u  „.,  and  hi>  con>c,onoo  wouhl  pru-k  hin.  a  littlo;  and 

^;|;;  ;;••;;■  ^nua,...  when  ho  >old  h,s  WU..JU.  always  demanded 

se 
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""-"""":>■  I;"'  Ins  ^Mi,  over  and  abovo  the  har-ain      Thes 

•'-'•;■•  t'^''  luuis  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Dutch  or  Behnan 

'■■-"ani-wcre  Mme.  C-rand-t^  only  certain  sourc,.  of  ve^rlv 

'  "■;'•,  '"'^  "'^'"'"^li  >l".  received  her  live  louis.  her  husband 

!.;;■'"  "'"■"  ~^'.-^'  '"  !''■'■'  "-^  'I'  they  ha.l  had  <me  com.non  purse 

'';';;.-;'  ^;  J;-^^-  -n.  that  you  can  lend  mer"  and  she!  poo; 

—  an.da.    iliat  ,1  un>  in  her  pouv,-  to  do  anvthin.^  fur  the 

nan  u..,,,,  her  confe>>or  alway.  tau^lu  her  t.,-re.ard  as  her 
.1  an,    n.aMer.  used  in  rcnrn  to  Inn.  more  than  one  crown 

'"   ':'    '",'■  ''"'^'  ■^""■-  '"   the  cours..  of  the  winter.      Every 
;;  ■'-'l  !-  ^land.ter  lor  needhs.  thread,  and  .nail  expenses 


tl.MI 


''■;';"";■;'•''  to  hi.  wife  (after  he  had  buttoned  up 
-■1    •     And  how  about  NoiMnother;  do  vou  want  anv- 
^."''-'thamotherVdi^nitvMme.  ('randet  would 
•'■';"•  ^     W"  ^vll!  talk  about    that   bv-and-l^-.  dear - 

'1  r  nui^nanunitv  wa>  entirdv  lo^t  upon  (iran^lef  he  con- 
^jMered  that  he  did  very  handsonu-lv  !,v  his  wife  The 
i""l-.  ;,!uc  nund  eonten.piating  the  Xanons,  the  Mme'  Gran- 
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.Ivtri,   tllC    KuL'.MUrS   of    llus    life,   hnhi-    thiU    thc    AuthOF   of   tho 

umv'.TM  .-  a  pn.l'cmi.l  .-atiriM.  and  who  will  .luarn'l  with  the 
LM.ncluMon  -r  liu'  i-liilu^nphi.'  mind:'  Afl.T  l\\v  dinner,  when 
tlu-  (iiioli-n  ni  |-;ii,-riin  ■.  Miarna-L'  had  hffii  raised  for  the 
iir.-l  tin:r,  Nannn  wnit  up  !'•  M.  <;randel">  room  to  I'etch  a 
Iwttle  ol'  hl.u  k  ciirniiit  .onluil,  and  \rvy  nearly  lust  her  foot- 
ing' on  thr  .-lairiM.-r  a.-  >he  cam.'  down. 

■•(ivfat  .-tMi'id  :  An,'  ij'in  goini:  to  take  to  tuinl»lin.u'  altout?" 
in(juired  lirr  master. 

••It  is  all  aloii-  of  the  step,  sir;  it   gave  way.     The  stair- 

ca-i'  j.-u't  .-^afe. 

-She  Is  (iUiie  ri-ht,"  said  Mnie.  (irnndet.  "You  ouj^^ht  to 
have  I'.ad  it  mended  long  ago.  Kugenie  all  but  sprained  her 
fool  ou  it  yr-li'rday." 

"Ih-n'/'saiddrandel,  wl'.osawthat  Xanon  looked  very  pale, 
"as  to-dav  IS  Ivugrnie's  l)irthday,  and  you  l:ave  nearly  fallen 
down.-taii".-,  lake  a  drop  of  hlaek  eurrant  eordial  ;  that  will  [)Ut 
you  right  again." 

"1  d'  rve  it,  toil,  upon  iny  word,"  said  .Vanon.  '-Many  a 
one  wouei  have  hroken  the  bottle  in  my  plaei-;  1  should  have 
brokru  my  rlijow  lirst,  holding  it  up  to  save  it." 

"I'ui.r  Nanon!"  muf.erfd  (irandet.  pouring  out  the  black 
cuiTanl  eordiril  for  her. 

"itid.  vou  hurt  yourself?"  a>ked  Kugenic,  looking  at  her  in 
coneern. 

-No.   1   managed  to  break  the   fall;   I  came  down  on  my 

side." 

•AVell,"  said  (irandet.  "as  to-<lay  is  Kugenie's  birthday,  I 
wdl  mend  vour  A(\)  for  you.  Somehow  you  women  folk  can- 
not manaLU'  to  juit  your  foot  down  in  the  corner,  where  it  is 
stdl  .-olid  and  safe." 

Cnind.t  look  U}i  the  candle,  left  the  three  women  with- 
out anv  other  illunnnatiou  in  the  room  than  the  bright  danc- 
ing' liieii'.:ht.  aiul  went  to  the  bakehouse,  where  tools,  nails, 
ar.'l  "d'l  jiieees  i.d'  wood  were  K'cpt. 

■■Dm  v. .11  want  anv  helpr"  Nanon  called  to  him,  when  the 
first  lilow  .-ounded  ou  the  .staircase. 
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•'Xo!  no!    I  ;ini  an  oM  h.ind  n 


ill  It,    answered  tlic  rnoper. 
At  tliK  s<rv  moinciil.  vvhil,.  (iraiidrt  was  .loins;  the  repairs 
liiMi-rll  In  1,1.  \v„rni-ratcii  MaiivaM..  and  wlii>tlinu  with  ali  his 
nn-i,t  a^  nieninr,..  nf  hn  v,,.,,,-  dav.  ..,,,1,.  .,,.  in  his  min.l, 

!ll''  thneCl-lM-hnt.   kllork,.,!   at    ihr   !lnllM.  dnnp. 

-01,.  itV  N„n.  i>  „.  .M.  Crnchu,  :'■•  ,Hk.d  Xanoti.  as  sho 
I'Mk  a  lM,,k  ilinumh  ih,.  ,.,„.,||  .„|iiaiv  ■:ratiii;r. 

"^  r-.  ■  aii.-urrrd  thf  ina;:i-irati'. 

Nanun  ..p.-nrd  ih.'  dn,,,-.  and  the  -low  (,!'  the  flroHirht  ,l,nnp 
"II  !i"'  'luvc  CnichuN.  who  were  -ropi,,-  in  the  an-hway. 

•■•Ml  :  von  have  ,„nir  to  help  ,1.  keep  lier  hirth.hiv,"  \anon 
.-aid,  a>  Ih..  -ernt  of  fjuwers  reached  her. 

••Kxcii-e  nie  a  iiHMnent.  -entlenien,-  crie,]  (irandet  who 
nvo^nix.d  the  vniee.  uf  hj-  ae. p,a inta Hees ;  -J  am  vour  v.-rv 

'"""';''■  ■'''•^•""  •    'I'iiere  N  „„  pndn  ahout  n.e ;  I  am"  i.Uehin^ 
up  a  hruken  -lair  Imtc  my^eif."  ^ 

■■'■"  ""•  .-^"  "".  M.  (.randet  .'  The  ehareoal  hnrner  is  niavor 
in  hi-  own  iioiLse,"  >aid  the  ma-JMrate  >..,Uenf iou^Iv  \o- 
1-'  V  ^:iw  the  alluMon.  and  ]„.  had  Ins  !au-h  all  to  himself 

•Mm...  an<I  Mile,  (Jrande,   rose  to  ^u^vi  them.     The  ma-is- 

"■^";^.';;"'^  ^"i^'HUap.  of  the  darki,..ss  to  .p..ak  to  En^^enie 

Will  .voii  permit  me.  mad..mni.,.lle.  on  the  anniversary  of 
"""■  '"'•=  "i^'v.  to  wi.h  ^^„  a  lun,^  sneeession  of  prosperous 
>.Mrs.  arid  may  yon  for  lo„^  pnserNe  the  health  with  which 
•v"ii  are  [)les>ed  at  present." 

""  ''"■»  ""■'■■■'■'!  hvv  ,..„•!,  a  hou.piet  of  ilowors  as  was  sel- 
'.'"H  Mvn  m  .sanmur;  and  takin-  the  ludress  hv  hoth  arms 
^avehera  k.~-  on  eith-  .■  Mde  .d'  the  throat,  a  f^rven:  salute 
-1:^  .  'reu;,httheeol„:  ao  K„.,:nie-s  faee.  The  n.a.istrate 
"■'-  '^'11  'I'.d  thin,.  >omewhat  resemhlin.u'  a  ru.tv  nail ;  this  was 
iii-  iiMtmn  nt  p.ayiiin-  court. 

.    ••""   no,    di<turh  yourselves"   said   (irand-t.   eo,,,!,,-  hack 
I"";  "1..  rnuni.     -Fine  ,|.,ni:.  the~e  of  vour>.  .M.  le  President 
'■'''!"-^!Mlays  and  holidays!"  '  ^  rc.iUcnt, 

"Wuh  nuidemoiselle  i.eside  hinu  everv  Jav  wuuld  he  a  holi- 
'!•■'>  '"••  n'.v  nephew."  answered  tlie  AM.e  Cruehot.  also  annt'd 
^wih  a   hou,|uct;  and  with  that  the  AbbO  kis.sod   Ku-a-uie'd 
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hiind.  .\>  for  M.  Cniclint.  \\r  ki--.l  inT  imccrcmnriioiisly  on 
hnlh  cliiik-.  -;i\in,L:.  ••Tin-  --ri  "I'  ihin-  iiiak.'s  us  feel  older, 
ell?     A  whiili-  \i  ,ir  "lil'T  1  MTV  iwilv  iiiniitlis." 

(iiMii'lrt  >.  t  ilowii  liir  .  ,ii;.ilr  ill  frmii  (if  thf  hniss  flock  OH 
th,.  (  !i:!iiii('\-|Mrc.';  u|pii.\'-r  a  jn!;c  aiim.-rd  liiia  he  kept  on 
rc|iratin;r  it  till  it  wa-  unni  ilircadliarc  ;  lie  did  >•>  now. 

■•,\.-  to-dav  I-  iMi-.iii'"-  iiirthday.""  hr  >aid.  "•  let  us  liave  an 
iiluriiiiiat  loll." 

Ill'  carrfiiiiv  riiii'>\!d  lii''  liraiiclii-  from  the  two  sconcfS, 
jittrd  th.'  -'Ilk.:-  iiiio  citliiT  |irdf>ial.  todk  from  Xanon's 
liaiid-  a  uiiolf  iK-w  i  amllr  wra|i|M'd  in  a  .-craii  of  ]ia]HT.  fixed 
ii  llriii!\  111  the  -ockri.  and  li.Lditfd  it.  Tln'ii  lie  went  over 
to  hi.-  uifc  and  took  u|i  his  |io>iti(in  hr>i(h'  \\r\\  looking  by 
turn-  at  his  dauL'hU'i-.  hi>  fririid.-.  and  the  two  liudilod 
candhs. 

'I'lic  Ahh.''  Cniiiiiit  wa-  a  fat.  diinipy  little  man  with  a 
wrli-W'ini,  -aiidv  jiii'iiki'.  Hi-  peculiar  type  of  face  iniirht 
ha\f  Ijrli.ii'jrd  tn  -Mill,,  nhl  lady  whose  life  is  spent  at  the  card 
lahle.  At  lln-  iiiouient  he  wa<  ,-t  fetehiiei  out  his  feet  and  dis- 
^ilaviiiLT  a  vei'v  iieai  and  .-troii;,^  pair  of  shoes  with  silver 
huekle-  un  lilelll. 

"The  de-  (;i'a--iiis  have  not  eome  round?"  he  asked. 
"Not  \i'i,"  an-wer.  d  (irandei. 

"Are  thev  .-ure  to  eoine'r"  put  in  the  Id  notary,  with 
various  eoutortioii-  ef  ,t  en\intenaiiee  as  full  of  hole.s  as  a 
eolandi  r. 

"Oh  I  ve,-,  1  think  tliev  will  coMie."  >aid  'Mine.  (Irandet. 
••Is  the   \iiilaue  oVer?"   a-ked    {'resident    di'    Honfons,  ad- 
dre»in,i:  (Iramlet.  "are  all  your  grapes  fathered?  ' 

"Yes,  evervwhere!"  an-wi'red  the  old  vineixrower.  rising 
aiul  walkin<jr  up  and  down  the  Ieiit:lh  of  the  room:  he 
^traiLdlte^ed  himself  np  as  he  -poke  with  a  eonseious  pride 
that  appeareil  in  that  word  "■■veiTwhere." 

.\s  he  pa--e(l  hy  the  doer  that  opened  into  the  passage, 
Griuid't  lau'iht  a  <:liin'pse  of  the  kitchen:  thi>  (ire  was  still 
aliiiht.  a  candle  was  hurninL''  tliere,  and  l)i,<r  Xanon  was  about 
to  l-cLiin  her  r-jiinnin.LT  hy  the  hearth;  she  did  not  widh  to  in- 
trude upon  tile  birthdav  partv. 
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Nanon        ho   railed,     st.-ppin-    out     into     Iho     pasBago, 
■.\;hiom.  win-  over  .I.m't  you  n.kr  out  Iho  firo;  put  out  tho 
'  nidlo  an.i  oo.tio  m  lioro !    Panlini'  tho  room  i.s  largo  cnouffh 
111  li'ihl  us  all.  ' 

'i'.ut  y.)u  arc  oxpoctin;:  grand  vi    tors,  sir." 

-Havo  you  an\  ol,joction  to  thoni  ?   They  arc  all  doscended 
Irnin  Adam  just  a.s  nnich  a.'^  you  aro." 

(iramh^t  wont  hack  (o  tho' prosidont. 

"Have  you  sold  your  winor"  ho  iiKpiirod. 

"Not  I ;  I  am  hohling  it.  U  Ih..  wmo  i.s  good  now.  it  will 
1-  hottor  still  in  two  yoars'  timo.  Tho  growers,  as  vou  know, 
<■!  oourso,  aro  m  a  ring,  and  moan  to  k.'op  j.rioo/up  The 
IMgians  shall  not  havo  it  all  their  own  wav  this  vear  \nd 
if  t.H.y  go  away,  well  and  good,  let  them  go;  thcv  will  come 
back  again. 

"Yes;  but  we  must  hold  firm,"  said  (Irand.t  in  a  tone  that 
made  the  magistrate  shudder. 

".Sni)i)0.<e  he  should  sell  his  wine  behind  our  haeks'^"  he 
thought. 

^  At  that  moment  another  knock  at  tho  door  announood  the 
o.s   (.rassms.   and   interrupted   a  quiet   talk   between   Mmo 
(■randet  and  the  Abbe  Cruchot. 

Mmo.  .lo.s  Grassins  was  a  dumpy,  lively  little  person  with 
a  pink-and-whito  eomple.xion,  one  of  those  women  for  whom 
t b-  course  of  hfo  in  a  country  town  has  llowed  on  with  almost 
'  laustra!  tranquillity,  and  who.  thanks  t.>  this  re-ular  and  vir- 
tuous existence,  are  still  youthful  at  the  ago  of  fortv  They 
arc  .'something  like  the  late  roses  in  autumn,  whi<.h"  aro  fair 
and  pleasant  to  the  sight,  but  the  almost  scentless  petals  havo 
a  pinched  look,  there  is  a  vague  su-estion  of  comin-  winter 
about  tliem.  She  dressed  tolorablv  well,  her  -owns  caino 
tron,  lans,  she  was  a  loader  of  soeietv  in  Saumur.  and  ro- 
fNv.d  on  certain  evenings.  Her  husband  had  boon  a  ouart-r- 
"laster  in  tho  Imperial  Guanl,  hut  he  had  retired  from  the 
army  with  a  pension,  after  being  badlv  wound,.d  at  .\u<ter- 
'itz.  In  spite  of  his  con<i,loration  for  Grand, -t.  ho  still  re- 
tained, or  alfected  to  retain,  the  bluif  manners  of  a  soldier 
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"Good  day,  Cnindct."  li"  saiil.  huMiii'i  out  Im  hand  to 
the  (•ooiKT  with  t!i:it  w>.iit.il  nir  nf  -ii|M'rii>ritv  witli  whirli  he 
t'clipst'd  till-  Cruchot  fuftioii.  '•MMiliiiu.iM'llf."  he  iiddi'd.  ad- 
drcsfin;,'  MiiL't'iiic.  nfiiT  a  !>'>\\-  \>>  Mw.  (Jrjmdct.  "you  are 
always  cli^iniiin;;.  iV(  r  ^'oo.l  iiiid  i".iif,  and  what  more  can  one 
wish  you :" 

With  that  hi'  prc.-cntrd  hiT  with  a  small  hox.  which  n  ser- 
vant wa-i  (,;rrvinu'.  and  \v!iu-h  foutaincd  a  Cape  lu'ath,  a  plant 
oidy  ri'cviiily  inlnuluc-i d  into  i;iin>i>(',  and  vrry  ran'. 

Mnic.  (!i  s  tira>.-iiis  cnihraccd  Kuiri'nio  very  alTcctionntcIy, 
Bfpi'H'zrd  htr  hand,  and  sai<l,  "l  have  conunissioni'd  Adolpho 
to  give  yiHi  my  litih'  hirlMday  p;it't." 

A  tali,  fair-luund  yuun;,'  man,  gonicwhat  i>allid  and  weakly 
in  aiipi'anmci',  canio  forward  at  this;  his  luanncrs  were  pas8- 
uhlv  flood,  ahhouL''.!  he  seeiin  d  to  lie  shy.  lie  had  just  eom- 
]ileled  his  law  stmlies  in  Paris,  whcro  he  had  iiianajrod  to 
ppend  oitrlit  or  leu  tliou.-and  francs  over  and  ahove  his  allow- 
ance. He  now  kissed  Kup'nie  on  hoth  cheeks,  and  laid  a 
workhox  wilh  ^'ilded  silver  lUtin<:s  hefore  her;  it  was  a  showy, 
trumpery  thinir  enoiit:h,  in  spite  of  the  little  shield  on  the  lid, 
on  whiih  an  K.  (i.  had  Immii  eii^rraved  in  Oothie  characters,  a 
detail  which  ^'ave  an  inipo-in,;,'  air  to  tlic  whole.  Eui^enie 
raised  the  lid  with  a  little  tlirill  of  pleasure,  the  happines:^ 
was  :  s  complete  as  it  was  nnlooked  for — the  happiness  that 
brinirs  hri::ht  color  into  a  youn.i:  ^-'irfs  face  and  makes  her 
tremhie  with  delight.  Her  (>yes  turned  to  her  father  as  if  to 
ask  whether  i-hc  mij,'ht  aece]»t  the  {,'ifl;  M.  (irandet  answered 
the  mute  inipiiry  wiili  a  '-Take  it,  my  dauf^hterl"'  in  tones 
which  would  have  nuule  the  reputation  of  an  actor.  The 
three  Cruchots  stood  dunifoundi'd  when  they  saw  the 
hriizht,  delip;hled  glance  that  Adolphe  des  Grassins  received 
from  the  heiress,  who  seemed  to  be  dazzled  by  such  un- 
drramed-of  splendors. 

M.  des  Grassins  offered  his  snulT-box  to  Grandet.  took  a 
pinch  n.in'.self,  brushed  off  a  few  stray  ppeoks  fnun  his  blue 
coat  and  from  the  ribbon  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  at  his 
button-holo.  and  looked  at  the  C'ruehots,  as  who  shonld  say, 
"Parrv  that  thrust  if  vou  can!"'     Mme.  dcd  Grassins'  eyes 
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foil  vn  tiir  blue  -la^-  jar-  in  «hi.  h  tt,,.  Cnwl  ■,'  h.)iir|uct9 
ii.i'l  l"-ii  Hi.  Sli,.  |„ok..,l  at  lh,-ir  -ifl.  H-illi  the  iiuincont 
airot  pivttn.l.'.l  iiilfiv-t  wlmh  a  sitirual  Human  knows  hovr 
i'<  .i-Minir  iijpoii  nccaMon.  It  ua,^  a  drhc-atc  crisis.  The 
AMh'  <:,,[  nji  .111.1  l-ri  !h,.  niiicr,-.  win.  wcr.'  t'urnuiijr  a  circle 
'■'"""'  '^"'  '''■''•  •""'  J'"''''l  'Jniii'ln  11.  Ill-  prniiH.naiic  up  ami 
'Inwii  til.'  runm.  Whri,  liir  two  ..ujcrs  had  rfa.h.'d  the  om- 
I'lM-iiiv  o{  ihc  wiiiiiuu-  at  t;.,.  further  ..rid,  away  from  the 
-'i-'Mij,  h_v  111..  ;l!v,  the  pra-.-i  ,-aid  in  tlic  ini-rr"s  oar,  "Tlio.so 
!""i'l''  W'ud.T  arc  ihrowini:  their  iikuicv  nut  nf  the  window^."' 

-Uiiat   dues   ihai   matter  tu  me,  m,' lung  us  it  comes   my 
"a\  .-     the  old  vine_i:ni\V(  r  an-wered. 

•if  von  had  a  mind  to  -ive  vnur  dau-hter  -oMen  s.Mssors, 
}<'u  ,uu!d  very  wvU  alFord  it,"  .simI  the  AM.e. 

•1  -lia!l  -ive  lier  .-omotlung  better  than  .-eis.ors."  Cramlet 

.il!-vvered. 

■•Uiiat  an  idiot  my  nephew  is  I"  thou-ht  the  Abi)e,  as  he 
looK.d  at  the  ma-istrate,  whose  dark,  ill-favored  countenance 
was  .-,  t  ,,ir  lu  perfeeiiun  at  that  niunient  bv  a  .-ho.^k  h.^ad  of 
hair.  -U  hy  vi>vAdu\  /,,•  have  hit  on  .M)me  e,v],en<ive  piece  of 
foulerv  .' 

'-We  will  take  a  hand  at  cards,  .^rme.  (Irandet,"  said  Mmc. 
des  (irassms. 
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'•15ur  as  we  are  all  iiere,  there  are  enou^rli  of  us  for  t 
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••A.>^  to-day  is  Eugenie's  birthuav.  whv  not  all  plav  toirether 
at  lolo.-  said  old  (irandet  ;  "iliese  two  children  coul.l  join  in 
t;i-- traine." 

The  old  cooper,  who  never  i)layed  at  anv  game  whatever, 
pointed  to  his  daughter  and  Adolphe. 

"Here.  Xanon,  move  the  tables  out." 

"We  uill  help  you.  Mademoiselle  Xanon."  said  Mmo  (Vs 
'.ra-ins  eheerfnlly ;  biie  was  thoroii-hlv  pleased  because  siie 
haf!  pleased  Eugenie. 

"i  iiave  ]i,.ver  seen  anything  .so  prettv  anvwiieiv."  the 
;;> 'n-s  had  said  to  her.  '"i  have  never  been  sohanpy  in  mv 
lile  beiore." 
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"It  w;i^  AilolpiiL-  who  chose  it."  said  "Slmo.  d.«  Grassins  in 
the  KirFs  ear;  -he  brou-hl  it  from  raris." 

"Go  your  wavs  accursed  ,-( luinin-  woman.  '  muttered  the 
magistrate  to  liimscll'.     '"If  v"U  or  your  husljand  ever  find 
yourselves  in  a  cnurt  of  law,  you  ^hall  be  hard  put  to  it  to 
,11  ,,.v   dav." 

The  notary,  calmlv  seated  in  his  corner,  watched  the  Abb6, 
and  said  to'hiniseif.  -The  des  (irassins  may  do  what  they 
Hke;  mv  fortune  and  my  broiher's  and  my  nei-liewV  fortunes 
altogether  mount  up  to  eleven  hundred  thousand  francs. 
TIrmI'^s  (irassins.  at  the  very  most,  have  only  half  as  much, 
and  thev  have  a  daughter.  Let  them  give  whatever  they  like, 
all  will  be  ours  some  day — the  heiress  and  her  presents  too." 

Two  tables  were  in  "readiness  by  half-past  eight  o'clock, 
if  me.  des  (irassins,  with  her  winning  ways,  had  succeeded  in 
placing  her  son  m  xt  to  luigenie.     The  actors  in  the  scene, 
HO  conunonplaee  in  api)iarance,  so  full  of  interest  beneath 
the  surface,  v.uh  ])rovided  with  slips  of  pasteboard  of  various 
colors  and  blue  glass  counters,  seemed  to  be  listening  to  the 
little  jokes  nuule  by  the  old  notary,  who  never  drew  a  num- 
ber without  m. iking  some  remark  upon  it.  hut  they  were  all 
thinking  of  'S\.  Crnuht's  millions.     The  old  cooper  himself 
eyed  the  group  with  a  certain  self-complacency;  he  looked  at 
Mnie.  des Crassins  with  her  pink  feathers  and  fresh  toilette, 
at  the  banker's  soldierly  face,  at  Adolphe,  at  the  magistrate, 
at  the   Abbe  and  the  notary,  and  within  himself  he  said: 
"They  are  all  after  my  crowns;  that  is  what  they  are  here 
for.     It  is  for  my  daughter  that  they  cc.io  to  be  bored  here. 
Aha!  and  my  daughter  is  for  none  of  them,  an.l  all  these 
people  are  so  many  harpoons  to  be  used  in  my  fishing.'' 

The  merrimentof  this  family  party,  the  laughter,  only  sin- 
cere when  it  came  from  Eugenie  or  her  mother,  and  to  which 
1L  low  whirring  of  Xanon's  spinning-wheel  made  an  ac- 
coui[Kiniment,  the  sordid  meanness  playing  for  high  stakes, 
tlir  v.iung  irirl  herself,  like  siune  rare  bird,  the  innocent  victim 
of  iis  high  value,  tracked  d-wn  nvA  snared  by  specious  pre- 
tences of  friendship;  taken  altogether,  it  was  a  sorry  comedy 
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flint  wa?  1)oiTijx  played  in  the  old  ^'ray-jiaintcil  parlor,  by  tlu' 
dim  light  of  the  two  taiidlcs.  Was  it  not,  however,  a  drama  of 
all  time,  played  out  everywhere  all  over  the  world,  but  here 
rtMliiced  to  its  simplest  expression?  Old  Grandct  towered 
alinve  the  other  actors,  turning  all  this  sham  ail'ection  to  his 
own  account,  and  reaping  a  rich  harvest  from  this  simulated 
I'ricndsiiip.  His  face  hovered  above  the  scene  like  the  in- 
terpretation of  an  evil  dream.  He  was  like  the  incarnation 
of  the  one  god  who  yet  finds  worshijiers  in  modern  times,  of 
Money  and  the  power  of  wealth. 

Willi  him  the  gentler  and  sweeter  impulses  of  human  life 
only  occupied  the  second  place;  but  they  so  filled  three  purer 
hearts  there,  that  there  was  no  room  in  them  for  other 
thoughts — the  hearts  of  Xanon,  and  of  Eugenie  and  her 
mother.  .\nd  yet,  how  much  ignorance  mingled  with  their 
innocent  sim])licity!  F.ugeiiie  and  her  mother  knew  nothing 
of  (!ranilet"s  wealth;  they  saw  everything  through  a  medium 
uf  dun  ideas  peculiar  to  their  own  narrow  world,  and  neither 
disired  nor  despised  money,  accustomed  as  they  were  to  do 
witliout  it.  Xor  were  they  conscious  of  an  uncongenial  at- 
mosphere; the  strength  of  their  feelings,  their  inner  life, 
made  of  them  a  strange  exception  in  this  gathering,  wholly 
inttiit  upon  material  interests.  .\p])alling  is  the  condition 
of  man:  there  is  no  drop  of  happiness  in  his  lot  but  has  its 
-iiurce  in  ignorance. 

•lust  as  Mme.  Grandet  had  won  sixteen  sous,  the  largest 
.iiiioiint  that  had  ever  been  punted  beneath  that  rr ;)f,  and  big 
\aiion  was  beaming  with  delight  at  the  sight  of  Madame 
I'licketing  that  splendid  sum.  there  was  a  knock  at  the  hou.se- 
door.  so  sudden  and  so  loud  that  the  women,  started  on  their 
ciiairs. 

"Xo  one  in  Sauniur  would  knock  in  that  way."  said  the 
notary, 

"What  do  they  thum])  like  that  for?"  said  X'anon.  "Do 
'Imv  want  to  break  our  door  down?" 

"Who  the  devil  is  it  ?"  cried  (Ir;indet. 

Xaiioii  took  up  one  of  the  candles  and  went  to  open  the 
donr.    Grandet  followed  her. 
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"Grandct !   Grandrt    ■  r rinl  liis  wife;  a  vague  terror  seized 
her,  ami  .-ho  liurricd  to  tlif  door  oi  the  room. 
Tlie  players  all  looked  at  each  other. 

"Sujipo.-c  wo  fro  too!'"  said  -M.  des  Clrassins.  "That  knock 
meant  no  good,  it  Focnied  to  me." 

r.;!t  ^r.  dcs  (;ra.<siiis  seairely  caught  a  glimpse  of  a  young 
jiian's  face  and  of  a  pdrtor  who  was  carrying  two  huge  trunks 
and  an  assortment  of  carpet  bags,  before  (iraudet  turned 
sliari)ly  on  his  wife  atid  said — 

'"tioback  to  your  ]ot<i,  ]\Ime.  Grandet,  and  leave  me  to  settle 
■with  this  gentleman  here."' 

"With  that  he  slammed  the  parlor  door,  and  the  loto  players 
sat  down  again,  but  they  were  too  much  excited  to  go  on  with 
the  game. 

"Is  it  any  om'  who  lives  in  Saumur,  'SI.  des  Grassins?"'  his 
uife  incpiired. 
"Xo,  a  traveler." 

"Then  !u'  must  have  come  from  Paris." 
"As  a  matter  of  fact,"  said  the  notary,  drawing  out  a 
heavy  anti([ue  ^vateh,  a  couple  of  tingers'breadtli  in  tliickness, 
and  not  uiilike  a  Duic  li  i)unt  iu  shajie,  '"as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  is  nine  o'clock.  Pcstc!  tlie  nuiil  coach  i>  not  often  behind 
time." 

"Is  he  young  looking?"  put  in  tlie  Abln'  Crnchot. 
"Yes,"  answered  ]\[.  des  (;ra^slns.     '-The  luggage  he  has 
with  him  must  weigh  three  hundred  kilos  at  least." 
"Xanon  does  not  come  back,"  .-aid  Eugenie. 
"It  nnist   be  some  relation  of  yours,"  the   President  re- 
marked. 

"Let  us  put  down  our  stakes."  said  Mine.  Grandet  gently. 
"M.  Grandet  was  ve.xed.  I  could  tell  that  i)y  the  sound  of  his 
voice,  and  perhaps  he  would  be  dis])leased  if  he  came  in  and 
found  lis  all  discussing  liis  alTairs." 

"Mademoiselle,"  Adolphe  addressed  nis  neighbor,  "it  will 
l)e  your  cousin  Grandet  no  doubt,  a  very  nice  looking  young 
fellow  wl'.'.m  I  once  met  at  a  ball  at  M.  de  X'ueingen's." 
Adolphe  went  no  further,  his  mother  stamped  on  his  foot 


ET'CENIE  (IRANDET  37 

iiiulcr  tho  tablo.  Aloud,  slio  asked  him  for  two  gous  for  his 
>u\ke,  athliii-r  in  nii  iindcrtono,  meant  only  for  his  ears,  "Will 
you  hold  your  ton^nie,  you  great  sillvr" 

They  could  hear  the  footsteps  of  Xanon  and  tho  porter  on 
th.'  ,--iairea>e,  but  (irandet  retunird  to  the  room  almost  im- 
iiHMli.Ucly.  and  just  heliind  him  eaine  the  traveler  who  had 
txciteil  .-()  much  curiosity,  an<l  loomed  so  lar^'e  in  the  ima<'- 
iiiatiuns  of  those  assembled;  indeed,  his  sudden  descent  into 
!i"ii-  midst  mi^dit  be  compared  to  the  arrival  of  a  snail  in  a 
Inehive.  or  the  entrance  of  a  peacock  into  some  humdrum 
villa.ue  poultry-yard. 

-Take  a  seat  near  the  fire,"  said  Grandet,  addressing  the 

.-tranpT. 

The  youn^'  L,an  looked  around  the  room  and  bowed  very 
^'raeefiilly  before  seating  iiimself.  Tlie  men  rose  and  bowed 
['"iitcly  in  return,  the  women  curtseyed  rather  ceremoniously. 

■•'iou  are  feeling  cold,  I  expect,  sir,"  said  Mine.  Grandet; 
'■you  have  no  doubt  come  from " 

".lust  like  the  women!"  broke  in  the  goodman,  looking  up 
Iron,  the  letter  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  "Do  let  the  gen- 
tleman have  a  little  peace." 

"15iit,  father,  i)erhai)s  the  gentleman  wants  something  after 
Ins  jniirney,"  said  Eugenie. 

"ile  has  a  tongue  in  his  head,"  the  vincgrower  answered 

-eVerely. 

'i'he  stranger  alone  felt  any  surprise  at  this  scene,  the  rest 
ucre  quite  us.'d  to  the  worthy  man  and  his  arbitrary  be- 
havior. But  after  the  two  inquiries  had  received  these 'sum- 
'"■iry  answers,  the  stranger  rose  an.l  stood  with  his  back  to 
t!H'  lire,  held  out  a  foot  to  the  blaze,  so  as  to  warm  the  soles 
"1  1m>  boots,  an.l  said  to  Kugenie,  '"Thank  vou.  cousin  I 
''-•"■'I  at  lours.  And  1  do  not  require  anvthing."  he  added 
K'anring  at  Grandet;  'T  am  not  in  the  least  tired." 

'•1'"  you  come  from  I'arisr"   (it  was  Mine,  des  Grassins 
vlio  now  put  the  in(piiry). 

-M.  Charles  (for  this  was  the  name  borne  bv  the  son  of  M. 
Grandet  of  I'aris),  hearing  some  one  question  hjm,  took  out 
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vcrv  ro(,||y.  ami  said  (\v!>.cii  lii'  had  coni- 
'■Vcs.  iiuuiaiiu'.— Yoii  iuv  playing  at  loto, 
)ii  Willi  vour  ,::aiiu',  it  is  too  amus- 
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an  ovo'^laps  that  hun;.'  Mi-iu-ndcl  from  Ids  nock  by  a  cord, 

fixed  it"  111  his  <n(>.  an<l  mad.'  a  dHilu-rat."  survey  of  the  ob 

joets  upon  the  table  and  of  the  p-'ople  sittin-  found  it,  eyed 

Mnie.  <ii's  (irassins 

pleted  his  survey), 

auni.""  he  added  :  '"p''''^ 

ing  to  he  bntken  oil'     ...  ^ 

"I  knew  It  was  liie  euusin,"  tiiouu-ht   Mine,  de.-  Grasriins, 

and  she  gave  liiiu  a  sido-glauce  from  lime  to  time. 

"Forty-.s.  v(-ii."  cried  the  old  Abbe.  "Keep  count.  Mme.  des 
Grassins,  that  is  your  number,  is  it  rot?"  _ 

M.  des  (irassins  ])ul  down  a  counter  <>ii  his  wife's  card:  the 
lady' herself  was  n..t  thinkin-  nf  l(.t<>.  her  mind  was  full  of 
n'lelaneholv  forebodings;  she  wa,>  watehing  Kugeiiie  and  the 
cousin  fnuii  Paris.  She  saw  how  tlie  heiiv.ss  now  and  then 
Ptole  a  glance  at  her  cousin,  and  the  banker's  wife  could  easily 
discover  in  tho.se  glances  a  crc^cnido  of   auiazemeut   or  of 

curiositv. 

There  was  ccrtaiulv  a  strange  contrast  between  M.  (  harles 
Grandet  a  haniUome"  voung  man  of  two-and-twenty,  and  the 
worthv  i)rovincials,  who.  tolerably  disgusted  already  with  his 
aristocratic  airs,  were  scornfully  studying  the  stranger  with 
a  view  to  making  game  of  him.  This  re^uiivs  some  explana- 
tion. 

At  two-and-twcntv  childhood  is  not  so  very  far  away,  and 
youth,  on  the  bonU'rland.  ha>  not  llnally  and  forever  put 
awav  childish  things:  Charles  Graiidefs  vanity  was  childish, 
but  "perhaps  ninety-nine  young  men  out  of  a  hundred  w-ould 
have  been  carried  awav  bv  it  and  behaved  exactly  as  he  did. 

Sdine  (lavs  previously  ids  father  had  bidden  him  to  go  on  a 
visit  of  several  months  to  his  uncle  in  Saunuir:  perhaps  M. 
Crandet  (of  Paris)  had  Ku-enie  in  his  mind,  ("harles. 
launrhed  in  this  way  into  a  country  town  for  the  lir>t  time 
in  lii.;  life,  had  his  own  ideas.  He  would  make  his  appear- 
ance in  provincial  society  with  all  the  superiority  of  a  young 
man  of  fashion:  he  would  r-diice  llie  neighborhood  to  de- 
spair bv  his  splendor:  he  would  inaugurate  a  new  epoch,  and 
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intro,lnro  all  tlu-  latent  and  ,nost  in^^..,io,..s  refinement  of 
I  an-i,u,  luxury.  To  be  brief,  he  meant  U>  devote  more  time 
at  .^auinur  than  in  I'aris  to  the  eare  of  his  nails,  and  to 
'•arry  out  ., 'hemes  of  ..laborat.-  and  stmlied  refinements  in 
'In-s  at  his  li.isnre;  tluTc  should  b..  none  of  the  not  un^race- 
i.d  n.-li^..nee  of  attire  which  a  youn-  n,an  of  fashion  some- 
;  lilies  ailecls. 

S^.  Ci.arl...  took  with  him  into  the  eountrv  the  most  charm- 
Mi-'  ni  -hoonn.  .ostume,.  the  su-e<.t..st  thin-  in  hunting- 
'Miivr.  a.id  >hralhs.  and  a  ,,erfeet  beautv  of  a  rifle.  He  paeked 
ni'  a  mo.t  ta.teful  eolk.-t.on  of  uai.teoats :  grav,  white,  black. 
l-^;t..-..nen  .hot  with  gold,  speckled  and  spangled  ;  double 
•'^aiMcn.;..  waistcoats  with  rolled  collars,  stand-up  collars, 
tnn.ed-down  collars,  open  at  the  throat,  buttoned  up  to  the 
«  ""  ;vitl.  a  row  of  gold  butt.Mis.     Jle  took  examples  of  all 

I'-  t-''^_aii(l  cravats  in  favor  at  that  epoch.  He  took  two  of 
l>'nv~„ns  coa.  He  took  his  hnot  linen,  and  the  dressing- 
-a-  »-ith  go  d  litnngs  that  his  mother  had  given  him.  He 
t-l-.  a  his  .laiKly  s  parapliernalia.  not  forgetting  an  enchant- 
.n;x  li.t.e  wru,ng-,.a.<e.  the  gift  of  the  most  amiable  of  women 

■•"■  '"";  at  h.ast),  a  great  lady  whom  he  calle.l  Annette,  and 

^""  '''  t,. at  moment  was  traveling  with  her  husband  in  Scot- 

'"'"''•■'  vietnn  to  suspicior.s  which  demanded  the  temporary 

Nicrilice  ut  her  liappine>s.  ^ 

In  <l.ort.  his  cargo  of  Parisian  frivolities  was  as  complete 

■^    '     vas   p,,..,b le  to   make   it:   nothing  had   been  omitted, 

'  ■'  "';■  horse-whip.  ...cful  as  a  preliminarv.  to  the  pair  of 
,y,^''..v   chaMd   and    mounted    pistols   that   terminate   a   duel 
'"'•''  ly.'y!    the  ploughing  gear  required  bv  a  voung  idler 

»•    Held    lit    111,..  ■  '  '^ 

li-  l'"'"'-  I'ad  told  him  to  travel  alone  and  modestlv,  and 

;:,  ;';'7''"'>'"1-    /!'■  '"xl  <-.ne  in  the  coupe  <.f  the  dili"i:ence. 

^•'■''  IH.  >eeured  all  to  Innwelf;  and  was  not  ill-satisfied  to 

■'  ;V^'^^'--  '"  tlii^  ^vay.  to  a  smart  and  comfortable  traveling 

;:;■"-■  y  ":•'''"'■  ''^"1  •"•'''■'•-•I-  and  in  which  he  meant  to 
.-'    •"  'la'ct  ]u<  .\nueite.  the  aforesai.l  irreat  ladv  who 

'"-  ^""'  ^^1"""  lu'  wa,  to  rejoin  next  .June  at' Baden-Baden 
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(^liarlcs  oxpccird  lo  nn ct  -cdi'i's  of  jicojilf  during'  his  visit 
to  liis  uncle;  lie  exiicciid  in  liave  sDiue  .-liootiii;,'  on  his  unclo's 
laiiil ;  he  expected,  in  .-iii>:;.  to  iiiid  a  lai'L^'  house  on  a  large 
estate;  lie  had  not  ihonMJ:!  to  iind  his  rehitives  in  Sauniur 
at  all;  he  had  onlv  found  o;it  ih;il  tliey  lived  there  hv  asking 
the  way  to  Froidt'oiid.  and  even  after  lhi~  discovery  he  ex- 
pected to  .-ee  them  in  a  hirirc  man-ion.  ilnt  whether  his  uuolo 
lived  in  Siiuniiir  or  at  I'roidfond.  he  was  determined  to  make 
liis  iir>l  ;ippiMrancc  jmiperly,  r-o  he  had  assumed  a  most 
fascinatin,^r  iravclim:  cM>innie,  made  with  the  simplicity  that 
is  the  perfection  o\'  art,  a  iiio.-t  mldrnhlc  creation,  to  use  the 
word  which  in  tho,-e  days  (.'Xpro-cd  sn|)erlative  praise  of  the 
sjiecial  (lualities  of  a  tlnn,^'  or  (d'  a  man.  At  'r<nirs  he  had 
summoned  a  hairdnsser.  ami  his  handsome  chestnut  liair 
was  curled  afroli.  He  had  chan;:ed  his  linen  and  put  on  a 
hlack  satin  cravat,  which,  in  comhination  with  a  round  col- 
lar, made  a  very  hcconiin::  .-eiiiiii:  for  a  pale  and  satirical 
face.  A  lon,u'  overcoat,  littiuj:  li,i:iitly  at  the  waist,  gave 
glimj)scs  of  a  cash.uere  waistcoat  with  a  rolled  collar,  and 
heiieath  this  again  a  second  waistcoat  of  sonu^  white  nuiterial. 
His  watch  was  carcle.->ly  iliriis!  inio  a  side  pocket,  and  save 
in  so  far  as  a  gold  c'laia  secured  it  to  a  hnitonhole,  it?  con- 
tinuance there  a|ipeared  to  he  purely  accidental.  His  Lrray 
troiKsers  were  huttoned  at  the  .-ides,  and  the  seams  were 
adorned  with  designs  ernhriiidrrcd  in  hlack  silk.  .\  pair  of 
gray  gloves  had  notliim:  to  dread  iVom  contact  with  a  gold- 
headed  cane,  which  he  manaLTcd  to  admiration.  A  dis- 
criminating taste  was  evinced  tlirouLrhout  the  costume,  and 
shone  conspicuous  in  the  traveling  cap.  Only  a  Parisian, 
and  a  I'arisian  moreover  from  -ome  remote  and  loftv  s])here, 
could  trick  himself  out  in  such  attire,  and  hring  all  its  ahsurd 
details  into  harmony  hy  coxcombry  carried  to  such  a  pitch 
that  it  ceased  to  he  ridiculous;  this  young  man  carried  it 
ofT.  moreover,  with  a  .-wa^^gering  air  befitting  a  deail  .-hot, 
conscious  of  the  possession  of  a  handsome  pair  of  pistols  and 
the  gooil  graces  of  an  .Annette. 

If,  moreover,  you  wish  to  tlioroughly  understand  the  sur- 
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prise  with  which  the  Saiimurois  and  tho  ynnnrr  Parisian 
mutually  rc^zanlcd  each  other,  you  must  Ix'hold,  as  did  the 
former,  the  radiant  vision  ol'  this  ele^'ant  traveler  shining  in 
tlu"  glootny  old  room,  a>  well  a>  the  (i;.Mires  that  composed 
the  family  picture  that  met  the  >Iran^'er"s  eyes.  There  sat 
the  Cruchots;  try  to  ima^nn(>  them. 

To  l)e!.nn  with,  all  three  took  snutf,  with  utter  disrofiard  of 
])ersoiial  eli'aiiline>s  or  of  the  hlaek  dt'posit  witii  which  their 
shirt  frills  were  eneru-ted.  Tlii'ir  limp  silk  hamikerehiefs 
were  iwi.-ted  into  a  thi(  k  rope,  and  wound  tii,'htly  ai)0ut  their 
neck-.  Their  collars  were  crum|)!e(l  and  soiled,  their  linen 
was  (lin<:y:  there  was  .-ueh  a  vast  accumulation  of  underwear 
in  their  presses,  ''lat  it  was  only  necessary  to  wash  twice  in 
the  year,  and  the  liin'ii  acquired  a  had  color  willi  lying  by. 
Age  and  uglines>  might  have  wrought  together  to  j)roduce  a 
masterpiece  in  them.  Thrir  hard-featured,  furrowed,  and 
wrinkled  faces  were  in  keei)iiig  witli  their  creased  and  thread- 
tjare  clothing,  and  both  they  and  their  garments  were  worn, 
phrunken,  twisted  out  of  shape  Dwellers  in  country  places 
are  apt  to  grow  more  or  le.-s  slovenly  and  careless  in  their 
appearance;  they  cease  by  degree-  to  drv-^  for  others;  the 
career  of  a  pair  of  gloves  is  indefiiMlely  jjrolongcd,  there  is 
a  general  wajit  of  fn->hnes-  and  a  decided  neglect  (>(  (h'tail. 
Tlie  slovenliness  of  the  C'ruchols,  therefore,  was  not  eonspicu- 
ous;  they  were  in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  company,  for 
there  was  one  point  on  which  both  Crmhotins  and  (irassin- 
istes  were  agreed  for  the  most  j>art — they  held  the  fashions 
in  horror. 

'i'lie  I'ari.-ian  assumed  his  eyeglas>  again  in  ordrr  to  studv 
the  curious  accessories  of  tlic  room  :  his  eyi's  travcird  over  tlie 
rafters  in  the  ceiling,  over  the  dingy  panel,-  coven'd  with  tlv- 
spots  in  sutlicient  abundaike  to  punctuate  the  whole  of  the 
Kncyrlojifdic  ineth(j(}if/iic  and  the  Monttfiir  besides.  The 
loto-players  looked  up  at  this  and  .-tared  at  liim:  if  a  giratfe 
had  been  in  their  niid-t  tiny  eould  hardly  have  gazed  with 
more  eager  curiosity.  Kveii  .M.  dcs  (irassiiis  and  his  son,  who 
had  beheld  a  man  (jf  fashion   before  in  the  cour.-e  of  their 
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livf's.  sl'.iircd  in  llir  ;_'ciiii-,il  ;iin;i/('iiiriii  :  pcrhMps  tlicy  felt 
the  iinlrlin.ililc  inlluciiic  >i|'  the  iriDiTJiI  tViMiii;:  ahout  the 
stran^'.T.  [pri-li;i|i-  tiny  ivnariliil  him  !Mt  nnajiprovinfrly. 
"Yon  M'c  imu  ilir\  (Ire--  in  l'ari>,""  tliiir  .-alirifal  trlanees 
socnicd  to  -ay  \n  their  ik  iLihhor.-. 

One  and  all  wiri'  at  lihcrty  to  watch  ( 'liarlc^  at  their  Ifisnrt'. 
withont  an\  leaf  '■!'  nllViniiii;:  the  master  of  the  hnnM-.  for  hv 
this  time  (IraiKJri  ua.~  dirp  in  a  lon.i,'  Irttcr  wliK'h  he  held  in 
his  hand.  He  had  laki'n  the  (uily  candle  I'pini  the  lahh'  ho- 
side  him.  without  any  reuMfd  for  the  ciMncnience  of  his 
fXiicsts  or  for  their  |ilea>uri'. 

It  seemed  to  ''  iirenic.  \\\\')  had  never  in  Iicr  life  heheld 
HUch  a  parairon.  >.iat  her  cousin  was  some  serajihic  vision, 
some  creatnre  fallen  from  the  .-kii's.  '!"he  perfume  exhaled 
by  those  shining;  locks,  so  irracefully  curled,  wa.-  delijrhtful  to 
Iter.  She  would  fain  have  passed  lier  linu'cr^  over  the  dcli- 
I'ate.  smooth  surface  (d'  iIki-c  wcinderfid  .irlovcs.  She  envied 
Charles  his  little  hands,  hi-  cntupiexinn,  the  voiithful  rcfine- 
ment  of  his  features.  I;i  fact,  the  si-lit  <*{  \\rv  eou-in  ^^ave 
her  the  same  sensations  of  c\Mui.«ite  plea.-uie  that  miirht  bo 
aroused  in  a  youiiLC  man  hy  the  contemplation  of  the  fanciful 
])ortraits  of  ladies  in  Kiiirli-h  Kiijif^iL-i's,  portraits  drawn  by 
Westall  and  en.irraveil  by  I'indcn,  with  a  i)urin  so  skilful  that 
you  fear  to  breathe  ujxm  the  veihim  surt'ace  lest  the  celestial 
vision  should  disappear.  And  yet — how  should  the  impres- 
sion jirodueed  by  a  youiiLT  eMpii-ite  ujton  an  it.niorant  ^'irl 
whose  life  was  spent  in  darning"  stoekinL''<  and  mendinjf  her 
fathers  clothes,  in  the  dirty  wainscoted  window  end)rasure 
whence,  in  an  hour,  she  saw  .-eircely  one  pa.-ser-by  in  the 
silent  ;  treet,  how  should  her  dim  impn^ssions  be  conveved  bv 
such  an  inia^'e  as  this? 

Charles  drew  from  his  pocket  a  handkerchi(d'  embroidered 
by  the  ^Tcat  lady  who  was  travelin.'!  in  Scotland.  It  was  a 
dainty  piece  of  work  wrouLrht  by  love,  in  hours  tliat  were  lost 
to  lovi' ;  Ku;:enie  <:azcd  at  iier  cou-in,  and  wonderi'd,  was  he 
really  piiiiL^  to  n-e  it?  Cliarle>"  manners,  his  way  of  ad- 
justiiii,'   his   eyciilass,    his    .-upercilioiisness,    his    affectations, 
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fiis  manifest  contonipt  for  thi'  little  l><i\  wliidi  had  but  lately 
givfii  so  nr.tcli  i)ioasui-('  to  tin-  wialtliy  lioiress,  and  which  in 
his  eyes  seemed  to  be  u  very  alfsunl  pieee  of  riil)!)ish;  everv- 
thiiifr.  in  sliort,  wliich  had  ;:iveii  ollViue  to  tlie  Cnuiiots  and 
n'le  (iras-iiiistes  plcaM-d  Kuirenie  so  much  that  slie  lay  awake 
I'or  loll!,'  that  ni;.'ht  thiiikiii^^  alioiit  thi<  [ilueiiix  of  a  cousin. 

•Mt'anwiiile  the  nunihirs  wcn-  drawn  init  hinfiuidly,  and 
Very  .-oi'ii  the  Into  caiuc  to  ail  cud  aUo^'ether.  Jiii:  Nanon 
came  into  tlic  room  and  said  aloud,  ".Madame,  you  will  have 
to  i,MVe  mc  .-oiiic  .-iiccts  to  make  the  ^gentleman's  bed." 

Mme.  (iraudrt  disaj>|iearc(l  witli  Nanon,  and  Mnie.  des 
(iras>in>  .«aid  in  a  low  voice,  "Let  us  keep  our  sous,  and  give 
up  the  ;;ame."* 

Kach  player  took  hack  his  coin  from  the  chi|iped  saucer 
which  held  till'  stakes.  Then  there  was  a  general  stir,  and  a 
wheeling  movement  in  ihe  directiou  of  the  tire. 

"Is  the  gaun'  o\er?""  iiKpnred  CIrandet,  still  reading  hi.s 
letter. 

"\es.  yes,"  answered  Mme.  des  (irassins.  seating  herself 
ne.M  to  Charles. 

Eugenie  left  the  room  to  help  jier  mother  and  Xanon, 
moved  by  a  thought  tiiat  came  with  the  vague  feeling  that 
stirred  her  heart  for  the  first  time.  If  she  had  been  ques- 
tioned by  a  skilful  confes.^or,  she  would  have  no  doubt  ad- 
mitted that  her  thought  was  iicitlu'r  for  Nanon  nor  for  her 
mother,  but  that  site  was  seized  with  a  restless  and  urgent 
desire  to  see  that  all  was  right  in  her  cousin's  room,  to 
i)usy  herself  on  her  cousin's  account,  to  .^ee  that  nothing  wa.s 
forgotten,  to  think  of  everything  he  might  recpiire,  and  to 
make  sure  that  it  was  there,  to  make  certain  that  everything 
was  as  neat  and  pretty  as  might  be.  She  alone.  ,<o  Eugenie 
thought  already,  eould  enter  into  her  cousin's  ideas  and  un- 
derstand his  tastes. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  she  came  just  at  the  right  moment. 
Her  mother  and  Nanon  were  about  to  leave  the  room  in  the 
belief  that  it  was  all  in  readiness;  Eugenie  convinced  tliem 
in   a   moment   that   everything   was   vet   to  do.      She   filled 
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Xanon'?  lioad  with  tin -i'  iilcii.-:  the  sIum  i^  liiiii  not  liocn  I'irwl 
Xanoii  must  linn;:  the  \ViU'miii;,'-i)aM,  iluii'  ui  re  aslics,  tticrt; 
was  a  liri-  dnwnstairs.  She  hrrsclt'  covcnil  liu'  uld  lalilc  with 
a  clfau  whiti'  cliith,  iind  tn!.!  Nation  to  mind  luid  he  sure  to 
(■han;:t'  it  i'\cr_\  mornnn:.  TIhtc  mii-t  In-  a  ,i;()od  tin'  in  \\w 
room;  >hc  ovcnamc  In  r  moilicr".<  ohji-ciions;  she  induced 
Xanon  to  put  a  ,uood  -upnly  of  (ircwood  out-iilc  in  thi'  pa^sai:.', 
iiUil  to  >ay  nothiii;:  aiioui  n  to  hiT  father.  She  ran  do\vnstair> 
into  the  parlor.  .-oui:hl  in  one  of  the  -idi  licianl.,  iny  an  old 
japanned  iray  which  had  helnii-cd  to  the  late  M.  de  hi  lier- 
telliere,  and  from  liie  same  souree  she  procnreil  a  hexa^ronal 
ery>tal  ;:la>.--,  a  litile  i;dt  >po.  <  with  aimo-l  all  the  ;:ildin.i? 
nildnil  otr,  and  an  old  .-K  ier-neckrd  ^dass  hottle  with 
('u]iids  en^'raved  npun  ii  ;  these  she  iKpo-iti'd  in  triumph  on 
a  corner  of  the  clumney-])iece.  More  idea-  had  crowded  up 
in  lier  mind  during:  that  one  (jiiarter  of  an  hour  than  in  all 
the  years  since  siie  hail  lome  into  the  world, 

'■-Mamma, ■■  ^In-  he,i:an.  "he  will  never  he  aMe  to  hear  tho 
liincdl  (d'  a  tallow  candle.  Suppose  that  \w  huv  a  wax 
candle!'" 

She  fled,  ii;.ditly  a-  a  hird.  to  find  h.i  i-  purse,  and  ilrow 
thonce  the  five  franco  which  .-he  had  received  for  the  month's 
expenses. 

"Jlcro,  Xanon.  he  (pilck." 

"But  what  will  your  father  say?"' 

This  dreadful  ohjcition  was  raised  l)y  Mnio.  Orandet  when 
she  saw  her  daughter  with  an  old  Sevres  china  su-^ardiasin 
which  (irandet  liad  hroiii,dit  hack  with  him  from  the  chateau 
at  Froidfond. 

".\iid  where  is  the  .-ugar  to  come  from?"  she  went  on.  "'Are 
you  mad  ?" 

"Xanon  can  easily  hiiy  tlie  sugar  when  she  goes  for  the 
candle,  mamma  " 

"But  how  ahout  your  father?"' 

'•],-  it  a  right  thing  that  his  nephew  should  not  have  a  glass 
of  van  sitrrir  to  drink  if  lu  hai»peus  to  want  it?  Besides,  he 
will  not  notice  it." 
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"Your  father  always  iiotiw-s  tliiiiy.-*,"'  said  Mmc.  Orandt't, 
tihaking  lier  lieud. 

>i'anon  liositatcd ;  <]\o  know  hfr  niastor. 

"Do  go,  Nanoii;  it  is  my  hirtliday  to-day,  you  know!" 

Xanon  burst  out  laufrliiui:  in  spite  of  licrsclf  at  the  first 
juke  her  younj,'  mistress  had  ever  i)iin  known  to  makf,  and 
did  lier  hiihlin":. 

Whih'  luigenic  and  her  motlier  were  dnm^-  tiirir  best  to 
adorn  the  room  which  M.  (;ran(k't  had  allntt.d  to  his  nrph^w, 
Mme.  dos  (Jrassins  was  licstowing  lier  attrntK.n  ,,n  Charles, 
and  inakin-,'  ahiiiidant  use  of  \ut  vyv<.  as  >^he  di<l  .-o. 

'•You  arc  very  hravi-."'  she  said,  "to  leave  the  plea-iires  of 
the  capital  in  winter  in  order  to  come  to  stay  in  Saunuir.  P>ut 
if  you  are  not  fri>,'htened  away  at  first  si<.dit  of  us.  you  shall 
sec  that  even  here  wv  can  amuse  ourselves."  And  'she  gave 
him  a  laiifruishing  glance,  in  true  provincial  style. 

Women  in  the  provinces  are  wont  to  affect  a  demure  and 
staid  demeanor,  which  giv(>s  a  furtive  and  eager  clocpience  to 
their  eyes,  a  peculiarity  which  may  he  noted  in  ecclesiastics, 
for  whom  every  {)leasure  is  stolen  or  forbidden.  Charles  was 
80  thoroughly  out  of  his  element  in  this  room,  it  was  all  so 
far  removed  from  the  great  chateau  and  the  splendid  sur- 
roundings in  which  he  had  thought  to  find  his  uiule,  that, 
on  paying  closer  attention  to  Mme.  des  (Irassins.  she  almost 
rennnded  him  of  Parisian  faces  half  obliterat.'d  alreadv  by 
th.  M>  strange  new  impressions.  Ho  responded  graciouslv  to 
the  advances  which  had  been  made  to  him.  and  naturallv 
they  fell  into  conversation. 

Mme.  des  (Jrassins  gradually  lowered  her  voici^  to  tones 
suited  to  the  nature  of  her  confidence-;.  Roth  she  and 
Charles  Grandet  felt  a  need  of  mutual  confidence,  of  ex- 
planations and  an  understanding;  so  after  a  few  ndnutes 
spent  in  coquettish  chatter  and  jests  that  covered  a  serious 
purpose,  the  wily  provincial  dame  felt  free  to  converse  with- 
out fear  of  being  overheard,  under  cover  of  a  conversation 
on  the  sale  of  th.e  vintage,  tlie  ore  all-ab>jrbing  topic  at  that 
moment  in  Saumur. 

"If  you  will  honor  us  with  a  visit/^  she  said,  "you  will 
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(••Thiiiilv  il<i  US  a  iilcii-iiri' :  \\\\  liii-liiiiid  .iiid  1  sliall  bo  VPfv 
glad  t')  -If  \nii  Our  <al'>ii  i-  ihr  diily  nuc  in  Saumur  wlu-rc 
you  will  mill  i)iiih  liic  W'.ililiy  uicrchatit  -ncifty  and  tho 
iinl)l<'--.c.  W  1  iiiir-cl\c>  l/rli'iiL'  in  a  iiiaiiibT  tn  Ixith:  thoy  do 
lint  iiii.\  \*il!i  carli  iiiliri-  ,11  all  i'\ir[)i  at  Diir  linu-(,';  tlicy 
i-iiMic  tu  u.-  litcaii-r  ihi'x  tiiid  It  aniii-iii;.'.  My  liusljaiid.  1  am 
|irinii'  to  -a\.  1-  \'  r\  lii-lil\  tliiiu;:lit  id'  in  liolli  cin-lf-,  Su 
NVr  will  d'l  mir  Im-i  in  li.'i;iiilc  thr  li.iium  'd'  yimr  .-tav.  IT 
yiMi  arr  lzimh;;  tu  irmaiii  with  ilii-  (irandci-,  what  will  ln'- 
cnini'  111'  \nii  !  lUiii  Ih.ii'  Your  iiiulf  i<  a  miser,  hi-  mind 
run-  mi  iMiihinu'  hut  hi.-  \ini'  ciitt  iiiL'- ;  ymir  aunt  is  a  -aint 
ulii'  I  annul  [Mit  two  idra-  tni^rthrr;  and  ymir  '■oiisin  is  a  -;iiy 
littli'  tiling',  a  inmiiinii  .-nrl  id'  a  ^'irl,  w  ii  ii  \\n  hivcdin^'  and  no 
iniini'v.  whu  .-|ii'nd.-  hrr  litV  ,i:  .■n-iidin::  dish-cloths."' 

""I'is  a  MTV  pri'lty  wiunan,"  said  Charli'-  to  himsidf;  .Miiir. 
di's  (ira--ins"  (■iiijiu'ttish  ;ilan(t's  had  ni>t  hccu  thrown  away 
ti]ii>n  him. 

*'lt  sn-nis  to  111!'  that  you  mran  to  monopolize  tlii'  ^'cntlc- 
man,'"  .-aid  iho  hi^^r  hankiT,  laii,uhiii,Lr.  to  his  wil'c,  an  uiduekv 
oli-cr\atiiiii.  followed  iiy  remarks  more  or  less  s])iiel'ul  from 
the  iiMiiry  and  the  pre-ident  ;  hut  the  .\hhe  jrave  them  a 
shrewd  ;:laiiee,  look  a  ]uneh  of  snull',  and  handed  his  >niitr-bo.\ 
to  the  (••iniiian\,  while  he  Lrave  e.\pres-ion  to  their  thoughts, 
"\\  heiv  ciniid  thr  iTentlemaii  liave  found  any  one  butter 
ipialilied  to  do  the  homers  nf  Sauiiiiirr"  he  said. 

'■('oiiie,  .\hhr>,  what  ilo  you  mean  by  that!'"  asked  M.  des 
<  ;ra>.-iiis. 

"It  is  ine;iiit.  sir.  in  the  most  llaiteriiiji-  M"i-e,  for  you,  for 
niadamo,  for  the  t"wn  of  Saumur.  and  for  tin-  eontloman,'' 
added  the  shield  eeele.-iastie,  turniiiL.'-  toward  Charles.  With- 
out ap!iearin,Lr  to  pay  the  >li,irhtest  heed  to  their  talk,  he  had 
inaiMuni  to  -uess  the  drift  of  it. 

.\dnlphe  lies  (iras-ins  spoke  at  last,  witli  what  was  meant 
1^1  he  an  otfhand  manner.  'M  d>>  not  know."  he  said,  address- 
in.;-  C'harle-;.  "whether  you  have  any  reeolleetion  of  me;  I 
oiue  had  the  pleasure  of  daneiiiLr  in  the  same  quadrille  at  a 
ball  yiveii  by  M.  le  iiaron  de  Xiuingen,  and     .     .     ." 
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"I  rrmoinbor  it  p.  rfcnv."  aiiMvcml  Charles.  «iirpri«>o«l  t.i 
find  liimscli'  the  Dbjcct  uf  pm ml  attention. 

"Is  thi^i  gentleman  your  son?"  he  asked  of  Mine,  de.,  (iras- 
sins. 

The  Abbe  gave  her  a  .-piti  ful  glance. 

"Yes.  I  am  liis  mother,"  .-he  an-wi  red. 

"^  oil  must  have  iiecn  verv  vouiil'  vlieii  yon  camo  to  I'aris?" 
t'harles  wont  •■n.  ^peakin;:  to  Adnlphe. 

"We  cannot  iielji  unr.Mlve.s,  sir."  said  the  .\h!)(''.  "Onr 
babes  are  scarcely  weaned  before  we  ..iwl  them  to  Hahvlon." 

.Mine,  de-  (;ras>ins  gave  the  Ahh.'  a  strangely  penetrating 
glance;  she  seeme.l  to  he  .-..eking  tli.'  meaning  ol'  tho-e  words. 

"Vou  imi-t  go  iiiti-  the  eoiiiiirs,"  the  .Mihe  went  on.  "if  vou 
want  to  find  women  imi  much  on  tiie  other  side  of  thirtv. 
with  a  grown-up  >on  a  liceniiale  of  law.  wlio  juuk  as  fresh 
and  youthful  as  Mnie.  dvs  (ira.-.Mns.  It  oidy  .-eem.-  like  thu 
other  day  when  the  young  men  and  tiie  ladies  .-toud  on  chairs 
to  .see  you  dance,  madame,"  the  Ai)he  added,  turning  towards 
his  fair  antagoni-t  :  "your  Iriumphs  ari'  as  fre.-h  in  inv  mem- 
ory a.s  if  they  had  happened  yesterdav." 

"Oh!  the  old  wretch!"  >aid  :Mme.  dv^^  Grassins  to  herself, 
"is  it  po.ssible  that  he  has  guessed!-" 

"It  looks  as  though  I  ^llould  have  a  great  success  in  Sau- 
niur,"  thought  Charles.  He  unimi toned  his  overcoat  and 
stood  with  iiis  hand  in  his  waistcoat  |)o(  ket.  L'axing  into 
space,  striking  the  attitude  which  Cluintrey  thoughl'fit  to 
give  to  Byron  in  his  statue  .d"  that  poet. 

Meanwhile  (irandet's  inattention,  or  rather  his  preorcupa- 
tion.  during  the  reading  of  hi<  letter,  had  e>caped  neither  the 
notary  nor  the  magistrate.  P,uih  of  them  tried  to  guess 
at  the  contents  by  watching  the  almost  imperceptilile 
changes  in  the  worthy  --anV  face,  on  which  all  the  li^dit  of 
a  candle  wa-  conceiitrati'd  The  vinegrower  was  hard  put  to  it 
to  preserve  his  wonted  composure.  Ilis  exjire-sion  iiiu.st  be 
left  to  the  imaginaticui.  but  here  is  the  fatal  letter: 


"My  Bhotiii:i{, — It  is  nearly  twenty-three  years  now  since 
we  saw  each   other.     Ihe  ia.-t  time  wo  met  it  was  to  make 
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arran^ioments  for  my  marriafjo,  and  wc  parted  in  hiffh  spirits. 
Little  did  I  then  think,  when  you  were  coiifxratulating  your- 
self on  our  prosperity,  tliat  one  day  you  would  he  tlie  sole  hope 
and  stay  of  our  family.  By  the  lime  that  this  letter  reaches 
your  liand<,  I  shall  he  no  more.  In  my  position,  1  could  not 
survive  the  dis^q-ace  of  hankruptcy ;  1  have  held  up  my  head 
ahove  the  surface  till  the  last  moment,  hoping  to  weather  the 
.^toriii:  it  is  ail  of  no  use,  I  must  sink  now.  Just  after  the 
failure  of  my  stoukhroker  came  the  failure  of  Koguin  (my 
notary)  ;  my  last  restMirces  have  heen  swept  away,  and  I  have 
notliin^'  kii.  li  is  my  licavy  misfortune  t'>  owe  nearly  four 
millions;  my  a>sels  only  amount  to  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
my  debts.  1  hold  heavy  stocks  of  wine,  and  owing  to  the 
ahunilance  and  good  (|uality  of  your  vintages,  thev  have 
fallen  ruinously  in  value.  In  three  days  time  all  Paris  will 
say,  '^r.  CJrandet  was  a  rogue  I'  and  I,  honest  though  I  am, 
shall  lie  wrapped  in  a  winding  sheet  of  infamy.  I  have  de- 
spoiled my  own  son  of  his  mother's  fortune  and  of  the  spot- 
less luime  on  which  I  have  hrought  disgrace.  He  knows  noth- 
ing of  all  this — the  unhappy  child  whom  I  have  idolized, 
llajipily  for  him,  he  did  not  know  when  we  bade  each  other 
good-bye,  and  my  hejirt  overllowed  with  tenderness  for  him, 
liow  soon  il  should  cease  to  beat.  Will  he  not  curse  me  some 
day?  Oh!  my  bnnlier,  my  brother,  a  child's  curse  is  an 
awful  thing!  If  wi'  eurse  the  children,  they  may  appeal 
against  us,  but  their  curses  cling  to  us  forever!  Crandet, 
you  are  my  older  brother,  you  must  shield  me  from  this; 
do  not  let  Charles  say  hitter  things  of  me  when  I  aTu  lying 
in  my  grave.  Oh  !  my  hrotlier,  if  every  word  in  this  letter 
were  written  in  my  tears,  in  my  blood,  it  would  not  cost  me 
such  bitter  anguish,  for  then  I  should  he  weeping,  bleeding, 
dying,  and  the  agony  would  be  ended;  but  now  I  am  still 
-'^utl'ering — I  see  the  death  In-fore  me  with  dry  eyes.  You 
tlieref(ire  are  Charles'  fatluT,  now!  He  has  no  relations  on 
liis  ni'itlii'r's  side  for  reasons  which  you  know.  Why  did  I  not 
difiT  te  soeial  prejudices^  Why  did  1  vield  to  love?  Why 
did  1  uuirry  the  natural  daughttr  of  a  noble?    Charles  is  the 
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last  of  his  family ;  he  i?;  alone  in  the  world.  Oh  !  ray  unhappy 
boy!  my  son!  .     .     L\<[vu.  (iran(h't,   I   am  asking  noth- 

in<,'  for  myself,  and  you  eould  scarcely  satisfy  my  creditors 
if  you  would;  your  fortune  cannot  l)e  sullicicnt  tn  meet  a  de- 
mand of  three  miilinn.-;  it  is  lor  my  son's  .-:ikc  that  I  write. 
You  must  know,  my  brother,  that  a>  I  tliink  of  yun,  niv  peti- 
tion is  jnade  with  clasped  hands;  that  this  is  my  dyini:  praver 
to  you.  Grandet,  1  know  tiiat  you  will  l,e  a  iather  to  lum; 
I  know  that  I  shall  not  ask  in  vain,  and  the  siirht  of  my  j)is- 
(ols  does  not  eau.se  me  a  pan<r. 

"And  then  Charles  is  very  fond  of  me;  I  was  kind  to  him, 
I  never  said  him  nay;  he  will  not  curse  me  I  For  the  rest, 
you  will  see  how  sweet-tempered  and  obedient  he  is;  he  takes 
after  his  mother;  he  will  never  give  you  any  trouble,  poor 
boy!  He  is  accustomed  to  luxurious  ways;  lie  knows  nothinj^ 
of  the  hardships  that  you  and  I  experienced  in  the  early  days 
when  we  were  poor.  .  .  .  And  now  he  has  not  a  penny, 
and  he  is  alone  in  the  world,  for  all  his  friends  are  sure  to 
lejive  him,  and  it  i  '  who  have  brou,i:ht  these  humiliations 
upon  him.     Ah  I  if  1  iuul  only  the  power  to  send  him  straight 


to  heaven  now,  where  his  mot: 
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'This  is  madness  !     Ti 


go  back  to  my  misfortunes  and  Charles"  share  in  them.  I 
have  sent  him  to  y(Ui  so  that  you  may  break  the  news  of  my 
death  and  explain  to  him  what  his  future  must  be.  Be  a 
father  to  him;  ah!  more  than  that,  be  an  indulgent  father! 
Do  not  expect  him  to  give  u])  his  idle  ways  all  at  once;  it 
would  kill  him.  On  my  knees  I  beg  him  to  renounce  all 
claims  to  his  moti  t's  fortune;  but  I  need  not  ask  that  of 
him,  his  sense  of  honor  will  prevent  him  from  adding  him- 
self to  the  list  of  my  creditors;  see  that  he  resigns  his  claims 
when  the  right  time  comes.  And  you  must  lay  everything  be- 
fore him.  (;randet — the  struggle  and  the  hardships  that  he 
will  have  to  face  in  the  life  that  I  have  spoiled  for  him;  and 
then  if  he  has  any  tenderness  still  left  for  me.  tell  him  from 
mo  that  all  is  not  lost  for  him — be  sure  you  tell  him  that. 
Work,  which  was  our  salvation,  can  restore  the  fortune  which 
I  have  lost ;  and  if  he  will  listen  to  his  father's  voice,  which 
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would  fain  make  itself  licanl  yet  a  little  wliile  from  the 
grave,  let  him  leave  this  coniiirv  and  go  to  the  Indies  I  And, 
brother,  Charles  is  hone-t  and  energetic;  you  will  help  him 
with  his  first  trading  vmnirc,  I  know  you  will:  he  would  die 
iiooner  than  not  icjiay  you  :  you  will  do  as  much  as  tiiat  for 
him,  Urandet,  or  you  will  lay  up  regrets  for  yourself.  Ah  I 
if  my  hoy  iinds  no  kindness  and  no  help  in  you,  I  shall  for- 
evrr  pray  (iod  to  piini>li  your  hard-heartedness.  If  1  could 
have  withheld  a  \'vw  payments.  I  might  have  saved  a  little  sum 
for  him — he  surely  has  a  right  to  some  of  his  mother's  for- 
tune— hut  the  payments  at  the  end  of  the  month  taxed  all 
my  resources,  and  I  could  not  manage  it.  I  would  fain  have 
died  with  my  miiul  at  rest  about  his  future;  1  wish  I  could 
have  received  your  solemn  prounse,  coming  straight  from 
your  hand  it  would  have  brought  warmth  with  it  for  me;  but 
time  pres.~es.  Kven  while  Charles  is  on  his  way.  1  am  com- 
pelled to  tile  my  schedule.  My  alfairs  are  all  in  order;  1  am 
endeavoring  so  to  arrange  everything  that  it  will  he  evident 
that  my  failure  is  due  neither  to  carelessness  nor  to  dis- 
honesty, but  simpl}  to  disasters  which  I  could  not  help. 
Is  it  not  I'tu-  Charles'  sako  that  1  take  these  ])ains?  Fare- 
well, my  brother.  May  Cod  bk'ss  you  in  every  way  for  the 
generosity  with  which  you  (as  I  cannot  doubt)  will  accept 
and  fulfil  this  trust.  There  will  be  one  voice  that  will  never 
cease  to  pray  for  you  in  tiie  world  whither  we  must  all  go 
sooner  or  later,  ami  wlnn'  1  am  even  now. 

"VICTOU-AXOE-GUILL.VUMI;  Cr.vndet." 


"So  you  are  having  a  chat  r"  said  old  (irantlet,  folding  up 
the  letter  carefully  in  the  original  creases,  and  putting  it 
into  his  waistcoat  pocket. 

He  looked  at  his  nephew  in  a  shy  and  embarrassed  way, 
seeking  to  dissend)le  his  feelings  and  his  calculations. 

"Do  you   feci  warmer!'" 

"I   am   \cry  eonifortaiile.  tiiy  dear  uncU'." 

"Well,  what  ever  are  the  women  after?"  his  uncle  went  on; 
the  fact  that  his  nephew  would  sleep  in  the  house  had  by  that 
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timo  clipped  from  his  inoniory.     Eugenie  and  Mmo.  Grandct 
came  into  the  room  as  he  spoke. 

"Is  everything  ready  upstairs?"  tlie  <roo(iinan  inquired. 
He  had  now  quite  recovered  himself,  and  reeoUeeled  the  facts 
of  the  case. 

"Yes,  father." 

"Very  well  tiien,  nephew,  if  you  are  feeling  tired,  Xanon 
will  show  you  to  your  room.  Lord  I  there  is  notiiing  very 
smart  ahout  il,  l)Ut  you  will  overlook  that  here  among  poor 
vinegrowers,  who  never  have  a  penny  to  hk'ss  themselves 
with.    Tile  taxes  swallow  up  everything  we  have." 

"We  don't  want  to  he  intrusive,  Cirandet,"  said  the  hanker. 
"You  anil  your  nephew  may  have  some  things  to  talk  over; 
we  will  wish  you  good  evening.     Good-hye  till  to-morrow." 

Every  one  rose  at  this,  and  took  leave  after  their  several 
fashions.  The  old  notary  went  out  undc^r  the  archway  to 
look  for  his  lantern,  lightid  it,  and  offered  to  see  the  des 
Grassins  to  their  house.  Mme.  des  Grassins  had  not  been 
prepared  for  the  event  which  had  brought  the  evening  so 
early  to  a  elo<e,  and  her  maid  had  not  appeared. 

"Will  you  hoiiDr  me  by  taking  my  arm,  madame?"  said  the 
Abbe  Cruciidt.  addressing  Mme.  des  (Jrassins. 

"Thank  you,  M.  TAbbe,"  said  tlie  lady  dryly;  "my  son  is 
with  nw." 

"1  am  not  a  compromising  acquaintance  for  a  lady,"  the 
Abbe  continued. 

"Take  M.  Cruchot's  arm."  said  her  husband. 

The  .\bl)e.  with  the  fair  lady  (ui  his  arn;.  walked  on  quicklv 
for  several  jiaces,  so  as  to  put  a  distance  between  them  and 
the  rest  of  the  party. 

"That  young  man  is  verv  good-looking,  madame."  he  said, 
with  a  ])ressure  on  her  arm  to  give  emphasis  to  the  remark. 
"'Tis  good-bye  to  tlie  basket-;,  the  vintage  is  ovcrl  \un  must 
give  up  Mill',  (irandei  ;  p]ugenie  is  meant  for  hrr  <-o\isin 
Unless  he  happens  to  be  smitten  with  some  fair  face  in  Paris, 
your  son  Adolplie  will  have  yet  another  rival " 

"Nonsense,  M.  IWbbe." 
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"It  will  rot  1h»  loiii.'  iH'i'ort'  the  young  man  will  find  out 
that  Kuuvnif  is  a  girl  who  has  nothing  to  say  for  hcrscll";  and 
she  has  gone  off  in  looks.  Did  you  notice  lior?  She  was  as 
yellow  as  a  ([uince  this  evening." 

■■Which,  pos>ihly.  Villi  have  already  pointed  out  to  her 
cousin ':" 

■■Indeed,  I  have  not  taken  the  trouble " 

"If  Villi  always  sit  iie.-ide  Kugenie,  Tuadanic,"  interrupted 
the  Ahhc,  ■■you  will  not  need  to  tell  the  young  man  much 
aiiout  hi.-  eiiu,~in;  he  can  make  his  own  comparisons."" 

"lie  pronii-ed  me  at  t)ncc  to  come  to  dine  with  us  the  day 
after  to-morrow."" 

"Ah  I  madaiue,"'  said  the  Abbe,  '"if  you  would  only    .    .    ." 

"Would  only  what,  M.  TAbbe-'  I)o  y(ju  mean  to  j)ut  evil 
suggestions  into  my  mind?  I  have  not  come  to  the  age  of 
thirty-nine  with  a  sj)otles>  reputation  (Heaven  be  thanked) 
to  comj)roniisi'  myscli  no",  -not  for  the  Emj)ire  of  the  (treat 
Mo-ull  We  are  both  of  us  old  enough  to  know  what  that 
kinil  of  talk  means;  and  I  must  say  that  your  ideas  do  not 
S(puu'e  very  well  with  your  sacred  calling.  For  shame  I  this 
is  worthy  of  Fauhlas." 

"So  you  have  read  Faublasf 

"No,  M.  r.Xbbe;  Lex  Liin.<o!is  dangereuses  is  what  I  meant 
to  say."' 

■■Oh  I  that  book  is  infinitely  more  moral,"  said  the  Abbe, 
laughing.  ■"l>ut  you  would  nud-ce  me  out  to  be  as  depraved  as 
young  nun  are  nowadays.     1  only  meant  that  you " 

"Do  you  dare  to  tell  me  that  you  meant  no  harm?  The 
thing  is  plain  enough.  If  that  young  fellow  (who  certainly 
is  good-looking,  that  I  grant  _\ou)  paid  court  to  me,  it  would 
not  be  for  the  sake  of  my  intei\>st  with  that  cousin  of  his. 
In  Paris,  I  know,  there  are  tender  mothers  who  sacrifice 
thcni.-clves  thus  for  their  children's  happiness  and  welfare, 
but  we  are  not  in  Paris.  M.  TAbbe."' 

■"No,  HUidame." 

■■.\nil,""  continued  she,  ''neither  Adolphe  nor  1  would 
pun  lia.-c  a  hundred  millions  at  such  a  price."' 


EUOEMK  CKANDKT 


53 


"Madame.  I  said  notliin;:  ab(nit  a  hundnd  iiiillions.  Por- 
haj).-  siicli  a  tciuptatioii  iiii;,dit  luivc  hccii  too  imicli  for  eitlior 
of  us.  Still,  111  my  ojiinion,  an  iioiicst  wouian  may  indulge 
in  a  liuK'  liarinU'--  coijuctry,  in  tlu'  >irictf.-t  propriety;  it 
is  a  part  of  her  social  duties,  and " 

'■\'ou  think  <o':" 

••1)(>  we  not  owe  it  to  ourselves,  madame,  to  endeavor  to 
i)e  as  a^M-eeabie  as  p.)s>il)le  to  others?  .  .  .  i'ermit  me 
to  blow  my  nose.  'I'ake  my  word  for  it.  madame,"  resumed 
the  Abbe,  "that  he  eertainiy  reixarded  you  with  rather  more 
admiration  than  he  saw  lit  to  liestow  on  me.  but  1  can  forgive 
him  for  honoring  beauty  rather  tlian  gray  hairs " 

"It  i>  perfectly  clear,'"  said  the  I're.-ideul  in  his  thick  voice, 
'•why  M.  (Irandet  id'  I'aris  is  sending  his  son  to  Saumur:  he 
has  made  up  his  mind  to  make  a  match " 

"Then  why  .-hould  the  cousin  have  dropped  from  the  skies 
like  this?"  answered  the  notary. 

"T'.ere  is  nothing  in  that,"  remarked  M.  des  Grassins,  "old 
Grandet  is  so  close." 

"Des  (irassins,"  said  liis  wife,  "I  have  asked  that  young 
man  to  come  and  dine  with  us.  So  you  must  go  to  M.  and 
Mine,  de  Larsonniere,  dear,  and  ask  them  to  come,  and  the  du 
Hautoys;  and  they  must  bring  that  pretty  girl  of  theirs,  of 
course:  1  hope  she  will  dress  herself  properly  for  once.  Her 
mother  is  jealous  of  her,  and  makes  her  look  such  a  figure. 
1  hope  that  you  gentlemen  will  do  us  the  honor  of  coming 
too?"  she  added,  stopjiing  the  procession  in  order  to  turn  to 
the  two  Cruchots.  who  liad  fallen  behind. 

"Here  we  are  at  your  door,  madame,"  said  the  notary.  The 
three  Cruchots  took  leave  of  the  three  des  Grassins,  and  on 
their  way  home  the  talent  for  pulling  each  other  to  pieces, 
which  provincials  possess  in  perfection,  was  fully  called  into 
play:  the  great  event  of  the  evening  was  exhaustively  dis- 
cussed, and  all  its  bearings  upon  the  respective  positions  of 
Cruchotins  and  (irassinisies  weri'  duly  considered.  Clearly 
it  behoovrd  both  alike  to  prevent  Eugenie  from  falling  in 
love  with  lier  coujin,  and  to  hinder  Charles  from  thinking 
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of  Ku;.ft''iiip.  Sly  liiiits,  plausible  insinuations,  faint  praise, 
vindicaimns  unilrrtakcn  unh  an  air  of  candid  friendliness — 
what  resi>taii(e  ((nild  the  Parisian  olfer  when  the  air  hurtled 
with  di(  I'piivc  \vra|ioii-  >uch  as  these? 

As  -noil  ,1-  the  fniw  relatives  were  left  alone  in  tlie  great 
room,  M.  (iraiidet  .-|iii|<f  to  his  nephew. 

*"\\'e  must  ,::o  td  bed.  It  i.-  too  late  to  begin  to  talk  to-night 
of  tiie  bii-iiii',-,  I  hat  bi'Diight  vol!  here:  to-morrow  will  bo 
lime  enougli  for  that.  We  have  tireakfast  hero  at  eight 
o'clock.  At  iiodii  we  take  a  snatch  of  something,  a  little 
fruit,  a  iiiorsi'l  (if  bread,  and  a  glass  of  white  wine,  and,  like 
Pari>ians,  we  dine  at  five  oVlook.  That  is  the  way  of  it.  If 
you  care  to  take  a  look  at  the  town,  or  to  go  into  the  country 
round  about,  you  are  (]uite  free  to  do  so.  You  will  e.xcuse  mo 
if,  for  business  reasons,  1  cannot  always  aecoinpanv  you. 
Very  likely  you  will  be  told  hereabouts  th.at  I  am  rich:  "tis 
always  M.  Crandet  here  and  M.  Crandot  there.  1  let  them 
talk.  Their  babble  (bus  not  injure  my  credit  in  any  way. 
But  I  have  not  a  penny  to  bless  myself  with;  and,  old  as  I 
am,  1  work  like  any  young  journeyman  who  has  nothing  in 
the  world  but  his  ])lane  and  a  pair  of  stout  arms.  Perhaps 
you  will  find  out  for  yourself  some  of  the-e  days  what  a  lot 
of  work  it  taki's  to  earn  a  crown  when  you  have  to  toil  and 
moil  for  it  yourself.     Here.  Xanon,  bring  the  candles." 

'T  hope  you  will  find  ev»>rything  you  want,  nephew,"  said 
Mme.  (Jrandet  :  '"but  if  anything  has  been  forgotten,  you  will 
call  Xanon." 

"It  would  be  ditlicult  to  want  anything,  my  dear  aunt,  for 
I  belii've  I  have  brought  all  niy  things  with  me.  Permit  me 
to  wish  you  and  my  young  cousin  good  night." 

Charles  took  a  lighted  wax-candle  from  Xanon:  it  was  a 
commodity  of  local  manufacture,  which  had  grown  old  in  the 
sliop,  verv  dingy,  very  yellow,  and  so  like  the  ordinary  tal- 
low variety  that  M.  Grandet  had  no  suspicion  of  the  article 
of  lu.\ury  before  him;  indeed,  it  never  entered  into  his  head 
to  i:n;igine  that  there  could  be  such  a  thing  in  the  house. 

'T  will  show  vou  the  wav,"  said  the  goodman. 
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Ono  of  till'  doors  in  tlio  (linin--room  ^'ave  immediate  ae- 
ceijti  to  the  archwa.v  and  to  the  .-taimise ;  but  to-ni-ht.  out 
of  eompliiiient  to  hk  jrue^t,  (Jrandet  w.-nt  bv  \va\^of  the 
passage  wliioli  separated  tlie  kitelieii  from  the  diiiin--rooiii. 
A  folding-door,  witli  a  large  oval  jiane  of  ghi.-s  let  into  it, 
closed  in  tiie  passage  at  the  end  nearest  the  staircase,  an  ar- 
rangement intended  to  keep  out  the  hla>ts  of  cold  air  that 
ruslied  through  the  archway.  Witli  a  like  end  in  view,  .trips 
of  list  had  been  nailed  to  the  doors;  but  in  wint,  r  the  east 
wind  found  its  way  m.  and  whistled  none  t!ie  !,■...  >hrew.llv 
about  the  house,  and  the  dining-room  wa~  seldom  even  toler- 
ably warm. 

Xanon  went  out,  drew  the  bolts  on  the  entrance  gate, 
fastened  the  door  of  tiie  dining-room,  went  acro,-s  to  the  stable 
to  let  ]oo.>e  a  great  wolf-dog  with  a  eraeked  \,;kv:  ii  sounded 
as  though  the  animal  was  .-utfering  from  laryngitis.  His 
savage  temper  was  well  known,  and  Xanon  was  the  only 
human  being  who  eould  mamige  him.  There  was  some  wild 
strain  in  both  the.<e  children  of  the  fields;  they  understood 
each  other. 

Charles  glanced  round  at  the  dingy  yellow  walls  and 
sinoke-begrinu'd  ceiling,  and  saw  how  the  crazy,  W(jrm-eaten 
stairs  siiook  beneath  his  uncle's  heavy  tread';  he  was  fast 
coming  to  his  senses,  this  was  sober 'reality  indeed!  The 
place  looked  like  a  hen-roost.  He  looked  round  (piestioningly 
at  the  faces  of  his  aunt  ami  eou.-in,  but  they  were  so  thor- 
oughly accustomed  to  the  staircase  and  its  peculiarities  that 
it  never  occurred  to  them  that  it  could  cau.^e  anv  astonish- 
ment;  they  took  his  signal  of  distress  for  u  simple"e\].ression 
of  friendliness,  and  smiled  l)ack  at  him  in  the  mo,-t  amiable 
way.  That  smile  was  the  last  straw;  the  young  man  was  at 
his  wits"  end. 

"What  the  devil  made  my  father  send  me  liere:-'"  said  he 
to  himself. 

Arrived  on  the  first  landing,  he  saw  before  him  three 
doors  painted  a  dull  red-brown  color;  there  were  n.)  moldings 
round  any  of  them,  so  that  they  would  liave  bee!!   -:f<:.rf"eU' 
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vii-iblc  ill  the  ilu-l  >iiif:iic  nf  till'  wall  if  it  liad  not  Im'cii  for 
tiic  very  appiirciit  licavv  bars  of  iron  with  wiiicii  tliev  won- 
onilK'llishi'd.  and  \\lii(h  tcriiiinatcd  in  a  sort  "f  roiji^'h  oriia- 
incnlal  (ii'-i;:n.  a-  did  the  ciuN  of  the  iron  sciitclifons  wliirh 
surrounded  the  ki-ylmlr^.  A  door  at  the  head  of  tho  stairs 
wliicli  had  oncf  i:ivcn  ciitraiicc  into  tlio  room  over  the  kitelicn, 
was  (vid'titly  Idockid  up.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  tho  onlv  (>n- 
trancv  was  throuirli  (irandcl's  own  room,  ami  this  room  over 
the  kitchen  was  th(>  vine.i^rowcr's  sanctum. 

DayliL'ht  was  admitted  into  it  hy  a  sinjrie  window  which 
looked  out  upon  the  yard,  and  which,  for  greater  security, 
was  prni((i(d  hy  a  ;.M-alinL'  of  massive  iron  bars.  The  mas- 
ter of  the  house  allowed  no  one,  not  even  Mme.  (irandot,  to 
set  foot  in  this  chandier;  he  kept  the  rij,dit  of  entry  to  him- 
self, and  sat  there,  undisturbed  and  alone,  like  an  alchemist 
in  the  midst  of  his  crucibles.  Here,  no  doubt,  there  was 
some  cunniiiixly  contrived  and  secret  hidin,i,'-place ;  for  here 
he  stored  up  the  title-deed^^  of  his  e,-tate>  ;  here,  too,  he  kept 
the  delicately  adjusted  .-scales  in  which  he  weighed  his  gold 
louis;  and  here  every  night  he  maile  out  receipts,  wrote  ac- 
knowledgments of  sums  reeeivt'd,  and  laid  his  schemes,  so 
that  other  business  men,  .-oeing  Grandet  never  busy,  and 
always  prepared  for  every  emergeiU'y,  might  have  been  ex- 
cusi'd  for  imagining  that  lie  had  a  fairy  or  familiar  spirit  at 
his  beck  and  call.  Here,  no  doubt,  wlien  Xanon's  snoring 
shook  the  rafters,  when  the  savage  watch-dog  bayed  and 
prowled  about  the  yard,  when  Mme.  (Jrandet  and  Kugenie 
were  fast  asleep,  the  old  cooiier  would  come  to  be  with  his 
gohl.  and  hug  himself  upon  it,  and  toy  with  it.  and  fondle  it, 
and  brood  over  it,  and  so,  with  the  into.xieation  of  the  gold 
upon  him,  at  last  to  sleep.  The  walls  were  thick,  the  closed 
-butters  kept  their  secut.  He  aloi)'  had  the  key  of  this 
laboratory,  where,  if  re])orts  spoke  truly,  he  pored  over  plans 
o!i  wiiieh  every  fruit  tree  belonging  to  him  was  mapped  out, 
so  tl!:!t  he  eoidd  reckon  oui  his  crops,  so  much  to  every  vine 
stem  :  and  his  yield  of  tindier,  to  a  fagot. 

The  tloor  of  V.:  geuie's  room  was  opposite  this  closed-UD 
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pt  tal,  the  room  occupied  Ity  M.  and  Afmo  Orandot  was  at 
the  end  of  the  hmdiii;.',  and  consisted  of  the  entire  front  of 
the  house.  It  was  divided  within  hv  a  partition.  Mtne.  Gran- 
det's  chamher  wa>  next  to  Ku^V^nie's,  with  wliicli  it  conmumi- 
cated  by  a  glass  duor;  the  other  half  of  the  room,  separated 
from  the  iii_vsteriou.>  cahinet  by  a  thick  wall,  lK'lon<,'e(l  to  the 
master  of  tiie  hoii.-e.  (ioodinan  (Jrandet  had  eunnini;!; 
loducd  his  nephew  on  the  .-eeund  story,  in  an  airv  pirret  im- 
lueiiiately  above  his  own  ninm,  x)  that  he  cduld  iiear  every 
sound  and  inform  himself  of  the  young  man's  goings  and 
comings,  if  the  latter  should  take  it  into  his  head  to  leave 
his  quarters. 

Eugenie  and  her  mother,  arrived  on  tiie  tirst  landing,  kissed 
each  otiier,  and  said  good  night;  they  took  leavt-  of  Charles 
in  u  few  formal  words,  .-jiokeii  wiih  an  apparent  indill'ereiiee, 
which  in  her  heart  the  girl  was  far  from  feeling,  and  went 
to  their  rooms. 

"This  is  your  room,  nephew,''  said  Grandet,  addressing 
Charles  as  he  ((peiied  the  door.  "If  you  should  wish  to  go  out, 
you  will  iiavc  to  call  .\anon;  for  if  yon  don't,  it  will  be  'no 
more  at  present  from  your  most  obedient,'  the  dog  will  gobble 
you  down  before  you  know  where  yo\i  an'.  Good  night,  sleep 
well.  Ha!  ha  I  the  hulies  have  lighted  u  lire  in  your  room," 
he  went  on. 

Just  at  that  moment  big  Xanou  appeared,  armed  with  a 
warming-pan. 

"Did  any  one  ever  see  the  like?"  >aid  M.  (Jrandet.  "Do 
you  take  my  nephew  for  a  sick  woman!'  he  is  not  an  invali<l. 
Just  be  off,  Xanon  I  you  and  your  hot  ashes." 

"But  the  sheets  are  damp,  sir,  and  the  gentleman  looks  as 
delicate  as  a  woman." 

"All  right,  go  through  with  it,  since  you  have  taken  it  into 
your  head,"  said  (iraiidet,  shrugging  his  shoulders,  "but 
mind  you  doii"t  set  the  place  on  lire,"  an<l  the  miser  groped 
his  way  downstairs,  imittenng  \aguely  to  himself. 

Charles,  brcalliless  witli  a.-tonishment.  was  left  among  his 
trunks.     He  looked  round  about  him,  at  the  sloping  roof  of 
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tlif  attic,  at  the  wall|iii|ifr  '>!'  a  pattorn  peculiar  to  little 
couuln  inn>.  Iniiuhcs  ut'  llowcrs  syriiiiictric-ailv  arranged  on 
a  butr-coinrcd  lia('k;,'r(iiiii(l ;  lie  IcMikctl  at  tli<'  rough  stone 
clHninr\-iut(  (•  Aill  <il'  nit.s  aiul  crai-ks  (the  more  sight  of  it 
sent  a  chill  thrniij:h  him,  in  .-pitc  of  the  fire  in  the  grate), 
at  the  raiii>ha(kh-  c  aiic-seatcil  chairs,  at  the  open  night-table 
large  cnnii-h  to  iioM  a  fair-sized  sergeant-at-arnis,  at  the 
strip  i>f  worn  nig-carpct  In'.-ide  the  canopied  bedstead,  at  the 
curtains  which  tliook  every  monicnt  ai  if  the  whole  worm- 
eaten  -iriKiiin;  Would  fall  to  pieces;  finally,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  big  Xanon,  and  said  earnestly — 

"LoDk  here,  my  good  girl,  am  1  really  in  M.  (irandet'a 
house?  ^I.  tlramlt  t,  formerly  Mayor  of  Sauniur,  and  brother 
of  M.  CraiideL  of  I'aris?" 

"'ies,  .-ir,  yni  are;  and  you  are  staying  with  a  ven-  kind, 
a  very  amiable  and  excellciiL  genlli'inan.  Am  1  to  help  you 
to  uiii>ack  those  trunks  of  yours r" 

'■r'aith,  yes,  old  soldier,  I  wish  you  would.  Did  you  serve 
in  the  horse  marines?" 

"Oh!  oh!  oh!"  chuckled  Xanon.  "What  may  they  be? 
What  are  IIks  horse  marines?  Are  they  olil  salts?  Do  they 
go  to  si'a?" 

••Here,  look  out  my  dressing-gown;  it  is  in  that  portman- 
leaii.  ami  this  is  the  key." 

Xanon  was  overcome  with  astonishment  at  the  sight  of  a 
green  silk  (lies.Mng-g.,wn,  eml^roidered  with  gold  llowers  after 
an  antique  jiatterii. 

'■.\re  you  going  to  sl^ep  in  thai :'"  she  inquired. 

'•Yes." 

'•Holy  Virgin!  What  a  beautiful  altar  cloth  it  would  make 
for  the  parish  church!  Oh,  my  dear  young  gentleman,  you 
should  give  it  to  the  Church,  and  you  will  save  your  soul, 
Avhich  you  are  like  to  lose  for  that  thing.  Oh!  how  nice  you 
look  in  it.     I  will  go  and  cal!  mademoiselle  to  look  at  you." 

•■('ome  now,  Xan(Ui,  since  that  is  your  name,  will  you  hold 
your  tongue,  and  let  me  go  to  bed.  I  will  .set  my  things 
Btraighi  lu-morrow,  and  as  you  have  taken  such  a  fancy  to 
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my  gown,  yon  shall  liav.-  a  dia  ,r.'  to  savo  vour  soul.  T  am 
tud  ^ood  a  Chnslian  m  lako  it  ;iway  \ni!'.  iiif  wIhti  1  >:o; 
you  shall  have  it.  ami  \uu  can  do  wiiatovcr  vuu  iii.  ■  with  it." 

N'aiioM  >;.H.(|  >[ock  still,  stariuir  at  Charles ;  she  couiil  not 
hriiif:  iRT.s.'lf  to  l)fli(  vc  that  he  r.-ally  uuMiit  wiiat  h.-  .-anl. 

'•Vou  arc  ^roiM-r  to  ;:i\i'  that  j:rui.|  (lri'--in^'-(ro\vii  to  mr'" 
she  said,  as  she  tiinieil  n,  j;,,.  -I'li,.  >rrntl'Tnaii  i-  dreaniiug 
already.     (Joml  uj-ht," 

"(iood  iii;:lil,  .\anoi.  — \Vh:!  rur  am  1  doiiiu'  here:-"  said 
Charle.s  to  himsell',  as  he  dropj.,  .1  olF  to  sleeji.     "My  father  is 

no  fool ;  I  have  not  I II  sent  her-  I'or  not:  im:.     I'onh  !  'serious 

business  to-morrow,'  as  some  old  <;reek  wi-cacre  u,M-d  ti>  .-av." 

"Saiittc  Viciujc!  how  niee  he  is!"  said  Ku^'eiii.^  to  herself 
in  the  middle  of  lier  prayers,  and  th;it  ni.trht  they  remained 
unfinished. 

Mine.  (Jrandet  alone  lay  down  to  re.-t.  with  no  thou^dit  in 
lier  quiet  mind.  I'hrou^di  the  iloor  in  tlu-  thin  [)artition  she 
could  hear  her  lui-hand  paein;,'  lu  and  Iro  in  his  room.  Like 
all  iensilive  and  timid  women,  she  had  thorou<,'hly  studied  he 
charaiter  of  her  Icjid  and  master.  Just  as  the  sea-mew  fore- 
sees the  eomin^'  storm,  she  knew  by  almost  impercoptiblo 
si'.'ns  that  a  tempest  was  raging  in  Cirandet's  mind,  and,  to 
use  her  own  exj.ression,  she  "lay  like  one  dead"  at  such  sea- 
sons. Grandet's  eyes  turned  towards  his  sanetum;  he  looked 
at  the  door,  which  was  lined  with  sheet  iron  on  the  inner  side 
(he  himself  had  seen  to  that),  and  muttered.  "What  a  pre- 
jiusterous  notion  this  is  of  my  brother's,  to  Lave  his  child  to 
me!  A  pretty  legacy!  I  haven't  twenty  crowns  to  spare, 
and  what  would  twenty  crowns  be  to  a  popinj.iv  like  that. 
who  looked  at  my  weather-glass  as  if  it  wasn't  fit  to  li^it  the 
lire  with?"' 

And  Grandet,  meditating  on  the  probable  outcome  ,,f  this 
mournful  dying  request,  was  jterhaps  more  perturbed  .n  spirit 
than  the  brother  who  had  made  it. 

"Shall  I  really  have  that  golden  gownV  \anon  said,  and 
she  fell  asleep  wrapped  around  in  her  altar  doth,  dreami-:,' 
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I'.r  irip  Cir-^i  titiu-  in  Ikt  life  .if  shininir  cmhnu.lcri.s  anJ 
llowind  iT'icailc.  jii>t  ii."  I\iii:t''iiir  ilivanu'il  of  liv,-. 

In  ii  ;.'irl"s  iiiiKicmt  juul  mnMtit  ful  lif.-  tlurc  conic-  a  iiiys- 
tcrimis  hour  of  joy  win  n  ihr  -unli.u'lit  spreads  fliroiii:h  tlic 
5011I.  aii'l  it  ,-cciii-  to  h.T  ih.it  liir  ilowcrs  express  the  thou^rlits 
lliat  riM'  wiiiiin  licr,  thoughts  that  arc  (luickcncil  bv  evcrv 
luart  licai,  ..iii\  in  hlctiij  in  a  vaLriio  fcflinir  of  lontrinu',  when 
till'  'iay-  ari'  llllcd  with  innocent  nn^lancholy  aiiij  .iclpious 
!ia|.pinc-~.  Cliii.lrcn  Mnih«  when  they  sec  liic  li-ht  for  the 
lir.-t  time,  and  wlien  a  ;.MrI  ditnly  fjivines  the  pn-ericc  of 
love  III  !!i,^  world  .-he  -miles  as  -he  smiled  i„  her  hal.\hood. 
If  huhi  1-  the  llr-t  thini:  that  we  learn  to  ji.ve.  is  ii,,t  love 
like  liudii  in  the  liearl  :-  'I'his  moment  ha,!  eonie  for  lluj^'cnic ; 
she  .-aw  the  tinners  (d'  life  dearly   for  the  tirst  time. 

Karly  risin.u'  is  the  rule  in  the  country,  so,  like  most  other 
pirl-.  Kii;:cnic  was  up  hetime.-  in  the  mornini:;  tliis  inornini,' 
she  ro-e  earlier  than  usual,  said  lier  prayers,  and  l)e;,'an  to 
dress:  her  toilette  was  heiieeforth  to  possess  an  interest  nn- 
known  before.  Slie  bciran  by  brnshini:  her  clie-tnut  liair,  and 
wound  tile  iieavy  plaits  aiiout  iicr  lieail,  (aivful  that  no  loose 
onds  shouM  e-cape  from  the  braided  coronet  which  nuide 
an  apjiropriat.'  .-ettin-  for  a  face  both  frank  and  shy,  a  sim- 
ple cuill'ure  which  harmonized  with  the  j,nrlish  outlini'r^. 

As  she-  wa.-hed  lier  liands  apiin  and  apiin  in  the  eohl 
spring'  water  tiiat  rou^diened  and  reddened  tlie  skin,  she 
Jooked  down  at  her  pretty  rounded  arms  and  wondered  what 
her  cousin  did  to  have  hands  so  soft  and  so  white,  and  nails 
so  shapely.  She  put  on  a  pair  of  new  -toekiiiixs,  and  her  best 
shoes,  and  laced  herself  carefully,  witliout  jiassinj,'  over  a 
sin<r!o  eyelet-hole.  For  tlie  first  time  in  her  life,  in  fact,  she 
wished  to  look  her  hest.  and  felt  th.it  it  was  pleasant  to  have 
a  [)retty  new  dress  to  wear,  a  becoming  dress  which  was  nicciv 
made. 

The  church  clock  struck  just  as  slie  had  finished  drc'ssintr; 
tile  counteil  the  strokes,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that  it  was 
still  oidy  seven  o'clock.  She  had  been  so  anxious  to  have 
plenty  of  time  for  her  toilette,  that  she  had  risen  too  earlv. 
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and  now  tlnrc  wa-  iimiIiiiil'  Itl't  to  ilo.  Ku^t-nie.  in  her 
i^'nuruiKt',  iifViT  tli(>ii;,'lit  dl  sUuImiij;  tlu>  poiiition  of  a  tress 
of  hiiir,  ami  of  altiTiii;^  it  a  iIu/.mi  tiiius  to  rriticise  its  t*f- 
ft'ct ;  sht'  >iiiii>l_v  fnldfii  luT  ariii~.  .-at  dnwii  by  tlic  window, 
urul  luiiki-d  out  iipnii  the  vaid.  tlu'  Iiuil,'  strip  of  ;,'ard('n,  and 
tlif  tfiTHO'd  ;:ardiii-i  up  aliovc  upon  tin'  rainjiart.-. 

It  was  a  soiiK  wliat  drfary  outlook  thus  -hut  in  hv  tin-  ;,'riin 
I'ock  vvaiU,  liiii  not  willioul  a  cliaiiu  of  its  own.  the  mysterious 
hiauty  of  (juut  oviT-sliaiird  ^'ardnis,  or  of  wild  and  solitary 
places.  I'nder  the  kitchen  wiiitlow  there  was  a  well  with  a 
stone  coping'  round  it;  a  pulley  Wius  suspended  above  the 
water  from  an  in'ii  i)racket  over^irown  hy  a  'ine;  the  vine- 
lease,-  were  red  and  faded  now  that  tlie  autumn  wa>  nearly  at 
an  end,  and  the  crooked  stem  was  plainly  visible  as  it 
wound  its  way  to  the  hou>e  wall,  and  crept  along  the  hous«' 
till  it  came  to  an  end  hy  the  wood  stack,  where  the  fa^'ots 
were  arranged  with  a>  imich  neatne--  and  precision  as  the 
volumes  on  some  hook-lover's  shelves.  The  fla<,'-stones  in  the 
yard  were  dark  with  a;:e  and  mosses,  and  dank  with  the  stag- 
nant air  of  the  place;  weeds  grew  here  and  there  among  the 
chinks.  The  massive  outworks  of  the  old  fortifications  were 
green  with  moss,  with  here  and  there  a  long  dark  brown 
streak  where  water  dripped,  and  \ho  eight  tumble-down  stops, 
which  gave  acces>  to  the  garden  at  the  further  end  of  the 
yard,  were  almost  liMden  by  a  tall  growth  of  plants;  the 
geni'ral  effect  of  the  crumhling  stones  had  a  vague  resem- 
blance to  some  eru>ader"s  tomb  erected  by  his  widow  in  the 
days  of  yore  and  long  since  fallen  into  ruin. 

Along  the  low  mouldering  stone  wall  there  was  a  fence  of 
open  lattice-work,  rotten  with  age,  and  fast  falling  to  pieces; 
overrun  by  various  creeping  plants  that  clambered  over  it  at 
their  own  sweet  will.  A  couple  of  stunted  ap])le  trees  spread 
out  their  gnarled  and  twisted  branches  on  either  side  of  the 
wicket  gate  that  led  into  the  garden — three  straiglU  gravel 
walks  with  stri[)s  cf  bord.-r  in  iietwe(>n.  and  a  line  of  bo.\- 
edging  on  either  side:  aul.  at  the  further  end.  underneath 
the  rumiiaris,  a  sort  of  arbor  of  lime  trees,  and  a  row  of  ra-sp- 
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berry  canes.  A  liu.irc  walnut  tive  <:rvw  at  the  ond  nearest 
to  the  hous..,  and  alni()>t  ..vcrshadowcd  tlu-  cuupef^  strong 
room  with  it.-  .-preadiii;:  lnaiK  iics. 

It  was  one  of  thu.-c  >nft.  hn-ht,  aniinnn  moriiiiiirs  peculiar 
totli.'distri(t>.:lnii;r  t|„.  i^,„,r:  tliciv  was  not  atraeeof  mist; 
the  li^dit  frnstv  rim.'  of  the  previous  ni^^lit  was  rapidlv  dis- 
appearing: a.-  till'  mild  i-av>  of  the  antnmn  sun  shoiu-  on  tli.. 
pielure.-.pu'  surn.iuhlin-s  the  old  walls,  the  -ivrii  tangled 
f,'ro«ili  111  the  yard  and  ganhTi. 

All  the.-c  tlnn,i:s  had  lurii  Ion-  familiar  to  Ku-rnie's  eves 
but  to-day  It  ..,viiK.d  to  her  that  thrre  wa>  a  n,w  1k,uiIv  about 
them  A  thron-  of  confu.^ed  thou;:hts  lillrd  h.T  mind  ;i^  the 
.Minbeanis  overllowcd  the  world  witiiont.  A  vajrue,  ine.x- 
pheable  new  liap,,.ness  stirri'd  within  her.  and  cnvdop'ed  her 
soul,  as  a  hri^dit  eloud  mi.i^ht  clinjr  ahout  some  ..hjout  in  the 
material  world.  The  .piaint  .irarden.  liie  old  walls',  every  de- 
tail in  lier  little  world  .-.rcmrd  to  he  livin-  throii-h  this  new 
e.vp..rienee  with  her;  tlu'  natmv  without  her  was  in  harmony 
with  her  inmost  fhou,-ht.<.  Tlu.  >unli,i:lit  mpi  alon^'  the  wall 
till  it  r.'aclu'd  a  maiden-hair  f.Tii;  tlif  clianoin;;  hues  of  a 
pigeon  s  breast  sh..n.-  from  the  thiik  frond-  and  irlos.sy  stems 
and  all  Kii-,-.ni<.-.-  future  ,-ivw  hri-ht  with  radiant  hopes' 
Henceforward  the-  hit  of  wall,  its  pale  I1ow,ts.  its  hlue  hare- 
bells and  bleaehed  grasses.  Wius  a  pl.a.-ant  sii:ht  for  her;  it 
called  up  as.^ociations  whi.-h  had  all  th.'  >.harm  of  the  memo- 
ries of  childhood. 

The  rustling  sound  made  hy  tlir  leav.'s  as  they  fell  to  the 
earth,  the  eelioes  that  .ame  up  from  the  court,  "seemed  like 
answfi-s  to  fhegirfs  sr.ivt  (piestionings  as  she  sat  and  mused; 
she  might  have  stayed  ihnv  hy  the  window  all  dav  and  never 
have  noticed  how  the  hours  went  hv,  hut  other  thoughts 
surged  up  within  her  soul.  Again  and  again  she  rose  and 
.-tood  hetore  the  glass,  and  looked  at  herself,  as  a  conscien- 
tious writer  scrutinizes  his  work,  critici.<es  it,  and  savs  hard 
things  about  it  to  himself. 

"T  am  not  pretty  eiiougli  f(U'  him  !"' 

This  was  what  Eugenie  thought,  in  her  humility,  and  the 
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thought  was  fcrti  .1  sulTcrin^'.  Tlio  poor  child  did  not  do 
herself  ju.<tia';  i>  .t  uility,  or  nioro  truly,  fear,  is  bom  with 
love.  Eugt'iiiL'"s  b."ut_v  was  of  a  robust  type  uflen  found 
among  the  lower  inidiile  elasses,  a  type  which  may  seem  some- 
what wanting  in  refiuement,  but  in  her  the  beauty  of  the 
Venus  of  Milo  was  ennobled  and  purified  by  the  beauty  of 
Christian  sentiment,  wjiieh  inve.-is  woman  witli  a  dignity" un- 
known to  ancient  sculptors.  Her  head  was  very  large';  the 
nuisiuline  but  delicate  outlines  of  her  forehead  recalled  the 
Jupiter  of  I'liidia.-:  all  the  radiance  of  her  pure  life  seemed 
to  shine  from  the  clear  gray  eyes.  .\n  attack  of  smallpox, 
so  mild  that  it  had  left  no  scar.-  on  the  oval  face  or  features, 
had  yet  somewhat  blurred  tlii'ir  fresh,  fair  coloring,  and 
coarsened  the  smooth  and  delicate  surface,  <till  so  fine  and 
soft  that  her  moiherV  gentle  ki.-s  left  a  pa.-sing  trace  of  faint 
red  on  her  clieek.  rerbai)s  Iut  nose  was  a  little  too  large,  but 
it  did  not  contradict  the  kindly  and  airectionate  ex{)ression  of 
the  mouth,  and  the  red  lips  covered  with  finely-etched  lines. 
Her  throat  was  daintily  rounded.  There  was  .■something  that 
attracted  attenti<ui  and  stirred  the  inuigination  in  the  curv- 
ing lines  of  her  figure,  covered  to  the  throat  bv  her  high- 
necked  dress;  no  doubt  she  jio>>e>sed  little  of  the  grace  that 
is  due  to  the  toilette,  and  her  tall  frame  was  strong  rather 
than  lissome,  but  this  was  not  without  its  charm  for  judges 
of  beauty. 

For  Eugenie  was  both  tall  and  strongly  built.  She  had 
nothing  of  the  prettiness  that  ordinary  people  admire;  but 
her  beauty  was  unmistakable,  and  (»f  a  kind  in  which  arti.sts 
alone  delight.  A  painter  in  quest  of  an  exalted  and  spiritual 
type,  searching  womeiiV  faces  for  the  beauty  which  kaphael 
dreametl  of  and  conjured  into  being,  the  eyes  full  of  proud 
humility,  the  pure  outlines,  often  due  to  some  chance  inspira- 
tion of  the  artist,  but  which  a  virtuous  and  Christian  life 
can  alone  accpiire  or  preserve.— a  painter  haunted  by  this 
ideal  would  have  ,<een  at  oner  in  Eugenie  (irandet's  face  her 
unconscious  and  innate  nolii'itv  of  soul,  a  world  of  love  be- 
hind the  quiet  brow,  and  in  the  way  she  had  with  her  eye- 
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lids  iinc]  in  her  eyes  that  divin,"  sonifthiiiK  wlii.l,  bailies  ile- 
scripticn.  There  was  a  serene  tran(|iiiiHty  ahout  her  features, 
unspoiled  and  unwearied  by  the  expression  of  p!ea.sure;  it  was 
as  if  you  watched,  across  soni.<  placid  lake,  the  shadowy  out- 
lines of  liills  far  ..if  ajrainst  the  sky.  The  heauty  of  Kuf^enie's 
face.  .-<>  quiet  and  so  softly  colored",  was  like  that  of  some  fair, 
lialf-<)](eMed  ilower  al)out  which  the  light  seems  to  liover:  in 
its  quality  v(  re-tfuliiess,  its  suhth'  revelation  of  a  beautiful 
nature,  lay  tlie  ciuirin  that  attracted  Ijeholders.  Kuijenie  was 
still  an  the  daisied  brink  of  life,  wliere  ilhisions  blossom  and 
joys  are  gathered  which  are  not  known  in  later  days.  So  she 
looked  in  the  glass,  and  with  no  thought  of  love  as  yet  in  her 
mind,  she  said,  '"He  will  not  give  me  a  thought ;  "l  am  too 

ugly  :•• 

Then  she  opened  her  door,  went  out  on  to  the  landing, 
and  bent  over  the  staiiva.-e  to  hear  the  .-unnd-  in  the  liou.^e. 
^"Ile  is  not  getting  up  yet."  ..he  thought.  ."^lie  h.'ard 
Xanon's  morning  cough  as  the  gu.„|  woman  uvnt  to  and  fro, 
swept  out  the  dining-room,  lit  ilii^  kitchen  tire,  cbam.Ml  up  the 
dog,  and  talked  to  her  friends  ihc  brutes  in  the  stabU-. 

Kugenie  lied  down  the  staircase,  and  ran  over  to  .\anon, 
who  was  milking  the  cow. 

•'Xanon,"'  she  cried,  -'do  let  us  have  .some  cream  for  mv 
cousin's  coU'ee,  there's  a  dear." 

"But,  mademoiselle,  you  can't  have  cream  olf  this  morn- 
ing's milk,"  said  .\,inon,  as  she  burst  out  laughing.  "I  can't 
make  cream  for  you.  Your  cousin  is  as  charming  as  charm- 
ing can  be,  that  he  i-!  You  haven't  seen  him  in  that  silk 
night  rail  of  his,  all  tlowers  and  gold!  I  did  though!  The 
linen  he  wears  is  every  bit  a-  line  as  .M.  le  Cure's  surplice." 

'•Xanon,  make  some  cake  for  us." 

"And  who  is  to  find  the  woo,|  to  heat  the  oven,  and  the 
flour  and  the  l)utter?"  asked  Xanon.  who  in  her  capacity  of 
(iramh't's  prime  mini.ster  was  a  person  of  immense  impor- 
tance in  Kugenie's  eye<.  and  rv,.„  jn  Kugenie's  mother's.  "Is 
he  to  i)c  r(,bi)cd  to  mak.'  a  feast  for  your  cousin?  .\sk  for  the 
butter  and  the  Hour  ami  the  llrewood;  he  is  your  father,  go 
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and  ask  him,  ho  may  ;:iv<'  them  to  d<iu.     Tliere !  there  he  is, 
just  comin-r  downstairs  to  sec  after  the  })rovisi()ns " 

But  Kii<i:eiiie  had  escajx  tl  into  the  f^ank'ii;  the  sound  of 
her  father's  footste[)  on  tl.e  creaking  >iairease  terrified  her. 
She  was  e  inseions  .if  a  ha[)|)iiiess  that  shrank  from  the  ob- 
servation of  others,  a  liapiiiiiess  whieh.  as  we  are  apt  to  think, 
and  perhaps  not  without  reason,  shines  from  our  eyes,  and  is 
written  at  Iar;:e  upon  our  forehead-.  And  not  only  so,  she 
was  eonscioiis  of  (jtlier  tliou;,'!its.  The  hieak  discomfort  of 
her  father's  liouse  had  struck  her  for  the  lirst  tinu-.  and,  with 
a  dim  frelinu'  of  vexation,  thi-  poor  child  wished  that  she 
could  aher  it  all,  and  iirinjj  it  more  into  liarmony  with  her 
cousin's  elepiiuc.  She  felt  a  pa>si(Miate  ion>:in^'  to  do  some- 
thin;;  for  liini,  without  the  -liirhtest  idea  what  that  something 
should  be.  The  womanly  in.-tinct  awakened  in  lier  at  the 
lirst  si<rlit  of  lier  cousin  was  only  the  stron,i:er  oecause  she 
had  reached  her  three-and-twcniieth  year,  and  mind  and  lioart 
were  fully  devcjujinl  :  and  >lie  was  so  natural  ami  simple  that 
she  acted  on  the  proni|  timrs  of  her  anirolie  nature  with- 
out submitting'  herself,  her  impressions,  or  lier  feelings  to 
any  introspective  process. 

For  the  first  tmu'  in  her  life  the  si;:ht  of  her  father  struck 
a  sort  of  terror  into  her  heart  ;  she  felt  that  he  was  the  master 
of  her  fate,  and  that  sl^.  was  -ruiltilv  hidinu'  some  of  her 
thouirhts  from  him.  She  be;:.in  to  walk  hurri<'dlv  up  and 
down,  wondcriu::  how  it  was  that  the  a;r  was  so  fresji ;  there 
was  a  revivini:  fiuv  ,n  t!ie  >unli;:ht,  it  seemed  to  be  within 
her  as  well  .1-  withnut.  il  was  as  if  a  mw  lif,.  iiad  heirnn. 

\\  Idle  -he  wa-  still  thinkinLT  how  to  irain  her  end  eonccm- 
inir  tiie  (ake.  a  ijuarn  I  <aiiie  to  pass  between  Xanon  and 
(irandrt.  a  tiiinu^  as  rare  a-  a  winter  swallow.  The  goodman 
had  just  tal.eii  Im-  ke\  ^.  and  was  about  to  dole  out  the  pro- 
visions reipiired  for  the  dav. 

"l>  I  here  any  liread  left  over  froir.  yesterday?"  he  asked 
of  Nanon. 

'*Not  a  crumb,  ,-ir." 

Grandet  took  up  a  large  loaf,  rouno  in  form  and  close  in 
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consistence,  sluipcd  in  on,,  of  the  flat  baskets  wliicli  thoy  use 
for  l)akin^'  in  Anjoii.  and  was  about  tu  tut  it,  whun  X'anon 
broke  in  iiiiuii  linn  with — 

"There  are  live  of  ii.-  to-ilav,  sir." 

"True,"  answered  (irandei  :  "hut  these  loaves  of  yours 
wei^rh  six  pounds  apiece;  tiiere  will  be  some  left  over.'  Be- 
sides, tliese  youii','  ffllows  from  I'aris  never  touch  bread,  as 
you  will  .>o()ii  >(■(■." 

"Thi'n  do  they  eat  'kitrkm!'"  asked   Xanon. 

'i'ius  word  Intclint  in  the  An;;evin  dictionary  signifies  any- 
thinj,'  whieh  is  spread  ujion  hnM<l;  from  butter,  the  com- 
nion<'st  variety,  to  preserved  peaches,  the  most  distin.ixuished 
of  all  kilrhrii.<:  and  those  who.  as  >mall  children,  have 
nibbled  off  the  kitrhni  and  left  the  bread,  will  rea.iily  under- 
stand the  bt>arin.t;  of  Xanon's  remark. 

"Xo,"  replied  (irand.t  with  much  .gravity,  "tjicv  .-at 
neither  bread  nor  kitchni ;  they  are  like  a  ;:irl  in  lovc.  as  vou 
may  say." 

Having'  at  len^jih  cut  down  the  dav's  rations  to  the  lowest 
possible  point,  tli(>  miser  was  about  |o  o-o  to  hi-  t'ruit-loft,  first 
carefully  lockin,:,'  up  the  cupboard-  of  ins  .-torerooin,  wlien 
Xanon  sto])])cd  him. 

"Jusi  ;:ive  me  some  (lour  and  butter,  sir."  she  said,  "and 
I  will  make  a  cake  for  the  children." 

"Are  you  <:oin;:  to  turn  the  liou.<e  up.-ide  down  because  my 
nephew  is  hen:'" 

"Your  nephew  wa-  no  more  in  my  mind  'ban  vour  do^', 
no  more  than  he  wa-  in  your-.  .  .  .  There,  now!  vou 
have  only  put  out  six  lump-  of  sui:ar.  and  I  want  eii.'ht." 

"Conic,  come,  XaiKui  :  I  have  nrvor  -.hmi  you  like  this  be- 
fore. What  has  come  over  your  .\re  you  mistro-s  here? 
You  will  have  six  lumps  of  siiLrar  and  no  ui'mv." 

"Oh,  very  well;  and  what  i-  your  nepliew  to  sweeten  his 
coffee  with  ?" 

"He  can  have  two  lumps:  I  shall  <ro  without  it  myself." 

••Y'ju  go  without  su.iiar'  and  at  your  age!  I  would  sooner 
pay  for  it  out  of  my  own  [lo.-ket." 

"Mind  vour  own  business." 
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In  spite  of  th.'  low  jtricc  of  siipir.  it  was,  in  Grandet's 
eyes,  tlic  most  precious  of  all  colonial  proilucl.s.  For  him  it 
was  always  somctliinj:  to  he  used  .-i)ariii;:ly :  it  was  still  worth 
six  francs  a  pound,  as  in  the  tiiic  of  the  Kmpirc,  and  thi.s 
petty  economy  had  become  an  in  eterate  habit  with  him.  But 
every  woman,  no  matter  how  simple  she  may  be.  can  devise 
.^'  i'M'  >hift  to  jraiii  !ier  .nds;  and  \anon  allowed  the  question 
•W  the  su^'ar  to  drop,  in  order  to  have  her  way  about  the  cake. 

••.Mademois.'lle,"  she  called  throu<;h  the  window,  "wouldn't 
you  like  some  cake:-"' 

"Xo.  no."  answered  [uipenie. 

"Stay.  Xanon.'"  said  (irandet  as  he  heard  his  daughter's 
voice;  "there  I" 

He  opened  the  dour-bin.  measurvii  out  some  flour,  and 
added  a  few  ounces  of  butter  to  the  ;,iec(  which  he  had  al- 
ready cut. 

"And  firewor.d;  I  shall  want  lirew(M.d  to  heat  the  oven," 
said  the  inexorable  Xanon. 

"Ah!  well,  you  can  take  wiiat  you  want.'"  he  answered  nie- 
fully.  "but  you  will  make  a  fruit  tart  at  liie  sime  time,  and 
you  must  bake  tiie  dinner  m  the  oven,  that  will  save  lichting 
another  fire."  "^ 

'V'l"  >'  '"  eri.'d  Xanon;  "th«>re  is  no  need  to  tell  me  that!" 
Grandet  pave  his  trustv  prime  mini.ster  a  -lance  that  was 
alnio«t  paternal. 

".Ma.lemoiselle,"  cried  the  cook,  '"we  are  croinp  to  have  a 
cake." 

<;randet  came  hack  a;.^ain  AJth  the  fruit,  and  began  by  set- 
ting down  a  plateful  on  the  kitchen  table. 

'-.Fust  look  her.',  sir."  said  Xanon,  "what  lovelv  boots  your 
nephew  has!  What  leather,  how  nice  it  smells!  What  are 
they  to  be  cleaned  with?  Am  I  to  put  vour  egg-blacking  on 
them?" 

"No.  X.inon."  said  Kugenie:  "I  expect  the  egp  would  spoil 
the  leather.  You  had  better  tell  him  that  vou  have  no  idea 
how  to  clean  black  irorocoo  .  .  .  Yes,  it  is  morocco 
and  he  himself  will  buy  you  .something  in  Saumur  to  clean 
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hiri  boots  with.     I  Imv 


tlu'ir  l)lacki 


0  licanl  it  said  that  thoy  put  suirar  into 
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iij:,  and  tliat  is  what  makes  it  s 
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d  to  cat  ?' 


the  boots  and  siiult  the 


w  picked  up 
ii'V  sinoU  of 


a  week  while  your 


i>Ke(i  ine  maul,  a,- 
111.        "  (Juivii,     ijliirll .' 
niadanic's  eaii-de-('.,|oj:ne!     Oh,  how  funny!" 

Funny'"  said  her  nia>tiT;  "people  spend  more  nioncv  on 
their  liuuis  tlian  they  are  worth  that  stand  in  Ihein,  and  ymi 
think  it  funny!"  He  had  just  returned  from  a  secmid  iuid 
final  exjicdiiioii  to  the  fruit  loft,  carefully  loekinir  the  door 
after  him. 

"\oii  will  have  soup    once    or    twice 
nephew  i.s  here,  sir,  will  you  not!-'" 
los. 
"Shall  I  pT  round  to  the  butcher's!-" 
"Vou  will  do  nothirj:  of  the  kind.     You  can  make  some 
chicken-broth;  the  tenants  will  keej»  you  p''"?,'-     l^ut  f  shall 
tell   Cornoiller  to  kill   some   ravens   i'or   me.      Tiiat  kind   of 
gi:     e  makes  the  l)e.4  broth  in  the  world." 

.s  It  true,  .~ir.  that  they  live  on  dead  things!-" 
Von  are  a  fool.  Xaiioii  !     They  live,  like  evervbodv  else, 
'      anythinj.'  that   they  can   jiick   up.      Don't   we  all   live  on 
*i  :hin-<!-'    What  about  le-acies!-"     .\nd  (loodman  Oran- 
uavin^'  no  further  order  to  give,  drew  out  hi-  watch,  and 
ng  thar  there  was  yet  half  an  hour  to  sj)are  before  break- 
took      M  his  hat,  gave   his  daughter  a   kiss,  and  .<aid. 
'ild  yn     like  to  take  a  walk  along  the  Loire?     1   have 
iiinc      1  see  aft.  r  in  the  meailows  down  there." 
gei!        -it  on  her  straw  hat  lined  with  rose-colored  silk; 
^!'  '  ler  and  daughter  went  down  the  crooked  street 

narkel -place, 
are  you  oil'  to  so  early  this  morning?"  said  the 
chot,  as  he  met  the  (irandets. 
"W.   are  going  to  take  a  lo,,k  at  something,"  responded  his 
friend,  in  no  wise  deceived  by  this  early  move  on  the  notary's 
]iart. 

Whenever  (Irandet  was  about  to  "take  a  look  at  something," 
the  notary  knew  by  e.xperience  that  there  was  something  to 
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bo  gained  by  going  with  him.  With  him,  therefore,  he  went. 
'•Come  along.  Cruciiot."  said  Crandot.  addre?.-ing  the 
notary.  "You  are  one  of  my  f ricnd.s ;  I  am  going  to  show 
you  what  a  piece  of  folly  it  is  to  plant  poplars  in  good 
soil " 

"Then  the  sixty  thousand  francs  that  you  fingered  for  those 
poplars  of   yours  in  the  meadows  l.y  the    Loire  are  a  mere 
trifle  to  you?"  said  Cruchot,  opening  his  eyes  wide  in  his  he- 
wiiderment.      ".\nd   such    luck    as    you     had     too! 
Felling  your  timber  just  when  there  wjus  no  white  wood  to 
be  had  in  Xantes.  so  that  vsory  trunk  fetched  thirty  francs!" 
Eugenie  heard  and  did  not  hear,  utterly  unonscious  that 
the  most  critical  moment  of  her  life  was  rapidiv  approaching, 
that  a  paternal  and  sovereign  decree  was  about   to  be  pro- 
nounced, and    that    the    old   notary    was    to    bring  this  all 
about.    Grandet  had  reached  tin-  magnificent  meadow-land  by 
the  Loire,  which  had  come  into  his  hands  in  his  Kepubliean 
day-      Some  thirty  laiiorers  wen-  bu.sy  digging  out  the  roots 
of  tne  poplars  ihat  once  stood  there,  filling  up  Uw  holes  that 
were  left,  and  leveling  the  ground. 

"Now,  M.  Cruchot.  see  how  much  space  i  popLir  takes  up," 
said  he.  addressing  the  notary.  ".lean."  iic  calli'd  •  ^  a  work- 
man, ••m—m—mea-ure  r— round  the  sides  with  your  rule." 

'"Eight  feet  four  times  over,"  .-^aid  the  workman  when  he 
had  tini.-hed. 

"Thirty-two  feet  of  loss."  said  (Jrandet  to  Crucliot.  ".Vow 
along  that  line  there  were  three  hundre.I  poplars,  weren't 
there!'  Well.  then,  three  huiidri'd  t—t— times  thirtv-tW) 
f— feet  will  eat  up  five  hun.lredweight  of  hay.  .Mhnv  twice  a.s 
much  again  for  the  space  on  either  side,  and  von  jrft  fifteen 
hundredweight:  then  there  is  the  intervening  space — sav  a 
thousand  t — t — trusses  of  liay  altogether," 

"Well."  said  Cruchot.  helping  his  friend  out.  "and  a  thou- 
sand trusses  of  that  hay  would  fetch  .something  like  six  hun- 
dred francs." 

"S — s — say  t — twelve  hiindre  1.  because  tlie  s — second  crop 
is  worth  three  or  lour  hundred  francs.     Good,  then  reckon 
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up  what  t—t— twelve  liiin.ind  {r.i!)<<  p.T  annum  <1—(1— dur- 
ing f — forty  vear.-  coine-  |...  ai  niiiiiiDiiii-l  inii'n<t  nf  course."' 
"Si.Mv  lliMUsuid  I'raiio.  or  tii^Tealioui-."  >ai(l  tlie  notarv. 
"Tliat  i>  what  I  mal-j'  ii  !  Si\t\  tliou.-and  f  -  t'  —  francs. 
Well."  the  virii'LTPiwcr  wi'iit  on  without  staitinieriiii:.  "two 
tlioiiMuid  pujilars  will  ii>>!  hrinu'  in  lil'ty  tlioii>aiid  fruiies  in 
forty  vear-.  So  _\i)u  !,,,,•  on  them.  That  /  found  out.""  said 
•fianilct.  who  wa.>  vastly  pleased  with  himself.  "Jean.""  he 
'"iilinu.'d,  lurnin^r  to  the  laborer,  "(ill  up  all  ihe  holes  ex- 
cept iho-e  aloiiK  the  riverside,  where  you  can  plant  those 
poplar  .-apliiiLrs  that  I  \,nurrhi.  If  you  >.■!  them  along  by  the 
i.oire.  they  will  .rrnw  there  linelv  at  tiie  e.xjien.-e  of  tiie  "Gov- 
ernment."" lie  addrd.  ai,.l  a-  he  looked  roun.I  at  Crucliot  the 
wen  on  his  noM.  twitehrd  sli-htly ;  the  ne-t  .sardonic  smile 
eoultl  not  have  ^aid  more. 

•'\es.  It  is  clear  eiion-li.  poplars  should  only  be  planted  in 
poor  .-.oil.""  said  Criiehoi.  i^mv  overcome  with  amazement  at 
<iraiidet"s  a.-tuteiio.-. 
"i — e — s.  sir.  said  tiie  cooper  ironicallv. 
Husreiiir  u,i<  lodkiiiu'-  out  o\rr  the  _'lorious  landscape  and 
alonj:  the  Lonv,  wiilioui  hrrdin-  Iht  falh-'r".-  ariilimetic ;  but 
Crueliot"s  talk  with  lii<  clent  took  another  turn,  and  her  at- 
tention  was  suddenly  arou.MMl. 

'■So  you  ha\e  a  .-on-indaw  i  omo  from  Paris;  they  are  talk- 
ini;  about  iiotliin-  hut  \oiir  m'piicw  in  all  S.uimur.  !  sliall 
soon  have  seltlement-  to  draw  up:  eh,  prr(>  (irandet!'"" 
^  "J)id  \ou  eomo  out  early  to  i-^t— tell  me  that'r""  inquired 
Grandrt.  and  again  the  wcn  twiirhed.  "\"ery  well.  \ou  are 
an  old  cnuiy  of  mm,-;  I  will  ho  p_|, lain  with  you.  ami 
t--t— toil  yuu  what  you  w — wain  to  know.  1  would  rather 
iliug  ni_\  .1— d  — daiighlcr  into  the  Iviirr.  look  vou.  than 
•J — givo  ler  to  her  coumd.     Vou  .an  give  that  out.     Hut.  no; 

I     -I  —  |.-!    pinpic  go>sij)."' 

Kvrrytiun- swam  itrtun-  l-:iii:enie"s  eyes.  H.-r  vairue  hopes 
of  di.-taiil  happiiie.-.-  had  Midd.  iilv  takon  d.-lini!,.  >hapr.  had 
spriin.'  up  and  blo.-.-ouH  d.  md  ihm  hor  liar\e-t  of  tiuw.^r.-, 
had  h. .  :i  a>  .^udd.-nly  i  iit  down  and  lav  on  the  earth.     Since 
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two  .-,,iils.  ail. I  h-n,vf.-r\van!  .M,iTr,;r,  it  M.,-iiir,I,  was  to 
stren-thrn  th.'rii.  I.  it  imt  wrili.n  in  the  no!,!,,  .lotinv  of 
woman  tiiat  tlw  -ramlcur  of  surmw  slmiild  tou.li  Ii.t  more 
clox'l.v  than  all  th.'  ]u>,u\,  and  >])h'n<l..r  ..f  I'drlnn.-:-' 

How  cam.,  it  that  a  latluT's  ('.■Hin-s  lia.l  hivn  cxtin-nishi'd 
(a.  It  sccnM.I)  m  h.T  I'ath.T's  li.art  ?  What  crin.c  .•ouid  hv 
hu.  at  Charl.-  .h.or?  .M.v.-t..n..us  .|u..>ti.>n> .'  Mvst.Ti.-ws 
an. I  >;ul  l..nho.lin^'s  aiiva.i.v  surn.iin.hd  her  ^rrowin-'  \o\v 
tliat  ni.v.-t.TV  within  h.T  ...nl.  When  th.'v  turnc.I  to  -n  l,omo 
a^-Min,  she  tivnih!.-.!  in  .-v.Ty  linih;  an.l  as  th.^v  uvnt  np  the 
slia.h-  stiv.'t,  al.Mi-  wlu.h  <hv  lia.l  hit.^lv  -.me  so  jovously, 
the  shadow.,  look,.,!  -|,M„ny.  the  air  >li..  hn-atlw.!  seeme.l  full 
ot  the  mehm.lioly  of  autuinn,  evervthiiii:  about  her  was  sad. 
Love,  that  ha.l  hrou-ht  tlie>e  k.-'iier  p..r.-ei.ti.)ns,  was  quick 
to  interpret  everv  h-.dinj:  >i-n.  As  fli.>v  neare.l  homo,  sho 
walk.'d  ..II  aliead  of  h.r  father.  kn....k.'d"  at  the  hous.^  door, 
and  .stood  waitiiii:  beside  it.  But  (iran.iet.  seeinj,'  that  the 
notary  earri.'.!  a  n.-w.vp,ip,.r  still  in  it-  wrapp.T.  aske.l,  "How 
are  consols  ?"" 

-I  know  y.)ii  will  imt  t;ik..  iii\  a. hi,-,..  Cran.let."  Cruehot 
replied.  "Vou  shonl.j  buy  at  ..m-e;  the  eiianee  of  making 
twenty  per  e.iit  .m  tii..ni  in  two  wars  is  still  op,.n  to  vou.  and 
they  pay  a  \.ry  fair  rat.  of  n,;,.ivs!  b..-id..-,  live  thousand 
livres  is  not  a  bad  r.nirn  on  .Mirhty  th.m-an.I  fraiu -.  Vou 
can  i)uy  now  at  eiirhty  fraiio  tift\  eentimes." 

••We  shall  .-.■..."  remark..!  (Jrandet  pensively,  rubbing'  his 
chin 

"Mou  Picu!"  exclaimed  the  notary,  who  by  this  time  had 
unfold. 'il  !ii.-  newspaper 

"Well,  what  is  it  !'■■  eri...!  (iran.let  as  Cruchot  put  the  paper 
in  his  han.ls  and  said — 

"Head  that  parajrraph."' 

"M.  Oran.l.l.  one  <.f  th.'  nntst  hJL'hlv  respected  merchants 
in  Paris,  shot  him~clf  iiin.>i^fb  the  hea-l  yest.'r.lav  afiernoon, 
after  putting  m  an  ai)pearance  an  "Chan-e  a^-  usual.     Ho  had 
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l)revioii.sly  si-iit  in  hi.-?  r(-i;;iialinii  to  tlic  Pronidont  cf  the 
Chamber  of  JVpiiti.-.  n'-i^'iiiiiir  iiis  |iu.-iii.)ri  ;is  .1w\  •  of  thi* 
Tribunal  of  Coiiiincif  c  at  i:ic  .siii)''  tmir.  Ilm  a!Vaii>  lia>l  be- 
come involved  ihroii-h  thf  failure,  of  1,|,  stut  kl.n.k.T  and 
notary,  MM.  K'oL'iiin  and  Situehet.  M,  (Irandet,  vviiu.-e  char- 
acter was  \ery  ^r.  atly  esteemed,  and  who^e  eredit  stood  hi^'h, 
would  no  d.iiiijt  ha\e  fonnd  temporary  assistanc'  on  tlu?  mar- 
ket wiiicli  woeld  have  enal)led  lii;n  to  tide  over  lri>  ditheultica. 
It  is  to  be  rej^retted  tiiat  i  man  of  such  iii:j!i  character 
shouhl  have  fr[\i..n  way  to  the  first  impulse  of  dopair"— and 
80  I'ortii,  and  so  forth. 


"I  knew  it,"  the  oM  vine^rrower  said. 

rhk'gmatie  thou!,'li  Cruehot  was,  he  felt  a  h..rrit)le  shudder 
run  throu'rii  him  at  the  word,> ;  perhaps  (Irandet  of  |''iris  had 
stretched  implonni:  hand>  in  vain  to  tlie  millions  of  (Iran- 
det of  Saumur;  the  blood  ran  cold  in  his  veins. 

*'A.:d  his  son?"'  he  a-kcd  presently;  "he  was  in  sueh  spirits 
yesterday  evening." 

"His  son  know,  nothing  as  yet,"  '  rande!  answered,  ira- 
porturbable  as  ever. 

"liuod  nioinin.',  M.  Grandct,"  said  Cruehot  lie  under- 
stood tlie  position  nou,  and  '  cnt  to  reassure  the  President  de 
Bonfons. 

(irandet  found  breakfast  ready.  Mme.  Crandet  wa.s  al- 
ready seated  in  her  chair,  niounied  on  the  wn.„|cn  bloek.s, 
and  was  knitting  woolen  culTs  for  the  winter.  Kiigenie  ran 
to  her  mother  and  put  her  arms  about  her.  with  the  eager 
hunger  for  affection  tliat  comes  of  a  hidden  trouble. 

"You  can  get  your  breakfast,"  said  Xanoii,  biistliiii:  down- 
stairs in  a  hurry;  "he  is  sleeping  like  a  cherub.  He  looks  so 
nice  with  his  eyes  shut!  I  went  in  and  called  him.  but  it  was 
all  one,  he  never  lieard  me," 

"Let  him  sleep,"  said  (irandet;  "he  will  wake  soon  enough 
to  hear  bad  news,  in  any  case." 

"What  is  the  matter?"  asked  Fugenie.  She  was  putting 
into  her  cup  the  two  smallest  luiups  of  sugar,  weighing  good- 
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ness  knows  how  many  praitis;  her  unrlliy  parent  was  wont  to 
amuse  hiinsclf  by  lUttiii;:  up  sugar  wln'ncvor  lu'  had  ii-.tliing 
bottor  to  do. 

Mmo.  (Jrandot.  who  had  not  dared  to  put  the  (jiicstion  her- 
self, looked  at  her  hushand. 

"His  father  has  hlown  his  hrains  out." 

"My  HHi  Ir  '"  Miid  Kugi'iiic. 

"Oh!  that  poor  hoy!"  cried  Mine,  (irandet. 

"I'oor  inde<'(l !"  said  (irandet  ;  "he  has  not  a  pennv." 

"All!  well,  he  is  sleeping.'  as  if  he  were  the  kin^'  at  all  tho 
world,"  said  N'anon  pityin^dy. 

Kupenie  eould  not  eat.  Her  lieart  was  wninL'  as  a  woman- 
heart  ean  be  when  for  the  fir>(  tmie  her  wIk.Ic  soul  i<  filled 
with  .sorrow  and  compas,- m  for  the  sorrow  (.f  one  she  loves. 
She  bura  into  tears. 

""\  ou  did  not  know  your  iinele,  so  what  is  there  to  crv 
about?"  said  her  father  with  a  j:laiiec  like  a  luini,'rv  tip-r's; 
just  sueh  a  filaine  as  he  would  ;rive.  no  iioid)t,  to  his  heaps  of 
pold. 

"Hut  who  wouldn't  f<'el  sorry  for  the  poor  yotmir  man, 
sirr"  said  the  servin<.'-maid  :  "sleepin;:  there  like  a  log,  and 
knowing  nothiiiLr  of  his  fate." 

"I  did  not  speak  to  you,  Xanon  !    llohl  vour  tongue." 

In  that  n'oineiit  Kugenic  learned  that  a  woman  who  loves 
must  dissemole  her  feelings.     She  was  silent. 

"Tntil  I  come  haek.  Mme.  (irandet,  you  will  sav  nothing 
all  'Ut  this  to  him.  I  lio|ie,"  the  old  cooper  continued.  "Thev 
ar-  making  a  ditch  in  my  meadows  along  the  roail.  and  I  must 
go  and  s.'t  after  it.  I  shall  come  l»ack  for  the  sctond  break- 
fast at  noon,  and  then  my  nephew  and  I  will  have  a  talk  about 
his  alfairs.  As  for  \ou.  Mademoiselle  I-aigeiiie,  if  vou  are 
crying  over  that  popnijay,  let  us  have  no  more  of  it.  child. 
He  will  be  otf  po<tha>te  to  the  Indies  directly,  and  you  will 
oever  set  eyes  on  liini  am  more." 

Her  father  took  up  his  gloves,  which  were  lyinu'  on  the  rim 
of  his  hat.  put  them  on  in  his  cool,  dcliherate  wav.  inserting 
the  fingers  of  one  hand  between  those  of  the  other,  dovetail 
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fashion,  so  as  to  thrust  tliciii  down  well  into  the  tips  of  the 
gloves,  and  then  he  went  out. 

'"Oil  I  inaniiiia.  I  ran  .-carcrly  In-iMtlic  !"  ri-jcd  En^'eniy  when 
slic  was  alone  with  her  nmilier:  "1  have  never  suffered  like 
this!" 

Mnie.  (irandet.  ^(vin>r  her  dan^literV  white  face,  opened 
the  window  and  let   fresh  air  into  the  room. 

'■1  feel  heittT  now."  said  luigenie  after  a  little. 

This  nervous  excitement  in  one  who  was  nsiially  so  quiet 
and  self-possesst'd  j)roduced  an  etfect  on  .Mnie.  (Jrandet.  She 
looked  at  iier  dau;:hter.  and  her  inothei'"s  love  and  svnipa- 
tiietic  instinct  told  her  everything.  But.  in  truth,  the  cele- 
brated Hungarian  twin-sisters,  united  to  each  other  by  one 
of  .Nature's  errors,  could  scarcely  have  lived  in  closer  svinpa- 
thy  than  Kugenie  and  her  inoiher.  Were  they  not  always  to- 
gether; together  in  the  window  where  they  sat  the  livelong 
day,  together  at  church:'  Did  they  uot  breathe  the  same  air 
even  when  they  slept? 

"My  poor  little  girl  I"  said   :\lnie.   (Irandet.  drawing  Eu- 
genie's head  down  till  it  re.-tcd  upon  her  ho>oin. 
^  Her  daughter  lifted  her  face,  and  gave  In  r  niotlier  a  ques- 
tioning look  which  seemed  to  read  her  inmost  thoughts. 

"Why  must  he  be  sent  to  the  Indies?"  said  tlie  girl.  "If 
he  is  in  trouble,  ought  he  not  to  stay  here  with  us?  Is  he 
not  our  nearest  relation?" 

"Yes,  dear  child,  that  would  only  be  natural:  but  your 
father  has  reasons  for  what  he  does,  and  we  must  respect 
them." 

ilother  and  daughter  sat  in  silence,  the  one  on  her  chair 
mounted  on  the  wooden  blocks,  the  other  in  her  little  arm- 
chair. Both  women  took  up  their  needlework.  KuL^enie  felt 
that  her  mother  un.ierstood  her,  and  her  heart  was  full  of 
gratitude  for  such  tender  .sympathv. 

"How  kind  you  are,  dear  mamnui !"  she  said  as  she  took  her 
mother's  hand  and  kissed  it. 

The  worn,  patient  face,  aged  with  manv  sorrows,  lighted  up 
at  the  words.  ' 

"Do  you  like  him  ?'"  asked  Eugenie. 
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For  all  an«wpr.  Mine.  Ciramlct  sniiicl.  Then  after  a  rao- 
inent's  pause  she  iiiiinmired,  "You  caiiiiot  sunlv  love  him  al- 
ready?    That   would    be   a   pitv." 

"Why  would  it  he  a  pity;-"  a>k.'d  Kup-iiie.  "You  like  him, 
Xanon  likes  hiiu,  why  should  I  nni  like  him  too?  Xow  then, 
Jiuunnuu  let  us  set  the  tahje  f.)r  his  hivukfast." 

She  tlirew  down  Iht  work,  and  Iht  mother  followed  her 
example,  saying  as  she  liid  so,  "'I'ou  aiv  a  mad  girl  !" 

But  none  the  less  she  did  sanction  her  dau,uditer\s  freak  hy 
assisting  in  it. 

Kugenie  called  Xanon. 

"Haven't  you  all  you  want  yet,  mamselle?'' 

"Xanon,   surely   you    will    have   some    eream     bv    twelve 

0  eloek .' 

"By  twelve  oVloek?    Oh!  yes,"  answered  the  nld  servant. 

"Very  well,  then,  let  the  cofFee  he  very  strong.  I  have 
heard  M.  des  (irassins  say  that  they  drink  their  coffee  very 
•itrong  in   i'aris.     I'ut  in  plentv." 

"And  where  is  it  to  come  from?" 

"You  must  hiiy  some." 

"And  suppose  the  master  meets  me?" 

"He  is  «lown  by  the  river." 

"I  will  just  slip  out  then.     Hut  M.  Fessard  asked  me  when 

1  went  ai)out  the  candle  if  the  Three  Holy  Kings  were  pay- 
ing us  a  visit.     Our  goings  on  will  be  all  over  the  town." 

"Your  father  would  hi'  ijuiie  eajiable  of  beating  us,"  said 
Mine.  (Jrandel.  "if  he  suspected  anything  of  all  this."' 

"Oh!  well.  then,  never  mind:  he  will  beat  us,  we  will  take 
the  beating  on  our  knees." 

At  this  Mme.  (irandet  raided  her  eyes  to  heaven,  and  said 
no  more.  Xanon  put  on  her  sun-bonnet  and  went  out.  Fu- 
genie  spread  a  clean  linen  tablecloth,  then  .-ho  went  up- 
stairs ill  que.-t  of  some  bunches  of  grapes  which  she  had 
amused  herself  by  hanging  from  some  strings  up  in  the  attic. 
She  trii)ped  lightly  along  the  corridor,  .-o  as  not  to  disturb 
her  cousin,  and  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  stop  a  mo- 
ment before  the  door  to  listeiyi^t^ittyibreathing. 
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"Trouble  wakes  while  he  is  .-leepiii^',"  .<he  said  to  herself. 

.She  arranged  iier  grajus  on  tlie  lew  last  green  vine  leaves 
as  daintily  as  any  e.xjjerieneed  chef  d'officr,  and  set  them  on 
the  table  in  triumph.  .S!ie  levied  contribution.-  on  the  pears 
whieli  her  lather  had  counted  out,  and  piled  them  up  pyra- 
mid fashion,  wiiji  autumn  leaves  among  them.  .She  came 
and  went,  ami  d.iiired  in  and  out.  She  might  have  ransacked 
;lie  house;  the  will  was  in  nowise  lacking,  but  her  father  kept 
everything   ujidcr   lock    and   kev,   and   the  keys   were   in    his 

lid  eggs.     Eugenie 
a         neck. 

"The  farmer  from  La  Lande  had  eggs  in  his  basket;  I 
asked  liim  for  >-mur,  and  to  please  me  he  let  me  have  those, 
the  nice  man." 

After  two  hours  of  industrious  application,  Eugenie  suc- 
ceeded in  prej)aring  a  vi^ry  simple  nu'al ;  it  cost  but  little,  it 
io  ivuv,  but  it  was  a  terrible  infringement  of  tlie  immemorial 
laws  and  customs  of  the  house.  Xo  one  sat  down  to  the  mid- 
day meal,  which  consisted  of  a  little  bread,  some  fruit  or 
butter,  and  a  gla,-s  of  wine.  Twenty  times  in  tho.^^e  two  hours 
Eugenie  had  left  her  W(n-k  to  watch  the  colfee  boil,  or  to  listen 
for  any  sound  announcing  that  her  cou>in  was  getting  up; 
now  looking  round  on  the  table  drawn  up  to  ih'e  fire,  with 
one  of  the  armchairs  .<et  beside  it  for  her  cousin,  on  the  two 
plates  u[  fruit,  the  egg-cup-,  the  bottle  of  white  wine,  the 
bread,  and  IJie  little  pyramid  of  white  sugar  in  a  saucer;  Eu- 
genie trembled  from  liead  to  foot  at  the  mere  thought  of 
the  glance  her  father  would  give  her  if  he  should  happen  to 
come  in  at  that  moment.  Often,  therefore,  did  she  look  at 
the  clock,  to  see  if  there  was  yet  time  for  her  cousin  to  finish 
his  breakfast  before  her  j)arent"s  return. 

"Never  mind,  Eugenie,  if  your  father  comes  in,  I  will  take 
all  the  blame."  said  Mme.  (Irandet. 

Eugenie  could  not  keep  back  the  tears.  "Oh!  my  kind 
mother,"  she  cried;  "I  have  not  loved  you  en(uigh  !" 

Charles,  after  making  innumerable  pirouettes  around  his 
room,  came  down  at  Imt,  singing  gay  little  snatches  of  song. 
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Luckily  it  v/as  only  eli'vi'ii  o'clock  after  all.  He  had  taken  as 
imicli  jjains  wilh  hi-  apjicarance  (the  I'ari.-iaii  I)  as  if  he  had 
been  stayinij  in  the  chi'itraii  l)elonj:iti,i:  to  the  hiirh-born  fair 
one  who  was  ti-avclini:  in  Sr,,t!aii(l ;  and  now  he  came  in  with 
that  gracions  air  of  condescension  which  sits  not  ill  on 
youth,  and  wliich  j:ave  Hui,^''iiie  a  nulancholv  pleasure.  He 
had  cunie  to  repird  the  folla])-c  of  hi~  castles  in  Anjou  as 
a  very  trood  joke,  ;ind  went  up  to  his  aunt  'piite  paily. 

"I  hope  you  slept  well,  (h'ar  aunty     And  you  too,  cousin?" 

'•Ver\  well,  sir;  how  did  you  sleep?" 

"Soundly." 

''Cousin,  you  must  he  hunirry."  said   Hup'nio:  "sit  down." 

"Oh  I  I  never  breakfast  before  twelve  o'clock,  just  after  I 
rise.     But  1  have  fared  so  badly  on  my  journey,  that  I  will 

yield  to  persuasion.     Besides "  ho  drew  out  the  daintiest 

little  watch  that  ever  issued  from  Broguet's  workshop.  "Dear 
me,  it  is  only  eleven  o'clock ;  I  have  been  up  betimes." 

"Up  betimes?"  asked  Mme.  Grandet. 

"Yes,  but  I  wanted  to  set  my  thinjrs  straifrht.  Well,  I  am 
quite  ready  for  ,<omethin^',  something  not  very  substantial,  a 
fowl  or  a  partridge." 

"Holy  Virgin  I"  exclaimed  Xanon,  hearing  these  words. 

"A  partridge,"  Kugenie  said  to  herself.  She  would  will- 
ingly have  given  all  she  had  for  one. 

"Come  and  take  your  seat,"  said  Mme.  Grandet,  address- 
ing her  nephew. 

The  dandy  sank  into  the  armchair  in  a  graceful  attitude, 
much  as  a  pretty  woman  might  recline  on  her  sofa.  Eugenic 
and  her  mother  drew  their  chairs  to  the  fire  and  sat  near  him. 

"Do  you  always  live  here?"  Charles  inquired,  thinking  that 
the  room  looked  even  more  hideous  by  daylight  than  by  can- 
dle light. 

"Always,"  Eugenie  answered,  watching  him  as  she  spoke. 
"Alw.sys,  except  during  the  vintage.  Then  we  go  to  help 
Nanon,  and  we  all  stay  at  the  Abbey  at  Xoyers." 

"Do  you  never  take  a  walk  ?" 

"Sometimes,  ou  Sundays  after  vespers,  when  it  is  fine,  we 
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walk  down  as  far  as  tlic-  l.ri.lj.'.-,"  said  Mine.  Grandot,  "or  we 
sonictiiiH's  '^o  to  si'f  them  cutting  the  hav." 

"Hiivc  VMU  a  tln'atrc  here!'" 

"Go  to  th.'  play!"  cried  Mine.  (Jrandot:  '-go  tn  soo  play- 
actors! Why,  >ir,  do  you  not  know  th;.t  that  i.>  a  mortal 
.sin !'  ' 

"There,  sir."  snid  Ximon.  l)rin.<ring  in  the  eu'gs.  "we  will 
give  y.,11  (hiekrns  in  the  shell." 

"Oh:  new-l.-iid  <.gg.s"  ..aid  Charles,  who.  after  the  manner 
of  ;ho>..  accustomed  to  Ju.vury,  had  (luite  for-otten  all  ahout 
l.|>  partridge.  "Ddicious:  Do  you  happen  to  have  anv  hutter, 
eh.  my  good  girl  ?" 

"Hutter?  If  you  have  hutter  now.  vou  will  have  no  cake 
by-and-hy,"  said  the  handmaid. 

"\es.  of  course,  Xanon  ;  hring  some  hutter,"  cried  Eu- 
genie. 

The  young  girl  watched  iier  cou>in  while  he  cut  his  hread 
and  hutter  into  .<trips,  and   felt  happy.     The  most  romantic 
shop-girl  in  I'ans  could  not  i.inre  thorouirhlv  enfov  the  spec- 
tacle of  innocence  triumphant  in  a  melodrama.     It  must  be 
conceded  that  Charles,  who  had  hcen  hrou.dit  up  hv  a  -^race- 
fill  and  charming  mother,  and  had   received   his  -fini.hin<r 
education     from  an  accomplished  woman  of  the  world    was 
as  dainty,  neat  and  .■legant  in  his  wavs  a.-  anv  coxcoml)  of  the 
gentler  ..e.x.     The  girl's  .piiet  .sympathy  produced  an  almost 
luagnetie  effect.     Charies  iinding  himself  thus  waited  upon 
hv  his  cousin  and  aunt,  could  not  resist  the  influence  of  their 
overnowing  kindn.....     He  was  radiant  with  t:..o<l-humor.  and 
the  look  he  gave  Kugc'iiie  was  almost  a  smile.     As  he  looked 
at  her  more  clo.<ely  ho  noticed  her  pure,  iv-ular  feature,    her 
micon..cious  attitude,  the  wonderful  clearness  of  her  eves    in 
whu.h  love  sj.arkled.  though  she  as  yet  knew  nothin-  of  love 
hut  Its  pain  and  a  wistful  longing. 

"Keaiiy.  my  dear  cousin."  lie  .said,  "if  vou  were  in  a  box 
^it  tlie  .:pera  and  in  evening  dn-s,  and  I  would  answer  for 
'I.  my  aunts  remark  ahout  deadiv  sin  would  he  justified- all 
tli','  men  would  he  envious,  and  ail  the  women  jealous" 
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Euponic's  lif'iirt  licit  fn-t  with  joy  at  this  mnipliment, 
thuuLrli  It  conveyed  no  iiieaiuiiu'  wintever  i.i  her  niiiul. 

'"You  arc  latiirhiiig  at  a  poor  litlle  eoinitry  eousin,"  she 
said. 

"If  you  knew  ?ne  liriirr,  coii-in.  vuu  wotdd  know  that  I  do- 
tt.'L  Ij.inier;  it  >ear,-  the  hiart  and  death'iis  the  t'ei'Iin;:s."'  And 
lie  swallowed  down  a  strip  of  bread  and  butter  with  porfect 
satisfaction. 

'".No,"  he  continued,  "I  ii.n.t  make  fun  of  others,  very 
likely  because  1  have  not  wii  enoui:ii,  a  defect  which  puts 
me  at  a  ,i:reat  disidvanla;;.-.  TlKy  have  a  deadly  trick  in 
Paris  of  saying'',  'lie  is  si,  i.'ood-nalured,'  which,  heinj^  inter- 
preted, means — 'the  poor  youtii  is  as  .-tupid  as  a  rhinoceros.' 
But  as  I  happen  to  be  rich,  and  it  i-  known  that  1  can  hit  the 
bull's  eye  strai,i;iil  oil"  at  thirty  jiaces  with  any  kind  of  pistol 
anywhere,  thcr-e  wittici-ms  are  not  lev, 'led  at  me." 

"It  is  evident  from  what  you  -ay.  nephew,"  said  Mine. 
Grandei  jrravely,  "that  you  have  a  kind  heart.'' 

"That  is  a  very  pretty  rin^"-  of  yours,"'  said  Kugt'nio;  "is 
there  any  harm  in  asking  to  see  it?" 

Charles  took  olF  the  ring  and  held  it  out;  Kugenie  red- 
dened as  her  cousin's  rose-j)iid<  nails  came  in  contact  with 
lier  finper-tips. 

"ilother.  only  see  how  fine  the  work  is  I"' 

"Oh,  what  a  lot  of  gold  there  is  in  it  I"  said  Xanon,  who 
brought  in  the  cotl'ee. 

"What  is  that?"  asked  Charle-.  laughing,  as  he  pointed 
to  an  oval  pipkin,  made  of  glazed  brown  earthenware,  orna- 
mented without  by  a  circular  fringe  of  ashes.  It  was  full  of 
a  brown  boiling  li(piid.  in  •.vhich  coil'ee  grounds  were  visible 
as  they  rose  to  the  surface  ;ind  fell  again. 

"t'offec;  boiling  hot!"  an>wercd   .Vanon. 

"Oh  I  my  dear  aunt.  I  must  at  least  leave  some  beneficent 
trace  of  my  stay  here,  '^'oii  are  a  long  way  behind  the  times! 
I  will  show  you  how  to  make  deeent  i-otTee  in  a  nifclit're  a  la 
Chnpfal."  Forthwith  he  endeavored  to  explain  the  principles 
on  which  this  utensil  is  constructed. 
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^^     Bloss  M.o!  if  tlirn.  is  all  that  t,.-,ln  aLoiit  it."  .,1,]  \a,mn 
y-u  would  haw  t,,  ^riv,.  vour  wl,,.!..  t,,,,,.  i,,  it       m   „,nvr 
nial<c  colTfr  that   way.  I  knnu-.     Wh„  is  to  cut  th.  -ras,  f„r 
our  cow  whilr  1  am  1..,,!.,,,::  after  li,,.  cnir,.,.  pnt  ;-"     '^ 

"I  would  do  it."  said   l-:ii-eiii:'. 

"Child!-  said  .M,.H..  (irandrt,  with  a  look  at  Im,-  dau-ht.T' 
and  at  tlu'  wnnl  canir  a  su-,ft  ,v.„il,,.tinn  ..f  th..  niN.rv'ah,,,,-" 
to  overwhelm  the  un<-on^,-ious  youn-  man.  and  the  three 
wun.en  were  .M,dde,dy  .ilent,  and  garni  pitvin.iv  at  hun.  lie 
could  not  understand  it.  "      '    " 

"What  is  it.  eousin:"'  he  a,-ked   I'hiirenie. 

'•Iliish!"  said  Mme.  (iian.i.t.  ^ein^  that  the  -irl  was 
about  to  reply.  "Vou  know  that  your  latlu.r  tneans  to  speak 
lo  tlie  gentleman "'  ^ 

'"Say,  'Charles,"  ""  said  ynung  (Jrandet. 

"Oh.  is  your  name  Charlesi-"  said  Ku-enie.  "It  is  a  nice 
name.  ' 

Kvil  forebodings  are  seldom  vain. 

Justat  tliat  moment  Mme.  Grandet,  Kugenie.  and  Xanon, 
who  could  not  think  of  the  cooper's  return  without  shudder- 
ing, lieard  the  familiar  knock  at  the  door. 

'•That  is  papal"  cried  Kugenie. 

She  took  away  the  saucer  full  of  sugar,  leavini:  one  or  two 

lumps  on  the  tablecloth.     Xanon  hurried  awav  with  the - 

cuiKs.  Mme.  Cirandet  started  np  like  a  friirhtened  fawn 
Iticro  was  a  sndden  panic  of  terror,  which  amazed  Charles 
who  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it. 

"Why.  what  is  the  niattt'r:-"  he  asked. 

"My  father  is  coming  in,'"  explained  Eu<V.nie 

"Well,  and  what  then?" 

:\r.  Grandet  entered  th.'  room,  gave  one  sharp  glance  at 
the  table,  and  another  at  Charles.  He  saw  how  it  was  at 
onc<'. 

"Aha  !  you  are  making  a  fete  for  vour  nej.hew.  Good  verv 
good,  oh!  very  good,  indeed  I"'  he  said,  without  stammering. 
When  the  cat  is  away,  the  niioe  mav  play." 

"Fei.>r"  thought  Charles,  who  h-,d  not' the  remotest  con- 
ception of  the  state  of  affairs  in  tb.e  G'r.-irtdet  household 
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'■Brill;;  nif  iriy  plasH,  N'aiinii,"'  said  the  goodninn. 

Eugenic  went  fur  tiu'  j,'la,-s,  (iraiidct  drew  rrorii  his  waist- 
coal  pocket  a  large  elasp-knit'e  witli  a  stag's  liorii  handle,  cut 
a  slice  of  incad.  buttered  it  slowly  and  sparingly,  and  hegan 
to  eat  as  he  stood.  .lust  then  Charles  put  some  sugar  into 
his  coil'ee ;  this  called  (irandet's  attention  to  the  pieces  of 
sugar  on  the  table:  he  looked  hard  at  his  wife,  who  turned 
j)ale,  and  came  a  step  or  two  towards  him;  he  bent  down  an(' 
said  in  the  poor  \Miman"s  ear — 

"Where  did  all  that  sugar  come  from?" 

■'Nanon  went  out  to  Fes-ard's  for  some;  there  was  none  in 
the  house."" 

It  is  iinpossibU'  to  describe  the  painful  interest  that  this 
dumb  show  posse>-eil  for  the  three  women;  Xanon  had  left 
her  kitchen,  and  wa.-  looking  into  the  dining-room  to  see  how- 
things  Went  there.  Clnrles  meanwhile  tasted  Ins  coffee, 
found  it  ratlier  strong,  and  looked  round  for  another  piece  of 
sugar,  but  (irandet  had  already  pounced  uj)on  it  and  taken 
it  away. 

"What  do  you  want,  nephew?"  the  old  man  inquired. 

"The  sugar.'" 

"Pour  in  some  more  milk  if  your  colfee  is  too  strong,"  an- 
swered the  master  of  tlie  house. 

Eugenie  took  up  the  saucer,  of  which  Crandet  had  pre- 
viously taken  possession,  and  set  it  on  the  talile,  looking 
quietly  at  lier  father  the  while.  Truly,  the  fair  Parisian  who 
exerts  all  the  strength  of  her  weak  arms  to  help  her  lover  to 
escape  by  a  ladder  of  silken  cords,  displays  less  courage  than 
Eugenie  showed  when  she  ]nit  the  sugar  u])on  thf  table.  Thp 
Parisian  will  have  her  reward.  She  will  proudly  exhibit  the 
bruises  on  a  round  white  arm,  her  lover  will  bathe  them  with 
tears  and  cover  them  with  kisses,  and  pain  will  be  extin- 
guished in  bliss;  i)Ut  Charles  had  not  the  remotest  concep- 
tion of  what  his  cousin  endured  for  him,  or  of  the  horrible 
disnuty  that  filled  her  heart  as  she  met  her  fathers  angry  eyes; 
he  would  never  even  know  of  her  sacrifice. 

"You  are  eating  nothing,  wife?" 
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'I'lir  i».or  huii.l-sl;iv.'  went  to  llic  i;it.|.>.  cut  a  pirn-  of  bread 
in  iVar  and  in'mhlin..'.  and  took  a  prar.  Kuj^c-nic,  jrrown  reck- 
less, oir.Tcd  the  irrajM'^  to  Ii.t  father,  saving'  as  she  did  so— 

"•'"■~'  ">■  -'" ■  "ly  fr'dt.  i«iii)a!'   You  will  take  some 

will  vou  nnt.  .■unsn.  ?     I  hrouj,dit  tiio>,.  ,uvtt.v  -ra|H.s  duwn  .m 
prrpose  for  von." 

"Oh!  if  thry  (.Mild  have  their  wav.  thev  wmild  mrn  San- 
nuir  iip>idM  dnu-n  for  vini.  nephew!  As' .oon  as  vni  have 
linishrd  w,.  will  takr  a  turn  in  thr  -arden  tojrether-  I  have 
some  th.n-s  to  tell  you  that  uould  lakr  a  dral  of  sn.^ar  to 
sweeten  them."  " 

Kii^renie  aiKJ  hor  muthrr  hoih  '-aw  Charles  a  look,  which 
tlie  y(mn<r  nuiii  cuiild  not  mistake. 

"Wliat  do  vow  mean  l,y  that,  unele?  Sine.,  mv  mother 
'"^!'\  ■  ■  ■  ('"•'•''  '">  \-"i(v  softened  a  little)  there  is  no 
misfortune  jiossihle  for  me.     .     .     ." 

"Who  can  know  what  all^Vtions  (iod  mav  send  to  make 
trial  of  us,  nephew,"  .siid  his  aunt. 

"Tut,  tut,  tut,"  muttered  Crandet.  "here  v.ni  are  he.rin,,,,,,, 
with  your  folly  alnady  !  I  am  .sorrv  to  ,.ee  that  you  ha"ve  such 
white  hands,  nephew." 

He  displayd  the  fi.sts,  like  siioulders  of  muttun.  with  which 
nature  had  terminated  his  own  arms. 

"That  is  the  sort  of  hand  to  rake  the  ernwiis  tosrether! 
lou  put  the  kind  of  leather  on  vonr  feet  tiuu  we  u^ed  tn 
make  pocket-books  of  to  k.-ep  bills  in.  Thai  is  the  way  vou 
have  been  brou.irht  up.     That's  bad!    That's  bad!"        '   ' 

"What  do  you  mean,  umley  I'll  be  han-ed  if  1  understand 
one  word  of  this." 

"Come  along,*'  said  (Jrandet. 

The  miser  shut  his  knife  with  a  snap,  drained  his  srlass,  and 
opened  the  door. 

"Oh  !  keep  up  your  eonra.ire,  cousin  !'' 

Somethin,^  in  the  girl's  voice  .sent  a  sudden  chill  thron-di 
Charles;  he  followed  his  formidable  relative  with  drcadflil 
misgivings.  Eugenie  and  her  mother  and  .\annn  went  into 
tiic  kitchen;  an  uncontrollable  anxiety  led  tiiem  to  watch  the 
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two  actors  in  thr  scciif  which  wii-  ahout  to  take  place  in  the 
liaiiip  littlf  gardoii. 

Inclc  and  ii<'|ihi'W  walked  to;.'(thiT  in  sik'iico  at  first. 
(Jraiiilt'i  lilt  the  Mtuatidii  to  be  a  somewhat  awi<ward  one; 
not  that  hv  .-iiraiik  at  ail  from  tfliiii:j  Ciiaries  of  his  father's 
(Itath,  hilt  hi'  IVIt  a  kiml  of  pity  f<ir  a  yoiuif:  man  h-ft  in  this 
way  witiioiit  a  penny  in  the  worhl,  and  lie  cast  aljoiit  for 
phra^es  tliat  .-hoiild  iireak  this  cruel  iicwji  as  njeiitly  as  nuj,'ht 
Ih>.  "Vow  have  lust  your  father !""  he  could  say  that;  there 
was  nothini:  in  that  :  fathers  usually  predecease  their  children. 
But.  '"Vou  have  iKit  a  penny  !""  All  the  woes  of  the  world  were 
summed  up  in  tho>e  words,  so  for  the  thinl  time  the  worthy 
man  walked  the  whole  len-rth  of  the  path  in  the  centre  of  the 
garden,  crunching:  the  gravel  beneath  his  heavy  hoots,  and  no 
word  was  said. 

At  all  great  crises  in  our  lives,  any  su(Men  joy  or  great 
sorrow,  there  conies  a  vivid  consciousni'ss  of  our  surroundings 
that  stamps  them  on  the  memory  forever;  and  Charles,  with 
every  faculty  straini'd  and  intent,  saw  the  box-edging  to  the 
borders,  the  falling  autumn  leaves,  the  mouldering  walls,  the 
gnarled  and  twi>ted  boughs  of  the  fruit-trees,  and  till  his 
dying  day  every  picturesque  detail  of  the  little  garden  came 
hack  with  the  memory  of  the  supreme  hour  of  that  early  sor- 
row. 

'•It  is  very  fine,  very  warm,"  said  Grandet,  drawing  in  a 
deep  breath  of  air. 

"Ves.  uncle,  but  why " 

"Well,  my  !)oy.""  his  uncle  resumed,  '•!  have  some  bad  news 
for  you.     Your  father  is  very  ill      .     .     ."' 

'"What  am  I  doing  here?"  cried  Charles.  "Xanon!"  he 
shouted,  ••order  jtost  horses!  I  shall  he  sure  to  find  a  car- 
riage "f  some  sort  in  the  place,  1  suppose,"  he  added,  turn- 
ing to  his  uncle,  who  had  not  stirred  from  where  he  stood. 

"Horses  and  a  carriage  are  of  no  use."  drandet  answered, 
looking  at  Charles,  who  immediately  stared  straight  before 
him  in  silence.  "Yes.  my  ])oor  lioy,  you  guess  what  has  hap- 
pened;  he  is  dead.  Hut  that  is  nothing;  there  is  something 
worse;  he  has  shut  himseif  through  the  head " 
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"My  father r 

"Vcs,  Ijiit  that  is  ii..iliin;r  cither.  The  lu'wvpapors  aro  flis- 
cussii)^'  it.  ad  if  it  w,  ir  .iii\  l)ii>iiKv>  of  thnrs.  'I'licrc,  read 
for  yoiirxlf." 

(u-andet  iia<l  l,..rrnuril  Cni. hot's  paper,  aii.l  now  he  hii«l 
the  fatal  para^'raph  \h\uiv  Charles.  'I'li,.  poor  yoiin;<  fellow- 
he  wari  only  a  LuJ  a:,  _\,  i— made  no  attempt  t/»  hide  his  emo- 
tion, and  hurst  into  tears. 

"Conie,  that  is  Letter,"  .said  (Jrandet  to  liinr-elf.  "That 
look  in  ins  eyes  fri^ditened  m.'.  He  is  eryin,i:;  he  will  pull 
throii^'h.— Xevor  mind,  my  poor  iiepjuw,"  lirandet  resumed 
aloud,  not  km.win-  whciher  Charles  heard  him  or  not,  -that 
is  notiiin^',  you  will  jrei  over  it,  but " 


"Xevor!  never!  My  fatlier!  my  father!" 
''He  has  ruiiiMl  yon  ;  you  are  penniless." 
"What  is  that  to  me.     Where  is  mv  father? 


fatlier!"     Tl 


le  sound  ot'  hi; 


my 


sohhinj:  filled  the  little  ;:arden. 


tears  are  as 


reverberated  in  ghastly  echoes  from  the  wal ,.., 

infeelioii.-  as  laughter;  the  thn^e  women  wept  with  pity  for 
him.  Charles  broke  from  his  uncle  without  waiting  to  liear 
more,  and  sprang  into  the  yard,  found  the  stairea.se,  and 
fled  to  liis  own  room,  where  he  thing  him.-elf  aeross  the  bed 
and  buried  his  face  in  the  bedclothes,  that  he  nuLrht  give  way 
to  his  grief  in  solitude  as  far  as  j)0,ssible  from  these  irlations. 

"Let  him  alone  till  the  first  shower  is  over."  said  (irandet. 
going  back  to  the  parlor.  Kugenie  and  her  mother  had 
hastily  returned  to  their  places,  had  dried  their  eves,  and  were 
sewing  witii  eoid,  trembling  fingers. 

"Hut  that  fellow  is  good  for  nothing,"  wont  on  (irandet; 
"he  is  so  taken  up  with  dead  folk  that  he  doesirt  even  think 
about  the  money." 

Eugenie  shudderi'd  to  hear  the  most  sacred  of  sorrows 
spoken  of  in  sucli  a  way:  from  that  moment  she  began  to 
criticise  her  father.  Charley-  ..obs,  smothered  though  thev 
were,  rang  througli  that  house  of  echoes;  the  .sounds  seemed 
to  come  from  mder  the  (arth,  a  heart-rendin-  wail  that  grew 
faii,:er  toward,'  the  end  of  the  day,  and  only  ceased  as  night 
drew  on. 
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'To(ir  1)<)\  !"■  .siiiii   Miiir.  (JtMrnl.t. 

It  was  an  uiilurtin.itr  r.'iiiark  '  (ioo.lnian  Oranrlct  lonkod 
at  his  wiff.  ihrn  at  Kii^'i'iijc.  then  at  tli.-  su^'ar  hasin;  he 
rccollcitc.i  the  Miiiipiuous  liivakfaM  prcpand  that  morning 
for  thnr  unhappy  kinsman,  and  plantnl  hini^df  in  th." 
iniddii'  of  thi'  ronin. 

"Oh  I  hy  tiif  liyf."  he  said,  in  his  ii-nal  mnl.  i|.'lil,rratc  wav, 
"1  hope  yon  wil'  not  (arry  your  i\irava;/an(  (  anv  furthor, 
Mrnc.  (irand.i  ;  I  do  not -ivc  you  MV  niomv  for  \oii' to  s(pian- 
ih'i-  it  on  .-u<:ar  for  that  youn^'  roi^'in'.'" 

"Mother  had  nothing;  whatever  to  do  with  it,"  said  Ku- 
gonie.    "It  was  I " 

"Ikrause  you  are  coine  of  at,'e."  (irandet  interrupted  his 
daii-jhter,  "you  think  you  can  set  y -urself  to  thwart  me,  I 
siupposer     .Mind  what  yon  are  ai.out.  lluj^'enit "' 

"But.  father,  your  own  iirother's  Mm  ou;:ht  not  to  have  to 
go  witliout  su;,'ar  in  your  hous<'."" 

"Tui,  tut.  tut,  tut  I"  eanie  from  the  cooper  in  a  eadenco  of 
four  semitones.  "  'Tis  -my  nephew"  here,  and  'niv  brother's 
8on'  tliere;  Charles  is  nothin<r  to  us,  lie  has  not  a"  brass  far- 
tliin-:.  His  father  is  a  imnkrupt,  and  when  the  vounjr  spri>r 
has  cried  as  much  as  he  wishes,  he  shall  clear  oiit  of  this;  I 
will  not  have  my  house  turned  topsy-turvy  for  him." 

"What  i.-  a  bankrupt,  father?"  aske.l  Ku;:enie. 

"A  bankrupt."  re|)lied  her  father,  "is  -rnilty  of  the  most 
dishimorable  action  that  can  dishonor  a  man." 

"It  must  be  a  very  .irreat  sin,"  .<aid  Mnie.  Cirandet,  "and 
our  brother  will  pi'rhaps  be  eiernallv  lost." 

"Tliere  you  are  with  your  pri'aehments,"  her  Iiusl)and  re- 
torted, .slirii^'.irin.ir  his  .-houlders.  "A  bankrupt.  Eujjeni..."  her 
father  e(mtinued,  "i.,;  a  thief  whom  the  law  unforiunatelv 
takes  under  its  protection.  IVopJe  trusted  Cuillaume  Oran"- 
det  with  tlK'ir  ^-roods.  eonlidiiij:  in  his  eliaraeter  lor  fair-deal- 
in-  and  lionesty;  he  has  taken  all  they  have,  and  left  them 
nothing  but  the  eyes  in  their  head-  to  try  over  their  losses 
with.  A  bankrupt  is  wor.-e  tlian  a  hitrhwayman  :  a  lii^'hway- 
mau  sets  upon  you,  aud  you  l\ave  a  chauoe  to  defend  yourself ; 
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he  risks  his  life  bcsidos,  wliilo  tlu'  ntlior — Charleji  is  dis- 
graced in  fact." 

Tl'.e  words  filled  tlio  poor  j^Mrl's  lioart  ;  tlu\v  wi'i^diod  upon 
her  with  all  tla'ir  wci^rlit ;  she  herself  was  so  scrupulously 
conscieiiiioiis ;  iki  luiwcr  in  the  depths  of  a  forest  had  j^rown 
more  delicatfiy  five  from  spot  or  stain;  she  knew  none  of  the 
maxims  of  worldly  wi>doiii,  and  nothing  of  its  (piihhk's  and 
its  sophistries.  .So  she  aeeepted  her  father's  eruel  detinition 
and  sweeping  statements  as  lo  bankrupts;  he  drew  no  distinc- 
tion between  a  fraudulent  l)ankruptev  and  a  failure  from  un- 
avoidable causes,  and  how  should  she? 

'"But,  father,  could  you  U(jt  have  prevented  this  mis- 
fortune !■'■' 

"My  brother  did  not  ask  my  advice;  besides,  his  liabilities 
amount  to  four  millions." 

"How  much  is  a  million,  father?"  asked  Kugenie,  with  the 
simplicity  of  a  child  who  would  fain  have  its  wish  ful- 
filled at  once. 

"A  million?"  queried  Grandet.  "Why,  it  is  a  million 
francs,  two  hundred  th(ni.-;an<l  five-franc  pieces;  there  are 
twenty  sous  in  a  franc,  and  it  takes  five  francs  of  twenty  sous 
each  to  make  a  live-franc  piece." 

"Mon  Dii'u!  Mun  Dleu!"  cried  Kugenie,  "how  came  my 
uncle  to  have  four  millions  of  his  own?  Is  there  really  any- 
body in  France  who  has  so  many  millions  as  that?" 

Grandet  stroked  his  daughter's  chin  and  smiled.  The  wen 
seemed  to  grow  larger. 

"What  will  become  of  cousin  Charles?" 

"lie  will  set  out  for  the  East  Indies,  and  try  to  make  a 
fortune.    That  is  his  father's  wish." 

"But  has  he  any  money  to  iro  with?" 

"I  shall  pay  his  passage  out  as  far  as  .  .  .  yes  .  .  . 
as  far  as  Xantes." 

Eugenie  sprang  up  and  ilung  her  arms  about  her  father's 
neck. 

"Oh  I  father,"  she  said,  '"you  are  good  I" 

Her  warm  embrace  embarrassed  (irandet  somewhat ;  per- 
haps, too,  his  conscience  wis  not  quite  at  ease. 


ET'OEME  r.RANDET 


87 


"Does  :t  tako  a  lonrr  while  to  make  a  million?"  she  asked. 

"Lonl  I  v.s,"  said  tlio  cooper;  "vnu  know  what  a  Xapoleon 
is;  well,  then,  it  takes  fiftv  thou.vand  of  tiieni  to  make  a  mil- 
lion." 

"Mamma,  we  will  have  a  nrurninr  -.aid  for  liim." 

"That  was  what   I  was  thinkings"'  lier  i.iotiu-r  replied. 

".Just  like  you!  always  thinking:  how  to  spend  money. 
Really,  one  mi-rjit  suppose  that  we  liad  any  amount  of  money 
to  throw  away  I" 

As  lie  spoke  a  sound  of  low,  lioarj^e  sobbing,  more  ominous 
than  any  which  had  preceded  it,  came  from  the  garret.  Eu- 
genie and  her  mother  shuddered. 

"\anon."  called  (Jrandet,  "go  up  and  s^ee  that  he  is  not  kill- 
ing himself.  ■" 

"Look  here !  you  two,"  he  continued,  turning  to  his  wife 
and  daughter,  whose  cheeks  grew  white  at  his  tones,  "there  is 
to  le  no  nonsense,  mind  !  1  am  leaving  the  house.  1  am  going 
round  to  see  tiie  1  Dutchmen  wiio  are  going  to-day.  Then  I 
shall  go  to  Cruchoi's,  and  have  a  talk  with  him  about  all  this." 

He  Went  out.  As  soon  as  the  door  clo.-^ed  Uj)on  CJrandet, 
Eugenie  and  her  motiier  breathed  more  freely.  The  girl  had 
never  felt  constraint  in  her  father's  presence  until  that  morn- 
ing; but  a  few  hours  had  wrought  rapid  changes  in  her  ideas 
and  feelings. 

"Mamma,  how  many  louis  is  a  hogshead  of  wine  worth?" 

"Your  father  gets  something  between  a  hundred  and  a 
hundred  and  lifty  francs  for  his;  sometimes  two  hundred  I 
believe,  from  what  I  have  heard  him  say." 

"And  would  there  be  fourteen  hundred  hogsheads  in  a 
vintage"'" 

"I  don't  know  how  many  there  are.  child,  upon  my  word; 
your  father  never  talks  about  business  to  me." 

"IWit.  anyhow,  papa  must   be  rich." 

"Mayl)e.  But  M.  Crudiot  told  me  that  your  father  bought 
Froidfond  two  years  ago.  That  would  be  a  heavy  pull  on 
him." 

Eugenie,  now  at  a  loss  as  to  her  father's  wealth,  went  no 
further  with  her  arithmetic. 
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''lie  (lia  not  even  .-o  iiin<,-l;  ;i.-  su'  nu'.  the  poor  drar!"  >aid 
Xanoii  on  lier  return.  ••!!.■  is  lyiii.,r  tluMv  on  lu<  ]„;\  like  a 
calf,  cryin;:  like  a  Ma.:ilal(n.  you  ii,.v,.r  saw  the  like!  Poor 
young  man,  what  can  he  the  inattrr  with  iiini:-" 

"Let  us  -o  up  at  uiiee  and  eouil'ort  him,  uianinia:  if  we 
hear  a  knock,  we  will  come  doHiistairs." 

Tliere  was  s,„ik. thing  in  tiie  nmsieal  tones  ,,f  h,,,-  ilangh- 
ter's  voice  which  Mine,  (irandet  could  not  resist.  Kuu'i^iie 
was  suhlime;  she  was  a  girl  no  longer,  she  was  a  woman. 
With  heating  hearts  thi'y  elinihed  the  stairs  and  went  to- 
gether to  Charles"  room.  The  door  was  open.  The  young 
nuin  saw  nothing,  and  heard  nothing;  he  was  ahsorbed  in 
his  grief,  an  inarticulate  cry  broke  from  him  now  and  again. 

"How  he  loves  his  father!-  said  Eugenie  in  a  low  u)ice, 
and  in  her  tone  there  was  an  unmisiakalile  accent  which  be- 
trayed the  passion  in  h<'r  heart,  and  hopes  .)f  which  herself 
was  unaware.  Mme.  (irandet,  with  the  (piiek  instinct  of  a 
motlier"s  love,  glanced  at  her  daughter  and  spoke  in  a  low 
voice  in  her  ear. 

"Take  care,"'  she  said,  "or  you  may  love  him." 

"Love  him!""  said  Eugenie.  '-Ah'!  if  vou  onlv  know  what 
my  lather  said."" 

Charles  moved  slightly  as  he  lay.  and  saw  his  aunt  and 
cousin. 

"I  have  lost  my  father,"'  he  cried;  "mv  poor  father!  If 
he  had  only  trusted  me  and  told  me  about  his  losses,  wo 
might  have  worked  together  to  repair  them.  Mon  Dint''  my 
kind  father!  1  was  so  sure  that  1  should  >ee  him  a^rain.  and 
I  said  good-bye  so  carelesslx.  1  am  afraid,  never  think- 
ing    .     .     ." 

Jlis  words  wore  interrupted  by  sobs. 

"We  will  surely  i)ray  for  him.""  said  Mme.  Orandet.  ".Sub- 
mit yourself  to  the  will  of  Cml." 

"Take  courage,  cousin,""  said  Eugenie,  gentlv;  "nothing 
can  give  your  fatlier  back  to  you  ;  you  must  now  think  !;ow  to 
save  your  honor     . 

A  woman  always  has  her  wits  about  her.  even  in  her  ca- 
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pacity  of  comforter,  and  uuh  iiL-tinctivc  tact  Kujj;onie  sought 
to  divert  her  (:ousin"s  mind  I'roin  lii>  sorrow  l)v  leading  him 
to  think  abiMit  hiiii.-elf. 
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<rir!  the  voini;,'  man.  hastily  pushing  back 
the  hair  from  his  eyes.  He  sat  iijjriirht  upon  the  bed,  and 
folded  his  arms.  '-Ah  I  true.  .My  uncle  said  that  my  father 
had  failed." 

He  hid  his  face  in  his  hands  with  a  heartrending  cry  of 
pain. 

"Leave  me  !  leave  me  !  cousin  Kugenie,"  he  entreated.  "Oh  ! 
God  forgive  my  father,  for  he  must  have  been  terribly  un- 
happy I" 

There  was  something  in  the  sight  of  this  young  sorrow, 
this  utter  abandonment  ot'  grief,  tliat  was  horrihiv  engaging. 
Jt  was  a  sorrow  that  shrank  from  \\\y  gaze  of  others,  and 
Charles"  ge>ture  of  entreaty  that  they  should  leave  him  to 
himself  was  understood  by  Kugenie  and  her  mother.  They 
went  silently  downstairs  again,  took  their  places  by  the  great 
window,  and  sewed  on  for  nearly  an  hour  without  a  word  to 
each  otlier. 

Eugenie  had  looked  round  the  room ;  it  wa.s  a  stolen  glance. 
In  one  of  those  hasty  surveys  by  which  a  girl  sees  everything 
in  a  moment,  she  had  noticed  the  pretty  trifles  on  the  toilette- 
table — the  scissors,  the  razors  mounted  with  gold.  The 
gleams  of  splendor  and  lu.\ury.  seen  amidst  all  this  miserv, 
made  Charles  still  more  interesting  in  her  eyes,  perhaps  by 
the  very  force  of  the  contrast.  Their  life  had  been  so  lonely 
and  so  quiet;  such  an  event  as  this,  with  its  painful  interest, 
had  never  broken  the  monotony  of  their  lives;  little  had  oc- 
curred to  stir  their  imaginations,  and  now  this  tragical  drama 
was  being  enacted  under  their  v\vi<. 

"Mamma,"  said  Kugenie.  "shall  we  wear  mourning?" 

"Your  father  will  decide  that,"  replied  Mitie.  Urandet,  and 
once  nuire  they  sewed  in  silence.  Kugeiiie"s  needle  moved 
with  a  mechanical  regularity  which  betrayed  her  preoccupa- 
tion of  mind.  The  first  \\\A\  (d'  this  adorable  girl  was  to 
share  her  cousin"s  mourning.     About   four  o'clock  a  sharp 
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knock   at   the   i\nnv  Miit   a   -uddm    thrill   of   (error  through 
Mmc.  (h-andct. 

"What  can  have  In-usight  yoiir  father  back:-"  .she  said  to 
her  (hiu^ditcr. 

The  viiie;rrnu,T  caiiie  in  in  lii,irh  ^roo,I  humor.  Tie  ubbcd 
his  hands  .s,,  ,.nfr^r,.ti(.ally  that  iiothin.ir  l,ut  a  skin  like  leather 
could  haw  hw-iir  It.  and  indeed  l,i>  l,ands  were  tanned  'ik-e 
Kussia  leather,  tliou.i^h  the  i'ra;rrant  piiu-rusin  and  ineenso 
had  been  omitted  in  th.'  process.  For  a  tune  he  walked  up 
and  down  ami  l.mked  at  the  weather,  hut  at  last  his  secret 
escaped  him. 

-1  have  hooked  them,  wife,"  he  said,  witliou^  stammering- 
''1  have  them  ..ale.  Our  wine  is  .s.,1,1  !  The  Dutchmen  and 
i^cl.i:ians  were  .settin>r  „nt  thi.s  morning-  I  luin^r  about  in  the 
market-place  in  front  of  their  inn.  lookin^r  as  simple  as  1 
could.  Whaf.s-his-name— vou  know  the  man— came  up  to 
iiie.  All  the  best  ^^rowers  are  han,irin^'  off  and  holding  their 
vintages;  thev  want.Hi  to  wait,  and  so  thev  can,  1  have  not 
hindered  them.  Our  Belgian  was  at  his  wits'  end.  1  saw  that. 
So  the  bargain  was  struck;  he  is  takini:  the  whole  nf  our 
vintage  at  two  hundred  francs  the  liog.head.  half  of  it  paid 
down  at  once  m  gold,  and  1  have  promissorv  notes  for  the 
rest.  There  are  si.x  louis  for  you.  In  three  months-  time 
prices  will  go  down." 

The  last  words  came  out  quietly  enouirh,  hut  there  was 
.'•  mething  .so  sardonic  in  the  tone  that  if  the  little  knots  „f 
growers,  then  standing  in  the  twilight  in  the  market-place  of 
Saumur.  in  dismay  at  the  news  of  (irandefs  sale.  IuhI  heard 
hini  speak,  they  would  have  shuddered;  there  would  have 
been  a  panic  on  the  market— wines  would  have  fallen  fiftv 
per  cent. 

"You  have  a  thousand  hogsheads  this  vear.  father    have 
you  not:-"  asked  Kugeiiie. 
"Yes,  little  girl." 

Tlie.se  words  indicated  that  the  cooper's  jov  had  indeed 
reached  high-water  mark. 

"Tiiat  will  mean  two  Iniiidicd  thousand  francs?'' 
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"Yes,  Madonioi.-elk'  (Jraiulet." 

'•Weil.  then,  fatlicr.  you  can  easily  help  Charles." 

The  -surprise,  the  wrath  aii.l  bewiidcrinent  with  which  Bel- 
shazzar  beheld  Mi  ne  Mrm  'I'rkel  L'pharsin  written  upon  his 
palace  wall  were  as  nothing,'  compared  with  (Jrandet's  cold 
fury;  he  had  lor-rotten  all  about  Charles,  and  now  he  found 
tliat  all  his  dau;:htcr*s  inmost  thouirhts  were  of  his  nephew, 
and  that  this  arithmetic  of  hers  referred  to  him.  It  was  e.x- 
asj)erating. 

"Look  here:""  he  thundered;  "ever  since  that  scapegrace 
set  foot  in  /////  house  everything'  has  gone  askew.  You  take 
it  upon  yourselves  to  buy  sugar-plums,  and  make  a  great 
set-out  for  him.  I  will  not  have  these  d(nngs.  I  should 
think,  at  my  age,  1  ought  to  know  what  i  ■  right  and  proper 
to  do.  At  any  rate.  1  have  no  need  to  take  lessons  from  my 
daughtiT.  nor  from  any  oiu^  else.  I  shall  do  for  my  nephew 
whatever  it  is  right  and  j)riiper  for  nu'  to  do;  it  is  no  busi- 
ness of  y(uirs.  you  lu'ed  not  meddle  in  it. — And  now,  as 
for  you,  Eugenie."'  he  added,  turning  towards  her,  "if  you 
say  anotiier  word  about  it,  1  will  send  you  and  Xanon  off  to 
the  Al)bey  at  Xoyers,  see  if  1  don't.  Where  is  that  boy?  has 
he  come  downstairs  yet?" 

"Xo,  dear,""  answered  Mme.  Grandct. 

"Why,  what  is  he  doing  then?"" 

"He  is  crying  for  his  father,"'  Eugenie  said. 

(Jrandet  looked  at  his  daughter,  and  found  nothing  to  say. 
There  was  some  touch  of  the  father  even  in  him.  He  took 
one  or  two  turns  u[)  and  down,  and  then  went  straight  to  his 
strong-room  to  think  over  possible  investments.  He  had 
thoughts  of  buying  consols.  Those  two  thousand  acres  of 
woodland  had  brought  him  in  si.x  hundred  thousand  francs; 
then  there  was  the  money  from  the  sale  of  the  poplars,  there 
was  last  year's  income  from  various  sources,  and  this  year"s 
savings,  to  say  nothing  of  the  bargain  which  he  had  just  con- 
cluded ;  .so  that,  leaving  those  tw.,  hundred  thou-and  francs 
out  of  the  question,  he  posses.sed  a  lump  sum  of  nine  hundred 
thousand  livres.     That  twenty  per  cent,  to  be  nuide  in  so 
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short  a  time  upon  his  outiay.  tempt. 'd  liim.  Consols  stood 
at  seventy,  lie  jotteii  down  his  caleuhuions  on  the  margin 
of  the  paper  that  had  brought  the  news  of  his  brother's 
death;  the  moans  uf  his  iiepliew  suuiuh'.l  in  his  ears  the  while, 
but  he  did  not  hear  them;  lie  went  on  witli  his  work  till 
Xanon  thuii'pid  vigorously  on  the  thiek  wall  to  summon  her 
master  to  dinner.  On  the  last  step  of  the  staircase  beneath 
the  arehw:iy,   Crandet   paused  and  thought. 

"Tliere  is  the  interest  beside  the  eight  per  cent.— I  will 
do  it.  Fifteen  hundn'd  thousand  francs  in  two  vears*  time, 
in  gold  from  Paris  too,  full  weiglit.— Well,  what 'has  become 
of  my  nephew?"' 

"lie  said  he  tlid  not  want  anvthing,"  replied  Xanon  '"He 
ought  to  eat,  or  he  will  fall  ill."" 

"It  is  so  much  saved,"  was  her  master's  comment. 

"Lord  !  \i'>i,"  she  rei)lied. 

"Pooh  :  he  will  not  keep  on  crying  forever.  nun<rer  drives 
the  wolf  from  the  wood." 

Dinnir  was  a  strangely  silent  meal.  When  the  cloth  had 
been  removed,  Mine,  (irandet  s])oke  to  her  husband. 

"We  ought  to  go  into  mourning,  dt'ar." 

"Peally,  :\rme.  (irandet,  you  must  be  hard  up  for  wavs  of 
getting  rid  of  money.  Mourning  is  in  the  heart ;  it  is  not  put 
on  with  clothes." 

"But  for  a  broiher,  mourning  is  indis])eusab!e,  and  the 
Church  bids  lis " 

"Then  buy  mourning  out  of  your  si.x  louis ;  a  band  of  crape 
will  do  for  me;  you  can  get  me  a  band  of  crape." 

Eugenie  said  nothing,  and  raised  her  ey(>s  to  heaven.  Her 
generous  instincts,  so  long  repressed  and" dormant,  had  been 
suddenly  awakened.,  ■ind  t'very  kindly  tlumght  had  been 
harshly  checked  as  it  had  arisen.  Outwardly  this  evening 
passed  just  as  thousands  of  others  had  passed  in  their  monoto'^ 
nous  lives,  but  for  the  two  women  it  was  the  most  painful 
that  tliev  had  ever  sj)eiit.  Kugenie  sewed  without  raising 
her  head:  she  t(jok  no  notice  of  the  workbov  which  Charles 
had  looked  at  so  scornfully  yesterday  evening.     Mme.  Gran- 
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det  knitted  away  at  her  cuffs,  (iranilct  sat  twirling  his 
thumbs,  absorbed  in  seheiiu's  whicli  -hould  one  dav  bring 
about  results  that  would  startle  Sauniur.  I-'our  hours  went 
by.  Nobody  dropped  in  to  -cc  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  whole  town  was  riii^rin;;  with  the  news  of  Crandet's  sharp 
practice,  following  on  tlie  news  of  his  !)rother"s  failure  and 
his  nephew's  arrival.  So  imperatively  did  Saumur  feel  the 
need  to  thrasli  tiiese  matti'rs  thorou^ddy  out,  that  ail  the  vine- 
growers,  great  or  small,  were  as>enii)!ed  b<'neath  the  des  (Jras- 
sins'  roof,  and  fright  fid  were  the  imprecations  wluch  were 
launched  at  the  head  of  their  late  Mayor. 

Xanon  was  spinning;  the  whir  of  her  wheel  was  the  only 
sound  in  the  great  room  beneath  the  gray-painted  rafters. 

"Our  tongues  don't  go  very  fast."  slie  said,  showing  her 
large  teeth,  white  as  blanched  aluKmds. 

'•There  is  no  call  for  theni  to  go,"  answered  (irandet, 
roused  from  his  calculations. 

He  beheld  a  vision  of  the  future — he  saw  eight  millions  in 
three  years'  time — he  had  set  forth  on  a  long  voyage  upon  a 
golden  sea. 

'•Let  us  go  to  bed.  I  will  go  up  and  wisli  my  nephew  a 
good  night  from  you  all,  and  see  if  he  wants  anytlung." 

Mme.  (irandet  stayed  on  the  landing  outside  her  room  door 
to  hear  what  her  worthy  hu>lMiid  might  say  to  Charles.  Eu- 
genie, l)older  than  her  mother,  went  a  step  or  two  up  the  sec- 
ond llight. 

"Well,  ne])hew,  you  are  feeling  unhappy?  Y(>s.  erv,  it  is 
only  natural,  a  father  is  a  I'atlier.  IJut  we  mu>t  bear  our 
troubles  patiently.  Whilst  you  have  been  crying.  I  have  ijeen 
thinking  for  you;  I  am  a  kind  uncle,  you  see.  Come,  don't 
lose  heart.  Will  you  take  a  littl(>  wiiii-:-'  Wine  costs  nothing' 
at  Saumur;  it  is  common  here:  tliev  oiTer  it  a<  thev  miirht 
offer  you  a  cup  of  tea  in  tlie  Indji-:. — p,ut  you  are  all  in  the 
dark,"  Crandet  went  on.  "Tiiat's  bad,  that's  bad;  one  ought 
to  see  what  one  is  doing." 

Urandet  went  to  the  chimney-jiiece. 

"What  !'■  he  cried,  "a  wax  candle !    Where  the  devil  have 
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tliey  fishca  tliat  from?  J  Ldievo  tho  wenchoH  would  pjll  up 
the;  lluor  of  my  liouse  to  cook  o<rgs  for  that  boy." 

Motlicr  and  dau^'htor.  licaring  those  words,  fled  to  their 
rooms,  ami  cre[)t  iiiio  their  beds  like  frightem'd  miee. 

"-Mine,  tirandet,  yon  ha\e  a  lot  of  mojvy  somewhere,  it 
seems,"  said  tiie  vinetrrouvr,  walking  into  liis"  wife's  rooms. 

"I  am  saying  my  j.rayers,  (K>ar;  wait  a  little,"  faltered  the 
poor  mother. 

"The  devil  take  your  pious  notions  !"'  growled  (Irandct. 
Misers  have  no  l.eli,.f  in  a  life  to  eome,  the  i)res."nt  is  all 
in  all  to  them.     I'.ut  if  this  thought  gives  an  insight  into  the 
miser's  springs  of  aetion,  it  po.ssesses  a  wider  ai-iilication,  it 
throws  a  pitiless  light  uj)on  our  own  era— for  munev  is  the 
one  all-])owerful  foree,  ours  is  pre-eminentlv  the  epoeh  when 
money  is  the  lawgiver,  soeiallv  and  politit-allv.      Hooks  and 
institutions,   theories   and   praetiee,    all    alike    eombino    to 
weaken  the  belief  in  a  fuluro  life,  the  foundation  on  which 
the  soeial  edifice  has  been  slowly  reared  for  eighteen  hundred 
years.      The  grave  has  almost  lost  its  terrors  for  us.      That 
Future  which  awaited  us  l)eyond  tho  lh'<iu{cm  has  been  trans- 
ported into  the  present,  and  one  hope  and  one  ambition  pos- 
sesses us  all— to  pass  per  fas  cl  mfas  into  this  earthlv  para- 
dise of  luxury,  vanity,  and  i)Ieasure,  to  deaden  tiie  so\il  and 
mortify  the  body  for  a  brief  posse.ssion  of  this  i.romised  land, 
just  as  in  other  days  men  were  found  willing  to  lav  down 
their  lives  and  to  snllVr  martyrdom  for  the  hope  of  "eternal 
bliss.    This  thought  can  be  read  at  large;  it  is  stamped  upon 
our  age,  which  asks  of  the  voter— tho  man  who  makes  the 
laws— not  "What  do  you  think:-"  but  "What  em  you  pav?" 
— Aud  what  will  become  of  us  when  this  doctrine  has  bcoQ 
handed  down  from  the  bourgeoisie  to  the  peopled 

"Mme.  Grandet,  have  you  finished?''  asked  the  cooper. 

"I  am  praying  for  you,  dear." 

"Very  well,  good  night.     To-inorrow  morning  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  tu  you." 

Poor  woman!    she  betook  herself  to  sleep  like  a  schoolboy 
wlio  has  not  learned  his  les.ous,  aud    sees  before    liim  the 
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anprv  faco  of  the  master  when  he  wakrs.  Sheer  terror  led  her 
to  wnij)  till'  sheets  ah(Mit  her  lieail  to  shut  out  all  sounds,  l.ut 
ju.'"!  at  that  iiionient  she  felt  a  ki>-  <.ii  lu-r  forehead:  it  was 
Kug»''nie  who  had  slipped  into  the  room  in  the  darkness,  and 
stood  there  barefooted  in  her  nightdrf>s. 

"()h!  motiier,  my  kind  mother,"  sln'  said,  "I  shall  tell  him 
to-morrow  morninj,'  that  it  was  all  my  doin;:.'" 

"Xo,  don't;  if  you  do,  he  will  send  }ou  away  to  Noyerb. 
Let  me  manage  it;  he  will  not  eat  me,  after  all." 

"Oh  I  mamma,  do  vou  hear?" 

"What?" 

"He  is  crying  still." 

'•(io  back  to  i)ed,  dear.  The  floor  is  damp,  it  will  strike 
cold  to  your  feet." 

So  ended  the  solemn  day.  whieh  liad  brought  for  tlie  poor 
wealthy  heiress  a  lifelong  burden  of  sorrow;  never  again 
would  Eugenie  (Irandet  sleep  as  soundly  or  as  lightly  as 
heretofore.  It  not  seldom  happens  that  at  some  time  in 
their  lives  this  or  that  human  being  will  act  literally  "unlike 
himself,"  and  yet  in  very  truth  in  accordance  with  his  na- 
ture, li  it  not  rather  that  we  form  our  hasty  conclusions  of 
him  without  the  aid  of  such  light  as  psychology  affords,  with- 
out attempting  to  trace  the  mysterious  birth  and  growth  of 
the  causes  which  led  to  the.«e  unf  leseen  results?  And  this 
passion,  which  liad  its  roots  in  the  depths  of  Kugeide's  nature, 
should  perhaps  be  studied  as  if  it  were  the  delicate  fibre  of 
some  living  organism  to  discover  the  secret  of  its  growth. 
It  was  a  passion  that  would  influence  her  whole  life,  so  that 
one  day  it  would  be  sni'cringly  called  a  nuilady.  Plenty  of 
people  would  prefer  to  consider  a  catastrophe  improbable 
rather  than  undertake  the  ta>k  of  tracing  the  sequence  of 
the  events  that  led  to  it,  to  discovering  how  the  links  of  the 
chain  were  forged  one  by  one  in  the  mind  of  the  actor.  In 
this  case  Eugenie's  pa.-t  lifr  will  sullice  to  keen  observers  of 
human  nature:  her  artless  imi)ulsiveness.  her  sudden  out- 
burst of  tcndernc"  will  be  no  surprise  to  them.  Womanly 
pity,  that  treacherous  feeling,  had  filled  her  soul  but  the  more 
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coriiplctoly  Ix-can.-c  Ikt  lit'r  \uu\   Lcfii   so  uneventful   that  it 
had  never  Iteen  .-o  called   fortli  l)efore. 

So  the  InMiliie  and  evcit.inent  of  the  day  distnrln'd  lior 
rest;  slie  woke  again  and  a^'ain  t.>  listen  for  any  sound  from 
her  coi!>in"s  room,  thinking'  tliat  she  still  heard  the  moans 
that  all  day  loni:  had  vibrated  throu<,di  her  heart.  Some- 
times .-he  -cetiird  to  .see  him  lyiii^'  uji  there.  d\in;,f  of  ^'rief  • 
soUH  time-  .-he  <lreame(l  that  lie  was  heini:  starved  to  death! 
Towards  moriiin<,'  she  distinctly  heard  a  terr'hle  erv.  .She 
dre--ed  lier-elf  at  ome,  and  in  the  dim  li>:ht  of  tiie  dawn  fled 
iioiM-lessly  up  the  stairs  to  lier  cousin's  room.  The  dour  stood 
open,  the  wa.\  candle  had  hurned  itself  down  to  the  socket. 
Nature  had  as.sorted  lier.<elf ;  Charles,  still  dres.-ed.  was  sleop- 
injr  in  tlio  armchair,  with  hi-  head  fallen  forward  on  the  hed  ; 
he  had  heen  dreamin,-:  as  fami-lu'd  people  dri'am.  Ku"enio 
admired  the  fair  young  face,  it  was  Hushed  and  tear-stahied  ; 
the  eyelids  were  swollen  with  weeping:  he  scorned  to  be  still 
crying  in  his  sleep,  and  Kugenie\s  own  tears  fell  fast.  Some 
dim  feeling  that  his  cousin  was  present  awakened  Charles; 
he  opened  his  eyv^^,  and  saw  her  distress. 

"Pardon  me,  cousin,"  he  said  dreamily.  Evidently  he  had 
lost  all  reckoning  of  time,  and  did  not  know  where  he  was. 

"There  are  hearts  here  that  feel  for  you,  cou,-in.  and  ve 
thought  that  you  might  perhaps  want  something.  You  should 
go  tojied;  you  will  tin'  your.-elf  out  if  you  sleep  like  that." 

"Yes,"    ,e  said,  '"that  i.-  true." 

"Good-hyc."  she  said,  and  iled.  half  in  eonfu-ion.  half  glad 
that  she  had  come.  Innocence  alone  dares  to  he  thus  hold, 
and  virtue  armed  with  knowledge  weighs  its  actions  as  care- 
fully as  vice. 

Kugenie  had  not  tremhled  in  her  cou  .in's  {)resence,  but 
when  she  reached  her  own  ro(uii  again  she  eould  scarcely 
stand.  Her  ignorant  life  had  suddenly  come  to  an  end;  she 
remonstrated  with  herself,  and  blamed  herself  again  and 
again.  "What  will  he  think  of  me?  He  will  believe  that 
I  love  him,"  Yet  she  knew  that  this  was  exaetiv  what  she 
wished  him  tu  believe.     Love  .-puke  plainly  within  her,  know- 
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inj:  bv  instinct  how  love  calls  forth  love.  The  moinont  when 
.-"he  .-toll'  into  licr  cuiifiin's  room  became  a  rneniorahlc  event 
in  the  girl's  lonely  life.  Are  there  nut  iboughts  and  deeds 
which,  in  io\e,  ire  lor  some  .-oiils  like  a  solemn  ijetrothal":' 

An  hour  later  siie  went  to  lur  mother's  room,  to  help  her 
to  dre.-s,  as  .-he  always  did.  Then  the  two  women  went  down- 
stair.- and  took  their  places  hy  the  window,  and  waited  for 
(irandet"8  coming'  in  the  anxiety  which  t'ri'czes  or  burnsi. 
Some  nature.-  cower,  and  others  grow  reckless,  when  a  scene 
or  painful  agitation  is  in  prospect;  the  feeling  of  dread  is 
so  widely  felt  that  domestic  animals  will  cry  out  when  the 
slightest  pain  is  inflicted  on  them  as  a  |)unishnient,  while  the 
same  creature  if  hurt  inadvertently  will  not  utter  a  sound. 

The  cooper  came  downstairs,  s|)oke  in  an  absent-minded 
way  to  his  wife,  ki-sed  Kugeiiie,  and  sat  down  to  table.  lie 
seetiied  to  have  forgotti'U  last  night's  threats. 

"What  has  become  of  my  nephew  ?  The  child  is  not  much 
in  the  way." 

'Tie  is  asleep,  .-ir."  said  Xanon. 

"80  much  the  better,  he  won't  want  a  wa.x  candle  for  that, 
said  (irandet  facetiously. 

His  extraordinary  mildness  and  satirical  humor  puzzled 
Mine,  (irandet  ;  she  lookid  earnestly  at  her  husband.  The 
goodman — here  perhaps  it  may  be  ob.served  that  in  Touraine, 
Anjou.  Poitou.  and  Brittany  the  designation  goodman  (bnn- 
hommc).  which  has  been  so  often  applied  to  (.Jrandet,  con- 
veys no  idea  of  merit  ;  it  is  allowed  to  peo])le  of  the  worst 
temper  as  well  as  to  good-natured  idiots,  and  is  applied  with- 
out distinction  to  any  man  of  a  certain  age — the  goxlnian, 
therefore,  took  up  his  hat  and  gloves  with  the  remark — 

'T  am  going  to  have  a  look  round  in  the  mark(>t-place ;  I 
want  to  meet  the  Cruchots." 

''Eugenie,  your  father  certainly  ha^  something  on  his 
mind." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  (irandet  always  slept  but  little,  and 
vt'as  wont  to  s))end  half  the  night  in  revolving  and  maturing 
schemes,  a  process  by    which    his    views,  observations,  and 
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['laiii^  pnin^l  arnfi;Mii;.'ly  in  cli'arrii'srt  uinl   pri'i  ision ;  indifd, 
tins  wji>  tlif  -  ■(  111    111    thiit    iiiii>t;int   ^ll(•f■(•>^   uliicli   wa>  tlie 
lultiiirutioii  uf  Saiiiimr.      'rriii'  ami   patience  cdinhintMl   will 
firi'cl    iiioft   tliinj,'-.  aiiil   till'  man   uln.  a((()iii|ili.«lics   miicli  is 
till-  man  with  tli«'  -tnm;.'  vmI!  wlm  ran  wait,     'riic  mi-iTs  life 
i>  a  cnn.-laiit  cvcici-f  uf  every  litiman   faiiiltv  in  the  >ervire 
i)f  a  |i(r-iiiialii\,      lie  l.elieve^  in  ,-,.||-!,,v,.  ami  interest,  ami 
in  no  Dtlur  iimiiu's  of  fwtion,   hut   iniere.-t   is   m  some  >ort 
anntluT   ;'orm  of  ,.(.|f-lnve.  to  wit.  a   |ira(ti(al    form  dealin;; 
with  the  tan;,'ihle  ami  t!ie  eoncretr,  ami  hni.'i  f,>nns  are  eom- 
Jtrised   in  one  ma.-ter-iiassion.   fnr  -elf  !ove  and   interest  are 
but  two  numifesfations  of  c^roi-m.      Heme  [X'rhaps  the  pro- 
digious interest  which  a  miser  e\eites  when  cleverly  put  upon 
the  stage,      \\hat    man    is   utterly   without   amiiition'      Ami 
wliat  social  ambition  can  ite  oinaineil  without  moiiev;-    F>'erv 
one  has  something  in  cominon  with  this  being;  ho  is  a  per- 
sonification of  humanity,  and  yet  is  revolting  to  all  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity. 

(irandet  really  "had  sometliing  on  his  mind,"  as  his  wife 
used  to  say.  In  (irandet.  as  in  every  mi  .er,  there  was  a  keen 
reli.<h  for  the  game,  a  constant  craving  to  play  men  off  one 
against  another  for  his  own  benefit,  to  mulct  "them  of  their 
crowns  without  bri'aking  the  law.  And  did  not  every  victim 
who  fell  into  his  clutches  renew  his  .sen.<e  of  power, "his  just 
contempt  for  the  weak  td"  the  earth  who  let  themselves  fall 
such  an  easy  j)rey  ?  Ah  !  who  has  understood  the  meaning  of 
the  lamb  that  lies  in  peace  at  the  feet  of  (Jod,  that  most  touch- 
ing symbol  of  meek  victims  who  are  doomed  to  suffer  here 
below,  and  of  the  future  that  awaits  them  hereafter,  of  weak- 
ness and  sulfering  glorified  at  !a.4  ?  But  here  on  earth  it  is 
quite  otherwise;  the  lamb  is  the  miser's  legitimate  prev.  and 
by  him  (when  it  is  fat  enough)  it  is  contemptuously  penned, 
killed,  cooked,  and  eaten.  On  money  and  on  this  i'eeling  of 
contemptufuis  superiority  the  ini.-er  thrives. 

Ituring  the  night  this  excellent  matrs  ideas  had  taken  an 
entirely  new  turn;  hence  his  unusual  mildness.  He  had  been 
weuviug  a  web  to  entangle  them  iu  Paris;  he  would  envelop 
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tliiiii  in  its  toils,  they  .•.Jiuiilil  l.r  a-  clav  in  t  is  haml.-* ;  thcv 
slKUiid  \u>\n'  iiml  titiiililf,  cuiiii'  iiiul  ^n,  toil  and  swoat,  and 
all  for  Ills  aimiMiiu  III,  all  t'i>r  tlif  i.ld  (oujicr  in  the  din;:v 
roDiM  at  the  head  nf  tlic  Wdriii-caiiii  .>tair(a-<'  in  the  old  house 
at  Saiiniur;  it  tickled  his  souse  of  hiinior. 

lie  hud  Inin  thinkiii;,'  aljout  hi.-  iifplirw.  lie  waiitrd  to 
save  his  dead  brotluT's  nanie  tpnn  di-lmnor  in  a  way  that 
should  not  co.-i  a  iicnny  citluT  to  hi-  iirjihew  or  to  himsi'lf. 
He  was  alioiit  to  insist  his  money  i.ir  thn<'  years,  his  inind 
was  (juite  at  lei.-ure  t'roin  his  own  atTairs;  he  really  needed 
some  outlet  tor  his  malicious  eiicr;.'-y.  and  lure  was  an  op- 
portunity  siipiilied  hy  his  hrothcr's  failure.  The  claws  were 
idle,  he  had  nothiu}:  to  scpieeze  hetween  them,  so  he  wouhl 
pound  the  Parisian.-  for  diaries'  henetit.  and  cxiiihit  himself 
in  the  light  of  an  c\(c|lent  brother  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  An 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  honor  of  the  family  name  counted  for 
very  little  with  him  ii:  '  .natter;  he  looked  at  it  from  the 
purely  iniper-onal  jmint  .'  view  of  the  gambler,  who  likM 
to  see  a  game  well  played  although  it  is  no  alTair  of  his.  The 
Cruchots  were  neci.-sary  to  him,  but  he  did  not  mean  to  go 
in  search  of  them;  they  should  come  to  him.  That  very 
evening  the  comedy  .-liould  begin,  the  main  outlines  were  de- 
cided upon  already,  to- rrow  he  would  be  held  up  as  an  ob- 
ject of  admiration  all  over  the  town,  and  his  generosity 
should  not  cost  him  a  farthing! 

Eugenie,  in  her  father's  absenr(\  was  free  to  busy  herself 
openly  for  her  cousin,  to  feel  the  pleasure  of  pouring  out  for 
him  in  many  ways  the  we.'Ith  of  pity  that  filled  her  heart; 
for  in  pity  alone  women  are  content  that  we  should  feel  their 
superiority,  and  the  siililimity  of  devotion  is  the  one  heighl; 
which  they  can  pardon  iis  for  leaving  to  them. 

Three  or  four  times  Kugenie  went  to  listen  to  her  cousin's 
breathing,  that  she  might  know  whether  he  was  awake  or 
still  .-leeping:  and  when  she  was  sure  that  he  was  rising,  she 
turned  her  attention  to  his  breakfast,  and  cream,  coffee,  fruit, 
eggs,  plates,  and  glasses  w(>re  all  in  turn  the  objects  of  her 
especial  care.     She  softlv  climbed  the  ricketv  stairs  to  listen 
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again.     Was  he  .irc-sin^^?    Was  lie  .still  sobbiu;,^?     She  went 
to  the  door  at  last  and  spoke — 

"Cousin  !'" 

"Yes,  cousin." 

"Would  \('u  rather  have  breakfa.-t  di.wiistairs  or  up  here 
in  your  room ':" 

"Whithevor  you  j)lease." 

"IJow  do  vdu  foci ':" 

'"I  am  ashamed  to  say  that  I  am  huncirv." 

This  talk  throu^di  the  elosed  door  was  like  an  episode  in 
a  roiiianee  for  Eu^renie. 

'■\i;r\  well  then,  we  will  hrin.ir  your  hreakfasi  u|)  to  your 
room,  so  that  my  father  may  not  be  vexed  about  it." 

She  spraii;,'  downstairs,  and  ran  into  the  kitelieii  with  the 
swiftness  of  a  bird. 

"Xanon.  just  i^-o  and  >.■(   his  room  straiixlu." 

The  familiar  stairea.-e  whieli  she  iuul  j^one  U[)  and  down  so 
often,  and  which  eclmed  with  every  sound,  seemed  im  luiiLTtT 
old  in  Eugenie's  eyes:  it  was  radiant  with  light,  it  seemeil  to 
speak  in  a  languag<  which  she  under.-ioed,  it  wa<  vouni:  again 
as  she  lu'rself  was,  young  like  the  love  in  her  heart.  And 
the  mother,  the  kind,  indulgent  moihcr,  was  ready  to  lend 
herself  to  li(>r  daughter's  whims,  and  as  -  .on  as  Charles' 
rouiu  was  ready  they  ijotli  went  tliilher  to  >it  witli  him.  Does 
not  Christian  charity  bid  us  c(Mufort  the  mourner?  Tattle 
religious  M»phi.>tries  were  not  wanting  by  which  the  women 
juslilied   themselves. 

Charles  (Jrandet  received  the  most  tender  ami  afPectinnate 
care.  Such  delicate  tact  and  sweet  kindness  touched  him  very 
closely  in  his  ('esnjation;  and  fur  these  two  souls,  thev  found 
a  mnuieiil's  freedom  f|-cun  the  re-lraiiit  unil.T  wliieli  thev 
lived;  they  were  at  liomi'  in  an  atmosphere  of  sorrow:  thev 
co'ild  give  him  the  (juiek  sympathy  of  fellousbip  in  mis- 
fortune, iuig.'uie  ciiiiid  a\ail  luT^elf  id'  the  priviK'ixe  of  re- 
lationshij)  tn  .-ct  his  linen  in  nrdiT.  and  to  arrange  the  trifles 
that  lav  nn  tlie  drcs.-inL;--Ia!.li. ;  .-h.'  could  admire  the  wonder- 
ful   knick-kuacks   at    her   leisure;   all    the    para{)hernalia   of 
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luxury,  tho  dciii  at.I.v-uroiijrlit  ^,,1,1  nnd  <\Uor  p;isso(^  thmu-h 
lirr  hands,  hop  lingers  ,Uvh  liii-.Tiiiirly  on  thfiu  under  the 
pretext  of  lookin.u--  closely  at  the  workmanship. 

('harles  was  d-eply  touehed  l.v  the  ^M'tiernus  interest  whieh 
hi>  aunt   and   cousin   look   in   him.      Jic  knew   I'arisian   life 
quit,   Miiliciently  t(.  know  that  under  these  .-ireumstanees  hi.s 
oid  acijuaintances  and  friends  would  liavi  ^rown  cold  and  dis- 
tant at  once.     Cut    his   tronhlc   had    hroui:ht   out  all   the  pe- 
culiar heauty  of  Hu-cnie's  character,  and'  he  he^ra,,  tn  admire 
the  snnplicity  of  manner  whieh   had    provoked    his  amuse- 
ment hut  yesterday.     .So  when  Eu-enie  waited  on  her  onus  n 
with  such  frank  -oodwill,  taking  frora   Xanon  the  earthen- 
war;   !)owl  full  of  eotfee  and  eream  to  <i'i  it  hefore  him  herself, 
the  I'arisian-s  eyes  fille.l  witli  tears:  and  when  he  met  her 
kind  ejanee  hv  took  her  hand  in  his  and  kis.sed  it. 
"Well,  what  is  the  matter  now:-"'  she  asked. 
"Oh!  they  are  tears  of  .-rratilude."  he  answered. 
Eugenic  turned   ha.-iily  away,  took   the  candles  from  the 
chimney-piece  and  held  tliem  out  to  Xanon. 
'•Here,"  she  said,  "take  these  awav." 

\\hen  she  could  look  at  her  cousin  again,  the  flu.sh  was 
still  on  her  fac.',  hut  her  eyc^s  at  least  did  not  hetrav  her,  and 
gave  no  sign  of  the  excess  of  joy  that  flooded  iier  heart';  yet 
the  same  thought  was  dawning  in  hotli  their  souls,  and  could 
he  read  in  the  eyes  of  either,  and  they  knew  that  the  future 
was  theirs.  This  thrill  of  happines.s 'was  all  the  sweeter  to 
Charles  m  his  great  sorrow,  hecause  it  was  so  little  expected. 
There  was  a  kno.-k  at  the  doop.  and  l)oth  the  women  hur- 
ried dowii  to  their  places  hy  the  window.  It  was  lucky  for 
them  that  their  flight  down-tairs  was  snlliciently  precip"itate, 
and  tluit  they  were  at  their  work  when  (iraiulet"  came  in.  for 
if  h-  had  met  them  iM'iiealli  the  ardiwav.  all  his  suspicions 
would  he  aroused  at  once.  After  the  mid-day  meal,  which  he 
took  landing,  the  kee|M.r,  who  liad  not  yet  received  his  prom- 
ised n.waril,  ajipearcd  from  Froidfon,!.  hringing  with  him 
a  liare,  .some  partridges  shot  in  the  park,  a  few  eels,  and  a 
couple  of  pike  sent  by  him  from  the  miller's. 
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''Aha!  so  horp  i.*  old  Cornoiller;  you  come  just  when  3-011 
are  wanted,  like  >;alt  fish  in  Lent.     Is  al!  that  fit    <)  eat?"' 

"Yes,  sir:  all  killed  tin-  day  before  yesterday."' 

"Come,  Xanon,  look  alive!  .lust  take  tills,  it  will  do  for 
dinner  ti>-i|ay;  the  two  Cruehots  are  eoniini:."" 

Xanon  ojiened  her  eyes  with  amazement,  and  stared  first 
at  one  and  then  at  another. 

"Oh!  indeed,"'  she  said;  "and  where  are  the  lierhs  and  the 
baeon  to  come  from  !'"" 

"Wife,"  said  (Jrandet.  "let  X'anon  have  six  franes,  and 
remind  me  to  ^'o  down  into  the  cellar  to  look  out  a  bottle  of 
good  wine." 

"Well,  then,  ;M.  Oandet,"  the  gamekeeper  heixan  (he 
wished  »)  see  the  (piestion  of  ■  is  salary  properly  >ettle(l,  and 
was  duly  primecl  with  a  si)eeeii).  ".M.  (Jrande' "' 

"Tut,  tut,  tut,"  said  (irandet,  "I  know  what  vou  are  going 
to  say;  you  are  a  good  fellow,  we  will  see  about  that  to-mor- 
row, 1  am  very  busy  to-day.  (iive  him  five  frane-^,  wife."  lie 
added,  looking  at  :\lnie.  (Jramh't,  and  with  that  he  beat  a  re- 
treat. The  poor  woman  was  only  too  happy  to  purchase  peace 
at  the  price  of  eleven  francs.  She  knew  by  experience  that 
Grandet  usually  kejit  quiet  for  a  fortnight  after  he  had  made 
her  disburse  coin  by  coin  the  money  which  he  had  given 
her. 

"There,  Cornoiller,"  she  said,  as  she  slijiped  ten  francs  into 
his  hand;  '"we  will  repay  you  for  your  services  one  of  these 
days."' 

Cornoiller  had  no  answer  readv,  so  he  went. 

"Madame,""  said  Xanon.  who  had  by  this  time  put  on  her 
black  bonnet  antl  had  a  basket  on  her  arm,  '■three  francs  will 
be  (piite  enough;  koej)  the  rest.  I  shall  maiia-e  just  as  well 
with  three."' 

"Let  us  have  a  good  (Hjiikm-.  Xanon;  my  cousin  is  coming 
downstairs,"  said   Kugeiiie. 

"There  is  something  verv  extraordinary  going  on.  ]  am 
sure,""  .Slid  Mme.  (irandet.  "'i'liis  inake<  the  ildnl  tim(>  ^^ince 
we  wiTc  married  that  ynur  father  has  a.-kcd  any  one  here  to 
dinner." 
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It  was  nearly  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  Eugenie  and 
her  inotlier  liad  laid  the  cloth  and  sut  the  tahle  for  six  per- 
sons, and  tiie  master  of  the  house  liad  hrouixln  uj)  two  or  three 
bottles  of  the  (•.\(iiii.-itc  wines,  which  are  jValoiisly  hoarded  in 
the  cellars  uf  tlu'  vinc^Towing  district. 

Charles  came  into  the  (liiiin^-rnoni  lookinj^r  white  and  sad  ■ 
there  was  a  patiKtic  charm  about  his  gestures,  his  face,  his 
looks,  the  tones  of  his  voic";  his  sormw  had  given  him' the 
interesting  look  that  womcu  like  so  well,  and  Eugenie  only 
1ov(m1  him  the  more  becau^c  his  features  Were  worn  with  pain. 
I'erhaps,  too,  ihis  trouble  had  brought  them  tiearer  in  other 
ways,  ('harles  was  no  longer  the  rich  and  handsome  young 
man  who  lived  in  a  sphere  far  bi'vond  her  ken;  ho  was  a 
kinsman  .n  dcej)  and  terrible  distress,  and  sorrow  is  a  great 
levclcr  ■.■oman  has  this  in  common  with  the  angels — all  suf- 
fering creatures  arc  under  her  protection. 

Charles  and  Kugrnie  uiuler.-toed  each  other  without  a 
word  being  spoken  on  either  side.  The  poor  dandy  of  yes- 
terday, fallen  from  his  high  estate,  to-day  was  an  orphan, 
who  sal  in  a  corner  ef  the  n.om,  (piiet,  composed,  and  proud; 
but  from  time  to  time  he  met  his  cousin's  eyes,  her  kind  and 
anVetioTuite  glance  resti'd  on  him,  and  comjielled  him  to  shake 
olf  his  dark  and  sombre  f(.rel)(>dings,  and  to  look  forward  with 
her  to  a  future  full  of  hope,  in  which  she  loved  to  think  that 
she  might  share. 

The  new.-  of  (iraudd's  dinner-party  cau.sed  even  greater 
excitement  in  Siiiimiir  than  the  sale  of  his  vintage,  although 
this  latter  proceeding  had  been  a  crime  ol  the  blackest  dye, 
an  act  of  high  tiv;iM)n  against  the  vinegrowing  interest.  If 
(;ran(let"s  l)a'!(|Uet  to  t' ■■  Cruchots  has  been  prompted  by  the 
same  idea  which  on  a  nieinorable  occasion  co>t  Alcibiades' 
dog  its  tail,  hist-iy  might  jierhaps  have  heard  of  the  mi.ser; 
but  he  felt  him^'ll'  to  be  above  public  opinion  in  this  town 
wliich  he  exploited;  In.  held  S.rnnur  too  cliea]). 

It  was  not  long  before  the  de~  Cra-ins  heard  of  Guillaumc 
Grandet"s  violent  end  and  iiiipeiiding  bankruptcy.  Thev  de- 
termined t(i  pay  a  visit  to  their  client  that  evening,  to  con- 
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dole  with  liiiii  in  liis  aiilirtiDii,  and  to  show  a  friuiully  in- 
tcTL'st;  wiiilc  lliiy  ciKicavoriul  i.)  discover  the  inotisi's  wliich 
could  have  l.'d  (Irainlci  in  inviic  tlic  Cnu-liots  to  diuiior  at 
such  a  time. 

Precisely  al  five  oVIock  Tresideiit  ('.  de  Moiifoii-  and  hig 
uncle  the  imtary  arrivi'd.  ilres.-ed  up  to  ilie  iiines  tlii-  time. 
The  guests  seated  liieiii.-elves  at  table,  and  IjeuMii  hy  attack- 
ing: tiieir  dinner  witli  remarkably  pjod  ap[)etites.  (irandi't 
was  solemn,  Charles  was  silent,  Kuirenie  was  dumb,  and  Mine. 
(irandet  said  no  more  than  u-nal ;  if  it  lunl  been  a  I'uiu'ral 
repast,  it  coidd  not  well  ha\e  been  less  lively.  Wlu>n  thev  rose 
from  the  table,  Charles   tddre-^.-ed  his  aunt  and  uncle — 

"Will  you  permit  me  to  vithdraw?  I  have  some  long  and 
dilheult  letters  to  write."" 

''By  all  means,  lu  phew." 

When  Char]e>  had  left  the  room,  and  his  amiable  relative 
could  fairly  assr.me  tliat  lu;  was  out  of  earshot  and  deep  in 
his  correspondence,  (Jraiidet  irave  his  wife  a  sinister  glance. 

"Mnie.  Crandet,  what  we  are  goin--  to  say  will  be  Greek 
to  you;  it  is  half-pa>t  .-(ven  o"eloek,  you  ought  to  be  off 
to  bed  by  thi.s  lime.  Ciood  niudit.  my  daughter."  He  kissed 
Eugenie,  and  mother  and  daughter  lefi  the  room. 

Then  the  drama  began.  .Now,  if  .ver  in  his  life,  Grandet 
displayed  all  the  shrewdness  whieli  l;e  had  acipiired  in  the 
course  of  his  long  experience  of  men  and  business,  and  all 
the  cunning  which  had  gained  him  the  nickname  of  "old 
fox"'  among  tho~e  who  liail  felt  his  teetli  a  little  toi)  sharply. 
Had  the  ambition  of  tlii'  laii'  Mayor  of  Saunuir  soared  a 
little  higher;  if  iie  had  had  the  luck  to  rise  to  a  higher  social 
sphere,  and  destiny  hao  sent  him  to  ndngle  in  some  congress 
in  which  the  .ate  of  nations  i,-  at  stake,  the  genius  which  he 
was  now  devoting  to  his  own  nar-ow  ends  would  d(nd)tless 
have  doni'  France  glorious  serv  iic.  .\nd  yet.  after  all.  the 
probability  is  that  once  away  fn)ni  Saumur  the  worthv  cooper 
would  have  cut  !)ut  a  p(„,r  figure,  and  that  minds,  like  certain 
l)lants  and  animals,  are  sterile  when  removed  to  a  distant 
climate  auu  an  alien  soil. 
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'•'M-ni-inonsicur  Ic  I'-p-pR'sidcnt,  you  wero  s-s-saying  that 
b-b-bankruptcy "" 

litre  the  triik  nf  jtaimneriii;,''  whieh  it  had  pleased  the 
vineirrowci-  to  a^>iiMie  >o  Ion;:  au'o  that  every  one  believed  it 
to  tie  natural  to  liim  (liki-  the  di^afiie-s  i\\'  which  he  was  wont 
to  complain  in  rainy  weather),  'jrew  so  unbearablv  tedious 
for  tlic  Cruehot  pair,  that  a-  they  >lrovc  to  catch  the  syllables, 
they  made  t.nciin>ciou.-  ;:i'im;i '1:-,  moving'  their  lips  as  if 
they  would  fain  finish  the  w.irds  in  which  the  cooper  en- 
tan,i:led  luith  himself  and  them  at  his  pleasure. 

And  here,  pei-iiap-.  is  the  littin;:  place  to  record  the  his- 
tory of  (inindet'.-  dcafnt-s  and  the  imp(  diment  in  his  speech. 
2so  one  in  Anjou  had  Ir'tter  hearinir  or  eo;i'd  speak  An^^evin 
French  more  clearlv  and  distinctlv  liian  tin  wilv  vineirrower 
— when  he  chose.  Once  upon  a  lime,  in  spite  of  all  his 
shrewdnes-,  a  Jew  had  ;rot  the  better  of  him.  In  the  course 
of  their  di-cus.-ion  the  l-raelit(>  had  ajiplied  his  hand  to 
his  ear,  in  the  manner  of  an  ear-trumpet,  the  better  to  eateh 
what  was  said,  and  had  Lnhbered  \o  such  purfHtse  in  his  search 
for  a  word,  that  (irand.-t,  a  victim  to  his  own  humanity,  felt 
constrained  to  su,u'-<:est  to  that  crafty  ilelirew  the  wonis  and 
ideas  of  which  the  l-raelite  appeared  In  1},.  in  search,  to 
finish  himself  the  reasoniiiL's  of  tli(>  said  jlclirew.  to  sav 
for  that  aecur-eil  alien  all  that  he  out,dit  to  have  said  for  bim- 
.self,  till  (irandel  ended  by  fairly  clian^irin;:  jdaces  with  the 
Jew. 

From  this  curious  conte.-t  of  wits  the  vineirrower  did  not 
emer^L^e  triumphant:  ind-cil.  for  tlu'  fhsl  aii  i  la>t  time  in  his 
biisine-s  career  he  made  a  bad  l)ar;:ain.  liut  lo-i'r  though  he 
was  from  a  money  point  of  view,  lie  had  received  a  great 
practical  Ie>.-on.  ami  later  on  he  reaped  the  fruits  nf  it. 
Wherefore  in  tiie  vnd  he  bles-ed  the  dew  who  had  shown  him 
how  tu  Wear  out  the  patience  of  an  o])ponent.  and  to  keep 
him  so  losely  employed  in  expressing  his  .-uher-a ry"s  idead 
that  he  ciunpietely  io.-t  .-ight  oi  hi.-  own.  'i'iie  p.re-eiit  busi- 
ness re(|uired  more  deafness,  more  stammering,  more  of  the 
mazy   circumlocutions    in    wiiich    (irandet    was   wont   to   in- 
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volvc  himself,  tli.iii  any  pri'vLuis  transaction  in  his  life;  for, 
in  the  lirsl  place,  he  wished  to  thmw  the  rc^ponsihility  of  liis 
ideas  on  sonic  one  else;  >.onic  one  cL^.  wa.-  to  su;.'-e>t  liis  own 
schemes  to  him.  wliih.  he  wa,-  to  k.'cp  himself  tcrhimself,  ami 
leave  every  r-n^'  in  the  dark  as  to  his  real  intentions. 

•■.Mon->icnr  .h  iMM5,,nfnn.v"  ('{'his  was  the  see  md  time 
in  three  years  that  he  had  call,  d  the  yonn<rer  (Vncliot  -'M.  de 
BonA.n,^."  and  ihe  president  mij^iit  well  (■on>idcr  that  this 
\va>  a:nio>i  tantamount  to  hein,<:  acknowiedLnMl  a-  the  crafty 
cooper's  son-in-law.) 

"■^on    were   s-s-s-sayin;,'   that    in   certain   cases,   p-p.p.pro- 

eeedinp.s  in  h-b-hankruptcy  mij:ht  be  .s-s-s-stopped  b-h-bv " 

"At  the  instance  of  a  Tribunal  of  Commerce.  That  is 
done  every  day  of  the  year."  said  .M.  C.  ,le  lionf,.ns.  ^aiess- 
infr,  as  ho  thou^dit.  at  old  (irandet's  idea,  and  runiiin-'^awav 
with  it.  "Usten!"  he  said,  and  in  the  mnsi  amiable  wav  he 
prepared   to  explain   him.self. 

"I  am  l-listeinnu',"  replied  the  .ilder  n.^m  ineeklv.  and 
his  face  assumed  a  demure  e\pre,-<inn:  he  lueked  liki'  some 
small  boy  who  is  lau.trhm-:  in  hi^  Jee\..  ^n  l,is  -ehoolmaster 
while  appearincr  to  pay  the  mo^t  rc-peeiful  ailention  to  everv 
word. 

"When  anybody  w1  >  is  in  a  larpe  way  of  business  and  is 
much  looked  np  to.  like  your  lat.'  brotlier  in  Paris,  for  in- 
stance  " 

"My  b-b-hrother.  ves." 

"When  any  one  in  that  position  is  likelv  lo  tind  himself 
insolvent " 

"Ins-s-solvent,  do  they  call  it  y 

"\es.  When  his  failure  i>  imminent,  the  Tribunal  of 
Couimerce.  to  which  he  is  aiiieuable  (do  you  fo]|,,w  mer)  has 
pow.T  by  a  jud-ment  to  appoint  liquidators  lo  wind  up  the 
business.  Li(]uidation  is  not  bankruptcy,  do  vou  under- 
stand? It  is  a  dis,i:racefii!  thin^r  to  be  a  bankrupt,  but  a 
h(/nidu(io)i   rcllects  no  diMivdit   on  a  man."" 

"It  is  (piiie  a  d-il-d-dill'erent  lliin-r,  if  only  it  d-d-dces  not 
cost  any  more,"  -..aid  Crandet. 
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"Yo?.  But  a  Ii(jiii(latioii  can  Ix-  i.rivat<"ly  arran^rod  without 
having  nxouFM'  to  the  Triljurial  of  ConiintTec,"  said  tho  presi- 
'Icnt  ;ij  he  took  a  pinch  of  snutT.  "How  is  a  man  declared 
bankrupt  ?" 

"Yis,  liow?"  imiuind  Cramlct.  "I  havo  n-n-nevor  thought 
al)()ut  it." 

"In  the  fir>l  place,  he  may  hini.-cH'  ,ilc  a  ])t'tition  and  leave 
his  .-chcdiiK-  uiih  the  clerk  of  the  cuurt.  the  deljtor  himself 
draws  it  up  or  autliorizcs  sonn'  one  cl>e  to  do  so.  and  it  is  dulv 
rcj.nstcre(l.  Or,  in  tlic  second  place,  his  creditors  may  make 
him  a  l.ankriipt.  I'mt  siipposin-  the  deiuor  docs  not  file  a  pe- 
tition, and  none  <{  his  creditors  make  application  to  the  court 
for  a  jud.irnicm  declaring  liini  banknijit;  now  let  us  sec  what 
happens  then  !"' 

"Yes,  let  us  s-s-seo." 

"In  tliat  case,  the  family  of  the  deceased,  or  his  representa- 
tives, or  his  residuary  le-alee.  or  tlie  man  himself  (if  he  is 
not  (lead),  or  his  friends  fur  him  (if  he  has  absconded), 
li(iuidate  his  all'airs.  Now.  po.-sil,.Iy,  j/ou  may  intend  to  do 
this  in  your  brother'-  case!'"'  in(|uired  the  president. 

"Oh!  (irandet."  exclaimed  the  notary,  "that  would  be  act- 
ing very  handsomely.  We  in  the  provinces  have  our  notions 
of  honor.     If  you  saved  your  name  from  dishonor,  for  it  is 

your  name,  you  would  Ix " 

"Sublime:"  cried  t!ie  president,  interrupting  his  uncle. 
"(»f  course,  my  b-b-brother's  n-n-name  was  (Jrandet, 
th-that  is  certain  sure.  I  d-d-don"t  deny  it,  and  anvhow  this 
1-1-1-1-liquidation  would  be  a  very  g-good  thing"  for  my 
n-n-nephew  in  every  way.  and  1  am  very  f-f-fond  of  him'. 
But  we  shall  sec.  I  know  n-n-norhing  of  tho.-;c  sharpers  in 
P-Pari.-i,  and  tlu  ir  t-tricks.  And  here  am  I  at  S-Saumur,  you 
see!  There  art  my  vine-cuttings,  ni-my  d-d-draining;'  in 
sh-sh-short,  there  are  my  own  af-f-affairs.'  to  s-s-see  after.  / 
have  n-n-nevcr  accepted  a  bill.  What  is  a  bill?  1  have 
t-t-taken  many  a  one,  b-b-bin  1  have  n-n-ncvcr  put  my  n-n- 
name  to  a  juece  of  p-paper.  Yon  t-t-take  'em,  and  vou  can 
d-d-d-discouiii   -em.  and  that  is  all    1   know.     T  have  heard 

q_ci_an^r    t-ii.-.*     ,.^..     ^ Till  .i  •• 
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"Yes,"  assoiitftl  the  invsiili'iit.     "You  can  liny  Mils  on  the 
market,  less  so  nmcli  per  (cnl.     Do  \(m  iindn-.-Mnd  r" 

Grandet  lidd  his  hiind  to  his;  car,  mul  the  imMd.'nt  re- 
peated Ills  remark. 

"But  it  s-s-^eems  there  are  t-t-two  s-sides  tn  all  this':'"'  re- 
].lied  the  vine^'rower.  "Ai  my  a-e.  1  kn<.\v  n-n-n-iiothins,' 
about  this  s-s-s-sort  of  ll^Il^^  1  inu>t  .^t-top  here  to  l-h.o'k 
after  the  -----rapes,  the  vines  d-d-duirt  >taiid  still,  and  the 
fr-;:-^n-apes  liave  to  p-pay  for  everythin-.  The  vintaire 
ni-iiiii.-t  \,r  l-l-louked  after  hid'ere  anytliiii-  e!-e,  Tiien  1 
have  a  ^---reat  (kd-deal  o!i  my  hand<  at  I'midlond  that  1 
can't  p-i)-]r..~sihly  l-l-l-lea\e  to  any  one  eUe.  I  d,,ii-|  under- 
st-t-tand  a  word  of  all  tlii^;  it,  is  a  p-ji-pret'.v  kettle  of  lish, 
confound  it,  I  can't  1-1-leave  home  to  >-.,,.' after  '*.  You 
s-s-s-say  tjiat  to  hrin-  about  a  1-1-Iiipiidation  I  ou-ht  to  i)e  in 
Pans.     Xou-  you  can't  i)c  iu  t-t-two  p-jilaces  at  once  unless 

you  are  a  b-b-bird." 

"/  see  what  you  mean."  cried  the  notary.     "Well,  niv  old 

friend,  you  iui.e  friends,  friends  of  Ion-  standin^r  readv  to 

do  a  gri'at  deal  for  you." 

"Come,  now!"  said  the  vine;:row(^r  to  himself,  "so  you  are 

making  uj)  your  minds,  are  you  ?" 

"And  if  some  one  were  to  go  to   I'ari-^.  ami   find  up  vour 

brother  (iuillaume's  largest  creditor,  and  sav  to  him ^" 

'Here,  just  1-1-listen  to  me  a  moment."  the  cooper  struck 

in.     "Say  to  him what?     S-s-something  like  this:     'M. 

Grandet  of  Saumiir  lh-this.M.(;r.in(let  ofSaumur  th-th-that. 

He  1-1-lovcs  his  brother,  he  has  a  r-r-regard  for  his  n-nepiiew ; 

(irandet  thinks  a  1-l-lot  of  his  f-fanuly.  he  means  to  d-do  well 

by  them.     He  has  just  s-s-sold  his  vintage  uncommonlv  well. 

Don't  drive  the  thing  into  b-b-h-liankruptcy.  call  a  meeting  of 

the  creditors,  and  ap-p-point  l-l-liijuidators.     Then  s-see  what 

(Jrandet  will  do.     Y(ni  will  do  a  great  d-deal  b-b-better  for 

yourselves  by  comin<r  to  an  arrangement   than   bv  M-lettinir 

the  1-1-1-lawyers  jxAe  their  no-cr  into  it.'     'I'hat  is  how  it  i* 

eh?" 

"Quite  so  I  '  said  the  president. 


ET'CEMi:  CltANKKT 


ion 


"BecauM',  look  v(ui  ]urv.  Mon-iciir  dc  I'.oii-f5,,ii-nonfnii^ 
you  must  l-l-l.,ok  brton-  you  l-l-l-lcap.  And  vou  -au't  .l-.io 
nioiv  thiiii  you  .an.  A  hij:  af-f-fair  Iikf  this  wants  l-|-l-ln„k- 
in;;  into,  or  you  may  ru-ru-rnin  voursrlf.  'i'liat  i^  m,  imft 
il  ?  ch':" 

'•<'iTtainly."  .ai.l  tin-  pivsidcnt.  "i  mv-.'lf  am  of  tlic 
opinion  that  m  a  iVw  montlis'  time  you  ,.,,,,1,1  |,iiv  ii|.  tli.'  ,!rhts 
for  a  li\,,Ml  sum  and  pay  hy  in>taliiM'nt>.  Aiia.'  sou  can  ifaii 
■d  (log  a  lon,<r  way  with  a  hit  of  haron.     -.Vh,'!,  a 'man  h.i>  not 

Inrn  ,l,.,daf.'d  hanknipt.  a>  > i  a>  ili,.  hills  an'  in  vour  hainl>. 

you  will  ijc  as  white  as  snow." 

'•A.  s-s-s-snow:-"  said  (iraiulct,  hoI,lin;r  his  hand  to  hi,s 
car.     -.S-s-s-snow?     I  ,l„,rt  undcrst-t-tand." 

"Why.  tlk-n,  just  listen  to  nu':""  cried  the  preshhuit. 

"I  am  I-1-listeiiing " 

"A  bill  ,d'  exchange  is  a  commodity  suhje.t  to  fluctuations 
111  value.  This  is  a  deduction  from  .Jcnuny  BcnthamV  theory 
of  intere.-t.  He  was  a  puMici-t  who  siiow,-d  conclusivefv 
that  the  ])rejudices  entertained  against  nionev-lenders  were 
irrational."' 

"Bless  me!"  put  in  (irandct. 

"And  seeing  that,  according  to  i'.enthani,  monev  itself  is  a 
commodity,  and  that  that  which  niomy  repre.-^ents'i.,  no  le.ss  a 
commodity,"  the  i,resi,J,.nt  went  on;  "and'  since  it  is  obvious 
that  the  commodity  called  a  bill  of  exchange  is  subject  to 
the  same  laws  of  supply  and  denumd  that  control  production 
of  all  kinds,  a  bill  of  ,'\change  bearing  this  or  that  signature, 
like  this  or  that  article  of  commerce,  is  scarce  .,r  plentiful  in 
the  market,  commands  a  high  pren  iuni  or  i~  worth  nothin- 

at    all.    Wiierefore    the   d<'ci<ion    of    this    Court 'i'liere"! 

how  .-tujud  1  am,  I  beg  vour  pardon:  I  nuvin  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  you  could  ea-ily  buy  up  your  brother's  debts  for 
twenty-live  per  cent,  of  their  value."" 

"You  m  m-m-mentionej  Je-je-je  jeremy   Hen " 

"Bcntham,  an   I-]nglisliman." 

"That  is  a  Jeremiah  who  will  save  us  manv  lamentations 
HI  business  matters,"  said  the  notary,  laughing. 


no 
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"The    Knjrii.sh  s-s-.-uinctiniis   have  s-s-s-spmsiblc   riDtions," 
said  (.iraiidf!       •"'I'licii.  accnrdmir  t<i   li-Ficiitliain,  how  if  mv 
l)-li-[)n)lli(r's  1)-ImII>  art-  wonh  ii-n-ii-iiotliiiij:?     If  1  am  ri'dit, 
it    l()(>k>   |(»   tiic   as   if     .     .      .     the   creditors    would 
n-no,  they  wouldn't     ...      I    undcrst-t-laiid." 

"Let  MIC  c\|ilai'i  all  this  to  you,"  said  the  prc-iiicnt.  "In 
law,  if  \ou  hold  all  the  ouI-tandin,<:  l)dls  of  the  Ijrni  of  liran- 
dcl.  your  iiroilicr,  in.-  hcir.s  and  ii'Si.i;n>,  would  ouc  no  <iiic  a 
IH'iiny.     So  far.  .-o  u'dod." 

"(iood,     cili ;  (iraiidct. 

'■.\iid  in  c(|uiiy  ;  >uji;io^c  that  yoiirbrother's  bilL  were  nego- 
tiated upon  ilu'  niarket  (ucpitiaicd,  do  you  understand  the 
incaiiin.u'  of  that  tcnn?)  at  a  los..  of  m.  much  per  cent;  and 
su[i|)o.-e  one  of  your  friend:-  hapjiened  to  he  passing,  and 
bought  up  the  bills;  there  Would  have  been  no  phvsical  force 
bnuight  to  hear  njuui  the  crcdiloiv,  they  gave  them  u])  of  their 
own  free-will,  and  the  estate  of  the  hit''  Granch't  of  Paris 
would  be  clear  in  the  eye  of  the  law." 

'"True,  '  stuttered  the  cooper,  '■b-li-l)nsinoss  is  business.  So 
tliat  is  s-s-s->ctilcd.  Hut,  for  all  that,  you  under.-t-tand  tliat 
it  is  a  d-d-ditliciilt  matter.  I  have  not  the  iii-m-monev.  nor 
lia\e  I  the  t-t-t-tinie,  nor " 

"Yes,  yes:  you  cannot  be  at  the  trouble.  Well,  now,  I  will 
go  to  i'aris  fur  you  if  you  Hkc  (you  must  stand  the  expenses 
of  the  journey,  that  is  a  mero  tritle).  I  will  see  the  creditors, 
and  talk  to  tlicm,  and  juit  them  oil';  it  can  all  be  arranged; 
you  will  ijc  prepared  to  add  something  to  tiie  amount  realized 
by  the  li(pii(huioii  m)  as  to  get  the  bills  into  your  hands." 

"We  ^hall  s-si'c  about  tluit  :  1  cannot  and  irill  not  under- 
t-t-take  anything  uidess  I  know  .  .  .  You  cau"t  d-d-do 
mole  than  ynn  can.  yen  know." 

"(^uite  so.  (piite  so." 

"And  I  am  (piite  bewilde;-<J  with  all  these  head-splitting 
ideas  that  yoii  have  sp-prung  upon  me.  Th-this  is  the  f-f-f- 
lirst  t-tinie  \n  my  l-l-!ife  that  1  have  had  to  th-th-think  about 
such  til " 

■'\es,  ye-,  veil  are  not  a  consulting  barrister."' 
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"I  am  a  [.-p.,,onr  v,„,.,.r..w.T.  an.|  I  know  n-n-noilm..' 
abn„  what  yn„  |,av..  ju^t  t-t-t-tuM  ,„.•;  I  m-m-must  th-tlunk 
It  alt  out. 

"Wdl !  tlK.n,-  lu-an  tlw  jTc-idcnt.  a^  if  he  infant  V 
tho  discussion. 


I  TOO 


pen 


rii- 
ill- 


^V-phow:"  inUTruptcd  thr  notan   ivproafiifuliv. 
"\\fil.  luielr:-"  answ.Tv.l   tlif  prcMiifnt. 
••L<'t  -M.  (Irand.'t  «v\plain  what  hr  means  tn  d,,      h  i.  a  vorv 
important  .pu.M urn,  and  vo,.  a.v  to  rcvivr  hi.  instructiur,; 

Our  dear  friend  mi^du  now  very  pertinently  ^-tati " 

A  knoek  at  the  door  announced  the  arrival  of  thr  d,.-  (iras- 
sms;  th.Mr  ...mini;  and  e.vehan-e  of  -reetinj;..  piwente,!  (' 
oliot   senior   from     fini>hin^r  1,,.^  .-..ntonee.      Nor  wa^   he 
pleased  with  this  diverMon:  (Irandet  was  lookin-  a.kanee  at 
him  ainadv,  an.l  there  was  that  ahout  the  we,,  on  the  .-ooper's 
lace  which  indicated  that  a  Morm  wa<  hrewin-  within.     And 
on  .<oher  reflection   it  seemed   tu  the  eautiou.  notarv  that   a 
president  of  a  court  of  first  in-tance  was  not  .■xa.tlv'the  per- 
son to  dispatcl,  to  Pari..  ih..,v  to  open  ne^^otiations  with  cred- 
itors  and  to  lend  himself  to  a  more  than  dubious  transaction 
which,  however  you  looked  at  it.  hardlv  s.|,nre<l  with  notions 
of  strict  honesty ;  and  not  only  so.  i„i,  i,e  had  partieularlv  no- 
ticed  that  Ooodman  (Irandet   had     >!iown    not    the   ^li.r'hte^ 
inclination  to  disburse  anythin-  whatever,  and  he  trembled 
instinctively  at  the  thou-ht  of  his  n,.pli,.w  beeoniin<^  involved 
m  such  a  business.     He  took  advanta-e  .d"  the  entrance  of  the 
des  (.ra.^sins.  took  his  nepliew  by  the  arm.  and 
the  embrasure  uf  the  wind(jw. 
^    '-Vou  h.ave  ;-.,ne  .luite  as  far  as  there  i.  anv  need,"  hi^  siid 
•that  IS  quite  cnoii-h  n(  >ii  •!,  zeal :  yon  are  overreaehimr  voiir- 
self  in  your  eigerness  to  marry  the  Lnrl.     'fhe  drvil'  "  Vo,i 
shouhl  not  ru-h  into  a  thin.ir  op,.n-m.mtlHMl.  lik,.  •,  crow  at  a 
walnut.     Leav  the  steeriii-  of  th..  siiii.  to  m..  lor  a  bit    and 
just  shift  your  siils  accordin.i:  to  tlie  wind.     Now,  is  it  a  part 
you  oudit  to  play,  compromisin.,'  vour  diirnitv  as  ma-i^trate 
in  such  a "  '  "^ 


drew  liim  into 


lie  broke  of!  sudden.]'.-,  for  he  he.nrd  M    -h-  Cjr.-^-^V 
to  the  old  coopjr,  as  he  held  out  his  liand— 
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"(iraiiilit.   \vc    lijivc     in, nil    ><(    the   ilrc:i(lfiil     mi>l'(irhin('H 

wlliiil  ]\:i\r  hrfiillcll  vniir  l';illiliv  —  lllf  nilli  (if  the  tirill  uf 
•  iiiillauini-  fii'iindct  iiiid  your  brnlhrr".-.  ilfatli;  Wf  have  coine 
to  cxpr.  --  our  .-\  iii|iatiiy  u  iih  \ou  m  ilii>  -ail  i -a  I  a  in  it  v." 

'■  Ihir.'  i-i  only  our  mi-t'ortuiic,"  tlir  notary  itilfrriiptt'd  at 
till-  |ioiiiI — "till'  ihalli  of  the  yoiiiiL'ir  M.  (iramlct;  ami  if 
lie  had  llioii;.dil  In  a.-!;  In-  lirolluT  for  a-.-istaiii-o,  he  uoiild  not 
have  i.ilvi  II  III- own  iifo.  ( Mir  old  fririid  Ihtc,  who  is  a  man  of 
li"ii"r  lo  hi-  tiii^'or  ii|i-,  I-  lu-ojiand  to  di,-cliiir^'>'  llio  drhts 
I  oiiiracl.'d  liy  iho  linn  of  <  i randrl  in  I'ari-.  I n  ordrr  to -j»an' 
our  Iriiiid  liii'  worry  ^i'  what  i,-.  afirr  all,  a  |>ii'ri'  of  lawyer's 
hii-iiii--.  my  nr|ilii-w  ihi'  pro-id. -nl  otlVrs  to -tart  immodiatclv 
for  I'ari-.  -o  as  to  arraii^^'  with  the  cri-ditors,  and  duly  satisfy 
thrir  I  laim.-." 

I'll'-   till' !'■.-   (ira--in-   wore   thorouLdily   taken   ahaek    hv 

the-e  Word-;  (irandet  apiMaiTil  to  aei|uie.-ee  in  what  had  heen 
said,  for  he  was  pm-ively  .-irokm^f  his  chin.  On  their  wav 
to  the  hou-e  ilie  family  had  cornniented  verv  freelv  upon 
(iraiidei'  ni^ruardliness.  and  indeed  had  almost  ^'oiie  so  far 
as  to  ae(U>e  him  of  fratricide. 

'•Ah  I  jii.-t  what  1  expeetoij  I"  cried  the  haTiker,  lookin,;: 
at  his  wife.  -What  was  1  sayin^r  to  you  only  just  now  as  we 
came  alonir,  M ;  le.  des  (iras>ins?  (iraiide;.  I  -aid  is  •■  map 
who  will  never  -werve  a  hair's-hreadlh  from  the  -triet  i-ourse 
of  honor;  he  will  not  t;ndiire  the  thoiij,dit  of  the  sliirhtest  >pot 
on  his  name  I  .Money  without  honor  is  a  di-ease.  OliI  we 
liave  a  keen  r-en,-e  of  honor  in  ihe  provinces  I  'i'liis  i-  nohh^ — 
really  iiohle  id"  yon,  (irandet.  I  am  an  old  ,-oldier,  and  I  ilo 
Hot  miiiee  matters,  I  -ay  what  I  think  strai^dit  out:  and  inIUi' 
Ivinn  rn  s .'    this  is  sublime  I" 

•■'rheii  the  s-s--uh-suhlime  ciwts  a  ,<rreat  d-d-deal,"  -tuttered 
the  cooper,  as  tiie  hanker  shook  him  warmly  hv  thi  hand. 

■■JJut  this,  my  irnod  (Irandet  (no  otFcnce  to  vou,  M.  le 
rre-ideiii).  i-  .-imply  a  matter  of  husines-,"  des  Grassins 
went  on,  ■"and  rc(|uires  an  experienced  man  of  !)iisinos.s  to 
deal  wiili  it.  There  will  have  to  he  accounts  kept  of  sale.s  and 
outguiiiLT  e.xiiciisc'i ;  you  ouglii  to  have  tables  of  intorest  at 


rT'r;i:\ii:  ckamikt 
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yoiir  finjrtT  vuA<      I  inii-t  _'..  to  I'an-  - n  hii-inr^s  of  mv  ..wn, 

illnl    I   ('oiilil   llluli  I  i.iKc      -  -■■ 

'•'i'lifii  uc  iimst  >->-«(■(■  !)'  It  it.  aihl  t-t-i-trv  to  ;irran;.'t' 
li-tMccii  ii>  to  p-piaoMii,.  iur  aiiMii;.:.  that  iii-iiia\  t  t  turn 
up.  hut  I  (lil-doirt  want  to  111'  i|-(|  lawi!  into  ai)\tiiiiiLr  tliiit 
I  woiiM  raihrr  not  .l-d-d-.lo."  lonsiinir-l  (liamlrt.  -iMcan^.., 
Viiu  sec.  M.  Ic  riv^hlciit  naturally  \vaii!~  inc  to  |ia\  his  r\- 
|ifn.-<>.  ■  'I'hi'  ;:o(h|  tiiaii  ili.l  not  -tatninrr  out  ihc^'  !a-t 
Won  Is. 

'•Kh:-"  .-.;iiu  Miw.  (Ir,  Cra^-ifi^.  "Why.  it  i-  a  jilrasiir." 
!')  stay  in  I'ari.-:  For  my  pari.  I  ^hoiilil  !»■  ^'hul  to  l'o  th-T.' 
at  my  own  c.xim'iisc."' 

Sht'  niadi'  a  >ij:n  to  h.r  hii-hanil.  nr-lti-  hitii  to  ,ri/,.  this 
opportunity  of  rhsconititm-  ih.,r  (M.'ini.-.  ;in,l  .-h-ai  thrin  of 
thi'ir  mission.  'I'hcii  Aw  lluuu'  a  wiilicrini:  -iaiic.  at  the  now 
(•rc>tfal!fn  aii'l  ini-crah'i'  ('i-uclioi..  (;ran(|ft  mmzimI  tho 
hanker  hy  th.'  huttonholc  and  divw  jiim  a-ido. 

"1  ,-hoiild  f.cl  far  iiinrv  confiiliMici'  in  mi  than  in  the  presi- 
'l«'iit."'  lie  remarked  :  '■and  hendes  that."  he  added  (ami  the 
wen  twitelied  a  little),  '-tln're  are  other  lidi  to  frv.  I  want  to 
iiuike  an  investment.  I  h,i\e  ^e\efal  thou-and  i'rane.-  t.i  piil 
into  eon>ol>.  and  1  don't  mean  to  pay  more  than  ei;,ditv  for 
tlietn.  Now.  from  all  1  (an  lie.ir.  that  maehine  alwavs'run.s 
down  at  the  end  of  th,.  muiith.  Vun  know  all  ahmit  the.so 
tiling's.  J  expei  I  ;-" 

-I'anli.it:  I  -hoiild  think  I  did.  Well.  thrn.  I  .-hdl  liave 
to  hiiy  >e\eral  thou-aml  li\res  worth  of  eon.-,'-  fop  voii  r" 

".lust  iiy  w;iy  of  a  hi';.ii)iiiiio-,  p,„t  nm,,,.  |  u.mt  to  plav 
at  this  game  without  let  l  in;:  any  one  know  ahont  it.  Voii 
wdl  hiiy  them  for  me  ,it  the  end  of  the  nioml,,  and  sav  noth- 
in;,'  to  ttie  Cruehots;  it  would  ,.idy  animy  liicm.  .Siiu-e  vou 
are  <:oin,i:  to  Paris,  we  might  as  well  ,-ee  at  tlu'  same  liine 
what  trum[)s  are  for  my  poor  nephew's  sake." 

"That  is  an  under.-tood  thiiiL'.  I  shall  travel  po,t  to  Paris 
to-morrow,"  .said  de-^  (;ra-:>ii!^  aloud,  "and  I  will  eome  round 
to  take  your  linal  iu3truction.s  at — wiieii  .-had  \\<-  sav?'" 
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'"At  t'iv<'  (>"(liiik.  hct'iin'  (linntT."  saiil  llie  vino^Tower,  rub- 

LlillLT  ll!-  liain!~. 

'I'll!'  l\V(i  factidii.-  for  a  little  while  romaiiKHl  faciiii:  each 
(illicr.  Do  (ira.-.'itis  lii'"kc  the  silence  a,^aiii,  i-la{)i)iii,i:  <Jran- 
(Ict  oil  the  >hinililcr.  ami  .-ayiii;:— 

"it  is  a  tiiic  ihinu'  1"  liave  a  ■^miil  uncle  liki " 

"Ve-.  yi's."  n'tiinicil  (Iraiidet,  falliiii:  iiit<>  tiie  stammer 
a^'ain.  ■"withnut  m-makiiiL:'  any  |)-i)-]iaraiie  ahmit  it  ;  I  am  a 
p'lMiil  iiiicic:  I  l-l-i')V(.'(l  :iiy  brother;  1  will  give  p-p-p-proof 
of  it,  if-if-if  I!  il-duesn'i  onst " 

Luckily  the  hanker  iiiterrupted  him  at  tliis  ])ohu. 

■■\Vc  iiiic-t  ,1:0.  (irandet.  If  I  am  to  set  out  soont-r  than  I 
intcndcil,  I  shall  have  to  see  after  some  business  at  once  be- 
fore I  iro." 

'"Iii.irlit,  (piitc  right.  I  myself,  in  connection  with  you 
know  what,  nui-t  p-p-put  on  my  (■nns-s-sider'iig  cap,  as  P- 
I'roidciit  ('ruchot  s-s->a\>.'" 

"I'laguc  take  it  I  I  am  110  longer  .M.  d"  lionfons."  tliought 
the  magistral(>  nioodily.  an<i  Ids  fact'  I'cll  :  he  looked  like  a 
j'u.Il:!'  who  i-  horcd  by  the  cau.~f  li.'fore  him. 

The  heads  of  the  rival  clan^  went  out  togi.ihcr.  Both  had 
eotiipletely  forgotten  (Irandet's  ireaihennis  crime  of  that 
morning:  Id-  disloyal  behavior  had  faded  fr'i.n  their  minds. 
They  ^oiiinleil  (  adi  other,  but  to  110  purpose.  ;i~  to  the  good- 
man's  real  iiiieiiiions  (if  intentions  he  had)  in  thi.-  new  turn 
that  matters  had  taken. 

■'.\re  you  (oneng  with  us  to  Mme.  Dorsonval's?"  des  (i'-as- 
.sins  asked  tlie  notary. 

■■\\'e  are  going  there  later  on,"  replied  the  ])resident. 
■'With  my  nncle's  permission,  we  will  go  li,\-l  to  see  Mile,  de 
(irihe;iucourt  :  I  ]ironused  just  to  look  in  on  Ipt  to  say  good- 
night." 

"We  >li.:iU  meet  again,  then."  smiled   Mnie.  des  (rrassins. 

i'.iit  when  the  des  (!rassin~  were  at  some  di-taiice  fnun  the 
two  t'ruchots.  .\dolphe  said  to  his  father.  "They  are  in  a 
jireity  stew,  eh  ?" 

"ilushl"    returned  his  mother,  "they  can  very  likely  hear 
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wliat  we  arp  Miyinf'-,  and  lic-ii!.-..  that  remark  of  vours  •\va>  iml 
in  irooil  la>te:  it  s-ound.-  like  one  <;l'  vntir  law  -rimol  iihra.-es." 


"Well,  iinele!"  cried  the  nia.ei-t ral e.  whrn  he  -aw  the  des 
Crassins  were  out  of  (,.".r;  <>;.  "I  hc;.'an  by  heui^'  I'reHdi'iit  de 
lioiifens,  and  en(h'd    t-  iihiin  r;;;-hei." 

■'1  <aw  ni\M'll'  th;  uit  \,(Te  rather  juit  ont  almiit  ii  ;  and 
the  (K's  (;ra.-~ins  too,  ;i:  wind  oiii  of  (jiir  .-ails,  ilow  .-tnjiid 
you  are.  for  all  your  .-liai|M.,  .  '  Let  ///-/);  set  sail,  on  th;? 
.-triMieili  (d'  a  "We  .sliall  see'  from  (Jraiidet;  he  ea.sy.  my  hoy, 
Kup''nie  siiall  marry  you  i'ny  all  that." 

A  low  moments  later,  and  the  n^ws  of  (Irandet's  ma,L'na- 
iiindty  was  set  eireulaliii_'  m  thrt-e  houses  at  umr ;  the  wholo 
town  lalkeil  of  nothin.:  hu;  (Irandet's  devotion  to  his  brother. 
The  sale  of  his  viiua;:e  in  utter  disre;,'ard  of  the  a;j;reement 
made  ainont:  ihe  vineirroW(.-rs  wa.s  forptfien;  every  one  fell 
to  praisin^r  his  serujuilous  inte.'irity.  and  to  lauding:  las  {rou- 
erosity.  a  (jualily  wldcli  no  one  had  .-usjieeted  i:im  of  ])os.si'ss- 
inj:.  Tiiei'e  i-  ih;.'  in  the  French  <  haracter  which  is  readily 
excited  to  fury  or  t<i  jiassionate  eiithu.-iasni  hy  anv  meteor 
that  appears  above  their  horizon,  that  is  captivat.-d  liy  the 
bravery  of  a  blatant  fact.  Can  it  be  that  collectively  men 
have  no  memories  ? 

As  soon  as  Grandet  had  bolted  the  house  duor  be  called  to 
Xanon. 

"Don't  po  to  bed,"  he  said,  "and  don't  unchain  the  do<:; 
there  is  s-nnethin.Lr  to  be  done,  and  we  must  do  it  totrether. 
Cornoiller  will  be  round  with  the  carria.L'c  from  Froidfond  at 
eleven  o'clock.  Vou  must  sit  up  for  him.  and  let  him  in 
quietly:  don't  let  him  rap  ai  the  door,  and  tell  him  n')t  to 
mak(  a  noise.  You  ,<ret  into  trouble  witli  the  [lolice  if  you 
raise  a  racket  at  nitrlit.  And  besides,  there  is  no  need  to  let 
all  the  quarter  know  that  I  am  <roinfr  out." 

Having:  thus  delivered  Inmself.  r.rand(>t  went  up  to  his 
laboratory,  and  Xanoji  lieard  him  -tirrinir  about,  rummacrinfr, 
jroini:  a. id  coming,  all  with  LTeat  caution.  (^l(\'irlv  he  had  no 
wish  to  waken  his  wife  or  dauirhter.  and  above  all  thinjrs  he 
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(li>irc(]  in  iiowi-c  to  excite  any  suspicion  in  tlie  mind  of  his 
iii-|i!i<'\v  :  lie  had  ,-ern  that  a  iii^ht  was  Imrnin;,''  in  the  young 
man's  i-oom.  .-md  had  ciir-cd  hi>  ndativc  fofliiwith. 

Ill  ihr  midd!"  (iT  the  ii!.:iil  Kn^enic  heard  a  sound  like  tho 
frro,i;i  .i|'  a  d\  iii;j  man  :  Iht  eousin  was  always  in  her  thou,i,dits, 
anil  l''.n-  her  ih.'  d\iiiLr  man  was  Charles.  How  white  ;ind 
di'.-|>aii';nLr  iie  had  looked  wlicn  ho  wished  her  ;:ood-niLrht  ; 
jieriiap-  !:o  had  killed  liim-ell'.  Siic  ha-tily  wi-appod  horsell'  in 
he!'  ciiea-liinc.  a  son  of  lon;^'  cloak  with  a  hood  to  it.  and  de- 
termin  d  lo  iT"  Io  ,-cr  i'-ir  horsell'.  Some  ray.s  nf  hright  light 
.-ireamii!:,''  liirnnL;li  ili.'  erai-ks  of  Iht  door  frightened  hor  not 
a  liliic  at  first,  nerliaps  the  house  was  on  tiro;  hut  she  was 
soon  rra,-.~ured.  She  could  hear  Xanon's  heavy  footsteps  out- 
side, :uid  ihe  .-onnd>  of  llie  old  servant's  voice  mingled  with 
the  neighing  <-d'  .-e\eral  Jiorses. 

'■('an  my  fatiier  he  taking  Charles  away'r"  she  asked  her- 
self, as  she  set  her  d'Hir  ajar  cauiiou>ly,  for  fear  the  hinges 
should  creak,  lo  that  slu'  could  watch  all  that  was  going  on  in 
the  corridor. 

All  at  once  her  I'yes  met  those  of  her  father,  and.  ahsent 
anil  iiulili'erent  as  they  looked,  a  euid  shudder  ran  through 
her.  'I'he  cooper  and  Nation  were  coming  along  carrying 
sonietliiiig  whieh  iiuiiLr  hy  a  ■L.in  from  a  stout  cudgel,  one 
I'lid  of  wluch  re-ied  on  ihe  I'iglil  siioulder  of  either;  th(>  some- 
thing w;.s  a  litile  harrcl  >uch  a>  (Iramlel  sometiiiie-  amused 
himself  hy  making  in  the  hakehouse,  when  he  had  nothing 
better  to  do. 

■"Holy  Virgin!  how  heavy  it  is.  sir  I"  said  Xanon  in  a 
whi>per. 

"What  a  pity  it  i-  onh  full  of  pence  I"  replied  the  cooper. 
"[.<iok'  oul  !  oi-  vou  will  Knock  down  ihe  candlestick." 

'I'iie  >cene  Was  lighted  hv  a  single  caiidli'  set  hetweeu  two 
halii-Ier-. 

'■('ornoiller."  said  Crandet  to  Ins  gamekeeper  ;'/(  partibus, 
"have  vol!   \inir  pistols  with  vou 'r" 

■'Xo,  -ir.  Lord,  love  you!  Wiiat  can  there  be  to  fear  for 
a  keg  of  t-oppers';"" 
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"Oh  I  nothiii-,  ndiliiiiL'."'  .-aiil  (idddmaii  (Inimlci. 

''Bfsidi's,  \vt  iiall  ;:<■!  iiviT  the  L:r(Mi,iiI  ipiic  kly,"  tlir  koopor 
went  on;  "yoiw  ti'iiunt-  have  pK-kni  (Hit  their  Im-^i  linrx'.-  for 
you." 

"Wfil,  M-i'll.  You  (lid  nut  let  them  know  wlien>  I  was 
froiii<r.-'" 

''I  did   not    know  thai    invsclf." 

"Ii!,i,dit.      !>  t!i('  (•arriau''<'  stronirlv  huiit:"' 

'•That's  all  ri,i;-ht.  nii.-tcr.  Why.  what  i.-  tho  woi<rht  of  a 
iVw  paltry  barrels  like  thoM'  uf  yMirs!-  h  wniild  earrv  two 
or  three  thou.siiid  of  tlio  like  of  liieni," 

'■Well,  sai.l  Xanoii.  "I  know  there's  prot'v  v.'el!  oiLditoon 
hundred  v.-eii:iit  liirri',  that  there  i- !"" 

'•Will  you  h(,ld  \it\\v  t'ln.irne.  Xanon!  You  tell  my  wife 
that  1  have  ;M,ne  into  the  country,  and  tliat  I  shall  he  haek 
to  dinner. —  Hurry  up,  Cornoiller:  we  must  he  in  An^xcrs 
before  nine  o"e!nek." 

The  earriai^e  ,-!aried.  Xanon  lK)]ied  t!ie  ^'ateway.  let  tlie 
dog  loose,  and  lay  down  and  slept  in  spite  of  her  bruised 
shoulder:  an.l  no  one  iti  the  (piarter  had  any  suspicion  of 
Grandefs  journey  or  of  its  ohje.t.  The  worthy  man  wa^  a 
miracle  of  circumspeetio;).  Xobedy  ever  saw  a  jiennv  King 
about  in  that  house  full  of  gold.  11.^  had  learned  that  morn" 
ing  from  the  gossip  on  the  (piay  that  some  vessels  were  being 
fitted  out  at  Xantcs,  and  that  in  cuiLMMjuence  gold  was  so 
.scarce  there  that  it  wa.-  w..rili  double  its  ordinarv  value,  and 
speculators  were  buying  it  in  .Vngers.  The  oh'l  cooper,  by 
tile  sim]»le  device  of  borrowing  his  tenants'  horses,  was  pre- 
pared to  sell  his  go!,:  at  .Vngers,  receiving  in  return  an  order 
upon  the  Treasury  from  the  Keeeiver-tJeneral  for  the  sum 
destined  for  the  purchase  of  his  consols,  and  an  addition  in 
the  shape  of  the  premium  paid  on  his  gold. 

"My   father  is  going  out,"  .slid    Kugenie  to   lierself.      She 

had  heard  all  that  had  passed  from  the  head  ef  the  <taircase. 

Silence  reigned  once  more  in  the  house.     Th.'  rattle  of  the 

wheels  in  the  streets  of  sleeping  Sauniur  '^w^w  more  an<i  more 

distant,  and  at  last  died  away.     Then  it  was  that  a  sound 
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srcnnd  to  reach  KuLTcnic"-  lii'urt  liclnrc  it  fell  on  !ior  a 

■■vailiiiLT   -'iiiiiil    that    raii,>r   tiirciiixli    the  thin    wall.-   ai  —it 

cainr  fnnii  niT  rini~jn',~  rdoni.  'i'hin'  wi-  a  tliin  line  m  light, 
-cai'irjy  «  j(|(  r  tliai:  a  !<tiifi'  cili:!'.  iifricitji  his  dnor:  the  ravs 
slant.. I  ihr-iiLrh  tlir  .iai-kticss  ami  left  a  hri^^ht  gli^aniing  bar 
aJciiL;'  till'  hahi-iii'-.  of  tlir  i-razv  -taircaM'. 

'■"'■  i-  "nliaiipv  ■'  >\\v  said,  as  she  wmt  up  a  little  further. 

.\  .-e.-iiiKJ  niujin  hriiiiL:lit  her  to  the  landinir  ahovo  Thc! 
dour  .-I. mm!  ajar:  >lie  liini-t  it  np.  ii.  Charles  was  sleeping 
i'l  I'l''  I'lrkeiy  ii'd  ai-iiicjiair.  lii~  head  dmopeil  over  to  one 
.-ide.  his  hand  Iiiuil:-  ilown  and  nearl\-  tnuclied  tiie  lloor,  the 
pen  that  he  iiad  let  fall  lay  henealh  his  lingers.  Lving  in  thi.s 
pnsitiun.  hi>  hre;ii!i  cii.,;,.  in  ,pii,.|<_  sharp  jerks  tJiat  .startled 

Kllgellle.       Sh.'   entered    ha-lilv. 

'"He  e|,i,t  he  Very  tired."  she  said  to  lier.-elf,  as  she  saw 
a  dnzen  .-e.i'i'd  letter-  l\iiig  ou  tile  tahle.     She  read  the  ad- 

dresse. MM.    F'irri/.    /!f  ihinni   mnl   Cn..   curriaije   bnililcrs; 

M.  Jhii^sun,  I'lihir:  and  -o  fnrih. 

"Of  eonrse.  he  has  he.  n  -etiling  his  all'airs.  so  that  he  may 
leave  France  as  Mmn  as  p.).--.ili!e.'"  ^hi'  thotiirht. 

Her  eves  l\-\\  iip,,n  t \vn  unhealed  h'tters.  One  of  them 
began— ".My  dear  Annette  .  .  ."  she  felt  dazed,  and 
could  see  nothiiiLr  more  for  a  niuiuent.  Her  heart  heat  fast^ 
her  f<'ct  .-eenieij  L'liied  to  the  lluor. 

"Jlis  (/,'<ir  AiiN.llr'      He    loves,    he    i.-    hi.doved ! 
Then  then'  is  no  tn,,!-,.  hope!     .     .     .     What  does  he  say  to 
her:  '     Tlie-e  thou._';it-  fhishe.i  through  her  heart  and  brain. 
Slu'  reail   the  werd-  everywhere:   on   the  walls,  on   the  verv 
lloor,  in  letters  of  lire. 

"-Must  I  give  him  nji  a!read\  :  No,  I  will  not  read  the  let- 
ter. 1  iiiight  not  to  Slay  .  .  .  And  yet.  even  if  I  did 
read   it  :" 

She  looked  at  Charles,  gently  took  his  head  in  her  hand.-, 
and  [-.ropjied  it  again:-!  t:ie  hack  of  the  diair.  He  submitted 
like  a  child,  who  even  wluli'  he  is  sleeping  knows  that  it  is 
his  mother  who  is  bending  over  him,  and.  without  wakinsr, 
feels   his   niotiier\s   ki.-se.-.      Like   a   mother,    Eugenie   raised 
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Ihc  (Iroopin-  l;aii '.  aii.i,  Iik<'  a  nether,  hii.!  a  .-oft  ki-.-  mi 
hk-  hair.  " />>  ar  Anm  ttc .'"  A  inorkiii-  voice  .-hrickL'il  tin; 
W(ir(l,->   in  Ikt  car. 

"1  kiinu-  that  [HThai^  '  '""}  '"'  il"iiiL:  wnmi;,  but  I  will 
read  that  h'tti-r."  .-he  >aiil. 

Kucreiiic  turned  lier  rves  away:  Iier  hi-Ii  h.'Hsc  of  honor  r<'- 
proaehcd  her.  For  tli.'  lir.-t  lime  ui  her  life  then'  \va,>  a  .-trii::- 
gle  hetWeen  -ood  and  evil  in  her  ,-oiiL  lliihe,  ,  ,,l,e  h.'hl 
iK'V.'r  (hjiie  aiiythin;:  for  whii-li  >he  n.e,h.d  to  hhi-ii.  I.ove 
and  curiosity  >ih'nce<l  her  scrujdo.  Her  hiMri  >ue!led  hi.dier 
with  everv  piirase  as  she  read:  h-r  cjui,  ken.  d  jiiik-es  .-eeme.l 
to  send  a  .-^harp,  tin-rlin^'  ,i:lo\v  through  her  veins,  and  to 
heighten  the  vivid  ciuotion.s  of  hi'r  lir^t  love. 

"My  dk.vk  Ann'kttk.— Xothinj:  .should  have  power  to  scpa- 
ran'  Uti  save  this  overwhehnin,::  eahiinity  thai  has  hefalleu 
me,  a  calamity  tiiat  no  human  foresight  could  have  ))redicted. 
My  father  lias  died  liy  his  <.\vn  liaiid  :  his  fortinu'  and  mine 
are  Ixith  irretrievahly  lost.  1  am  left  an  orphan  at  an  a<:e 
wlien.  with  the  kind  of  education  1  have  received.  I  am  almost 
a  child;  and.  nevertheless,  I  mu,-t  now  eiideavoi-  to  .^iunv  mv- 
sclf  a  man,  and  to  rise  from  the  d.irk  depths  inio  which 
I  have  btrn  linrK'd.  I  have  heeii  spendin-  part  of  mv  time 
to-ni{iht  in  revolvin;j  plans  for  my  future,  if  I  am  to  leave 
France  a.s  an  honest  man,  as  of  cour.-e  [  mean  to  do.  I  have 
not  a  Inindred  francs  that  1  can  call  my  own  with  which  to 
tempt  fate  in  tlic  Indies  or  in  America.  Ye-:,  niy  poor  .\nna, 
I  am  going  in  (Sliest  of  fortune  to  the  mo-t  ileadly  foreign 
climes.  Beneath  such  skies,  they  say.  fortunes  are  rapidly 
and  surely  made.  As  for  living  on  in  I'aris.  I  could  mit 
bring  my.self  to  do  it.  I  could  not  face  the  coldness,  the  con- 
tempt, and  the  afi'ronts  that  a  ruined  man,  the  son  of  a  hank- 
ru|)t.  i.s  sure  to  receive,  (Ireat  lieaven  !  to  owe  two  millions! 
.  .  .  I  should  fall  in  a  duel  ixd'ore  a  week  had  pa.-^-ed. 
So  I  shall  not  return  to  Paris.  Your  lovt — the  tenderest.  the 
most  devoted  love  that  ever  ennobled  the  heart  .d'  man- 
would  not  seeic  to  draw  me  back.     Alas!  my  darling,  1  have 
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no)  monoy  cnnu^'h  to  tak.-  mo  to  you.  that  F  niijjht  give  and 
mrive  one  la.-t  kis>,  a  ki>s  that  .^Iiould  put  streni^^th  into  me 
/or  tlie  ta<k  tliat  lifs  bet'uiv  inf     .     .     ."' 

"I'onr  CliarLs.  I  ,lul  wdi  to  ivad  this.  I  have  money,  and 
lie  shall  have  it."  .-aid  Ku.L'enie.  She  went  on  witli  the"  letter 
whru  .-lie  cuiilii  .-ee   fer  lur  tear.s. 

-I  have  nni  even  he-un  to  think  of  the  hardship.-;  of  pov- 
f-rty.  Snpi.MMii--  tiiai  1  iiiid  |  jiave  tiie  liun.lred  hmi^  to  pay 
for  my  pa.-.^age  mu,  1  have  not  a  -mi  to  lay  out  <mi  a  trading 
venture.  Vet.  no;  I  shall  not  Have  a  hundred  joui.s.  nor  ve't 
a  liuudnd  SMU.-;  1  have  no  idea  whether  anvthing  will  he  left 
when  1  ha\e  -•tiled  all  my  drifts  in  l'ari>.'  If  there  is  noth- 
ing, i  .-hall  .-inijily  g,,  to  Nantes  and  work  inv  pa>sage  out. 
1  \vill  hru.n  at  the  h.itiom  uf  the  ladder,  like'manv  a'nother 
man  of  eiin-y  wjio  has  ->„„.  ,,ut  to  the  indies  as  a'penniie.s.s 
youth,  to  return  theiiee  a  ndi  man.  Tlii>  mornitH4-  I  hegan 
to  lu'.k  my  future  .-teadiiy  m  t!ie  faee.  If  is  far  harderlor 
nie  than  fur  othrr.-;  1  have  i,een  the  pnted  ehihi  of  a  mother 
who  idolized  me.  indulpMl  hy  the  he-t  and  kindest  'f  fathers; 
and  at  my  very  entrance  into  liie  world  I  met  with  the  love 
ol  ail  Anna!  As  yet  1  have  only  known  the  primrose  paths 
of  life:  Mieh  happiness  coiild  not  last.  Yet.  dear  Annette, 
I  have  more  f.)riitude  than  eoiild  be  looked  for  from  a 
thought les.-  y(niih:  above  all,  from  a  young  man  thus  lapped 
round  m  happine»  from  the  eradle,  .spoiled  and  flattered  by 
the  nu).-t  delightful  woman  in  Paris,  the  darling  of  Fortune, 
whose  wislies  were  a-  law  to  a  father  who  .  .  .  Oh!  my 
father:  He  is  dead,  Annette!  .  ,  .  Well.  I  have 
thought  .seriously  over  my  position,  and  I  have  likewise 
thought  over  yours.  I  have  grown  nnieli  older  in  the  la.st 
twenty-f(uir  hours.  Dear  .\nna.  even  if,  to  ki-..p  nw  beside 
you,  you  Were  to  give  up  all  the  lu.xuries  that  you  enjoy,  your 
box  at  the  opera,  and  your  toilette,  we  should  not  have  nearly 
sutlieient  for  the  neeessary  expenses  of  the  extravagant  life 
that  1  am  aecnstomed  to ;  and  besides,  I  could  not  think  of 
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allowing  yoii  to  mak.-  mkIi  s;uriiie('.<  for  nw.     To-dav,  ihero- 
forc,  \v(!  pari  loicvor."' 

'•Then  this  is  to  takf  Icavo  of  her!  ,iaintr  Virrgc'  what 
haj)])iiifssl" 

Ku^'tMiic  started  and  irenil.led  for  joy.  Cliarl-s  stirred  in 
Ids  chair,  and  Kugenie  felt  a  chill  of  dn'ad.  I.u.kily,  lirw- 
ever,  he  did  lun  wake.     Slic  wciit  on  rea.-Ji;,'. 

"When  shall  1  come  Imek?     I  cannot  t-ll.     Kuropeans  prow 
old   before  their  time  in  tho,-c   irnpical  count  no.  c>pc(,aallv 
Kuropeans  wlio  work  hard.     Let   us  look   I'orward  aud  trv  to 
see  ourselves  in  ten  years'  time.     In  ten  years  from  now  vour 
little  girl  will  he  eighteen  years  old;  she  will  l)e  vour  con.-tant 
companion:  tiuit  is,  she  will  he  a  .-py  upon  you.  "  If  tiie  world 
will   judge   you    very    harshly,   your   daughter   will    prohahly 
judge  more  harshly  still:  such  ingratitude  on  a  young  girl's 
part  i.s  common  enough,  and  we  know  how  the  world  regards 
these  things.     Let  us  take  warning  and  he  wi>e.     Onlv^'kecp 
the  memory  of  those  four  years  of  happiness  in  the  depths 
<d'  your  soul,  as  1  shall  keep  them  huried  in   ndne:  and   be 
faitliful.  if  ynu  can,  to  your  poor  frii^nd.     I  ^hall  not  be  too 
e.\acting,  dear  .\nnette;  for,  as  you  can  .-^ee.  I  niu-i  submit 
to  my  altered  lot  :  1  am  compelled  to  h.nk  at  life  in  a  busine.-^.s- 
like  way.  and  to  base  my  calculation-  on  dull,   |)rn,siic  fact. 
So  1  ought  to  think  of  marriage  as  a  iiece^-arv  .-tep  in   niy 
new  e.\k-tenee;  and    1    will  confess  to  you   that' here,  m   niv 
uncle's  liouse  in  Saumur.  there  is  a  cor-.n   \vb,<,'  manners, 
face,    character,    and    heart    you    W(ndd    approve;     and    who, 
moreover,  has,  it  ap[)ears " 

"How  tired  he  must  have  been  to  break  otf  like  this  when 
he  was  writing  to  iin-.'"  said  Kugenie  to  her-elf.  a-  the  letter 
ended  abruptly  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence.  She  was  readv 
with  p.'ccuses  for  him. 

How  was  it  possible  that  an  ine\p,.rieneed  girl  ^lloll1d  dis- 
cover tiie  eoKlness  and  .^dii.-hriess  of  this  letier'--      i.\,r  .•„,,„,., 
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jxirls,  n '.'ioiL-lv  !)roii;:lit  ii|i  us  she  had  iircii.  an'  innocent 
ar"l  iin-ii-i.iii  ini;'.  ami  i^n  .-rf  nol'iiii;:  Imi  hue  when  they 
ha\('  M'l  font  in  \u\r'r  ciK  liaiiird  kiii^'ilutn.  It  i-  a>  if  a  light 
from  hraMMi  -huiic  in  their  dwii  suul.-,  >hf(l(!in<.'  its  ImiinH 
iiptiii  their-  path:  tiieir  |c>\er  chines  traiisfi^Lrurcd  ht't'orc  thoin 
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|er\,  radiant  witli  I'air  colors  from  love's  iiiafiic 


fire~.  and  endowed  with  iiolile  tliouirhts  which  jierhaps  in 
trnih  are  none  of  lii>.  Women's  errors  >[)rin,t:.  for  the  most 
pail,  fr';m  a  iiejief  in  goodiie>s,  ami  a  eonlidenee  in  truth. 
In  I'luevnie's  lieari  the  words,  ""Mv  dear  Annette — my  ho- 
loved,"  eelioed  like  the  faii'e.-t  laii^ua^ie  of  love;  they  stirred 
lier  .-(Mil  like  or,:iaii  niusic — like  the  divine  nolo  of  the  Vrnitc 
udon  iiiiis  falliiii:  upon  her  ears  in  childhood. 

Surely  the  tears,  not  dry  even  yet  uj)on  her  eou-m's  eyelids, 
betokeiieil  the  innate  m>hiiit\  of  nature  that  never  fails  to 
nllra<  1  a  youiii:  .irirl.  llow  could  she  know  that  Charles'  lovo 
and  ;^ricf  for  hi-  fatlier.  alheit  jreiiuine,  was  due  rather  to  the 
fact  til;  hi.s  faliier  had  loved  him  than  to  a  dee])ly-r()oteJ 
alTectioii  on  111.-  own  part  for  his  father?  M.  and  Mm(\  (Juil- 
laume  (irandei  had  indulged  their  son's  every  whim:  every 
])!ca.-iire  liiat  wealth  could  bestow  had  been  his;  and  thus  it 
followed  liial  he  had  never  heeii  tempted  to  make  the  hideous 
calculations  tliat  are  only  too  common  ainouLr  the  younger 
niemhers  of  a  family  in  Paris,  when  they  .see  around  them 
nil  the  delights  of  Parisian  life,  and  relleet  with  disgust  that, 
so  long  as  their  parents  are  alive,  all  these  enjoyments  are  not 
for  them.  'I'he  strange  result  of  the  father's  lavish  kindness 
had  hecii  a  .-trong  alfection  on  the  part  of  his  son.  an  affection 
nnalloyed  by  any  after  thoii_.it.  \\\\X.  fo.  all  that.  Charles 
was  a  thorough  child  of  Paris,  with  the  Parisian's  habit  of 
mind;  .\nnetle  herself  hail  impressed  upon  him  the  impor- 
tance of  thinking  out  .ill  the  conseijuences  of  every  step;  he 
was  not  \ontliful,  despiite  the  mask  of  youth. 

lie  had  receiv<'d  tiie  detestable  education  of  a  world  in 
which  more  crimes  (in  thought  and  word  at  least)  are  com- 
mitted in  one  evening  than  come  before  a  court  of  justice 
ill  the  course  of  a  whole  session;  a   world  in   which  great 
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ideas  porisli.  d,,,,.-  i,.  ,1,  .rj,  |,v  a  wittid^m.  an,l  wIi.to  it  i-; 
rcckdiK'd  a  wrakiir.-s  not  t„  sw  i)jiii-x  a^  tlirv  aro.  To  <iv 
thill-,  as  thry  arr— that  nirans,  h^l^'V,.  in  n-.thm-,  ].ut  faith 
"i  iintl„!,._r  and  in  no  man.  fu,-  Hh-.v  is  no  .,u,.l,  thm-  as  sin- 
(vrity  in  ,,,.iniM,i  ,,r  air..,-t,on  ;  nii>tnist  cwnt-.  for  oven  rvcnts 
iit  tnn..s  havi'  h.rn  known  to  ho  inanulac-turLMl.  'J'o  s,v  thin-s 
a.~  th.._v  aiv  ynii  „iu>t  \voi,-h  your  IViond's  |,ur,,o  niornin--  hv 
""•rnin-;  v,n  „mst  kn.nv  l,y  in>tin.-i  thr  ri-ht  nion,,.;it  -  ■  in'- 
lorlorr  lor  your  ..wn  proiii  ,„  ,.v,.ry  niattor  thai  tiirn^  up; 
you  rnu>t  ko,p  ynur  jud-in.'nl  ri-nrou<lv  sn^p.^ndrd,  l,o  in 
no  hurry  to  adniiro  a  work  of  an  or  a  nohlo  d,vd,  and  -ive 
t'Vfry  oiif  (T.Miit  tor  intert-stod  motives  on  cwrv  T,u>sihlc''or- 
casion.  ■    ' 

After  many  folhcs,  tho  ^^,,,1  ladv.  the  fair  Ann.tt-  rom- 
I.Hk-d  Charhs  to  tiiink  MTiou.ly:  sho  talked  to  hnn  of  his 
fulun-.  I)a^^ln-  a  fra^q-ant  han.'l  throu-h  his  hair,  an,]  im- 
parted eounsel  t.i  him  on  tho  art  of  .trettin-  on  in  iho  worhl. 
while  she  twist. 'd  a  stray  eurl  ah.>nt  her  fin^H'rs.  Slio  had' 
made  him  eH'ominate.  and  now  .die  set  lierself  to  make  a  ma- 
terialist of  him.  a  twofohi  w.,rk  of  demoralization,  a  eorriin- 
tion  none  the  U.s>  dra.ily  heeau.M.  it  ne\vr  otTen.Jed  a-ainst 
the  eanons  of  ,<;-ood  xuiciy,  ir,„,(l  mannor<.  and  good  ta-te. 

"Vou  are  a  .-imp!, .ton.  Charl-s,"  she  would  .-a'\-;  "1  see  that 
It  will  1h.  no  ca-y  ta-^k  to  teadi  you  the  wavs  of  the  world 
^ou  w.'iv  very  naughty  ahout  M.  d.s  Lupeaulx.  Oh!  h..  is 
not  ovor-fastidious,  1  grant  you,  hut  vou  shouhi  wait  until 
he  lall>  from  jmwer  mhI  then  you  may  despise  him  a>  niurh 
as  you  like.  Do  yoi,  ,.:now  what  :\Inie.  Campan  u>od  to  sav 
to  us!"  -My  children,  so  long  as  a  man  is  a  Mini>ier.  adore 
him;  if  h,.  falls,  help  to  drag  him  to  the  shamhles.  II,.  is  a 
kind  of  deity  so  h.ng  as  he  is  in  [lower.  hut  after  li<'  is  fallm 
and  ruined  he  is  viler  than  .Marat  himself,  for  he  is  Mil!  alive 
whde  .Marat  is  dead  and  out  of  sight.  Lifo  is  nothim:  hut  a 
series  of  eomhinations.  whieh  must  he  studied  and  followed 
very  carefully  if  a  good  {losition  is  to  be  suecessfullv  niairi- 
t.i!;ifd.' '" 

'Jharles  had  no  very  e.xalted  aims;  he  was  too  much  of  a 
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WdrlilliiiL' ;  lie  had  Ih'Mi  Iom  imicli  spnilcd  bv  liis  fntlior  nnd 
iiioiluT,  iiM)  liiucli  ilatlcrt'd  l;y  tlic  .-ucicty  in  wliich  he  moved, 
to  lu'  stirred  liy  any  lofty  entlnis.asni.  In  the  elav  of  his 
nature  there  wa^  a  ^'rain  of  koM,  due  to  hi-  mother's  teach- 
in;:;  tint  it  had  I II  [la-.-ed  ihrouLdi  the  I'ari<ian  draw-phitc, 

and  iieaten  out  into  a  thin  snrfaee  e-ii,lj,mf  whieh  must  soon 
lit.'  worn  away  hy  contact  with  the  vsorliL 

At  thi^  iniic  C'harle>.  however,  w  .  only  one-and-twentv, 
ai!d  it  is  taken  for  u'ranted  that  fresluie-s  of  heart  accoin- 
jianie,-  ihe  fiv-hne--^  of  _\oiith;  it  seems  so  nnlikelv  that  tho 
niind  within  should  he  at  variance  with  the  youni:  face,  and 
the  }onn,i:  \oice,  and  the  candid  <:lance.  Kvon  the  hardest 
jud.L'i',  the  nio.-t  sccj.tieai  attorney,  the  flintiest-hearted 
money-lender  will  he>ii;ite  to  hejieve  that  a  wizened  heart  and 
a  warjied  anil  eorru[ited  nature  can  dwell  beneath  a  younj^ 
exterior,  when  the  uirehead  is  sinootli  and  tears  come  so 
readily  to  the  eyes.  Hitherto  t'liarles  had  never  had  oecasion 
to  put  lii-  l*ari>ian  maxims  in  practice;  his  character  had  not 
been  tried,  and  cons.'(iuent  !y  had  not  hi-en  found  wantinir; 
l>ut,  all  unknown  to  him.  eo-oisni  liad  taken  deep  root  in  his 
nature.  'J'he  seeds  of  this  liaiud'ul  political  economv  liad  been 
sown  in  his  heart  ;  it  was  only  a  question  of  time,  thev  would 
sprinir  up  and  liower  as  soiui  as  the  soil  wo  stirred,  as  soon 
as  he  cea.-ed  to  he  an  idle  s])ectat<jr  and  became  an  actor  in 
tlic  drama  of  re.. I  life. 

A  youn.ix  irir!  i~  nearly  always  ready  to  believe  unquestion- 
inLdy  in  the  promi.-e  of  a  fair  exterior;  bur  even  if  Emjenie 
luid  heel!  as  keenly  observant  and  as  cautious  as  j^irls  in  the 
proviiu'cs  sometimes  ari'.  how  could  slie  have  hrouirht  herself 
to  mistru-t  her  cousin,  wlien  all  be  did  and  said,  and  every- 
thim:  ahout  him,  seemed  to  be  the  spontaneous  outcome  of  a 
noble  nature y  This  was  the  last  outburst  of  real  feelinfr.  the 
la<t  reproachful  si^di  of  eoiHcieiice  in  Charles"  life;  fate  had 
tlirowii  them  to.ircther  at  that  nuunent.  and.  unfortunately 
for  her.  all  her  sympathies  had  been  aroused  for  him. 

Si  -lie  laid  down  tlic  letter  that  seiMued  to  her  so  full  of 
love,  and   ''avi'  herself   up  to  the   iileasurc  of  watchin"-  her 
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slcfpni;:  cousin:  tlic  dnanis  and  hopes  of  youth  soomed  to 
hover  over  his  face;  and  then  ami  there  slie  vowed  to  herself 
lliat  -he  Would  ]'i\e  hini  alway-.  She  j^hinced  over  the  other 
U'tler;  there  could  Ite  no  ham  m  readinj:  it.  she  thought;  she 
>houltl  only  receive  l'i\'>h  [iroolV  of  the  nohle  ipialities  with 
which,  womanlike,  she  had  mve.-ted  the  man  whom  she  had 
ideal  i/.ed. 


".My  dkai!  Ammion-si:,"  so  it  he^ran,  "hy  tlie  time  this  let- 
ter IS  in  your  haiid>  I  shall  have  no  friends  left;  hut  I  will 
confess  that  thou^di  I  put  no  fa;;li  in  the  worldly-minded 
]>e(.pli'  who  n,e  the  Word  >o  freely.  I  liave  no  doubts  of  your 
friend.-hip  for  me.  So  I  am  coMimissionin;,'  you  to  settle 
some  matters  u(  business.  I  look  to  you  to  do  the  best  you 
can  for  mv  in  this,  for  all  I  have  in  the  world  is  involved 
in  it.  By  thi>  time  you  must  know  how  1  am  situj'te.l  I 
have  .lothinj:.  and  have  made  up  my  mind  to  j^o  out  to  the 
Indies.  I  have  just  written  to  all  the  people  to  whom  any 
nioiK'y  i>  uwin^^  and  the  enclosed  list  is  as  accurate  as  I  can 
make  It  from  memory.  I  think  the  .<ale  of  my  books,  furni- 
ture, carriages  hor.^es,  and  so  forth  ought  to  bring  in  siilli- 
cient  to  pay  my  debts.  1  only  mean  to  keep  back  a  few  trin- 
kets of  little  value,  which  will  go  some  way  towards  a  trading 
venture.  1  will  send  you  a  power  of  attorney  in  due  form 
for  this  sale,  my  dear  Alphoiise,  in  case  any  dilliculty  should 
arise.  Y(ni  might  send  my  guns  and  everything  of  that  sort 
to  me  here.  And  you  must  take  'Briton;'  no  one  would  ever 
give  me  anything  like  as  much  as  the  .splendid  animal  is 
worth;  1  would  rather  give  liim  to  you,  you  must  regard  him 
as  the  mourning  ring  which  a  dying  man  leaves  in  his  will 
to  his  executor.  Farry,  Breilman  and  Co.  have  been  building 
a  very  comfortable  traveling  carriage  for  me,  but  they  have 
not  sent  it  home  yet;  get  them  to  keep  it  if  you  can,  and  if 
they  decline  to  have  it  left  on  their  hands,  make  the  best  ar- 
rangement yuu  can  for  me,  and  do  all  you  can  to  save  my 
honor  in  the  position  in  which  I  am  placed.  I  Io=t  six  louis 
at  play  to  that  fellow  from  the  British  Isles,  mind  that  he 
IS     .     .     .■' 
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"Dci'.r  cousin, ■■  rimnminil  Ku-^i'tiic.  letting  tlw  .-h. .  t  fall, 
and,  .-fi/.m;.'  one  uf  th.-  Ii-!it.d  <  an. lies.  -h,.  hastened  uu  tiptoe 
to  her  own  ronm. 

Once  thiTc.ii  \va~  umI  wiihoiit  a  kern  I'leliriL' <'f|ilea.-iin' that 
she  ojiencd  luir  nf  the  .liaw.Ts  in  an  old  ..ak  chest-  a  most 
heantifiil  .-|..(iiiirii  ,>i  the  .-kill  ul'  the  <ralt>nicn  of  the  K.-nais- 
.-ancc,   \,Mi   ((Mild   .-till    inakr  out    the   halt'-en'accd    ruval   -ala- 
rnandcr    u\h,u    h.      |''n,,n    tins   drawer  ,-hi'    tnnk    a    lar;:e    red 
vehrt    iiiMiicy-ha^r,   with   |:ol(i    la-eU,   ;in(|    th.-   r.'iiiams  n(  a 
K"l.l.-n  I'rm-e  aixMil  it.  a  hit  ..t'  fa.hd  >|.l..n.l.ir  tiiat   had  Ih- 
I.)nj,'.'.l  to  iicr  ^^ranilnioih.T,      In  th.'  jirnh'  of  h.T  li.'art  slio 
felt  its  wei.Lrht,  and  jovoii-ly  >r\    \,,  w.irk   to   ivrk.in   up  the 
value  of  h(.r  little  h.iar.l.  -(.rtiiiL'  out  tli<'  .lill'erent  .'oins.     Im- 
primis,  twi'uty    rortu.u'iii'-.'    nini.h.r.-.   a.-   n.w    an. I    fresh   a3 
when  they  were  >tru.'k  iii  i:-.'."..  in  the  iviuni  of  d.ilm  \'. ;  each 
was  noiniinilly  w.irth  five  ii-lHUiin.'s.  or  a  huinind  and  sixtv- 
five    francs,   hut    actually  they   wer.'  w.irth  a    hundred   and 
ei.i^dity  francs  { -^o  her  fat  h.T  used  v<  tell  JK^r).  a  fancv  value 
on  a. 'count  of  the  rarity  a'l.i   h.-auty  .d'  tlie  afere.siid  coins, 
which  shone  like  the  sun.     /hm,  five  pMi.e,iiii's,  rare  denoese 
coins  of  a  huntlri-d  livres  each,  their  i  iirrctit   value  was  per- 
haps ahoiit  ei<,dity  fran.s,  hut  i-dllrctni--.  w.)iilil  i,nve  a  hiin.lred 
for  then.     These  had  onie  to  her  frmu  ..id  M.  de  la  Bcrtel- 
liere.     Itrni,  thr.c  Spaiiidi  .[uadruplcs  ..f  tii.'  tiiii.'  of  IMnlip 
v.,  bearing'  the  .!at.'   IT-.",).     .Mine,  (ieiiiill.'t  had  -iven  them 
to    lier.  one    by  one.  alwa\s   witli    tlie    sani.-    littl.'    speech: 
"There's   a    little  yel!..w    bird.   lher.'*s   a    buttercup    for   you, 
worth  ninety-ei;:lit   livr.-!     Take  ^'ivat  care  of  it.  .larling; 
it  will  he  the  liower  ..f  ynur  tieck."     Jh m   (and  iIi.im'  were  the 
coins  that  her  father  tliouu'iit  most  of,  l'.)r  the  <:ol.l  was  a  frac- 
tion over  the  twenty-thr.v  carat>).  a  hun.lrcii    l)utch  ducats, 
.struck  at  the  Ila.ijue  in   lT")(i,  and  each  wi.rth  abuut  thirt.'en 
francs.     Iliin.  a  ixreat  curiosity!      ...     a  f.'W  coins  dear 
to  a  nnser"s  heart,  three  rup.'e>  l)earin<:  the  .-i.irn  of  tli.-  Bal- 
ance, and   live   with   the  sign   of  the   Virgin   stampi-d   upon 
them,  all  pure  gtdd  of  twenty-f(.nr  carat- — the  mairnificent 
coins  of  the  Great  Mogul.     The  weight  of    metal  in   them 
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•aldiic  was  worth  thirtv-~.\i  n  i'i.uk  -  I'dply  cfiitinifs,  but  aiim- 
tfiirs  uiiu  |ii\('  Id  lliiu'iT  t:.ili|  umilil  j.'iU'  llliv  francs  for  micIj 
c'oiii>  as  tli'i-r.  //(/(/.  thr  (loiiltir  naiinlcon  that  had  lu'cn 
^'i\cn  tci  her  till'  i!;iv  lict'iirc.  ami  wliicii  slir  liad  (•arclo.'^ly 
t'llpjii'il    iiltu  thr   nd    Vi'Krl    ha;:. 

'I'hcr.'  wii''  iHW  <n,\t\  |.i((r-  t'roli  I'niiii  thr  iiiiiit  anion;:  her 
trcasiirt'-.  real  wurks  of  art,  wiiich  old  (irandft  Uk-'d  to  look 
at  from  tini,.  to  tniic.  >o  tlial  he  niiuht  ciiinl  them  over  and 
tfll  hi-  dau^ditrr  of  thiir  iiitrin-ir  \ahir.  cvpatiatin,::  al,-o 
U|Mui  the  hcaiity  of  thr  hurilfriiiL'.  the  sparklin;.'  lirhl.  tlif  or- 
naif  h'tti'riiiL^  wiili  ii-  .-harji,  cIimm.  Ilawlc^s  outlines.  ]'>iit  now 
fill'  ;:a\f  not  a  lhoii;;ht  to  thiir  hranty  and  rarity;  her 
father's  mania,  and  the  ri>k~  .-hi'  ran  hy  de-jioilini:  her.sflf 
of  a  lioard  so  preiious  m  hi-  eye-,  ueiv  all  for;.'otten.  Slu; 
thou^'lit  of  nothing'  luit  her  lon-in.  and  mana^'ed  at  la-l  to 
discover,  after  many  mistakes  in  calculation,  that  she  was 
the  owner  of  i'i;,ditecn  hundred  franco  all  told,  or  id'  ncarlv 
two  thou-and  fram.-  if  ihe  coin-  were  -old  for  their  actual 
value  as  i iirio-iiie<. 

She  claiiiied  her  hands  in  exultation  at  the  .sijxlit  of  her 
riches,  like  a  child  who  is  coiiipelled  t^)  lind  M)me  outlet  for 
his  overtlowin^f  ^dee  and  dance-  for  joy.  Father  and  dan^rh- 
ter  had  both  counted  tiieir  wealth  that  ni,:_dit  :  he  in  order  to 
sell  hiri  gold:  she  that  .-he  mi;.dit  ca-t  it  ahroad  on  the  water:^ 
of  love.  She  put  the  money  hack  into  the  old  pur.-e.  took  it  up, 
and  went  up-laii\-  with  it  without  a  moment's  he.-itation. 
Her  cou.-in'.-  di.-tre.-,-  was  the  one  thoiiLrht  in  her  mind;  slu; 
did  not  e\en  remendier  that  it  wa-  ni;:lit,  ■  onventionrilities 
Were  utterly  forgotten;  her  conscience  did  not  reproaeh  her, 
she  was  strong  in  her  happiiic--  and  her  love, 

As  she  stood  upon  the  ihre-hold  with  tlie  candle  in  one 
liand  and  the  velvet  hag  m  the  oiiier,  Charle-  awoke,  .-aw  his 
eousin.  and  was  struck  daiiii.  with  a>tonishnient,  Miigeiiie 
came  forward,  set  the  light  on  the  table,  and  >aiil  with  an 
unsteady  voice — 

"Cousin  (  liarles,  I  have  to  a-k  vour  forgiveness  for 
something  I  have  done;  it  wa-  verv  wrong,  but  if  you  will 
overlook  it,  God  will  forgive  me." 
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"W  at  can  it  Ix'?"  asked  Charles,  rubl.iii;^-  liis  pvns. 

'"I  Imvo  been  rcailint^  tlinse  two  let  lens." 

Charles  reddened. 

"Do  you  ask  how  I  came  to  do  it ':"  she  went  on.  "and  why 
1  came  up  lieroy  indeed,  I  do  not  know  now;  and  I  am  al- 
most tempted  to  feel  glad  that  I  read  the  lettt-rs,  for 
through  reading  them  I  have  come  to  know  vour  heart,  vonr 
soul,  and     .     .     ." 

"And  what:-"'  asked  Charles. 

".\nd  your  plans— the  difliculty  that  you  are  in  for  want 

of  money " 

"Mv  dear  cousin " 


"Hush!  hush  :  do  not  speak  so  loud,  do  not  let  us  wake  any- 
hody.  Here  are  the  savings  of  a  poor  girl  who  has  no  wants," 
she  wont  on,  opening  the  purse.  "Vou  must  take  them, 
Charles.  This  morning  I  did  not  know  wlmt  tnoiiev  was; 
you  have  taught  me  that  it  is  simply  a  means  to  an  eml.  that 
is  all.  A  cousin  is  almost  a  brother;  surely  you  mav  iiorrow 
from  your  sister."' 

Eugenie,  almost  as  much  a  woman  as  a  girl,  liad  not  fore- 
seen a  refusal,  but  her  cousin  was  silent. 

"Why,  are  you  going  to  refu.ve  me;-"'  asked  Eiigenie.  The 
Bilence  was  so  deep  that  the  beating  of  her  heart  was  audible. 
Her  pride  was  wounded  by  her  cousin's  hesitation,  but  the 
thought  of  his  dire  need  came  vividly  before  her,  and  she  fell 
on  her  knees. 

"I  will   not    rise."  she  said.  'Mintil  you    have  taken  that 
money.     Oh  I  cousin,  say  something,  for  pitv's  salce  I 
so  that  I  may  know  that  you  respect  me,  that  vou  are  gener- 
ous, that     ..." 

This  cry,  wrung  from  her  by  a  noble  despair.  brou<:lit  tears 
to  Charles"  eyes;  he  would  not  let  her  kneel,  she  f(>lt  his  hot 
tears  on  her  hands,  and  sprang  to  her  purse,  which  she 
emptied  out  upon  the  table. 

"Well.  then,  it  is  'Ye>."  is  it  not?"  .she  said,  crving  for  foy. 
"Do  not  scruple  to  take  it.  .■oiisin  ;  you  will  be  quite  rich. 
That  gold  will  bring  you    luck,  you  know.     Some    day  you 
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shall  pay  it  back  to  nic,  or,  if  you  lik(>,  wc  will  bo  partners;  I 
will  Miliiiiit  to  any  conditions  thai  you  may  impose.  But 
you  ou;i:lit  not  to  make  so  much  of  this  '/ih."' 

Charles   I'oiuid   words  at   last. 

"\cs,  I-:n,i;i'-nic.  I  >liould  have  a  little  soul  indeed  if  T  would 
not  take  It  But  nolhiiii:  for  noihinLr.  conlidcnee  for  confi- 
dence," 

'■What  dn  you  tin'iui  i'"  she  asked,  startled. 

"Lisieti.  iJ'Mr  euu.-in.  I  have  there " 

He  interniiurd  hiui.-olf  Inr  a  moment  to  .-how  her  a  .square 
bo.\  II)  a  Ic.uliiT  ea>e,  which  stood  on  the  chest  of  drawers. 

'•Then'  i<  somrthin-:  there  that  is  dearer  to  me  than  life. 
Tiiat  hux  uas  a  prr-cnt  from  my  me.ther.  S.iuco  this  moniing 
I  have  tli..ui;lil  that  if  she  could  ri>e  from  her  tomb  she  her- 
HeU  would  .<e!l  th,.  L^,,ld  that  in  her  tenderness  she  lavished 
on  this  dre.-sin>r-ease,  hut  1  eannot  do  it— it  would  seem  like 
sacrile<;e." 

Ku.irenic  >rra.-i)cil  Iht  cou.-in's  hand  ti<rlitly  in  hers  at  these 
last  words. 

"Xo."  he  w.-ni  (.1!  after  a  brief  pause,  during:  which  thev 
looked  at  each  .ulicr  with  tearful  eyes,  "I  do  not  want  to 
pull  it  to  piece.-,  nor  to  risk  takiii;:  it  with  me  on  my  wander- 
ings. 1  will  leave  it  in  your  keepini:,  dear  Euixenie.  Never 
did  one  friend  confide  a  more  ,<acre(l  trust  to  another;  but 
you  shall  judp'  for  yourself."' 

He  drew  the  ho.x  froiu  it-  leather  case,  opened  it,  and  dis- 
l)layed  hefcire  his  eou.-iu"s  astonished  eyes  a  dress in;:-ca.-e  re- 
splendent with  ,i:old— the  curious  skillof  the  craftsman  had 
only  added  to  the  value  of  the  metal. 

"All  that  you  are  admirinij-  is  nothiuL'."  he  said,  pressing 
the  spring  of  a  secret  drawer,  -'rhere  is  somethin.i:  which 
is  worth  more  than  all  the  world  to  me,"  he  added  sadly. 

He  took  out  two  portraits,  two  of  .Mme.  de  MirhcPs  ma.ster- 
pieces.  handsuiuely  ^et  in  pearls. 

"How  lovely  she  is!  Is  not  this  the  lady  to  whom  you 
Were  writing?" 

"No,""  he  said,  with  a  little  snuie;  "that  i.s  my  mother,  and 
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this  is  my  fatlitT — umr  amit  iiinl  uucIc.  Kiif^U'iiic.  [  could 
l)e<,'  and  pray  uf  \nu  on  my  kii(v>  to  keep  this  tnM>ure  safe 
•"'"■  "!'•■  li'  I  -hdiiM  ,lii'.  mid  !.!>,.  y,,„r  Htil,.  t'drtiiiir.  the  gold 
will  make  irtHxi  yu, ir  lu^^;  aii<l  to  yon  alone  (an  I  leave  those 
two  j)ortraits.  for  you  alnn,.  aiv  worthy  to  i:ike  cliar^^'  of  thciii, 
hut  do  not  let  them  pass  into  other  hands,  rather  destroy 
tliem     ..." 

Ku;:«'Miie  was  >ilent. 

"Woll.  -it  is  i'rs.  is  it  not  y  "  he  said,  and  there  was  a  win- 
ning ehann  in   his  manner. 

As  tlie  last  words  were  spoken,  she  gave  him  for  the  first 
time  sufh  a  glance  as  a  loving  woman  can.  a  hriirht  glance 
that  reveals  a  dejuh  of  feeling  within  her.  He  took  her  hand 
and  kis.<ed  it. 

•'Angel  of  purity!  what  is  money  henceforward  between 
us  two:-  It  is  nothing.  i<  it  not  r  hut  the  feeling,  which  alone 
gave  it  worth,  will   he  evervthing." 

"You  are  like  your  mother.  Was  her  voice  as  musical  as 
yours,  I  wonder?"' 


"Oh!    far  more  sweet 


''Yes,  for  you,"  .-he  said,  lowering  her  eyelids.  "Come, 
Charles,  you  must  go  to  bed;  1  wish  it.  You  are  very  tired. 
Good-night." 

IKt  cousin  had  caught  her  hand  in  both  of  his;  she  drew 
it  gently  away,  and  went  down  to  her  room,  her  cousin  light- 
ing the  way.     in  the  doorway  of  lu-r  room  they  both  paused. 

''Oh  I  why  am   1  a  rnineil  man!'"  he  said. 

"Pshaw!  my  I'alher  is  ruh,  1  believe."  .-he  returned. 

".My  poor  child,"  .-aid  Charles,  as  he  set  one  foot  in  her 
room,  and  propped  liimself  against  the  wall  by  the  doorway, 
"if  your  father  had  been  rich,  he  would  not  have  let  iriy 
father  die,  and  you  would  not  lie  lodged  in  such  a  poor  place 
as  this;  he  would  live  altogether  in  (piiH'  a  diU'erenl  style." 

"But  he  has  Froidtoml." 

"And  what  nuiy  Froidfonil  be  worth  r" 

"T  do  not  know;  but  there  i.-  Xoyers  too." 

'".Some  miserable  farndiou^e !" 
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'"Thoy  are  not  worth  lalkiiiir  about."  said  Oliarlo?  scorn- 
fully, "if  your  failuT  liad  ovcii  twrnty-foiir  thousand  livros 
a  year,  do  you  .-unpose  that  you  wouhi  .■^leep  in  a  bare,  cold 
room  like  LJii>:-""  he  a.ldrd.  ;i>  li,.  ,„a,l,.  a  stop  forward  with 
lii>  left  foot.  -That  i-  where  my  trea.-ures  will  be."  lie  went 
on.  noddiui:  toward^  tiio  old  ehe>t.  a  device  by  which  he  tried 
to  conceal  his  thou<:hts  I'roTn  her. 

'•(;o,"  she  >aid.  "and  try  to  sleep."  and  siie  barred  his  en- 
trance into  an  untidy  room.  Charles  drew  back;  and  the 
cousins  bade  each  otli.T  a  smiling  >rood-iiight. 

They-  fell  a.^leep.  to  dream  the  same  dream;  and  from  that 
time  forward  Charles  found  that  there  were  still  roses  to  be 
gathered  in  the  world  in  spite  of  hi.  mournin>r.  The  next 
morning  Mme.  (irandet  >aw  her  daughter  walking  with 
Charles  before  breakfa-t.  He  was  still  sad  and  suWued; 
how,  indeed,  should  he  {>,■  otherwise  than  sad?  He  liad  been 
brought  very  low  in  his  distre.-^s;  he  was  gradually  findini: 
out  how  deep  the  ahy>s  was  into  which  he  had  fallen,  and  tlie 
thought  of  tln'  futu'-e  weighed  heavily  upon  him. 

"My  father  will  not  be  baek  before  dinner,"  said  Eugenie, 
in  re{)ly  to  an  anxious  look  in  her  iriother".<  eves. 

The  tones  of  Eugenie's  voice  had  grown  strangelv  sweet:  it 
was  easy  to  see  from  her  face  and  mann.T  that  the  cousins 
had  some  thought  in  common.  Their  souls  had  rushed  to- 
gether, while  perha[is  as  yet  they  scarcely  knew  the  power  or 
the  nature  of  this  force  which  was  binding  them  each  to  each. 
Charles  sat  in  the  dining-rootn  :  no  one  intruded  upon  his 
sorrow.  Indeed,  the  thr(M>  women  had  plenty  to  do.  Cirandet 
had  gone  without  anv  warning,  and  his  work-people  were  at 
a  standstill.  The  slater  came,  the  plumber,  the  bricklaver. 
and  the  carpenter  fojiowcd  ;  h.  did  laborer^,  tenant:?,  and 
vinedressers,  some  cairie  to  pay  their  due-,  and  others  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  yet  other-  to  make  hanrain-  for  th«>  repairs 
which  were  being  done.  Mtne.  flrandii  and  Kuuvnie.  there- 
fore, were  continually  -'oniini:  and  iroim::  thrv  h.-id  to  listen 
to  interminable  histories  from  laborers  and  country  people. 


132 


ET'GEME  <;KA\DBT 


M 


I    ? 


( 


Evorythinfr  that  fame  into  the  house  Xanoii  promptly 
and  securely  -towed  away  in  her  kitchen.  Slie  alwavs  wailed 
for  lier  master's  in.-.truetions  as  lo  what  shouUl  lie  kept,  and 
what  shonh]  l)e  sold  in  the  market.  'I'he  worthv  e(.oj)er,  liko 
many  little  country  .-(luifes.  was  wunt  to  drink  his  worst  wino, 
and  to  reserve  his  .-^jtoih'd  or  wind-fallen  orchard  fruit  for 
home  consuniptioi;. 

Towards  live  o'clock  that  eveidn^'  Crandot  raino  hack  from 
An;/ers.  lie  had  made  fourteen  ihou.-aiid  francs  on  Ids  ;:old., 
and  ;arrii-d  a  (iovernnicnt  certiiicale  hearin.i,^  interest  until 
the  day  when  it  should  he  transft>rrcd  into  /•(»/<•>■.  He  had 
left  C(jrnoiller  al,-o  in  Aiiircrs  to  look  after  the  horses,  which 
had  been  nearly  foundered  by  the  tiiirht  joiirnev,  and  had 
given  instructions  to  liring  them  back  leisurely  after  they  had 
had  a  thorough  rest. 

"I  liuve  been  to  An;;ers,  wife,"    he  said ;  "and  I  am  hun- 

"Have  you  had  nothing  to  eat  since  yesterday?"  called 
Xanon  from  her  kitchen. 

"Xothing  whatever."  said  the  worthy  man. 

Xanon  brought  in  the  soup.  Des  (irassin.s  camo  to  take  his 
client's  instructions  just  as  the  family  were  sitting  down  to 
dinner.  Grandet  had  not  so  much  a.s  seen  his  nephew  all  this 
time. 

"Go  on  with  your  dinner.  Grandet."  said  the  banker.  "We 
can  have  a  little  chat.  Have  you  heard  what  gold  is  fetching 
in  Angers,  and  that  people  from  Nantes  are  buying  it  there? 
I  am  going  to  send  some  over." 

"You  need  not  trouble  yourself,"  answered  his  worthy 
client;  "they  have  quite  enough  there  by  this  time.  I  don't 
like  you  to  lose  your  labor  when  I  can  prevent  it;  we  are  too 
good  friends  for  that." 

"But  gold  is  at  thirteen  francs  fifty  centime?*  premium." 

"Say  wds  at  a  premium." 

"How  the  deuce  did  you  get  to  know  tliat  ?" 

"I  went  over  to  Angers  myself  last  night,"  Grandet  told 
him  in  a  low  voice. 
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The  Imiik.T  started,  and  a  whispeml  convor^ation  fol- 
lowed: both  d.s  Crassins  and  (irandet  looked  at  Charlrs  from 
time  to  time,  and  once  more  a  gesture  of  surprise  escaped  the 
banker,  doubtless  at  the  point  where  the  old  oopcr  commis- 
sioned him  to  purchase  rcntis  to  brin-  in  a  hundred  thousand 
livres. 

"M.  Orandet,"  said  des  Grassins,  addrcssin-r  Charles  "I 
am  going  to  Paris,  and  if  there  is  anything  I  can  do  for'you 

I'Thank  you.  sir,  there  is  nothing."  Cliarles  replied. 

'•You  must  thank  him  more  h.-artilv  than  that,  nephew 
Tins  gentleman  is  going  to  wind  up  vour  father's  business 
and  settle  with  his  creditors." 

"Then  is  there  any  hope  of  coming  to  an  arrangement?" 
{isked  •  liarles. 

"\\.iy.  are  you  not  my  nephew?"  cried  th.-  cooper,  with  a 
fine  assumption  of  pride.  '"Our  honor  is  involved;  is  not 
.vour  name  Grandet?" 

Charles  rose  from  his  chair,  impulsivelv  flung  his  arms 
about  his  uncle,  turned  pale,  and  left  the  room.  Eu>^enie 
looked  at  her  father  with  affection  and  pride  in  her  eye^r 

'•Well,  let  us  say  good-bye,  my  good  friend,"  said  Grandet 
'•I  am  very  much  at  your  service.  Trv  to  cr^t  roun.l  those 
lellows  over  yonder." 

The  two  diplomatists  shook  hands,  and  the  cooper  went 
to  the  door  with  his  neighbor:  he  came  back  to  the  room 
again  when  he  had  closed  the  door  on  des  Grassins.  flung 
himself  down  in  his  easy  chair,  and  said  to  N'anon :  '"'Bring 
me  some  cordial." 

But  he  was  too  much  excited  to  keep  still:  he  rose  and 
looked  at  old  ^r.  dc  la  Bertelliere's  p,)rtrait.  and  began  to 
"dance  a  jig,"  in  Xanon's  phrase,  singing  to  himself— 

Once  in  tlie  OnrtlrH  franrnises 
I  had  a  grandpana    .    . 

Xanon,  Mme.  Grandet,  and  Eugenie  all  looked  at  each 
other  in  silent  dismay.  The  vinegrower's  ecstasies  never 
boded  any  good. 
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Tho  cvoning  wns  .-oon  owr.  01,1  r.iaTidot  wont  oft  rarlv 
to  bod,  .111(1  no  1)110  \v;i>  alldwod  to  stiiy  iiji  after  that;  wheii 
ho  s]o])l.  ovorv  Olio  .■]-(■  must  likowi.-o  sleep,  muoli  a.s  in  Po- 
land, in  tho  diiy.s  of  AiilmisIus  the  Stroiiir,  \vli<'never  the  king 
drank  all  lii.s  ^nljjoots  woro  loyally  tijisy.  AVlieroforo,  Xa" 
noil,  Cii.irle-;,  and  Kii.Lvnie  were  no  loss  tired  than  the  master 
of  the  house :  and  as  for  :\Imo.  Crandot.  sho  slept  or  woko, 
at''  or  .Iraiik,  as  her  hiijhand  Imdo  lior.  Yet  during'  tho  two' 
liours  alloited  to  tho  diirostion  of  liis  dinner  tho  cooper  was 
niur.'  facetious  than  ho  had  over  boon  in  hk  life  before,  and 
uttered  iiDt  a  few  of  his  favorite  aphorisms;  oik^  oxanipio  will 
servo  to  j.himb  tho  depths  of  the  cooper's  mind.  When  he 
had  flni-hed  his  cordial,  he  look.'d  pensively  at  the  <rlass,  and 
thus  dolivi'red  hiniself — 

""iou  have  no  sooner  set  your  lijis  to  a  <:las.s  than  it  is 
empty!  Sueh  i.s  life.  You  cannot  have  your  cake  and  oat 
it  too,  and  you  can't  turn  ov.t  your  money  and  keep  it  in 
your  pur.-:o;  if  you  could  only  do  that,  life  would  iio  too  ixlo- 
rions.'' 

^  He  wa.s  not  only  jocose,  ho  wa.s  pood-natured.  so  that  wlien 

Xanon   came  in  with   her  spin, iin--wlieel— "You     niu>t     bo 

tired."  ho  said;  "lot  Mio  hemp  alone." 

''And  if  I  did,"  the  servant    an-^weivd.  "(hi'un,    I    should 

iiave  to  sit  with  my  Iiands  before  me." 

"Poor  Xanon  I  would  you  like  some  cordial?" 

"Cordial?     Oh!   I  don't  ^ay  no.     Madaiia'  makes  it  much 

better  than  tho  a[i.,thocarios  do.     The  stull"  thev  sell  is  like 

physic." 

"They  spoil  ihe  flavor  with  putting  too  much  sugar  in  it," 
said  the  goodman. 


The  ne\t  morning,  at  the  ciLdit  o'clock  breakfast,  the  party 
seotiied.  for  the  first  time,  almost  like  one  familv.  Mine. 
Orander.  Ku-enie.  and  ("liarle--  h.id  Ijooii  drawn  tou'ethor  by 
1.1'.  >e  trcjublrs.  and  Xanon  Ii''r>e!f  uncon^eiouslv  felt  'vith 
tlioiii.  ^.\~  for  the  old  vine-muxr,  he  scar.rly  noticed  his 
nephew's  presenee  in  the  house,  his  greed  of  gold  had  been 
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satisfied.  ;\ui]  h(>  was  \cn  shortly  to  !,.■  quit  of  this  young 
fcl>ri^^  l.y  thf  tlRup  and  rasy  cxpudiciit  of  paying  his  nephew's 
travelin.ir  expnises  a-  far  as  Naiit.'S. 

Charh's  and  Kuiirnii'  nicanwliilc  were  free  to  do  what 
seemed  to  tlicni  -u,,d.  'Clu'y  wciv  under  .Mine,  (irandct's 
eyes,  and  (irand.t  rc|M.-„.,l  coinph'Ic  faith  in  his  wife  in  all 
matters  of  inndurt  am!  rrlii:ion.  Murcovcr.  he  had  oth.T 
(hiri'Ts  to  tliink  of:  his  ni. widows  w.t.-  to  \,v  .trained,  and  a 
row  of  poplars  was  to  \>r  planted  aloni:  the  I.oirr.  and  there 
was  all  the  ordinary  winiir  work  al  Froidfond  and  elsewhere; 
in  fart,  he  was  exeivilingly  Inisv. 

And  now  hcpin  the  r.prini:timr  of  love  for  Ku,i:.'nie.  Since 
that  hour  in  lie  niirht  when  >he  had  -.Mven  h^r  trold  to  her 
cousin,  her  heart  had  followed  the  ^rjf,.  'phey  shared  a  secret 
Ijetween  them:  they  were  eonxious  of  this  understanding 
wlienever  thev  looked  at  ea.-h  other:  and  I  hi.-  knowledge,  tha" 
hrouglit  them  !n<u-e  and  uku'c  do-dy  io:.rt.iher,  drew  them  in 
a  manner  out  of  the  current  of  everyday  lil'e.  And  did  not 
relationship  ju.-tifv  a  certain  tende"rne>s  in  the  voice  and 
kiiKlness  in  the  eye>  ?  Ku,-:enie  therefore  ,„.t  her>elf  to  make 
her  cousin  forget  his  grief  in  the  childish  jovs  of  growing 
love. 

For  the  heginnings  of  love  and  the  heginnincrs  of  life  are 
not  unlike.  Is  not  the  child  soothed  hy  smiles  and  cradle- 
songs,  and  fairy  tales  of  a  gohh  n  future'that  lies  hefore  him? 
Ahove  him.  too.  the  hright  wings  of  hop(>  are  always  spread, 
and  does  he  not  shed  tears  of  joy  or  of  <orrow.  wax  petulant 
ciwr  trifles  and  quarrelsome  over  the  pehhles  with  which  he 
builds  a  tottering  j)alace.  or  the  flowers  that  are  no  sooner 


gathered   than    forirotten  r      F- 
Time.  and  to  li 


ic  not   also  eairer  to  outstrip 
live  in  the  future?     I^ove  is  the  soul's  second 
transformation. 

Fove  and  childhood  were  almost  the  same  thinLT  for 
Charles  and  Kugenie:  the  dawn  of  love  and  its  childish  be- 
ginnings were  all  the  .^-weeter  because  their  hearts  were  full 
of  gloom:  and  this  love,  that  from  its  birth  had  been  envel- 
oped in  crape,  was  in  keei)ing  with  their  homely  surroundings 
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ill  the  mclaiicliMly  old  Iiou.m'.  As  the  cousins  interchanged 
a  iVw  wi.rds  In  llir  wvll  in  li),.  silciu  coiirtyanl,  or  ^al  nnriri 
the  litllc  -anlrii  inuanN  Miii-ct  time,  w]iollv  ali-ui-l.rd  l,v 
l!u'  iiH.iiiciit(iii>  iiniliiiiKs  that  rach  .-aid  to  (.a('h.  or  \vra])|,cil 
in  tiie  stillnc.v-  ihat  always  hroodrd  uvcr  the  >|,ar,.  iictwccn 
til.'  raiii|iart,-  iuid  !!.,•  Ihui-c,  Charlrs  learned  to  lhiid<  of  love 
as  soiiielliiii,i(  .siered.  Hitherto,  with  his  ^.rreat  ladv,  hi-  "dear 
Annette/"  iie  had  exjierieiieed  little  itnt  it>  perils  ;iiii|  -tonus; 
hut  that  epi-odi  ill  I'aris  was  over,  with  it-  (n,|ii|.trv  and  pas- 
sion, it^-  vanity  and  eiiiptines-,  and  he  tiinieil  in  tins  lovo  in 
its  purity  and  truth. 

lie  eame  to  fee'    .  eertain  f<,n(liie-s  for  tiie  ohi  hou-e.  and 
tlu'ir  way  uf  life  n..  longer  seemed  ah.-urd  to  him.     He  would 
foine  dnwnstairs  early  in  the  morning  so  as  to  snatcli  a  U^w 
words  with   Kiigeiiie  hefore  her  father  gave  out  the  stores; 
and  when  the  .-niiml  of  (irandet's  h(>avy   footstep  echoed  on 
till'  .-laiiva-e.    lie    lied     in[,.    the    garden.      Kveii     Kiigenie'a 
inother  <iid   not   know  of  this   morning  tryst  of  tlieir'^.  and 
Xanon  matle  a-  though  .-he  did  not  see  it :  it  was  a  small  piece 
of  audacity  that  gave  the  keen  relish  ,,f  a  >tMle,i  plea.-iire  to 
their  inn,,eeiu   love.     Then   when    hivakl'a-t   was    ov.t.  and 
(hiodman  (irandet  had  g.)ne  to  -ee  after  his  hiHitie-^s  and  his 
Jmprovement>.   Charl.s   sat    in   the  gray   parlor   hetwrn   the 
mother  and  .laughter,  liuding  a  ]ilea.-iire  unknown  hefore  in 
holding  skeins  o\'  thread    for  them   to  wind,  in   listeninir  to 
their  talk,  and   watching  them   -^ew.     'I'here   wa^   -om.'thinjr 
that   appealed  to  him  strongly   in  the  almost   monastic  sim" 
plicity  of  the  life,  which  had  led  him  to  di-eover  the  nohle- 
ne-s  of  the  natures  of  these  two  unworldly  womm.     He  had 
nni  helic>ed  that  .-uch  lives  a<  the-e  were  pos.-ihie  in   France; 
in   Cermaiiy   he   admitted    that   old-world    manners    liiiLrered 
~!!!1.  i^ut  in  France  they  were  only  to  he  fmind  in  fiction  and 
in  .\ugiiste  Lafontaine"s  novel;.     It  wa>  not  hmir  hefore  Fu- 
L-Vni,.  heeame  an  emhodiment  of  his  idciil.  (ioethe's  Margue- 
riic  wilhi.ut  her  error. 

I'av  afier  day.  in  short,  the  poor  girl  hung  on  his  words 
and  !u..k-.  and  drifted  further  along  th.'  streair.  of  love.    She 
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snatcliod  at  overy  liiippiiic^s  as  >.)in,.  swiniincr  mi;:lit  catch 
at  an  owrliaiijrinr;-  will,,\v  1. ranch,  that  .-o  W  mipht  reach  tho 
bank  and  rc.^t  there  for  a  little  while. 

\\as  not  the  time  <,f  parting'  very  near  now:-  The  shadow 
of  that  parting'  seemed  to  fall  across  the  hriirhtest  hours  of 
those  .lays  tliat  th'.!  s(.  fa>t  ;  and  not  one  of  them  \v,.nt  l)v  hut 
soHM'thini:  ha].pened  to  remind  her  how  soon  it  would  he 
upon  them. 

^  For  instance,  three  davs  after  (\r<  Orassins  had  started  for 
Pans,  (irandet  had  taken  Charles  before  a  ma^'istrate  with 
the  funereal  solemnity  with  which  such  acts  aro  performed 
by  provincials,  and  in  the  presence  of  that  functionarv  the 
youn'T  inan  had  had  to  sijrn  a  declaration  that  he  renounced 
all  claim  to  his  father's  ])roperty.  Dreadful  repudiation!  An 
impiety  amountin>r  to  aposta>y:  He  went  to  M.  Cruchot  to 
procure  two  powers  of  attorney,  one  for  des  (irassins,  the 
other  for  the  friend  who  was  commis-ioned  to  -ell  his  own 
personal  effects.  There  were  also  some  necessary  formalities 
in  connection  with  his  pa-sju.rt  :  and  fhially,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  plain  suit  of  mourniiii:  which  Charles  had  ordered 
from  Paris,  he  sent  for  a  clothier  in  Saumur,  and  disposed  of 
hi.s  now  useless  wardrobe.  This  transaction  was  peculiarly 
pleasin;,^  to  old  (irandet. 

'•Ah!  Xow  you  look  like  a  man  who  is  readv  to  set  out, 
and  means  to  make  his  way  in  the  world.""  he  said,  as  he  saw 
his  nephew  in  a  [)lain,  black  overcoat  of  roujih  cloth,  "(lond, 
very  good !"" 

''I  beg  you  to  believe,  sir,"  Charles  replieil.  "that  1  shall 
face  my  position  with  proper  spirit." 

"What  does  this  mean!-'""  asked  his  worthy  relative:  there 
was  an  caLrer  look  in  th(>  jroodmairs  eyes  at  the  sight  of  a 
handful  of  gold  which  Charles  held  out  to  him. 

''1  have  gathered  together  my  studs  and  rings  and  everv- 
thing  of  anv  value  that  I  have;  1  am  not  likely  to  want  tliein 
now:  but  I  know  of  nobody  in  Saumur.  and  thi.s  morning  I 
thought   I  would  ask  vou " 

"To  buy  it!'""  Granili't  broke  in  uiwn  him. 
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"^^;''  "'"•'"•  '"  .^■'^■''  ""'  >'"•  H.iiur  of  .,.1.1..  honest  man  who 

"<;ivp  It  u,  1,,,..  n.,,i„.u-:  I  will  t,-,kr  ii  ,i,wt,,hs  ;.n,I  lin,]  out 
vrhM  Ui<  u,,rili.  .nul  I,-,  v.ii  knn„-  ,1„.  vmIuc  m  ,-,  .vntiin... 
./(•Wflcr  .-  j:<>lil."     lie  ( oiiiinciitrd.  aflcT   a 

lolli:     cllillM.     ■■jlUl-lcrV     ;,ri| 

.>-li<)iil(l  >av,"' 

'I'lii'  unriliv  soil!  h,.l,l  ,„it  liis  Ini-..  hand  r,,,-  it.  an.l  carried 

oil    till'   wlmlr   colleetioil. 

'-('nusin  Ku-enie."  said  Charles,  "perniit  me  to  olfer  vou 
the.-e  tuoela.jK;  v-m  m.-ht  u.e  th.^m  to  fa>ten  rihhons 
■"•oinid  v,.iir  u-ri>ts,  that  sort  -  braeelet  is  all  the  ra-v  just 
ii(»«-.'"  ""     ■' 


an   rvamiiiation   of  a 
OKI.   eij,Mit<vn    to   nineteen   carats,    I 


'•1  do  not  liesitate  to  take  it.  cousin."  she  said,  with  a  look 
of  intelligcmce. 

"And.  aunt,  this  is  my  nioiherV  tliimhle;  [  |,av,.  treas- 
ured it  up  till  ncu-  in  niv  dre~.in--case."  and  he  jrave  a  nrettv 
pold  thimhle  to  Mme.  (Irandet.  who  for  the  past  Wn  vears 
had  lon^'ed  t'or  one. 

"It  is  impessihle  to  thank  von  in  words,  dear  nephew  "  said 
the  old  motlier.  as  her  eves  filled  with  tears.  "Hut  mornin.- 
and  evenmi.'  I  >liall  repeat  the  pra.ver  for  travelers,  and  pray 
niost^  fervently  fur  yon.  l(  aiiythin^^  should  happen  to  me, 
Ku^'enie  shall  take  care  of  it  for  vou." 

"It  is  worth  nine  hundred  and  eijrhtv-niiie  francs  sovonty- 
five  centimes,  nephew."  .aid  (irandet, 'as  he  came  in  at  the 
door.  "But  to  save  you  tln'  trouhlc  of  selling'  it.  I  will  let  you 
have  the  money  in  livres." 

This  expression  "in  livres"  means,  in  the  .li^tricts  alonj; 
the  Lnire.  that  a  crown  of  six  livres  is  to  he  considered  worth 
six  francs,  without  deduction. 

"I  did  not  venture  to  su-^a-st  such  a  thinj:."  Charlesi  an- 
>=\vend.  "hut  I  slirank  from  hawking  my  trinkets  ahout  in 
the  town  wliere  you  are  liviuL'.  Dirtv  linen  oiitrht  not  to  ho 
wa>he(l  in  public,  as  XapoL  on  used  to  say.  Thank  vou  for 
ohli'Miiir  me." 
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Orandtt  sciMtdicd  hi-  tiir.  ami  tiiort'  was  a  moment's  si- 
leiuv  in  tlic  room. 

"Arul.  (liar  uml,'."  Char!.-,  went  on.  somewhat  iitTvou.'^Iy, 
and  as  thou-li  he  f.-ar.'.l  to  wound  hi-  unclr's  >iis(r|.iihilities[ 
"my  coiL-in  and  aunt  haw  lon-rntrd  t,.  nccivf  trilliii;,'  mo- 
niintocs  I'roM'  uw;  will  y.ui  not  ni  your  turn  accept  "these 
-hrvc-links,  vl;;.  ii  arc  usclc-s  to  mc  ii..w:  they  mav  iierha|>s 
nrall  to  your  m.'niory  a  poor  hoy,  in  a  fa r-olF  count rv,  whose 
thou^dit  will  certainly  often  turn  to  those  who  arc'all  tliat 
remain  to  him  now  of  hi-;  familv." 

"Oh:  my  hoy,  my  hoy,  you  mu.-t  not  strip  voursolf  like  that 
fur  lis " 

"What  have  you  there,  wife!-"  said  the  cooper,  turning 
oa.LTcrly  towards  her.  "Ah:  a  ;rold  thimhle!-'  .Xnd  vou,  little 
girl:-  Diamond  clasps;  what  ne\i  ;  Come,  I  w"ill  accept 
your  studs,  my  hoy."  he  eontimied,  s.picezing  Charles'  hand, 
"■l^i't     •     .  you  must   let  me  pav     .     .     .     your 

yes,  your  passa^'c  out  to  the  Indies.  "  Yes,  I  nieai'i  to  pay  voiir 
passage.  Kesides,  my  hoy,  when  I  estimated  your  jewelrv  I 
only  took  it  at  its  value  a.-  metal,  you  see,  witJioiit  reckoning 
the  workman.-hip,  and  it  may  he  worth  a  tritle  more  on  tluit 
account.  So  that  is  .settled.  I  will  pay  you  tifteen  hundred 
irnuii^  ...  in  livres;  Criichot  will  lend  it  me.  for  I 
liave  not  a  hrass  farthing  in  the  house;  unless  I'errotet,  who 
is  getting  hehindliand  with  lii<  ,]uc>.  will  pav  me  in  coin, 
'''here:  there:  I  will  go  and  see  ahout  it."  and  "he  took  up  his 
hat.  put  on  his  gloves,  and  wein  forthwith. 

"Then  yon  are  going?"  slid  Kugenie.  with  sad.  a<iiniring 
eyes. 

"I  cannot  help  myself."  he  answerd.  with  his  head  hent 
down. 

For  .several  days  Charles  looked,  spoke,  and  hehave.l  like  a 
man  wiio  i-  in  deep  trouMe.  hm  uhn  f,.,.ls  the  wei^^ht  of  such 
heavy  ohligations.  that  his  mi-fortunes  onlv  hrace  him  for 
greater  effort.  He  had  ceased  to  pity  himself;  Ik-  had  l)ecoine 
a  man.  Xevcr  had  Kugenie  augured  heiter  of  her  cousin's 
character  than    she  did    on  the  dav  when    she  watched  him 
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.•nm-  .!n„n>tan-s  i„  l,i>  ,.|,u„.  UUivk  mnunun^  suit,  wlm  h  .ot 
"ir  hi,  jm!..  >a,l  I'.rr  tu  Ml,  1,  a.l v;,nta-r.  Till.  tw„  «■„„„„  had 
iilso  i:<.tif  inlM  inMiiriiiiiL'.  aii.l  uvin  «nh  ('harl.-  (.,  tiu- 
/.''7""  /"  nia.-s  .  ,.|rhrair,l  m  l\u-  {.ari>l,  ,.hurrh  I'Mr  \Ur  sciil  of 
the  lali'  (Iiiillaiiiiic  (Jramh't. 

rhaihs  ,v.v.^,.,|  l.tt.r,  fn,,,.  Paris  a.  thcv  took  tlio  mid- 
<lay  iiical;  lie  (.[Hiicd  and  rnid  them. 

■■W.  ,1.  c.ii.MM,-  .aid  Ku-.'.Mi.s  in  .,  !„u-  vni,,.,  "ar..  vour 
airair<  ^oiii;:  on  .-atisfaftorilvr"' 

•X'v.r  put  ,|u..,tioMs  of"  that  sort,  .nv  ;.r,rl,"  rrmarkcd 
<;rand,  t.     "I  n-wr  talk  to  y..u  ahout  my  atrairs.  and  whv   the 
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'II''  in  your  cousin's?    dust  let  the  In.y 

"Oil :  I  liaw  no  secrets  of  .!..;•  .ort,"  said  Charles. 

'•I'lit,  tut,  tut.  Von  will  find  out  that  v,,i,  „ni.t  hridle 
your  tongue  in  Ini.-iness,  nepheu-." 

When  the  two  lovers  Were  alone  in  the  jrarden  Charles 
•Innv  Ku-enie  to  the  old  heneli  under  the  walnut  tree  where 
they  so  olten  sat  of  late. 

"I  IVIt  sun'  of  Alphonse.  and  [  was  riirht,"  he  siid-  "ho 
has  done  wonders,  and  has  >ettled  niv  affairs  prudentiv  and 
loyally.  All  my  debts  in  I'aris  are  paid,  niv  furniture  sold 
well,  and  he  tells  me  that  he  has  a.  ted  un  tli,.'adviee  „{  an  old 
sea  cai-tam  wlio  had  made  the  voyage  to  th..  linlie..  and  has 
invested  the  surplus  money  in  ornaments  and  odds  and  ends 
f'>r  whi.'h  th.re  is  a  gn^at  (hmiand  out  there.  He  has  .-ent  my 
packages  to  \antes.  where  an  Kast  Indiaman  is  takin-r  freight 
lor  .lava,  and  so,  Eugenie,  in  five  days  we  must  hid  eacli  other 
farewell,  for  along  while  at  any  rate,  and  perhaps  forever. 
-My  trading  venture  and  the  ten  thousand  francs  which  two 
"I  my  fri.Tids  have  sent  me.  are  a  verv  poor  .-tart:  I  cannot 
'vp'-'t  to  return  for  manv  years.  Dear  cousin,  let  us  not  con- 
.-i.l.r  ourselves  hound  in  any  uay ;  I  mav  .lie,  and  verv  likely 
.Miine  good  upiMirtunity  for  settling  yourself " 

•■Vuu  love   me:-      .      .      ."'  she  asked. 

"Oh:  yes.  indeed."  he  replied,  with  an  earnestness  of  man- 
ner that  I.etokened  a  like  earnestness  in  his  feelings. 
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'•TIicii  I  will  \v;iit  (<>v  yon.  ('liarlts.  Diru.'  my  fatlicr  i>* 
lookiii;:  niii  III"  III-  win(|ii\\."  sin'  r\cl,iimcd,  evading'  luT 
cousin,  wliii  li.iii  (li.n*ii  ( In-^cr  tn  <'iiil>rMc<'  Iwr. 

She  tlctl  to  till'  archway;  ami  '•cin;z  thai  Cliarlc-i  followi'd 
luT  thither,  she  rrtr^atcd  I'lirtlnr,  llu:  _'  hark  the  foMin:;  duor 
al  the  foot  of  the  stairca<e.  and  with  tin  very  clear  idea,  savo 
that  of  lli|:ht,  >\u'  nisheil  toward-  \]i<-  darl^fst  corner  <if  the 
|ia,--a;.'e.  out-ide  Xaiicin'*  sIcepiiiLr  hnlc;  anil  there  Charies, 
who  was  clox'  lic-ide  lirr.  i:ra>|»d  hoth  liand<  in  his  and 
]ires.-cd  her  to  liis  luarl ;  his  arin>  wi'iit  round  Ikt  wai>t.  Ku- 
^V'liie  re-j^ied  no  lonjrer,  and  haninj,'  aj:ain-t  Ikt  lover  she 
recejveil  and  plVi'  the  ])iire-t,  >weete>t,  and  nio-t  perfect  of 
al!  ki.-M's. 

'■!)<'ar  Kii^^enie.  a  cousin  i-  hetlrr  than  a  limther;  he  can 
marry  you,"  .^aid  Charles. 

".\inrn.  XI  he  It  I"  cried  Xuiioll.  Ojienill;,'  till'  duor  liehind 
theni.  and  cmcrt:in<.'  from  her  den.  ller  voire  startled  tiic 
two  lovers,  wiio  fh'd  into  the  dining-room,  where  l^n^enio 
took  up  lier  sewing,  and  Charles  seized  on  Mine,  (irandet's 
]irayer  honk,  o])ened  it  at  the  litanies  of  the  X'irgin.  and  hc- 
gan  to  read   indu-triously. 

"Quiiii!"  said  Nanon,  '"so  we  are  all  saying  our  prayers  I" 


As  soon  as  Charles  fixed  the  ilay  for  his  departure,  Gran- 
(h't  l)ustled  ahout  and  airectod  to  take  the  gre  itcst  interest 
in  the  whole  matter.  He  was  liheral  witli  advice,  and  with 
anytliing  else  that  co.-t  him  noihinL:.  first  seeking  out  a  packer 
for  Charles,  and  then,  saying  that  tlie  man  wanted  too  much 
for  his  cases,  xtting  to  work  with  al!  his  might  to  make  them 
himself,  using  odd  jdaiik>  fur  the  pur|>ose.  He  was  up  he- 
times  every  iiiortiinL''  ]daning,  fitting,  nailing  deal  hoards  to- 
getluT,  s(|uating  atid  -haping;  and,  in  fact,  he  madt.-  some 
strong  cases,  packed  al.  Charles'  property  in  them,  and  un- 
dertook to  send  them  hy  >tnamnr  down  the  Loire  to  Xantes  in 
time  to  go  by  the  mciijiant  shiji,  and  to  insure  them  during 
the  voyage. 

SImic  that  kiss  given  and  taken  iti  tlie  passage,  the  hours 
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pped  with  torril.lr  rapidity  f,,r  Hu^rriiic.  At  tinus  she 
thon<rlit  of  fMllowin-  her  (•uu>in:  for  of  all  ti.>>  tliat  bind  one 
human  h.-inu^  to  aiioihi-r,  this  passion  of  lov,-  is  the  eiosost 
and  stron-c.t,  and  tlio-,.  wlio  know  this,  and  know  how  cv.tv 
(lay  ..hortcn.>  l.iv,.'.  alloUcd  span,  and  how  not  li,,,,.  ahmc  hut 
a;:(>  and  mortal  sickness  and  all  thf  untoward  ac.idmts  of  lifo 
combine  to  menace  it.— tluw  will  know  the  a-onv  that  Fu- 
fjenio  suir.n.l.  She  shed  many  tears  as  shr  walk^'d  up  and 
down  the  little  ^'ardeii;  it  had  -nnvn  so  narrow  for  her  now  • 
the  court  vard,  the  old  house,  and  the  town  ha.j  all  -nnvn  nar- 
row, and  her  thoughts  tared  forth  already  across  va<t  spaces 
of  sea.  ■  ' 

It  was  the  day  before  the  day  of  departure.  That  mornin^r, 
while  (.randet  and  Xanon'were  out  of  the  house,  the  precious 
casket  that  held  t!,e  two  portrait^  was  M)lem.dv  .k-posited  in 
hug.'nios  chest,  iM'side  the  now  <.mptv  velvet  ba>r  in  the  onlv 
drawer  that  could  he  locked,  an  installation  which  was  not 
efrecte.l  without  „,any  tears  and  kisses.  When  Eugenie 
locked  the  drawer  an.l  hid  the  kev  in  her  bosom,  she  had  not 
tlie  conrage  to  forbid  the  ki.s  by  which  Charles  sealed  the 
act. 

"The  key  sliall  always  stay  there,  dear." 
^Vl;  I  well,  my  heart  will  always  l,e  there  with  it  too." 
"Oh!  Charles,  you  should  not  sav  that."  she  said  a  little 
reproachfully. 

"Are  we  not  marri-.d:-'  he  replied.  "I  hav  vour  word  ■ 
take  mine." 

"Thine  forever!"  they  said  together,  and  repeated  it  a 
second  ^ti me.  Xo  holier  vow  was  ever  made  on  earth:  for 
Charles'  love  had  received  a  moment's  eon-vralion  in  the 
presence  of  Kugenie's  simple  sinceritv. 

It  was  a  melancholy  group  round  the  breakfast-table  next 
"H)rning.  Kven  Xanon  herself,  in  <pite  of  Cl,arlc<'  -ift  of  a 
new  gown  and  a  gilt  cross,  had  a  tear  in  her  eve;  l)ut  she  was 
hoQ  to  express  her  feeling<  and  did  so. 

"Oh!  thai  poor,  delicate  young  getitleman  who  is  going  to 
sea.     w.i,-;  III,,  burden  of  her  discourse. 
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At  lialf-past  tfii  the  \\!i(i!f  fumil.v  left  tlio  hon?o  to  see 
Cliarli's  start  for  Xaiilr-  in  thf  diligciK''.  Xaiion  had  let 
the  (log  Idu-i'.  and  lucked  the  door,  and  meant  to  earrv 
Charles"  liaiidbag.  Kvcry  sliopkeejier  in  the  aneient  street 
was  in  the  doorway  to  watch  thf  little  jtrocession  ])ass.  M. 
Cruchot  joined  tlieni  in  the  markft-place 

"Eugenie,"  whispered  her  mother,  "mind  von  do  not  cry!" 

They  reaehed  the  gateway  of  tiie  inn,  and  there  (irandet 
kissed  Charles  on  hoth  ehceks.  "Well  I  ne|)licw,*"  he  said,  "set 
out  poor  and  eome  hack  rich;  you  leave  vour  father's  honor 
in  safe  keeping.  I — (irandet— will  answer  to  you  for  that; 
you  will  only  have  to  do  your  part " 

"Chi  unek',  this  sweetens  the  hitterne>s  of  parting.  Is  not 
this  the  greatest  gift  you  could  possihly  give  nie'r" 

Charles  had  broken  in  upon  the  old  cooper's  remarks  be- 
fore he  (piite  understood  their  drift;  he  put  his  arms  round 
his  uncle's  neck,  and  let  fall  tears  of  gratitude  on  the  vine- 
grower's  sunburned  cheeks;  Eugenie  clasped  her  cousin's 
hand  in  one  of  hers,  and  her  fatlier's  in  the  other,  and  held 
them  tightly.  Only  the  notary  smiled  to  himself;  he  alone 
understood  tlie  worthy  man,  and  he  eould  not  help  admiring 
his  astute  cunning.  The  four  Saumurois  aiuh  a  little  group 
of  onlookers  hung  about  the  diligence  till  the  last  moment; 
and  looked  after  it  until  it  disappeared  across  the  bridge,  and 
the  sound  of  the  wheels  grew  faint  and  distant. 

"A  good  riddance  I"  said  the  cooper. 

Luckily,  no  one  Imt  M.  Cruchot  heard  this  ejaculation; 
Eugenie  and  her  mother  had  walked  along  the  quay  to  a 
point  (^f  view  whence  they  could  still  see  the  diligence,  and 
stood  there  waving  their  handkerchi(d's  and  watching  Charles' 
answering  signal  till  he  was  out  of  sight ;  then  Eugenie 
turned. 

"Oh  I  mother,  mother,  if  I  had  Cod's  power  for  one  mo- 
ment," she  said. 

To  save  further  interruption  t<i  the  course  of  the  ston%  it 
is  necessary  to  glance  a  little  ahead,  and  give  a  lirief  account 
of  the  course  of  events  in  Paris,  of  Grandet's  calculations, 


144 


KT'OKMi:  CIJAXnrT 


an.l  tl,o  actiui,  taken  l,v  1.,^  wnrtliy  lioutcnant  the  bank,.,-  in 
Xhv  iumUT  of  Ciiillannic  CraiHlnV  all'air^.     A   month  after 
•Its  (;ra>Mns  h.ul   -one,  (iniinlft    rrr,.iv..,l   a  e.>rl  ilicatc  for  a 
hiindrc.l  tlinii.sin.l   liviv^   jmt  annum  of  rrntr.<,  piiiv'nascd  at 
n,t:lity   francs.      No  information   was  ,.\-r  forthcomin''  as  to 
'"'^''  ■•""'  "'""  tli-anual  .om   hn.l  U-m   paid,  or  the  receipt 
taken,  which  in  (hie  course  had  hccn  cxchanir-'d   tor  the  cer- 
tificate.    'I'iie   inveiitorv  an.l   statement  of  his  affairs  whidi 
the  mi.er  1.  ft  at  his  dcith  thn  w  no  li-ht  npon  the  mvsterv, 
ami  Crnchot  fancied  that  in  .-oni.-  wav  or  other  Xanon  must 
haw  hecn  the  unconscion-    in-trunient   empL.ved:   for  ahout 
that  time  the  failhfnl  ser\  in.i:-n,aid  was  awav'from  home  for 
four  or  live  (hi.vs,  o>iensihl,v  tq  see  after  matter.-,  at  Froidfond, 
as  if  Its  worthy  owner  were  likelv  to  forijet  anvthin;,'  there 
that    reqnin.l    h)okin-  after:      .As    for   (Juilhiume   (Jnindet's 
creditors,  everythinj:   lia<l    liappened   as    the   cooper  Iiad   in- 
tended and  foresi'en. 

At  the  Rank  of  France  (as  everyl)ody  knows)  they  keep 
accurate  lists  of  all  the  <:reat  fortunes  in  Paris  or  in  the  de- 
partments. Tiie  names  of  dcs  (irassins  and  of  Feli.x  Grandet 
of  Saumur  were  duly  to  he  found  in,serii)ed  therein;  indeed, 
they  .shon(>  ((.n.-picuous  there  as  well-known  n.imes  in  the 
business  world,  as  men  who  were  not  only  financiallv  sound, 
but  owners  of  broad  acres  unencumbered  hv  niortiiaL'e.s. 
And  now  it  was  said  that  ih-6  (irassins  of  .Sauniur  had'co'me 
to  Pari.s  with  intent  to  call  a  meetin^r  of  the  creditors  of  the 
firm  of  Guiilaume  (irandet:  the  shade  of  the  wine  merchant 
wa.s  to  be  spared  the  di.-^irrace  .,f  protested  bills.  The  seals 
were  broken  in  the  pre>ence  of  the  creditors,  and  the  family 
notary  proceeded  to  make  out  an  inwntory  in  due  form. 

Before  very  lontr,  in  fact,  des  (ira.ssins  called  a  nieetin:- 
of  the  creditors,  who  with  cue  voice  appointed  the  hanker  of 
Saumur  as  tru.stee  conjoint  I v  with  Francois  Kell,>r.  the  head 
of  a  larire  business  hous-.  and  one  of  the  prineijial  creditors, 
empnwerinir  them  to  take  >-u.  h  measure  a~  ihev  thouirht  tit! 
in  ord.r  to  save  the  family  name  (and  the  bills)  froni"beinir 
di.-honoivd.     The  fact  that   <\r^  (irassins  was  actin^'  as  his 
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apent  producod  a  hoptful  tunc  in  tlu'  niootintr.  and  thinrrs 
went  sniootlily  from  the  first:  tlu'  l)anki'r  did  not  find  a 
singlo  dis.-ciiticnt  voice.  Xo  one  tlion<,dit  of  passinL'  lii;*  bill 
to  his  jirofit  and  loss  account,  and  each  one  said  to  himself — 

"(Irandct  of  Sauniur  is  jroinfr  to  pav  I" 

Six  months  went  hy.  The  Parisian  merchants  had  with- 
drawn the  bills  from  circulation,  ami  had  consi<:ned  them  to 
the  depths  of  their  portfolios.  The  cooper  had  iraine(1  his 
first  ]ioint.  Nine  tnonths  after  the  first  niectinj,'  the  two 
tru.-tees  paid  the  creditors  a  dividend  of  forty-seven  per  cent. 
This  sum  had  been  rai.sed  by  the  sale  of  the  late  (iuillaume 
Grandet's  property,  jroods,  chattels  and  L'eneral  etTects:  the 
most  scrupulous  inte<zrity  charac(erize(l  these  proceediuirs ; 
indeed,  the  whole  affair  was  conducted  with  the  most  con- 
scientious honesty,  and  the  de]i^^lite(l  creditors  fell  to  ad- 
miring Grandofs  wonderful,  indubitable  and  hifrh-minded 
probity.  When  these  jiraises  had  duly  circulated  for  a 
suiiicient  lenirth  of  time,  the  creditors  bejzan  to  ask  them- 
selves when  the  remainder  of  their  money  would  lie  forth- 
coming', and  bethought  theni  of  collectively  writing  a  letter 
to  (irandet. 

"Here  we  are  I""  was  the  old  cooper's  comment,  as  he  flung 
the  letter  in  tlu'  tire.     "Patience,  patience,  my  dear  friends."' 

By  way  of  a  reply  to  the  propositions  contained  in  the  let- 
ter, (Jnindet  of  Saumur  reipiinnl  them  to  deposit  with  a  no- 
tary all  the  bills  and  claitns  against  the  estate  of  his  deceased 
brother,  accompanying  each  with  receipts  for  the  pavments 
already  made.  The  aecount>  were  to  l)e  audited,  and  the 
e.xact  condition  of  affairs  was  to  he  ascertained.  Innumerable 
ditlicullies  were  cleared  away  i)y  this  notion  of  the  depo-it. 

.V  creditor,  generally  sjieaking,  is  a  sort  of  maniac;  there 
is  no  .-aying  what  a  creditor  will  do.  One  day  he  i-  in  a 
hurry  to  bring  the  thing  to  an  end,  the  ne.\t  he  is  all  for  fire 
and  sword,  a  little  later  and  he  is  sweetness  and  '"iiiL'nitv 
itself.  To-day,  very  probaidy.  hi>  wife  is  in  a  good  humor, 
his  youngest  hope  has  jii~t  cut  a  tooth.  everMiiing  is  going 
on  comfortablv  at  home,  he  has  no  mind  to  abate  iiis  claims 
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one  jot  :  Imt  to-niorrnw  ( emus,  iiiid  it  rain-;,  ami  he  cannot 
<ro  out  ;  111'  frcl-  low  in  ]\\<  niiu'l.  mikI  ajrnMS  ha-tilv  to  aiiv- 
thinj:  and  cv.'p.thini:  that  i<  likdy  to  settle  the  alVair:  tlu" 
next  nioriiiiiL'  linii;_'s  counsel;  lie  requires  a  ^''naranti'C.  and 
liy  the  cud  of  the  niopih  lie  talks  .-ilionl  an  execution,  the  in- 
human, hloodtliir-tv  wretch!  'I'he  crcilitor  i~  imt  unlike  that 
romnioii  or  lioii~e  -|);irro\v  on  whose  tail  small  chililren  are  en- 
couraeed  to  trv  lo  put  a  ,i.M-ain  n|'>;ilt — a  plea-inL:  simile  which 
the  ereiiiior  uiav  twist  to  his  own  uses,  and  apiilv'  to  his  hill-. 
from  which  he  fondly  hopes  to  derive  some  lietielit  at  last. 
Grandet  had  ohsei'vcd  the-e  atmospheric  variations  amonj,' 
creditors:  and  his  forecasts  in  the  presi'iu  ca-e  were  correct, 
liis  hrothcrV  creditors  wern  hehaviui:  in  cverv  re-pect  exactiv 
as  he  wished.  Some  waxed  wroth,  and  flatly  declined  to  have 
anythini:  to  do  with  the  deposit,  or  to  i:ive  up  the  voiirlier<. 

"(iood!"  said  (irandet:  "'hiit  is  all  ri-hf  !""  He  riihhcd 
his  hands  as  he  read  the  Ictti^rs  which  des  (Jrassins  wrote  to 
him  on  the  sulijcct. 

Yet  others  nd'used  to  consent  to  the  afon'said  de]iosit  un- 
less their  position  was  clearly  delineij  in  the  first  place;  it 
was  to  i)c  made  withmit  [)rejudicc.  and  they  reserved  the  riirht 
to  declare  the  estate  hankrupt  >hiudd  they  deeni  it  advisaijle. 
This  opened  a  t'nsh  correspondence,  and  oeea-ioned  a  further 
delay,  after  which  (irandet  finally  a-reed  to  all  th(>  condi- 
tions, and  as  a  consequenee  the  tuore  tractahle  creditors 
brouirht  the  recalcitrant  to  hear  reason,  and  the  deposit  was 
made,  not,  how<'ver.  without  some  irrnmhliiifr. 

"That  old  fellow  is  lauirhinu'  in  his  sleeve  at  you  and  at  us 
too,"  said  they  to  des  (Jrassiiis. 

Twonty-threo  months  after  (Juillaume  (irandet "s  death, 
many  of  the  merchants  had  foruotten  all  ahout  their  claims 
in  the  course  of  events  in  a  husiness  life  in  Paris,  or  they  only 
thoupht  of  them  to  say  to  t hem-elves — 

"It  Ix'ixiiis  to  look  a>  thou^d)  the  forty-seven  per  cent  is 
ahout  all  I  shall  pet  out  of  that  husiness." 

The  cooper  had  reckoned  on  the  aid  of  Time.  who.  so  ho 
was  wont  to  say,  is  a  gontl  fidlow.     By  the  end  of  the  third 
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year,  do,*  Orassins  wn.tr  to  Craiid.t  .raying  that  he  had  in- 
<hucd  most  of  the  civditors  to  <ii\x'  up  tlicir  l)i]|s,  and  that 
the  amount  now  ouiiii:  na-  only  al)out  ton  por  oont  of  the 
outstanding^  two  million  four  hundred  thousand  francs. 
Grander  roplii'd  that  there  yet  remainod  the  notary  and  the 
stoekhrokor,  whoso  failures  had  hoon  the  death  of  his  l)n)ther; 
tluy  were  still  alive.  They  mi,i,dit  ho  solvent  atrain  hv  this 
time,  and  jiroooedin^rs  ou<rht  to  l,e  taken  a,;:aiiist  thorn; 
somothiiii:  mi>rht  ho  recovered  in  this  way  which  would  still 
further  reduce  the  sum-total  of  the  deficit. 

When  the  fourth  year  drew  to  a  close  the  deficit  had  l)een 
duly  hrouirht  down  to  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  thousand 
francs:  the  limit  appeared  to  have  heeu  readied.  Six  months 
were  further  spent  in  parleyiiiLis  hetwoen  the  trustees  and  the 
creditors,  and  between  (irandot  and  the  trustees,  in  short, 
strong  pressure  hoinix  hr(nii,dit  to  hear  upon  (Irandot  of  Sau- 
mur,  he  aniKunu-ed,  somewhere  about  the  nintli  month  of  the 
.same  year,  that  his  nephew,  who  had  made  a  fortune  in  the 
Kast  Indies,  had  si,i:iiitic(l  his  intention  of  settling:  in  full  all 
claims  on  his  father's  estate;  nnd  tliat  meantime  he  couhl  not 
take  it  upon  himself  to  act.  nor  to  defraud  the  creditors  by 
windinir  up  the  atfair  before  he  had  consulted  his  nephew;  he 
added -that  he  had  written  to  him.  and  was  now  awaiting  an 
answer. 

The  middle  of  the  lifth  year  had  been  reached,  and  still  the 
creditors  were  held  in  check  bv  the  magic  words  in  full,  lot 
fall  judiciously  from  time  to  tinu'  by  the  sublime  cooper,  who 
was  laughing  at  them  in  his  .-Icevc;  "those  P.vin.si.w.s,"  he 
would  .-ay  to  himself,  with  a  mild  oath,  and  a  cunning  smile 
W(uil(l  steal  across  his  features. 

In  fact,  a  martyrdom  unknown  to  iho  calendars  of  com- 
merce was  in  store  for  the  creditors.  When  ii.'xt  thev  appear 
in  the  enursc  i>(  this  >torv.  thev  will  be  funnd  in  exactly  the 
same  position  that  they  were  in  now  when  (irandet  bad  done 
with  them.  Consols  wont  un  to  a  luimhvd  and  fifte(>n.  old 
Grandet  sold  out.  and  received  from  Paris  about  two  million 
four  hundred  thousand  francs  in  gold,  which  went  into  hi.? 
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wooden  kcfrs  to  keep  cuiniiaiiv  with  the  six  IiiiridrfMl  thousand 
I'rancs  of  iiitcn'st  wIirIi  hi.-,  iavt'stiiu-iit   ha.l  hmiiL'ht   in. 

Dfs  (ira.-.-ins  stavnl  (,n  in  Pari-,  ami  for  ilir  followin.i? 
reasons.  In  tlie  lir-t  |ilac.',  lie  liad  hcen  appoint. d  a  (h'pulv; 
and  in  the  seconil.  he.  the  father  of  a  family,  liored  l,v  the 
exceedin-:  duilnr.vs  of  existenee  in  Sannair.  was  smitten  with 
the  ehaniis  of  Mil,..  Florine,  one  of  the  prettiest  aetresses  of 
the  Theatre  de  Madame,  and  there  was  a  reerudi>eenee  n(  the 
qiiarter-nia>Ur  in  the  iianker.  It  is  useless  to  discuss  his  eon- 
duet  ;  at  Saumur  it  was  pronounced  to  be  profmindlv  im- 
moral. It  was  very  lucky  for  his  wife  that  she  iiad  hrain.s 
enouirh  to  carry  on  the  concern  at  Saumur  in  lu-r  mwd  name, 
and  could  extricate  the  n^mains  of  iier  fortune,  which  had 
sulFered  not  a  little  from  M.  des  (Jrassins"  extrava-zance  and 
folly,  liut  the  (]uasi-widow  waij  in  a  false  position,  and  the 
Cruehotins  did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  make  matters  worse; 
she  had  to  ^dve  up  all  hope  of  a  match  between  her  son  and 
Eu.irenie  (irandet,  and  married  her  dau;uditer  very  badlv. 
Adolphe  des  (irassins  went  to  join  his  father  in  I'aris.  and 
there  acquired,  so  it  was  said,  an  unenviable  reputation.  The 
triumph  of  the  Cruehotins  was  complete. 

"Your  husband  has  taken  leave  of  his  senses,"  Crandet 
took  ocea.-inn  tu  remark  as  he  accommodated  Mnie.  des  (Jras- 
eins  with  a  loan  (on  jrood  security).  "I  am  verv  sorrv  for 
you;  you  are  a  nice  little  woman." 

"Ah!"  sijihed  the  poor  lady,  "who  could  have  believed  that 
day  when  he  st't  out  for  I'aris  to  see  after  that  business  of 
yours  that  he  was  hurryin.i,'  to  his  own  ruin!'" 

"Heaven  is  my  witness,  madanie.  that  to  the  very  iast  I  did 
all  I  could  to  prevent  him.  and  M.  le  President  was  dviniz  to 
f^o;  but  we  know  now  why  your  husband  was  so  set  upon  it." 

Clearly,  therefore,  Grandet  lay  under  j'o  obli<.'ation  to  des 
Grassins. 


In  every  situation  a  woman  is  bound  to  suffer  in  many 
ways  that  a  man  does  not.  and  to  feel  her  troubles  more 
acutely  than  he  <  -  i ;  for  a  man's  vigor  and  ener^rv  is  con- 
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stantlv  l.roupht  into  ,,l,v:  ho  act.  nn.l  think.,  come3  and 
goes,  husi.s  hiin.M.If  ,n  th(>  pr-sont.  an.l  Ir.„ks  to  tho  future 
for  eon.solation.  This  was  wliat  Charl.'.-  was  ,loin-  But  a 
woman  oan.iot  liclp  hrr.,.lf— hers  is  a  passiv  part:  she  is  loft 
face  to  face  with  her  trouhh',  an,i  has  nothin-  to  divert  her 
mind  from  it;  she  sounds  the  .h  ptlis  of  the  al)vss  of  sorrow 
an.l  Its  dark  pla-rs  arc  111!,.,!  with  h^r  pravcrs  and  tears.  So 
It  was  with  Ku-enie.  Sl,e  was  hc-innin^''to  understand  that 
the  wch  ot  a  woniarrs  life  will  alwavs  1...  woven  of  love  and 
sorrow  an.l  hope  an.l  fear  an.l  s.-lf-sacrifi-v :  hers  was  to  be 
a  woman's  lot  in  all  thin.-s  without  a  w.)man"s  onsolations 
and  her  m.)ments  of  happiness  (t.)  make  use  of  B.issuet'3 
wonderful  illustration)  w.t..  to  he  like  the  scatt.Tcd  nails 
driven  into  the  wall.  wh.Ti  all  coll..,tc.l  t..p'thcr  thev  scarcely 
fille.i  the  holL.w  of  the  liand.  Trouhl.'s  scl.l.)m  keep  ns  wait- 
ing for  thein,  and  for  Kiigenie  thev  were  gatherini:  thick  and 
fast. 

The  .lay  after  Charles  ha.l  gone,  the  Grandet  hou.sehold  fell 
back  into  the  old  wa.vs  of  life;  there  was  no  difference  for 
any  one  i)ut  Eugenie— for  her  the  house  had  grown  very 
empty  all  on  a  sudden.  Charles'  room  should  remain  just  as 
he  had  left  it;  Mme.  (Jrandet  an.l  Nanon  lent  themselves  to 
this  whim  of  hers,  willingly  maintained  the  statu  quo.  and 
sai.l  nothing  t.)  her  fath(>r. 

"Who  knows?*'  Eug.'.nie  said.  "He  may  come  back  to  us 
sooner  than  we  think." 

'"Ah!  I  wish  I  could  see  him  here  again."  replied  Nanon. 
"I  could  get  on  witli  him  well  enough!  He  was  very  nice, 
and  an  e.vcellent  gentleman;  and  he  was  prettv-Iike,  his 
hair  curled  over  his  head  just  like  a  girl's." 

Eugenie  gazcl  at   Xan.)n. 

"Holy  Virgin!  mademoiselle,  with  such  eyes,  von  arc  like 
to  lose  your  soul,     "^'ou  sh.)ul.In"t  look  at  peof)le  in  that  way." 

From  that  day  Ml!.-,  (irandet's  beauty  to.)k  a  new  char- 
acter. The  grave  thouj^hts  of  |..ve  that  slowly  enveloped  her 
soul,  the  dignity  of  a  woman  who  is  beloved,  gave  to  her  face 
the  sort  of  radiance  that  early  painters  evpresscd  by  the  au- 
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rook'.  Bcfnrc  her  <oii>in  «iiiii('  int"  her  life,  Flniri'-nif  niijrht 
have  Im'om  cniiii.iircd  to  ilic  \'iri:in  a-  yet  niuon-i  inn.-  <»f  her 
dpstiiiy;  ari<l  imw  that  he  liad  jiasscd  out  (if  it.  -lie  'comcd 
liki'  tlic  \'irL'in  Mother;  -he.  too,  ln.iv  lovi-  in  her  heart. 
Spani>h  art  ha-  (hpictcl  tlicvc  two  Mnrvs,  so  dilfcrcnt  each 
from  racli — (  hri.-iianiiy.  witli  its  iiiiiny  syiiiliols,  know.s  no 
more  ;:loriou-  types  than  !  Iie.se. 

The  day  alti-r  Charles  liad  h'ft  them.  iMiirenie  went  to  ma.s.^ 
(a.-  .-he  had  r<',-oIved  to  do  daily),  and  on  li<'r  wav  haek 
boii;:lit  a  map  of  the  world  from  the  only  IxHik-eller  in  the 
town.  This  she  pmned  to  the  wall  lie<ide  Iut  ^Mass,  so  that  siie 
mi<:ht  follow  the  eonrse  of  Iier  eoiisiirs  vova;.'e  to  the  Indies; 
and  nij:ht  and  mornini:  miirht  lie  liesido  him  for  a  I'ttle  wiiile 
on  that  far-otr  vcs.-el.  and  see  him  and  ask  all  the  endless 
questions  she  loni:i'd  to  ask. 

".\re  yon  wt-li:-  .Are  yon  not  sad!'  .\m  I  in  voiir  thouphts 
when  yon  !^ee  the  star  that  you  told  me  about?  You  made 
nie  see  how  beautiful  it  was."" 

In  the  morning'  >he  used  to  -it  like  one  in  a  dream  under 
the  ^'reat  walnut  tr(>e.  on  the  old  uray.  liehen-eovered.  worm- 
eaten  bench  where  they  had  lalkeii  ,<o  kiiidlv  and  .so  foolishlv. 
where  they  had  luiilt  such  fair  ca-tles  in  the  air  in  which  to 
live.  She  thotiLdit  of  the  future  as  she  watched  the  little  .strip 
of  sky  shut  in  by  the  hi^rh  walls  on  every  side,  then  her  eves 
wandered  over  the  old  buttressed  wall  and  the  roof— -Charies' 
room  lay  beneath  it.  In  short,  this  solitary  persistent  love 
minglinir  with  all  her  thoujrhts  became  the  substance,  or,  as 
our  forefathers  would  have  said,  the  "VtulT""  of  her  life. 

If  (iran(let"s  self-styled  friend^  came  in  of  an  evening'-,  she 
would  seem  to  he  in  hi<:h  spirit-,  but  the  liveliness  was  only 
assumed;  she  used  to  talk  about  Charles  with  her  mother  and 
Xanon  the  whole  inorniui:  throimh.  and  \anon — who  w;is  of 
the  o[iinion  that  without  falteniij:  in  her  duty  to  her  master 
she  mi^dit  yet  feel  for  lu^r  voiuii:  mistress'  troubles — .\anon 
spoke  on  this  wise — 

'"If  I  had  had  a  sweetheart.  I  would  have  ...  I 
would  have  gone  with    him  to  hell.      I    would    have     .     .     . 
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well,  thffi,  I  would  ji!<t  haw  laid  dou  ■!  my  life  for  liiin,  hut 
.  .  .  no  ,urli  clian.  !■:  I  ,«h„ll  die  w  ;-h()i;'  knowing;  wlmt 
it  is  to  !ivf.  Wouhl  you  b.'licvi-  it,  iiiaiiiVclh  .  th.T-'  Ts  that 
old  CoriioiMrr.  who  is  a  ^'ood  man  all  the  >amc.  dan.uling 
about  aft.T  my  savimrs,  ju.M  like  th.-  oth.T-  who  com.,  here 
payiri^^  court  to  you  and  siiiirmj  after  tin-  ma-t«  r'.-,  iiioncy.  1 
sec  tlirou,i:li  it;  I  tiiav  he  as  hi_r  as  ;>  liay  stack,  hut  I  am  as 
sharp  as  a  iiccdl^  yet  \V,.||  •  an,  y.f  do  you  know,  inam'scllo, 
it  may  not  le  Invc,  but  I  r,.    ut  like  it." 

In  tliis  way  two  montlis  went  hy.  The  secret  that  hound 
the  three  women  sn  closely  toLfetlier  had  l)rou^'ht  a  new  inter- 
est into  tile  iiouseliold  life  liitlierto  so  monotonous.  For  thoin 
Charles  still  dwelt  ii  the  hoa.s,.,  and  came  and  went  beneath 
the  old  gray  rafter-  '  the  parlor.  Kvery  morning'  and  even- 
ing Kugeiiie  upeiied  t lie  tl Hssing-casc  and  looke.j  at  her 
aunt's  poi'rait.  Her  mother,  suddenly  connng  into  her  room 
one  Sunday  n  irniiiir.  !  aiiid  her  .ih-orbed  in  tracing  out  a 
likeness  to  Cliarle-  in  the  lady  of  the  miniature,  and  Mine. 
(Jrandet  learned  for  the  lirst  time  a  terrible  secret,  how  that 
Eugenie  had  parted  with  her  treasures  and  had  tak.  a  the 
case  in  i'.\cliange. 

"You  have  let  him  have  it  all  I"'  cried  the  terrified  mother. 
"What  will  you  say  tn  your  father  on  New  Year's  Dav  wh -n 
he  asks  to  see  vour  L'old  r" 

Eugenie's  eyi  -  W'-rr  -et  in  a  fi.xed  stare;  the  horror  of  this 
thought  so  fill<-d  the  women  that  half  the  morning  went  hy, 
and  they  wrpe  distn-sed  to  find  themscdves  too  late  for  high 
nias>.  and  wen  only  in  time  for  the  militarv  masv  The  vear 
I8i;»  was  almost  over:  there  were  only  three  nuire  dav.s  left. 
In  three  days  a  terril)le  drama  would  hcL'-in.  a  drama  un- 
dignified by  poi>on.  dagLTcr  or  blood>h.  I.  hut  fate  dealt 
.scarcely  more  eruelly  with  the  princely  house  of  \treus  than 
with  the  actors  in  this  l)oiiri:eoi-;  frairedv. 

"What  is  ',,  liecmc  of  us?'"  -aid  Mine.  (JraiiJct.  layinr 
down  her  knitting  on  her  knee. 

Poor  mother!  all  the  events  of  tin-  |  t  twx  months  had 
sadly  hindered  the  knitting,  the  woolen  cuifs  fur  wintT  wear 
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\ynv  not  tiiiislicl  wt.  a  lioi.nlv  ,-m.l  apparcntlv  inM-nificant 
lact  whidi  wa.  I.I  u,.rk  UmuI,!,.  .-ipmi;:!!  fur  h"..,-.  F^r  want 
of  tlic  wann  .ull^  .1,,.  ,aii:;iit  a  .iiill  al'l.T  a  vinlmt   irr.pira- 

tioii  l)ruu-|,|  n,i  |,v  ,,l'  I,,.,-  liu^lMinl'-  frarl'iil  (.utl.ai-«t.  of 

ra^rc 

••My  iM),.r.liiM,  I  hav,.  Uvm  ihinkiiii:,  that  if  sou  ha.l  ..iilv 
tol,l  nil'  abniii   111,,,  w,.  ^|,„„|,i  I,.,,,,  |,,„|  ,,„,,,  ,,;  ^^.j.^|^_  j^^  ^j 

<lcs  (ira.Mi,>  in  I'ans.  II..  ,„,-!, t  hav  inana-.'.!  m  >,  n.l  i.s 
soMu'  -,,1,1  ,„.,,,„  |,]„.  ,1,,,,,.  „|'  ^.„„,,,,  .,„,,  „|,|,„„^,,,  ,;,,,„j,,j 
knows  tilt'  look  of  Ihcin  >n  \Vf||.  still  jicrhaps 

'•Milt  uhiTc  loiild  we  have  l:)iin(l  ;o  inihh  nioncv?" 

"I  wouhl  haw  raiM'd  it  on  m.v  pfuiRTly.  Hcsidrs.  M.  .k-s 
(ira.->ins  uduhl  ha\r  iM'friciKJcd  us     .     .     .•' 

"Th.Tc  is   not    tunc  n -|,   now,-   faltcrvd    Kiiumii-  in   ii 

srnotlicrcd  voice,  ••■ro-niorrow  ni<.rnin-  wc  >hail  have  to  i:o 
t(.  his  room  to  ui.-h  liim  a  happy  New  Year,  -hall  wc  not  ?"'~ 

'•Oh!  Kugcnic,  why  not  ^^o  and  sec  the  Cniehot^  about 
itr" 

"Xo,  no,  that  would  he  piittiiiLT  ourselves  in  their  power; 
I  should  he  entirely  in  their  liaiid^  then.  Hesidi's,  I  jiavt' 
made  lip  my  mind.  I  have  acted  .iiiii,.  ri.-litlv.  and  I  repent 
of  nothing';  (iod  will  |)rotcct  me.  .May  His  holv  will  he 
(lone!  Ah:  if  you  had  read  that  letter,"  motlior,  vou  would 
have  thought  uf  nolluni:  hut  him." 

Thf  ne.xt  morninjr.  .lanuary  1.  ],S;'0.  the  mother  and 
daufrhtor  wore  in  an  ajjony  of  distress  that  thcv  eouid  not 
hide;  shoor  terror  su^^jxe-ted  the  .imi)le  exi.edi,.nt'of  omittin;; 
the  solemn  visit  to  (;randct-s  room.  The  hitter  weather 
served  as  an  e.\oii.-e ;  the  winter  of  ISl!)--?!)  was  the  coldest 
that  had  heen  known  for  years,  and  snow  lav  .hvp  on  the 
roofs. 

Mme.  (irandet  called  to  her  Inishand  as  ^noii  as  she  Iicard 
him  stirrin.L'.  "(irandet.  Just  let  Xanon  liLdit  a  hit  of  fire  in 
here  for  me.  the  air  is  so  sharp  that  I  am  shiverin'.'  under 
the  iu'dclothf-s.  and  at  my  time  of  life  I  must  take  care  of 
myself.     And  then,"  she  went  on  after  a  little  pause,  "Eu- 
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jrriiio  shall  conic  in  Ihtc  t'.  .In--..  Th."  pnnr  jrirl  mnv  do  hor- 
sclf  ,1  ini^cliicf  if  >\\i-  (In  v<,.»  iti  Ikt  own  room  in  snch  roid. 
Wv  will  ciinc  ilnun-tair-i  into  ihr  -iftiiiL'-rooin  and  wish  voii 
a  happy  N'i'W  Year  tlirrc  h\   the  liiv." 

'■'I'lit.  tut,  tut.  what  a  tntiLMic!  What  a  way  \it  h;«i,'in  tho 
year.  Mm.'.  (Jranch'i  !  Wtw  lia\c  nivcr  -aid  so  imich  in  your 
life  hcl'urc.  Von  ha\c  n.^t  had  a  -nu  nf  Im-ad  in  wine,  I  sup- 
pose?" 

There  was  a  moment"-  \<;\\:-i-.  Donhih^  his  wife's  pro- 
posal suited  liis  nolii.n-.  for  he  -aich  "\'.ry  wdl,  I  will  dn  as 
you  wi>h.  Mnio.  (irandit.  Voii  realiv  are  a  ^ood  sort  of 
woman,  it  wouhl  he  a  pitv  t'or  you  id  ..\pire  hefore  von  are 
•lue.  tliouirli  as  a  rule,  tlir  I.a  Hrrtellirre-,  make  ohl  hones, 
•hni't  they,  hey?"  he  cried,  after  a  ]iau.-e.  "Well,  tlieir  money 
has  fallen  in  at   la-t  :  1   for;.MVc  them."'  and  he  counlu-d. 

"Von  are  in  .spirits  thi>  morning',"  said  tlie  poor  wife. 

"I  always  am  in  spirits." 


Ileyl   hey!  cik.ixt  fr.'I.V. 

-Mend   your  tub  and   t;ikc  your  pay. 


TTo  liad  (juiie  linishcd  dre^sintr  and  came  into  his  wife's  room. 
"Yes,  nvin  d'un  prlil  lionhminnc !  ir  is  a  mifihty  hard  frost, 
all  the  same.  We  shall  have  a  L'ood  hreakfast  to-day,  wife. 
Dos  Cnussins  has  .-ent  me  a  jiatc  do  foies  L'ras.  trutlled  !  I  am 
froinj?  round  to  the  coach  otHcc  to  >.i.  after  it.  He  should 
have  .sent  a  d(Uihle  napoleon  fur  JMi^r/'uie  alonir  with  it,"  said 
the  coopi'r,  cominir  clo-cr.  and  lowennif  his  voice.  "I  have 
no  irold.  I  c<'rtainlv  had  a  U'W  old  coin<  still  left,  I  may  tell 
you  that  in  coiifidciirc.  hut  1  had  to  l,.t  tin  in  l'o  in  the  course 
of  business,"  and  hy  way  of  celehratinir  the  first  day  of  the 
year  he  kis«ed  his  wife  on  the  fniTJuMd. 

"KuL'enie."  cried  the  kind  iiiotiicr.  as  soon  as  (!randet  had 
nfoiie,  "i  don't  kr.dw  whii  li  <ide  i.f  the  hcd  \our  father  got 
o\il  on.  hut  \\'-  \-  in  a  iro  <il  luinior  this  mornini:.  Pshaw!  we 
shall  pull  throuL^li." 

''What  can  have  conic  over  the  master:"  cried   N'anon  as 
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she  camo  into  tlu-  rnorii  tn  Ii,i,'!it  the  fire.  "First  of  all.  ho 
says,  '(Jood  innrniii;r.  jrnMf  .-tiipid,  ;i  luiiiny  Xcw  Year!  Go 
upstairs  iiiid  linjit  a  lire  in  my  wilVs  nxitn  :  she  i<  l'<'cliTiir 
oold;  I  thoiiLdit  I  iiiu-t  Ik-  oir  my  head  when  !  -aw  'lin 
holdin'i  out  lii>  hand  witii  a  six-franc  piccr  in  ii  that  hadn't 
been  clipped  a  l)ii  !  Thfrr:  madamc.  only  look  at  ii  !  Oh! 
lie  is  ii  worthy  man.  all  tlw  sami — '  •  is  a  l^oo,1  niaii.  he  is. 
There  are  some  as  .iivt  harder-hearted  the  n;,l,.r  iln'v  •:ni\v: 
hut  he  turns  sweeter,  like  your  conlial  that  imoro\v<  wiih 
kcepinj:.  He  is  a  vi^ry  .i^ood  and  a  very  evei.]l,.,,t  n'laii  .  .  .■' 
("irandet's  speculation  |iad  been  cdmpleiely  successful:  this 
was  tile  eause  of  his  hi,<:h  s|>irits.  M.  i\v>  (Irassins — after  de- 
(luetinjr  various  amounts  \\hich  the  cooper  oweil  him.  partly 
for  discouiitini:  Dutch  hills  to  the  aiiKuint  (d"  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  francs,  and  partly  for  advances  of  monev  for 

the  purchase  of  a  hundred  lhou>and  livres  worth  of  consols 

M.  (ies  (irassins  was  M'lidin:,'  iiiin,  hy  diliirence.  tlnrtv  thou- 
sand francs  in  crowns,  the  remainder  (aft<'r  the  aforesaid 
deductions  had  lieen  made)  of  the  ceopi'r's  Jialf-vearlv  divi- 
dends, and  informed  Ci-andet  that  consols  were  Meadilv  ris- 
in<r.  They  stood  at  ci^lity-nine  at  the  pre.-ent  moment,  and 
well-known  <apitali>ts  were  huyin.i:  for  tlu;  next  account  at 
the  end  of  .January  at  ninety-two.  In  two  months  (irandet 
had  made  twelve  per  cent  on  his  capital:  he  had  strai.Lditened 
liis  accounts:  and  henceforward  he  would  receive  flftv  thou- 
sand francs  every  half  year,  clear  o\'  taxes  or  any  out.iroinir  ex- 
penses. In  short,  he  had  ^irrasjied  the  the<-)ry  of  consols  (a 
class  of  investment  of  which  the  provincial  mind  is  exceed- 
incrjy  shy),  and  looking:  alu'ad.  iie  beheld  himself  the  master 
of  si.\  millions  of  francs  in  rive  yt'ars'  tinn — six  millions, 
which  would  >ro  on  accinunlatiii^r  with  scarcely  any  trouble 
on  his  part — six  inillions  of  francs!  .\nd  there  was  the 
value  of  his  landed  jtroperty  to  add  to  this:  he  >aw  himself  in 
a  fair  way  to  build  uji  a  olossal  fortune.  The  six  francs 
jriven  to  Xaiioii  were  perhaps  in  n>ality  the  payment  for  an 
immense  service  which  the  girl  had  unwittingly  done  her 
niusler. 
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''Oho!  what  (Joodinan  (iraiidft  lie  after?     He  h  run- 

niiiir  as  if  thr.v  ,•  re  a  fire  ?()iia'\vluTc."  the  sliopkeepers  said 
to  each  otiici  a  they  tuok  down  thiir  shutters  tliat  New 
Year's  Ill^rllin^^ 

A  little  later  when  they  saw  him  coming  hack  from  the 
([uay  foliowi-d  l»y  a  porter  from  the  eoach  olliee,  wlio  was 
wlieeliiig  a  harrow  piled  n])  with  little  hags  full  of  some- 
thing  

"Ah  I  said  they,  '•water  always  makes  for  the  river,  the 
old  hoy  was  hurrying  after  his  erowns." 

'•They  llow  in  on  him  from  I'aris,  ami  Froidfond,  and 
Holland, ■■  .Slid  one. 

"He  will  huy  Saumur  hefore  he  has  done,"  eried  another. 

"He  does  not  care  a  raj)  lor  the  cold  ;  he  is  always  looking 
after  hi-  husiiie.-s,"  said  a  woman  to  her  hushand. 

"Hi!  M.  (irandetl  if  you  have  more  of  that  than  you 
know  what  to  do  with,  I  can  help  vou  to  '^vi  rid  of  some 
of  it." 

"Eh  I  they  are  only  copper:-,"  said  the  vinegnnver. 

"Silver,  he  means,"  .said  the  porter  in  a  low  voice. 

"Keej)  a  still  tongue  in  your  head,  if  you  want  me  to  boar 
you  in  mind."  .-aid  the  goodman  as  he  oju'iied  tiie  door. 

"Oh:  the  old  fo.\,  I  thought  he  was  deaf,"  said  the  porter 
to  himself,  ■■[nit  it  looks  as  though  he  could  hear  well  enough 
in  cold  weather." 

"Here  is  a  franc  for  a  Xew  Year's  gift,  and  keep  quiet 
about  this.  Off  with  you!  Nation  will  hring  back  the  bar- 
row. Xanonl"  cried  (irandet,  ••are  the  women-folk  gone  to 
mass  ?" 

"Yes,  sir." 

"Come,  look  sharp  and  l^'iid  a  hand  liere,  then,"  he  eried, 
and  loaded  her  with  the  bags.  In  another  minute  the  crowns 
were  .-afely  transferred  to  his  room,  where  he  locked  him- 
self in. 

"Thump  on  the  wall  when  breakfast  is  reaily,"  he  called 
through  the  door,  "and  lake  the  wheelbarrow  back  to  the 
coacli  olliee." 
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It  was  ti'ii  oVloek  before  the  faiiiily  I)reakfa.ste(l. 

"Your  fatliL'  will  not  ask  to  sec  your  <roi(l  now."  said 
Mnic.  (iraiidi't  as  tliov  caiiio  back  from  mass;  "and  if  he  doe*, 
you  can  shiver  and  say  it  is  too  c(jbl  to  <ro  upstairs  for  it. 
We  shall  liavc  time  to  make  up  the  monev  again  before  vour 
birthday     ..." 

(Jrandet  came  down  the  stairs  with  his  head  full  of  schemes 
for  transforming  the  (ive-franc  pieces  just  received  from 
Paris  into  gohl  coin,  which  should  be  neither  clipped  nor  iiglil 
weight.  Jle  thought  of  his  admiraljiy-linied  investm(>nt  in 
(lovernment  stock,  and  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  con- 
tinue to  put  his  money  into  consols  until  they  .-ose  to  a  hun- 
dred francs.  Such  meditations  as  the>e  i),,'(!e(l  ill  for  Eu- 
genie. As  soon  as  he  cam(!  in  the  two  women  wisjied  him 
a  prosperous  New  Year,  each  in  her  own  way;  Mnie.  (irandet 
was  grave  and  ceremonious,  but  his  daughter  jiut  her  arms 
round  his  neck  and  Jxissed  him.  ".Mia!  child,"  he  said,  kiss- 
ing her  on  both  cheeks,  "l  am  iliinking  and  working  for  you, 
you  seel  ...  I  want  you  tn  be  happy  and  if  you  are 
to  bo  happy,  you  must  iiave  ukmicv;  for  you  won't  get  any- 
thing without  it.  Look!  here  is  a  brand  new  napoleon, ""l 
sent  to  Paris  on  purpose  for  it.  .\'<nii  (run  petit  Ijonlionimc ! 
there  is  not  a  speck  of  gold  in  the  hou-c.  except  vours,  vou 
are  the  one  who  has  the  gold.  Let  me  .-^ee  vour  >rold  little 
girl." 

"Bah!  it  is  too  cold,  let  us  hav(>  breakfast,"  Eugenie  an- 
swered. 

"Well,  then,  after  iireakfa^t  we  will  have  a  look  at  it,  eh? 
It  will  be  good  for  our  digestions.  That  great  des  Crassins 
sent  us  this,  all  the  same."  he  went  on.  "so  get  vour  break- 
fasts, children,  for  it  costs  us  nothing.  Ht's  (irassins  is  go-  ' 
ing  on  nicely;  I  am  pleased  with  him;  the  old  tish  is  doing 
Charles  a  service,  and  all  free  gratis.  Heally.  he  is  managing 
poor  deal-  (irandet 's  alfairs  \cry  cleverly.  Ououh:  ououh  !" 
he  cried,  with  his  mouth  full,  "this  is  good  !  I-iat  awav.  wife; 
there  is  enough  here  to  la.-t  us  for  two  davs  at  least." 

"I  am  not  hungrv.     I  am  verv  poorlv,  vou  know  that  verv 
well."  ... 
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"Oh!  Ah!  hut  voii  have  a  sound  oonstitution :  von  are  a 
La  Bortt'lhoro.  aii.l  you  can  put  awav  a  -roat  .h'a]  without 
any  f,,,r  of  ,l,n,:;,^in-  vour.rlf.  V,.„  ,„av  be  a  triilo  sallow, 
but  1  have  a  likiiiLr  for  ycliow  nivsrlf." 

The  prisoner  shrinkin-  from  a  uul.lie  and  i-nominious 
death  could  not  well  await  his  doom  with  a  more  siek-onin<r 
dread  than  .Mn,e.  (Jrandet  a.ul  Ku..',,;,.  f,.|t  ,.  thev  foresaw 
he  end  of  breakfast  an.l  ihe  innxitable  se<|Ufl.  The  more 
hoisterou.lv  th..  conp.-r  talked  ;,nd  ate.  the  h.wer  sank  their 
spirits:  but  to  the  ,i:irl.  in  this  crisis,  a  certain  support  was 
not  ackin-  love  was  stron-  within  Imt  "1  would  die  a  thou- 
sand (kMths.  ■  she  thouirht.  "for  hini.  for  him!" 
_  She  looked  at  her  mother,  and  couraire  and  defiance  shone 
in  her  eyes. 

By  eleven  oVIock  thev  had  tini>hed  breakfast  "Clear 
cvervtliin-  away,"  (irandet  told  X,,non.  "but  leave  n.s  the 
table.  \\,.  can  look  ov(  r  your  little  trcHsuro  more  comforta- 
bly >o.  *  he  said  with  his  eyes  on  Kup'-nie.  -Lifflr.  said  1? 
Tis  not  so  small,  th  nijrh.  upon  my  word.  Your  coins  alto- 
^etliT  are  actually  worth  live  thoiisan.l  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-nme  francs,  then  with  fortv  mor..  this  morninj,'.  that 
makes  si.x  thou.sand  francs  all  but  one.  Well,  I  will  trive  you 
another  franc  to  make  up  the  sum.  because,  you  see.  li'ttle 
Kirl  .  .  .  Well!  now.  whv  arc  vou  listenin<r  to  us?  Just 
take  your.-^elf  olf,  Xanon.  .md  .,■;  about  vour  work!" 

Xanon  vanished. 

"Listen.  Ku.ircnic,  von  mii>t  let  me  have  vour  <roId.  You 
will  not  refuse  to  let  your  papa  have  "it?  £h,  little 
dau^ditcr?" 

Neither  of  the  women  spoke. 

"I  myself  have  no  <|-o!d  hd't.  I  had  .some  once,  hut  T  have 
none  now.  I  will  ^rivc  vou  si,\  th<nisand  francs  in  >ilver  for 
It.  and  yon  >ha]|  invest  it:  I  will  show  vou  li-.w.  There  i^ 
really  no  ne.'d  to  think  of  a  ,h,zr>,.  When  von  are  married 
(which  will  be  befoiv  very  Ion-)  I  v>ill  luid  a  husband  for 
you  who  will  oivc  vou  the  handsomest  dozni  that  has  ever 
been  heard  of  hereabouts.     There  ,s  a  splendid  upportunitv 
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just  now;  yon  can  inv.'st  vour  six  tliousamJ  franos  in  Govcrn- 
nu'nt  .-tock.  and  cvn-y  six  months,  when  dividomls  are 
due.  yon  will  haw  ,ih..iit  two  inindivd  francs  coniin^r  m.  all 
clear  of  ta\(-.  and  no  repairs  to  pay  for.  and  no  frosts'nnr 
hail  nor  had  -iMxins.  none  of  all  the  tiresome  drawbacks  you 
have  to  i;iy  your  aecmint  with  if  yoii  put  your  nion.'V  into 
land,  ^'ou  durrt  like  t,.  p.-in  with  yonr  <:old".  eh?  l~.  that  it, 
littlr  -irl?  Never  mind.  In  me  haVe  it  all  the  same.  I  will 
look  <mt  for  jxold  <-oiiis  for  yon.  ducats  from  Holland,  and 
K<novines  and  rortu^nn'.^c  mohlons  and  rupees,  the  Mo-ul's 
rupees;  and  what  with  tho  coins  I  .<hall  -ive  vou  on  vour 
birthday  and  m.  forth,  you  wi'l  have  half  y..nr  little  hoard 
a;:ain  in  three  vrars"  ti'iie.  beside,  the  three' thousand  francs 
in  the  funds.  What  do  \,.ii  ^av.  little  -irlr  Look  up.  child! 
There!  there!  iirini:  it  hep.-,  my  pet.  You  owe  me  a  -ood  kis.s 
for  tellin.i:  you  hu-ine.->  .-e,  ivt^  and  mysteries  .,f  the  life  and 
death  id'  live-fraiie  piece,.  Five-frane  i)ieee>  !  Y,.<.  indeed, 
the  coin>  live  and  -ad  about  Just  like  men  do;  thev  jro  and 
eonie  and  sweat  and  miiilijily." 

Ku<:enie  m.-e  and  made  a  few  ,>teps  towards  the  door:  then 
>he  turned  abruptlv.  looked  her  father  full  in  the  face,  and 
said — 

"All  ?)n/  ^'old  is  e-one :  I  have  none  left." 

"AH  your  j:nld  is  irone!"  eilioed  (irandef,  .starting  up,  ao 
.1  hor.se  mijriit  rear  when  the  cannon  tiumders  not  ten  paces 
from  him. 

"Yes,  it  i.s  all  ixone." 

"Eugenie!  vou  are  dreaming!" 

"No." 

"By  my  father's  prunmg-hook  !"  Whenever  the  cooper 
swore  in  this  fashion,  the  floor,  .and  ceilin-s  rremi)led. 

"Lord  have  mercy!"  cried  Xanon  :  "how  white  tlie  mistre«.s 


"Grandet.  you  will  kill  me  with  your  angrv  fits,"  said  the 
Ijoor  wife. 

"Tut,  tut,  tut  ;  none  of  ye,ur  family  cv.t  die.  Xow.  Ku- 
geiiie!  what  have  you  done  with  \our  money?'"  he  burst  out 
as  he  turned  upon  her. 
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The  pirl  was  on  her  knees  l)esi(le  Mnie.  Crandct. 

"Look!  sir,"  .slie  ^.al(l,  "my  niuther  i.s  very  ill  ...  do 
not  kill  her." 

(Irandet  was  alarmed;  lii>  \vil\.*s  dark,  sallow  complexion 
had  grown  so  white. 

"Nanon.  come  and  help  me  up  u,  hed,"  she  said  in  a  feeblf 
voiee.     "'rhi<  is  killing  me     .     .     ." 

Xanon  gave  an  arm  t..  her  mi.^tress.  and  Kiigenie  sup- 
ported iier  on  the  oilier  >uli' :  \m[  it  wa>  diilv  with  the  greatest 
dillieuity  that  they  reached  !„■,•  rnuni,  I'or  the  pnor  mother's 
strengtii  (•(-iiiplet.'ly  failed  l,,,-.  and  .-he  stumhl.',!  at  every 
step,  (irandet  was  left  ahuie  m  the  jiarhir.  After  a  wiiile, 
howe\er.  he  eame  part  (d'  the  v.  ,v  upstair.-,  and  called  out— 

"luigenie!  e'ome  down  again  as  so(jn  as  your  mother  is 
in  bed." 

•'Yes,  father." 

In  no  long  time  she  returned  to  him,  after  comforting  her 
mother  as  best  she  cm  Id. 

"Now.  my  daughter."  (u-an.let  aildre.-.-ed  her.  "vou  will 
tell   me  where  your  iikphcv  is." 

"If  J  am  not  i)erfect;y  free  to  do  a.-  I  like  with  vimr  pres- 
ents, father,  plea.-e  take  them  hack  again."  .-aid  Eugenie 
foldly.  She  went  to  the  ehimney-pieee  for  the  napoleon,  and 
Kave  it  tu  her  father. 

fJrandet  pounced  upon  it.  and  slipped  it  into  his  waistcoat 
pocket. 

"1  will  never  g,  -  you  .uivthing  again,  1  know."  h(>  said, 
biting  his  thumb  at  her.  "Vou  look  down  on  your  father, 
do  you?  You  have  no  coniidence  in  him:-  Do  vmi  know 
what  a  father  is?  If  he  is  not  everything  to  ynii.  hi'  is  noth- 
ing.    .\ijir  :  wliere  is  your  gold  ?" 

"I  do  respect  you  and  love  you.  father,  in  spite  of  yonr  an- 
ger: but  1  would  verv  humbly  point  out  to  vou  that  I  an- 
twenty-two  years  old.  You  liave  (old  me  that  I  am  of  age 
often  enoiigli  for  ine  to  know  it.  ]  !|,-ivi.  .h)nc  as  I  liked  with 
my  nioni'y,  and  rest  as.-iired  that  it  is  in  good  hand.s " 

"Whose?" 
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That 


is  an  inviolable  secret,"  she  said.     "Ha 


vc  von  not 


your  secret; 


Am  I  not  tlie  head  of  my  family:-'     May  I  not  he  allowed 


to  have  my  own  I 


>u>m(ss  all'air 


•T 


lis  is  inv  own  all'air. 


•It  mnst  1 


if 


»e  >oi,ietliinj:  very  iiii.satisfaetory,  Mile.  Grandot, 


If  you  cannot  i,.||  your  (.wn  father  ahout  it. 


about 


it  is  perfeetlv  satisfaetorv,  and   I 


cannot  tell  inv  father 


"Tell  me.  at  any  rate,  when  you  parted  with  vour  ^'old. 
Kuuenie  shook  lier  liead. 

"You  still  hail  it  on  your  birthday,  hadn't  yon?     Kh  ?" 
But  if  ^^rerd  had  made  her  fath<-r  eraftv,  love  had 


P^UL'enie  to  be  war\ 


he  shook  her  head  atraii 


taught 


■Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  ,-ueh  obstinacy,  or  of  such  a  rob- 


Tv!'"  cried  (irandet. 


in  a  voice  which  Lrraduallv  ro.<e  till  it 


ram    ilirou^di  tlie  hon.se.     "What!  Iinr.  in  mv  1 


lousc,  in  niv 


Ott" 


ui.M',  .<ome  one  has  taken  your  irnld  !   Taken  all  the  <'old 


th.  here  was  in  the  place!  .\iid  I  am  not  to  k 
Wit  Mold  is  a  jirecious  tliinir.  The  best  of  pirl 
ti      -iipow  themselves  away  one  way  or  another;  that  liani 


now  who  it 
.s  po  wron'' 


il  ;rreat  folk,  and  even  amoii<.' 


)ons 


of         iwms:  _'old  away  I     For  y( 

po.-     h :- ■ 


Mit  citizens;  but  think 


<u  <rave  it  to  soniebodv,  I  s 


su 


P- 


^'enie  jT-  -e  no  si<rn. 


chi       d* 


an;      ne  ever   ~ee  such  a  danjihter!     Can  von  be  a 


If 


mu.-L     av'  -eipt  for  it- 


yiui   iiave  parte<l  with  your  money,  you 


•W 


it  n 


lu  do  as  I  wished  with  it — Yes  or  Xo?     W 


as 


"Wh;.         I  are  a  cliild  " 

"1  ail.  01  age." 

At  first  (irandet  was  struck  dumb  by  his  dancrlitor  daring  to 
argue  with  him.  and  in  this  way!  He  turned  pale,  stamped, 
swore,  and  finding  words  at   last,  he  shouted — 

".\ccinved  s(Tp(>nt:  :\i;-.erable  girl!  (^b  !  yon  know  well 
that  I  luve  y(,u,  and    you  take    advantage  of  it !     You    un- 
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pratcfiil  Hiiki:  Sh,-  would  mh  anil  iminlcr  hor  own  fathor! 
I'unlin,'  von  wnnl.l  h,i\,.  thrown  all  we  have  at  tho  foot  of 
that  vaj:aiionil  with  the  morocco  boots.  By  my  father's 
prunin^'-hook,  I  cannot  disinherit  yon.  hut  nam  d'lni  tonnenu, 
I  (an  (iir.-f  you:  you  and  your  cousin  and  your  children. 
Xothin^r  iTood  can  come  out  of  this:  do  you  hear?  If  it  was 
to  Charles  that  .  .  .  Uut,  no.  (hat  is  impossihle.  What 
if  that  nii<crahl(>  jmppy  should  have  rolihed  me?" 

lie  friared  at  liis  dau<:hter,  who  was  still  silent  and  un- 
moved. 

".She  does  not  stir!  She  does  not  tlinch  1  She  is  more  of 
a  (iraiidet  than  I  am.  You  did  not  irive  vour  -rold  away  for 
nothin;.',  anyhow.     Come,  now:  tell  me  ahont  it  r" 

Eugenie  looked  nj)  at  lier  father;  her  satirical  glance  e.xas- 
perated  liiin. 

'"Kugenie.  this  is  my  house;  so  long  as  you  are  under  your 
father's  roof  you  mu.^t  do  as  your  fatlier  bids  you.  The 
J  nests  conuuand  you  to  ohev  nic." 

Eugenie  heiit  her  head  again. 

"^ou  arc  wounding  all  my  tenderest  feelncj-s."  lie  went  on. 
"Get  out  of  my  sight  until  yoii  are  r.  adv  to  ohev  me.  do 
to  your  room  and  stay  there  until  I  give  vou  ave  to  come 
out  of  it.  Nan(jn  will  bring  you  bread  and  water.  Do  vou 
hear  what  I  .say?    (Jo!" 

E\igenie  hurst    into  tears,  and   fled   away   to  her   mother. 

Grandet  took  several  turns  in  his  garden  without  heeding  the 

snow  or  the  cold;  then,  suspecting  that  his  daughter  would 

he  in  his  wife's  room,  and  ilidighted  with  the  idea  of  catching 

them  in  flagrant  disobedience  to  orders,  he  climbed  the  stairs 

as  stealthily  as  a  cat.  and  suddenly  ap})eare-:  in  Mtne.  Gran- 

det's  room.     He  was  right:  she  was  stroking  Eugenie's  hair, 

and  the  girl  lay  with  her  face  hidden  in  her  mother's  breast. 

"V<x)r  child!     Never  mind,  your  father  will  reletit." 

"She  has  no  longer  a   father!"  said    the    cooper.     "Is  it 

really  possible.  Mme,  (Jrandct.  that  we  h.ivc  brouglit  such  a 

disobedient  daughter  iiUo  the  world?     .\  |)retty  bringing  up: 

and  pious,  too,  above  all  things!     Well!    liuw  is  it  you  are 
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not  in  your  room?     ('onu'.  off  to  prison  with  vnu  ;  to  pn.son, 
miss." 

"Do  you  TiM'fin  to  take  my  diuiL'-fitcr  .iwiiv  from  m.'.  sir?" 
Huid  Mmc.  (.'raiKJrt,  a>  >lic  raised  a  tluslicd  face  aiid  l)right, 
feverish  eye-. 

-If  you  wiiiit  to  keep  iier.  take  her  aloiiLT  with  you.  and  tlte 
liouse  will  he  rid  of  you  l)oth  at  oiiee.  .  .  ."  Tunncrrr! 
Wliere  is  the  -oM  ?     Wliat   l;as  he,-., me  ,,f  the  •Z'Ai\':" 

Euj,'eiiie  rose  to  her  feet,  looked  j)roiidly  at  !ier  father,  and 
went  into  her  room;  tlie  goodmaii  turned  the  key  in  ihe  door. 

"Xaiioii  :"'  lie  sliouted,  '"you  can  rake  out  the  tire  in  the 
parlor  :"■  then  he  came  hack  and  sat  down  in  an  ea-v-chair 
that  stood  hetwcen  the  fire  and  his  wife"-  iu-dside,  sa^-inj:  as 
he  (lid  >o.  "Of  (uurse  -he  rrave  her  i^old  to  that  miscrahlo 
seducer  Ciuirles,  who  only  tared  for  our  monev." 

-Mine,  (irandet's  love  for  her  dauirhtor  irave  her  courafrc  in 
the  face  of  this  dan;:er;  to  all  api.earaiice  she  was  deaf,  iliimh. 
and  blintl  to  all  that  was  implied  hy  this  speech,  .^lie  turned 
on  her  bed  .so  as  to  avoid  the  angry  glitter  of  her  husband's 
eyes. 

*"I  knew  nothing  about  all  this."  she  ,-aid.  "Your  anger 
makes  me  so  ill,  that  if  my  forebodings  come  true  I  shall  onlv 
leave  tiiis  room  when  they  carry  me  out  feet  foremost.  I 
think  you  might  have  -pared  me  tiiis  -cene,  sir.  I.  at  all 
events,  have  never  caused  you  any  vexation.  Your  dau<fhter 
loves  you.  and  I  am  sure  she  is  as  innoc.'nt  as  a  new-born 
babe;  so  do  not  make  her  nii.serable.  ami  take  bark  vour  word. 
Tliis  cold  is  terribly  sharp;  it  might  make  her  seriouslv  ill." 

"I  shall  neither  see  her  nor  speak  to  her.  She  shall  stoj) 
in  her  room  on  bread  and  water  until  she  has  done  as  her 
father  bids  her.  What  t!ie  devil  \  the  head  of  a  familv  ou>:ht 
to  know  when  gold  goes  out  of  his  house,  and  where  it  goes. 
She  had  the  onlv  rupees  that  there  are  in  France,  for  aught 
1  know;  then  there  were  genovines  besides,  and  Dutch 
ducats " 

"K  -j-eiiie  is  our  only  child,  and  even  if  she  had  thing  thera 
into  the  water " 
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"Into  tlip  u-ator!"  slioiitcd  fhc  wnrtliv  0(>oj)or.  "luin  Ihc 
water'  Mnic.  (Irandct.  voii  arr  rav  ii^  '.  '  Wlu  ii  I  .<a.v  a  tliiiij:, 
1  mean  it,  as  yon  know.  If  yon  uaiit  to  liavc  peace  in  the 
house,  got  her  to  confess  to  you.  and  worm  thi-;  >ecret  out  of 
her.  Women  understand  eaeli  otiier,  arid  aiv  clevenr  at  this 
sort  of  tliin-,'  than  we  are.  Wliatever  .-he  nuiv  liav«.  done.  I 
certainly  shall  not  eat  her.  Is  she  afraid  of  niey  If  slie  had 
covered  her  eou.sin  with  gold  from  h.ad  to  f<„,t,  he  is  ^afe  on 
the  high  sea.s  hy  this  time,  hcin?  We  cannot  run  after 
him '" 

"Keally,  sir     .     .     ."  his  wife  hegan. 

But  Mnie.  Grandefs  nature  had  devejojied  during  her 
daughter's  lrouI)le:  she  felt  more  keenly,  and  perhaps  her 
thoughts  moved  more  ((uickly,  or  it  may  he  that  excitement 
and  the  .strain  upon  her  over-wrought  nerves  had  sharpened 
lier  mental  faculties.  She  saw  tiie  wen  on  lier  husband'^ 
face  twitch  ominously  even  a.^  she  hegan  to  speak,  and 
changed  her  purpose  without  changing  her  voice. 

'Keally,  sir,  have  I  any  more  authority  over  her  than  vou 
haver  She  has  never  said  a  wonl  about  it  to  me.  She  takes 
after  you." 

"tJoodne.'^s !  your  tongue  is  hung  in  the  middle  this  morn- 
ing! Tut,  tut.  tut  :  you  are  going  to  fly  in  mv  face,  1  sup- 
pose?    Perhaps  you  and  she  are  both  in  it." 

Me  glared  at  liis  wife. 

"Keally,  M.  (irandet,  if  you  want  to  kill  me,  vou  have  only 
to  keep  on  as  you  ar.  doing.  I  tell  you,  .«ir,  and  if  it  were 
to  cost  me  my  life,  1  would  say  it  again  --you  are  too  hard 
on  your  daughter;  she  is  a  great  deal  more  .sensible  than  vou 
are.  The  uumey  belonged  to  her;  she  could  only  have  made 
a  good  use  of  it,  and  our  good  W(uks  ought  to  "be  known  to 
God  alone.  Sir.  I  implore  you.  take  Kugenie  back  into  fa- 
vor. It  will  les.sen  the  ellVct  of  the  shock  your  anger  gave  me, 
and  perhaps  will  save  my  life.  ^Iv  daughter,  sir:  give  me 
back  my  daughter !" 

"I  am  otr,"  he  -aid.  "It  is  unltearable  Iumt  in  my  house, 
when  a  mother  and  daughter  talk  and  argue  as  if     . 
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Rrnoouhl  Pouali !  Voii  have  given  mc  bifter  Sow  Year't; 
j.'ifts,  Kuginic!"  he  r;illr,l  "V«s,  ys  ory  awnv  !  You  shall 
rt'pt'lit  it,  (1(»  yi.ii  h(ai\''  Wlut  is  tlif  ;:(h)(I  i,\'  takiiiL'  the  sac- 
raiiicnt  six  tiiiu-  a  ijuarti  r  if  yo'i  j^ivc  xoiir  failu-r's  ifold 
away  on  ilic  sly  i  <  an  itilc  ra-cal  who  will  hn-ak  voiir  lioart 
wIr'ii  yon  li,r,c  nollmij;  else  left  to  givi'  hiui?  Yoii  will  find 
out  WMat  ho  i>,  tiiat  t'iiarlos  of  yours,  with  liis  in  rocco  l)oots 
ami  his  -laud-oll'  airs,  lie  (in  havo  no  Iicart  and  no  con- 
siionti'  I'lthcr.  wh<'ii  ho  daros  to  carry  oil  a  poor  f-'irl's  money 
witliout  thi'  consent  of  her  j)ari'nts." 

As  so'>ii  as  the  strect-dnor  was  sliut,  Kugenic  stole  out  of 
her  room  and  came  to  lier  mother's  hedside. 

"You  were  very  hrave  for  your  dauf,diter's  sake,"  she  said. 

''You  see  wiiere  crooked  wa\.s  lead  us,  child  !  .  .  .  You 
have  made  me  tell  a  lie" 

'•Oh'  mother,  J  will  pray  U<  (iod  to  let  all  tlie  ptiinshment 
fall  o!    me." 

'"Is  It  true?"  asked  Xanon.  comin;;  upstairs  in  dismav, 
"that  madcmoiscll.  here  is  to  be  jiut  <■'  hread  .md  water  for 
the  rest  of  her  life?" 

"What  due    it   matter,  Xanon  r"  asked    Kiiireiiie  calmly. 

"Why,  before  1  wir.ld  cat  M.itchetr  while  the  daughter  of 
the  house  is  eating  dry  bread,  I  w mid  .  .  .  no,  no,  it 
won't  do." 

"Don't  say  a  wnrd  about  it.  Xanon,"  Kugenie  warned  her. 

"It  would  Slick  in  my  throat;  but  you  shall  see." 

Grandct  dined  alone  for  the  first  time  in  twenty-four  years. 

"So  you  are  a  widower,  sir,"  said  Xanon.  "It  is  a  very 
dismal  thing  to  be  a  widower  when  you  have  a  wife  and 
daughter  in  the  house." 

"1  did  not  speak  to  you,  did  1  ?  Kei'p  a  still  tongue  in  your 
head,  or  you  will  have  to  go.  What  have  you  in  that  saucepan 
that  I  can  hear  boiling  away  on  the  stove":'" 

''Some  dripping  that  I  am  melting  down '' 

"There  will  bo  some  people  here  this  evening;  light  the 
fire." 

The  Cruchots  and  their  friends,  Mme.  des  Graspins  and 
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hrr  son.  all  caiiic  in  about  cijrlit  dVIork.  and  to  thoir  aniazf- 
iMcnt  saw  ncitluT  Mine,  (irand.t  n-.r  Iht  .!aii>:litcr. 

"M.v  wiff  is  not  very  v.  li  lo-day,  aii.l  Kii-renic  is  upstairs 
with  her,"  r('|ilit'(l  thf  oM  inopcr.  without  a  trace  of  pertur- 
bation on  his  face. 

^  After  an  Imur  sjient  in  more  or  less  trivial  talk,  Mnie.  des 
(Irassins,  who  ha.l  ^'one  up>tairs  to  see  Mine,  (irandet.  eaine 
down  apiin  to  the  dinin>,'-rooni,  and  was  tnet  with  a  ^'eneral 
imjuirv  of  "How  is  Mnie.  (Irandet:-" 

"She  is  very  far  from  well.""  the  lady  said  gravely, 
'•fler  health  seems  to  me  to  be  in  a  very  precarious  state.  \t 
her  time  of  i:fe  you  oiiirht  to  take  great  care  of  her,  papa 
(Irandet." 

"We  -hall  see."  said  me  vinegrower  abstractedly,  and  the 
whole  party  took  leave  of  him.  As  soon  as  the  Cru'ehots  were 
out  in  tlie  stre<'t  and  the  door  was  shut  behind  theiu,  Mine, 
des  (Jrassins  turned  to  them  and  said.  -Somelhing  has  hap- 
pened among  the  (;ran(let>.  The  mother  is  very  ill;  she  her- 
self has  no  idea  how  ill  she  is,  aiu!  the  girl's  eves  are  red.  as 
if  she  had  been  crying  for  a  long  while.  Are  they  wanting 
to  marry  her  a^  linst  her  will?" 

That  night,  when  the  cooper  had  gone  to  bod,  N'anon.  in 
list  slii)i)er  stole  up  to  Kugeiiie's  room,  and  displaved  a 
raised  pie.  which  she  had  managed  to  bake  in  a  saucepan. 

"Here,  madcmoi.^elle."  said  the  kind  soul,  "C'ornoiller 
brought  a  hare  for  me.  Yuu  eat  so  little  that  the  pie  will  last 
yi  u  for  ()uite  a  week,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  its  spoiling  in 
this  frost.  You  shall  not  live  on  dry  bread,  at  anv  rate:  it 
is  not  at  all  goo<l  for  you." 

"Poor  XanonI"  said  Kugenie,  as  she  pressed  the  girl's 
hand. 

"I  have  made  it  very  dainty  and  nice,  and  hr  never  found 
out  about  it.  I  paid  for  the  bird  and  the  bay-leaves  out  of 
my  si.\  francs:  1  can  surely  do  as  1  like  with  my  own  monev," 
and  the  old  servant  fled,  thinking  that  she  heard  (irandet 
stirring. 


Hi'if!^ 


MICROCOPY    RESOLUTION    TEST    CHART 

-iNSI  o'H)  ISO  iEST  CHART  No    2 


1.0 


I.I 


132 


>;  m 


112.2 
2.0 

1.8 


1.25 


1.4 


1.6 


^     .APPLIED  irvMGE     Inc 


166 


EFOENIE  fJRANDET 


Sf'voral  months  wont  hy.  Tlic  coopi>r  wont  to  sco  hi?  wife 
at  various  tinios  in  tlic  'lay,  and  novor  montionod  his  (lan!:rh- 
ter's  nunio — novor  saw  hor,  nor  iiiado  the  slightost  allusion 
to  hor.  Mnio.  (irandot's  lioaltli  ,<rrow  worse  and  worso:  sho 
had  not  onoo  loft  hor  room  sinoo  that  tcrrihlo  .laniiarv  morn- 
ing. But  nothing  shook  tho  old  coopor's  dotoniiination  :  ho 
was  hard,  cold,  and  unyielding  as  a  block  of  granite.  llt> 
came  and  wont,  his  manner  of  life  was  in  nowise  altered: 
hut  he  did  not  stammer  now,  and  ht^  talked  less;  perhaps, 
too,  in  matters  of  husincss.  ]>eople  found  him  harder  than 
before,  hut  errors  crept  into  his  hook-keeping. 

Something  had  certainly  happened  in  tho  (Jrandet  faniilv. 
both  Crnchotins  and  Grassinistes  were  agreed  on  that  head: 
and  "What  can  he  the  matter  with  the  (irandots?"  heeame 
a  stock  question  whioh  people  asked  each  other  at  every  social 
gathering  in  Saumur. 

Eugenie  went  regularly  to  ehureh.  escorted  liv  Xanon. 
If  Mme.  des  Grassins  s]ioke  to  h(>r  in  the  porch  as  she  came 
out,  the  girl  would  answer  evasively,  and  tlie  lady's  curiosity 
remained  ungratifiod.  But  after  two  months  spent  in  this 
fashion  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hide  the  real  state  of 
affairs  from  Mme.  des  Grassins  or  from  the  Crnchots;  a  time 
came  when  all  pretexts  were  exhausted,  and  Kugenie's  con- 
stant absence  still  <lenuinded  an  explanation.  .V  littl(>  later, 
though  no  one  cotiM  say  how  or  when  the  secret  leaked  out. 
it  became  common  i)ro])orty.  and  tho  whole  town  knew  that 
ever  since  Xew  Year's  Day  Mile.  (Jrandet  had  !)o(>n  locked  up 
in  her  room  by  her  father's  orders,  and  that  there  she  lived 
on  bread  and  water  in  solitary  confinement,  and  without  a 
fire.  Xanon,  it  was  reporttd.  cooked  dainties  for  hor.  and 
brought  food  secretly  to  her  room  at  night.  Further  par- 
ticulars woro  known.  It  was  oven  said  that  only  wl.en  (Jran- 
det was  out  of  the  house  could  the  young  girl  nurse  her 
mother,  or  indeed  see  her  at  all. 

People  blamed  Grandi't  severely.  Tie  was  regarded  as  an 
outlaw,  as  it  were,  by  the  whole  town  .  all  his  hardness,  his 
bad    faith    was    remembered    against    iiim.  and    every    one 
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8(1!'  .ned  him.  They  wliispcivd  and  jioiiitod  at  him  as  lie 
went  by:  and  as  his  dauirhtcr  |)i:s.-fd  ahm?  the  crooked  street 
on  her  way  to  mass  or  to  vespers,  with  Xanon  at  her  side, 
people  would  hurry  to  their  wiudous  and  look  curiously  at 
the  wealthy  heiress'  face — a  face  so  ^ad  and  so  divinely 
sweet. 

The  town  oossip  reached  her  ean>  a.-  slowly  as  it  reached 
iier  father's.  Tier  itnprisonmeiii  aiKl  her  father's  displeasure 
were  as  nothin.ir  to  her:  had  she  not  her  map  of  the  world? 
And  from  her  window  could  >he  not  see  the  little  bench,  the 
old  wall,  and  the  ;i-ardeii  walk>y  Was  not  the  sweetness  of 
those  past  kis.'^es  still  upon  her  \]j):^'f  So,  sustained  by  love 
and  by  tlie  eonsciousness  of  her  innocence  in  the  sight"  of 
God.  she  coidd  patiently  endure  her  solitary  life  and  her 
father's  anger:  hut  there  was  another  sorrow,  so  deep  and 
so  overwhelming  that  Eugenie  could  not  find  a  refuge  from 
it.  The  gentle,  jjatient  mother  was  gradually  passing  away; 
it  seemed  as  if  the  beauty  of  her  soul  shone  out  more  and 
more  brightly  in  those  dark  days  as  she  drew  nearer  to  the 
tomb.  Kugenie  often  bitterly  blamed  herself  for  this  illness, 
telling  herself  that  she  had  been  the  innocent  cause  of  the 
painful  malady  that  was  slowly  consuming  her  mother's  life; 
and.  in  spite  of  all  her  mother  said  to  comfor*  her,  this  re- 
morseful feeling  made  her  cling  more  closely  to  the  love  she 
was  to  lose  so  soon.  Kvery  morning,  as  soon  as  her  father 
had  left  the  iiouse.  she  went  to  sit  at  hi'r  mother's  bedside. 
Xanon  used  to  bring  her  breakfast  to  her  there.  But  for 
poor  Kugenie  in  her  sadness,  this  suffering  was  almost  moie 
than  she  could  b(>ar:  she  looked  at  her  mother's  face,  and 
then  at  Xanon.  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  and  was  dumb:  she 
did  not  dare  to  s]ieak  of  her  c(uisin  now.  It  was  always  Mme. 
Orandet  who  began  to  talk  ol'  him  :  it  was  -ho  who  was  forced 
to  say.  '''Where  is  In'?    Why  does  /(-■  not  write?" 

X'either  mother  nor  daughter  had  .inv  idea  of  the  distance. 

''Let  us  think  of  him  without  talking  about  him,  mother," 
Eugenie  would  answer.  •'You  are  suffering:  you  come  before 
everv  one;"  and  when  she  said,  "everv  one,"  Eugenie  meant 
"him."  ^ 
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"I  liavo  no  wish  to  live  any  lon^ucr,  children."'  Mnit\  (Jran- 
(lot  u^M  to  .-ay.  'Midil  in  His  protecting  care  ha^  led  me  to 
look  forward  joyfully  to  (jratli  a>  the  end  of  my  sorrows." 

]-]verything  that  >he  >aid  was  full  oi  ('hri>tian  ])ietv.  For 
the  tir^t  W'W  months  of  the  year  lirr  husband  l»reakfastr(l  in 
her  room,  and  always,  as  he  w.ilked  restlessly  about,  he  heard 
the  same  words  from  her.  uttered  with  aiii^elie  gentleness, 
l)ut  with  firmness;  the  m-ar  approach  of  death  had  given  her 
the  courage  which  she  had  lacked  all  her  life. 

"Thank  you,  >ir.  for  the  interest  whicli  you  take  in  my 
health, ■■  she  said  in  respon-e  to  the  merest  formality  of  ar 
inquiry;  "hut  if  you  really  wish  to  sweeten  the  bitterness  of 
my  last  moments,  and  to  alleviate  my  sufferings,  forgive  our 
daughter,  and  act  liki'  a  ('hri>tian,  a  husl)and.  and  a  father." 

At  these  words  (Irandet  would  come  and  sit  down  bv  the 
bed,  much  as  a  man  who  is  threatened  iiy  a  shower  betakes 
himself  resignedly  to  the  nearest  sheltering  archway.  lie 
would  say  nothing,  and  Ids  wife  might  say  wluit  she  liked. 
To  the  most  pathetic,  loving,  and  fervent  prayers,  he  -.onld 
reply,  "My  poor  wife,  you  are  looking  a  bit  pale  to-day." 

His  daughter  seemed  to  have  passed  entirelv  out  of  his 
mind;  the  mention  of  her  name  brought  no  change  over 
his  stonv  face  and  hard-set  mouth.     He  alwavs  gave  the  same 


vague  answers  to  her  jileadings,  coi 


in  almost  the  same 


words,  and  did  not  heed  his  wife's  white  face,  nor  the  tears 
that  flowed  (k)wn  her  cheeks. 

"May  (iod  forgive  you.  as  I  do,  sir,"  she  said.  "You  will 
have  )ieed  of  mercy  some  day.  " 

Since  his  wife's  illness  hail  begun  he  had  not  ventured  to 
make  use  of  his  formidable  "Tut,  tut,  tut,"  hut  his  tyranny 
was  not  relaxed  one  whit  by  bis  wife's  angelic  gentleness. 

Her  plain  face  was  growing  almost  beautiful  now  as  a 
beautiful  nature  showed  it>elf  more  and  more,  and  her  soul 
grew  absolute.  It  seemed  as  if  the  s])irit  of  jirayer  had  puri- 
fied and  refined  the  homely  features — as  if  they  were  lit  up 
by  some  inner  light.  Which  of  us  has  not  known  such  faces 
as  this,  and  seen  their  final  transfiguration — the  triumph  of 
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a  soul  that  has  dwt'It  for  ?o  lonj:  amonj:;  pure  and  lofty 
thoughts  tliat  they  sft  their  seal  unmistakably  ujton  the 
roufrhost  linoanicnts  at  last?  The  siiiht  of  this  "transforma- 
+ion  wrought  l)y  the  i)hysifal  sufreriui,'  whicli  stripped  the 
sou]  of  tlic  rags  of  liumanity  that  hid  it.  liad  a  certain  effect, 
however  feelile.  u|)on  tiiat  man  c(  l)ronzt> — the  old  cooper.  A 
stubborn  habit  of  silence  had  succe(>di'(l  to  his  old  contemptu- 
ous ways,  a  wish  to  keep  up  !iis  dignity  as  a  father  of  a  family 
was  apj)arently  the  motive  for  this  course. 

The  faitliful  .\anon  no  sooner  showed  herself  in  the  market 
place  than  {)eople  began  to  rail  at  her  master  and  to  make 
jokes  at  his  expense:  but  however  loudly  pul)lic  opinion  con- 
demned old  (Jrandet,  the  maid-servant,  jealous  for  the  honor 
of  the  family,  stoutly  defended  him. 

"Well,  now,"  she  would  say  to  those  who  spoke  ill  of  her 
master,  '"don't  we  all  grow  harder  a.s  we  grow  older?  And 
would  you  have  him  different  from  other  people?  Just  hold 
your  lying  tongues.  Mademoisi'lle  lives  like  a  queen.  She 
is  all  by  herself  no  doid)t.  but  she  likes  it;  and  my  master 
and  mistress  have  their  very  good  reasons  for  what  they  do." 

At  last,  one  evening  towards  the  end  of  spring.  Mine,  (iran- 
det,  feeling  that  this  trouble,  even  more  than  her  illness,  was 
shortening  her  days,  and  that  any  further  attempt  on  her  part 
to  obtain  forgiveness  for  I^ugi  uie  was  hopeless,  confided  her 
troubles  to  the  Cruchots. 

''To  put  a  girl  of  twenty-three  on  a  diet  of  bread  and 
water!  .  .  ."  cried  the  President  de  Bonfons,  "and  with- 
out just  and  sufTicicnt  cause  I  Why.  that  constitutes  legal 
cruelty;  she  might  lodge  a  complaint:  in  as  much  a.s " 

"Come,  nephew,"  said  the  notary,  "that  is  enough  of  your 
law  court  jargon.  Be  easy,  madame:  I  will  bring  this  im- 
prisonment to  an  end  to-morrow." 

Eugeu'c  heard,  and  came  out  of  her  room. 

"Gentlemen,"  she  said,  impelled  by  a  certain  pride,  "do 
nothing  in  this  matter.  I  beg  of  you.  'My  father  is  master  in 
his  own  house,  and  so  long-  as  I  live  under  his  roof  I  ought  to 
obey  him.    No  one  has  any  right  to  criticise  his  conduct ;  he  la 
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answorahlo  to  Cod.  and  to  r;,,d  alone.  If  voti  liavo  anv  frit-ndlv 
feolin;:  for  mr.  \  ontivat  vou  to  say  iiothinir  whatever  about 
this.  If  yon  c.viiosc  my  fatlin-  to  ccnsnro,  yon  would  lower 
us  all  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  I  am  very  thankful  to  vou, 
gpntlenien.  for  tlie  interest  you  have  taken  in  me.  and  vou 
will  ol)li;:e  me  still  further  if  you  will  put  a  ftoj)  to  the  trossip 
that  is  .L'oinir  on  in  the  town.     I  only  heard  of  it  hv  a'-cideiit."' 

'•She  is  riudit,"  said  Mine,  (irandet. 

''.MademoiseHe,  the  best  possible  way  to  stop  jiei>ple"s  talk- 
would  be  to  set  you  at  liberty."  said  the  old  notarv  respect- 
fully; he  wa.s  struck  with  the  lieanty  which  .solitude  and  love 
and  sadness  had  brouirht  into  EuirenieV  face. 

"Well,  Eugenic,  leave  it  in  M.  ('rurhot"s  hands,  as  lie  .-eems 
to  thiuk  success  is  certain,  lie  knows  your  father,  and  ho 
knows,  too,  how  to  put  the  matter  before  "him.  Vou  and  vour 
father  must  be  reconciled  at  all  costs,  if  vmi  want  me  to  be 
happy  during  the  little  lime  I  have  yet  to  live."' 

The  next  morning  (irandet  W( nt  out  to  take  a  certain 
number  of  turns  round  the  little  garden,  a  habit  that  he  had 
fallen  into  during  Eugenie's  incarceration.  He  chose  to 
take  the  air  wliile  Euizenie  was  dressing';  and  when  he  had 
reached  the  great  walnut  tree,  he  stood  behind  it  for  a  few 
moments  and  looked  at  her  window.  He  watched  her  as  she 
brushed  her  long  hair,  and  lliere  was  a  sharp  stru^'^rle  doubt- 
less, between  his  natural  stubborn  will  and  a  longing  to  take 
his  daughter  in  his  arms  and  kiss  her. 

He  would  often  go  to  sit  nn  the  little  worm-eati>n  bench 
where  Charles  and  Eugenie  liad  vowed  to  lov(>  each  other  for- 
ever; and  she.  his  daughter,  also  watched  her  father  fur- 
tively, or  looked  into  her  glass  ami  saw  him  reflected  there, 
and  the  garden  and  the  beneh.  If  he  rose  and  began  to  walk 
again,  she  went  to  sit  in  the  window.  It  was  pleasant  to  her 
to  be  there.  She  studied  the  bit  of  old  wall,  the  delicate 
sprays  of  wild  flowers  that  grew  in  its  crevices,  the  maiden- 
hair fern,  the  morning  glories,  and  a  little  plant  with  thick 
leaves  and  white  or  yellow  Howers.  a  sort  of  stone-crop  that 
grows  everywhere  among  the  vines  at  Saumur  and  Tours. 
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Olfl  M.  CriKliot  cariK'  <  arly  on  a  bri^'lit  June  mornm<r  and 
found  tile  viut'gnnvir  siniiii:  o]i  tlii'  little  bench  with  his 
back  again.-t  the  wall,  absorbed  in  watc'liinr;  his  daughter. 

"What  can  I  do  for  you,  M.  Cruchot !'"  he  asked,  as  he  be- 
canio  sncirc  of  the  notary's  presence. 

'"1  have  come  about  a  matter  of  business." 

"Aha  I    Have  you  some  gold  to  exehango  for  crowns?" 

"No,  no.  Ir  is  not  a  (juestifui  of  money  this  time,  but  of 
your  daughter  Eugenie.  Everybody  is  talking  about  you 
and  iier."" 

"What  business  is  it  of  theirs?  A  man's  liouse  is  his 
castle." 

"Just  so;  and  a  man  ran  kill  himself  if  he  lias  a  mind,  or 
he  can  do  wor.-e,  he  can  throw  his  monev  out  of  the  windows." 

"What?" 

"Ell  I  but  your  wife  is  very  ill,  my  friend.  You  ought 
«'ven  to  call  in  M.  Bergerin,  her  life  is  in  danger.  If  she  were 
to  die  for  want  of  proj)er  care,  you  would  hear  of  it,  I  am 
6ure." 

"Tut,  tut.  tut  I  you  know  what  is  the  matter  with  her,  and 
wlicn  once  one  nf  these  doctors  sets  foot  in  your  house,  they 
will  come  five  or  si.v  times  a  day." 

".\fter  all.  (irandet,  you  will  do  as  you  think  best.  We  are 
old  friends;  there  is  no  one  in  all  Sauniur  who  has  your  in- 
terests more  at  heart  than  I,  so  it  was  only  my  dutv  to  let 
you  know  this.  Whatever  happens,  you  are  rcspo-^^Bdjle,  and 
you  understand  your  own  ])usiness,  so  there  it  is.  Besides, 
that  was  not  what  I  came  to  speak  about.  There  is  something 
else  more  serious  for  you,  |>erhaps;  for,  after  all.  you  do  not 
wish  to  kill  your  wife,  she  is  too  useful  to  you.  Just  think 
what  your  position  would  be  if  anytliing  happened  to  Mme. 
(irandet;  you  would  have  your  daughter  to  face.  You  would 
have  to  giv(>  an  account  to  Eugenie  of  her  mother's  share 
nf  your  joint  estate;  and  if  she  chose,  your  daughter  might 
demand  iier  mother's  fortune,  for  she,  and  not  you,  will  suc- 
ceed to  it ;  and  in  that  ca.se,  vou  might  have  to  sell  Froid- 
fond."' 
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Cnichot's  word-^  wore  like  a  l.u!t  fnim  tlio  blue;  for  miK  h 
as  the  wortliy  cdopcr  knew  alioiit  Im.-iiios.  he  knew  vory  little 
law.     Tiio  idea  of  a  fortrd  sale  imd  never  nccurivd  to  him. 

"So  I  slioiild  <troiiirly  rcconimciid  vuii  to  treat  iter  kindly," 
the  notary  concluded. 

"Hut  do  you  know  what  she  has  done.  Cruchot?" 

"Xo.  What  was  it?"  a.-ked  the  imiarv;  he  felt  eurious  to 
know  the  reason  of  tlic  quarreh  and  a  confidence  from  old 
(irandct  was  an  interesting:  noveliv. 

"Slio  lias  ;Lri\en  away  her  ^'nld." 

"Oh!    Weil,  it  jjelonged  to  her.  didn't  it;-" 

"That  is  what  they  ail  say!"  said  tlie  fiuodman.  letting  his 
arni.s  fall  with  a  tragic  gesture. 

"And  for  a  trille  hke  that  you  would  not  shut  your.'self  out 
from  all  hope  of  any  concessions  wiiieh  you  will  want  her  to 
make  if  her  mother  dies?" 

"Ah  I    do  you  call  si.x  thousand  francs  in  gold  a  trifle?" 

"Eh  !  my  old  friend,  have  you  any  idea  what  it  will  cost 
you  to  have  your  ])roperty  valued  and  divided  if  Eugenie 
should  compel  you  to  do  so?" 

"What  would  it  cost  ?" 

"Two,  three,  or  even  four  thousand  francs.  How  could 
you  know  what  it  is  worth  unless  you  ])ut  it  up  to  public  auc- 
tion?    While  if  you  come  to  an  understanding " 

"By  my  fatlier's  pruning-hook  I"  cried  the  vinegrower, 
sinking  back,  and  turning  (juite  pale.  "We  will  see  about 
this,  Cruchot." 

After  a  moment  of  agony  or  of  dumb  bewilderment,  the 
worthy  man  spoke,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  neighbor's  face. 
"Life  is  very  hard!"  he  said.  "It  is  full  of  troubles.  Om- 
chot,"  he  went  on,  earnestly,  "you  are  incapable  of  deceiving 
me;  give  me  your  word  of  honor  that  this  ditty  of  vours  has 
a  solid  foundation.  Let  me  look  at  the  Code;!  want  to  see 
the  Code  I" 

"My  poor  /."iend."  said  the  notary,  "I  ought  to  understand 
my  own  profession." 

"Then  it  is  really  true?     I  shall    be  plundered,  cheated, 

A\.i,_, .    — ,.    , y      ...  y     f^-rr  11    \j.dir^:il'^l   , 
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"Sho  is  hor  morlicr's  li.'irc-s:." 

'•Then  what  is  the  x<><'(l  of  havinrr  oliildron  ?  Oh  !  my  wife. 
I  love  my  wife:  lu(>kily  she  has  a  >oiin(l  constitution;  sho  is  a 
La  BertelliiTc." 

"Slit"  lias  not  a  month  to  live." 

The  cooper  struck  his  forehead,  look  a  few  paeis.  and  then 
came  hack  again. 

"What  is  to  he  doni'?"  he  dnnaiKhMl  ..f  CriKlint,  witii  a 
tragic  expression  on  his  faeo. 

"Well,  perhaps  Kiigenie  might  >iniply  give  up  hiT  claims  to 
her  mother's  ])ro|)erty.  Vou  do  Tiot  mean  lo  disinii.Tif  her, 
do  you?  But  do  not  treat  her  lu-'-shly  if  yoii  want  Ikt  to 
make  a  concession  of  that  kind.  I  am  speakini.^  a<:ainst  my 
own  interests,  my  friend.  How  do  I  make  a  livint:  hut  hv 
drawing  up  inventories  and  conveyances  and  deeds  of  ar- 
rangement and  hy  winding  up  estates?" 

"We  shall  see.  we  shall  see  Let  us  say  no  more  a})out  this 
now,  Cruchot.  You  have  wrung  my  very  s(MiI.  Have  vou 
taken  any  gold  lately?"' 

"Xo;  but  I  have  some  old  louis,  nine  or  ton  perhaps,  which 
you  can  have.     Look  here,  my  good  friend,  make  it  up  with 
Eugenie:  all  Saumur  is  pointing  a  finger  at  you." 
"The  rogues  I"' 

"Well,  consols  have  risen  to  ninety-nine,  so  you  should  be 
satisfied  for  once  in  j-our  life." 
"At  ninetv-nine,  Cruehot  ?"' 
"Yes." 

"Iley!  hey!  ninety-nine!"  the  old  man  said,  as  ho  went 
with  the  notary  to  the  street  door.  Ho  felt  too  much  asritated 
by  what  he  had  just  heard  to  stay  quietly  at  homo;  so  he  went 
up  to  his  wife's  room. 

"Come,  mother,  you  may  spend  the  day  with  your  daughter, 
I  am  going  to  Froidfond.  Be  good,  both  of  you,  while  F  am' 
away.  This  is  our  wedding  day,  dear  wife.— Stay !  here  are 
ten  crowns  for  you.  for  the  Fete-Dieu  procession ;  vou  have 
wanted  to  give  it  for  long  enouirh.  Take  a  holiday!  have 
some  fun,  keep  up  your  spirits  and  get  well.     Vive  la  joie!" 
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III'  tlinw  (Idwii  tell  I  rnwii-  (if  six  francs  oach  upon  tho  boJ, 
tonic  licr  faei'  in  'ii^  harn!-,  ;nii]  kis-cd  her  on  the  forclioail. 

"You  aiv  I'lcliiij-  !"'tttT,  dear  wifo.  arc  yon  not?" 

"I^it  Imvv  I  an  Villi  tliiiik  nf  ri'ivivin;/  (incl.  who  fnruivt's, 
iiito  yniir  !in"-r.  wluMi  \  n'l  liavc  ^llIlt  vour  hi'art  against  your 
(lauL'liliTr"  -ill'  sail!,  nitli  ili'i'|)  fccliiiL'  in  Iht  voice. 

■■'I'lit.  till,  lutl"  -ai(i  the  father  >iiiithiiij.'ly ;  "we  will  see 
ai)nnt  ihat." 

"Merciful  h'avi-n  !  i!iiL.'enie  I"  called  her  itiother.  her  faco 
iluslied  with  jny:  "{■".uiri'iiie.  cmiie  and  u'ive  your  father  a  kiss, 
ynu  are  fnrLri\en  !""  I'>iit  Iht  wurthy  father  had  vanished.  Ho 
tied  witii  all  hi-  niiLdit  in  thi'  direction  of  his  \iiieyards, 
where  he  set  liirii-elf  In  the  ta~k  of  ci>n<t ruct iug  liis  new  world 
out  of  this  chaos  ><{  stranp'  ideas. 

(Iraihh't  had  just  <'ntered  npon  his  sixty-seventh  yoar. 
Avarice  had  iraiued  a  .-tromrcr  hold  upon  him  duriiii;  the  past 
two  years  of  his  life;  indeed,  all  lastin<r  passions  grow  with 
man's  growth  :  and  it  had  come  to  pass  with  him.  as  with  all 
men  whose  lives  are  ruled  hy  one  master-idea,  that  he  clung 
with  dl  the  force  of  his  inuigination  to  the  synd)ol  which 
ropr.  .-eiited  that  idea  for  him.  (lold — to  have  gold,  that  he 
nught  see  and  touch  it.  liad  heconie  with  him  a  [H'rfoct  mono- 
mania, ills  disposition  to  tyrannize  had  aI<o  grown  with  his 
love  of  money,  and  it  seemed  to  him  to  he  iiio>}.<fn)u.<  that  he 
should  he  calli'd  upon  to  give  uj)  the  least  ])ortion  of  his  prop- 
erty on  the  death  of  his  wit'e.  Was  he  to  render  an  account 
of  her  fortune,  and  to  have  an  inventory  drawn  up  of  every- 
thing he  po-sessed — ])ersonalty  and  real  estate,  and  put  it  all 
up  to  auction  ? 

"That  wDuld  he  stark  ruin."  he  said  alond  to  himself,  as 
lie  stood  among  his  vines  and  examined  their  stems. 

He  made  up  his  mind  at  last,  and  came  hack  to  Saumur 
at  dinner  time  fully  clermined  on  his  course.  He  would 
humor  Kug'''nie.  and  coax  and  cajole  her  so  that  he  might 
die  royally,  keeping  the  control  of  his  millions  in  his  hands 
tuitil  his  late-t  siLrh.  It  lianpi'iied  that  he  let  himself  in  with 
his  master  key;  he  crei)t  noiselessly  as  a  wolf  up  the  stairs  to 
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his  wifr"<  rnnni,  wliich  'w  .■iit.T.Ml  just  as  E;i;.'i'iiip  was  .scltiii;,' 
tlif  (lrf,'>iii,ir-(a><'.  in  all  its  jroMm  L'lnry.  upuii  Iut  moilifr's 
Ih'cI.  'VUi-  \\\n  unni.'ii  had  stolni  a  |)i.'aMir('  in  (h-amlft's  ab- 
.soiicr:  liicy  wvn-  lookiii-  at  thr  j.urtrait-  and  (racin-  out 
Charic.-'  features  in  lii.>  iuo'Iht's  lik<'n('>-. 

"It  is  Just  his  forclicad  and  In-  mouth!"  KuLViiic  was  sav- 
in;:, as  thi'  vint%M-owiT  ojicncil  the  door. 

•Mine  'irandet  >aw  liou  hrr  hii-hand's  .>vcs  (hirt.MJ  u|ioii  th.' 
f.'()ld.     "Oh:  (iod  liave  pity  iiiion  ns  .'"  >li.'  cri.'d. 

I  hi'  viiic-iuwtT  sci/cd  ujton  ihc  dn'ssinir-casc  as  a  ti"er 
nii^dit  spring'  upon  a  .-Irrpmi:  child. 

"What  may  tliis  he?"  h.'  siid.  carrying:  off  tin-  troasurc  to 
till'  window,  wlierc  he  .iiMonird  himself  with  it.  "(iold! 
solid  iioli]  ]"  ho  fri('<l.  "and  plenty  ot'  it  too;  there  is  a  couple 
of  pounds'  wei^dit  here.  Aha  '.  so  this  was  what  Charles  ^rave 
you  in  exehanu'e  for  your  pntty  ^rold  ].ieees  !  Why  did^-ou 
not  tell  me:-  It  was  a  .L'-ood  stroke  of  i.usin.'ss,  little  ^drl. 
You  are  your  father's  own  dau^diter.  I  .>ee.  (  Ku^V'nie  trem- 
bled from  head  to  foot.)  This  iielMH^'s  to  Chaides.  .loesn't 
it ':"  the  ^'oodman  went  on. 

"Yes,  father;  it  is  not  mine.     That  case  is  a  .saered  trust." 

"Tut,  tut,  tut  ;  he  has  i^onc  olT  with  your  money;  you  ought 
to  make  good  the  loss  of  vour  little  treasure" 

"Oh:  father:     .     .     ."' 

The  old  man  had  taken  out  his  pocket-kni fo.  with  a  view 
to  wrenching  away  a  plate  of  the  precious  metal,  and  for  tho 
moment  had  h^^en  obliged  to  lay  the  (  ^>o  on  a  chair  beside 
him.  Eugenic  sprang  forward  to  secure  h.'r  treasure:  but 
the  cooper,  who  had  kept  an  eye  upon  his  daughter  as  well 
as  upon  the  casket,  put  out  his  arm  to  ])rev.'nt  this,  and 
thrust  her  back  so  roughly  that  she  fell  on  to  the  l)e(], 

"Sir:  sir:"  cried  the  mother,  rising  and  sitting  upright. 

r.randct  had  drawn  out  his  knife,  and  was  about  lolnsert 
the  blade  beneath  the  p!at<'. 

"Father:"  cried  Kugenie.  going  down  on  her  knees  and 
dragging  herself  nearer  to  him  ..^  <hc  knelt  ;  "father,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  saint.-,  and  the  Holy  Virgin,  for  the  sake  of 
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('liri>t  who  diici  nil  ihc  rrnss.  for  your  own  snul's  salvation, 
fiilluT.  if  \oii  hiiM'  liny  ic;,'iiril  for  my  lilV,  do  not  toiii  h  it  I 
'I'lic  ra-r  I-  ipii  ujiirs,  ami  it  i>  iint  mini'.  It  lifloii;:-  to  an 
uiiiia|i|i\  kiM-inaii,  who  ^'avc  it  into  tny  l\ci'|iinf:,  and  I  oii^'ht 
to  ^i\c  It   hack  to  liiiii  iiiitoUfli(Ml." 

"\\  hai  do  you  look  at  it  for  it'  ii  i-  a  dcjiosit  ?  Loolving  at 
it  i~  uui-r  than  toiuiiin;,'  it." 

"li'i  ii'ii  |iiill  it  to  ])i('cc~,  fallicr!  Voii  will  hrinj;  dij-honor 
iiji'iii  inc.      j-'athcrl  do  you  lirar  iiic''"" 

"\'n\-  |iitv">  >akc,  >irl""  entreated  llic  iiiotlicr. 

"Karn.r:" 

'I'hc  >hiill  cry  raii^'  throu^rli  the  Iioum'  and  hroufrht  the 
fri;_diliiicd  Naiion  ii|)>tair>.  Kuj,n'iiic  can^dit  up  a  knife  that 
lay  within  her  reach. 

"Well?"  said  (irandct,  calnilv.  with  a  cold  smile  on  his 
lip.-. 

"Sir  I  you  arc  killing;  nic!"  saiil  the  niollicr. 

"Father,  it'  you  cut  away  a  sinjjle  scrap  of  gold,  I  shall  stab 
myself  with  this  knife.  It  is  your  doinjr  that  my  mother  is 
dyinL^  ami  now  my  death  will  also  be  laid  at  your  door.  It 
shall  he  wound  lor  wound." 

(Ir.imlet  held  his  knife  suspended  abo' e  ihe  case,  looked 
at  his  dan;.diter,  ami  liesitate(l. 

"Would  you  really  do  it,  Kugenie?"  he  cskcd. 

''Yes,  sir!"  said  the  mother. 

'"She  would  do  as  she  says,"  cried  Xanon.  "Do  be  sensible, 
sir,  for  once  in  yonr  life." 

The  cooper  wavered  for  a  moment,  looking  first  at  the  gold, 
and  then  at  his  daughter. 

Mine,  (irandet  fainted. 

"There  I  sir,  you  see,  the  inistress  is  dying,'"  cried  Xanon. 

"There  I  there  I  child,  do  not  let  us  fall  out  about  a  box. 
Ju.-t  take  it  hack  I"  cried  the  cooper  hastily,  throwing  the 
case  oil  to  the  bed.  'And.  N'anon,  go  for  M.  Bcrgerin  Come! 
lonu  !  mothc'','  he  said,  and  he  kissed  his  wife's  hand; 
'"never  mi'.d.  there!  there'  we  have  made  it  up,  haven't  we, 
little  girl'r     No  more  dry  oread;  you  shall  eat  whatever  you 


r,t(;i:\i!;  (Mjankkt 


177 


lik» 


.  .  All  !  -he  ]<  M[„.,|iii..'  ii.T  ••u-,  \V,.l!,  „,,vv.  Ijtt;,. 
iiintluT.  (l<'!ir  hnlc  inntlur.  ilnn't  tako  <.n  .-.!  I...nk  '  )  nii 
pnin-  to  ki-s  F'jiir.'nic!  She  lov.-*  Ii.t  .•on-in.  .1...^  -!„.-  Sh.- 
shall  iiiarrv  tiiin  if  >li,'  like-;  slw  >h;i!l  kc ,.,,  hi>  liitlr  ci-,.  fop 
him.  Hilt  y(.ii  must  live  for  a  Ion-  wliil..  v.l.  my  p.M.r  uif,.! 
Comi'!  turn  votir  Iirad  a  iiiM.v  l.i.tm  '  \uu  shall  have  t!ii> 
finest  altar  at  th.'  F.-fr-Dim  that  has  .■\,  ,  Im..ii  .-.■•■n  in  Saii- 
nitir." 

"Oh!  7non  Dun'  how  ran  you  treat  your  uif.'  ati.i  daii-ii- 
tiT  in  this  way  I"  moaned  Mmo.  (iramiet. 

"I  will  never  (h)  so  aL'nin.  iiewr  a^'ain  !"  (ri.,|  \h,.  ,,„.|,rr. 
"You  phall  see,  niy  poor  wifi'." 

He  went  to  hi:^  strnm:  room  ami  retnnnMl  with  a  harnlt'iil 
of  loiii.s  d'or,  which  he  seattered  on  iti..  ,,,vrrlft. 

"There!  Eupenie,  there!  wife,  those  arr  for  vou,"  lie  said, 
fingering  the  .ltoUI  eoitis  a<  they  lay.  -Cmie!  eheir  up,  and" 
get  well,  you  shall  want  for  nothin.L'.  neither  you  nor  Ku- 
g^nie.  There  are  a  hundred  hmis  for  h«r.  You  will  not  j;ive 
them  away,  will  you,  eh,  Kiiu'eiiie?" 

Mnie.  Grandet  and  her  dau^'hter  ^'azed  at  eaeli  other  in 
amazcnr^nt. 

"Take  bark  the  money,  father:  we  want  not  him:,  nr,,hin<; 
but  your  love." 

"Oh!  well,  just  as  you  like,"  he  said,  as  he  pe.eketed  the 
louis,  "let  us  live  tojrether  like  rrood  friends.  l,ef  us  all  <ro 
down  to  the  dininj^'-room  and  Iiavo  dinner,  am!  plav  loto 
every  evenintr.  and  put  our  two  sous  into  the  pool,  and  he  as 
merry  as  the  maids.     Eh!  niv  wife?" 

"Alas!  how  T  wish  that  I  eould,  if  you  would  like  it,"  said 
the  dying  woman,  "hut  I  am  not  stronir  .'Iioul'!)  to  ^'et  u[  " 

"Poor  mother!"  said  the  cooper,  "you  do  not  know  how 
much  I  love  you;  and  you  too,  ehihl!'" 

Fie  drew  his  daughter  to  him  and  emhraeed  her  with 
fervor. 

"Oh!  how  pleasant   it   is  to  kiss  one's  daughter  after  a 
squabble,  my  little  girl !    There  !  mother,  do  you  see?    We  are 
quite  at  one  again  now.    Just  go  and  lock  that  away,"  he  said 
la 
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to  Eugouif,  as  lif  jjointi'd  to  the  case.  "Tlioro !  thoro!  don't 
be  frij^htc'iied  :  I  will  never  s:iy  another  word  to  you  about  it."' 

M.  B<'rircriii.  who  was  rcLMrded  us  tlie  cleverest  doctor  in 
Saumur,  came  l)er(in'  very  Iodlt.  He  told  Grandet  plainly 
after  the  interview  that  the  patient  was  very  seriously  ill: 
that  any  exeitenient  niiiiht  he  fatal  to  her;  that  with  a  light 
diet,  perfect  tra!!i|nil!ity,  and  the  most  constant  eare,  her  life 
mi.irht  possibly  be  prolonged  until  the  ei..l  of  the  autumn. 

'"Will  it  be  an  exjiensive  illness!'"  asked  the  worthy  house- 
holder.    "Will  .«he  want  a  lot  of  physic?" 

"Xot  much  j)hysic,  but  very  careful  nursing,"  answered  the 
doctor,  who  could  not  help  smiling. 

"Aftt'r  all,  M.  Hcrgerin,  you  arc  a  man  of  honor,"  said 
Grandet  uiu'asily.  "I  can  depend  upon  you,  can  I  not? 
Come  and  see  my  wife  whenever,  and  as  often  as  you  think 
it  really  necessary.  Preserve  her  life.  My  good  wife — I  am 
very  ^'ond  of  her,  yon  see,  though  I  may  not  show  it ;  it  is  all 
shut  up  inside  me,  and  I  am  one  that  takes  things  terribly 
to  lieart ;  I  am  in  trouble  too.  It  all  began  with  my  brother's 
death  •  I  am  spending,  oh  I— heaps  of  money  in  Paris  for  him, 
— the  very  eyes  out  of  my  head  in  fact,  and  it  seems  as  if 
there  were  no  end  to  it.  tiood  day,  sir.  If  you  can  save  my 
wife,  save  her,  even  if  it  takes  a  hundred,  or  two  hundred 
francs." 

In  spite  of  Grandct's  fervent  wishes  that  bis  wife  might  be 
restored  to  health,  for  tliis  ipiestion  of  the  inheritance  was 
like  a  foretaste  of  death  for  him;  in  spite  of  hi.=;  readiness  to 
fulfil  the  least  wishes  of  the  a-tonislied  mother  and  daughter 
in  everv  possii)le  wav ;  in  spite  of  Kugenii'"s  tendercst  and 
most  devoted  care,  it  was  evident  that  Mine.  (Jrandet's  life 
was  rapidlv  drawing  to  a  close.  Day  by  day  she  grew  weaker, 
and.  as  often  happens  at  her  time  of  life,  she  had  no  strength 
to  resi.'t  the  disease  that  wa<  wasting  her  away.  She  pcemed 
to  have  no  more  vitality  than  the  autumn  leaves;  and  as  the 
sunlight  shining  through  the  leaves  turns  them  to  gold,  so 
she  seenuHl  to  be  transftu-mi'd  by  the  liglit  of  heaven.  Her 
death  was  a  tilting  close  to  her  life,  a  death  wholly  Christian; 
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is  not  that  sayinj?  that  it  was  sublimo?  JIci  love  for  her 
(laughter,  lur  UKvk  virtues,  her  anjjclii'  patience,  had  never 
shone  more  'orightly  than  in  that  month  of  October.  lSv'2, 
when  siie  passed  away.  All  throuirh  her  ilhiess  she  had  never 
uttered  tlie  sli^i^htcst  coniphnnt.  and  her  spotless  soul  left 
earth  fur  heaven  with  but  one  re^q-et  —  for  the  dauLrhter  whoso 
sweet  c(iinpaiiioiiship  had  been  the  solace  of  her  dnarv  life, 
and  for  whom  her  dying  eyes  foresaw  troubles  and  sorrows 
manifold.  She  trembled  at  the  thought  of  this  land),  spotless 
as  she  herst'lf  was,  left  alone  in  the  world  i.inong  selfish  JM'ings 
who  sought  to  despoil  lier  of  her  tleece,  her  treasure. 

"There  is  no  happiness  sav(>  in  heaven,"  she  said  just  before 
she  died /you  will  know  that  one  day,  my  child." 

Oil  the  morrow  after  her  mother's  death,  it  scMMued  to  Eu- 
genie that  she  had  yet  one  more  reason  for  clinging  fondly 
to  the  old  house  where  she  had  been  born,  and  where  she  had 
found  life  so  hard  of  late — it  became  for  her  the  place  where 
her  mother  had  died.  She  could  not  see  the  old  chair  set  on 
little  l)|ocks  of  wood,  the  place  by  the  window  where  her 
mother  used  to  sit,  without  shedding  tears.  Her  father 
siiowed  her  such  tenderness,  and  took  such  care  of  her,  that 
she  b(gan  to  think  that  she  had  nevi^r  umlerstood  his  nature; 
ho  used  to  come  to  lier  roon\  and  take  her  down  to  breakfast 
on  his  arm,  and  sit  looking  at  her  for  whole  hour-  with  some- 
thing almost  like  kindness  in  his  eyes,  with  the  same  brooding 
look  that  he  gave  his  gold.  Indeed,  the  old  cooper  almost 
trembled  before  his  daughter,  and  was  altogether  so  unlike 
himself,  that  Xanon  and  the  Cruohotins  wondered  at  these 
signs  of  weakness,  and  set  it  down  to  his  advanced  age;  they 
began  to  fear  that  the  old  man's  mind  was  giving  way.  Rut 
when  the  day  eamo  on  which  the  family  began  to  wear  their 
mourning.  M.  Cruchot.  who  alone  was  in  his  client's  confi- 
dence, was  invited  to  dinner,  and  these  mysteries  were  ex- 
plained. Grandet  waited  till  the  table  had  l)een  cleared, 
and  the  doors  carefully  shut. 

Then  he  Ix'gan.  "My  dear  child,  you  are  your  mother's 
heiress,  and  there  are  ^onie  little  matters  of  business  that  we 
must  settle  between  us.    Is  not  that  so,  eh,  Cruchot?" 
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"Yes." 

"Is  it  really  prop^inp ;  must  it  bo  Pottled  to-day,  father  ?" 

"Yes,  yes,  little  pirl.  I  could  not  endure  this  suspense  any 
longer,  and  I  am  sure  that  you  would  not  make  things  hard 
for  nic." 

'•Oh:   father " 

"Well,  tlun,  everything  must  be  decided  to-night." 

"Tiieii  what  do  you  want  me  to  do?" 

"Why.  little  girl,  it  is  not  for  me  to  tell  you.  You  tell  her, 
Crucliot."' 

"Mademoiselle,  your  father  wants  neither  to  divide  nor  to 
sell  his  pro])erty,  nor  to  pay  a  heavy  sueeession  duty  upon  the 
ready  money  he  may  happen  to  have  just  now.  So  if  these 
complications  arc  to  be  avoided,  there  must  be  no  inventory 
made  out,  and  all  the  property  must  remain  undivided  for 
the  present " 

"Cruchot,  arc  you  quite  sure  of  what  you  are  saying  that 
you  talk  in  this  way  before  a  child?"' 

"Let  me  say  what  I  have  to  say,  Grandet." 

"Yes,  yes,  my  fiiend.  Xeither  you  nor  my  daughter  would 
plunder  me.  You  would  not  plunder  me,  would  you,  little 
girl?" 

"But  what  am  I  to  do,  :\r.  Cruchot?"'  asked  Eugenie,  losing 
patience. 

"Well,'"  said  the  notary,  "you  must  sign  this  deed,  by  which 
you  renounce  your  claims  to  your  mother's  property;  the 
property  would  be  secured  to  you,  but  your  father  would  have 
the  use  of  it  for  his  life,  and  there  would  be  no  need  to  make 
a  division  now."' 

"I  understand  nothing  of  all  this  that  you  are  saying,"  Eu- 
genie answered ;  '"give  me  the  deed,  and  show  me  where  I  ara 
to  sign  my  name." 

Grandet  looked  from  the  document  to  his  daughter,  and 
again  from  his  daughter  to  the  document.  His  agitation  was 
so  great  that  he  actually  wi]ied  several  drops  of  perspiration 
from  his  forehead. 

"I  would  much  rather  you  simply  waived  all  claim  to  your 
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poor  dear  mother's  property,  little  girl,"  he  broke  in.  "in- 
stead of  signing  that  deed.  It  will  cost  a  lot  to  register  it.  I 
would  rather  you  ronounf-ed  your  claini.'^  and  trusted  to  me  for 
the  future.  I  would  allow  you  a  good  round  sum,  say  a  hun- 
dred francs  evi'ry  niontli.  You  could  ])ay  for  masses  then, 
you  see;  you  could  have  masses  said  for  any  <uie  that  .  .  . 
Eh?     A  hundred  francs  (in  livrcs)  cv(>ry  month?" 

"I  will  do  just  as  you  like,  father." 

"■Mademoiselle."'  said  the  notary,  "it  is  my  duty  to  point  out 
to  you  that  you  are  robbing  yourself  without  guarantee " 

"Eh!  iiion  Diiu!"  she  answered.  "What  does  that  matter 
to  me?" 

"Do  be  (|uict.  Cruchot.  So  it  is  settled,  <|uite  settled  I"  cried 
Grandet,  taking  his  daughter's  hand  and  striking  his  own 
into  it.  "Ynii  will  n^t  go  back  from  your  word,  Eugenie? 
You  are  a  good  girl,  heini" 

"Oh  :  father—" 

In  his  joy  he  t'mi)race(l  Ids  daughter,  almost  suffocating  her 
as  he  did  so. 

"There!  child,  you  have  given  fresh  life  to  your  father; 
but  you  are  only  giving  him  what  he  gave  you.  so  we  are  quits. 
This  is  how  bu-iness  ought  to  lie  conducted,  and  life  is  a  busi- 
ness transaction.  Bless  you  I  You  are  a  gocd  girl,  and  one 
that  really  loves  her  old  father.  You  can  do  as  you  like  now. 
Then  good-bye  till  to-morn  w.  Cruchot,"  he  added,  turning  to 
the  horrified  notary.  "You  will  -cc  tiiat  the  deed  of  renun- 
ciation is  properly  drawn  up  for  tiie  clerk  of  the  court." 

By  noon  next  day  the  declaration  was  drawn  up.  and  Eu- 
genie her>elf  signed  away  all  her  rights  to  her  heritage.  Yet 
a  year  slijiped  i)y.  and  the  coo|)cr  had  not  kept  his  jiromise, 
and  Eugenie  had  not  received  a  -nu  of  the  montldy  income 
wiiich  was  to  have  l)eeii  hers:  when  Eii-enie  spoke  to  him 
al)out  it,  lialf  laughingly,  he  could  not  lielji  hln-him.'' :  he  hur- 
ried up  to  liis  room,  and  when  he  e.ime  down  aLfain  he  handed 
her  about  a  third  of  tlu'  jewelry  which  he  had  puri'hased  of  his 
nephew. 

"There  I  child."  he  said,  witli  a  certain  sarcastic  ring  in  his 
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voire;  'Svill  you  tako  those  for  your  twolvp  liiimlrod  francs?" 
"Oil!  fatliir.  really?  Will  you  really  (xive  ihetii  to  me?'' 
"You  shall  liavi>  as  inueh  next  year  a<:ain."  said  lie.  tlinunui,' 
•?  into  her  lap:  "and  so.  before  very  lon<r.  you  will  have  all  his 
trinkets."  hr  aiMed.  ruhbin.ir  his  hands.  Jle  had  made  a  very 
;rood  haruain.  thanks  to  his  dauirhter's  sentiment  about  tho 
jewelry,  and  wa>  in  hi;,'-ji  j^ood  humor. 

Yet,  al!hou,i:h  the  old  man  was  still  halo  and  viixorous.  ho 
beuan  le  see  that  lie  must  take  his  dau<.ditor  into  his  eonfi- 
denee,  and  that  sho  must  loarn  to  mana^'o  liis  eoncorns.  So 
with  this  end  in  vii'w  he  required  her  to  bo  pre.-ent  while  ho 
gave  out  the  daily  stores,  and  for  two  years  ho  made  her  re- 
ceive the  jKU'tion  of  the  rent  whieh  wa.s  paid  in  kind.  <irad- 
ually  .she  eami-  to  know  the  nanus  of  the  vinevanls  and 
farms;  he  took  her  with  him  when  \w  visited  his  tenants.  By 
theeixl  of  the  third  year  he  eonsidered  tho  initiation  was  com- 
plete; and,  in  truth,  she  had  fallen  into  his  ways  umpiestion- 
in^dy,  till  it  ha<l  beeoine  a  matter  of  hal)it  with  hor  to  (]o  as 
her  father  had  done  before  her.  He  had  no  further  doubts, 
gave  over  the  keys  of  the  storeroom  into  her  keeping,  and  in- 
stalled her  as  mistre.-s  id'  the  house. 

Five  years  went  by  in  this  way,  and  no  event  disturbed 
tiieii-  monotonous  existence.  Eugenie  and  hi^r  father  lived  a 
life  of  methodical  routine  with  tho  same  regularitv  of  move- 
ment that  characterized  the  old  clock;  doing  the  same  thinsjs 
at  the  same  jiour  day  after  dav,  year  after  vear.  Evorv  one 
knew  that  there  had  i)ecn  a  prnfound  sorrow  in  Mile,  (iran- 
det's  life;  every  circle  in  Saumur  had  its  theories  of  this 
secret  trouble,  and  its  suspicions  as  to  tho  state  of  tho  heiress' 
heart,  but  .-he  never  let  fall  a  wnrd  that  could  enlighten  any 
one  ■  n  either  point. 

Siic  saw  no  one  hut  the  tluve  Cruchots  and  a  few  of  their 
friend-,  who  had  gradually  been  admitted  as  visitors  to  tho 
house,  ['ndor  their  instruction  she  had  mastered  tho  game 
of  whist,  and  they  dropped  in  nearly  everv  evenimr  for  a  rub- 
ber._  'In  tho  year  IS'ir  her  father  began  to  fcrl  the  inllrmitios 
of  age,  and  was  obliged  to  take  her  still  further  into  his  con- 
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fidenre;  she  learned  the  full  extent  of  his  landed  pns>es>i.)ns. 
and  was  reeoinniendcd  in  all  caso  of  diilieultv  to  refer  to  th»' 
notary  Cruchot,  whose  inteirrity  could  he  depended  upon, 
(irandet  had  reaehed  ilic  ap-  of  eiudily-two,  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  yi'ar  had  a  paralyiie  seizure,  frMni  which  he  never 
rallied.  M.  H.-r-crin  ^rave  hini  up.  and  Kiinenie  realized  that 
v«,Ty  .shortly  she  would  he  (piit.' alone  in  tin'  wm-ld  ;  ilie  tlioui:lit 
drew  her  more  closely  to  her  father:  she  chin-,^  to  this  la<t  link 
of  alfection  that  hound  her  to  another  soul.  J.nve  w.!«  all  the 
world  for  her,  as  it  is  for  all  women  who  love:  ai;d  Charles 
had  gone  out  of  her  worKl.  She  nursed  her  father  with  suh- 
lime  devotion;  the  old  man's  intellect  had  -rown  feehle,  hut 
the  preed  of  gohl  had  heeonie  an  instinct  which  survivi>d  Ins 
faculties. 

(irandet  died  as  he  had  lived.  Every  nioiniiii:  durin.L:  that 
slow  death  he  had  himself  wheeled  across  his  room  to  a  place 
heside  the  fire,  whence  he  could  keej)  the  door  of  his  cahinet 
in  view:  on  the  other  side  of  the  door,  no  douht  lay  his 
hoarded  treasures  of  gold.  Tie  sat  there,  passive  and  motion- 
less: but  if  any  one  entered  the  room,  he  wouhl  glaiur  usi- 
easily  at  the  lU'W-comer,  and  then  at  the  door  with  its  ,-lieatli- 
ing  of  iron  plates.  He  would  ask  the  meaning  of  every  sound, 
however  faint,  and,  to  the  notary's  amazement,  the  old  man 
heard  the  dug  hark  in  the  yard  at  the  hack  of  the  house.  He 
roused  from  thi>  apparent  stupor  at  the  proper  hour  on  the 
days  for  receiving  his  rents  and  dues,  for  settling  accounts 
with  his  vine-dressers,  and  giving  receipts.  Then  he  shifted 
his  armchair  round  on  its  casters,  until  he  faced  the  door  of 
his  cahinet,  and  his  daughter  was  called  upon  to  open  it.  and 
to  put  away  the  little  hags  of  money  in  neat  piles,  one  upon 
the  other.  He  would  watch  her  until  it  was  all  o\er  ami  the 
door  was  locked  again;  and  as  soon  as  she  had  returned  the 
precious  key  to  him.  he  would  turn  round  noiselcsslv  aiid 
take  up  his  old  position,  putting  the  key  in  his  waistcoat 
pocket,  where  he  felt  for  it  from  time  to  time. 
^  His  old  friend  the  notary  felt  sure  that  it  was  onlv  a  ipies- 
tion  of  time,  and  that  Eugenie  must  of  necessity  marrv  his 
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ni'iilu'W  the  iiia,<:i>tratc.  unless,  iiKU'cd,  Charles  (Jrandet  re- 
tiinn'il;  so  he  reildiiMed  his  attentions.  He  eame  every  dav 
to  take  (iiaijdet"-  iii-tnietiMn>,  went  at  liis  l)idding  to  Frr)id- 
I'ond,  to  lai'iii  and  meadow  ;inil  vineyard:  soM  vintairfs,  and 
o.\ehan;:cd  all  nioi)e,\s  reei'iveil  I'or  ^^old,  whieh  was  seeretlv 
sent  to  join  the  piles  of  ha-s  stored  up  in  the  cabinet. 

Then  (jeiiih  eaine  up  elo,-e  at  la-t.  and  tiie  vinei,'rower"s 
.stron;:  frame  wrestled  wiili  the  Dotroyer.  Even  in  those  (hivs 
he  would  sii  as  ii>ual  hy  the  tiiv.  faein.i;  tlie  door  of  Ills  eahi- 
iiet.  lie  used  to  dra^T  oil"  the  i)lankets  that  tiiey  wrapped 
round  him,  and  try  to  fold  them,  and  say  to  Xaiion,  "Loek 
that  up:  lock  th.at  up,  or  they  will  rob  nie." 

So  lon<r  as  he  eould  open  his  eyes,  where  the  last  sparks  of 
life  seemed  to  linir,,r,  they  u.-ed  to  turn  at  once  to  the  door  of 
Ihi;  room  where  all  his  treasures  lay,  and  ho  wouhl  say  to  hi.s 
dau^diter,  in  tones  that  seemed  to  thrill  with  a  panic  of  foar — 

"Are  tlicy  Uun:  s'ill .'" 

"Yes,  father." 

'•Keep  watch  over  the  gold  !     .     ..    .     Let  me  see  the  j,'old." 

Then  Euireni(>  used  to  s[)rcad  out  the  huiis  on  a  table  before 
him,  and  lie  would  sit  tor  whole  hours  with  liis  eves  fi.xed  on 
the  louis  in  an  unsecinj:  stare,  like  that  of  ;•  child  who  he<rins 
to  see  for  the  lirst  time;  and  sometimes  a  weak  infantine  smile, 
painful  to  see,  would  steal  across  his  features. 

'"That  warm.-  me  I"'  he  muttered  more  than  once,  and  his 
face  expressed  a  perfect  content. 

When  the  cure  came  to  admini.-ter  the  sacrament,  all  the 
life  seemed  to  have  died  out  of  the  miser's  eyes,  but  thev  lit 
up  I'or  the  first  time  for  numy  hours  at  the  siirht  of  the  silver 
ci-ucitix,  tlie  candlesticks,  and  li(<'\  water  vessel,  all  of  silver; 
lie  fixed  his  i;aze  on  the  precious  metal,  and  the  wen  twitched 
for  tlie  last  time. 

.\s  the  prie>.  held  the  <:ilded  crucifix  above  him  that  the 
iinaLTc  of  ('hri>t  miirht  be  laid  to  his  lips,  he  made  a  friirhtful 
effort  to  ciufch  it — a  last  effort  which  cost  hitii  his  lit'e.  He 
called  to  luiirenie,  who  saw  notliim::  she  was  kneelinj;  beside 
him,  bathing  in  tears  the  hand  that  was  growing  cold  already. 
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"Givf  mo  your  blossiiiii-,  fjitlicr,"  she  ontroatod.  "T?e  very 
careful  I""  the  last  wnpils  catii"'  I'min  liiin:  "niif  dav  you  will 
render  an  accdtint  tn  me  of  everytliini.'  here  lielcw."  Whieh 
utterance  clearly  shows  tliat  a  miser  should  adopt  Christianity 
as  his  religicjii. 

So  Kugeiiie  (Irandet  was  alone  in  the  world,  and  her  lioiise 
was  lel't  to  her  doolate.  There  was  no  one  hut  Xanon  with 
whom  she  could  talk  over  her  trouMe- ;  she  could  look  intn  no 
other  eyes  and  lind  a  response  in  them;  hi^-'  Xanou  was  the 
only  human  lieinir  who  luved  her  Inr  iier>elt'.  For  Kup'nie. 
Xanon  was  a  providence;  she  was  no  loiiu'er  a  servant,  she  wa^ 
a  humble  friend. 

M.  Cruchot  informed  Kuj^enie  that  she  had  three  hundred 
thousand  livres  a  year,  derived  from  landed  propertv  in  and 
around  Sannuir,  l)esides  .six  niiilion.s  in  the  three  per  cents 
(invoste<l  when  the  funds  were  at  sixty  francs,  whereas  thev 
now  stood  at  seventy-seven),  and  in  ready  money  two  millions 
in  gold,  and  a  hundred  thousand  francs  in  silver,  without 
counting  anv  arrears  that  were  due.  .Mtogether  her  property 
amounted  to  about  seventeen  niilliiui  francs. 

''Wiiere  can  my  cou.sin  bo?"  she  said  to  herself. 

On  the  day  when  M.  Cruchot  laid  these  facts  before  his 
new  client,  together  with  the  information  that  the  estate  was 
now  clear  and  free  from  all  outstanding  liabilitits.  Kngenio 
and  Xanon  sat  on  either  side  of  the  hearth,  in  the  parlor,  now 
so  empty  and  so  full  of  memories;  everything  recalled  past 
days,  from  her  mother's  chair  set  on  its  wooden  blocks  to  the 
gla.ss  tumbler  out  of  which  her  cousin  once  drank. 

"X'anon,  we  are  alone,  you  and  I." 

"Yes.  niam'selle;  if  I  only  knew  where  he  was.  the  charm- 
ing young  gentleman.  I  would  set  olf  on  font  to  find  him." 

'"The  .sea  lies  between  us/'  said  Eugenie. 

While  the  poor  lonely  liein^ss.  with  lier  faithful  old  ser- 
vant for  company,  was  shedding  n-ars  in  the  cold,  dark  house, 
which  was  all  the  world  she  knew,  men  talked  from  Orleans 
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to  Xantf's  of  notliiii;,'  lait  Mllo.  Ciraiidt't  and  hor  spvpntppn 
million-.  One  of  her  first  arts  was  to  sftttc  a  pension  of 
t\V'  Ivt'  Inunlnij  fraiKs  on  Xanon.  who.  possess! nji  already  an 
incotnc  of  .-i,\  hundrcil  francs  of  her  own.  at  onoc  became  a 
>:rcat  rii.iirli.  In  Ic-,  than  a  month  slie  cxchanjrcd  her  pondi- 
♦  ion  m|'  >jiin.-i(T  for  tiiat  of  wife,  at  the  instance  and  tlironi^h 
I  lie  |M  I  -iia>i(in  of  Antoine  Cornoillcr,  who  was  promoted  to  the 
po-iti'iii  of  haililF  and  keeper  to  Mile.  (!ran(l(>t.  Mme.  Oornoil- 
li  r  had  an  immense  advanta^'e  over  h(>r  contemporaries;  her 
larL'e  features  had  stood  the  test  of  time  Ix'tter  than  those  of 
many  a  eomelier  woman.  She  might  he  fifty-nine  years  of  age, 
hut  she  (lid  not  look  more  than  forty:  thanks  to  an  almost  mo- 
nastif  ngimeii,  .-he  ]»os»es.sed  rude  health  and  a  high  color, 
time  .-ceniid  to  have  no  elTect  on  her,  and  yierhap.s  she  had 
never  looked  so  Well  in  her  life  as  she  did  on  her  wedding  day. 
She  had  the  comjiensating  qualities  of  her  style  of  ugliness; 
she  was  tall,  >tout,  and  strong;  her  face  wore  an  indestructible 
expression  of  good  humor,  and  Cornoiller"s  lot  seemed  an  en- 
vialile  lot  to  many  beholders. 

"I"a.-t  color."  said  the  draper. 

'■She  might  have  a  family  yet,"  said  the  dry.saltor;  "she  is 
as  well  pre.-erved  as  if  she  had  been  kept  in  brine,  asking  your 
])ardon."" 

"She  is  rich;  that  fellow  Cornoiller  has  done  a  good  day's 
work,""  said  another  neighbor. 

When  Xanon  left  the  old  hous<>  and  went  down  the  crooked 
street  on  her  way  to  the  parish  church,  she  met  with  nothing 
but  ( onirratulations  and  good  wishes.  Xanon  was  verv  popu- 
lar with  her  neighbors.  Eugenie  gave  her  three  dozen  spoons 
and  forks  as  a  wedding  jtresent.  Cornoiller,  (piite  overcome 
with  such  munificence,  s])oke  of  his  mistress  with  tears  in  his 
eye- :  he  would  liave  let  himself  be  cut  in  pieces  for  her.  Mme. 
Cornoiller  tKcame  Kugenie's  confidential  servant;  she  was 
not  only  mari'ied,  and  had  a  husband  of  her  own.  her  dignity 
was  yet  further  increased,  her  ha|ijiiness  was  doubled.  She 
had  at  last  a  storeroom  and  a  bunch  of  kevs ;  slir  too  gave  out 
proMsiiins  just  as  her  late  master  used  to  do.     Then  she  had 
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two  subordinates— a  cook  and  a  waitinf,'-woman.  who  took 
eharf,'i'  of  tlu'  lioiisc  luifn  and  made  Mile,  (irandet's  drosses. 
As  lor  Cornoiller,  lie  eonibined  the  t'timtions  ot'  t'orester  and 
steward.  It  is  net'dicss  to  say  tliat  the  cuok  and  the  uaitiriL'- 
wonian  of  Nanon's  choosinjr  were  real  domestic  lir'isiirr.^. 
The  tenants  .-carcely  noticed  the  death  of  their  late  l.mdlord; 
they  were  llinron;:hly  broken  in  to  a  severe  ili^ciplinr.  and  M. 
and  .Mme.  Cornoiller".-.  reign  was  no  whit  le^s  n-'irnn-  tiian 
that  of  the  old  rejrime. 

Kugenio  was  a  woman  of  thirty,  and  as  yet  had  known  none 
of  tile  happiness  of  life.  All  throii<:h  her  joyle-s.  monntoiioiis 
childhood  she  tiad  had  hut  one  c(.mpanion.  tlii'  iirokeii-pirited 
mother,  whoM'  .-ensitivc  nature  had  fiuind  little  i)Ut  suirering 
in  a  hard  life.  'J'hat  mother  had  joyfully  taken  leave  of  e.v- 
istence,  pityinj:  the  (lau<:hter,  who  must  still  live  on  in  the 
world.  Ku-ieiiie  would  never  lose  the  sense  of  her  loss,  hut 
little  of  the  bitterness  of  self-reproach  min<,'le(l  with  her  mem- 
ories of  her  mother. 

Love,  her  iirst  and  only  love,  had  been  a  fresh  source  of  suf- 
forinfr  for  Euirenie.  For  a  few  bricd"  days  she  had  seen  her 
lover;  she  had  given  her  heart  to  hi  in  between  two  .-tolen 
kisses;  then  he  had  left  her  and  had  set  the  lands  and 
seas  of  the  world  between  them.  Her  fa'her  had  cursed  her 
for  tills  love;  it  had  nearly  cost  her  her  mother's  life;  it  had 
iirought  her  pain  and  sorrow  and  a  few  faint  hopes.  She  had 
striven  towards  her  happiness  till  lur  own  forces  had  failed 
her,  and  another  had  not  come  to  her  aid. 

Our  souls  live  by  giving  and  receiving;  we  have  tiecd  of 
another  .soul ;  whatever  it  gives  us  we  make  our  own,  and  give 
back  again  in  overlloN.  ing  measure.  This  is  as  vitallv  leres- 
sary  fur  our  inner  life  as  breathing  is  for  our  corjtiireal  exist- 
ence. Without  that  wonderful  physical  jiroccss  we  pcri-li ; 
the  heart  suffers  from  lack  (d'  air,  and  ceases  to  beat.  Ku- 
genie  was  beginning  to  sutfer. 

She  found  no  solace  in  her  wealth;  it  could  do  nothimr  for 
her;  her  love,  her  religi.  !.  her  faith  in  the  fiittiiv  m.ule  up 
all  her  life.      Love  was   teaching   her  what   eternity   meant. 
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llfl-  own  ii.iirl  .111(1  ihf  (Iu^imI  (■:!(  ll  spukc  to  li.T  of  a  Ijf,.  I,. 
(oinc;  lit'c  w.i-  r\(  rlii-IiiiLr.  .iihl  lo\c  no  less  otcriial.  Ni;,'ht 
and  (liiv  -\\i-  liu.-lt   with  tlic-r  two  inlinitc  thoiiLrht-.  iHTliaps 

tor  liiT  ili('\  w^Tc  liiil  one.  She  witlnlfcw  nnir.'  Mrnl  more  into 
hiTM'lf;  .-he  lovrd.  inn!  Iji'lirvcil  tlial  .<-lic  was  loved. 

i-'or  xAcn   \riii'>  IhT  ]ia->ion  had  wliollv  riiL,M-o->t'd   Irt. 
Ilcr  ticaMiiv-,  wi'iv  not    tlio^'  tiiillion.   l,ft   to  Iht  hv  licr 

fatln  I-,  liic  iiioni'v  liiai  went  on  arciiniiilatiin:  vi'ar  ai'irr  voar; 
liiit  the  l«o  |Mir!r,iil>  uliiih  liiinLT  aliovc  Iht  hnl.  Cliark's' 
Icallitr  ca-i'.  I  lie  jcwi'l.-  wlndi  .^hc  had  hoiiLdit  liack  from  her 
father,  and  ulnch  wito  now  [ifoiidlv  -ct  forth  on  a  lavcr  of 
cotton  wool  in.-idf  the  drawer  in  the  old  ehe-t.  and  her  aunt's 
tliiinhle  whi(  h  Mnie.  (irandet  had  n^ed  ;  ever\-  dav  l-]iii,'enie 
took  up  a  |iieee  of  euihroiderv,  a  -orl  of  l'ene|o|ie"s  weh,  wliieh 
silt'  had  only  heL'nn  that  .-he  niiudit  wear  the  golden  tliinihle. 
t-'udeared  to  her  hv  Ml  manv  ineniories. 

It  -eeined  hardly  iirohahlc  that  Mile.  Grandet  would 
marry  while  .-he  was  still  in  iiioui'iiiiiL'.  Her  sinecro 
piety  was  well  known.  So  tlie  Crufhot  family,  coun- 
selled hy  the  astute  old  Ahhe,  was  fain  to  he  content  with 
surrounding;  the  heiress  with  the  most  alTectioiiate  attentions. 
Her  dinini:-iooni  was  filled  every  evening:  with  the  warmest 
and  most  devoted  Cruchotins,  who  endeavnri<l  to  surpass  oacii 
otlier  ill  sin,i.'inu-  the  prai>es  of  the  mistress  of  the  hoii.se  in 
every  l:ey.  She  ].-•■  \  her  physieiaii-in-iirdinary,  her  grand 
almoner,  her  ehamherlain.  her  tni>tress  of  the  rohos.  her  prime 
minister,  an.l  last,  Ijut  hy  no  mean-  least,  her  chancellor — a 
chancellor  whose  aim  it  wa-  to  keep  Iut  infortiu'd  of  everv- 
thiiii:.  If  the  heiress  had  e\pre-.-ed  anv  wish  for  a  train- 
Itearer,  they  would  have  found  luie  for  her.  She  w,..  a  (jueon 
111  fact,  and  never  was  (pieen  so  adroitly  tiattereil,  A  great 
soul  never  <toops  to  Uatterv:  it  is  tli(^  resource  of  little  na- 
tures, who  vucci'ed  in  niakini:  tliemselves  smaller  still,  that 
they  mas-  the  hetter  envp  into  the  hearts  of  those  alioiit  whom 
th.'y  circle.  I'lattcry.  Iiy  it-  very  nature,  imp.lies  an  interested 
motive.  So  the  people  who  lilled  Mile.  (Irandet's  sitting-room 
every  ev.iiing   (they  addressed  her  and  spoke  of  her  among 
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tlioTiisclvc'i  n<  Mill'  (If  I'lMidfuiKl  now)  hcapod  thoir  pnii^os 
upon  tlii'ir  !i()-ti'v>  in  a  inaninT  truly  tiiarvcloii-j.  This  chorus 
lit'  praise  ciiiltarra-'ii]  Kiiirenic  at  lir-t  ;  Imt  however  irross  the 
tlattcrv  mi:_'ht  lir.  -hr  l"(  aiiii>  ai  ru-tiiiiirii  to  hear  her  heaiitv 
extolled,  aiel  if  .-nme  (H'w-coimr  had  cnrHidrnMi  her  to  he 
plain,  she  (crtaiiils  would  have  wIik cd  more  under  the  enti- 
eisrn  than  -lir  niiLjlit  ha\i'  dorn-  ei^dit  years  a^o.  She  eaine  at 
la»t  to  Welcome  ilicir  hoinai:e.  whii-li  in  ler  seeret  heart  sin- 
laid  at  tlif  i'l'l  of  hi'r  idol.  So  al-o,  hv  de<,'rees,  she  aeeepted 
the  po-ilion.  and  allow,  d  herself  to  lie  treated  as  a  queen,  and 

saw    lliT    llltl in     full    cvcrv   rNrllint:. 

M.  le  I'residei.t  do  P.oul'oris  was  tlio  Inro  of  the  circle;  thev 
lauded  his  ta!"Ul-,  In-  per>onai  appearance,  his  learning,  his 
ainiahility  :  lie  w.i-  an  ine\liaustil)le  stdtjeet  of  admirinjr  com- 
nieiit.  Such  an  one  woiiM  <mI1  attention  to  tlie  fact  that  in 
seven  years  the  nia,<:i>l  rate  had  larLrely  Increased  his  fortune; 
Honfons  had  at  lea.-t  ten  thou-and  francs  a  year;  and  his 
property,  like  the  land-  of  all  the  (  ru. 'hots  in  fact,  lay  within 
the  compass  of  the  heiress'  vast  estates. 

"I>o  ymi  know.  inademoisellt\""  aieitlier  ciMU'tier  would  re- 
mark, "that  the  Crucliots  iiave  fortv  thousaiid  livrcs  a  vear 
anioiifi  them  I'" 

"  \nd  rhev  are  [iiittin.ir  iiionoy  hy,"  said  Mile,  de  OrilK'au- 
court.  an  old  and  trusty  C'ruclintine.  'M^uite  lately  a  .trontlc- 
iiiaii  came  from  I'ari-  on  purpose  to  offer  M.  Cruchot  two 
liuiidred  thousand  franes  for  his  professional  connection. 
If  he  could  LMin  an  appointment  as  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
ou^dit  to  take  tl Ifer." 

"He  mens  to  siiccee,!  M.  de  Ronfons  a-  President,  and  is 
takin;i  steps  to  that  etui."  said  Mine.  d'Orsonval,  "for  M.  le 
T'resident  will  l.e  Councillor,  ami  then  a  I'resident  of  a  Court ; 
he  is  so  Lnfterl  that  li"  is  sure  to  succeed."' 

"Ves."  said  aiioilicr.  "he  is  a  very  rcmarkahle  man.  Do 
you  not  think  so.  madeinoi-clle?" 

M.  le  Pre-ident  had  -triven  to  act  up  to  the  part  he  wanted 
to  plav.  lie  wa-  f<irt\  vears  oM.  his  countenance  was  dark 
and  ill-fav(U'ed,  tic  had.  moreover,  tlie  wizened  look  which  is 
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frc(|ii('ntlv  seen  in  m. n  ..f  In,  prMr.-.iMii ;  l,i,t  li,.  ■ifTr.t.Ml  tho 
uirs  (if  \i.iitli,  -|Mir-ii(l  ;i  iiiiil;iri  a  cnn.'.  n'ftMitii'd  I'tnin  taking' 
Knuir  in  Mile.  <iraii<lrt"s  lion-.',  and  wrm  ihitlicr  arravcd  in 
a  wliitc  cravat  and  a  -liir(  uitli  Ini-,.  frill-,  wlii.  h  -avr  him 
a  <|iiaiiit  fa!iiilv  n-rinl.lanc  !■  tn  a  t  iirk.v-:'.>liMi'r  Id'  <'all('(l 
llic  fair  licirr-s  ••  uiip  dear  lv.i_'rnir.'"  an.!  -[.nkc  a-  if  I  r  u,  r.. 
iili  inliriialc  fn.iid  ..f  (he  faniil\.  in  fan.  ImK  f,,r  tli.'  ninnliiT 
of  ihoM'  assctiililnl.  and  tli.'  -iil.-i  it  ill  lun  <>\'  \\\\\-\  (nr  lo'n.  ami 
till'  ahsciicc  nf  M.  and  \Ini'\  (irandrt.  tin-  -n'lH'  ua-  -lanciv 
'•li.niL'i'd ;  it  nii,L.dit  alnio-t  iiavr  hccn  that  first  lAvnini:  on 
which  this  .-tMry  Im';.',.,,, 

Tlic  pack  wa>  still  in  |iiir-iiit  i>\'  i'lii^cnic's  tniiiions;  if  was 
a  more  numerous  pack  now;  ihcv  ltjivc  ton^'uc  ti>;,'c!hcr.  and 
hunted  (h)uri  their  prev  more  sv-tenatie  d!v. 

If  Charles  had  cnitic  hack  from  thi'  far-otf  Indies,  he  would 
liavf  found  the  same  motive,  at  unrk  and  almn>t  tho  saino 
JH'ople.  Mrne.  de>  (iras>ins,  fur  whotn  Kmj'eMic  had  nothini^ 
but  kiiidnc-s  and  pity,  still  remained  to  \e\  the  ( 'niehot.s. 
Ku.L'cnie's  face  >iill  -hone  (Hit  airain-t  the  dark  back.uM-ound. 
and  Charles  (thou;.di  invisihie)  rei,!/ned  there  su|)reino  as  in 
other  days. 

Yet  some  ailvanee  had  heen  mad-'.  I"iii:cnie"s  hirthday 
bouquet  was  never  lorirotlen  by  the  mairi-trate.  Indecil.  it 
bad  become  an  in-titution:  every  evening'  he  broui,dit  the 
heiress  a  hu<:e  atnl  wondeiful  houipiet.  Mine.  Cornoiller  os- 
tentatiously placed  the>e  nilVrin-s  in  a  vase.  an<l  promptly 
flunp  them  into  a  cdriier  >A'  the  yard  as  soon  as  the  visitoriJ 
had  departed. 

In  the  early  sprinir  Mine,  des  Grassins  made  a  move,  and 
soufrbt  (o  trouble  the  felieiiv  of  the  Crucbotins  by  talkinj:  to 
Kup'nie  of  the  Manpiis  de  Froidfond.  whose  ruined  fortunes 
inii:ht  be  retrieved  if  the  heiress  wonid  return  his  estate  to 
him  by  a  marriaire  eontra.ct.  Mme.  des  (Jrassins  bnided  the 
Manpiis  and  his  litjc  t,,  ihe  skies;  aiid.  takinir  Eutrenie's 
<|uiet  smile  for  consent,  -he  went  about  savini:  that  M.  le 
Tresident  Crrehoi's  marriage  was  not  sucti  a  settled  thing 
as  some  people  imagined. 
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"M.  (If  rroidfoin!  iii.iv  i„  liiiv  \,-,ii-  olil,'"  she  ^lid.  l,ut  lu' 
Incik-;  no  (i|.|,  I-  th.in  M.  I'nu  Imt  ;  hr  i,  a  wkIuwii',  juhI  lias  a 
t'amiiy.  it  i>  inir;  iuii  lie  i,  a  iii;in|iii-.  h.'  will  Im'  a  peer  of 
I-  ram  r  mic  ul'  tlic--  ila,\ -.  ii  i-  nut  .mi,  1 1  a  l/ad  iiiatrl.  a.'"  liiiu-s 
'ti<>-  I  kiM'U  i.r  my  iiuii  iritaiii  kiinuIr.lL'i'  that  uIhii  old 
(iraiidct  aildcd  in-  own  |ii.>|m  ii\  to  ilir  I'roiillond  c-tatc  he 
iiitMiit  to;fral't  In-  ratiiil\  into  tli,.  l-'roidlond-.,  lie  ofl^'ii  told 
IMC  a-  iinirli.     Oh:  he  wa- a  ,-lii.  wd  old  man,  wa>  <  Itaiidct." 

"All!  NaiKiii,  '  |-;u;:rini>  -anl  oiir  .\tinn;.'.  a-;  slu'  went  to 
lu'd.  ""uhy  lia>  Ik-  not  mid'  w  laiiiii  to  mr  in  ftcvcn  Vfar.s!'"    . 


While  thc.-c  cxcnt-  uiTc  taking'  plarc  in  Sainiiiir.  Charlos 
wa-  making'  lii>  forliim'  in  llir  iia-t.  Ills  fir-t  vmlurc  wa.s 
viTV  >U((  (•--t'lil.  Ill'  had  |iri>niiitly  rcalizrd  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  dollar.-.  ('ro--iii;4  the  line  had  <tircd  liim  of  many 
furly  jirt'juilicfs;  he  .-oon  -au  \i'?\  i  |.arl\  thai  tlic  hcst  and 
(luukfst  way  of  makinj,'  mom  ,  .-  tiir  -amc  in  thf  tropif-s 
as  in  Kiirup( — by  liiiyiiiir  and  -i  hil'  turn,  llf  made  a  dc- 
t-fcnt  on  the  African  i  oa-i  -  and  haruainc.;  for  negroes  and 
otlu-r  jroods  in  dcmantl  in  various  markrts.  He  threw  him.self 
heart  and  soul  into  the  hu.-iiM--,  and  thoiii:hl  of  nothiii;:  else. 
Ih'  set  one  clear  aim  lud'ore  him.  to  reappear  in  I'ari-,  and  to 
dazzle  the  world  there  with  his  wea'li,  to  attain  a  position 
even  hiixhcr  than  the  one  from  wlm  h  he  had  fallen. 

Hy  dint  id'  ruhhiiifr  .-lioiilders  with  many  men,  traveling;  in 
many  lands,  eomini:  in  contac-t  with  \anoiis  customs  and  ro- 
liirions.  Ills  c(i(le  had  hein  relaxed,  and  lie  had  trrown  sceptical 
IIi>  noiinii-  of  n;:iit  and  wron^f  he<-anie  le.--  riu'id  when  ho 
found  that  what  was  looked  upon  as  a  crime  in  one  countrv 
was  held  up  to  admiration  in  another.  He  -aw  that  everv 
one  wa>  workin-  for  him>elf,  that  di-intere>tedne-s  wa-  rarely- 
lit  he  met  with,  and  ,>rrew  selli.-h  and  su-piciou- :  the  hereditary 
failin^is  of  the  (irandet-  came  out  in  him — t!ie  hardness,  the 
shiftincs-.  and  the  <:reed  of  n-ajn.  lie  -old  Cinne.-e  coolies, 
negro  slave>.  >wallow-ne>t-.  children,  arti-i-.  anvthinLj  and 
every  tiling  that  hrouudit  in  nioiiev.  lie  heiame  a  money 
lender  on  a  large  scale.     Long  pradice  in  cheating  the  eus- 
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toiiis  autlioritio.s  had  madf  Imn  iiii.-friipulou.-  in  ntlxT  ways, 
lie  would  make  the  \uy.xp-  to  St.  Tliomas.  huv  l„.uiv  ol'  tiio 
piralos  tluTc  lor  a  low  pnc..,  aud  .-idl  the  inrr('!iaiidi>('  in  the 
deari'.-t  market, 

Durin.i:  his  (ir.t  voya-c  Ku-rnieV  pmv  aii.l  iiohlc  fa,r  luid 
Imtii  with  him,  lik>'  liic  iiiia-v  of  the  \-irni„  „h„.i,  Spaiiisli 
.bailors  ^ct  un  tlic  pruus  of  their  vcv-ek^;  h<'  had  altril,iitrd  hi.s 
first  success  til  a  kind  of  ma^dcal  t'llic-acy  jMi.-M'.-.-cd  hv  lu-r 
prayers  and  vow.s  hut  as  time  went  on,  the  women  of  otiier 
count i-i(s,  n.-fe.vses,  inulattin-,  white  skin-,  and  velhjw  skins, 
(•r^^U's  and  adventures  in  many  lands,  eonijih'telV  elFaeed  all 
recollection  of  his  eou>in,  .,f  Sauinur,  (d'  the  el,i  hou.-,e  of  the 
beucli,  and  of  the  ki.s  tliat  he  had  >mitched  m  the  passa-e. 
He  remenjbered  nothin>r  hut  the  little  -anlen  shut  in  hv  ?t.s 
crumbling  walls  where  ''e  had  learned  the  fate  that  lay  in 
store  for  him;  but  he  rejected  all  cunneetinn  with  tlie  faiiulv. 
His  uncle  was  an  rdd  lox  who  had  lilehed  his  jewels.  Kuirenie 
had  no  place  in  his  heart  ;  he  never  gave  her  a  thought';  but 
she  occupied  a  page  in  his  ledger  as  a  creditor  for  .si.\  thou- 
sand franco. 

Such  conduct  and  such  ideas  explaimd  Charles  Grandet's 
silence.  In  the  East  Indies,  at  St.  Thomas,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  at  Lisbon,  in  the  United  States.  Charles  (Irandet  tlie 
adventurer  was  known  as  Carl  Sepherd,  a  pseudonym  which 
he  assumed  so  as  not  to  cojupronuse  his  real  name.  Carl 
Sepaerd  could  be  iinhdatigable,  brazen,  and  greedy  of  gain; 
could  conduct  him>elf,  in  ^hort,  like  a  man  who  resolves  to 
make  a  fortune  ijuiljasriuiuiiie  rii.<.  and  makes  haste  to  have 
done  with  villainy  as  ^oon  as  possible,  in  order  to  live  re- 
spected for  the  re.-t  of  his  davs. 

With  such  nietliods  his  eareei  of  prosperity  was  rapid  and 
brilliant,  and  in  IS-JT  he  ivnirned  to  Bordeaux  on  board  the 
Marie  Caroline,  a  fine  brig  belonging  to  a  Hovalist  firm.  He 
had  nineteen  inindred  thousanil  francs  with  him  in  gold  dust, 
carefully  secreted  in  three  strong  casks:  he  hoped  to  sell  it  to 
the  Paris  mint,  ami  to  make  eight  per  cent  on  the  transac- 
tion.    There  was  also  on  hoard  the  brig  a  gentlemau-in-ordi- 


ETC.KNIK  (IRANDET 


193 


nary  \n  his  :\riij<sty  f'hiirl.'s  X..  a  M.  (rAiibrion,  a  worthy  old 
iiiiiii  wlio  had  been  rasli  ('iious:li  to  marry  a  woman  of  fashion 
whoso  money  camo  from  estates  in  the  West  India  Islands. 
Mme.  d'Aiil)rion's  reckless  extrava-rance  had  ohlij^'ed  him  to 
fro  out  to  the  Indies  to  sell  her  property.  M.  and  Mme. 
d'Auhrion.  of  the  house  of  (FAuhrion  d.-  Bueh,  which  had  lost 
its  ri.-ptu!  or  chieftain  just  before  the  Iievdiution.  wore  now  in 
straitened  cireiimstaiiccs.  They  had  a  Inire  twenty  thousand 
francs  of  inc(une  and  a  dau^^diti-r.  a  very  plain  plri  whom  her 
mother  made  up  her  mind  to  marry  without  a  dowry;  for  life 
in  I'ans  is  e\]iensive.  and,  as  has  l)een  seen,  their  means  wore 
reduced.  It  was  an  enterprise  tiie  success  of  which  mij^ht  have 
seemed  somewhat  pinblematical  to  a  num  of  the  world,  in 
spite  of  the  cleverness  with  which  a  W(Hnan  of  fashion  is  gen- 
erally credited.  Perhaps  even  Mme.  d'Auhrion  herself,  when 
she  looked  at  her  daugliter,  was  almost  ready  to  despair  of 
getting  rid  of  her  to  any  one.  oven  to  the  most  besotted  wor- 
shi])er  of  rank  and  titles. 

Mile.  dWnljrion  was  a  tall,  spare  demoiselle,  somewhat  like 
her  namesake  the  iuM'ct :  she  had  a  disdainful  mouth,  over- 
shadowed by  a  long  nose,  thick  at  the  tip,  sallow  in  its  normal 
condition,  but  y>":y  red  after  a  meal,  an  organic  change  which 
was  all  the  more  unpleasant  by  reason  of  contrast  with  a 
pallid,  in~inid  countenance.  From  some  points  of  view  she 
was  all  that  a  worldly  mother,  wlio  was  thirtv-eight  ^ears  of 
age.  and  had  -till  some  pretensions  to  beauty,  could  desire. 
But  bv  way  of  couip<-nsating  a<lvantagos.  the  Marquise 
<r.\iit)rion"<  (li-^;i!iLMiis!ied  air  had  been  itdierited  bv  her 
daughter,  and  that  young  lady  had  been  submitted  to  a  Spar- 
tan regimen,  which  for  the  time  being  sul)dued  the  offending 
hue  in  her  feature  \<,  a  reax.nable  fle^h-tint.  Her  mother  had 
taught  her  bow  to  dr..>s  herself,  ['nder  the  .sanu^  in.^tructor 
she  had  aeipiired  a  charming  manner,  and  had  learned  to  as- 
sume that  iiejwive  expression  which  interests  a  nuin  and  leads 
him  to  ima'jine  that  h"re.  surely,  i-  the  anirel  for  whom  he 
has  hith.'rto  sought  in  vain,  sjio  was  carefullv  drilled  in  a 
certain  nuuueuvre  with  her  foot— to  let  it  peep  forth  from  be- 
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ncath  hor  pftticnji;.  inid  >n  call  attention  to  it>  ^^iiiall  size— 
wht'iu'vcr  luT  iiii^c  l)fcaiiic  unscasoiiahlv  nnl  :  in(](»p(i,  the 
mother  had  inadr  the  vcrv  hcst  of  her  (laiiii'litcr.  P)V  means  of 
lar^re  sleeves,  stitl'  skirt<.  [iiiil's.  [laiMini;-.  and  hii;h  |)ressure 
corsets,  she  had  jM-odiici'd  a  hi^ddy  eurio'.is  and  interestinj:  re- 
sult, a  specimen  of  femininity  which  onudit  to  liave  i)een  put 
into  a  mnsenm  for  the  eililicalion  of  mother-;  ireiierallv. 

Charles  hei-anie  very  intimate  with  .Mme.  d"Aid)rion  ;  the 
lady  liad  her  own  reason-  fi'r  enconraLrin;:  him.  People  said 
that  diirin.c  the  time  on  iioaid  she  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
secure  such  a  prize  for  a  >o;iHn-law.  It  is  at  any  rate  certain 
that  when  they  landcil  at  li'U'deaux  Charles  stayed  in  the  same 
liotel  with  .M.,  .Mme..  anrl  .Mile.  d'.Xuhrion.  and  they  all  trav- 
eled to;:ether  to  I'.iii-.  'I'lie  hntel  d".\  ,  ipinn  was  hampered 
with  mort^a,ire<.  atid  Charles  was  intended  to  come  to  the  res- 
cue. The  mother  had  -one  -o  far  as  to  say  tliat  it  would  jzive 
her  <:reat  ]ilea>iire  id  estalili>h  a  -on-iii-!;;\v  ow  the  .szround 
floor.  She  did  n"t  >hare  M.  (FAiibrion's  ari>tocr:itie  pre,Ju- 
dices,  and  promi^cd  Charles  (irandet  to  ohtain  letters  patent 
from  that  easy-tempered  monarch.  Charles  X.,  which  should 
authorize  him.  (irandet.  to  iiear  the  name  and  assume  the 
arms  of  the  (r.\ui)rions.  and  ( i»y  ]mrcha>in^'  the  entail)  to 
succeed  to  the  property  of  Anbrion.  which  was  worth  ai)Out 
thirty-six  thousand  livres  a  vear.  to  >av  nothinu:  of  the  titles 
of  Captal  de  Huch  and  Manpii-  (TAuhrion.  They  could  be 
very  useful  to  each  otin'r.  in  >hort  :  and  what  with  this  ar- 
rangement of  a  joint  estaiili-limeni,  ami  one  or  two  posts 
about  t!ie  court,  the  hutel  d" Aubrion  miiiht  c()unt  upon  an  in- 
come of  a  hundred  thou.-;'.nd  francs  and  more. 

"And  when  a  man  has  a  hundred  thousand  francs  a  vear, 
a  name,  a  family,  and  a  po>:iion  at  Court  —  for  1  shall  procure 
an  appointuji'iit  for  you  a-  gentleman  of  the  txidehamher — 
the  rest  is  easy.  Vou  can  be  anything  you  choose""  (so  slie  in- 
structed Charles).  "Ma-ter  of  He(piests  in  the  Council  of 
State,  Prefect,  Secretary  to  an  Kmba--y,  the  .\mbassador 
himself  if  you  like.  Charles  X.  is  much  attached  to  d'.Xu- 
hrion; the}'  have  known  each  other  from  childhood." 
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She  fairly  turned  liis  head  with  tiicsc  ambitious  schomi's, 
and  during  tlie  voyage  ('harks  began  to  cherish  the  hojies 
and  ideas  wliieh  had  been  x)  cleverly  insinuated  in  the  form 
of  tender  confidences.     He  ;iever  d(,iil)ted  but  that  his  uncle 
had  |iaid  his  father",  creditors;  he  had  been  suchlcniy  hiunched 
into  the  society  of  tlic  Faubourg  St.  (iennain,  at  that  time  the 
goal  of  social   ambitinn;    and   beneath  tiie  shadow  of    Mile. 
^latnilde's  purple  nose,  he  was  sliertly  to  appear  as  the  Comte 
dWubrioii,  very  mueh  a-  the  Dreux  shone  forth  transformed 
into  Brezes.     He  was  dazzled  by  the  apparent  prosperity  of 
the  restored  dyna.-ty,  which  had  s.'emed  to  be  tottering  to  its 
fall  when  he  left  France;  his  head  was  full  of  wild,  andjitious 
dreams,  which  began  on  the  voyage,  and  did  not  leave  him 
in   I'aris.     U     resolved  to  strain  ev.'ry  nerve  to  reach  those 
lunnacles  of  glory  which  his  egniistical  would-be  mother-in- 
law  had  poiiited  out  to  him.     His  ciii-in  was  only  a  dim  speck- 
in  the  remote  jiast :  she  bad  no  place  in  this  l)rilliant  future, 
no  part  in  his  dreams,  but  he  went  t'>  see  Annette.     That  ex- 
perienced woman  of  ibc  world  gave  counsel  to  lier  old  friend; 
he  mu.st  by  no  means  let  slip  such  an  opportunity  for  an  alli- 
ance; she  promised  to  aid  him  in  all  his  scheme.^  of  advance- 
ment.    In  her  heart  she  was  (U'lighted  to  see  Charles  thus  so- 
cured  to  such  a  plain  and  uninteresting  girl.     He  had  grown 
very  attractive  during  his  stay  in  the  Indies;  liis  complexion 
had  grown  darker,  he  had  gained  in  manliness  and  self-pos- 
session; he  spoke  in  the  firm,  decided  tones  oi  a  man  who  is 
used  to  commaiul  aiul  to  suci;ess.     Fver  since  Charles  Crandet 
hail  discovered  that  there  was  a  definite  part  for  him  to  play 
in  I'aris,  he  was  himself  at  once. 

Hes  (ira^-^iiis,  hearing  of  his  return,  his  approaching  mar- 
riage, and  his  large  fortune,  came  to  see  him,  and  spoke  of 
the  time  Imndred  thousaiul  francs  still  owing  to  his  father's 
creditoiv.  He  found  Charles  closeted  with  a  goldsmith,  from 
whom  he  bad  ordered  jewels  for  Mile.  d'AubrionV  rorbriJlr. 

Charles    himself    had 
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the  new  ostal)lisliniciit.  nuioiinted  to  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  francs.  He  did  not  rccoi.nii>ct'  des  (Jrassins  at  first, 
and  treated  him  with  liu'  eool  insolence  of  a  voiin^  man  of 
fasliion  w!io  is  conscious  that  h(>  has  killed  four  men  in  as 
many  duels  in  the  Indies.  As  M.  ik->  tirassins  had  already 
called  three  or  four  times.  Charles  vouch-^afed  to  hear  hiiii. 
but  it  was  with  bare  jjolitoncss,  and  he  did  not  pav  the  slight- 
est attention  to  what  the  hanker  said. 

"My  fatlier's  debts  are  not  i-iine,"  he  said  coolly.  ''I  am 
obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  the  trouble  you  have  been  good  enough 
to  take,  but  I  am  none  the  better  for  it  that  1  can  see.  I  have 
not  scrajied  together  l  coujjle  oi  iniliions,  earned  with  the 
sweat  of  my  brow,  to  fling  it  to  my  father's  creditors." 


to  ije  declared  bankrupt 


"liut  suppose  tiiat  your  father  wciv 
in  a  few  days"  time!'"' 

"In  a  few  days'  time  I  shall  be  tlie  Comte  dWubrion.  sir; 
so  you  can  see  tliat  it  is  a  matter  of  entire  indill'eri'nce  to  nie. 
Besides,  you  know  even  better  than  I  do  that  when  a  man  has 
a  hundred  thousand  livres  a  year.  Iiis  father  never  has  ix'en 
a  bankru{)t,"  and  he  politely  edged  llu'  deputy  des  Grassins  to 
the  door. 


In  the  early  days  of  the  month  of  August,  in  that  same 
year,  Eugenie  was  sitting  on  the  little  limch  in  tlie  garden 
where  her  cousin  had  sworn  eternal  love,  nnd  whore  she  often 
took  i)rcakfast  in  summer  moi'niiiLis.  'I'hc  pmir  girl  was  al- 
most happy  for  a  few  brief  moments;  she  wi  nt  over  all  the 
great  and  little  events  of  her  Invc  iiefore  ilio^e  catastrophes 
tiiat  followed.  The  morning  was  fresh  aihl  bright,  and  the 
garden  was  full  of  sunliuiit  :  h.'r  eyes  wainh  r^'il  nvcr  the  wall 
with  its  moss  and  flowers;  it  was  full  of  crark<  now,  and  aM 
but  in  ruins,  but  no  one  was  allowed  to  icuu-h  it,  though 
Cornoiller  was  always  prophesviiiL''  tn  his  wi;.'  that  the  whnl- 
thing  would  come  down  and  crush  somehoiiN-  or  other  one  "f 
these  days.  The  postman  knocked  at  tiie  door,  and  gave  a 
letter  into  the  hands  of  .Mnie.  ('<     loillcr.  who  hurried  into  the 


g.irden.  crying. 


•:\ia 


ileinn]-. 


n-:     A  letter!    Is  it  fin'  letter?" 


she  added,  ai  ihe  handed  it  to  her  mistress. 
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The   words   ran^^  tlir(iu,i:!i   Eui^riiioV  heart   as   tlio   spoken 

founds  rang  from  tlie  ramparts  ami  the  old  garden  wall. 

"!'"'■''*■  •  •  •  It  is  his  writing!  Thru  he  has  come 
hack." 

Eugenie's  face  grew  white;  for  seviTal  seconds  she  kept  the 
seal  unhr(jken,  for  her  heart  heat  so  fast  tliat  slie  could  neither 
move  nor  see.  Big  Xanon  stood  and  waited  with  hoth  hands 
on  her  hips;  joy  .seemed  to  puff  like  si.ioko  from  everv  wrinkle 
in  her  i)rown  face. 

"Do  read  it,  mademoiselle!" 

"Oh  !  why  does  he  come  back  hy  way  of  Paris,  Xanon.  when 
he  went  hy  way  of  Saumur!''" 

"Read  it;  the  letter  will  tell  you  whv." 

Eugenie's  fingers  trembled  as  she  (ipened  the  fnvelope;  a 
checpie  on  the  finti  of  "Mnw.  des  Grassins  et  Corret.  Saumur," 
fell  out  of  It  and  fluttered  down.    Xanon  picked  it  up. 

"My  dear  Cousix     .     .     ." 

("I  am  not  'Eugenie'  now,"  she  thought,  and  her  heart 
stood  still.)     "You     .     .     ." 

"He  u.sed  to  say  thou!"  She  folded  her  arms  and  dreaded 
to  read  any  further;  great  tears  gathered  in  her  eyes. 

"What  is  it  ?     Is  he  dead  ?"  asked  Xanon. 

"If  he  were,  he  could  not  write,"  said  Eugenie,  and  she  read 
the  letter  through.     It  ran  as  follows:— 

"My  dk.\r  cousiy, — You  will.  I  am  sure,  hear  w  rh  pleasure 
of  the  success  of  my  enterprise.  You  bmuL^ht  me  luck ;  I 
have  come  back  to  France"  a  wealthy  man.  as  mv  uncle  ad- 
vised. I  have  just  heard  of  his  death,  together  with  that  of 
my  aunt,  from  M.  des  Cra.ssins.  Our  parents  must  die  in 
the  course  of  nature,  and  we  ourselves  must  follow  them.  I 
hope  that  by  i:,is  time  you  are  consoled  for  vour  loss;  time 
cures  all  trouble,  as  I  know  by  experience.  Yes.  mv  dear  cous- 
in, the  day  of  illusions  is  gone  hy  for  me.  I  am  sorrv.  but  it 
cannot  be  helped.  I  have  knocked  about  the  world  .>^o  much, 
and  seen  so  much,  that   1  have  been  led  to  rcllect  on  life      I 


1!tS 


ErCKMK  CIJANDKT 


\va>  a  iliiM  uhcii  I  wmi  a\\a\  ;  I  liavi-  (■(win'  hark  a  man.  and 
I  liavi-  many  ihinus  In  liiink  aliniit  ikiw  wliidi  I  iliil  imt  rvrn 
iliH'am  (if  tiii-ii.  Voii  arc  I'rcr,  my  (■(Hi.-in.  ami  I  bxi  am  fr^'c 
-till  ;  tiiriv  i-  a|i[iani!tly  iiutliinLT  tn  liimltT  i!i.'  ivali/atinn  of 
(Mir  yniiiiifiil  li()|ics:  liiit  I  am  tnn  -!rai,L'!it  fmu  aiil  in  liiijf  niv 
]irf.-i-nt  Miiialinn  frnm  you.  I  liavi.'  not  I'm-  .1  mom.'nt  for 
L'oiicii  that  I  am  limiml  to  ymi ;  lliroiii:li  all  mv  wandcrinir.- 
1  IiaV''  always  rmi; 'mlHTcil  tlu'  littK-  wooden  l„au-h "' 

l-aiL'(''nif  .-tarred  nj>  a.-  if  .-ho  wi^ro  -ittinu'  nii  ImiaiiiiL''  cDals, 
and  -at  down  on  oni'  of  the  broken  .-tone  >to[is  in  the  vard. 


Jt 


"lilo  lillli'  wooden   lieneil  w'are  we  VoWeil   to   love  e.lell  other 

forever;  the  iia--a,L;e.  the  L'ray  parlor,  my  aliie  room,  the  iiiLiht 
when  ill   \oiir  thoimht  fuim-s  and.  tjid    \oii   made   mv    future 

ea.-it  r   to    me.       ^  e,-.    ihe-e    me|norie<    have    hrell    m\    .-ll|ij)ort  :    I 

have  ^aid  in  my  heart  that  ymi  weii'  aiwav-  thinkiiiu  of  me 
\vh(  II  1  tlion_:jht  of  \oii  at  tiie  hour  we  had  agreed  e.jion.  \)'n\ 
you  not  look  out  into  the  (klrkne^s  at  nine  o'dot  !; ;-  ^'is.  I 
am  .-lire  you  did.  I  u.-ulij  m.i  prove  fal-e  to  so  .-at  red  a  frieiid- 
siup;  I  cannot  deal  insincerely  with  voii. 

'■.\  marriau'e  !ia-  keen  pro!' i~eil  to  me.  which  i-  in  everv 
way  sati-faciory  to  my  mind.  Lnve  in  a  marriaLic  is  romantic 
non>en.-e.  lv\|ierience  has  clearly  -hown  mo  that  in  marrviiiir 
We  must  obey  social  kiw-  ami  ecuiform  to  conventional  ideas. 
There  is  some  dinVremc  of  aiie  1m;w.  cii  yuu  and  me,  which 
would  perhajis  he  more  likely  to  a'l'ei  t  your  future  than  mine, 
and  there  are  other  diiriu'ences  of  wliicii  1  need  not  speak: 
youi  hriii,_Mni:  np.  yi'ur  wa\-  of  life,  and  vour  ta-tes  have-  not 
iitted  you  i'  r  Parisian  life,  nor  would  llay  liarmonize  with 
the  future  which  I  have  marked  out  for  m\-e!f.  For  iii- 
.•-t.'niee.  it  is  part  of  my  plan  to  maintain  a  Li'eat  liou-ehold. 
and  lo  -I  e  ,a  i^ood  deal  of  -oeiet\-:  and  \i)U.  I  am  -ure.  from 
my  i-eco!!.  .  iinn<  of  you.  would  prefer  a  ipiiet.  domestic  lit'e 
and  home-keeping  wa\-.  \o.  1  will  hi'  open  with  vou :  [ 
will  ahidc  hv  vour  ileci-iiui ;  hut  1  mn-t  lir-t.  however,  lay  all 
the  facts  of  the  case  before  you,  that  you  may  the  better 
judge. 
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"I  !tnsM.^>  ;il  tho  tiiiir  ..f  writiii;:  an  mcnmv  of  ci.'hty  .I1..11- 
;.""'  ^''"''"-     ^^'"1'  ""-  f'Ttiinr  1  am  ahh.  tn  ,„arrv  into  tl„. 
''  ■^"'"•'"^'  laiMilv:  I  .lu.nM  takr  tlirir  name  ,m  niv  niarria-r 
\nih  thr.r  ,,nl.v  d:.u-lit,T.  a  -irl  ..f  ninrt.vn.  an,l  mviih'  at  the 
"'■'"■'■  '■""    '■'   ''''''    i"-illiani   position   m  mhi.iv.  an.l   tl,,.  p,,.t 
nt   -rnll-M,ai,-,.r-il„.-l„.,l,.lia.nlH.r.      I   will  a,-.nv  von  at  on,v 
'''•;   '''■^"'  '■""-'"•  '''^"    I   li^'v,.  nni   ,!k,  .li;r(,„,,t   :„r,,.ti..n   for 
^'"';-  ''   \'-"""!'-  I'l!!    !-y  ilii-  iiiatTia-o  I  .hall  ^vcviv  for  niv 
'■IrbWru  a  MH.Jal  ,-ank  u-|,i,!,  will   l„.  of  in.-tiinaMo  valuo  in 
M"  lii'iMv.     Mun;,n-Iii,;,l  pri,i,.i,,|,.s  an.  dailv  irainin-  .^roimil 
A    N'u-    ^,,n■~   l„.n...   n.y   -,.„.   tl...   Man|„is  iiWiibrionr  won!,] 
•'■■'^''  ^'"  ■  :i!.n!r,l  ,.>tat..  an,l  a  y,-arlv  iv„tal  of  f,„iv  thon^an.! 
Ii|i>.-   wii!,  Mich   advanta-cs  thnv  wnuhi   I,,-  „..   p.Nition   to 
wiii.l!  Ur  inidit  not  a.pir...     \\\.  ou^ht  to  liv..  f,,,-  „„r  .•hihliTn 
^••"lon  .-.,..  iny  ,uuMn.  hnw  cainli.llv   I  ani  lavin-  tli-  -tat" 
"i  niy  hrail.  niv  Impr..  and  my  f-.n,,,,,,,  |„.fo,v  yon.     I'.Tliaps 
;i!l'M-  s-wn   \,.ar-  ,,f  ,M.par-.iti,,n   von   mav  vouf'-olf  lia\r   fop- 
.^■"tl.n   our  oliihli-!!    lov..  aHaif.   Init    I    \uiu.  novo,-   fo,-..!!,.,, 
your  -o,.,!,,,...  or  my  promi-..    A  ],.-.  .■onsr.rnlion-,  a  1,-.  np- 
'■'■-'"    '"■'"■  ■■^"''   ■'    '"■■■i'-i     l-<^    vonthfnl    than    mnio.  miHit 
s<-aiv,.|y  l.vl  hiniM.if  l„,„nd  l,y  it  :  hnf  for  „„.  ;,  promi^,.    hi.w- 
<'vrr  huhtly  ,-,v..,..  i.  .anvd.     When    I    tell   von  ,,|ainlv  that 
my  marna-c  is  so|..|v  a   marria-o  of  snilahilitv.  an-l  that    I 
hav,.  not    (or-ottcn  liio  h,v,'  of  our  vonthfnl  davs,  am   I  not 
pnltm-  mvsolf  t-niiivly  into  your  hands,  and  makin-  voii  th<> 
iirintiv-s  of  my  fate:-      |s  it  „ot   imp!i,.,|    ,hat  if  I  '  mn-t   ro- 
"">'n<o  my  ...vial  amhiii,ms.  1  shall  wiliin-Iv  oontont  mvs,df 
wirii  thr  Mmplo  and  puiv  happiness  which  is  alwavs  called  up 
liy  I  ho  thoiiLdit  id'  von 

/•Tra-la-la-tan-ta-ti!"  ^an-  ('harles  Crandet  to  th.'  air  of 
.\u/i  fin  ninlnn.  as  he    si;r„,.,l  himself. 

''Yonr  devoted  eonsin, 

"ClIAIiLKS."" 

"Hv  Jove-  that  is  aetin-  hand-nnelv."  he  slid  to  him-.-lf 
He  looked  about  lum  for  tlie  cheque.  >lipped  it  in.  and  rdded 
a  postscript. 


i 


200 


KI'»;i:nik  *!UAN1)KT 


"/'.  >\-  I  ciicluM'  a  ih(i|Uf  1)11  .Mriic.  dcs  rira>>ins  for  ti^rlit 
tliousaiid  l'raiu>.  [niyalilr  in  '^n\t\  to  v(ii:r  order.  i'<)ii!prisinii 
the  (■aj)!^!!  ami  iiitrr.-t  of  ilio  >uiii  you  were  so  kind  n-  to  ad- 
vamr  iin'.  1  am  '■xp.'ctinu''  a  (•;!>(>  from  Hordoaiix  which  eoa- 
tains  a  tVu-  thi!i;_'>  which  you  iiiu.-t  allow  mc  to  >cnd  vou  as 
a  token  of  my  uiic.  a-iuir  ;,'ratituilc.  Ynu  can  >cnil  niv  dre^^s- 
in.LT-i-ase  hy  the  dili;,'ence  to  the  Hotel  d'Auhi'loii,  line 
llillerin-lMTt  in." 


"I>y  the  ilil)L'enc<^  I"  cried  Iluirenie.  "•wlien  I  would  have 
^'Iven  my  life  for  it  a  thousmd  times  I" 

Terrible  and  eoinplcte  >hi|iwreck  of  lio|)e;  th'.'  vessel  had 
^'one  down,  there  was  not  a  spar,  not  a  [dank  in  the  vast  ocean. 
There  are  women  who  when  their  lover  forsakes  theiii  will 
(ira,Lr  him  from  a  nwiTs  arms  and  murder  her.  and  fly  for 
refuf^e  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  the  scaffold,  or  the  fjrave. 
There  is  a  certain  grandeur  in  this,  no  doubt:  there  is  sotne- 
tliiii^'  so  sublime  in  the  ]ia-s|on  of  indij-nation  which  prompts 
the  crime,  that  man's  ju.-tice  is  awed  into  silence:  i)ut  thoro 
are  other  women  who  .-uifcr  and  bow  their  heads.  They  go 
on  their  way.  submissive  and  liroken-hcarted,  weejjing  and 
forjiivinjr,  prayini,r  till  ilieir  !a>t  si.di  for  him  whom  they 
never  foriret.  And  tliis  no  loss  is  love,  love  such  as  the  angels 
know,  love  that  bears  itself  proudly  in  anL'uish.  that  lives  by 
the  secret  pain  of  which  it  dies  at  la-t.  This  was  to  be  Euge- 
nie's love  now  that  she  had  read  that  horrible  letter. 

She  r.-ised  her  eyes  to  the  sky  and  thought  of  her  mother's 
prophetic  words,  uttered  in  the  monuMit  of  clear  vision  that 
is  sometimes  given  to  dyimr  eyes;  and  as  she  thought  of  her 
mother's  life  and  death,  it  seemed  to  her  that  she  was  looking 
out  over  her  own  futnnv  There  was  nothing'  left  to  her  now 
but  to  live  prayerfully  till  the  day  of  her  deliverance  should 
come  and  the  soul  spread  its  wings  for  heaven. 

">ry  mother  was  right."'  -he  said,  we(>ping.  "Suflfer — and 
die." 

She  went  slowlv  from  the  izarden  into  the  house,  avoiding 
the  passage;  but  when  she  came  into  the  old  gray  parlor,  it 
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was  full  of  niemorios  of  her  coiitiin.  On  the  ehimney-piece 
there  stood  a  certain  china  s;iiicer.  which  she  used  every  morn- 
ing, and  the  old  86vrcs  sugar  hasiii. 

It  was  to  be  a  memorable  and  eventful  dav  for  Eugenie. 
Nanon  announced  the  cure  of  tlic  parisli  church.  He  wa.-^ 
related  to  the  Cruchots,  and  therefore  in  the  interests  of  the 
President  de  Bonfons.  For  some  days  past,  the  Abbe  had 
urged  the  cure  to  speak  .seriously  to  ^illc.  (Jrandet  about  the 
duty  of  marriage  from  a  religious  point  of  view  for  a  woman 
in  her  position.  Eugenie,  seeing  her  pastor,  fancied  that  he 
had  come  for  the  thousand  francs  wliich  she  gave  him  every 
month  for  tlie  poor  of  his  parish,  aud  sent  Xanon  for  the 
money;  but  the  curate  began  with  a  smile,  "To-day,  made- 
moiselle, I  liavc  come  to  take  counsel  with  yon  about  a  poor 
girl  in  whom  all  Saumur  takes  an  interest,  and  who,  through 
lack  of  charity  to  her.'^elf,  is  not  living  a<  a  Christian  should." 

"Mon  Dieu!  M.  le  Cure,  just  now  I  can  think  of  nobody 
bur  myself.  I  am  very  miserable,  my  only  refuge  is  in  the 
Church:  her  heart  is  large  enough  to  hold  all  human  -iorrows, 
her  lov^  so  inexhaustible  that  we  need  never  fear  to  drain  it 
dry." 

"Well,  mademoiselle,  when  wo  speak  of  this  girl,  we  shall 
':e:a;c  of  you.  Listen !  If  you  would  fain  work  out  your  sal- 
vation, there  are  but  two  ways  open  to  you  :  you  must  either 
leave  the  world,  or  live  in  the  world  and  submit  to  its  law.s— 
you  must  choose  between  the  earthly  and  the  hcavenlv  voca- 
tion." 

^''Ah!  your  voice  speaks  to  me  when  I  need  to  h(>ar  a  voice. 
Yes,  God  has  sent  you  to  me.  I  will  bid  the  world  farewell, 
and  live  for  God  alone,  in  silence  and  seclusion.*' 

"But,  my  daughter,  you  should  think  Ion::  aiid  pravorfullv 
before  taking  so  strong  a  measure.  Marriage  is  life,  the  "-i! 
and  the  convent  is  death." 

^  "Tf,"''  ^'^'*^^^-  •■^''  •  '*"  ^^'''^'^  ^""''^  ""'.'^'  cnmo  quickh.  M.  le 
Cure,"  she  said,  with  dreailfiil  eat'ernes-i. 

"Death?     But  you  have  L're.it  (il.'iLMtions  to  fulfil  towards 

society,  mademoiselle.    There  h  v.iir  familv  of  poor,  to  whom 
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\nii  i;iv,'  rlntiii'-  :ii!(l  liiiiiu:  III  uinicr  ;iii(I  \vnrT>  ill  <uinmor. 
Vniir  ;:i'i;u  I'.iitiinr  i-  ,1  l";in,  'if  which  wm  inii-t  yivc  nc- 
cniint  "IM-  il,i\,  ^'lil  \\,[\<'  ;li\v,l\.-.  iiinlMcl  uri  It  ;l-  ;l  -.KTcd 
tni-t.  It  \M.iilil  hr  -.'lli-h  ti>  hiir\-  voiir.-cH'  in  ;i  '■■'ii\i'iit.  :iiiil 
Villi  iiii-hl  ii'il  I'l  li\i'  iiliiiic  ill  ihc  U'lrli!.  Ill  thi-  fir-l  [ihu-r. 
hii\r  (..111  ;iiii  rndiiT  the  hiirdi'ii  nf  \iMir  \;i-t  I'uri 'iin'  ;iliiii.>r 
^'iiii  iiiiulil  iii~i'  ii.  ^'iHi  will  hi  iinulvcd  in  niilii--  htiL'.itioii ; 
\iiii  ^^"ill  I'liil  \iiiii'-(  If  III  ilillii  ult  i.~  frniii  uhiih  \.iii  will  nut 
ill'  ahli'  t'>  ''Xt  rii-;iii'  voiir-c!f.  'i'akc  \ntir  |i;i-|mi-"-  \mii-i|.  ,i  \\u~- 
liaiiii  i-  ii-ifiii  ;  \oii  niiiilii  nut  tu  jusr  what  <i'ui|  iia-  l;i\i'1i  iiiln 
_\uiir  1  liafL''.  I  -pi  ak  tu  yuii  as  tu  ;i  chcri-hril  iamh  uf  mv  tlurk. 
^  I'll  lu\i'  *'i'il  !iiu  -iii'i-rily  |u  lliid  liiiiilr.iiiii  -  tu  \uiir  ~al\a- 
li'iii  in  ihi'  uiirlil;  _\uii  arc  uin'  of  it-  f.iii'c-t  uriiainiiil-.  and 
,-liuiild  fciiiaiii  in  i!  a-  an  c.\aiii|'Ic  uf  huliiic--." 

At  thi-  puiiil  Mine.  (If-  (lra.--iiis  wa-  aiiiiuini'cd.  Tin' 
hanker-  uij'c  wa-  -niai'i  iii'_'  under  a  L;'rie\uii-:  di-a|i|M>iiitnif'iit. 
ami  ih.ir-ted  hn-  revenue 

•■Ma.h'iiiui-elle  .  .  ."  slic  lK',i:an.  "Oh:  .M.  le  Clin''  i.-! 
lure.      .     .      .      !    ui!l   -av   im   more  then.      1    eaiiie   tu  -peak 

ahui;I     -nine    JiMlier-    itf    lili-ine<<.    lillt     I     >ee     \ull     are    di'cp    ill 
:-unielhiliu   el-'."" 

".Ma'hlliie,"   -aid    llie  cure,   ■'!    lea\e  the   tiehl    tu   \ull." 

■■'•h!  M,  !  Cure,  pray  euinc  hack  a;_Miii:  1  -tand  in  ■j:vv;it 
need  uf  yuiir  h'lp  jii.-t  liuw." 

■"Ve-.  iiiih'-'l.  niv  prior  child!"  said   Mine,  de-  (Jra-^ins. 

'"What  du  yuu  niean;-'"  a-ked  I-aiu-eiiie  and  tin'  cure  liuth  to- 
p'tlier. 

■■po  Villi  ^llppu-e  that  I  haven"t  hoard  that  voiir  cuii-in  ha:< 
eunie  hack  and  is  iruini:  ;u  marrv  Mile.  d'Auhriun  ?  A  wutiian 
diii'-h'l   uu  ahuiir  with  her  uit-  in  her  pucket." 

Kii-vnie  was  -iient,  tlieiv  «as  a  red  tiusli  on  her  fa<'e.  hut 
she  made  ii|,  her  mind  al  unee  that  lienecfurw.ird  no  uiie 
^!iu!ilil  learn  anvthiiiii-  fruiM  !ier.  and  luoked  a-  impeiietrahle 
a-  ii.  1-  fallier  ii-ed  tu  dn. 

■'\\  eii.  iiiadaine.""  -iic  -aid.  with  a  tinLM'  uf  hittcfTie-s  in  her 
tune-,  ■•'t  -ecni<  that  I,  a;  aiiv  rate,  earrv  ni\  wits  in  mv 
piiekii.  lor  1  am  ijuite  at  a  lu--  to  understand  vou.    Speak  out 


r:r<:i:MK  <;ija.\i.i;t 


'jor. 


nml  pxplnin  vnur-olf;  v<m  cmii  ^juak  fn.lv  \,oU>tv  M    I.-  Cur.-, 
Ill'  I-  ni\  liiicriiir.  M-  \i)ii  kiio;v." 

"Wrll.  tli.'ii.  iiiadniKHMH,..  M..  !•"!■  _\niir~rir  what  .l.s  (Jraa- 

sil!-  ,sl\-,       llnv   |>   tlir   Irll.T,"" 

I']ii;:i'i:ii'  iTaii  : — 

-Mv  i>i:u;  win:.  -Charl.-  (;raii,l..t   ha-  r.tnriir,!   frnm  th«« 
Itidif'-.  aii.l  ha-  inrn  in  J'aii-  ihr-..  lun  nmnth " 

■■'''^^■"    ' "I';'"    -'"1     i-:ii,L'r||l..    !.,    hT-r!f.    ,111.1    ii.r    hail. I    f..ll 

'"  li'r  .-i.h'.     Al't.'i'a  ni.iiiii'iit  -h.'  u.'iii  on  rcailin;_r ; 

■■'    ''•"'    '"   ''•III'''   ait.'n.hiiic..   i:]„,n    him,   an.!    .•allnl  twice 

!"f"iv  the  riitmv  (■..nit.'  .r.\iihri..ii  w.)iil.l  .■..ii,l,-,-,.ti.l  i,.  -o.; 

III''.     All   Pari-  i>  taikitii,'  ah.iiit  hi-  marria--.'.  aiai  th.'  hann-! 

.II'.'  |illhli<!H'.I " 

■'  '^'"!  li"  «i'"i''  '"  111"  lii'i'i-  tliiii  ;-■■  Kii-.'.ni.'  -ai.l  t..  h.T-flf. 
•■^l"  'li'l  11.. I  r.iiin.l  ..ir  til,  -rMt.'ii..'  a-  a  I'ari-i.'im.'  w..ul.l  have 
'l"ii''.  Willi  "Wividi  thai  Ih-  i-:"  hiit  h,.r  .-,M,ni  wa^  n.jt  one 
uiiil   the  Ic—  hccaii-.'  it   ua-   uiha j)fc--.'il. 

— •■!.ui  it  will  !..■  a  ,::.....l  while  v.'t  hcfiirc  \\v  iiiarri.'-;  it  i-  ri.)t 
hk.lv  that  the  Manpii-  .rAuhri.-n  uHl  Lrivf  his  .hiii-ht.T  to 
ill''  .-'11  .'f  a  hankriij.i  win.'  ni.Tihant.  1  oalk'.l  aii.l  i.ihl  him 
"I'  :ill  th.'  tr..uhli'  w.'  ha.l  h.'.'ii  at.  Iii.-  iin.-:.'  and  I.  in  the  mat- 
I'  1-  "i  hi-  I'ath.'i'".-  I'aiinr.'.  aii-l  ..f  ..iir  cl.'V.'f  .h..li:(<  that  had 
'"'T'  '!■'•  cR'.liioi's  .|iii.  t  -..  far.  Th.'  iii-..!<nt  !«ii,'iiv  ]:a.!  th.^ 
'  iTi'.'iii.'n  t.)  ^av  t.>  111. — |.i  nir.  wh..  I'.ir  liv.'  y.'ars  ha'v.'  tuil.'.l 
'!^iv  ami  niuhl  in  hi.--  ini.'!v>t  an. I  t..  -av,'  hi-  .•n'.]it--thai  //(\- 
/'///■/. /'V  afj^u'i-s  ir.rr  IK, I  Ill's!  \  -..li(.it,.r  w,.ii!,|  ha\.'  waiii.d 
tliiriv  ..r  f.irty  thmisaml  I'ran.s  ..f  him  in  t'.'.-  at  th.'  rat.'  ..f 
"IK  ]"'!•  C'lit  .111  th.'  t.ita!  of  thf  di'ht  !  I'.iit.  j.ati.'ii.-.' .'  T!)..!-,. 
i-  -"III.  thin^L--  that  hi'  .l...'<  .iw.  h'.M'.'V.T.  ami  that  the  law  -iiall 
imik.'  him  pay.  tliot  i^  t..  say.  iwdv.'  hiimlf.d  thousand  fran.'S 
lo  hi-  fatlierV  cr.'.lir.tfs.  an. I  f  shall  .l.'.'lar.'  his  father  hank- 
''";■'  1  iiii.'M''l  nyx'lf  lip  III  this  alfair  ..ii  the  w.)rd  of  that  o'.l 
cn-H-odik'  of  a  (Ji'aii.irt.  ami  I  have  yiv.-n  pr..mi-i's  m  th.'  iianit- 
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of  tlip  family.  M.  !.•  Comi''  d'Auliridii  inav  not  cutv  for  his 
liniMiP,  hut  I  tail'  a  <:<'<><]  dial  for  iiiiticl  So  I  .^hall  just  CX- 
j)lain  my  po-^ition  to  the  crrditors.  Still,  I  have  too  much  re- 
spect for  Milt".  Iliip'iiii'  (With  whom,  in  haiiincr  davs,  we 
liojicd  to  he  iiiori'  ( I(KcIy  conin'ctcd)  to  takt.-  any  :<ieptj  before 
you  lia\i'  ,-jMiki  II  \(i  her "" 

Then'  l-liip'iiif  pau-rd,  and  (juictly  roturncd  the  IfttcT. 

'i  am  ohli^^cd  to  you,"  >\n;  said  to  Muw.  dcs  (Irassina. 
"Wr  sliiill  ,v/7'-— — " 

"^'oi:r  voice  was  oxaotly  like  your  father's  ju.-t  then,"  ex- 
claimed y\uu'.  dcs  Orassins. 

'■.Madame,"  put  in  Xanon.  j)ro(lihinj:  ("harlcs'  cliwiuo,  "you 
have  ci^dit  thousand  francs  to  pav  us." 

'■'J'ruc.     Be  so  j,'ood  as  to  come  with  me,  Mmc.  Cornoillcr." 

'"M.  le  Cure,"  said  KiiL'enie,  with  a  nohle  composure  that 
came  of  the  thou<:lit  which  prompted  her,  "would  it  he  a  >\n 
to  remain  in  a  >tate  of  virjrmity  after  marria<:e?" 

'■Jt  is  a  ca.-e  of  .■oiiscieiue  which  F  cannot  solve.  If  you 
care  to  know  what  the  telehrati'd  Sanchez  says  in  his  groat 
Wdik,  De  Matrinionio,  I  could  inform  you  to-inorrcw." 

The  cure  took  leave.  ^Mlle.  Orandet  went  up  to  her 
father's  room  and  spi.'nt  t'.e  day  there  hy  herself;  she  vvonj'l 
not  even  come  down  to  dinner,  thouL'h  Xanon  he^^a'd  and 
scolded.  She  appeared  in  the  evenintr  at  the  hour  when  the 
usual  ( ompany  hepan  to  arrive.  The  ;:ray  parlor  in  tlie  (Jran- 
(let's  house  had  never  heen  so  well  filled  as  it  was  that  niirht. 
ICvery  soul  in  the  town  kn(!W  l)y  that  time  of  Charles'  return, 
and  of  !:is  faithlessness  an.l  inL'ratitude:  hut  their  in(piisitive 
curiosity  was  not  to  he  ^rratified.  Eugenie  was  a  little  late, 
but  no  one  saw  any  trae(s  of  the  cruel  agitation  through 
which  slie  had  pas.^ed  ;  she  could  smile  i)enignly  in  reply  to  the 
compassionate  looks  and  words  which  some  oj"  the  group 
thought  fit  ft)  bestow  on  her;  she  bore  her  pain  behind  a  mask 
of  p.'liteness. 

About  nine  o'clock  the  card-players  drew  away  from  the 
tallies,  paid  their  losses,  and  criticised  the  game  and  the  vari- 
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oti*  points  tliiif  hail  iK'cri  iiiiidr.  Just  ii*  thoro  v.-!\*  n  ffvn- 
iTiil  iiinvc  in  tln'  (liii'<'tiiin  nf  till'  iliiur,  ,ii\  nni'XjK'rti'il  (li'velo]>- 
inci't  tnnk  plarr;  ili,'  tnu-;  (if  ji  raiiL'  !  irniiirh  Samnur  and 
four  iirct'fctiirc-i  rnutn!  al>nnt  fur  (!ay<  afitT. 

'•I'lca-r  stay,  M.  !<•  I'r.-idmt." 

TIktc  was  nut  a  prrsun  in  tlir  rnoin  uhn  did  nnt  thrill  wiili 
"•xcili-nicnt  at  the  word.-;  M.  di'  Uoiil'uns,  who  was  about  to 
take  his  cam',  turned  (|iiiti'  wliitc,  and  ^at  down  airain. 

"Tho  i'rrsidcnt  takes  thr  millions."  .-aid  Mile,  de  (iriheiiu- 
eourt. 

"It  is  (jiiite  dear  that  President  de  Ronfon-  i-  ,i,'oiM;_'  to 
marry  Mile.  (Iramlet,"  cried  Mmc.  d'Orsonval. 

"The  lie.-t  trick  of  the  L'ame!"  (  omnieiitcd  'he  .Vhhe. 

".\  very  pretty  .v/*///*."  said  the  notary. 

I'lvery  one  said  his  say  ami  cut  his  joke,  every  one  thoiijiht 
of  the  heiress  mounted  upon  luT  millions  as  if  slii>  were  on  a 
pedi-tal.  Here  was  the  cata-irophc  nf  the  drama,  he^^un  nine 
years  a^<i,  takini,'  place  under  their  eye,-.  To  tell  the  I'resi- 
tlent  in  the  face  of  all  Saumur  to  "stay"  was  as  good  as  an- 
iiouncinir  at  once  that  she  meant  to  take  the  mafristrate  for 
lier  hushand.  Social  conventionalities  i're  rigidlv  observed  in 
little  country  towns,  and  such  an  infraction  as  this  was  looked 
up(>n  as  a  bindinjr  promise. 

"M.  le  President."  Kujri'nie  ''cirau  in  an  unstciiU-  voice, 
as  soon  as  they  were  a!one,"I  know  what  you  care  about  in  mc 
Swear  to  leave  me  free  till  the  eml  id'  my  life,  to  claim  none 
of  the  ri^^dits  whii  h  marria;:e  will  ^dve  you  ovit  mc,  and  my 
hand  is  \ours.  Oh  I"  she  said,  seeing  him  about  to  fall  on  his 
knees,  "I  have  not  finished  yet.  I  must  tell  you  frankly  that 
there  are  memories  in  mv  heart  which  can  never  he  elTaeed ; 
that  friendship  is  all  thai  1  (an  -ive  my  husband:  I  wi.sh 
neither  to  affront  him  nor  to  be  disloyal  to  my  own  heart. 
Hut  y,iu  shall  only  liave  my  hand  and  fortune  at  the  price 
of  an  immense  service  which   I   wan!   vou  to  do  me." 

"Anythin.ir.  I  will  do  anythini:."  said  the  president. 

"Here  are  iifteen  hundred  thousand  frams,  M.  !e  F'resi- 
dent,"  .-he  said,  drawing  from  her  bodice  a  eertiticate  for  a 
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liniidrt'il  -haivs  in  tlu'  r.:iiik  m|'  Immiut;  '-will  voii  set  our  for 
Paris!'  ^"oii  iiiii>t  i,nt  iVrn  \v.\\\  nil  iji,.  iiKirniiiL'.  l)iit  >ro  at 
oMcr,  to-niulit.  V.Mi  iiiu.^i  -.,  strai-lit  to  M.  dc-  (irasMnT  ask 
liiiii  fnr  a  li-i  of  ,,iv  ini. ■!,.•>  ,T,.,iitor~.  .  all  liicin  tn-.-ihiT.  and 
d:scliarLrc  al!  (nit. -I audi  11,1:  claiuis  iqnm  (iiiillaiiiiw  (irandct's 
"■^taur.  L,-i  thr  (Tidilni-s  havr  capita!  and  iiitrrvM  at  live  per 
<-|'nt   I'n.iii  ih,.  day  tii,.  drljts  were  ciintract.Ml   tu  tin-   prvsmt 

'■ •  and  .-.r  iiiat  in  cvrrv  case  a  rcfcipt  in  full  i~  -i\cn.  and 

'''•'"  •'  '-^  'II'"!"  '"It  in  [imiicr  I'-rni.  Ynu  arc  a  inaui-i  rate. 
you  arc  l  he  cnly  pct^nn  whom  I  |V,d  that  1  can  truM  in  Mich 
:i(:\-r.  ^  ,j|i  arc  a  -cntlcman  and  a  man  of  h.>nor:  yon  have 
■^^'\rn  ,„.  y,,;ir  w,ird,  and,  i)rotcctcd  hy  yonr  name.  [  will  make 
•■'■  jMTilons  \oya-i'  of  life.  WV  slui'irknou-  li,,u-  i;,  mal<c  al- 
nees  j',,r  caeli  other,  fm-  we  have  hceii  ac(|nain.cd  f,,r  >,, 
■  li,-;  that  it  is  almost  as  if  we  wciv  related,  and  1  am  snrt'  vou 
woiiM  no!  wi.-h  to  make  me  nnhappv." 

The  |.re-i.|cnt  fell  on  hi.  knees  at  the  feet  of  th.    i-i,.h  heiress 
in  a  jiaro\y~ni  of  jr)v. 

•"1  will  ije  ynur  .-lave  '."  he  .<aid. 

"W  hen  all  llie  receipts  an-  in  y.mr  po->es-ion,  Mr."  -he  went 
on.  lookin;:  ipnctly  at  him,  -you  mn-t  take  them,  toLTciher 
with  tile  hiil-,  iM  my  c,„i.-in  (irand.'i.  and  -ive  linMn  to  him 
with  thi-  letter.  When  yen  come  hack.  I  w,||  keep  mv  w-,rd.-' 
The  j.re.-ident  !inder:^to<,d  the  .-late  of  ail'air-  perfc'ib.  well. 
"She  is  a.eeptm-  me  out  of  piipie."  he  thouuht.  and  he  has- 
tened t,.  do  Mile.  Crandet's  hiddm-  with  all  p.w.iMc.  .peed, 
for  A^ar  son,e  chance  nu-iit  hrin-  aliout  a  n  coiiciliai  ion  lie" 
tween  the  lovers. 

As  soon  a-  M.  de  Bonfons  left  her.  Ku-eiiie  .-aid<  into  her 
cliairand  Imest  into  tears.    All  was  over,  and  //,/>  w,i-  the  cmd 

The  pre.-ulent  traveled  pn^t  to  Paris  and  reached  l,i<  iour- 
ncvs  end   on   the   folhnvin.u  evenin-      The   next    morninl'  he 

went  1,,  de.  (;ra<sitis.  and  .irranuci  t'or  a  n tin-  of  i]„.  ,.,vd- 

V'"'  i"   '' '^i'"  "''  "l''  llolarv   With   whom   the  hill>   ha.l   I.eeli 

'i"i'e-i(,.d.  Kvery  man  of  them  appeared,  everv  man  c,{  them 
^ya-  pmn.tnal  to  a  niuiuent— one  should  jiue'even  creditors 
tlicir  ilut^'i. 
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'M.  di'  Bonfoiis,  in  Mllo.  (irandet"s  name,  paid  down  lh(> 
iiii«iirv  111  lull,  both  capital  and  intcn'.-t.  Tlu'v  were  paid  in- 
XrVf-\  I  li  ua-  an  ania/.in^''  portent,  a  nine  days"  wonilcr  in 
ihr  !ai.-iii^-.~>  wi.irld  v(  J'aris.  At'tcr  the  wiiulr  all'air  had  been 
wiiund  up.  ami  uhcii.  \>y  Vam'-'''::  '-  ,!i-wt,  t\^-.  (Irassins  had 
rrccivcd  lil'ty  ilioii-aiiil  irancs  ..r  !.;>  >(j'vi,.-  the  pn.'sidrnt 
lictnnk  hiiii-i'ir  to  the  Huir!  d".*  !  v  'U.  ,1  ;id  Wi.s  luckv  cnougl. 
I"  lind  Ciiarlc^  at  ln>nii'.  and  '■  .\  d'-LTair  \'. iih  his  future 
:aili(r-iii-la\\.  Tlif  nld  Man|uis  had  j!:-i  nirnrmcd  that  gcn- 
tj-'iuan  that  unf!  (iuillauiiif  (irandi-i's  cri'ditur.-  wt.Te  sati.s- 
lird.  a  laaiTia-c  with  hi-  dauuhUT  was  imt  tn  \><-  thnuj.dit  of. 

'I'i>  l'iiarlc>.  thus  di_-pundtiii.  thr  jnvsidcut  dolivtTed  thf 
ii>il<(\vin;.f  letlL-r : — 


"hi;Ai:  ('oisiN.— :M.   Ic  President  de  BDnfons  has  undor- 

taki'n  In  hand  yuu  a  di>(-]iar;;e  of  all  claiiMs  a;,^■lln-t  niv  unele's 
e>laii\  and  to  deliver  it  in  jier-nii.  in-iihi.r  v,iih  this  letter. 
-'I  that  1  may  kunw  tha.t  it  i:-  safely  m  your  hand.-,  1  heard 
nini"r-  of  hankruptev.  and  ■!  m-curred  to  me  tliat  dillieuities 
liiie'ht  jins-ihly  an-e  a-  a  CDii-tMjuenee  in  the  matter  of  vour 
marria;ie  with  Mile.  d'Aidirioii.  Vc-.  cousin,  von  ar(>  (piiie 
riuht  aiiout  my  ta.-te>  and  manner-:  1  lia\i'  lived,  as  vcu  sav, 
.-o  entirely  mu  of  ihe  World,  that  I  know  iiothin^r  "f  its  wav.s 
or  II-  caleulatioiis.  and  my  companion-liip  could  nev.-r  make 
up  to  yiai  i'lir  the  lo--  ,if  the  p!ca-ure-  that  \ou  look  to  fmd  in 
.-ocicty.  1  hope  that  you  will  he  happy  aecordiii;:  to  the  social 
conv.ntioh-  Id  whith  you  have  -ai-nlleed  our  early  love.  The 
o:  :y  thing  in  my  pow,r  to  ;j!ve  you  to  complete  vour  iuippi- 
ne--  i-  your  father's  good  lumie.  Fanwdl;  vou  will  alwavs 
lind  a  faithful  friend  in  y<nir  cou-in,  "ErutNir:." 


i 


In  spite  of  him-elf  an  e\claiuation  hmke  from  the  man  of 
>oeial  aiiihitieu)-  when  hi-  e\c-  fell  on  till'  discharge  and  re- 
eoipis.     The  pre-idrnt  >iiiili'd. 

"\\e  can  each  announce  onr  inarria'j''-.""  said  he. 

'"Oh  !  you  are  t.i  marry  Kugeiiie.  are  you?  Well.  I  am  glad 
to  hcai-  of  it  :  she  is  a  kind-hearted  girl.  Why  I"'  struck  with 
a  .-iiud'ii  huniuuu;  idea,  '-jlie  must  be  rich?" 
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"Four  days  ago  slir  Iiad  ahou;  iiin.-tccn  niillion-,"  lli.'  presi- 
dent said,  with  a  malieious  twinkle  in  his  eves;  "to-dav  she 
has  only  seventeen." 

Charles  was  dumfounded ;  lie  stared  at  the  president. 

''Seventeen  mil '' 

"Seventeen  millions.  Yes,  sir;  wh.n  we  are  married, 
-Mile.  (Jrandei  and  1  shall  muster  ..even  hundred  and  fiftv 
thousand  Iivres  a  year  between  us." 

"My  dear  eousiii,"  said  Charles,  with  some  return  of  as- 
surance, -we  shall  l.e  able  to  pu>h  eaeh  other's  fortunes  "' 

"Certainly,"  said  the  president.  -There  is  something  else 
Iicre,  he  added,  -a  little  ease  that  I  was  to  give  <.nlv  into 
your  hands,  and  he  set  down  a  box  eontaining  the  dres*in<T. 
ease  upon  the  table.  " 

The  door  r,p,.ned,  and  in  eame  Mme.  la  Marquise  d"  \u- 
brion  ;  the  great  lady  seemed  to  be  unaware  of  CruelH.t^  e.xist- 
ence.  '"Look  here!  dear,"  she  ,md.  -never  mind  what  that 
absurd  M.  d'Aubrion  has  be..n  saying  to  nou  :  the  I)uches..e  de 
Chauheu  has  quite  turned  his  head.     I    repeat    it,    there    is 

nothing  to  prevent  viiur  marriaire " 

"Xothmg,  madame,"  an.^wered  Charles.     ''The  three  mih 
lions  which  my  father  owed  were  paid  yest      lav." 
"In  money?"'  i^he  asked. 

"In  full,  caj.ital  and  interest:  I  mean  tu  rehabilitate  hi. 
meniorv. 

"What  nonsensr-I"  erie.l  his  mother-in-law.  "Wiio  i<  this 
person?"  she  asked  in  Charle."  ear,  as  she  saw  Cruchot  for 
the  first  tune. 

"My  man  of  business."  he  answered  in  a  low  voice  The 
Marquise  gave  M.  d,>  Bonfons  a  disdainful  bow.  and  left  the 
room. 

"We  are  beginning  to  push  each  other's  fortune,  alreadv  " 
said  the  president  drily,  as  he  took  up  his  hat.     "Good  dav 
cousin. 

"The  old  cockatoo  from  Saumur  is  lauirhin-  at  me-  I  have 
a  great  mind  to  make  him  swallow  six  indies  of  cold  steel  " 
thought  Cliarles.  ^       ' 

But  the  president  hud  departed. 
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Throo  <]n\<  Intrr  M.  il  !?(infnii>  \va>  Iiark  in  SaniTmr  aenin, 
and  announced  liis  man  .,ii:r'  with  Knirvnic  After  al)out  .<ix 
months  he  rcccivcil  his  appointnicnt  as  (V)nncillor  tn  the 
Court-Hoval  at  AiiLrers,  and  thi'v  went  thither.  Hut  ijeforo 
Eu-rt'-nic  left  SaMiiur  >hc  nicitcd.  down  the  triid<ots  that  had 
Inn^'  boon  so  .-at  red  and  so  (h^ar  a  tru-t.  and  j^ave  tliein,  to- 
f^other  with  tiio  ei;,dit  tlinii>and  franes  which  her  cousin  liad 
returned  to  lier.  to  make  a  reredos  for  the  altar  in  the  pari.-h 
churcli  wliither  ^lle  had  L'one  ^o  often  to  prav  to  (iod  for  liiiu. 
Henceforward  lier  life  wa-  .-pent  partly  at  An.Lrors.  partlv  at 
Saumnr.  Her  luL-hand's  deVdtion  to  the  e-()v,>rnment  at  a  po- 
'itica!  crisis  was  rewarded:  he  was  made  Prositlont  of  the 
("hamher,  and  finally  First  President.  Then  ho  awaited  a 
^■■eneral  election  with  impatience:  he  had  visions  of  a  place  in 
the  irovernmeiit  :  he  had  dreams  of  a  ])eera,i:i':  and  then,  and 
then 

"Then  he  would  call  cousins  with  the  kin^ir,  1  supjtose?" 
said  Xanon,  !)i<:  Xanon,  Mme.  ('ornoill(>r.  wife  (d'  a  hnri:es3 
of  Sauniur,  when  her  mi,-tress  told  her  of  tlu'se  loftv  ambi- 
tions and  hitrli  destinies. 

"Net.  after  all.  none  of  tli.'M'  andjiiious  dreams  wore  to  bo 
realized,  and  the  name  of  M.  do  Bonfons  (he  had  finallv 
dropped  the  ]>atronynnc  C'ruchot )  was  to  iinder<ro  no  further 
transfornuition.  Ho  died  only  eipht  days  after  his  appoint- 
ment as  deputy  of  Sauunir.  (lod.  who  sees  all  liearts.  and 
who  never  strikes  without  cansc.  pnnished  him.  doubtless,  for 
his  pre.-uinj)tuous  schemes,  and  for  t!ie  lawyer's  ennninij  with 
which,  acciintntf  ('nulinl.  ho  had  drafted  his  own  marriage 
contract:  in  which  husband  and  v/ifo.  in  casr  tlirrr  ?/Yf.s-  no 
ix.^iie  of  thr  marriar/r.  hi'qwatltrd  tn  rarh  oflirr  till  thrir  prop- 
irft/,  both  real  cstdti'  (iinl  p'  rsoniilh/.  irUlunif  rxcrpflun  or  rcf<- 
rrnitioii,  flisprusinii  errii  irith  ijir  fonndUtii  uf  nn  inrrnfori/, 
proiidcil  (hat  tJte  ODiission  uf  {ho  said  inmituri/  should  tint 
injitrr  Ihi'ir  heirs  and  (.^siijns,  if  Iieing  iniderstuDd  that  tJiis 
deed  of  <j>ll,  ete.,  efe..  a  clause  which  mav  throw  some  light 
on  the  pirofonnd  respect  which  the  president  constantly 
thowod  for  his  wife's  desire  to  live  ajjart.     Women  cited  M.  le 
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"I    "irli.  illill    |.,liiMl    iillii.  mill  ..fliMl    Wrut    ~.)    j',!   ■  :l~  to  li!;l!n.'    Ivi- 

;ic(M.r,l,ti-  \,,  ih,.ir  u.miI.  rnii-l   in>imi;ii  mix  wuh   ihrir  .Tin- 

•■isill-    iif    tin-    jirr~l(|i')ir>    wife. 

"ir  MiiiiMl,'i;.iii|uii~  ii\,.,  ;i|,art  froiii  her  lni.^!i,ii:.l.  Jic  miNt 
'"_■_'"  ^'''■>'  ''■"!  I"al!h,  |,n,,r  liiiiiL'.  I>  -Iw  \\U,-\v  \n  r-.-nwr;' 
^'^'•■''  '■■!'  '"■  'II''  iiiattci-  will:  h,.,-;-'  I-  ji  ..in.ir  m,-  -m-i  rit!<. 
'"•  ^^l''"  '-  i'-  Why  ,1m,..  .I,,.  „-!  -M  tM  |\,n-  .iiul  ".■■■  -M,n," 
.-IM.  ia|],~t;'  Si,,.  Ik,-  |,„,k,,|  ^,.,■v  .sill.ivv  |nr  ;,  i,,„^  ij,,,,.  ],,,-.t. 
Ili'u  ran  siic  lint  wi.h  to  liav,.  a  ciiiM?  Thrv  >av  >!i,.  i<  wrv 
l''"i'l  ..r  !„.!•  I,ii.!,.|;„l:  why  nut  .n,.  hitn  an  hrir  ,,1  hi^  pn.i- 
'"■"■'  I'"  >"u  kn-.u.  I!  I-  nMllv  ,hvai!liii  !  If;-  i- ,,|i!v  H)nic' 
"""""  ^^'"'li  >'"■  !'■'-  '■l!^''^  iniu  h.-r  \u-u\.  it  i.  ii!i|,ar.lnnahl.-. 

"''■'■'■  '-  •'  "'nain  keen  in-i-ht  aii.l  .piick  apuiTh.aiHwiif^- 

tlial  1^  the -ift  nfa  Inn. ■Ivan. I  ni.Mliiai  i\..  iifr-an.l  Inii,.],!,..-.. 

;in.|  .-"n-n\v.  ;,i!,|  ih..  ,li-,-ipIin,.  nf  ihf  hi~l  iVw  war-:  ha,!  -iwn" 

'■■"-''"''■  ''"-  >-l.iir\>'yan,-,.  ,,1'  ih,.  narn.w  l,,t.     She  kn,'\v  wiihiii 

'"',''-''■''  '''■■"   '!"•  |'iv-.i,|,.ni   v.-a-  an\i,)!i.  in,-  ;,,.,•  ,|,.ath  thai   ii,. 

""-''I   '"■  ''"'  -"''■  h'>"''->nr  ,.r  lii,.  ,.,,h...al   Inriiin,'.  n,.w  >till 

''"'""■'■  i'"'-','-'l   I'.v  Ih,.  ,l,.a!li>  ,>f  i!k'  ahh.;.  an,i   ih,.  Ti,,tarv. 

u-h,,ni  I'r.Ai, !,.,„.,.  |,,,,i  Lat,.!y  m-m  llr  l.,  |M-nnM.|,.  fmm  ^v„rk-  t,. 

rruanh^.      'i'h,.    j,,,,,]-   M.iitary    uumaii    iiihIitm,.,..]    an, I    ).i|j,.,l 

I'"'  l"''-i'l''M.      rnw,,rihy  h,-],,..  an.l  >,.|li-i,  .-.h-nkannn-  uv.v 

lii^  >ir,.n-vM    n:<,ii\,.>   i',,,-  n-juciin-   l-;ii-,'iii,-.  li,,],..!,--   ,,;,- 

SI. .11.     'I',,  -.v..  hiV  in  a  ihih!  \vnn!,i  h,.,l,.aih  In  th,.  ..ij-.ti  im  i,  al 

•In'aiiK  aii,l  anihiiinn.  ihat  lii..  pivM.hau  hu-uxMl  uiiiim  hiin- 

«'lf :  \va<  it  for  all  th,-,.  thin.--;  that  hi.-  car,  ,t  \va-  cut  >h,irl  y 

whi!,.  sh,.  must  remain  in  jicr  p-i-.,ui  h.iu-c.  and  ihc  ,-,,\vt,M| 

-o!,l  f,,r  whicli  she  caiv,l  .,,  !n,h.  ua^  i,>  h,.  hcap-M  upon  1i,m-. 

It  was  sii,.  uh„  was  in  In,,.  u-„h  tl,,-  tli,»ii-lir  ,.f  luMVcii  alwavs 

'"'I'"''  I"''-,  ■ii'.l  linlv  !h,,u^h!~  f,a-  her  (..mpani.Mis  to  -i\v  h,-lp 

••""I  ••"mr,.ii  .>,rrctly  t,,  i!,,,.,.  uh,,  wci,'  m  di.ip.s.^      Mmc    ,!,■ 

Hnnfon>_u-a-    h-ft   a   wi,!,.v   ;inv..   vcar>   after   h,T    marria-c. 

wall  ail  iiiciunc  ul' eight  hundn'd  tiioiisaml  livro. 

She  16  beautiful  still,  Willi  the  beauty  of  a  woman  who  is 
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nearly  forty  yoars  nf  a;:*-.  I  In-  f.icr  i,  very  pali'  and  <|uirt 
nmv.  and  tlicn'  is  a  tiii,i:v  df  -aiiih'-s  in  \\w  Inw  innr^  of  hn- 
\  ucf.  She  has  simple  nianntT-.  ail  tin-  (li,i:iiitv  (.!'  one  who  has 
pa-c(l  throutrli  ;;rcai  .-ori'dw-.  and  tnr  .-ainilinr—  of  a  miuI 
nn-poitcd  hy  tho  world;  and.  no  ],.--..  tln'  ri-idni--^  i,f  an  old 
maid.  llu-  little  pcmirioii^  way-  and  narrow  i(lfa<  of  a  dull 
country  town. 

.Mthou-h  .-he  lia.- ci-lit  hundri'd  thou-and  livrc^  a  voar.  sIk^ 
livr-  jii-!  as  >hc  usi'd  to  du  in  iho  dav-  nf  -imlod  allowjiiiccs 
of  fuil  and  food  whiii-  -ho  was  -till  i-Ji-viiic  (irandot  :  the  fire 
1-  nevei-  lighted  in  the  parlor  \,vii:w  nr  afiei'  tii.'  dates  fixed 
1)V  her  falher.  all  tlie  ivjiilatiop,-  in   r,,ree  in  the  da\-  of  h,.r 

;^i"'ll' I  •■"V  still  aillier^'d  to.     .She  dre<se-  a.-  her  niuther  did. 

Tiiai  enlil,  -iinle--.  divar;,    hun-,'.  alway-  over>liadowi  d  iiv  the 
(lark  i-;n:uart-.  i-  like  her  own   life. 

S!ie  h.oks  earefnlly  after  her  aifair-;  her  weallii  iieeiiinu- 
lati  -  I  roin  year  to  ye;ir :  periiap- >he  nuuii!  e\iui  he  called  par- 
-iiiM'rdou-.  if  It  Were  iK.i  f.ir  the  tirjhle  i!-e  -he  make-  ..f  lu-r 
'orliiiie.  \arion-  pimi-  aial  eliarilah!.'  institution-,  ahns- 
hoi;-i.-.  and  orphan  a-vlnm-.  a  richly  endowed  piihlie  lihrarv, 
and  dnnatioii-  to  \ariou-  ehiirehes  in  Saumur.  are  a  -utlieient 
■'ii""or  to  the  ch.iri:''  of  a\ariee  which  -oine  hw  penple  have 
lu-ouuii!  .-i-ain^t   her. 

1  iiey  -luiietin;.-  -peak  of  her  in  jeke  as  nmdi  nmisrllf,  \,\]t 
in  la'  I.  people  -land  -oniewhai  in  ;iwe  (if  .Mine,  de  iioiifoiis. 
It  "a-  a>  if  -he.  wlio-e  heart  w.'iii  out  -u  reaiiilv  to  uijicr-.  was 
alw:iy-  Id  he  the  \ietiin  of  tlieji-  mt'U-e-l.'d  caleuiation-.  and  to 
h.  eiit  ii'.l'  from  tliem  hy  a  harrn-r  of  di-iru-t:  a-  if  for  all 
uaiinth  and  hriehtne-s  in  her  life  -he  wa-  to  find  nnlv  th.- 
pale  -litter  of  metal. 

■■.\o  one  loves  me  hut  you."  .-he  wmild  sometinic-  sav  to 
.Xaii"!!. 

^'■t  her  h.md-  are  always  ready  to  hmd  the  wnund-  that 
other  eve-  t\n  not  <ee.  ill  aiiv  hoii-e:  and  tier  wav  to  lieavcn 
is  one  lonu'  >iicees,-ion  of  kindne—  and  -ood  dee,l~.  The  real 
ixreatiioss  of  her  soid  has  ri.-en  ah..ve  the  cram[un-  inlliiences 
"f  her  early  life.     .\nd  this  is  the  life  hi-.orv  of  a  woman  who 
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dwells  ill  tliP  wnrlfl.  yet  is  not  of  it,  a  woman  so  frramllv  fitted 
to  bo  a  wife  and  iiiotlicr,  but  wbo  has  neither  liusbaiid  nor 
children  nor  kindred. 

Of  late  the  i;(jod  folk  of  Saiitnnr  have  bejun  to  talk  of  a 
seeond  tparria^^e  for  hrr.  Humor  i~  bu~y  wiiii  hi-r  name  and 
that  of  the  Maniui.-  <]<-  Froidfond;  indei'd,  his  faiiiilv  have 
be;.'un  to  surround  th-  rich  widow.  Ju>t  as  the  CruiHots  onee 
floeked  about  Ku^^eiiie  (Irandet.  Xanon  and  Cornoillfr.  so  it 
is  said,  are  in  the  interest  of  the  Marquis,  hut  iiothnii:  eould 
be  more  false-  for  big  Xan.ui  and  Cornoiller  havr  neither  of 
them  wit  enough  to  understand  the  corruptions  of  tlie  world. 
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A  STUDY  OF  WOMAN 

Dedirnted   tu   the  MarqnU  ./can-Charlrs  di  Xegro. 

Till.  >r,,n,ins,>  .lo  IaMouutv  is  „  yonn-  woman  hrou.rht  UD 
H.  ih.  spint  of  th,.  H..storaI,un.  Sh.  lnu<  pr,nc,,,|..s.  sh"e  fa.sts 
n.    --<;-.    >!.;■    tak...    ,i,..    Sa.Tanu.n,.    si,,    .o.s    v.v    much 

.1  ....„„•  alL.ws  luT  f,  ,.,„nl,i„..  th.  saeml  an.l  th..  profane 
Alw.iw  o„  .o,„l  ,,.r„,s  w„h  ilu.  CluTch  an.l  the  world  .he 
i^  .m  ,n-arnation  of  ih.  j.rrM.nt  tinu.,  an.l  s.vn,.  to  hav.  taken 
IH-  unni  /.,;,/„^  i'„,  ,„,,  ,„,^„^  ,,,,,^,  .\ran,uiseV  conduct 
1.^  liiark...!  I,v  exactly  cn.,u-h  d..v..tion  to  ..nahl,.  her,  under 
|"H'll..r  .Iaint..non  to  achicv..  ,1,.  .l.>.>n,y  puMv  of  the  last 
«1.0>  -'I  Lnu.s  M\.,  and  cn.Hi.^h  u-.>rl.llin,.ss  to  a.lopt  the 
"'ann.Ts  an.  .irallaiUn-  of  U..>  carli.T  vcars  of  his  re L  if 
they  ever  colli. 1  ivtuni.  "  ^ 

Just  n..u-  ^he  is  virtuous  from  interest,  or.  perhaps,  by 
t.iste.  Marned  >.un..  s.-ven  years  since  to  th."  .Afarquis  .le  Listo- 
""■'•'"•  a  -hvuiy  uh.x.xpects  a  pecra-e.  sh.-  perhaps  thinks  that 
'"■'•  '""""<•'  "lay  promote  tli..  and)itio„s  of  the  family  Some 
w..m..n  wait  t..  pass  jn.l-m.'nt  on  her  till  Monsieu>  '..  Listo 
"HTe  ..  mad,.  Pair  .].■  Fran....  and  till  slie  i.  six-an.i-thirtv- 
a  f'H.  of  hte  wh..n  n..».t  u-omen  dis.-over  that  th.-v  are 'the 
dup.v  of  social  laws.  •  ^ 

Th..  Marquis  is  an  insi^nifi.^ant  personage;  he  is  in  favor 
at  (onrt:  h.s  ..^,.1  .p.alitie^  like  his  faults,  are  u..rative- 
K-  ..rmer  can  no  more  ,Mve  him  a  reputation  for  virtue  than 
th..  !a  t..r  can  ,r,v..  h,m  th..  .ort  „f  hnllianev  h..stow..d  hv  vice 
As  a  .leputv  he  n(.ver  spaks.  hut  he  votes  "strai-^ht  •"  anH  «t 
bom,  .  he  hehav...  a<  he  does  in  the  Chamher.  He  i's  c't.  ! 
ered  the  best  husband  in   Fran....     Tliouidi  he  i?  inea-ablc 
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<jf  entliu<ia.-iiis,  he  m mt  -cnM,.  imlr--  lie  i«  kc])t  wnitinf:.  His 
friciul-  iiicknaiiif  him  "('loiiilv  wratiuT;"  ami.  in  fart.  tluTo 
Ls  ill  him  n<t  t'.\cc.-,-i\cly  hri;:hl  li;.'ht.  ami  im  ntti'r  liarkiu'ss. 
JIf  i,~  rxacllv  like  all  liic  .M  ini.-liT-  thai  have  .^ucci'fdcd  cacli 
othri'  in   I'raiiiT  -\i]rr  ihc  Charter. 

.\  wiim.ui  uiili  priiici|iN's  cuiilil  hanllv  liavc  I'alU-n  into 
beltrr  hand.-.  1-  il  ndt  a  ,:.'rfat  tliiiiL'  I'lr  a  \irlui>ii>  woman 
to  ha\c  mari'icti  a  man  inca|)al»K'  ol'  a  lull\ ';'  OaMilics  have 
hfcn  known  to  vmtun'  on  the  imjxTlim'nrr  of  -liiihtly  press- 
ing' the  .Maniui.-e">  hand  when  daiiein.ir  wiili  her;  they  met 
only  louk>  of  >corn.  and  all  iia\c  fxiicritncfd  ;liai  insulting 
indiirereiK-f  which,  like  >prinj,'-  fn»t>,  chil!-  the  ,i;vni!>  of  the 
fairest  hopes.  Handsome  tiien.  witty  men.  eoxeondts.  senti- 
mental men  who  derive  nourishment  from  sucking'  llie  kiiol) 
of  their  walkin^^-^tiek.-.  men  of  name  ami  men  of  fame, 
men  of  hi^'h  hirih  and  of  low.  all  have  lilenchrd  licfure  lier. 
Slu'  iia.-  won  the  ri,Lrl'i  of  talkinir  a.-  loiiu  and  as  often  a>  siie 
pleases  with  men  wIpih  .-he  thinks  intelliirent.  without  Ijeing 
entered  in  the  ealemlar  id'  -eandal.  Some  eoijuettes  are 
capable  of  jiursuinir  thi.-  plan  for  .-even  yiars  on  end.  to 
gratify  their  fancy  at  la>t  :  hii!  to  aseriiie  such  a  covert  motive 
to  .Madame  de  Ivistomere  would  he  to  calumniate  her.  I  had 
b<>en  so  liap[»y  as  to  meet  this  i'lueiiix  of  a  Maripiise;  sIk^ 
talks  well,  I  am  a  good  listeTier.  I  ])Iea>ed  her.  and  I  go  to 
her  evening  ])arties.     'I'his  was  the  oi)ject  of  mv  ambition. 

Xeither  plain  nor  pretty.  Madame  de  LJ.-iomere  has  white 
teeth,  a  brilliant  complexion,  ami  verv  red  lip-:  she  is  tall 
and  well  made,  has  a  -mall.  <lender  foot,  which  she  does  not 
display;  her  eyes,  far  from  being  dulled,  as  most  eyes  are  in 
Paris,  have  a  soft  gle:im  which  becomes  magical  when  by 
chance  she  is  animate(].  Yoii  fcc'l  there  is  a  -oiil  under  this 
ill-defined  personalitv.  Wlien  she  is  intcTcsted  in  the  con- 
ver.sation,  she  reveals  the  grace  that  lies  buried  under  the 
pniderv  of  cold  demeanor,  and  then  -he  i<  charming.  She 
does  not  crave  for  success,  and  .-he  gets  it.  We  always  find 
the  tiling  we  do  not  se(>k.  Tliis  statement  i-  too  often  tme  not 
to  become  a  proverb  one  day.     It  will  be  the  innral  of  this 
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tale,  which  I  should  not  allow   niy^'lf  to  rdafo  if  it  were 
uot  at  this  luoiiicnt  tlio  talk  of  every  ilrauiiiLr-rn m  I'ari-:. 

('tic  cveniii.i:.  ahout  a  month  .-iii.c.  the  M;in|iii-c  ije  I,isto- 
n  Tc  (liiKcd  with  a  voiu/.ir  man  a>  moiic-t  as  he  i-  heedless, 
full  of  '^iun\  (|iialitie>.  hut  -howiiiLT  oidy  his  had  ones;  he  is 
imi)a->inned,  ^nd  lau^dis  at  pa-ion  ;  he  has  talent,  and  hides 
it:  he  a»iinies  the  ^tirntit  with  aristocrats,  and  affects  to  he 
ari:-to(ratie  with  savants. 

KnLreiie  de  Hastiirnac  i-  on,.  ,.f  those  very  sensihle  yoiiniX 
men  who  try  t'verythin^'.  and  -erni  to  <ound  other  men  to 
(ii.-eover  what  the  t'uiiuv  will  hriiiL'  forth.  PendinLT  the  au'e 
wlien  he  will  he  amhitioii-.  he  laii;.;hs  at  everything:;  he  ha.s 
^'race  and  ori,::inality— two  .|ualiiies  which  are  rare,  hecause 
they  exclude  each  other.  Without  aiminj^at  success,  he  talked 
to  Madame  de  l.i.-.tomere  for  ahout  half  an  hour.  Without  fol- 
lowing' the  ileviation-  of  a  conversation  which,  hcirinninir  with 
Williani  'I'rll.  went  on  to  the  duties  of  woman,  he  hmked 
at  the  .Man|ui.-e  more  than  (jiici.  in  a  way  to  cmharra.^s  her; 
then  he  left  her,  and  spoke  to  her  i,c  viore  all  the  evening. 
He  danced,  sat  down  to  iinri(\  lost  a  little  money,  and  went 
home  to  hed.  I  have  the  honor  of  assurintr  yon  that  this  is 
exactly  what  liai)[>cncd.  I  havi^  added,  l"  have  omitted 
iiothiiiu'. 

Tile  next  morjiinu--  !iasti,^nae  'voke  late,  remained  in  bed, 
wImmv  he  irave  himself  up.  no  dmiln.  to  some  of  those  morning 
day-dreams  in  which  a  younj:  man  glides,  like  a  sylph,  behind 
uiore  than  one  curtain  of  sil  wool,  or  cotton.  At  such  nio- 
uicnt-.  ilit>  heavier  the  body  is  with  sleep,  the  mon-  nimble 
i-  the  fancy.  Finally  ihir-tignac  got  up  without  vawning 
loo  much,  as  so  many  ill-bred  people  do.  rang  for  liis  man- 
sei-vant,  ordered  >ome  tea.  and  drank  of  it  immoderately — 
uliicli  will  not  seem  strange  to  those  who  like  tea:  but^  to 
acc.imt  for  this  to  those  persons  wlio  onlv  regard  tea  as  a 
[■anaeca  for  indi,L'e<tion.  I  will  add  that  Eugene  was  writing; 
be  -at  at  his  ease,  and  his  feet  were  more  often  on  the  fire- 
doi.'s  than  in  bis  f(.ot-muir. 

Oh  :  to  sit  with  your  feet  ou  the  poli.-,lied  bar  that  rests  on 
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th<!  two  })r;icki't<  I'f  .1  I'.'ihl.r.  ;iii.|  .InMni  (if  vmir  Invc  iifliiirs 
will  If  \vr;i|i|iri|  III  \Miir  1 1  IT,.  1 11  l:- •..I. u  n.  i-  -d  (|f|i;:iii  fnl  a  llniii.', 
tliat  I  (liTply  ri'i^ici  lia\ni-  im  iiii-iit--..  mm  tir''-ih'L:-.  .iiid  no 
(ln'-sili<:-;:.i\Mi.  Wlii-ii  I  -Ii:i||  |i;i\,.  all  tllo-c  ijnn,]  lliiirj-.  I 
.-hall  not  uritc  iii\  rxprrinirc-,  |  -ImH  inkc  the  In-m'til  of 
flicni. 

'I'll!'  first  letter  lun'eiic  Innl  to  unte  w.i.-  iini-lieil  in  a 
(|iiMrler  of  ;iii  lioiir.  |ir  Injijrd  ii.  -caled  II.  and  .efi  n  hmir 
in  front  of  liim  wiilmiu  aii\  aildiv-^.  'j'hr  hmmihI  letter. 
Ix'^nin  at  eleven  o'.ln.k-,  wa^  nut  lini-hrd  till  notni.  'I'lic  four 
pa^/es  were  written  all  o\er. 

"That  woiiia!!  nin>  m  iii\  head."  ^aid  he  to  hiin-elf  a-  he 
folded  the  second  nil  — ive.  leaMii--  it  there,  and  iiueiiilinL'  to 
iid(ire.ss  it  after  endiiit:  hi-  involuiitarv  rexcrie.  He  crMv^eil 
the  fronts  of  his  llmvered  dres^inix-L-oun.  [nit  hi>  fri't  on  a 
stool,  ^tulfed  ]u<  hands  into  the  [Mcket-  nf  hi-  ivd  ea-lnnerc 
trousers,  and  threw  himself  haek  in  a  delirioii-  aniiehair 
with  dee[i  ear-,  of  which  the  -eat  and  hack  wen>  set  at  the 
cnnifortahl.'  aii.Lde  ,,\'  a.  hundred  and  tweiitv  .le-ives.  He 
drank  no  more  tea.  hut  n'inained  pa--ivc.  hi-  eves  fl\cd  on 
the  little  L'ilt  li-t  uliieh  formed  ihc  kiml)  ,,['  hi-  llre-:|i,,vel, 
without  seeini:  the  <])n\c].  ,>,•  the  hand,  op  t!i..  Lrildini:.  [le 
did  not  oven  make  ii[i  the  fire.  Thi-  w.i-  a  L'reat  mi^.ake! 
Is  it  not  an  inten-e  plea-iire  to  ihl-vt  with  the  fire  when 
drcaniinir  of  women:'  On,-  famv  lend-  -pirch  to  ihe  little 
bluo  tnuiiiies  which  -iiddenlv  hur-t  ii|>  and  haMilc  on  tho 
hoarth.  We  can  find  a  meaniiiLr  in  the  sudden  and  noisy  lan- 
giiape  of  a  hoiiri/iiiiinDii. 

At  this  word  I  niii<t  pan-o  and  in-ert.  for  the  Itenefit  of 
the  ignorant,  an  explanation  \(iiichsafed  hy  a  very  di-tin- 
pnishod  etyinologist,  who  wi-he-  to  remain  annnvinnns. 
Bnitrguiijnon  is  tli(^  popular  and  -vmholical  name  Lnven.  ever 
since  the  reign  of  Charles  \'I..  to  th(^  loud  explosions  which 
rpsnlt  in  the  ejection  on  to  a  niL'  op  a  dress  of  a  fraunnent 
of  charcoal.  tlH>  gerni  of  a  conlliLM-ation.  The  heat,  it  is  -aid, 
px'plodes  a  hiihhle  nf  air  remaining  in  the  heart  of  the  wood, 
in  the  trail  of  some  gnawing  grub.     Indr  amor,  inde  Bur- 
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gundii.'^.  W  f  ijuakr  a-  uc  ~i..  ih,.  (  li.irivd  |iif(t^s  rotiiiiijj  ilowii 
like  iiii  as.ilaiK  he  «  lim  ur  lia<l  lialan.rd  ihfin  m,  iiiilu^t  nou>ly 
bftwffii  two  l.laziii-  In--.  ()|i:  iiiakiiii:  ip  a  w.Hul-flrf  when 
you  arc  in  Im\,.  j,  the  lualcrial  (■\[irc-.-iuii  of  your  sciiliiiicnt.-i. 

It  wa-  at  till-  iiii)iii..|it  iliat  I  iiiicnd  |-;iii.'t'Tic'.-.  hmxii  ;  he 
started  vndriitly,  and  -aid  : 

"So  ihcre  yi>u  arc.  my  drar  Uoraif.     Ildw  Imii,'  have  you 


iH'Cn     IllTc 


iiiivc  this  nmniciit  (■<iinc." 


"Ml  ' 


\h 

He  t(M,k  the  tw,.  l.ttri-.,  athhcss.'d  tlieiii,  and  rang  fur  his 
.senaiit. 

'■'I'akt'  th<'.-c  two  iiotf-;." 

And  d,,-,.p|t  w.iii  with, .lit  a  niiiark.     Kx.'.dlciit  servant  I 

And  W"  [irn,(vd.'d  to  di-cn-,,  ili,- rxiirdit  i..n  to  tlie  Moroa, 
in  whnh  I  wanted  \n  1„.  eni|)ioyed  a>  -ur^.'-eoii.  lui'-'one 
[loinieil  out  lliat  I  -hoiild  |o.-e  iniich  hv  j.^avin;:  I'aris,  and  we 
then  talked  of  mdiir^rent  iliiiiu'-.  I  do  not  think  that  I  shall 
he  hlaiiied  fof  ouiUtiiiL:  oiir  eonver.-atioii. 

When  Madame  de  Li-toniere  nv-e  at  alioiit  two  in  the  after- 
noon, lier  maid  Carolin,.  lianded  her  a  letter,  which  <\to  read 
while  Caroline  wa-  dre-in;:  her  hair.  (.\n  impnideneo  com- 
mitted l)\  a  LTi-eat  many  vonii;:  wives.) 

"Ah.  dear  an-el  of  h.ve.  mv  treasure  of  life  and  happi- 
ne-!"— on  ivadin-  the-e  word-,  the  Manpii-..  was  ijoini,'  to 
throw  the  letter  into  the  firr;  hut  a  fanev  flashed  throiisrirher 
hea.i.  which  any  virliioii,  woman  will  understand  to  a  marvcd, 
namely,  to  >c,.  how  a  man  mi-ht  end  who  hcL^an  in  this  strain. 
She  r.'ad  on.  Whm  -he  turned  her  fourth  paL'-i-.  she  drop{>ed 
hi-r  arm-  like  a  per-oii  who  i-  tired, 

"Carolin,.."  -aid  <])■.-,  'Vo  and  tind  out  who  left  this  letter 
for  me." 

"-Madame,  I  took  it  from  M.  k-  Baron  de  Kastignae's  man- 
servant." 

There  was  a  lon^r  silonoe. 
"Will  madame  dro.s.s  now?" 
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'■||.'  innst  1h>  i>\ro--ivi-ly  inipfriiiiciil  I"  thoii^rlif  tho  Mar- 
'jiii-i'.      I   iii,i\  ,|,k  ;iii\   utiiii;iii  to  iiinkc  Imt  ou  ti  I'limiiit'iitarv. 

.Madame  lie  Li-innii'fi'  i  Su-iil  Ihi-  «itli  a  l'i>fiiial  n'-^nlutinn 
to  -hut  licr  <liMii-  ..ii  Mnii-iriir  Ivi'.'.-iif.  ami.  it"  -h,'  -liDiild 
iiK't-t  III  III  in  <  i'iii|Min, .  (,,  iiv.ii  hi  111  u  nil  I  111  >n'  than  iM  lilt  I'll!  |il  ; 
for  hi-  aiiilacilv  ua-  imi  {,,  („■  loiiipaivil  wiih  anv  i'\'  ihc 
I'llnT  iii-I.ii:ir>  uhiih   llh'   .Man|iii-.'  hail   at    'a-i    fn rijivin.    At 

lilM    -!lr   ihiHILrht    -hi'   \Miulil    kfi[i   ihr  h'ltiT,   hill,  nil  illH'   rclli'C- 

tidii.  .-Ill'  hiiriu'ii  It. 

"Mailanic  ha-  jii-t  rcivi\ci|  -ii.  h  a  tlaiiiinL.'  li'Vf-li'tlrr,  and 
."111'  rrad  It!"  -aid  ( ';iriiiiiir  in  tin    hnii-i'inaid. 

'"I  iH'vcr  ,-hniild  havr  thi'ii,uhl  it  id'  niadanic."  -aid  fhf  old 
Winnaii.  i|iiilc  a>tiiiii-lifil. 

'I'liat  rMiiiiij:  ihi'  .Man|iii-r  was  nt  ihf  tinii-i-  n|'  tlic  Mar- 
<|ui- dc  r.eaii-t'aiii,  u  !i.  iv  -III-  wdiild  |i|.iliahl\  niict  Ha.-t  ii,niac. 
It  wa-  a  S;itiir(hi\.  d'lic  M.iri|iii-  dr  Hraii-rani  wa-  di,-taiitlv 
M'lali'd  til  .\Iiiii-icnr  >U'  i;,i-i  ii:nac,  -n  tin'  vmmLr  man  cniild 
iiut.  fail  In  a['|ieai-  in  the  idiir-r  nf  ihe  rvcniiii:.  .\t  tuo  m  thr 
Illul•llinL^  .Madani"  ih'  L'-inmcri'.  w  im  had  -tavnl  mi  lair  .-nirlv 
to  cru-h  l-!ii;:rM!i>  hy  Iut  (nldnr--.  had  waiiid  in  vain.  .\  wiltv 
wnlcr.  Stciidahl.  ha-  nivm  ilir  whim-ira!  iiaiia'  nf  cfystaliiza- 
tion  to  tlu'  ]inn-fs-i  wnrki'd  diit  hy  tlir  .Mari|iii-r'-  mind  hel'ore, 
durini:,  and  after  tin-  (Aeinmr. 

Four  days  later  l':ii;:ene  ua-  senldiiiL'-  lii>  man-ervant. 

"Look  here.  Joseph;  1  -hall  he  uhlip-d  to  get  nd  of  voii, 
my  jrooil  tVllow."' 

"I  Ijcir  your  pardon,  sir?" 

"You  do  notiiing  hut  hlnndcr.  Where  did  yon  tako  the 
two  li'ttcrs  I  gave  ynii  on  Finlav?" 

Joseph  was  h(iwildered,  Fike  a  sf,ituo  in  a  f-athedraj  poreh 
)ie  stood  motioidi'ss.  whiili\  aii-orhed  in  the  travail  nf  his 
ideas.     Suddenly  he  -niiled  hmii-hlv.  and  >aid  : 

"^fonsiellr.  one  was  for  Madame  la  Manpiise  do  Listoinen-. 
Ruf  Saint-i)otnini(|ue.  and  the  other  was  for  Monsieur's 
lawvor ■' 

"Are  vou  .-uro  i.'f  wliat  vou  sav?" 
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Jo^'f)!)  -t(i()(i  <lniiirMiiiii|r(|.      I    iiiii-t   rvi<lrii(ly   itilfrfcre 

lliipjirllin^  til   lie   |in'-r|il    a!    ih,.    iniiiin-nt. 

"•'""'•|'''  I-   riL'lii."  -,ii.l    I.      Kii-rrir  tiirn.-.l   n.urnl   to  me. 

"I    rc;|(|    till-   ;i,|,|ir--,'~    r||iit.'    1 11  \  .  i|  II II  |  :|  ri  i  \  .    ;ini|-    - 

"Anil.  ■  -aiil  I':ii;.'rni'.  inttTrii|itiiiL;-  mr,  "was  nut  (in.'  of  them 
for  M.nlaiiic  dr  .\iiriii:.'rn  ?"" 

"N".  I'>  .-ill  the  (IrviM  Anil  -o  I  -iippn-ril,  mv  ilcar  hov, 
'li.it  your  |i,.art  had  |mimii,.|i,..|  from  tho  l.'n.-  Saiiit-Lazaro  to 
'If  liiic  Saiiil-l)oiiiiiii(|iic."' 

Kii,i:'-Mo  -tnifk    In-    !Miv||,.a,l   wnl,   d,,.   pal,,,   ,,f  lii<   haiul, 

■■'"■'   '"■-•■'!'  '"  -'iiilc      .l,,-,-iili  >a\v  plainly  that   th.'  fault  wjus 
;;"no  of  hi-. 

Nou,  ihiTo  aro  crtain  innr.il  rrtlr,ii,,iH  nu  wliioh  all 
yoiiii;:  men  -houh!  inr.liiaio.  MiMak.'  the  lir-t  :  Imil'^hc 
thoiiL'hl  It  anin-iriLr  In  ha\.>  ma.!-  Madaiiir  ,!.■  Li-toiiirr.'  hiiiirli 
•''•  ''"'  ''liiinlrr  ih.-ii  h;hl  pill  hrr  in  p.w-c^^inn  of  a  lov,.- 
Irii.T  whiHi  ua>  nni  iiiir,i,|,.,1  fMi-  lior.  Mistake  tlu'  scron.l: 
11"  'li'l  'lilt  iro  to  -..,.  Ma.hiiiir  .!.■  I,i-ionHMv  nil  four  (lays 
Jtfi-r  tho  inisHlvontiiiv.  thus  Lrivinu'  the  tliou.L'lits  of  a  viV- 
'"""-  v.. nil-  woman  limr  in  .rv-tanizo.  .Xml  thon-  w.to  a 
ilozf-n    nmrc   rui-takc-;   whirli    iiiu-1    ho   pa^-i'il   ov.t  in   .silence 

To   ;:ivr    ladir-    r.r    nri,f,<.<o    t!lr    pi. MMUV   of   (l.^ilurini:    tlloUl    for 

till'  honi'fit  of  tho-o  whii  cannot  irur,s  flioni. 

Kuif'Mio  arrivi.l  at  iho  Mar(|iii-.o"<  door;  l)ut  a^  ho  wa^ 
L'oiii,,.-  in.  tlio  portor -topp,.,!  hi,,,,  and  told  him  that  Mad.unc 
do  LiMomrro  wa-^  out.  A>  ho  was  irottinL'  into  his  carriage 
airaiii.  tho  Manpii-  camo  in. 

'■<'onio  up.  Ku-"ui'."  -aid  h.' :  "inv  wife  is  at  homo." 

•»ii  :  forgivo  tho  Mnniui-.  .\  hiNhand.  howowr  admirable, 
>(ano|\   rvor  attains  to  pcrfoiiiiui. 

l.'.-i<ti-nac  a-  ho  w.uit  up.-iair-  <li<cornod  tlio  ton  fallarios 
in  u-orld'v  loLno  win,  !i  <tood  (,n  tins  nai:o  of  tho  fair  hook  of 

ili-    lifo. 

\\]v\\  Madanio  do  Ta-tomopo  -aw  lior  liu-hand  conic  in 
•'V.ijj  IjiL'ono.  -;li,.  ,.,,iiid  n,,!  hi'lii  .  olorin-.  Tho  vounu'  Raron 
ol)scr\cd  the  sudden  tlu<h.     If  t'hr-  most  modest  of  men  never 
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quite  loses  soino  i  it  tic  dr('<,'s  of  coiircit.  whicli  ho  ran  no  more 
get  rid  of  ihaii  ;i  woimin  tiin  thmw  olf  her  iiu'vitable  vanities, 
who  can  hhinn'  I-ji.iji'iic  for  snyini:  to  hiin^clf.  "What  I  this 
stronirhold  tonr"  .iiid  he  settled  his  lic.-id  in  his  cravat. 
Thou^rh  voiuih-  nieii  arc  not  vitv  avaricious,  they  all  love  to 
add  a  head  In  their  collcctii)n  cf  medals. 

Monsieur  dc   [.istoiiicrc  sci::cd   en   the  d'nrttp  fir  France, 
which  he  saw  in  a  corner  In-  the  fireplace,  and  went  to  the 
window  !')  form,  hy  the  hcl|)  nf  the  new-paper,  an  opinion 
of  his  own  as  to  the  state  of  France.      Xu  woman,  not  even 
a  prude,  is  lon<r  in  endmrrassmcnt  even  in  the  most  ditfienlt 
situation   in   which   she  can    lind   herself;  she  seetns   always 
to  carry  in  her  hand  the  fipr-leaf  ijfiven  to  her  hy  our  mother 
Eve.      And  so,  when   Huirene.  havinj;  interpreted  the  orders 
given  to  the  porter  in  a  sen>e  flattering  to  his  vanity,  made 
his  how  to  .Madame  de  Listomere  v.ith  a  tolerahlv  deliherate 
air,  slio  wa>  able  to  conceal  ail  her  thoughts  behind  une  of 
those  f(Mninine  smiles,  which  are  more  impenetrable  than  a 
King's  s]tee(h. 
"Are  you  unwell,  madanie?     You  had  closed  your  door." 
"Xo.  monsieur." 
"You  were  goimr  out  perhaps?" 
"Not  at  all." 

"Yon  are  e.xpeeting  pomeho<lv?" 
"Xohody." 

"If  my  visit  is  ill  timed,  you  have 
blame.  I  was  obeying  yi>nr  mv-tcriou- 
self  invited  nie  into  the  sanctuarv." 

"Monsieur  de  I.istomere  was  not  in  tny  confidence.  Th(>re 
are  certain  secrets  which  it  is  not  always  prudent  to  share 
with  one's  hu>band.'' 

The  firm,   mild   tone  in   which  the  ^farquiso  spoke  these 

words,  and  the  im|X)sing  dignity  of  her  glance,  were  (>nough 

to  make  Hastignae  feel  that   he  had  been  in  too  much  haste 

to  plume  himself. 

"I  understand,  madanie,"  said  he.  laughing:  "I  must  there- 
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foiv  congratulate  niy^clf  all  the  iiKirc  on  having  met  Monsieur 
li  ManiUis;  ho  has  luocund  me  an  opportunity  for  offering 
\oii  an  explanation,  which  would  be  fraught  with  danger, 
but  that  you  are  kindness  it.sclf." 

The  Marquise  looked  at  the  young  Baron  \rith  considerable 
a-tonishuicnt,  but  she  rejdied  with  dignity. 

"On  your  i)art,  monsieur,  >ilcn(t'  will  be  the  best  excuse. 
On  my  sido  I  promise  you  to  forget  entirely — a  forgiveness 
you  scarcely  merit." 

'•Forgiveiie>s  is  needless,  madame,  when  there  has  been 
no  oirence.— -The  letter  you  received,"  he  added  in  an  uuder- 
lone,  "and  which  you  mu^t  have  thought  so  unseemly,  was 
not  intended  for  you." 

The  .Manjui.-e  smiled  in  spite  of  herself;  ?he  wished  to 
appear  oll'ended. 

"Why  tell  a  falsehood?"  she  re])lied  with  an  air  of  dis- 
d.iinful  amusement,  but  in  a  very  friendly  tone.  "Xow  that 
I  have  scolded  you  enough,  I  am  (piite  ready  to  laugh  at  a 
stratagem  not  devoid  of  skill.     1  know  some  poor  women  who 


would  be  caught  liv  it.    '(iood  heavens,  how  he  loves 


me : 


they 


would  say."  She  forced  a  laugh,  and  added  with  an  indul- 
gent air,  "If  we  are  to  remain  friends,  let  me  hear  nothing 
more  of  mistakes  of  which  I  cannot  be  the  dupe." 

"On  my  honor,  madame.  you  are  far  more  so  than  you 
famy,"  Kugene  eagerly  replied. 

"What  are  you  talking  almut?"  asked  Monsieur  de  Listo- 
niere.  who  for  a  minute  had  been  listening  to  the  conversation, 
Without  being  a!)le  to  pierce  the  darkness  of  its  meaning. 

"Oh,  nothing  that  will  interest  you,"  said  Madame  de 
Listomere. 

Tile  Manpiis  (piietly  returned  to  his  paper,  savinir.  "T  see 
^ladamc  de  ^fortsauf  i>  <lead  :  your  poor  brother  is  at  Clnche- 
,i:ourde  no  d<»ubt." 

"Do  you  know,  monsieur."  said  the  ^farquise,  nddrossin? 
Kugene,  "that  you  have  just  made  a  very  impertinent 
speech  ?" 
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"If  I  did  not  know  the  strictness  of  your  principles,"  he 
replied  simply,  "1  should  fancy  you  either  meant  to  put 
ideas  inio  my  head  which  I  dare  not  allow  myse'f,  or  to 
wrin<r  my  secret  from  me;  or  perhaps,  indeed,  you  wish  to 
make  fun  of  me." 

The  Marquise  smiled.  This  smile  put  Eug»me  out  of  pa- 
tience. 

"May  you  always  believe,  madame,  in  the  offence  I  did  not 
commit!"  said  he.  "And  J  fervently  hope  that  chance  may 
not  lead  you  to  discover  in  society  the  person  who  was  in- 
tended to  read  that  letter " 

"What  I  Still  Maihime  de  Xucingen?"  cried  Madame  de 
Listomere,  more  an.xious  to  master  the  secret  than  to  be 
revenged  on  the  young  man  for  his  retort. 

Eugene  reddened.  .\  man  must  l)e  more  than  five-and- 
twenty  not  to  redden  when  he  is  blamed  for  the  stupid  fidelity 
which  women  laugh  at  only  \r>  avoid  betraying  how  much  they 
envy  its  oiiject.  Ilowevrr,  he  said,  calmly  enough,  "Why  not, 
madame?" 

Tlicse  are  the  blunders  we  commit  at  five-and-twenty. 
This  confession  agitated  Madame  de  Listomere  violently; 
but  Eugene  was  not  yet  able  to  analyze  a  woman's  face  as  seen 
in  a  glimj).se,  or  from  one  side.  Only  her  lips  turned  white. 
She  rang  to  have  some  wood  put  on  the  lire,  and  so  obliged 
Eugene  to  rise  to  take  leave.  "If  that  i<  th<'  case,"'  said 
the  Marquise,  stopi)ing  Eugene  by  her  cold,  precise  manner, 
"you  will  find  it  dillicult,  monsieur,  to  explain  by  what  chance 
my  name  happened  to  come  to  your  pen.  An  aildress  written 
on  a  letter  is  not  like  the  first-come  crush  hat  which  a  man 
may  heedlessly  take  for  his  own  on  leaving  a  ball." 

Eugene,  put  quite  out  of  countenance,  look^l  at  the  Mar- 
(|uise  with  a  mingled  expression  of  stupidity  and  fatuousness; 
he  felt  that  ho  was  ridiculous,  stammered  out  -omc  schoolbov 
speech,  and  left.  A  f.>w  days  later  :\[a(laiiie  de  Eistomere  had 
indisputable  jiroof  of  Eugene's  veracitv. 

For  more  than  a  fortnight  she  has  not  gone  into  society. 
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The  Marquis  tolls  o\.ry  ono  who  a*ks  him  the  reason  of 
this  chaiifro: 

"My  wife  has  a  gastrin  attack." 

I.  who  attend  her,  and  who  know  Iut  secret,  know  that  she 
is  only  sidTering  from  a  little  nervous  crisis,  and  takes  advan- 
tai^e  of  it  to  stay  quietly  at  home. 

Paris,  February  1839. 
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ANOTHER  STUDY  OF   WOMAN 

To  Lron  Gvzl'in  as  a  Tukvn  of  Lifcrari/  Oooil-ffllnwship. 

At  Taris  thcro  iirc  almn-;t  always  two  spparato  parties  troing 
on  at  even  hall  ami  nuit.  I''irst  an  dtlicial  partv,  foinposed 
of  the  persons  invited,  a  fa-hii>nalile  and  niiieh-iiored  eirclo. 
V.-.uh  line  LTiiriaees  t'nr  his  neiLrhixir's  eve:  nin~t  of  the  vounfrer 
v.dmrii  are  ilurc  loi-  on,.  piT.-'m  only;  wlh'ii  rach  woman  has 
av-iired  licr-flf  ih  for  tliat  one  she  is  tlie  iiaiid-onicst  woman 
in  the  room,  and  tiiat  the  opinion  is  perhaps  shared  by  a  few 
ollirr-,  a  few  insignitii-ant  phrases  are  oxelianired.  as:  "Do 
yo|.  iliink-  uf  ^rojim.  :nvay  sooi!  to  La  Crairipade?"  "Row  well 
Ma.ianie  <|r  !',..■(, .,ehi.'T..  -aiiLr!"  "Who  is  the  little  woman 
with  -ueh  a  lo,!.!  of  (li.imonil-:'""  Or.  after  firing:  ofT  some 
<niart  epi,<;raiii>.  whieii  :,Mve  tran-ieni  pleasure,  and  leave 
wounds  that  rankle  l(,n,-,  the  irnnips  thin  out.  the  more 
lookers  on  jro  away,  and  the  wa\li>,dit«  burn  down  to  the 
sconces. 

The  mistress  of  the  house  then  waylays  a  few  artists,  amus- 
itiL'  peopk.  or  intimate  friends,  sayin.i:.  "Do  not  no  yet:  we 
"ill  have  a  snu.ir  little  supper."  These  collect  in  some  small 
room.  The  second,  the  real  party,  now  henfins:  a  party  where, 
a-  of  ,,ld.  every  one  can  hear  what  is  said,  conversation  is 
p'nerai,  .'ach  one  is  hound  to  be  wittv  and  to  contribute  to 
the  amusement  of  all.  Kvervthin-  is  made  to  lejl.  honest 
l.'in-hter  takes  the  plaet-  of  ;1„-  .udoom  which  in  company 
-ad, lens  the  prettiest  faces.  In  short,  where  the  rout  ends 
p'ea-ure  hcLfiiis. 

The  Ifouf.  a  cold  display  of  luxurv.  a  review  of  self-conceits 
:"  full  (Ires<.  i.  one  of  fho<e  Knulish  inventions  which  tend 
to  ,nerl,„ni:r  otlier  nations.     England  seems  bent  on  .seeino- 
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the  whole  world  as  diill  jis  itsi'lf.  and  ilull  in  the  panic  way. 
So  this  swond  partv  i.~,  in  xmu'  French  house-,  a  happv  pro- 
test on  the  |)art  <d"  tile  old  spirit  >>(  our  iiudit-hrarted  people. 
Only,  uni'nrtinialrly,  .m.  Ivw  hoii.-*-  prntoi  ;  and  the  reason 
is  a  siinplf  onr.  If  we  no  lon-jer  have  many  .-uppers  nowa- 
day?, it  is  liecau-e  never,  under  luiy  ride,  havi'  there  been 
fewer  men  placed.  e-tah!i>lied.  and  siieces-i'ul  than  under  the 
reiLMi  (d'  F.ouis  i'hilippe.  when  the  Kevohitioii  he-an  a^rain, 
lawfidly.  Kveryhody  is  on  the  march  some  whither,  or  trot- 
ting at  the  heels  n(  Fnrfune.  Time  has  heeomi-  the  costliest 
comnioditv.  so  no  one  can  afford  the  lavi-li  e\travai,Mnee  of 
u'oing  home  to-morrow  morning  and  getting  up  late.  Hence, 
there  is  no  second  -oiree  now  hut  at  tlie  houses  of  women  rich 
enough  to  entertain,  and  since  duly  IS.'JO  such  women  may 
be  counted  in  Paris. 

In  spite  of  the  covert  opymsition  of  tlie  Faubourg  Saint- 
'iermain,  tw..  or  lliree  wonu'ii.  among  tlieni  Madame 
d'Kspard  and  Madcmoi-elle  des  Touche.-,  have  not  chosen  to 
give  up  tile  -hare  of  inlliiencc  they  exercised  in  Paris,  and 
iiave  not  clo-ed  tlieir  houses. 

The  salon  of  Mademoiselle  d.-s  Touches  is  noted  in  Paris 
as  being  the  ia-t  refuge  where  the  old  French  wit  has  found  a 
home,  with  its  reserv..<l  depths,  its  myriad  subtle  bvwavs,  and 
its  ex(piisite  politeness.  Vou  will  there  still  find  g^ace  of 
manner  notwithstanding  the  conventionalities  of  courtesy, 
perfect  freedom  (d'  talk  notwithstanding  the  reserve  which 
is  natural  to  persons  of  breeding,  and,  above  all.  a  liberal 
flow  of  ideas.  No  one  there  thinl<s  of  keeping  his  thouirht  for 
a  play;  and  no  one  regards  a  story  as  material  for  a  book.  In 
short,  the  hideous  skeleton  of  literature  at  bav  never  stalks 
there,  on  the  prowl  for  a  clev.>r  sallv  or  an  intcre.tin<:  subject. 
The  memory  of  on.' of  these  evenings  especiallv  dwells  with 
me.  less  bv  reason  of  a  confidence  in  whieh  the  illustrious 
de  Mnr-,ay  oi,ened  ii[>  one  of  the  deepest  rece.^es  of  woman's 
hoart.  than  on  account  .d"  the  retlections  to  whieh  hi-  narrative 
L^ive  rise,  as  to  the  dian-cs  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
iTench  woman  since  the  fateful  revolution  of  July. 
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On  that  evening  chance  had  hroiifrht  to<:ctIier  several  per- 
sons, whose  indisputable  merits  have  won  them  Kuropcan 
reputations.  Tliis  is  not  a  piece  of  thiltery  addressed  to 
France,  for  there  were  a  ^'ood  many  forei^'iicrs  present.  .\nd. 
indeed,  the  men  who  most  shone  wrre  not  tiie  most  famous. 
In<,^enious  repartee,  acute  renuirks.  admirahie  i)anter.  pictures 
HJvetched  witli  brilliant  precision,  all  sparkled  and  flowed 
without  elahoratioa,  were  poured  out  without  (iisdain.  but 
without  eirort.  and  were  exquisitely  expressed  and  deluately 
appreciated.  The  men  of  the  world  especially  were  ctjnspicu- 
ous  for  their  really  artistic  grace  and  spirit. 

Elsewhere  in  Europe  y  :i  will  find  e!  jrant  manners,  cor- 
diality, genial  fellowship,  and  knowledgi';  hiit  onlv  in  I'aris, 
iu  this  drawing-rfK)m,  and  those  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
does  the  particular  wit  abound  which  gives  an  agreeable  and 
changeful  unity  to  all  these  social  qualities,  an  indescribable 
river-like  flow  which  makes  this  profusion  of  ideas,  of  defini- 
tions, of  anecdotes,  of  historical  incidents.  ?nean<h'r  with  ease. 
Paris,  the  cajjital  of  taste,  alone  iwssesses  the  science  which 
makes  conversation  a  tourney  in  which  each  tvpe  of  wit  is 
condensed  into  a  shaft,  each  speaker  utters  his  i)hra.-ie  and 
casts  his  experience  in  a  word,  in  wliieh  every  one  finds  amuse- 
ment, rela.xation,  and  exercise.  Here,  then,  alone,  will  you 
exchange  ideas;  here  you  need  not,  like  the  dolphin  in  the 
fable,  carry  a  monkey  on  your  shoulders;  here  you  will  be  un- 
derstood, and  will  not  risk  staking  your  gold  pieces  against 
base  metal. 

Here,  again,  secrets  neatly  betrayed,  and  talk,  light  or 
deep,  play  and  eddy,  changing  their  a.s{)ect  and  hue  at  every 
phrase.  Eager  criticism  and  crisp  anecdotes  lead  (ui  fron'i 
one  to  the  next.  .Ml  eyes  are  listening,  a  gesture  asks  a 
question,  and  an  expressive  look  gives  the  answer.  In  short, 
and  in  a  word,  everything  is  wit  and  mind. 

Tlu^  |)henomenon  of  speech,  which,  when  dulv  studied  and 
well  handled,  is  the  power  of  the  actor  and  the  storv-teller. 
had  never  so  completelv  bewitched  me.  Xor  was  T  alone 
under  the  influence  of  its  spell;  we  all  spent  a  delightful 
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eveninp.  The  fomersaiion  had  ilnftod  into  nnocdote,  and 
broujrlu  mil  in  its  ru>liinp  ((jur-c  sonii'  ourinin  confessions, 
several  portraits,  and  a  tlioiisand  follies,  which  mako  this 
enchant  in::  ini|>n)visalinn  iinpossihlc  tn  record  ;  >ii!!.  hv  sottin" 
these  thiiij:>  down  in  all  their  natural  freshness  and  abrupt- 
ness, tlnir  elusive  divarications,  you  may  perhaps  feel  the 
charm  of  a  real  French  evening,  taken  at  the  moment  when 
till'  most  cn;:a<.'inp  familiarity  makes  each  oni'  fortret  his 
own  interests,  his  pergonal  conceit,  or,  if  you  like,  his  preten- 
sions. 

At  alxiiit  two  in  the  lorninfr,  as  supper  ended,  no  one  was 
left  sitting  round  the  ,al)lc  hut  intimate  friends,  proved  by 
an  intercourse  of  fifteen  y«>ars,  and  some  per~(Uis  of  jxreat 
taste  and  <:o(k1  hrcedini:-.  who  knew  the  world.  \U  tacit  airree- 
ment,  perfectly  carried  out,  at  supper  evcrv  one  renounced 
his  pretensions  to  importance.  Perfect  e.|iiality  set  the  tone. 
But  indeed  tliere  was  no  one  i)re}^cnt  who  was  not  very  proud 
of  b(>inp  him.-elf. 

Mademoiselle  i]c<  Touches  always  insists  on  her  jruests  re- 
maining: at  table  till  they  leave,  havini:  fr(H|ii(>iitly  remarked 
the  chan>:e  which  a  move  produces  in  tlu'  spirit  of  a  party. 
Between  the  dininu'-rooni  and  the  (!r,iwiii;:-room  the  charm 
is  destroyed.  .Vccordintr  to  Sterne,  the  nleas  of  an  author 
after  shaviiii:  are  diU'erent  from  tlio^'  he  had  before.  If 
Sterne  is  riirht.  may  it  not  be  boldiv  a-serted  that  tiie  frame 
of  mind  of  a  party  at  table  is  not  tlie  same  as  that  of  the 
same  persons  returned  to  the  drawin.<:-room ':-  The  atmosphere 
is  not.  heady,  the  eye  no  lon.irer  contemplates  the  brilliant 
disorder  of  i!ie  dessert,  lost  are  the  happy  cll'ccts  of  that  lax- 
ness  of  mood,  that  benevolence  which  comes  over  us  while 
we  remain  in  the  humor  pcdiliar  to  the  well-filled  man.  settled 
comfortably  on  one  of  the  springy  chairs  which  are  made 
in  these  days.  Perhaps  we  are  not  more  ri'ady  to  talk  face 
to  face  with  the  dessert  and  in  the  societv  of  ;rood  wine, 
durinfrthe  delijxhtful  interval  when  evcrv  om^  mav  sit  with  an 
elbow  on  the  table  and  hi-  head  rcstinfr  on  his  hand.  Not  only 
does  every  one  like  to  talk  then,  but  also  to  listen.    Digestion, 


S  : 


M. 


■D 


ANOTIIKU  STUDY  OK  WOMAN  220 

wliich  is  almost  always  attcnt.  i>  lo.|ua(ious  or  silont,  as  char- 
ad. r-  (liircr.    Then  cvcrv  on,.  ti,Hl<  his  npiKirt unity. 

Was  not  this  prcainhlc  nirossarv  t<.  make  vou  know  the 
chani,  nf  tlio  narrative  hy  which  a  ,rl(  l.rat..,!  num.  now  dead 
''"["<■"■''  >l"'  nuunvm  i,.<,ii>trv  nf  «•,,„„.„.  painlin-  it  with  thJ 
suhll(.ty  luruhar  to  persons  who  have  seen  nuieh  of  the 
world,  an.l  whuh  n.akrs  ^tatonu-n  sn.'h  -Iclitrht ful  story- 
t'll.Ts  when,  hke  I'rin.c  Talleyrand  and  Prinee  Metternich 
they  vouchsafe  to  toll  a  storvl- 

I)e  Marsay.  i,rinie  minister  for  some  six  months,  had  al- 
rea.ly  c^iven  proofs  of  superior  eapabilities.  Those  who  had 
known  h,m  lon^r  were  not  indeed  >urprised  to  se.^  hi,„  display 
all  the  talents  an.l  various  aptitu.les  of  a  statesman;  still  it 
nu:jhl  yvt  Ik.  a  (|ue>ti.,n  wliether  h..  woul.l  prov..  to  he  a  solid 
politieuin,  or  ha.l  m.^n.Iv  been  moul,l..l  in  tl...  (ire  of  eireum- 
staiu...  'J  his  ,|Ue>tion  ha.l  ju>t  h.ri,  a.-ke.l  hv  a  man  whom  he 
had  made  prefet.  a  man  of  wit  an.l  ..hservation,  who  had  f..r 
a  Ion-  time  h.M.,,  a  j.-urnalist.  an.l  wh.)  a.lmired  de  Marsay 
without  inluMn-  i„i„  hi>  a.lmiration  that  .lash  of  aerid  criti"- 
CMsm  hy  whu-h.  in  I'ans.  .me  superior  man  excuses  himself 
irom  admirin,:,'  another. 

"^^^•^s  there  ever."  sai.l  h.>.  "in  vour  fornuT  life,  any  .n-ent 
any  thon^rht  or  wish  winch  tol.l  you  \vhat  vour  vocation  was''' 
ask..l    Rmile   Hlon.let ;  "for  w..  all.   like"  Xewton.   have  our 
apple,  which  (alls  and  leads  us  to  the  spot  where  our  faculties 
nevelop^ " 

"Ves."  said  de  Marsay;  "I  will  tell  you  al)ont  it  " 
Pretty  women,  politi.al  dandies,  artists,  old  men,  de  Mar- 
.^ays  intimate  friends.— all  settled  tliemselvc's  comfortably 
each  in  his  favorite  attitude,  to  look  at  th.^  Minister.  Xeed  it 
'"■  said  that  th..  s.Tvants  ha.l  l..ft.  that  the  .l..oix  were  shut 
and  the  curtains  .Irawn  over  them?  Th,>  sibmc  was  so  com- 
f'l''te  (hat  the  murmurs  of  the  coachmen's  voices  could  be 
heard  fro,,,  the  eourtvar.l.  and  th.-  pawin-  and  champing 
mad,,  bv  horses  wh,.n  askin-  to  b..  taki'n  back  to  th..ir  stable. 

"The  statesman,  my  friends,  exists  hv  one  sinirle  quality," 
=aid  the  Minister,  playing  with  his  gold  and  motlier-of-pcarl 
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ilfsscrt  knife,  "'l'"  wii  :  llic  iiowcr  <«f  ;ihv;i'.  ■■  liciii^'  master  of 
himself;  of  |irnlitiii;j:  more  nr  le--.  iiii(l.r  .iM  rirrum.-liiiice-, 
by  every  e\riit,  linwevcr  fnrliiitnii- ;  iii  -Imrt,  ul'  haviiiii  williiti 
himself  a  eiiM  ami  'li-iiitere-tnl  oilier  >r|f.  who  lonk~  on  a-  a 
sjH'ctator  at  all  tlio  .lianL'o^  of  lif.-.  iioiiii'j  "ur  (ia--ioii>  ami 
our  sentiments,  and  wlii.-iieriii^'  to  us  in  every  ea.-c  the  jwils- 
menl  of  a  -ort  of  moral  ri'aily-reckoner." 

"'I'lial  explains  why  a  >tate-maii  is  -o  ran  a  thinj.'  in 
Fraiiee,"'  >aiil  old  Lord  Piidley. 

'•From  a  >cntiiiiental  |«iini  of  \irw,  ih;-  i-  horrihlo.'"  tin- 
Minister  went  on.  "lleiiee.  when  >iicli  a  |ilienomtnoii  is 
seen  in  a  voting'  man — Kiehelicii,  \u>.  wlun  warned  over- 
night hv  a  letter  of  CoiieiniV  peril,  slcjit  till  midday,  when 
his  heiiefaetor  wa>  killi'(l  at  ten  oVIock — or  >ay  I'itt,  or 
Napoleon,  he  is  a  mon-ter.  I  hecaine  such  a  monster  at  a 
\civ  early  a^'e,  thanks  to  a  woman."' 

■■[  fancied,"  said  Madame  de  Montidriirt  with  a  smile, 
"that  more  politicians  were  undone  hy  us  than  we  could 
make." 

"The  monster  of  which  I  speak  is  a  mon-ter  ju-t  hecause 
he  witlistands  you,"  replied  de  Marsiy.  with  a  little  ironical 
bow. 

"If  this  is  a  love-story."  the  liaronne  ile  N'uoinp'n  inter- 
posed, "I  refpiest  that  it  may  not  be  interrupted  hy  any  ro- 
fleetions." 

"Uetlection  is  so  antipathetic  to  it  I"  cried  .Tose])]i  Bridau. 

"I  was  M'venteen."  de  Mar.-ay  went  on:  "the  IJestoration 
was  beinj,'  cons(didated  :  mv  old  friends  know  how  im])etuous 
and  fervid  I  v.as  ilii'ii.  I  was  in  love  for  the  first  time, 
and  I  was — I  mav  sav  -o  trnw — one  of  the  hand-onn^st  young 
fellows  in  Paris.  I  had  youth  and  good  look-,  two  ailvantaires 
due  to  good  fortune,  hut  id'  which  we  are  all  as  proud  a-  of  a 
conijiiest.  I  iinist  he  -ilent  a-  to  the  rest. — I-ike  all  youths, 
I  was  in  love  with  a  woman  six  years  older  than  myself.  Xo 
one  of  vou  here."  said  he,  lookni:  carefullv  round  the  table, 
"can  suspect  licr  name  or  recoirnize  her.  Ieinipierulle<  alone, 
at  the  time,  ever  guessed   my  secret.     He  has  kept   it  well, 
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l>iit   I  .-hnuM  h.iv..  l-,nv,l  In.  Mniir.     I|,,«,.v.t,  he  is  gone  " 
•siiil  llii'  .Miiii-Mcr.  lookin^r  n,innl.  * 

■'I''"  ^'""'*'  '""  '•">■  '"  -"|,j,..r."  .imI  M.mI.m lo  N'ucingen 

lor  MX  ninnth-,  j,.,--..,,.,!  I.v  .,iv  |.;i-mu„,""  ,1,.  Marsav 
^^■'•"'  ""•  ■■'""  M"-^M'''I'!''  "f  >.,>,..,. 1 1„_^  i|,„  ,,  i„„i  „v..nMas- 
'','■"■':"■•  '  "^"1  •'l"i"l"i-l  n\..||  lu  ,1,,,,  n,|,i„rous  i,l.,hitrv 
"''"''  '^  ^'!  """  lIu'tnuM,,,!,  ;,n.|  ti,..  I'nnl  jnv  of  th,-  voun.' 
I  lnaM,,v,l  uvrnU\  .;nv,..;  I  Wrank  un  infuM.ui  uf  tlu-  tl,)VVf?s 
■;"'    ''■"'"'"■":   '  ,-'"  "MI  „f  l.,.,l  ,,,    ,„,,l„   ,„  ,„  „„,  ^,^ 

/"'•«i.Hl.,u.  All  n,v  h!.,n,|  r!i-l„.,|l,Mnvh..aM  uj,,.,.  I  i„lnl,.,l 
'•'"■  I'''""""  -'"■  "-''•  '  ^^^'^  "Hi,.,  awav  fruni  knowuiL'  that 
uoiiian  1.^  a  -iu\,.  uitli  a  niaihlr  i-aMiii:." 

-Oh!  .pan.  u.  ynn-  u-n-iUU-  vmUrl.r  ,.ri...|  yUuhuuv  .h 
.Moiii(nrii,.|   with  a  .inili.. 

-1  '"■|'"^",J>l'"n!.ll,as.Tr:Nl„.,lu„h,nvsron,  the  philoso- 
PUT  whu  InA  i:u..n,i  ,lu.  „.rnM,.  i,ut  prnfo,n.,llv  true 
'l."n.'in.  .,,,1  ,1,.  .Mar..,v.  -Vnu  a.v  all  far  ...o  k^.n-^i^htod 
'"'■""■  t.>  .ay  any  uunu-  ,m  ,|,ai  point.  Thrso  IW  words 
Will  rcriiiiKi  you  ..l'  ymir  dun  fellies. 

"A  -n.at  la,ly  if  rv.r  ihrr..  ua>  „„.■.  a  widow  without  <.hi!- 
'Inii-nh.  all  wa>  p..rr(.,i.-,ny  ,doI  would  .hut  lirr^Hf  up  to 
'"'"•k  uiy  liiM.n  wnl,  h,.,-  hair;  in  .hnrl,  .1,,.  n-pond..d  to  mv 
"""'"' -^  !'.v  l:,.rnu„.  And  how  rat.  we  fail  to  hdu.ve  in  pas- 
-lon  wlirn  It  has  ihr  -uarautcc  of  uiadii. ...<:- 

-Ucrach  ^■\<,|..d  all  our  minds  to  .■onr,.alinir  a  lovo  '^o  n<"r- 
''■'■'  "'"'  ■^"  ""^"itiful  fro,,,  th,.  -vr.  of  th..  world;  and  we 
-'ir,.,.,.,|,.d.  And  what  ,l,arni  wo  found  m  r,.,r  c^.-ap.idos  •  Of 
il'-r  I  "III  .av  not  Inn-  SI,,,  was  p,.rf,.,tion  th,.n.  and  to  this 
jl^iv  1.  , on. Ml,. red  ,,n..  .d'  il,,.  nio.t  [...antifnl  u,,ni,.n  in  Paris- 
■•;''  ■■'^  '''^"  '""<•  ■'>  innn  wouM  hav,.  ,.ndur,.,i  d,.ath  to  win  one 
'"  !'"'■  .-I'"'^''-  ^l"'  ha,!  !„vn  !..ft  with  an  amount  of  fortune 
":'^' '■'•■"<    '"'■  ^'   """!■■'"   '^Ii"  t'a,l   lovod  and  was  ador,.d  •  hat 

'■"'   '■'•^""■••"'"'1.  to  uhi-'h   ~1 w,.,l   ren,.w,.,i   |,„,r,..  ma,].-  it 

-vn,  ina,l,.,|uat,.  ,n  ,-,.mpari-m  with  hor  nam...     In  inv  posi- 

:,:;"'    ',""'    "'    ''^""""~    ^'~    ■"•V"''   lo   droam    of   a  suspicion 

Ihonuh    my    j.-aloiNv    wo„ld    hav,.    h,.,-,,    of   a    hundred    and 

iHenty  Othello-power,  that  t..rrihlc.  pa.s.si,ni  slund,ered  in  m. 
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as  pi  M  in  ti.r  iniL'Lrif.  I  woiilil  ii;i\c  nplcnd  inv  -servant  to 
thrii>li  iiic  if  I  li.nl  iM.  II  .,,  |,;|,c  a-  I'Vcr  to  ilniil.t  the  piiniy 
of  that  ai'.LTi'l  •'>  \v:f_<\r  ami  -■)  -ti-MUL',  mi  fair,  -o  artless. 
piirt'.  s|iiitlt  --.  ami  u  Iim-,.  \,\]U'  i-m-  alliiuni  in\  i':\/.i'  \n  Mauiij  it 
to  thf  \ri\  .l(|iili-  ,,f  hrr  li.Mi-i  with  a.lnral.li  -iilinii-sivcnr<j. 
Never  «a,-  llnir  llic  ~li_'hi. -i  lic-Maii.  \  in  \uv  allilmji'.  Ilt 
look,  or  W(.  d;  al\va\-  uhiir  anil  fiv-h.  ;i  ..|  ivailv  fur  the 
Beloved  lil.c  ihr  (tnmlal  Lil\  nf  iIh-  ■Snii-  ..|'  Smu^',  !"  .\h  I 
m_v  frimil,' I"  shIIv  im  iaiim-il  iIh'  .Mini-;.r.  ■jv>>\vn  vimiiil: 
iipim.  "a  man  muM  hit  Iih  ln-ad  ven  hard  on  tiie  inarltie 
to  (lispfl  that  iKirni  !" 

Thi.-  CIV  i>(  nature.  (ImiinL:  an  eih,,  in  th,.  n.t,.,;,>r^.  spurred 
the  curiosity  lie  had  excited  in  them  with  ~i.  mucli  >ki!l. 

"Kvcrv  nlnIIlln,u^  r:ilinur  Sultan — tiic  tine  Imr-f  vnu  s,.nt 
me    from    Kiii:land.""    di-    Mar-ay    went    nti.    addrciri::    I.nril 


Dudlev.  "1    rndc  pa-I    licr  iipt 


11  I  arna'ji',  llic  Imr-i^    pace  hein" 


intent  ionallv  reduced  tn  a  walk,  ami  read  the  i.rder  id'  the 
(lay  siiriialed  to  me  In  the  llnwers  nf  Iht  hnui|uet  in  case  wo 
were  iinaiile  tn  e\c!iaiiL'e  a  feu  wurd-.  Thi'iiLdi  we  saw  each 
otiier  almoi-t  e\erv  e\enini:  in  -oeietv.  and  she  wrnte  to  me 
every  day,  to  decei\e  the  curinii-  ami  mi-lead  the  ohservant 
we  had  adopted  a  scheme  .d'  enndiict  :  never  to  lonk  at  I'ach 
otJier:  to  avoid  meetiii.L' :  t..  -peak  ill  nf  each  oth-r.  Self- 
adniiratii.n.  .-wauM^er.  or  playin-  the  di-dained  swain.— all 
these  old  mamenvres  are  m.t  in  cnmpare  nn  either  iiart 
with  a  false  passion  prrd'e-cd  fur  an  indiirerent  per-^on  and 
an  air  of  inditrereiice  toward-  the  true  idol.  If  two  lovers 
will  only  play  that  -amc  the  wiu'd  will  alwav^  he  deceived; 
hiit  then  they  ncust  U-  very  -eciire  of  each  other. 

"Her  staIkin^'--hor-("  wa-  a  man  in  hiirh  favor,  .i  courtier, 
eold  and  sanetiinonioiK.  wlmm  vh,.  never  received  at  her 
own  house.  This  little  eu,,iedv  was  performed  t'nr  the  henefit 
of  simpletons  and  draw  iii;_'-rn.mi  circles,  who  laughed  at  it. 
Marria.ire  was  never  spokisi  ..f  hetween  us;  s,x  vears"  dilference 
of  a.L'e  micrhf  iriM'her  pau-;  -he  ki;ew  n..!hin-of  mv  fortune, 
of  which,  on  principle.  I  have  alwavs  kept  the  -ecret.  I.  on 
my  part,  fascinated  l>y  iier  wit  and  nianuers.  by  the  extent  of 
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licr  ktinul.,1-,.  aiicl   Ih  r  cxp.TiciKv  of  lii..  wur!<!.   u-miiM  havo 
inaiTi.Ml   lirr  \vi!||,,iii   ,.,  ihoiiL'ht.     At   tlir  -.MM,.  tin;r,  |i,.r  re- 

M-nr    ,ll;linH'.|     Ml,.        |l     -h,.     )|;|,|     |„,,,,,     ,!„,     ,i,.^,     ,,,    ,|„,.,|.     „f 

inarriii-f  ;ii  a  <.rlaiii    i..,,,.,    I    niiL'ht    [Mrha|.-   li.tv.-  unt,;\   it 
.1-  vul-ar  111  that   ,hv.,ni|ili.-lirr|  <,miI, 

'■•"^  _■  i^'i'"i'!i-.  fiill  aiwi  |».rfrrt  a  dia-pninl  ,,f  tli-  [Minst 
"■'"'■'■•     '''''■'"  *'■'-  ' "  niv  |M,ninii  uf  |,,N,.  M,  tjii.,  i,;,s,.  world. 

'■"'"■  """•inn,-,  aila.kr,!  l,v  il,r  r.\,.ri-li  Mitftir.-^  wliicli 
'"■"■'•■"  ''"■  '"^''iiniii-  ..r  a  .n|,l.  I  urni,.  l,,.,-  a  liiir  lu  put  .itF 
""'•  "I  iliHM.  .srcvt  I.  -iivaU  uliirl,  aiv  lairir.l  nndrr  tlir  mnf.^ 
'■r  I'aris  hk,.  prarN  i„  il,  •  -,,,.  .\.,  .,„,n.T  «a.  the  Ictior  s.-nt 
than  rciiiur-r  -n/rd  „,(■ :  «!„■  will  n^t  Ih-|i,.v..  tliat  I  am  ill! 
fli()U-li(  I.  Sl,r  was  wont  lu  atfr.i  j,.al..,|,v  and  Mispicious- 
■  iv<..  ^Whm  jVa!oii-\  i,  ;:,.r.iiin.';-  -aid  .!,•  Maisav.  intorrupt- 
iu;r  linii>rlf,  -it  1^  il„.  vi-il.lc  -iu'ti  of  an  iini.pi..  passion." 

••Why :-"  a-ki'd  thr  I'rinccs-c  dr  Cadi-iian  iml'itIv. 

••rnnpi..  and  Irn,.  low,"  -aid  ,].■  .Mar-av.  ••produrrs  a  sort 
"f  corpoival  apalhv  attiiiic.I  in  ih,.  .nntririplation  into  which 
'""■  '■'"■•'•  ''"'"■"  ''"■  iiiind  conipliratc-  cMTvtlunir  •  if  works 
"n  ilscdf.  pictiiiv.  it.  faiKi.-.  turns  il„.„i  into  n-alitv  and 
tnrni..n(;  and  such  jVah.ii.y  i.  as  drli^rhn'id  a.-  it  is  disfrcss- 
in;;." 

A  fnroirni  ininistrr  Mnilrd  a^.  i,v  the  li^'ht  of  inmiorv.  he 
itdt  the  truth  of  tliis  remark, 

"Hoside.s,"  de  .Marsi.v  wmt  on,  "I  ,aid  to  mvs.df.  whv  miss 

a  happy  hour:-    \Va>  it  not  heii-r  m  ir,,.  cv,.,,  tl -h  feverish' 

And,  then,  if  >!„.  l,„r„,  ,],;„  I  am  ill,  I  iMlu.veher  eapahle 
"1^  hurryin-  heiv  and  .•ompromi-iii-  hei-M-If.  I  ,„ade  an 
elf'.rt;  I  wrote  a  -e<-ond  letter,  and  .arried  it  m\-e]f.  for  my 
yiifidential  servant  was  now  -o,,,.  The  river  lav  hetwen  us. 
I  had  to  ern..  |'ari<;  Init  at  la-t.  within  a  -iiitalih'  distance 
ot  lier  hon-e.  I  cau-ht  si-hi  of  a  n.e.:-,.n-,.r :  F  eliar<rod  him 
1"  have  tlie  note  -ent  up  to  hor  at  onee.  and  I  li.id  the  happy 
idea  oi  dnvmjr  pa-t  her  door  in  a  hatknev  .■al,  to  ...e  wliothor 
•she  mi^'ht  not  hy  eliaiiee  reeei\e  the  two  leitriv  to-etlior  \t 
the  monu.nt  wlien  I  arrived  ,t  wa.-  two  o'rlork  :  th.'-reat  .'ate 
f'l'.'ner  to  admit  a  earnage,  Who.er-'rjial  of  ihe  st^Ikm^^- 
iiorse !  ° 
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"It  is  fifteon  yoars  siiict — well,  cvtu  whili'  T  tell  the  talo, 
I,  the  exhausted  oratdi-,  llic  .Miiii>tcr  drii'd  up  by  the  I'rictiun 
of  public  bu-;incss,  I  still  feel  a  siir.::iii<r  in  my  lirart  and  tlio 
hot  blood  about  my  diapliraunn.  At  tiic  end  d'  an  hour  I 
passed  once  nmn';  the  carriage  was  still  in  the  courtyard  I 
My  noil'  no  doubt  was  in  the  jiorter's  hands.  At  last,  at  half- 
l)ast  three,  the  carriage  drove  out.  I  eiuild  observe  ii;v  rival's 
expression;  he  was  -rraxe,  and  did  not  smile;  but  he  was  in 
love,  and  no  doubt  there  wa.s  business  in  hand. 

'•1  went  to  keep  my  appointment;  the  (pieen  of  my  heart 
met  me;  I  saw  her  calm,  pure,  .-eren(>.     And  here  I  must  con- 
fess that  I   have  always  thought   that   Othello  was  not  onlv 
stupid,  but  showed  very  bad  taste.     Only  a  man  who  is  half 
a  negro  could  behave  so :  indei'd  Shakespeari'  felt  this  when  ho 
called  his  play  'The  Moor  of  Venice."    The  sight  of  the  wonum 
we   love   is  such   a   balm    to   the   h(>art    that    it    must   dispel 
anguish,  doubt,  and  sorrow.     .Ml  my  rag.-  vani.-hed.     J  could 
smile  again.     Hence  this  clucrl'ulne-,  .  which  at  mv  age  now 
would  be  the  most  atrocious  dis,~imulati(ui.  was  the  result  of 
my  youth  and  my  love.     My  jealousy  once  buried.  I  had  the 
power  of  observation.     My  ailing  condition  was  evident;  the 
horrible  doubts  that  had  fermented  in   me  increased  it.     At 
last  I   found  an  opening  for  [lutting  in  these  words:  'You 
have  had  no  one  with  you  this  morning:''  makin<r  a  pretext 
of  the  uneasiness  1  had  felt  in  the  fear  lest  she  should  have 
disposed  of  her  time  after  receiving  my  first  note. — 'Ah!'  she 
exclaimed,  'only  a  man  could  have  siu-h  ideas!    As  if  I  could 
think  of  anything  but  your  suffering.     'J'ill  the  moment  when 
I  received  your  secoml   n)te   I   could   think  onlv  oi'  how  I 
could  contrive  to  go  to  see  you.'— 'And  you   were  alone?'— 
'Alone,'  said  she.  looking  at   me  with  a  face  of  innocence  so 
perfect  that  it  must  have  been  his  distrust  of  such  a  look  as 
that  which  made  the   ^foor  kill    Desdemona.      As  she  lived 
alone  in  the  hou.se.  the  word  was  a  fearful  lie.     One  single 
lie  destroys  the  al)solute  confidence  which   to  some  souls'^is 
the  very  foumlatinn  of  hap[iine^s, 
"To  explain  to  you  what  ]ia-\M-d  in  me  at  that  moment  it 


^ffi^R^ 


i^.'^.'^  mjf^ir^shimitsmBmmfwem^^mfmam 


^WBMSP 


i&'jaM^sat^v-isL..:' 


ANOTHER  STUDY  OF  WOMAN 


235 


must  be  assumed  that  we  have  an  internal  self  of  which  the 
exterior  /  is  but  the  iiusk;  that  this  self,  as  brilliant  as  light, 
is  as  f.-aj^'ile  as  a  siiade — well,  thai  beautiful  self  was  in  me 
nceforth  for  ever  .shrouded  in  erape.  Yes;  1  felt  a  cold 
ciust  over  ine  the  winding-sheet  of  experi- 


the 
and 
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e>nie: 


hand 


ence,  dooming  me  to  the  eternal  mourning  into  whieli  the 
lirsl  betrayal  i)lunges  the  soul.  As  I  ea.<t  my  eyes  down  that 
she  might  not  observe  my  dizziness,  this  proud  thought  some- 
what restored  my  strength:  'If  .-he  is  deceiving  you,  she  is 
unworthv  of  vou  I' 


'I 


i-hich 


ascrilK'd  my  sudden  reddening  and  the  tears  wt 
started  to  my  eyes  to  an  attack  of  pain,  and  the  sweet  creature 
insisted  on  driving  me  home  with  the  blinds  of  the  cab  drawn. 
On  the  way  she  was  full  of  a  solicitude  and  tenderness  that 
might  have  deceived  the  Moor  of  \'enice  whom  1  have  taken 
as  a  standard  of  comparison.  Indeed,  if  tiiat  great  child  were 
to  lu-itate  two  seconds  longer,  every  intelligent  spectator  feels 
thai  he  would  a.-k  l)esdemuna"s  -iveness.  'llius,  killing  the 
woman  is  the  act  of  a  boy. — Sh^  ,\cj)i  as  we  parted,  so  much 
was  sht>  distressed  at  being  unable  to  nur-  me  herself.  She 
wished  she  were  my  valet,  in  whose  happiness  she  found  a 
cause  of  envy,  and  all  this  was  as  elegantly  expressed,  oh! 
as  Clarissa  might  have  written  in  her  happiness.  There  is 
always  a  precious  ape  in  the  prettiest  and  most  angelic 
woman !'' 

At  those  words  all  the  women  looked  down,  as  if  hurt  by 
this  brutal  truth  so  Ijrutally  stated. 

'•1  will  say  nothing  of  the  night,  nor  of  the  week  I  spent," 
de  Marsay  went  on.    "I  diseovered  that  I  was  a  statesman." 

It  was  so  well  said  that  we  all  uttered  an  admiring  excla- 
mation. 

"As  I  thought  over  the  really  cruel  vengeance  to  l)e  taken 
oti  a  woman,"  said  de  ^farsay,  continuing  his  story,  "with 
infernal  ingenuity— for,  as  we  had  loved  each  other,  some  ter- 
rilile  and  irrenaiable  revenges  were  possible — I  despised  n:.v- 
-elf,  I  felt  how  eonimon  I  was.  I  irHrn<ibly  formulated  a 
horrible  code — that  of  Indulgence.     In  taking  vengeance  on 
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a  woman,  do  Wi^  not  in  fact  adiiiit  that  there  is  but  one  for 
us,  that  wo  cannot  do  without  her?  And,  then,  is  revenue 
the  way  to  win  her  ha.k  ?  If  she  is  not  indispcnsahlc.  if  there 
are  other  womcii  in  the  worM.  why  not  L'rant  her  the  right 
to  change  which  we  assume? 

•'This,  of  c(Mirse.  appli.s  only  to  pas-ion:  i„  anv  other 
sense  it  would  Ik-  soi'ialiy  wrong.  Nothing  more  .-Icarlv  proves 
the  ncccssiiy  for  indixohihl,.  marriage  than  the  instability  of 
passion.  Tl)(.  two  x-xcs  muM  !,.•  rhaincd  up.  like  wild  heasts 
as  they  arc.  hy  inovital.l,-  law.  doaf  and  mute.  Kliminate 
revenge,  and  infidelity  in  love  is  nothing.  Those  who  believe 
that  for  them  th(MV  i>  but  (uic  woman  in  the  world  must  he 
in  favor  of  vengeance,  and  then  there  is  but  one  form  of  it— 
that  of  Othello. 

"Mine  was  different." 

The  words  produced  in  each  of  us  the  impereeptible  move- 
ment whicli  newspaper  writer-  reproeiit  in  I'arliamentary 
reports  l)y  the  words:  i/rrat  smsalion. 

"Cured  of  my  cold,  an.l  of  mv  piuv.  ahsoluf.  divine  love 
I  flung  myself  mto  an  adventure.  n(  which  the  heroine  was 
charming,  and  of  a  stvle  of  beautv  uiterlv  oppo.sed  to  that 
of  my  deceiving  angel.     I  took  care  not  to'.piarnd  with  this 
clever  woman,  who  was  so  good  an  actrvss,  for  [  doubt  whether 
true  love  can  give  such  gracimis  deli-hts  as  tho^c  lavished 
by  such   a  dexterous    fraud.      Such    refined    hvpocri^v   is   as 
pood  as  v.rtue.-l   am  not  speaking  to  vou   Knudishwomen, 
my  lady,     said  the  Minister  suavely,  addressing  Ladv  Rari- 
mor.>.  Lord  I)u.lley-s  daughter.     'T  tried  to  be  the  same  lover, 
r  wished  to  have  .«runc  of  my  hair  worked  up  for  niv  new 
angel,  and  I  went  to  a  skilled  artist  wiio  at  that  time'dwelt 
in  th.-  Hue  Boucher.     The  man  had  a  monopolv  of  capillary 
keepsakes,  and  I  mention  h\<  address  for  the  b.mefit  of  tho^e 
^vho  have  not   much  hair:  he  has  plenty  of  every  kind  and 
every  color,      .\fter   T    had   evphiined    mv   order. 'he  showed 
me  his  work.     I  then  saw  achievements  of  patience  surpassing 
those  whi,-h  (he  story  hor-k^  ascribe  to  fairie..  or  which'are 
executed  by  prisoners.     lie  brougiit  me  up  to  date  as  to  the 
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caprices  and   f;i>lii'.n>  j^uvcmin-r  the  ii.-c  of  li.iir.     "For  the 
last  yt-ar,'  said  lie,  'tliciv  lias  hfoi  a  rai:*'  f'W  iiiarkin"  linoi. 


lad  a  line  (■ollcctioii  id"  iiair  and  .-killed 


with  liair;  happily  [ 

needlewomen."— On  hearin-  this  a  suspieion  flashed  ui.on 
me;  I  took  out  my  handkerchief  and  said.  -So  tlii>  was  done 
in  your  .shop,  with  false  hair;-'— He  looked  at  ih.'  handker- 
chief, and  said.  'Ay!  that  lady  was  very  parliciihir,  sIn'  in- 
sisted un  venfyin.i:  the  tint  of  the  hair.  My  wife  her.-elf 
marked  those  handl<ereliiefs.  Yom  have  there. '.-ir.  ..iie  of  the 
finest  pieces  of  work  we  have  ever  executed.'  Hef(,re  liiis  last 
ray  of  liirht  1  might  have  helieved  something—mi-ht  have 
taken  a  woman's  word.  1  left  the  shop  still  havim:  faith  in 
pleasure,  hut  where  love  was  concerned  1  was  a.-  atheistical  as 
a  nmthematieian. 

"Two  months  later  I  wa.s  sittintr  hy  the  side  of  the  ethereal 
boin,tr  in  her  hon.lojr.  on  her  sofa:  I  was  holdinir  one  of  her 
han.l-;— they   were  very   beautiful— and   we   scaled   the   \]p> 
of  .sentiment,  eullinc;  their  sweetest  flowers,  and  pullins:  off 
the  daisy-petals;  there  is  always  a  moment   when  one  pulls 
daisies  to  pieces,  oven  if  it  is  in  a  drawing-room  and  there 
are  no  daisies.     At  the  inten.sest  moment  of  tenderness,  and 
when  we  are  most  ■i  love,  love  is  so  w(>ll  aware  of  its"  own 
short   duration   that  we  are  irresistibly   urircd    to   ask.   'Do 
you  love  me?    Will  yon  love  me  always?'    I  seized  the  eleiriac 
moment,  ,so  warm,  so  flowery,  so  full-blown,  to  lead  her  to'tell 
her    most    delightful    lies,    in    the    enchanting    language    of 
rafiturous   evagireration    and    high-flown    poetry    peculiar   to 
'"ve.      Charlotte    displayed    her   choicest    allurements:     She 
••ould  not   live  without   me:  I  was  to  her  the  (mlv  man  in 
the   world;   she    feared    to   weary   mo.   hecause    mv   presence 
bereft  her  of  all  her  wits;  with  me  all  her  faculties  were  lost 
in  love:  she  was  indeed  too  tender  to  escape  alarms:  for  the 
last,  si.x  months  she  had  been  s.rking  som«'  wav  to  hind  me 
">  hor  oternallv.  and  God  alone  knew  that  secret;  in  short 
1  wa.s  her  god  I" 

The  women  who  heard  de  Afarsay  seemed  offended  bv  seeing 
ihemselvw  su  well  acted,  for  he  .seconded  the  words 'by  airs"', 
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an<l   siaHon-  uiuuuU-,,  and    inincin-  grimam;   which  were 

'imtc  iliii.-ii,. 

"At   the   vriT   i,iouirn(    « hen    I    nii^jht  huu.   beliovod  the«>e 

ailiii;ilp|c  l,i!-ili.M)(N    11-   I   -till   ii,  I.I  lii.r  r;.,i,t   i        i   ■ 

I      .,        ,         ,.  ,  '     ""  '" '"'  '"  "^  ri.-'ii'   iiiiiHi  in  nunc, 

i  Nil,,  (.,  h,  r.  •\v|i,.M  arc  v,,ii  to  niarrv  [hv  Duke;-" 

■■■I'l"-  'I'ni-i  was  >„  .luv.l.  my  .i^azc  met  h.Ts  so  l.oldlv 
"'"'  '"'■  l''""i  W  .-'  ti.diily  in  mi,,...  ,hat  Imt  Ma,-t  .li-rht 
-  n  u-i..  ,.u„l,lnoi  I...  .li-;:ui.,.,l:h.,-,  yes  f.ll  bdo,;  uunv, 
•■;'"'  ''^  i'"'^!  l-".-h  c-olun.,1  h..,-  ,.h,rks.--Tht.  Duk.!  Wlial 
;■"  v-,  ,:.,•:,,,-  s!u.  ..,,1.  .,ilV,.,in.^  ..n-nt  a>ton,shment -'I 
^;7»  '■^'■7"">'^.  npli.-l  1  :  -am!  ,.:mv  opinion,  vnushonld 
;"''-\""'"".^','-^   '"•-   '-l'^   !-  is  a  duk,.;  hut   h.  is  more- 

mVrT-  '';:  '^/•'■'■^'""-  I  -"  -v.  ,h..,vfo,v,  tiiat 
>"U  iuu.  iMvn  taiihlui  to  ,.,.■.  thank-  to  his  .,.,-„ph.s  You 
<■''"'""  "na^M,,.  h.,u-  ,u-p.„,lv  „.....-s„.v  ,t  is  that  von'should 

-n.pn-.n.M.hn,,  ui,hhn,,-..|r  ami  -v,,h(;od;  short  of  that 
>".'  ^\'l'  "'■^"-  lu-,n,H„,n  to,],,.  p,„;.t.--ls  this  ,  dream''- 
-i;l  >h.    pn-.nn,^  l,.,'  hai,-  ln„n   h-,-  fo.vlu.ad.  fift.rn   veai" 


'-'7-'' ^''''''''•-- -•'' '''''p-n,.  which  M;.hh,..:^ 

"•>">,-  to  take  !„■•  hand-:  h:,t  she  lolde.l  tl,..,n  before  I.ct 
"•'"'  '^  '"^''-  I-'li>h  and  indignant  n,ien.--Ma.TV  hin  ou 
-e,,,ype,m,,--mn.--aidF.,vplvi,,,to,hi.,,.tn;vh     ;^^^ 

rH;ie  n^    ;■       il    "•        '"^  "'  '"■'  '""'-•  '"'^'••'  '^  ^<^">^'  hor- 
rible ,n,>take;  I  |,^..  „o  ,me  „,  the  uo,.],;  b„t  ^on  :  vou  mav 

demand  any  pn.of.  yon  p!ea.e.---[Jise.  n,v  dear."  -aid       3 

do  n,e  the  bono,-  of  bein,.  I,.„,hf„l.-_.A.  befo,. '     ,  p  Jdo 

i^"d:,i;;::d;::;;;;r;:;;;:-::-r-- 


'i'"iri  :  yoii  ji,)  lon;,r,^r  hive  me 
^^ne  na,.  a,  o„.      f,,     ,.  „,„  ,,.„.„^,^,^_  ^,  ,,,^;  ^,_^^,^^  ^^^ 

-■no.      in    -,,,.,    !,|,„   ,1,.-,,   ,„    a,|ve,-b    i.   dan-rrou.       Rnf 
^;'PP>l^cnn.-itv,,,ad,.  ,,,.,.  .,,:^^„,,,,,,jiy^;^^,|;:;^ 


•''<''nof  ,h,.  Duke  excepting  in  public?     Havo 
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you   (leicctcd    in    my   .'vo ?"— 'X,./   snid    T.   -Imii    in    his. 

And   you    have   ci^lu    tiiiu'<    made    n:r   .^o   to   SaiMt-T!i.)inas 
d'\i\u:     u,  SCO  you  Ii^toiiin>r  to  tlic  .-anif  iii.iss  iis  he.'—'Ah  !' 
shi'  0.     .iitiiod,  -thcii  1  liavc  made  y.iu  jcalnn>  :'— 'Oh  !  I  nnlv 
wi>li  I  could   !,(■:•  said   I.  adinirin-  the  pliancv  of  her  .|uick 
intelh.L'cncc.   and    thc-sc   acrobatic    fcat>    \vhi<Ii    can    only    ho 
Hiccosful   in  the  eyes  of  the  blind.     'But    by  dint  of  ^roin- 
to  cliurch   I   have  becnme  wry  incrc<lnlon^.      On   the  dav  o? 
my  lir.-t  cold,  and  your  fir.^t  trea<-hcrv.  when  vou  thowlit   I 
wa.s  in  bed,  you  received  th(>  Duke,  and  you  fo'l.i  nie  vou^  had 
.Mjcn  no  .,ne."_-I)o  y(ui  know  that  your  ciuiduct  is  infamiuis?' 
—'In  what  respect?     I  consider  your  inarria.ire  to  the  Duke 
an  excellent   arran.iroment  ;   he  ,-rivcs   vou   a   irivat    name    the 
only  rank  ihat  suit.;  you.  a  briiliant  and  d'stinuMii^hcd  p„si- 
tion.     "^ou  will  he  one  of  the  (pieens  of  Paris.      I  should  be 
doino-  you  a  wnm-  if  I  placed  anv  obstacle  in  the  wav  uf  this 
prospect,  this  disi.nuuished  life,  this  >plendi,l  ;il!iance       \li ' 
Charlotte,  some  day  you   will   do   nie   justice   bv  diM-nverin- 
how  unlike  my  character  is  to  that  of  „thcr  voun-  men      Vou 
would  have  been  compelled   to  .h.-eive   me":   ve<.   von   would 
have  found  it  very  ditheult  to  break  with  me.'  for  he  wat.he^ 
you.     It  i.s  time  that  we  should  part,  for  th.'  Duke  i,  ri-idlv 
virtuous.     You  must  turn  prude;  I  advis,.  vou  to  .lo  .o    "tIio 
Duke  IS  vain:  he  will  be  proud  of  his  wife.'— 'Oh"  cried  <he 
burstin-  into  tears,  'Henri,  if  onlv  vou  ha.l   .spoken  '     Yes' 
if  you  had  chosen —it  was  I  who  wa.s  to  blame,  vou  under- 
stand—Sve  would  have  jrone  to  live  all  our  .lav^  in  a  eorner 
married,  happy,  and  defied  the  world.'— 'Well    it  is  too  lit.' 
now.'  said  I.  kissin-  her  hands,  and  puttincr  on  a  victimised 
air.— Good  God!     But  .1  can  undo  it  all!'  said  ^h..--N^. 
you  have  irone  t(x>  far  with  the  Duke.     I  ouirht  in<lee.l  to  ,ro 
a  .lourney  to  part  us  more  effeetuallv.     AVe  shr>uld  both  have 

reason  to  fear  our  own  affection —'Henri,  do  vou  t'link 

til.-  Duke  has  any  susjcLions  ?'  I  was  still  'Henri.'  but  the  /// 
was  lost  for  ev.T.-'I  do  not  think  so."  T  replied,  assuming  the 
manner  of  a,  friend;  'but  be  a^  devout  as  ,>ossible.  recn;,,'!, 
yourself  to  God.  for  the  Duke  waits  for  proofs;  he  hesitates. 


; 


4-,    r 


(4=1 


■ou  must  brin;i  him  l(j  [ 


He   point. 
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»n,i » i,„k i«;!   :■,,;';:;;:,,""  •-'"'""'  ^- ■»-""<)« 

i"  fr-n.  nf  ,„,,  I,,.,,,;,,,  I,  '. ;,  ,  ," ,    ;"f'';-  '"■■  -h"  "topped 

bv..r„.„i„„    .u-,.|l    ||,.nrl    ,    ''■, ■""',"""1  '"  a  >o,n.  l,rok,.„ 

in^-nnn:  ,V,";i';,,';:,r;:,- :';;';:,!"•'■"'■""'''<■■ -'J -'harm. 

.-'';;;:■,;■:;:,;"':::;;* '^i^^r-  ^!" "-'"■'"'"""« - 

"""  II,,.  „„i„„i,.     ,.'      '"■'■'"  ',"  '■''"■"■'1  to  „„.,   r  foil 

mL-  „•.,'     I,   ,        ,     "'"  •"'■■  '""  "'■"■Ir  ass„„„,d  dignity 

' ^. "■;,■,:;'":;'■;■  „r;;,;.r^  ,;;>■  '■•■■■J. "--  --■  r.o„„^ 

l>oc'oni(.  of  vou  :-■  ■•  ■  '       ~  ^^  '^''-  ^''^'"-  ^^-'i^'t  will 

At  this  point  ,l„.  womon  nil  looked  at  each  other 

faotion  that   I        <t     t    1     ^^  "'"""""  ^"^  '^^^'-^  ^'^^is- 
"'^''■•'"'■'">1V  .It       .,-.■„  ""•"  ?!"  '"''^'  '^^'^  P^'Hx^tual 

»>e  sai.l  to'  hi-    H  :   ;      :;,  '  ""•   ;''^''-'  '^^  "«t  lau.h  vet!" 

"Clnrlott,.    fn      i  "''V"'"''^'^  ^"  ^  attached.' 

-o-non   fore^  ^1    ^H  '  1  !  nT  "n  ?^  ^''^'^^  ''^^'^^  ^   ^^ioh 
fine,„e„t,  ami  e  en     h  i    '       •'•  '  '  ^''"''  "'"^^"■'^■^•-  *f'^>>  '•^- 

this  la,,  ,|H  „'         li  h        ""  ■^'"'-"'•'''  ^  ''''^^' '     On 

r;;;;i;;;:;hrr '''"P----r!;,^ 
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mind:  when  you  cliciit  us  you  still  are  our  dupos  1" -T  see 

that  {ilauily,"  siiid   1,  with  a  stricken  air;  "you  have  far  too 

iiiuuh  wit  in  your  an<>cr  for  your  heart  to  sull'cr  from  it." 

'I'iiis  luodt'st  epigram  increased  iu^r  raLc;  she  found  some  tears 
of  vexation.  "You  disjrust  ine  with  the  wurld  and  witli  life.' 
she  said;  'you  snatch  away  all  my  illusions;  you  deprave  my 
heart.' 

"She  said  to  me  all  that  I  had  a  riirht  to  say  to  her,  and 
with  a  simple  eirrontery.  an  artless  audacity,  which  would 
certainly  have  nailed  any  nuin  hut  me  (ui  the  spot. — 'What 
is  to  hccome  of  us  poor  women  in  a  >tate  of  .^ocietv  such  as 
Louis  X\'III."s  charter  has  nuule  it?"— (Imagine  how  her 
words  had  run  away  from  her.)— 'Yes.  indeed,  we  are  horn 
to  sull'er.  In  nuitters  of  J)a^sion  we  are  always  superior  to 
you,  and  you  are  heneath  all  loyalty.  There  "is  no  honesty 
in  your  hearts.  To  you  love  is  a  game  in  which  you  always 
cheat.' — 'My  dear,"  said  I,  'to  take  anything  serious  in  so- 
ciety nowadays  would  be  like  making  ronumtie  love  to  an 
actress.' — 'What  a  shameless  betrayal!  It  was  deliberately 
jdannedl' — 'Xo,  only  a  rational  issue." — '(Jood-bye.  Mt)nsieu"r 
de  Marsay.'  said  she;  "you  have  deceived  me  horrib'y.' — 
'Surely,'  I  replied,  taking  up  a  sui)missive  attitude.  'Madame 

la   Duchesse   will   not    remendx'r   Charlotte's   grievances?' 

'Certainly,'  she  answered  bitterly.— 'Then,  in  fact,  vou  hate 
me?" — She  bowed,  and  I  said  to  myself,  'There  is  somethincr 
still  left !' 

"The  feeling  she  had  when  I  parted  from  her  allowed  her 
to  believe  that  she  still  had  something  to  avenge.  Well,  my 
friends.  I  have  carefully  studied  the  lives  of  men  who  have 
had  great  success  with  women,  but  I  do  not  be'"rve  that  the 
Marechal  do  liichelieu.  or  Lauzun,  or  Louis  de  Valois  ever 
etTected  a  more  judicious  retreat  at  the  first  attempt.  As  to 
my  mind  and  heart,  they  were  cast  in  a  mould  then  and 
there,  once  for  all,  and  the  fwwer  of  control  I  thus  acrjuirc^l 
over  the  thoughtless  impulse-;  which  nutke  us  commit  so  man\ 
follies  gained  me  the  admirable  presence  of  mind  ycu  all 
know." 

i6 
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''How  (k^.ply  I  imv  tlu-  Kvoiul!"  exclaiiiK.,!  (lie  Baronne 
(le  Niiciugi'ii. 

A  ^fam.ly  iu.m.,,t,l,lv  .~,nik.  ,.„  dc  MarsavV  pa!..  lips  made 

I'flpllllll'   (ic    .\ucill;ur,.,|    ,.„l,ir, 

'•ilow  «..  (1,,  r.,ri:ct  :'•  >aiil  tlic  Huron  dv  .Vii(iii;,^.n. 
Til,-  -rcat  IkiiiI^.tV  Hinplicity  \va.  so  cxtivnirlv  .Iroll.  that 
ins  uUr.  vvl.n  ua.-  (iv  Mai-ay-.  -s.ron,],"  ,.o„l,l  „,„  i^^p  lau-li- 
iti;-^  likr  even  one  flso.  '' 

-you  aiv  ali  ivadv  to  vondvum  tlic  wonian."  said  Ladv 
»i"llfy-  "WHi,  I  (,uin.  ui.d.Tstan.l  ti.at  slir  di.l  ,,„(  rcrard 
'"'>■  'Harna-c  as  an  act  of  in.onstan.v.  Mm  wiil  ru'ViT^dis- 
luiKiii>li  iK.tw.vn  -on-tanc-y  and  lidclitv.-l  !<„„«•  tli..  woman 
whose  st.u-y  Monsirur  dv  Marsay  lias  told  u.-.  and  slic  is  one 
ol  tilt-  ia.st  id  your  truly  ^wnl  ladies." 

"Alas!  my  lady,  yon  are  ri.irht,"'  replied  <le  >rarsav      "For 
very  nearly  jifty  yar>  w  have  l»een  lookin-  on  at  "the  pro- 
KH^ssive  rum  of  all   M.eial   distinetions.      We  ou^ht   to  have 
saved  our  women  from  this  ^rivat  wreek,  but  llu'  Civil  C.de 
lias  swept  us  leveling'  iniluence  over  their  head..      However 
terrible  the  words,  they  mu>t  be  spoken:  Durhesses  are  van- 
ishing, and    marquises  too!     As   to   the  baronesses-^  I    must 
apologize  to  Madame  do  Xiieingen,  who  will  becoim-  a  count- 
ess when  her  husband  is  made  a  peer  of  Fran<-e— barones.se8 
have   never  succeeded   in  getting  people  to  take  them  seri- 
ously. 

'•Aristot'raey   begins   with  the  viscountess,"  said   Blondet 
with  a  smile. 

'Tounte.sses  will  survive,"  said  do  Marsav.   "An  eleirant  wo- 
man will  Ik.  more  or  less  of  a  eountes.s_a  countess  of  the  Em- 
pire or  of  yesterday,  a  countess  of  the  old  block,  or   as  thev 
^ay  in  Italy,  a  countess  by  courtesy.     R„t  as  to  the  ^^r.-at  ladv 
MIC  dud  out  with  the  diguifie.I  sj.l.  ndor  of  the  i  .'-t  centurv' 
"'"  powder,  patches,  high-hecled  slippers,  and  stiff  bodices 
■^^  ■111  a  delta  stomacher  of  bows.     Duchesses  in  the<c  davs  cin 
•..N^  through  a  rloor  without  any  need  to  widen  it   for  th.^ir 
li'HT^-      Ih-   Kmpire  saw  tlH>  last  of  govnis  with  trains'     I 
a-ii  still  jnizzled  to  under-t;- ^  how  a  sovereign  who  wished 


i'-TjV^-- 


-^■ii'c\A':'r2^i'--'ffi^'''%^-^f^t^'"  '^i' 
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to  >(>('.   Ills   (Iniuiii''- 


room    swept    liy   ducal    >.iliii   ami    velvet 
did  nut   make  iiuii'stnictiblc  law-,      Xapolcoii   iicvrr  'Micssod 


the  results  of  the  Code  1 


le  wa- 


crealiui:  duehe-ses.  founded  the  race  uf 


proud  of. 


"hat 


tiiau. 


-the    lllclireet    (j 


tf. 


•it 


I»riiij 


on 
his  le'M.-latioii. 


r  •ladles'  of  to-day 


was 
and 


ic.  handled  as  a  haniiiier  bv  i 


lOV: 


S('Ure 


.loiiriiali.-t- 


Wlllell     delii 


just   out   of 
the 


n|i-hei| 


■plendnr-  ot   I  he  .-oeial  >tate 
"ill  the.-e  da\>  everv   ro'Mie  wh 


■aid  iln'  ( 


unite  ill 


\ 


iinilene.-se 


in  ills  collar,  (over  his  nianlv  bosi 


lo  can   linld  111-   head   -iraiudit 


nil  with  h 


alf  a  I 


I  e 


liv  uav  ol 


a  cuirass,  display  a  brow  where  apocryphal  ;:eii 


-at  in 


Ub 


^Mealn^   under  eurlini'  loci 


leather  pumps   <:raced   bv   silk 


ami  .-trnt   iii   a   pair  i.f 


>i)ei 


ihi 


patellt- 


ch   cost   six    francs. 


Arrk. 


screws  Jus  eye-<rlass  into  one  of  his  eye-sockets  iiv  puckerinjr 
up  his  cheek,  and  whether  he  be  an  attornev":-  cli 
tractor's  son,  or  a  banker's  bastard,  he  stares  inij 
at  the  prettiest  duchess,  apjiraises  her  as  she  walks  downstairs, 

on.  as  we  all  are.  and 


COll- 

HTtinentlv 


am 


says  to  his  friend — dressed  bv  Bui.- 


mounted    in   patent-leather   like  "any   duke   h 
my  lioy,  that  is  a  perfect  lady. 


imself — 'There. 


•Vou  have  not  known  how  to  fr 


Dudley:  "it  will  be  a  lon<r  time  vet  before  vou  1 


rm  a  party,"  said   Ivord 


"^  oil  talk  a  <xreat  deal  in  France  about  or'^anizin 


lave  a  jK)licy. 


vou  have  not  vet  ori. 


lal 


)or.  a 


ind 


am 


zed  property.     So  this  is  what  hap- 


pens:   Any  duke — and  even  in  the  time  of  Ixmis  XVIII.  and 


Charity  X.  tl 
sand  f 


ranes  a  vear. 


lere  were  some  left  who  had  two  hundred  rhoii- 
a  maj,'nificent  residence,  and  a  sumpt 


uou- 


a  ::reat 


train  of  servants— well,  such  a  duke  could  live  like 

lord.     The  last  of  these  (jreat  jrentlenien  in   France  was  th. 

Prince  de  Tallevraml.— This  diik. 


e  leaves  four  children,  t 


if  them  pirl.s.     (irantini:  that  he  has  L'reat  luck 
them  all  woll.  each  of  these  descend 
or  ciirhty  thousand    fr 
or  mother  of  children. 


wo 

ill  marryiiiir 

mts  will  have  but  sixtv 


iiie; 


a   vear  now 


<'ach  H   the 


fat 


and  conseiiuentiv  ol 


thi>  stricte-t  ecnnoiiiv  in  a   flat   on   ihi 
fl'>or  of  a  hirire  house.     Who  knows  if  tliev 


>I|i:cd  t( 
f1 


)  live 


rrouml 


our  Of 


'ler 
with 
first 


huntinn:  a  fortune?   Henceforth  the  eld^ 


may  not  even  lie 
-t  son's  wife,  a  duchess 


:/ J 


•  ^'  ,1' 


i.  V 


:i 
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In,lv-    (■  1  ""  ^;vric-h  .Monanhv.     The  trreat 

.    n-^i  no,.,. n,,,.,  ,.,,,, i,,,,,., .,,,,.,,, ,^,.^^.^.^^^  ^^^^.^ 

for,.:;:? uZ:-  '""  "''^'^  -^  '^^  -^  -^  ^-'  -'■"'  >•>  ^^ a 

wlLv  i,   I,       '    '  ■'^"'"  f'*  ""■  '■'■'■•'^^<'^  "f  its  laiHl.Hl  ..states 

)H<|.    fxriiaps   In    the   l.arl.anari^   who   arc  at    its   honk 
Honcc.  whrr*'  tho   ,ni,Ml,.  ,.la<s   in.it   nn 
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'Xowadays  iiriin.-  liav.-  ladv-li 


iKi  Wives,  ('bli;,'r(l  !•.  sliari' 
""■"■  "ii'Ta-Kox  uith  oili.T  la. lies;  r-nal  favor  could  not  rai-' 
flit'in  Ir  ficr  1)\-  a  liair  -l)n;i,ltli ;  tli.a  ;:li.|,.  mireinarkahlo  hv 
twivii  the  watrrs  of  ihc  .  iti/,,ii  clu.-  aii.l  tlinsc  of  the  imhilitv 
—not  alioj:rtlH'r  iiolilc  nor  alto^'-.rli.T  Ijoun/'olsrs,"  ,ai(l  tliV 
.M.in|uisc  (Ir  K'()clic<,'ii(lc  atridlv. 
^  ••The    piv^.-    lia-    fallen    linr    t(     ilic    W,,in    n."    cxrlaiined 

%  '»'■'-".-"•"■•      ■••"^I'f    11"    i'ln-or   ha-    lli..   ,,      Ins    „(   ;,.  s|.nkon 

/,,////,/„/,—,!, .jijrlitl'iil  caluiiinirs  L'ra.rd  I,  .■Ir^.Miu  hm-nau''-. 
\\V  read  Iniillrtuns  wnttrn  lu  a  .iial.'.i  which  ,ii,ii:  -cs  cv."rv 
three  year>,  -oeietv  paper-  ahoiit  a-  niiitliful  as  an  uiider- 
takerV  mute,  and  as  li-ht  a>  the  lead  (d'  their  tvpe.  Fivncii 
<-oii\er.-ation  i<  carried  on  fnuii  eMe  end  of  ih.  conntrv  ti> 
the  -ith-r  in  ,y  revolutH.narv  jar;r(in.  thr.ui-h  l.-ni,'  eohmins 
of  type  jirintcd  in  old  tnansions  where  a  pre-s  >rroans  in  the 
|)lace  where  funiicrly  ele-ani  eiunpan_\   ii,-ed  to  meet."' 

"Tile  knell  of  the  hiirhe.-t  society  is  tollini:;-  ^.^j,]  .^  j{usj;ian 
Prince.  "Do  you  hear  it?  And  thellrsi  stroke  is  vour  modem 
word  lady." 

"Vou  are  ri^ht.  Prince,"  said  do  Marsav.     "The  'perfect 

J  lady,'   issiiin-:  from   the   ranks  of  the  nohijitv.  or  sprouting 

''•'"11  Ilie  eiti^en  class,  an<l  the  product  of  everv  soil,  even  of 

the  provinces  is  the  expression  of  ihe.e  times,  a  last  remain- 

inir  emhodiment   of  good   ta-!e,  gra.r.  wit,  an.l  distinction, 

all   comhmed,   but    dwarfed.      \\V  shall    see   no    more   -reat 

la.lies  in   France,  hut  the,v  will   he  ladies'  for  a   ionp  hme, 

I  elected  by  public  opinion  to  form  an  upper  chamber  of  wo- 

f  men.  and  who  will  k'  among  the  fair  se.v  what  a  -gentleman' 

is  in  England. 

"And  that  they  call  progress  I"  exclaimed  .Madeinr,i  -  He 
'les  Touches.  "I  should  like  to  know  where  the  pro-res.s 
liesr"  ' 

"Why,  in  this."  said  Ma.i.une  de  Vuciniren.  "Fnrm.rlv  a 
woman  might  have  the  v..i..e  of  a  fish-seller,  tlie  wa'k  of  a 
grenadier,  the  face  of  an  impudent  courtesan,  her  h;:  ■  too 
Ingh  on  her  forehea.l.  a  la,-,.  f.H.t.  a  thick  hand— >he  wa.s 
a  gr.       lady  in  spite  of  it  all;  but  in  the.se  davs.  even 
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won-  a  Muiitinotvncv— if  n  Mutitmorfricv  wouM  .■\rr  be  iJUih 
a  (Tfatiirc    —\u-  vvuiiM  nut  lie  u  laiiv." 

"Hilt  wliai  .In  v,,n  ,,,,,,,1  |,v  a  -inrh'cA  ladv":-"  a>k.Ml  ('omit 
Adam  L.i^.'iii-ki 

-Sh.'  i>  ,1    m.Mlrrti   product,  a  dcpl.iraMc   triumph   of  fho 

•■l'_<tl\r  -V>I,  IM   ;l-   applied    to   tllr    f;iir  >C.\."   s;lld    tlir    Minister. 

"Kverv    rrvnlutioii   ha-  a   word  of  it<   own   whi.h  cpitomiz.'.s 

and  dc|ii(i-  it." 

••Von  an.  n-lit."  mihI  the  Uu-sniii.  who  had  come  to  mnko 
a  l.terarv  reputation  ,„  l-;ni<.  '-The  .xplamitmn  of  cTtain 
words  added  Ironi  time  to  time  to  your  heautiful  ian-na-'e 
would  mak..  a  iiiaLniiticeiit  historv,  ()r</,n,i:r.  f,.r  inMam^e 
IS  the  word  c,f  the  Kmp.re,  and"  sums'  up  Xapoleon  com- 
pletely. ' 

-Hut  ail  that,  does  not  cxphiin  what   is  meant  hv  a  ladv'" 
III'-  vounfT  I'ol..  evciaimed.  with  some  impatience   ' 
^    "Woll,  I  uill  tell  you.". Slid  Rmile  Hlondet  to  Count  .\dam 
One  line  monun;:  you   ^,>   for  a   saunter  in    Tans       It   is 
past  two.  hut  fi^e  has  not  ve,  .truck.     Vc,  .-ee  a  woman  com- 
ing: toward.-  y.Mi;  your  fir.-t  ;:lan.e  at  her  ,s  Hko  the  preface 
to  a  -ood   hnok.  It   lead.-  vou   to  expect   a  world  of  ele-ance 
and  refinement,      lake  a   hotani.^t   over  hill   and  dal..   in  his 
I'ur-u.t.  ot    plant-,  amom:  the   vu|,.arit,es  of   I'aris  life  vou 
'ave  at   last    found  a   rare  Mow-.t.     Th,-  u.,nan   is  attended 
b^  two  very  di>t.n-ui-lied-l(H.kin,>:  men,  of  whom  one   at  anv 
rate,  wars  an  r.rder:  or  el.se  a  servant  ..iit  of  liverv  follows 
her  at  a  distance  of  ten  yards.     She  displays  no  ^nuuiv  colors, 
no  cpen-worked  >tock,n,.^s.  no  over-elahorate  waist-hnckle,  no 
onihroHlercd     nils  to  her  drawrs  fussin,^  round  her  ankh- 

^ou  will  >ee  that  she  IS  shud  w.:h  prunella  sh,H.s.  with  sandai; 
cros.ed  over  e.xtremely  line  cotton  stocking-,  or  plain  ^rav 
silk  stockinirs:  or  perhap-  .-he  wears  hoots  of  the  most  ex- 
quisite simplicity.  Vou  notice  that  her,.,wn  is  made  of  a 
mat  and  ine.xi.c>nsivc  material,  hut  made  in  a  wav  that  sur- 
prises more  than  one  woman  ..f  the  mi.hlle  class-  it  j,  .\ma.t 
alway.  a  Ion,  pelisse,  with  hows  to  fa-ten  i,.'  Id  n^^ 
iwund  with  fine  cord  or  an  imperceptible  braid.     The  Un- 
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known  has  .1  w.i\  nf  1,.^  own  m  wnt|.|.m-  hrv^vK  in  l„.r  .sliaw! 
nr  iiiantilla;  «lif  kii(.\\-  l.r.u-  to  .|kiw  n  n-mnl  h,  r  fn.m  h.T 
lups  to  lirr  iic.k,  oiilliiiiii;:  a  carapa.-r,  ;,-  ,1  w^vr,  win,  h  w,,nl.l 
Miakr  ail  or.lmary  u.„naii  |.,nk  likr  a  tnrtlr.  I,i,i  wind,  lu 
li.T  -.•(.  nir  the  niu-t   l..-ainiriil   fnn.i.  ulni.^  .  nn.vahii.r  ,(„.,„ 

H"«'l"<'sslHMi„.i:'  ThiSMvivl.!,..  k..,.|,>.  il„,„.h„nji,anl..i 
In  aii\  patfnt. 

-A.   si,.,   walks   >1m.  Lnv...   h.TM.lf  a    Iml,.   r„„,...ntric   aiul 

harin.-riiniis  iwi<t.  wliidi  inak(-  li.r  mi|.|,|,.  ,„•  ,|,.,r r..i.s  .1,.,,. 

.1-  rn.-s   wntlir   uM.|,.r  lli..  sttilF.  a-   a    -nakr  .|m..-    nwhr  tl,.. 
isrrvn  -a.iz,-  ..f  Irnnl.li,,^^  ;,M'a>-,     I-  „  i„  an  an-d  .„•  ;,  ,|..v,l 
that  dir  .iw...  the  -ra.-.'fi.l  nn.lulatinn  whirl,  |,1,m-  uihI.t  her 
l"Mj:  l.hu-k  Hlk  .aiM.,  Mirs  ,t.  la.v  frill,  d,-,!-  an  airv  halm 
an.i  what    I  sh<inl,i   hk.-  to  .all   th.-  hnvzr  of  a    l'arid..nnf''' 
^ou  nia.v  n'.c-nizr  ov..r  lirr  arms,  ronii.j  h.r  wai-t    ahui.t  h.T 
throat,  a  sricn.v  of  .Iraporv  r-allmi:  tlir  anti.|ii,.  Mnnnr^vnc 
••Oh:  how  thoroii^rhU  she  un.irr^tan.l-  ihr  ,„/  ,,f  i„.r  .rait  — 
for-iv,.  the  expression.     Stn.lv  th.-  wav  >hr  |Mit>  h-r  f...Tt  for- 
ward, inonldm^r  her  skirt  with  sn.li  a  .l,,-.  nt  |nv,.,M.n,-s  that 
the  passer-hv  is  fille.l  with  a<iniirati..n.  nnrn^l.d  with  .|,.,ire 
but  subdue.!   hy  .leep  respe.-t.      When  an    Knu'lishw.nnan  at- 
tempts this  st.'p,  die  looks  lik.-  a  -nna.ii.T  mar.hin.'  forward 
to  attack  a  red.mht.     Th.^  w.,m..n  of  I'ari-  hav.-  a  ^^.tiph  for 
walking-.     'Hie  municipality   really  ow.d   them  a>nhalt   foot- 
walks.  ' 

"Our  T*nknown  jostles  no  one.  If  di.-  wants  to  pa-^s  .he 
waits  with  proud  humility  till  some  ..ne  mak's  wav  ''['he 
distinction  peculiar  to  a  wvll-bred  woman  h.fravs  it<,.'|f  ,■<,«• 
nally  in  the  way  she  hol.l.  h.-r  diawl  ..r  .loak  r-r.Ks,.,!  over 
h.T  bosom.  Even  a,s  she  walks  she  ha~  a  little  air  of  s.^rene 
d'.trnity.  like  Rapha..r>  Ma.hmnas  in  their  frames  II.t  as 
poet  at  once  .,i,i,.t  an.l  dr-dainful.  makv.  th.'  most  in^ohwi* 
dandy  step  aside  for  h.  r. 

"iter  lion m.t.  romarkahle  for  its  dmplidtv.  is  trimmed  with 
'Tisp  nhlx.ns;  ,h,.r(.  mav  In-  flovrer.s  in  it.  hut  th..  ..leven-t  of 
such  women  wear 
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face  of  a  woninn  who.  without  <  onccit.  is  siiro  of  horsolf; 
who  looks  ;,t  ii,,ihinLr.  and  ^(ms  ovrythin,!: ;  who.,-  vanity! 
.-atiatrd  l.v  bcii;-  .nn-iaiitly  -ratilicl.  stamps  hrr  faw  with 
an  iiKlitl'iMviK-i.  uhi.h  ]h<\\u<  your  curiixitv.  She  knows  that 
.«lic  is  lookr.l  al.  -h.'  knows  that  ovcrvlHwIv'.  rvdi  wonn^n.  turn 
rmuKi  to  >..,.  h,.|-  a.-ain.  An.l  si,,,  threads  lier  wav  tliroufrh 
1  aris  hko  a  ,L^o>.atnor.  -potlcss  and  [)urr. 

"This  (hdi-hlfui    >p..,-i,s  air..<ts   the  hottest    latitudes,   the 
(•leaner  Lui-itu.!.-  of  Pari-  vou  will  meet  her  hetwoon  tho 
10th  an.l   notl,  Areade  of  the  Ifue  de  Ifivoli:  alon-  the  line 
of  the  Houh^vard^  from  the  e.|uatr)r  of  the  Passa^^e  .h-s  Pano- 
ratuas.  where  the  products  of  I„dia  flourish,  where  the  wann- 
est creations  of  industry  are  displayed,  to  the  Cape  of  the 
Ma.h.leine:   in  the  least   muddy  districts  of  the  ,.itizen  .niar- 
t^ers.  betwen   \o.  Md  and   Xo.   ]:!..  of  the  Hue  du  Faulwurf? 
ftaint-Hunore.      Durin-   the  winter,   she   haunts   th.-   terrace 
or  the  1-euillant^.  hut  not  the  asphalt  pavement  that  lies  par- 
allel.    Accord m.tr  to  the  weather.  J.e  may  he  seen  flvin.r  in 
the  ..\venue  of  the  Champ- Klv^ees.  which'  Is  hounded  on^he 
east  hy  th..  Pla..e  lx>ui.  .\V..  o,,  ,h,.  we^t  l,v  the  Avenue  de 
Mancrnv.  to  th..  south  hv  the  rn,d.  t.,  the  nnril,  hv  the  <rardens 
of  the  Fauhour,:  Saint-H.uinn-..     Xcver  ,s  this  prettv^vari-.tv 
of  woman  to  he  s.vn   in  th..  hyper'nuvan  r..-ions  of'th.>  Rue 
.Saint-I)eni<.    never    in    ,he    Kamts.haika    of    mirv.    narrow 
commercial  ^tr.'eis:  nev,.r  anvwh..,..  in  ha.l  weather      These 
flow..r<of  Paris,  hloomin,^  only  in  Oriental  weatli.T.  perfume 
the  hi^i^hwavs:  and  aft.  r  fix,,  o'clock   fold   up  like   mornin- 
^ lorv  fl..wer<.     Th..  w.)m,n  yon  will  se..  later,  lookin-  a  little 
like  th..m.  trvin-  to  ape  them.  ar..  u-ouM-h.  ja.lios:  while  the 
tair  I  nknown.  vcr  Beatri.-,'  of  a  .lay.  i^  a  'p<.rf...-t  lady.' 

"It  IS  not  v..r;,  ,.a<y  for  a  f.-reiinier.  mv  -l.ar  Count  to 
re,.o.n..e  th."  difTeren,-...  I,^  which  the  oh.erver  rnn'rilus  dis- 
;ni:n,sh..s  them-wom.  n  mv  .,„.h  consummat..  a,.f reuses- 
ait^  thev  are  -larin-  in  ;',.■  ,.y,..  of  Pari.ian«:  hooks  ill 
tnsteped.  stnnir..  showin::  !  ...p^  of  nistv-white  tape  throu-h 
n  L-apincrsIit  in  the  ha-'k.  n;l,!„.,l  shoe-jeath.T.  .'roned  honnet- 
.'^tnn-s.  an   owr-full   >kirt.   an   over-light    w.aist.       You   will 
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10  \<  an  adiniratilo  foil 
to  livr,  she  accounts  for  the  spell  east  over  von  hv  the  i:n- 
known.  She  is  hustlinj:.  and  jrocs  out  in  all'  wcatliers.  trots 
about,  conies,  ^ws.  ^r;,z,.s.  ,],„.<  not  know  wliether  she  will 
or  will  not  ^n.  into  a  shop.  Wliere  the  ladv  knows  just  what 
she  wants  and  what  she  is  doin.i:,  the  town<woinaii  is  un- 
'l''idcd.  tucks  up  her  skirts  to  cross  a  jrutter,  dra-irir.r  a 
<-lnhJ  l.v  the  hand,  wliich  conip.'ls  Iut  to  look  out  for  "the 
vehicles;  she  is  a  mother  in  public,  and  talks  to  iier  dauu'htcr; 
she  carries  money  in  her  ba^'.  and  ha.s  ofn-n-work  ^tockin<Ts 
on  her  firt ;  in  winter,  she  wears  a  boa  over  her  fur  cloak  •  in 
summer,  a  shawl  and  a  scarf;  she  is  accomplished  in  the 
redundancies  of  dress. 

"Vou  will  meet  the  fair  Cnknown  apain  at  the  Italiens 
at  the  Opera,  at  a  ball.     She  will   then  appear  under  such 
a  dilferent   aspect   that   you    would   think   them    two   lK>ings 
devoid  of  any  analogy.     The  woman  has  emcrrred  from  those 
mysterious  jxarments  like  a   butterlly   from   its  silkv  cocoon. 
She  .serves  up.  like  some  rare  daintv,  to  voiir  ravi.shed  eyes 
the  forms  which  her  iKidice  scareidy  n>vea!ed  in  the  morning.' 
At  the  theatre  she  never  mounts  hi.irher  than  the  second  tier, 
^'xeeptni^'  at  the  Italiens.   You  can  then-  watch  at  vour  leisure 
the  studied  deliberateness  of  lu-r  movements.     The  enchant- 
iM.ir  deceiver  plays  off  all  the  little  political  artifices  of  her 
se\  so  naturally  a.s  to  e.xelude  all  idea  of  art  or  premeditation. 
If  >he  has  a  royally  beautiful  hand,  the  most  perspicaciou=i  he- 
iK'l'i.T  will   Ix-lieve  that   it   is  ab^olutelv   necossan-  that   she 
should  twist,  or  refi.x,  or  push  a>ide  the  rinirlet  or  curl  she 
I'lays  with.     If  she  iias  some  di^rnitv  of  profile.,  vou  will  be 
p'Tsuaded  that  she  is  .^ivinj:  ironv  or  trrace  to  what  she  says 
to  her  nei-hbor,  sittin-  in  such  a  position  as  to  produce  the 
ma^ncal  etfect  of  the  'lost  profile.'  so  dcai  to  .rvnt  painters 
I'V  which  tliecht^ek  catches  the  hiirh  lijjht.  the  nose  is  shown  in 
clear  outlin...  the  nostrils  are  tran^sparently  rosv.  the  forehead 
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sqihirdy  modclci.  the  rvo  has  its  span^rlc-  of  fire,  but  fixed  on 
j^lnitr.  and  the  whit.,  n.uiidnrss  of  th.'  chin  is  acecjituated 
by  a  hn..  nl  h-ht.  If  sh..  lias  a  prottv  foot,  sho  will  throw 
hor-rlt  on  ;,  .Ufa  witli  thr  cociiicttish  jrracc  of  a  cat  in  the 
sunshine.  li.T  tcMt  outstretched  without  voiir  feelin"  that  her 
attitu.le  is  anvihin.t:  hut  the  most  cliarnihi-  model  ever  mven 
to  a  sculptor  by  las.-itude. 

■••»iih  the  perfect  lady  is  (piite  at  her  ease  in  full  dress- 
nnthin.ir  incoMveni..iiees  her.  Von  will  never  see  her  like 
t  u-  woman  of  ,he  citizen  class,  pulling-  up  a  refracton' 
stionlder-strap.  .,r  i)iishin^'  down  a  rebellious  whalebone  or 
lookin-  whether  her  tucker  is  doin;r  its  otlice  of  faithful 
^niardian  tr,  two  treasun..  nf  dazzling  whit.'ness.  or  ^dancin- 
n>  the  mirrors  to  s.v  if  her  head-drcs.  ,s  keepin^^  i„  ^,Uxce. 
Her  toilet  is  alway>  in  harmony  with  her  (haracter;  she  has 
''"I  tin  e  t.,  study  hei-elf.  to  l,,,rn  what  hee.uius  her  f..r  ^he 
ha>  l.ui-  known  what  ,l„cs  not  suit  her.  Vui,  wiH  not  find 
her  a-  yon  ,,r„  ,„„  .  .,„.  ,,„„,,„,,  ,^,,,. ,,.,.  ,,^^.  ^,_^^,  ^^^  ^^^^^ 

II  by  chan<r  >h,.  is  to  he  seen,  calm  an,'  statelv.  on  Mie  ^tairs 
sli..  ,s  experieneinj:  some  viulmi  emotu.n  ;  slu'  has  to  bestow 
a  .Ldance.  to  n.-eive  a  pronuM..  Perhaps  she  ^nes  down  ^o 
slowly  on  pnrp.,se  to  .^^atify  the  vanitv  of  a  .lave  whom  .he 
somet-.nes  oi.ev...  If  vonr  meeliiiu-  takes  plaee  at  a  hall  or  an 
evenin,^  party.  vo„  will  ^Mtlier  the  liom-v.  natural  or  affected 
o  her  insmuatm::  vuice :  her  emptv  wo'rds  will  enchant  vou,' 
and  ..he  wil  knnw  l,nw  to  ,  ive  them  tiie  value  uf  thou^dit  b;' 
her   inimitable    hearinii."  ^ 

^^J-And  in   France  taste  is  mon>  than  cleverness."  said  the 

ari '•  Rlon  l";'"''  ^;'"^-^'"^^^: -^  ''-  ^'•i'""Pl>  "^  a  purelv  phytic 
art      l.lond..    went  or.     -^  „„  will  not  know  what  she  s,id 

but  vou  wi     he  fa.einat.d      Sl„.  ulll  t  ,  .  i       i  ,  ' 

,      ■  .1.1  ina  .0.     M„.  Ulll  toss  h..r  lioad.  or  e,.„(]v 
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.^porr-h  with  a  ciuinnin-  pont  ,„„!  mhiK  :  „r  thnw  ;,  V,,l,,i,v,ri 
.•|;i|.'ni,'n  into  an  -Jn.lr,.,!  T  .„  'Ah  I"  a  -What  th..,,:"  \  i.'rk 
'-  iHT  u.ad  wll  lM-ln.rMH»t  p..rtnH.nt  turn,  of  .pHsti.nin.^  ■ 
■■•li-  w.ll  ,-,v,.  luvnmv^  U,  th..  nmv,.n„.nt  In  uhirh  -h.  tu-,rl,' 
■•.  ^uuu^^^vnr  h.ni.nn-  t„  I.t  (i,!,...r  l,v  .  r,,,-^  Sl„.  ...t. 
""  7'"';''"'  f''""l">'r  u„l  nf  >np,.rlat,vc.  tnviahtir^  ■  ^h,, 
HinpK.m,..  iHT  han,l  „npn..Mv,.Iv.  IrUuvj  „  lall  out  tho 
^;;;';-;;  '"■■•;  — r  a., l.w,ln,,.  ha,,,,.,,  ,1a.  ,,,j,  „,•  ,  „,^.,.^_ 
an,|  all  is  sai.  -sho  has  pn.n.Min.  ..l  puhuwm  Ur,.,wl  anM,.al 
;'•,""■  "i'pn'lH.Msion  nf  th.  „,..,  olHuM..  Sh,.-  knuu-<  huu- 
.ohM..^^,v.,„  ;.,,;,,„,„„  ,h.  oi,|„„,„„„v  or  .h.nin,, 
and— I  ask  your  modesty— th(,M.  nioniont-  arv  raiv'-- 

'"■•■''";'"i;i-nplHityor,h,.yo„n.  ..,,1,,  touhon,  I'.londet 
-poke,  ina.h^ali  the  part\  shout  with  !an.rl,„.r 

"Now  you  w.ll  not  ,a!k  f.,r  half-an-ho,,,.  „,,!,  a  /...,.,..,.. 
-""'"t  h.T  aUudu,::  ,o  h.T  hushand  in  o,H.  u-av  or  another '' 
7""'";   "••■'"/'"  ^^■"''  ""|Hrturh..<l   .rav„v:  ■•wh.p.as    ..v.n 

n  you  knou-  tha,  vour  hnlv  i<  n.arri  .1.  .h,.\v,!l  have  ,h..  drl- 
..a.y  ,u  cotK...  h.r  hu.ha.Hl  >o  ..,r....ti;ally  ,hat  ,t  w,ll  n,vd  th. 
'■nt.rpn.c.o  thnstopI,.r('ohnnhustod.s,.ov..rhHn.  Ofton 
>""^^"'"  ''"'.'"  "'-'tt.'mptsind..-hand,.d.     [fvouhau-  h. 

"-' nppnrturmy  of  in.p^^n,^  tou-ards  ,h.  ...d  of  th..  ,.v..nin  ' 

-  'I^'tect  h.r  ;.azm.  (ixedlv  at  a  nndd!..-a^,.d  ,„a„  wearing 
a  .l.voration  who  hows  and  goos  out.  SI,,  ha.  ordered  her 
carnaire.  and  ,i:oes. 

'•u  are  not  tho  rose,  hut  yo-,  have  he..„  wit!,  the  rose 


•'V 


md  you  fro  to  I^'d   under  the  "jroiden  ,ai 


•Irean,    which   will   ia<t   perhaps  after  Sl.vp.'wi-h' hi- 
'm^T.  has  opened  the  ivory  <rate.  „f  ,!„.  ,„,„,,|,.  „,•  ,,,., 


•"'i'»I'y  "t   a  Welicious 
heavy 


rhe  lady,  when  she  is  at   home,  sees  no  one  Im. 


1  Vi  • 


^f>e   ,s  <hrewd  enough   alwav.  to  ke.-,,   vou   waitin.,      |„   he; 

-nse  you  will   fnu!  evervth.n.  in   .ood  ta^te ;  her  lu  vurv  i. 

^'r  hourly  nse.  and  dulv  renewed:  yon  will  no,hin.  n^n  1,!^ 

-'^-^^'^^^-  no  n,.s  of  wrappings  han;:in.  ahout.  and  looking 
!)keapantn-      ^ou.v,!Mi„d,he.,airea.eu-armed.     FWor", 

'nnlN,desw,!Ieharmvour>id,:  tWers.  the  o.lv  .ift^  J^ 
-vopts.   and    those   only   from   eertain    peoph,    f„r   ,;,e  ..v! 


'•J 
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live  but  a  .lay:  th.y  -:v,.  plra^wr...  an-I  must  he  roplaced ;  to 
her  they  arc.  a.  ,n  th..  Ka-t.  a  ^y,,.!.,,!  an.l  a  i.nHni>e.     Tlie 
costly  toy,  n(  !a-|,ion   lir  al.u„t.  I,ui   n..t  so  a<  u,  sn.-est  a 
musfun.  ..r  a  ciirioHly  si,,.,,.      Vo,,   will   find  Iht  sittm-  In- 
the  firc  in  a  low  chair,  from  wInVl,  -I,,-  will  not  rise  to  -reot 
you.     Ilrr  talk  uiil  not  now  l.o  what  it  was  al  the  hall-  t^'here 
<i.'   wa>  our  ••nduor;    in    her  own    In.mc  >lio  owes   vou    the 
l'1-.i^inv  of  !„.,•  wit.     Thr-,.  arc  ih.-  shade  of  which  the  hulv 
IS  a  uiarvclou,  nn^trc...     What  she  l.kcs  in  vou  ,.  a  man  to 
swcl  her  crcl...  ai,  ohjVct  (ny  ,hc  ...rc  and  attentions  which 
•Mich  wo,ncn  ;uv  now  hapov  to  hc^ow.     Therefore,  to  attract 
you  ,o  her  draw,n-ro<.m.  .^hc  will  he  hew,tchin-lv  charming 
lln.   e.-pec,a!ly    i..   where  you    fc,.]    how    iM,latc.r  wn,„,.n   are 
nowadays,  and   why  Ihcy  want  a   little  world   of  their  own 
to   whu-h   thev    may   >eeu.   a   c.u,-,el!;,tion.      Conversation   iJ 
iui|io->ili|e  without  iTcncraliiie^." 

■■^e..-  <;,id  de  Mar-av.  "von  hav(>  trulv  hit  the  f;,„lt  of 
eur  aire.  i  !„.  ciu-ram— a  volume  in  a  word— no  lonc'er 
strik,-.  a^  it  did  in  the  ..i-hiecnth  centurv.  at  |)er<on-  or'at 
thin,-^.  hut  at  >Mualid  ev.iit>.  ;ind  it  dies  in  a  dav." 

■'Heme."  Slid  Hl.mdet.  -the  i  Uf  e|l  iaence  of' the  ladv  if 
she  luH  anv.  consists  in  casting  ,lo,ihts  on  evervtliin-.  while 
tlic  h'.Hn/roisr  u>v<  her  to  ;,!lirm  evervthin..:.  Ifcre  lies  the 
-real  d.ircrcn,-c  hetween  the  two  women:  t!ie  lown^woman  is 
ccrta.nlv  virtuo,,.:  the   !adv  do,.  n,.t    know  vc   whether  she 


IS.  or  wlH'thcr  -h..  alwavs  will  !„  :  >he 


he~itate<  and  stru<jrgles 


when.  th,.  ,,tl„.r  refu-,..  poim-Mank  and  fa!!.^  full  Icnjrth 
lhi.~  iN.sitancv  m  eu.rvihin-  i.  on,,  of  th,.  la^t  -races  left 
t"  h,T  hv  our  h,u-rihle  tin:,-.  She  ran^Iv  ,.„■.  to  dnirch 
h-it  ^h,.  will  talk  to  yon  of  rviiudou  :  and  if  vo„  hav,.  the  ,e,KKl 
taM,.  t,.  aflect  Frec-ihon-ht.  J,e  wiH  trv  to  c,  nv,-rt  vou'  for 
von  will  have  op,.n,.d  a  wav  for  the' ster,.oM-pcd  phrase., 
;  '•■  l.ea.l-^hakinir  and  e,-,un^  nn-'er^tood  hv  al!the<,.  women- 
^■;:''  ''''■•""■'  '  ♦'"^"^•'i'  vou  ha,!  too  m.teh  ..n<e  to  attack 
I'eli-ion.  S,„-ietv  i.  tott.  rin-.  aiui  vou  -h.^-iv..  it  of  it-  .„r. 
fw'.  Whv.  tvli^ion  at  ihK  ,nom,.ut  mean-  vou  an.l  me- 
lt H  [.r,,p,.rtv.  an,l  th,.  future  of  our  children!     Ah'  let  us 
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not  bo  solfL-Ii!  Iii(livi(liiiili-iii  i.<  the  ili-ca>e  of  the  age,  and 
ivli^rioii  !:«  till'  only  iviiifdv:  it  imitLs  faiiiiliL's  which 'your 
I;iw-;  [.111  a.sundt'r;  and  -n  fm-tli.  Then  she  plunires  into  «ome 
iir.>-('hri>tian  -jicccli  sprinkled  with  |K,litiral  notions  wiiich  is 
ncittirr  Cailiolii-  nor  Prot.vMaiit — but  moral  y  ()li!  deuced 
moral  !~-in  uliich  \ou  mav  ivcnirinzc  a  fajr  end  of  everv 
matiTial  woven  by  modern  docu-nu's.  at  lo,L';,^'rlioads  to- 
L'flhfr."" 

'I'll.'  udiii.'-i  .oiild  not  help  lau-riiinu  at  tiic  airs  bv  which 
.';l'>iidft  illustrated  his  satire. 

"'I'iiis  explanation,  dear  Count  Adam,"  .-ail  Hlondet.  tum- 
in_'  to  ill,.   I',, I,.,  ••uiii   i,;,ve  prove.!   to  you  t'l.i'   the  -perfect 
la.jy'   ivpiv-eiits   th.'    .ntell.vtual    m.   i.'>.   than    the   political 
mu^i.lle.   ju>t    a>    -li.'    i-    ^iirr..iind.d    by    tii.'   showy    and    not 
^'■i-\    iastui.ir  pr.iiliiets  ..f  an  imlii-iry  wlii.b  is  alwa\s  airninfr 
■li    d'-iroyin;:   it-   w..rk    in   ..rd.M-  t..   replaee   it    by  sornethint,' 
'■!-.■.     W!i..n  y.Mi  ieav..  h.^r  m.u  say  t..  v..urs,.|f :  Sh,.  certainly 
ha-  MijM'nor  ideas!     And  y..ii  belicv  it  all  the  more  because 
-ho  will  have  sc.iinded  your  heart   with  a  delicate  touch,  and 
liav..  a>ke.l   voii  y..ur  .secret.-:  slu>  air.^ct^  i.L'noranci',  to  learn 
'■v.Tvihini;-;  tiler.,  are  some  tiiiiiirs  sh.'  nes.r  know.-\  not  even 
when  .-II.'  know-  them.      Vou  alon-'  will   be  un.'asy,  vou   will 
know  rDthinir  "l'  the  .-late  of  her  h.art.     Tin.  irreat  ladies  of 
"''I   ll.iunt.'.!   th.-ir   love-atFair-.  with   new-j.apers  and  adver- 
ti-ni|.ni-:  in  th.-..  -lavs  the  hi.iy  lias  h.-r  litt!.-  passion  neatly 
rnlc!   like  a   -beet   of   musir  with    its  cnitc-lh.ts  and  (piavers 
■  iiid  minims,  its  r.'st-,  its  pau^-.-s,  ,!-  shirps  to  sjf^i  the  kev. 
\   in.. re  Weak  woman,  she  i-  an.xioii-  not  to  compromise  her 
l"v.'.  <>r  Ii.T  hu-band.  ..r  tho  future  of  her  children      Xamo. 
p'^-ition.  and   fortune  ar.'  no  loniriT  flaps  so  respected  as  to 
i'rnii.ct  all  kin.ls  .)f  m.^rchamlise  on  hoard.     The  whole  aris- 
■■"■v:h-\    no   l..no-i  r   a.lvances    j,,   a   Inidy   to  .screen   the   lady. 
■^' ■    1ki>  n..t.  lik.-  til.'  irreai  la.iv  of  tli.'  past,  th.'  demeanor  of 
■'  ftv   antagonism:   ,-h,.  .an   .-ni-li   nothimr  un.ler  f.)ot,  it   is 
''•'■   ^^l'"   """i'i    !"■   erush(.d.      Thus   -he   i-   apt    at    .Fe-nitieal 
'.(■::'-  {■niinir,  -).,.   j.;  ,.,  creature  .,f  ...piivoca!  (>omproinises, 
ol  i:iiarded  proprieties,  of  anonymous  pa.ssi.)ns  steered  between 


if 


». 


■»1 


f!^,\^iy-j'^.  ma| 
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two  ret.f-lmm„l  .l,.,ros.  Sh.  is  n.  uuuh  afrni.l  of  hor  .orvant. 
a.  an  K..l,.lnn„„an  who  livs  i„  ,ln.,|  .,f  ,  ,p„,  .^'"he 
d-vorce-cuur,.  Tlu>  uo„.an-.,  ,,v..  .,  a  hall.  ..  a  t  L  ve 
ou  walku,,-.  a  .hn,.  a,  1...-;  .h.  ,,,,,,..,  ,,,,,.,,,2: 
"W'""  1"--^  -  -I'-v.ually.  SlH.  „„M  .reson-e 
JH'..<,.ll,Mln.r,M.Htio„a.  ala.iv.     Th,.  ,>  hrr  ,a^k  ^ 

■■'■'"•  '"  '""•  -i^'.v  n  ""man  .v,,u,|,air,l  hv  !„■,■  Im,-han,i    re- 
:^'"'''   '";'    "--^^'v  aliouan,,..   w„h   no  ..arna....   no   I,,,",,  ^ 


nolon-rrau,r,..  a  niai,!,  ora  tou-„>wo 
bcco 


Illc    loilt't,    is 

man  :  .-ho  i>  adrift,  and 


t)eco„u..a..|u,„.l.     Th,.Cannolhosw,ll„o,  ,.,.,.,,.,.,„..;;" 
won.an;    n    u.uhl    h.   h,.an,,.      Wo,,,.)    horlovor  -„      I      ' 

2t:i2r''''r  '^.'"^'^ '-'-I'"--".  Thus  I':; 

'    "y '•  .';"'>  '-'^   l-rhaps  .nc.  .ncaMo,.  ,o  .ahnnnv,  never  to 

'-KJ       In-        n  .   -d  tho  do|„hn:.l   frank,.,  of  ,ho  eH° 
""".''    :^'"-      -^^'--'-''l   -Mo„,   -wn,„on,atK.   of  an   tl 
"^  ".'I  ;.ro«-  ,;,,  „  „  ,1,  l,ko  th,.  th,n^  that 
'  "-hnh  ti-an-iiion  l,.ad>  ,iouho,v.  evrrvth.n- 
'■f   ■•""   '!'•■  ^'vat    li.un,   J„,,ik  i,;io  tlie 
'    '''■-■  ""'i""   1^  pn-vlv  ,M.,-M„al.     r  am  fullv 
'\--       I'">mI,1o  |o,-a  woman,  ovon  if  >l,e  were 
"TO!       to  ar.iu,,-o  hefon.  tho  a-o  of  iivc.-and- 
'     ■"■   '<""" ''■<!-(■  of   t,.,il,.s.    (ho   practice 
"1""-'^"  '    ^'"all    ihin;:..    the    ,„usical 
"'•"■',1-.  the  an-eiic  hc.iovihncnts  and 
^"■"••''  '•""'  ">'■  >il.'ncc.  th..  scrionsness 
;.",  •""'   """  "I'tuscne.s.   the  diplomacy 
,  fii'li   make  np  the  porfeet   ladv."' 

:i  woman  connne  il  fniil .'-  1"  nict  lad}, 


in  whit  (i  n      iiiiL"  th. 

has  vai 

is  a  m 

l'ack;:r 

'•"nvuii  I  t 
irn  el'  .'  : 
twcnt\  .he 
of  iiiamjeiu 
ton.  d  h 
inn<  cui 

and   ,    .    ha, 
and  tho  iirn   r.ij 


e!.., 


"^^hen  she  has  no  -rn 


in<.  slio 


A..<.».''B,„n*,  „,,,,,.;, :,,;,,,;Li;::'r::-::^.f« 


■•7f' 
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stolen  planoo.  wliidi  miirht  make  tliftii  sfH-m  praiso  frankly 
addn-x'.l  in  Camill.'  Maiiiun.  "'I'liis  epi^rram  is  not  mine, 
but  .\iij,.)ltM)n"s,"'  iic  addi'd. 

"^oii  mrd  not  owe  Xapolcon  any  ^Tiidiri'  on  that  score," 
.-.lid  ('analis.  with  an  rini.halic  tone  and   ircstiirc.     "it  was 
on.'  of  hi>  weaknesses  to  hr  jValons  of  literarv   1,^.11  ins— for 
lie  had  his  mean  points.     Wlio  will  t'ver  explain,  <iopict,  or 
under.-land    Xapolron  y     A    ,„an   ivpre>ented   with   his  arma 
foldrd,  and  who  did  ewrvthinLT,  who  was  the  ;:reatest  force 
ev.T  known,  the   most   eoneentrated.  the   most   mordant,  the 
nio.t  aeid  .d'  all  forces;  a  sin-iilar  irnnus  who  carried  armed 
eiMlixatioii  ill  cvcrv  ilireelion  without   llxin^r  jt  anvwhere;  a 
man  who  coidd  do  evcrvthin-  l„.,au-r  he  willed  cvervthing; 
a  prodii.rioiis  jihenomenon  of  will,  (.on.jiicrimr  an   illness  by 
a  haitle.  aiul  vet  (hmmed  to  di,.  ,,f  disease  in  hed  after  living 
1"  lii"  niid-t  .d'  hall  an.l  hulhi-  a  man  witji  a  eodo  and  a 
sword   m   his   h-iin,   word   and   deed;   a  elear-sicrhted   spirit 
that  foresaw  ev.  rvlhin-  hut   hi.  own  fall;  a  eaprioious  poli- 
tKian  who  ri-ktd  men  hv  handful-  out  of  eeonomv.  and  who 
.-piired  three  head,— tho>o  of  Talleyrand,  of  Pozzo  di  Borgo. 
and  .d'  Metternich,  diplomatists  whos,.  death  would  have  saved 
the  Fivneh  Kiiipiiv,  and  who  sermcd  to  him  of  i:r,ater  weii^ht 
than  thousands  of  >oldiers;  a  man  to  wh.un  nature.  a.s  a  rare 
pnvile,i,'(.,  had  iriv.n  a  heart  in  a  frame  of  hronze;  mirthfnl 
and  kind  at  midm-ht  amid  women,  and  next  mornin>:  manip- 
ulatini:    Knrope   as   a   youn-   <:n-\    mi.^dil    amii.se    herself    bv 
splashin-  the  water  in  her  hath!    Ilypoeritical  and  generous"; 
loving  tawdrin.'ss  and   simplicity;  devoid  of  taste,  hut  pro-' 
i'<ting  the  arts;  ami  in  spite  of  the.,,  antithe-r.,  n^allv  great 
in  everything  hy  instinct  or  hy  tem|ierament  ;  Ca-ar  at^fivo 
and-twenty.   rroinwell   at   thirtv;  an.'   then,   like   mv   -nxvr 
buried  in   i'ere  Lachais...  a  good  hushand  ;ind  a  g<iod  father. 
Ill  -liort.  he  improvised  public  works,  empires,  kings,  codes, 
V'  I  .s.  a  romance— and  all  with  more  raULre  than   precision.' 
ibd  lie  not  aim  at   makim:  all   Europe  France?     And  after 
makini'  u<  weii:b  on  the  eartli  in  such  a  wav  a-  to  cliant'e  the 
laws  of  gravitation,  he  left  us  poorer  than  on  the  dav  when  ho 


k  V 


Il  }   < 
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of  bloo,   ami  M,|.|„.rs.    A  nun,  all  ,h.,u,'!u  an-l  .illaetion    who 
coinpnluTKl,.,!   i»,..aix  and  |m„i,1,.' - 

iriic  Kiii^' .     said  (Ic  .Mar-av. 

"Ah'  vat   a   plrashr,.  it"  is   to  .iidiist    v,l,.   yuu   talk/'  ^aid 

"Hut    dn    Vn„    s„p,,n„„    ,1,,,     „,,    ,,,„.„    ^^.,,    ,_^^, 

for  t  WM.luum.  ol  <.nnv,.,..mo„  a>  vo..  do  tor  ,1,,,-..  of  da„,  ni 
0     of  rnus.c.  your  lomuH.  wonid   |„.   ,nad..,ua,.. !     There  is 

no  second  perlonnam-,.  of  the  san,..  Hash  oluu  •• 

n^f  vi-itl             -i       ■'""■"'■  ''"  ^'"''^"""-  -'•'  —  ::  the  wo- 
in  thise  dav..  under  a  rtVi.ne  wl.i.h  .nak-s  ,.v,.rvll,in.r  .uuiU 
yjH.   ,,n.i..r  s„,all  d,sh,.s.  s.all   , small   pu,,..:  "f 

th  t  «"    ""        """■^''^''"■'•^-    --'"    '-''-.    '!'H-    .iKit    prove 
U^     .on.ntoohaw.,ro.n.nalh.r.    Whv  should  th.  human 
h  art   change   he.au..   vou   ,1,^,,...  .vo„r  .-oat?     I„  al]   a-^es 
t  "•  passion,  will  ren,ain  th.  -ame.     1  know  ea.s  of  beaut  fu 
d-ot,on.   of   suhlum.  sutrern,...   whi,.h    laek   tho   publ-I     !!^ 
the  glory,  ,t  you  ,hoo.,_wh,.h   for„„.r!v  .av.  lu'tre  to  the 
errorsot  son,e  wonu.,.     Hut  ,ho„.h  on.  n,av  not  l,!^el  ' 
a  King  of  I- ran.e.  one  ,s  no,  ,h,.  1,,.,  ,„  .v,„„,  Son.l     Do  vou 
bol.eve  that  our  dear  .Afanpn..  d'H-pard   is  not  the  p   ^r  o 
Mada..e  Doubh..  or  Madan.  du    iMlan,.   ,„   w,,;..' ^  o,n 
so   nuch   evil    was   sj.nkon    and    done^      I.    po,    TaHioni    « 
^a^ch    orCann.r.oyorAIainu-anthee.p,aIofsJ,n.?:;it 

tun  .      U  at  this  n,om..|„.  ,hrni„d.  the  fani,  of  tho  (Jroeers 

hmpire  it.  distin-n,,-!,,,,.^  -lamp  as  ,he  a...  of  Unis  XV   had 
and^w.no,.tssp,.,nd,„.fa,,u,o,.,     .la..  „..,  sei.nees  S 

"i  am  quit.-  of  you-  „p..,„„  madam..:  the  women  of  this 
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^^\iu.n  p..t..n,,  .l,all  l,av..  r„ll..v..,  „s.  will  not  MaZe 
^'■'■"";."''-  "I'lH'ar  !i.  pru|.nrl,.m>  as  li,„.  ,,<  tlmse  of  tlu-  most 
"•■"'"'"'":'""•■""'•  'I-  i'.'M?  W,.  h,n,.  M.a.l..  .o  murh  hi.- 
"H    h;u  lu>tnn;nM  will  l„.  l,,,!,,,,.;    tI„.  a..-  of  L.nis  XIV 

.;nl  l.ui  on.,  ^ladam,.  .1,.  S.v,.,,.;  u..  |,av..  a  ,ho,,-aml  now  in 

.■m-  «hn  .vrtainiy  wru.  I,,.,,,.,-  ,han  .1,.  .1,.],  an.l   who  .lo 

'■      i"'M.>  .    .I,,.,,-   I..,,..,..      \V|,.,l,.,r   ,1,..    l.-,..,„„|,,on,an    bo 

■'''••''     i'^''-'-'-'    '•">>■    '"•  .un.u    hnlv.  .Ik.  w.ll   always   be  the 
Honian  anions,'  wimicn. 

••I^.ni!..  IJln,.!.,  has  ..v.n  us  a  pu-tur.  of  ,h.  fascination. 

I'     ;;   """"I"   '"    "^-  ;'''>•  ^    '""•   "•    n.v.|.   this   nvau.ro  who 

M.  Ihat.uonh  l„.h,.roH..  An.l  i,  n,u>,  h.  sa-l,  vour  faults, 
'...•Mhun....  a.y  all  tho  n>o.v  po..„Val.  [....aws..  tlu.v  must  always 
■"'.I  undcTall  un.un.stan.v,  ho  s.nronndod  hv  creator  porils. 

iK'Vc-  soon   n.uoh  01   ,ho  world,   1    havo  studiod   k   pjrhaps 
"•:•    •'"■^   I""    ■"   on...   when.   ,ho  illo,..ditv  of  vour  foolmL 
-.l.t    Ik.  .■xou.od     I    havo  always   „,..„vod    thJ  olToets  oJ' 
-""^v   not   what   oha.)o.^-whuh  you    n,av  ,,,11    Pn.vidonce^ 
""■v'inbly  ovorwholnun-  ^u,h  as  w,   ,  ,,n>.dor  lidit  won.en  " 

■     H-.     said    Madamo  d.   \  and.nos-o.  "that   we  can  be 
^M'Mi  in  otluT  wavs 

/•"!',    H    the   (omto   do    Vand<nosso    proaoh    to   us!"  ex- 
<;Miiiird  .Madam.,  d,.  S.'.rizy. 

••Uah  all  ,]„.  ,non.  r..a:.,n  h-.-au-..  h-  has  pr.-aolu.d  a  great 
■•'■'I  i'.v  (.xan.plo.    .ai.l  ih..  Ramnn..  ,1.  \u,.in.vn 

■""  n,y  h.)nor:-sai.l  C.n.Tal  .!..  Montnvi.au.  "i„  all  the 
.lrama>-a   wor.l   vou  arv  v..,-y   f„n.l  .d".-  h..  .ai.l,  l„„k,n..  at 
l'..nd..      ••„,  wln.-h  tho  f!n,,.r  of  (i..,|   has  i..,en  visdd..;the 
-^'^n.rhth,!    I   ,,,,   ,^.„^,^,.    ,,.,,   ^.^,,.^.    ^^^,^^_,   ,^^._^^^   1^^    ^__^ 

-U-.d!.  t.ll  MS  all  ah..ut  it  .-  cried  La.lv  Barunore;  "I  love 

("  -liu.l.lor  I 

"Ir  is  (ho  tast.>  of  a  virtuous  wo„,an.-  replied  do  Marsav 
">"kin-  at  Lonl   F)udl..v-s  |ov,.|v  .lau-htor 
'•I>urin.  the  can.paign  of  1»1-.',"  General  de  Montriveau 
17 
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H 


boKiin,  "I  w.i-  t!i.'  iinohiiiiiin  caii-c  of  n  tirriljlf  (li.*a.>t..r 
whu-h  iiiiiy  I,,.  ,.r  ,„,.  .,,  y„u.  Doctor  I'.i.imhon."  tuinm^' 
to  III...  "Hiur,  uliil,  ,l,.\uiii,,r  \,,  irsrlf  t..  tlir  liiuiian  body, 
you  .•oiKvrii  ynurM.ir  .,  n,,,,,!  ,Ua\  unh  th.  iinn.l  ;  n  may  tt'iul 
to  solve  -oin,.  of  the  pi. .1,1,. Ill,  ,,r  llii-  «i||. 

"I    H-;is   ;:.,in-   t!iron,-!i    my    >- ron,|   ,  .im|.iii.i:n  ;    \    ..njovcl 
daiiL'.T.  iind  l.-iii-lir.i  iit  .•\,.ryiliiii.L:.  lik,.  th,.  voiim,' and  ''■'», ji^h 
liiMitciiani    uf   arlillcry    ihai    I    wa-       Wli,,,    « ,■'  n.ach-d    th,. 
Hcn-iiia.  ih..  army  had.  a>  you  ki,    u.  |,„i  ;,||  ,1,-,  ipliii,.,  and 
Iiad    toi-Mtt,n   military  ohrdun,-,..      h   „.,,s  j,   ,„,.,||,.v  „|-  „„.„ 
of  all    naiioii..   iiiMimtivrly    makiii.-   lli.-ir   wav    finm    north 
to  south.       Th,.  sohli,  1-  would   dri\,.  a   -.■iicra'l   in  ra;rs  and 
ban-foot   away    from   their  tin-   if   h..   hrmiLdit    f...itl„.r  wood 
nor  vieinalv     After  the  iia»a-e  of  tins  fam^uis  river  disorder 
dxi    not   dimini-h.      I    had   (o,i„.  ,|iii,.f|v   and    alom-.   wiihoiit 
food,  out  of  the   mar-he.  of  /,.„  I,,,,,  ,ui.l   wa.  waiideriii-  in 
s.-areh  of  a  1   .iim-  wheiv  |  mi^^rh,  |„.  ,,,!„.„  j„      K,,„i,„.  ,„„„,^ 
or  drnen   a.vay    from    iho-e    1    ,.ai„e  aero--.   ha|i|Mlv   towards 
evenin-   i    pencived  a  u  •■.•lehed   littl.    l'oli..h   farm,"  of  which 
nothin^r   can    -ixe  y„u    aiiv    id,  a    mil,    ,    voi,    hav.>   ^rm    tho 
woo<len    hoiiM.s   of    |,ow,r    \ormamlv.  „r"tlie   poorest    fann- 
buiidm-.  ol  la   I5,.au,e.     T^  .-,■  ,!w,  '!,n--  eon-,st  of  a  -in-le 
room    with  on,.  ,.,„|  ,|ivi,le„  ,,ir  I,,    ,   ,v,,...|en   partition,  tlie 
sniallor  division  servm-  a-  a  -t'lre-room  i.,r  f„r.v'i} 

"In  the  darkness  of  twili;:!,,  J  ,.o„|,|  ,„.,  seea'"faint  smoke 
risinp  above  this  hou...     i|,,pin-  to  lin.i  then-  some  comrades 
moro   compassionate    than    th,,-    I    had    hitherto   addre..,.d 
I  boldly  walked  a>  far  a-  the  farm.     On  p>in-  in,   !    found 
the  table  lai.l.     S,.veral  otlicrs.  an,|  with   them  a  woman— 
a  common  si-ht   eno,i^rh-_„,.re  ,.atin-  potato.-s.  som.-  horso- 
flosh   broiled   ..ver  the  eli,in-,,al.   atid   .ome   fro;^,.n   fK'ctroofs 
I  rpco^rnixe.l  anion-  tlie  .ompanv  two  or  three  artillery  cap- 
tains of  th..  rcfrim.iit  in  whi.h  I  had  (ir<t  ^erv.-d      \  wa.  wel- 
<omed  with  a  shout  of  ae.lamation.  which  w,.nl.l  have  amaz.'d 
nu'  irreatlv  on   the  oth.-r  >i,le  of  tli,-   Her.-ina  :   but   at   this 
nionn.nt  the  cold  was  I....  inlen.,-:  mv  r..l|ow-,,|he..r.  were  re«t- 
in-    thoy  wore  warm,  tla-y  ha.l   food,  and   the  room,  strewn 
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wall  inis>..s  uf  >tnnv,  ;:av..  th,.  ,,ru,„.M.  uf  a  .Mi^ht f.il  ni;:!,t. 


\\  !•  iIhI   not   ii-k    fm-  -> 


'   """li   111   'I'"-  'lav-.      Mv  rnmnuU'^ 


;>'    '"•i-i^'  |.lnlan,l,n.,u...      I   ..,   down    to  .at  .„  0,,.  of  ti>.. 
liunillc-.  o|  .-I  raw. 

.    "At  Ih.  .•...!  .,f  (h..  tal.l...  l,v  III-  >i.l,.  of  th.  ,loor  np,.nin.r 

:;■;';  ''•;•'-';'  H..  ,,HM  .s,raonlM.n-v  M,.„  I  .;vr  saw  an.on. 

H^'wasan   Itahan       Xnu.  u  1,..,,..,^  Innnan   ,utnr..  is  tn.Iv 
.'-n>    l„.|an,l,o.,l„.  . South.  ,t,sn.allvs„|.l„„...     I  ,lo  not 

";;;;"-''t"'^;''''''^'''-^' '•"'''-'•-•' ''''■'-'•••■ fain..ss^ 

Italians  when  tli.-v  aiv  lau-      Ii  1,  ,  \,     ,  ;,,  ,,  , 

•  I'll.        II     i>   (  \i     (l>n  ',  r»  nrcia      V    linrlnr 

,,  ,       ,  -    '  ""   '    "•"'   III''  larita.-tual   portniit  of 

' '"."""'"'  ^'^'■"•'"■'1  li.v  (harl-s  ,\o,lu.r.  I   foun,!  mv  own 

^■nsatmns  ,n  ..v.rv  o, (  |,i,  .l,,,,,,,  pl„,,„,.     lu^h-.m' thvn 

^"  '•  "■"'  '""•'•"-''  '•>■  tf-  KiiiP'Tor  r,. ,.:„,,-,„...,     , ; 

;--.-N..satjHlnun.,.l.aM.,,,,..„,„^^ 
'i-   »nn.  anl.    an.l    a.lnnrahlv    prn,,ort,o„..,|-a    littl.    .tout 
I-M.S     ut  prod,,io„.Iv  pou,.rfuU..,nv,  an.l  H J-1,Jm 
l]r'o'l         '"'^   '''-'<   ''-■  '--'•-'•i-i.   -rls  show 

Lr  ;';:';?' V~    ^^''T^''    "•'""^■"■^^    I-   l.a.l    .nan 


noM-  (k'licat.Iy  formed.  „(  w 


ii'li  "i"'  tip  used  to  i„romo  nat- 


'■"^     llB.r-il;il,.v  .■„,-„,,„,„,., „.n,.f,l„    '     Si 

f'll  yon  notliiii:,  ai.ont   if  von  wili  I. .v..  ,1,  .      •        . 

iM.i-in-  of  it    '   V.  ""'  "PP'"*f"n'tv  of 

J  "  -in„  of  ,t.      No  .,„,■  ..nul.l   1...  ,,,i,„   i„   ,,„  pr,.,„n,,;      j 

.  !.  .  >  n^n  ar  fan.,v  to  n,.-  that  h.  thon.h,  ..vrvthin.  I 
•  1  ri_d,t  \\h,.n  h.  wa.  ,n  a  ra.v  hl^  hp.u-  wa.  !,-„it  ,nd 
/'/"''^'■'•■^  '^'.''r  '-'!'''•■  •■nns  forehead  .H   in  a  d/^ 

pZ;;'^'"'"- '" '^'■''^-""-•^ '"-^ii'-  This ma:t 

^1  .  P  hap.,  e^en  „,„re  lernfvin.r  than  the  ..na.m.tie  fla^h.^ 
;;  .J.lm.eves.  I.  vl,o,e  fran.e  ,„ivered.  and  h.  stn.  J^^ 
.-•at  a..  ,r  ua.s  n,  h,s  normal  s.ate.  U.an.e  almost  unbounded 
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'Ho  ppoke  with  n  ^tron-  -iitlnnil  mil.     Hi 


as   powtrl'i 


ilS     tllilt      (l| 


Cliiir.'i's    Xddicr's    O 


^irc.  at  least 
uli'l.    threw   an 


incredihlc  fuliK'ss  of  ton,,  into  the  -vllahle  or  ihr  con^nnaiit 
in  which  this  idirr  was  soiiiiiIim].     'i'hmiLrh   thi-   t'aiiltv 


nuncialion  was  at  liinc 


or  wiicii  ho  wa> 


firo- 
a  u'racr.  when  i-ounnaniliiiir  liis  inon, 


hoard  it.  w 


1.-  cxciti'd.  von  cannot  iniaLri 


no 


unh's.- 


vou  had 


lai 


orcc  was  oxprc 


liv  till-  airiMit.  wh 


ion   the  Colon 


and 


I  aris  is  so  coininrtn.     W 

blue  eve-  wore  aii,i:clicallv  -wi'oi. 

a  most  chrirniinir  i'\]ir('«ion.     On   parad 

of    Italv.    not    a.    man    could 

d'Orsay  hiniscjl",  the  liand-oinc  d"() 


(ii  at 


cl  wa-  i]nic-i-ciit.  Iii> 
is  smooth  lirow  had 
'■.  or  with  the  armv 


colonel  on 


compare    with    him. 


r-aw  wa- 


the  occasion  of  the  last  review  held  h\-  X 


before  the  invasion  of  Rns-ia. 

"Everythiiii^'   wa<    in    contrast^    in    tl 
Passion  lives  on  contract.     H 
lie  exerted  over  women   tiie   irresi-tible   inlhi 
our  nature  yield.- 
de  ('adiirnan- 


Ind-rd, 

hy  our 

[ipolonn 


lis   exci'ptional    man. 

ence  you  iie.d   not  a>k  whether 

I'llce-i    to    which 


and  the  eciieral  lo 


at  th( 


mice; 


'as  vitreous  matter  is  r 


of  th 


noiildei 


e  i:lass-t)lower:  still. 


mig:ht 


hv  a  smunilai'  f.Malil' 


1  under  the  pipe 
an  oliserver 


?ht  perhaps  explain  the  phenomenon- the  Colonel  was  not 


a  ladv-killer.  or 


'To 


was  indiirerent  to  ^\\r]\  sn( 


few 


,<nve  you  an   idea  of  lii-  \  iolc-iu  i 


wil 


■11 


von  m  a 


words  what   I  once 


■me'  onr 


We  were  drai:< 


by 
oth 


•aw  him  do  in  a  paroxy-m  of  furv. 
run-  lip  a  \en-  narrnw  road,  hordered 


a  somewhat  lii;.di  -lope  on  one  .id.',  and  hv  thickets 


icr. 


When 


we  wen>  ha 


If 


on 


the 


wav  no  w 


of  artillerv. 


e  met  another  re^dmi^nt 


Its  colonel   niareliin^r  ;,t  the  head.     This  col 


wanted   to   make   the  captain    wh 
foremost  hatterv  liack  down  aL^■li!l. 


onej 


refused;  hut  the  (f>loneI  of  the  oth 


fo 


reniost   batten-   to  ad 


Vance 


md 


<>  was   at    the   \u-:](]   of  our 

The  captain,  of  course. 

er  reeinienl  siL'ned  to  his 


m 


piti 


driver  took  to  keep  /inion--  tlie  -rruh.  the  whee 
pun  struck  our  captain's 


.f   th( 


care 


the 

if  the  first 


over  on  the  near  sid( 


)f  h 


n.Ldit  le;:  ;|,i,i  hroke  it.  throwiin:  hi 


ni 


moment.     Our  Colonel,  w 
that  there  was 


All  thi-  wa-  the  work  of  a 


i'>  wa-  Inn  a  littl-  wav  off,  'n\( 


sed 


a  (juarrel;  he  irallopcil  u[>,  ridin-:  amon'r  the 


tf  f 
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2ti1 


puns  at  t!i.    risk  of  fallinLr  with  his  hor-o's  four  foot  in  tlii 


air,  and  r 


lUH 


(1  tl 


ic 


It.  face  to  faco  with  the  other  colon( 


at  tho  vorv  iiioniont  when 


th 


('  oa 


N'( 


ir  It 


ilian  CM  I 


Inlicl 


ptaiii  foil,  oallinp' out  'IIolp' 


was  no  lonijcr  liunian 


F 


nam 


hkr 


the  trotli  of  chainpai.'nc  rose  to  liis  lips:  he  roarcl  iiiart 
latoly  like  a  lion.     Inoapahlo  of  uttorin<:  a  wonl.  or  I'v 


K'U- 


cn  a 


(TV, 


in; 


;i(lo  a  torrific  sijjnal  to  his  antaponi.-t,  jiointini:  to 
the  wood  and  drawin.LT  liis  swnrd.  Tho  two  colonoN  wont 
a~ido.  In  two  sooorids  wo  saw  our  Colonel's  opponent 
stretched  on  tin-  <rroirnd.  his  skull  split  in  t 


wo. 


Tl 


lie  soldiers 


'f  his  roginiont  hacked — yes,  by  heaven,  and  pretty  quickly 


too. 


'"The  captain,  who  had  l)een  so  nearly  orushe<l.  and  who 
lay  yeljiini:  in  the  puddle  where  the  .pun  carria,i:c  had  thrown 
hini,  iiad  an  Italian  wife,  a  beautiful  Sicilian  of  Mes-ina, 
who  was  not  indifferent  to  our  Colonel.  Tliis  circumstance 
had  ag<:ravato<]  his  rafre.  He  was  pledircd  to  protect  the 
liu-band,  bound  to  defend  him  as  lie  would  have  defended 
tho  woman   herself. 

"Xow.  in  the  hovel  beyond  Zombin.  whore  I  was  so  well 
received,  this  captain  was  ?ittin<r  opposite  to  mo.  and  his 
wife  was  at  the  oth(>r  end  of  the  table,  faeinj,'  the  Colonel. 
This  Sicilian  was  a  little  woman  named  Kosina.  very  dark,  but 
with  all  the  fire  of  the  Southern  sun  in  her  black  Oiuiond- 
shapod  eyes.  At  this  moment  she  was  deplorably  thin :  her 
face  wa.s  covered  with  dust,  like  fruit  exposed  to  the  drought 
of  a  highroad.  Scarcely  clothe^l  in  rags,  exhausted  by 
inarches,  her  hair  in  disorder,  and  clinging  together  under 
a  piece  of  a  shawl  tied  clos(>  over  her  head,  still  >he  had  the 
graces  of  a  wonuin  ;  her  movements  were  engaging,  her  small 
rosy  mouth  and  white  teeth,  the  outline  of  hi'r  features  and 
figure,  charms  which  misery,  cold,  and  neglect  had  not  alto- 
L'other  defaced,  still  suggested  love  to  anv  man  who  could 
think  of  a  woman.  Rosina  had  one  of  those  frames  which  are 
fragile  in  appinirance.  but  wirv  and  full  of  sprincr.  Her 
husband,  a  gentleman  of  I'ie(lmnnt.  had  a  face  expressiv(> 
of  ironical  simplicity,  if  it  is  allowable  to  ally  the  two  words. 
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Brave  and  wdl  iiifDnnnl.  he  Mcin.d  tu  know  iinthins  of 
the  toniR'tiion  which  had  ^Id)^i^t(■d  hcluicn  his  wifi'  aiiifthe 
ColorK'l  I'nr  thive  _vcar~  j,a-t.  1  aM-rihcd  thi^  iiiicun,vni  U> 
Italian  nianiuT.-;,  ur  to  .-oiiir  (h)iiic>tic  .-ccni  :  \,i  ihcn>  was 
in  the  inan's  countenaiiee  <>uv  Irjiluiv  uhuli "  ,ilua\ ,  iiUcd 
mo  with  irvcliiiitarv  di.Mnist.  111.-  uiidrr  hj,,  ulhrh  was 
thin  and  very  re>tle.^,-.  turned  down  at  tlie  ennuT-.  m^irad  of 
turning  np.  and  this,  a>  I  thou.i:ht,  Ixaraud  a  >ireak  ui" 
cruelty  ai  a  character  wiiieh  >eenied  .-o  phleirmatic  and  uidu- 
leot. 

"As  you  may  snppo.-e  tlie  conversation  wa-  not  vitv  spar- 
kling when  1  went  in.     .My  wrary  comrade-  atr  in  -ilr'nee;  of 
course,   they   a>ked    nie  .-ume  rpn>ti..n,-,  and    uv    rrlaird   our 
misadventures,   mingled    with    relleeiion-^    on    il„..   ,anipai-n 
the  general?,  their  ndstakes.  the  liii-Man^.  and  the  eojd.  "a 
minute   after    my    arrival    the    eol.nu.l.    havin-    lini.died    his 
meagre  meal,  wiped  his  niouMaehe,  Ind  us  grM,d-ni-hi.  Ami  a 
black  look  at  the  Italian  woman.  >avi!m-.  i{o>ina?-  and  then 
without  waiting  for  a  reply,  u.nt  into  tiie  litth'  harn  full  of 
hay,  to  hiuJ.    The  meaning  n(  ih,.  Cojniu.i-s  utterance  wa^  ^df- 
cvident.     The  young  wife  replied  bv  an  ind.>eril)ahle  .vesture 
expressing  all  the  annoyance  .die  <-ould  not  hut   feel  at^^eein-^ 
her  thralldom  thus  flaunted  without  human  dccccv.  and  the 
ofTence   to   her  .lignity   as   a    woman,   and    to   her"  husband. 
But  there  was.  too.  ,n  the  rigid  .  iimg  of  he-  features  and 
the  t.gdit  knitting  rd'  he,-  In-ows  a  .^ort  of  pre~e„timent ;  per- 
haps she  foresaw  her  fate.     IIo.Mua  remained  .piictlv  in  her 
place. 

_    "A  minute  later,  and  apparently  whc,  the  Clond  was  snu-- 
in  his  couch  of  straw  or  hav.  I,,.  ivp:-aled.  -K-oMnV' 

'-The  tone  of  this  -second  call  was  ev,.,,  more  hrutallv  n„o«- 
lon.ng  than  the  flr^t.  The  Cdoners  Mn,,,.  hurr.  and  the 
length  which  the  Italian  language  allow-  to  !«.  .iven  to 
vowels  and  the  final  svllai>le.  ,o„centrated  all  the  man's  des- 
potism, nnpatien.v.  and  -trength  of  will.  IJosina  turned 
pale  n,  she  rose,  passed  l.ehind  us.  and  went  to  the  Colonel 
All   the  party  sat    in    utter  silence;    I,   unluckily,   afrer 
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lookiiiL'-  nt  tlirrn  all.  lic-iin  Id  lau^'ii,  and  tlicn  thoy  all  laughed 
!n,..     ■ /'//  /■/(/(.' — yi)U  laugli?"  said  tlic  liusbaiid. 

'■'<'ii  my  hiiiKir,  old  coiiiradi','  .-aid  1.  l^'cominj;  serious 
a-ain.  '1  roiitVss  liiat  I  was  wroii.t::  I  ask  your  pardon  a  thou- 
sand linn-.-,  and  if  ymi  arc  noi  .-ali.-fird  l.y  my  apologies  1  am 
ready  to  gi\c  you  >ali>l'ailion.' 

•■•Mh:  It  i.,  i„,i  v(Hi  who  are  wrong,  it  is  I !"  he  replied 
eoldly.  '■ 

■•Tlirreniion  we  all  lay  down  in  the  room,  and  before  long 
all  wen,'  .-outui  a.-lccp. 

"'.\t\t  morning  cacji  oiif,  without  rousim;  his  nei'dibor 
or>ei>king  eompanion.-hip.  >vt  out  again  on  his  way,  with  that 
-  lli-hn.  -s^  which  made  our  rout  one  of  the  most  horrible 
draina>  u[  .-elf-secking.  mrlaneholy.  and  horror  whieh  ever 
was  (iiactrd  under  heaven,  \evertheless,  at  aiiout  .<even  or 
eiglit  hundred  paces  from  our  slielter  we,  most  of  us.  met 
auain  and  walked  on  to.i,r,.(l„.r,  l,kc  isvv^c  led  in  lloek.s  by  a 
ehild"s  wilful  tyranny.    The  same  neee.-sity  urged  us  all. 

••Having  readied  a  knnjl  where  we  could  stil!  see  the  farm- 
house where  we  had  -pent  the  night,  we  heard  souiuls  re- 
-eiiilijiiii:  the  roar  of  lions  in  the  desert,  the  bellowing  of 
b'lll.— no,  it  was  a  noi.-^e  whieh  can  be  compared  to  no  kn'i)wn 
ery.  And  yet.  mingling  with  this  horrible  and  ominous  roar 
w..  could  hear  a  woman's  feeble  scream  We  all  looked  round! 
Mixe.l  by  I  know  not  what  impulse  of  te-ror;  we  no  lon-^er 
-aw  the  hous.-.  but  a  huge  bonfire.  The  farmhou>e  had  bwn 
l>arricaded,  and  was  in  flames.  .Swirls  of  smoke  born<>  on  tho 
wind  brought  us  hoar.-e  <-ries  and  an  indescribable  pungent 
:\  tew  vards  Indiind.  the  captain  was  quietiv  af.proach- 


-luell. 

ing  to  join  our  (aravaii;  we  gaxed  at  him  in  silence.' for  no 
-ne  dared  .jiiestion  liim:  but  h...  understandim:  our  .urio^itv 
I'omted  to  his  breast  with  tin  -irefinirer  of  his  ri-ht  hand' 
and,  waving  the  left  in  the  direction  of  the  fire  he  said" 
'>'.n'io.'  "      ' 

"We  all  walked  on  without  savin<r  a  word  to  him." 
'•Tliere    is   nothin-    more    terrible    than    the    revolt    of   a 
cheep.'   said  de  Marsav. 
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"It  would  l,(.  fri,L'litfiil  to  let  us  leave  with  this  horrible 
picture  in  our  iiicinon ,'"  said  Madame  de  Montconiet.  "I 
shall  droaiii  of  it- "' 

'"And  wli;it  w:i-  the  [Minishnient  nf  Monsieur  de  Marsav's 
'P'irst'?"  s.iid   Lonl   I  )iiilley.  smiling'. 

"When  \]u  i;n-li~h  are  in  jest,  their  foils  have  the  buttons 
on,"  said  Blonde  i. 

"Mnn>ieiir  fiianehon  ean  tell  u<.  for  he  saw  her  dyincj," 
replied  de  Marsay.  tnniin;:  to  mo. 

""\  e-."  siii]  I  :  "and  li^r  er.d  was  one  nf  the  most  l)eautiful 
I  ever  saw.  The  Duki'  and  [  had  spent  the  r.ijxht  by  the 
dyin<r  wotnan's  pillow;  jMiIiiionary  eon-gumption,  in  the  last 
stage,  left  no  ho|K.;  >]„.  h^id  taken  the  sacrament  the  day 
before.  The  Duke  had  fallen  asleep.  The  Dnehr...  waking 
at  about  four  in  the  morning,  signed  to  me  in  the  most 
touching  way.  with  a  friendly  smile,  to  bid  me  leave  him  to 
rest,  and  she  meanwhile  was  about  to  die.  She  had  become  in- 
credibly thin,  but  Iver  face  had  preserved  its  reallv  sublime 
outline  and  features.  Fjcr  pallor  made  her  skin  "look  like 
porcelain  with  a  liLrht  within.  Her  bright  eves  and  color 
contrasted  with  tlii<  languidly  elegant  complexion,  and  her 
countenance  w.-is  full  of  cvpres-ive  calm.  She  seemed  to  pity 
the  T)uke.  and  t.he  feeling  had  its  origin  in  a  lofty  tenderness 
whuh.  as  death  approached,  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The 
silence  was  absolute.  The  room,  softly  lighted  bv  a  lamp, 
looked  like  every  sickroom  at  the  hour  of  death. 

"At  this  moment  the  clock  struck.  The  Duke  awoke,  and 
was  in  despair  at  having  fallen  asleep.  I  did  not  see  the 
gesture  of  impatience  by  which  he  manifested  the  r(>i:ret  he 
felt  at  having  lo<t  sight  of  his  wife  for  a  few  of  the  la.st 
minutes  vouchsafed  to  him:  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  any 
one  but  th(>  dying  woman  mijxht  have  misunder-tood  it.  A 
busy  state-man.  always  thinking  of  the  interests  of  France, 
the  Duke  had  a  thoii.^aiid  ..,1,1  wavs  on  th,>  surface,  .such  as 
often  lead  to  a  man  of  genius  being  mistaken  for  a  mad- 
man, and  of  which  the  explanation  lies  in  tlu'  e.xiiuisiteness 
and  exacting  need<  of  their  intellect.     He  came  to  seat  liimself 
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in  ;in  arnirliair  hy  lii»  wife"-  -idr.  and  lonkn]  fiXiMllv  at  licr. 
'I'lii-  flyiiii:  woman  put  Iut  li;nid  out  a  little  wav.  took  lier 
husliand".-;  and  cla-iird  it  fr(M\  .  and  in  a  low  hut  aptated 
voire  she  ?aid,  "My  poor  dear,  wlio  is  loft  to  undcfstand  you 
now?"    Thon  she  died,  lookinir  at  hini."" 

'•The  stories  the  doctor  tell-  ns."  -aid  the  Comtc  di'  Vando- 
i!e— e.  "alway-  h'ave  a  deep  iniprossion." 

"But  a  sweet  oiu-,"  auid  Madeinoiselle  de^  Touehes.  risint:. 

Paris,  June  1839-12. 
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{Se(ji/cl  to  "Another  ^^tmli/  of  \Vo7nan.") 

"All!  niii(i;iinc."  rtplicd  the  doctor.  '"I  liavc  soiiio  appalling 
-turn's  in  my  collection.  Hut  tiuli  one  liiis  its  proper  iioiir  in 
:i  innvcr>ation — you  know  tlic  })rcity  jest  rccoriicil  bv  Cliarn- 
t'lii.  and  said  to  the  Due  de  l'"ron-ac:  "lictvvccn  your  sally 
•  md  tile  present  riionient.  \'\v  ten  Itottles  of  chainpa^nie.'  " 

"Hut  it   is  t\v(»  in  the  Miornin;r.  and  the  story  of  Kosina 
ha-  prepareil  us."  said  the  mistress  of  the  house. 

■'i'ell  u.-.  Monsieur  Hianchoii  I"  was  the  crv  on  even'  side. 

'i'he  Dhli^Mii;;  doctor  bowed,  and  silence  roi^nied. 

■•At  about  a  hundred  paces  from  Vendome.  on  the  banks  of 
I  he  Loir,"  said  he,  "stands  an  old  brown  house,  crowned  with 
Very  lii<rh  roofs,  and  so  completely  isolated  that  there  is 
n.ithiii<r  near  it,  not  even  a  fetid  tannery  or  a  -scpialid  tavern, 
-!i(  h  as  are  commonly  seen  outside  small  towns.  In  front 
"f  this  house  is  a  ^Mrdeii  down  to  the  river,  where  the  box 
-liruijs,  formerly  clipped  close  to  ed.ire  tiie  walks,  now 
-tra<r,irle  at  their  own  will.  A  few  willows,  roott.'d  in  the 
-ireaiii.  have  urown  up  (juickly  like  an  enclosing  fence,  and 
half  hide  the  house.  The  wild  plants  we  ealT  weeds  have 
e!<jthed  the  bank  with  their  beautiful  lu.vuriance.  The  fruit- 
!rees,  ne<,dected  for  these  ten  years  |)ast.  no  longer  bear  a 
-'■"]',  and  their  suckers  have  formed  a  thicki't.  The  espalier.^ 
are  like  a  copse.  The  paths,  once  L'raveied.  are  overgrown  with 
[■iir-^lane:  but.  to  i>e  accurate,  then'  is  no  trace  of  a  path. 

"Looking  down  from  the  hilltop,  to  which  cling  the  ruins 
"f  th.-  old  casth-  of  the  Dukes  „f  Vend,',,ne.  the  onlv  spot 
'vlienr-e  the  eye  can  see  into  this  enclosure,  we  think  that  at 
•I  time,  diflicult  now  to  ileterminn.  thi^  ^pof  of  earth  must 
i.ave  boon    the  joy   of  some   countrv   Ln'ntleman   devoted   to 
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ru.M-  and   iiilip.,   in   ,,    uor.l.   Im   hniihiilt  niv.   l.nt   above  all 
'■^  '"^''''  "I'  '  li"i'''   iMiii.      An   ail,nr   i.   vimIi!.',  .,r  ratlii-r  the 
wreck  nf  an  arhnf.  and  iindr,-  m  a  tal.lc  .-till  Mand^  nni  ..[itiroly 
(Ic-strn.vr,!   la    ,,,nr.     At   iIp'  a-|ivt  nf  tlns  -ard,.,,   ihat   i>  no 
"""■'■•  ''"•  ""■-•i"^''  .l",v>  Hi   il,,.  iM,,crful   lif,.  „|-  lUr  provuurs 
iii.'iv  hr  diMiicd  a.  u..  diNinc  III,,  lu^torv  of  a   uorthv  trad.N- 
"'""   ^^'""  "■'■  ■•'■■"1  ''"■  "['itai-h  on   hi;  t,,nih.     To  (•oniplrt.- 
''"■   ""■"nihil   an,l   uu,U;-  nM|>iv>>iun,   uhuh   >vm-   the  m.uI 
""  '""■  "'■  11"'  «al!.  il„.,v  IS  u  Muidial  -nir.  d  uiil,  this  homely 
(  liri>tiaii  niMitn.  'I'llimnitt  ro</il'i.' 
.  '"'I''"'  '■""'■  "(  'ln>  hnu^r  i>  divadfiillv  dilapidafd:  the  out- 
sulo   .luuivix    an.    aluav.    Hu-rd  :    tlw    l,al..un,..s    an-    hui.L' 
With  Mvalluu-.'   ,1,..,,;    th.  do,,,-,  an.    fur  .^rv   diul       Stra^- 
glin-  Kra.M..  hav,-  oinlnird   th,.  ||a,^^,tnii,.<  „f  ,|„.  M..ps  with 
grirn;  liie  iroinvurk  i,  ni-tv.     .M„on  and  sun.  u-infr    sum- 
iiKT,  and  .n.,u-  have  rat- ;i  into  tli.  wood,  warin.d  lli.  boards 
f*'^''''  ""   ^''"  i'^'i"l-     Tb.  divary  siluur  is  broken  ..nlv  by 
birds   atid    eats,    puleeal^.    rats   and    tniee,    free   to   seanipc^r 
round,  an.l  li.d.t.  and  eat  eaeli  <,tiier.     An  inviMble  hand  has 
written  over  it  all:  •.M\>ierv." 

-If,  prompted   l,v  eurioMty.  you  go  to  look  at  this  house 
fn  .,  the  Mreet.  ym,  w,ll  ....  a  lar,v  ^^nW.  with  a  roiind-arebed 
op;   the  eliildren   lia\e   made    many   Imle,-   i„   it.      I    R-arned 
later  that  this  du„r  had  been  bloek..l  for  ten  vears     Thrnu^dx 
these  irr.-„lar  breaehes  y„i,  will  ..„  ,i,,t   the  >ide  towards 
the  e.Mirtyard    is  in   perle.-l    barm(,nv   with   tlie   >ide  towards 
the  garden.     The  .an,e  r„in  prevails.     Tufts  of  ^vri■,\,  outline 
he  pav,n^-.tones:  the  wall>  are  .cored  bv  enormous  eraeks, 
and  the  bl;K-ken..d  ,.op,n,-  ,.  bieed  with  a  tlio,i<an,i   festoons 
of  pellitory.     The  sto.ie  .tep>  .are  disjointed:  the  bell-c,.rd  is 
'■'>tti-n:   the   <rutter-spout<    lu-oken.      What    fire    from    heaven 
'•""    '■'V-  fallen  there?     Hv  what  deeree  has  .alt   been  .sown 
o"   tins  dwelling.'      Ha.   (;„d    be.m    moek,  d   here?     Or  was 
•ranee  betra\vd  ?     Tl    .e  are  the  ,,ue.,ion.  ^v.  ask  ourselves. 
Hepf,  es  erawl  oyer  it.  but  ,iv..  n„  reply.     This  empty  and 
de-erted    house   is   a    vast   enigma  of   which    the   answer   is 
i-''|''vn  to  none. 
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"Tt  w)!-;  foniit'ily  ;i  little  lidiiiiiiii.  In  Id  in  fief,  and  iis  known 
I-  i.a  (iramlr  iiri'irih,.  Durin;,'  ms  >i;iv  at  N'riidumi',  wjicre 
i  ir-lii.'iii-  liad  Icit  iiir  ill  charL'''  >'(  a  mli  ])atifii!.  the  sisrht 
■  ■(  tlii>  -traiii:''  dwrliiiit:  brcami'  mi,.  ,i|'  u\\  kiTiii'.-t  plfa-^ures. 
Wa-  it  not  far  hrttir  than  a  ruin?  Crrlaiii  iiK'niorKs  of  in- 
di-iiutal)li'  uutliciitinty  attach  thcm-rlvr-  t<>  a  ruin;  hut  this 
li"i!M'.  .-iill  >ianilin>r.  thnu^rh  hrin:,'  -jouly  dc~trovi'd  by  an 
IV. ii;:!!!;:  hand,  (niitaincd  a  secret,  an  iinrevcaleil  th()ni,'lit. 
At  the  very  lea^.  it  testified  to  a  caitrice.  More  than  once 
ill  ih.-  cvrnin-  I  hoanled  the  hcd,L'e.  run  wild,  which  sur- 
rounded the  enclosure.  I  hraved  scrateiies,  I  i;ot  into  this 
>wnerle->  iiarden.  thi-^  [dot  which  was  no  [onirer  puhlic  or 
f>ri\ate:  I  lin;j-ered  thero  for  hours  ^'a/in^  al  the  disorder, 
i  wuuld  not,  as  ilie  ],rice  of  the  story  to  which  this  strange 
-ccne  no  (h)uht  was  due,  have  asked  a  sin^de  iiiie-tion  of  any 
irn-.-ij.in-  native.  On  that  spot  I  wove  ddi^rhtful  romancps, 
and  ahandoned  myself  to  little  dehauche-  of  melancholy 
wluch  enchanted  nie.  If  I  had  known  the  reason— perhaps 
'juite  fommonplace — of  this  ne;:le(t,  I  should  have  lost  the 
unwritten  poetry  which  intoxicated  me.  To  me  this  refuge 
represented  the  nio.-l  various  iiha.-es  of  human  life,  shadowed 
iiv  misfortune;  sometimes  the  calm  of  ji  cloister  without  the 
nionks;  sometimes  the  firare  of  the  ;:raveyar<l  without  the 
dead,  who  speak  in  the  laniruaire  of  epitaphs;  one  dav  I  saw 
m  it  the  home  of  lepers;  another,  the  house  of  the  Atridii?; 
i'Ut.  above  all,  1  found  there  provincial  life,  with  its  contem- 
iilativt'  ideas,  it.-  hour-jrlass  existence.  I  often  W(>pt  there,  I 
never  lauirhed. 

".M<tre  than  once  I  felt  involuntary  terrors  as  T  heard  over- 
head the  dull  hum  of  thi'  winu's  of  some  hurrvin','  wood- 
piecon.  'J'he  earth  i<  dank;  you  mu>t  he  on  the  watch  for 
i.'ards.  viper-,  and  fi-nir-.  wanderim:  aboin  with  the  wild 
I'l-c'doiii  (d'  nature;  above  all.  you  mii-t  have  no  fear  of  cold, 
:"!•  m  a  few  moments  vnu   feel  an  icv  cloak  settle  on  vour 


ders,  like  the  (' 


neck. 


mimendatore's  liand  on  Don  Giovanni's 


'One  evening  1  felt  a  shudder;  the  wind  had  turned 


an 
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old  nisfy  wffith.nu.k,  mi:,)  jh,.  .Trakin^r  Hiiin.lrd  Hko  a  fry 
from  \hv  liMii-,.,  ;it  |||(.  wn  inninrnt  whrti  I  ua-  fliii~liin>; 
a  kI""IIi.v  .Irainu  |,,  acnimi  \:,y  iln-  .,101111111.  rital  .'inbodi- 
menl  .,f  wo,.  I  iviiini,,!  to  mv  inn.  Iu-t  in  ,_'In,,in\  ilinui,'hts. 
Ulicn  I  hail  -ii|.|.r,l.  ih,.  Iin.i...,  ,,iiiir  iiiiu  niv  rn.ou  with  an 
air  .,f  inv-irn.  ,,n,l  -aul,  -.MonM-ui-,  hrrv  1,  Monsieur 
Ut'^Miault.' 

"'Who  i-  Mon.-iiM:r  Krirnaiill  !'' 

"'Uliat,  >ir,  ilo  \.Mi  not  know  Morwi,.iir  I'cL'iianll  ?— Well, 
that's  0(1(1,"  >ai.l  xhc,  IcaMiii:  the  room. 

"On  a  Mi.i.l.'ii  I  siw  a  man  a|.jM.ar,  tall,  slim,  .]n.<<»-d  in 
black,  Iiat  in  hand,  who  .amc  in  lik.^  a  ram  rcadv  to  h,ut  lii^ 
opponent,  ^howm-  a  r-ivdin-  foivli.-ad,  a  -mall  pointed  head 
and  a  eolorle>s  fa.c  .,f  the  hue  ,,f  a  -la^^s  .,f  ,i,rtv  water' 
lou  vvoidd  have  taken  him  for  an  ndi.r.  The  Mran."',T  wore 
an  ohleoat.  mneh  w(,rn  ai  iho  .eam-;  |,„t  ho  had  a  diamond 
in  his  shirt  frii!,  and  j:o|,i  r;,,;.,,.  i,,  his  cars. 

"'-Monsieur,' said  I,-wli,,m  havo  1  the  Imnor  of  a(hlres..,n^'" 
-He    t„„k    a    eiiair,    placed    him-oir    in    front    of    mv    (1^ 


put  his  hat  on  mv  h 


hands :  "Itcar  me,  it  is  vcrv  o 
Re<rnaiill.' 


"'''■•  '"'d   aiiMvercl   uhil,.   he   riihhcd   his 


can 


.MoiiMciir,  1  am  Monsieur 
"l^was  •meoura-in-  myself  l,v  savin-  to  ni\<elf,  7/  bondo 


I  am,'  lie  went  on,  'notarv  at    \"ondonio." 
"-I  am  deli-hi,.,|  ,,,  h,,,r  it."  m,,n,-ieur,-  1  (..xelainied      'Rut 
I  am  not  m  a  po.Miion  t  ,  make  a  will  for  iva-..„.  hest  known 
to  inysell. 

"-One  moment!'  ,-aid  he,  hcldinu'  up  hi<  ham!  as  thou-di 

to  ^ra,„   ..,1,.,,,,^..      ._\||„„     „„._    „„„„j,,„^_   .,„,,^^.    _^^^,,       J    .^^^^    -_ 

formed  that  ymi  sonietinH's  iro  to  walk  in  the  -arden  of  la 
Grande  Hrefeehe.' 
I  es.  monsieur. 

'"One   moment!'   said    he.    repeatinir   hi<    -esturo       'That 
oonstUutes  a  mi>demea,io:.     Mon.ieur,  as  executor  under  the 

""'  '-:'•'■<  ■nmte...    le  Morret.  I  eome  m  her  name  to 
Ih;-'  you  to  di,seo..tinue  the  nraetieo.     One  moment !  I  am  not 
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;i  Tiirl;.  and  do  not   wi-li  to  iiiakt'  a  crinu'  of  it.     And  bo- 

-.i. -,  \«>ii  ar»'  I'lir  tci  l«'  i;:riiir:i!it  <>(  tlie  cirfiiiii't.uK  I'a  which 


Ijicl      lllf     t' 


>    li;l\<' 


thr    1 


iiif-t    iii,iii-ii)ii   HI    \  cniluiiiL' 


to   fa 


iiilii  ruin.      \i'\iTllirlc.«>,   iiiun-iciir,  mui   imi.-t    he  a  man  of 


nialion,  and  \uu  -\\i>u 


viiiiw  that  lilt'  law-  forlml.  iindiT 
a\y  piiiallif,«,  ,iii\   lii  -pa--  <>i\  riiclo.-cd  [irn|Hrty.     .\  hi'dge 


I-  ti 


ic  -aiiic  as  a  u.ili.      iliit,  tlic  .-tatf  in  ulncli  tlic  phice 


16 


i'li  niiiv  l)c  an  r\(  ii-r  lur  vour  curiosity.  For  my  part,  I 
-liiiiild  lif  (juitc  t  "iitt  III  t"  ii!.ik(»  yon  frci-  to  ciniic  atid  i,'ii  in 
llif  lidii-c;  hilt  lifill;.'  Iiniiiid  to  n>|uT|  tile  will  uf  tile  tt'stutnx, 
i"iiiir.  iiiuii.-it'ur,  t(i  l"u'  that  you  will  go  into  the 


1  i 


ia\i' 


th.'  1 


ardrii    III.   i.iiin.      I    nivsflf,    ninn^i''ur,   r^iui-r   the   will 


waa 


n  ail,  li,i\i' 


iiivcr  set   fool  in  tlu'  1 


iiiii;ic,  which,  as  I  had  the 
iDimr  of   informing  vou,   i-   pa.'t   of   tin-  cstalo  of  the  late 

fy 

ave 


.M 


ulaiiii'  dc 

,1 


.M 


orn 


t.     We  1 


ia\ 


(■  done  nolliiiig  tlitTt' 


but 


von 


liu'  luuiilirr  of  door-  and  windows  to  assess  tlic  ta.KOs  I  h 
)  poy  iiiiniMlly  out  of  thf  fund-  h  ft  for  that  puriiosf  hv  the 


i( 


lati.'  Madame  dc  .Mcrift.     .All  I  m\  dear  ?ir,  her  will  made 
L'rciit  eoiiimotioii  in  the  town. 


r\ 


K'    LTood 


man  ]iau-rd  to  hlow  hi-  nose.     I  respected  his 
vohihility,   pirfeelly   under-tanding  that   tlio  administration 


if  Madaiiii'  do  Merret"s  e.-tate  had  been  t 


le 


ivent  of  his  life,  hi> 
.\s  I  was  forced  to  hii 


most  important 


reputation,  his  ^dury.  his   Restoration. 
1  farewell  to  mv  beautiful  reverie.s  and 


romances,  I  was  to  reject  learning  the  truth  on  ollicial  au- 
thority. 

"'Monsieur,'  -aid  I.  'would  it  he  indiscreet  if  I  were  to 
ask  you  the  reason-  for  such  eccentrieitv  r" 

"At  these  Word-  .mi  e\pression.  which  revealed  all  the  pleas- 
'ire  wdiicli  men  fe.  ;  who  are  acciisttimed  to  ri(U^  a  lii>bhy, 
nerspread  the  lawyer'-  countenance.     He  pulled  up  the  collar 

lit   bis  sniilflMi.x.  ojiened   it, 


his  shirt   with   an   air.   took  o 


ind  offered  me  a  pinch:  on  mv  refusing,  be  took  a  large  one. 


lie 


was  happy  I     .\  m,;n  who  has  no  hobbv  docs  not  k 


now 


all 


;!ie  good  to  lie  got  out  of  life.     A  ho'  In-  is  the  happv  meilium 
lK>twoon   a  passion   and   a    monomania.      .\t   this   moment    I 


inderstood  tl 


i(^  wli(d(^  bearini:  o 


f  St 


erne  s  charming  passion, 


i 
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and  had  a  porf<vt  i.li'ji  of  the  dcliuht   wifh  whirli   aw  nnole 
Toby,    ( iifduraurd    hy    Trim,    hi'stnidc    his    hdbhv-hor-o. 

" 'Monsieur'."   >.in1    Monsieur    l.'rL'nuult,   "I    w;i<    head-clerk, 
in   Moii>ifur    Ifn-nin's   dilicc,   in    l';ifis.      A    tipM-rate   house 
whieli  you  nuiy  h,i\c  hear,!  inentioned  :■■     Ndl    .\n  unfortunate 
bankrujihy  nunle  it   famous. — Xot   lunini:  mnurv  ciiouirh  to 
purchase  a  [iraeticr  in   I'aris  at   (he  nrirr  to  \\liir!i  ihev  were 
run  u])  in  lsi»;.  I  came  here  and  hou.Liht  ni\  |'i"d(r(--or''s  busi- 
ness.    I  h;id  rehiti(uis  in  \'en(h"mie;  um   iii:  oihrrs.  a  weahhv 
aunt,   who  allourd   me  to   marry    h<'r  daii-liter.— Monsieur!' 
he  went  on  after  a  little   pau.-e.  'three   mont!i<  after  being 
licensed  by  the   Keeper  of  tb.^  Seals.  <uie  evenni-.  a-   1    was 
going  to  bed— it   was   l)efore   mv    inarriaL'i  —  I    wns   ^ent    for 
hy  Madame  hi  Comte^.-^e  i]r  Menvt.  to  her  ('b.lte;iu  <.f  Merret. 
Her  niaid.  a  good  girl,  who  is  now  a  servant  in  tliis  inn.  was 
waiting  at  my  door  with  tlie  Counte-;/  own  eiirriaL^e.     \h] 
ono  moment!    I   ought    to  tell  you   that    Mon-ieur  le  Comte 
de  Merret    bad    gone  to    I'.iri^  to   die   two    nionihs    !)el'ore    I 
came  here.      II,'  eame  to  a    miserable  end.   tiin-iiii:  himself 
into  every  kind  of  di.vMjiiii ion.     Vou  und'Tstand  i-' 

"'On  the  day  when  lie  left.  :\radame  la  Comtesse  had 
quitttl  la  (irande  Hivteelie.  bavin-  dismantled  it  Some 
people  even  ^ay  that  she  liad  burnt  all  the  furniture  the 
hanging.s— m  short,  all  the  chattel^  and  fiiniiiure  whatever 
used  in  furni>hing  the  piv-ini-es  now  let,  bv  the  <aid  M  — 
(Dear!  what  am  I  >aying:  I  be-  vour  pardon.  1  ihon.'rbt 
1  was  dictating  a  lease.)  — In  >hort.  that  she  bunn  every- 
thing in  the  meadow  at  .Merret.  Have  vo,,  been  to  Merrot. 
moiii^ieur:-— Xo,'  said  !h\  aiiswerim,'-  himself.  '  \h  it  is  a 
ven-  fine  place.' 

"'For  about  three  months  previously.'  he  went  on.  with  a 
jerk  of  his  head,  'tlie  ("ount  and  Countess  had  lived  in  i 
very  eccentHe  way:  thev  a.lmitted  no  visitors:  Madame  lived 
on  the  grmmd-floor.  and   Monneiir  on  the  first   floor      When 


the  Countess   was   li'ft 


alo!'.'.   Jie   was    n<'\er  seen   e\(>f^]itinL^ 


at  church.    Snbsequentlv.  at  li,,,.,...  at  the  chateau,  she  refusod 
to  see  the  friends,  whether  gentlemen  or  ladies,  who  went  to 
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call  on  her.  She  was  iil ready  very  iiuicli  altered  when  she 
left  la  (iraiide  Hretecho  i)  go  to  Merret.  That  dear  laily— 
I  sav  dear  lady,  for  it  was  she  who  gave  me  (his  diamond, 
liiil  indeed  I  -aw  her  hut  once — that  kind  lady  was  very  ill; 
>he  had,  no  dnuht,  jrivcn  up  all  hope,  I'or  .-he  dieil  without 
ciioo-ing  1(;  send  i'or  a  doctor;  in<leed,  many  of  our  ladies 
i'aiicied  she  was  not  (juite  right  in  her  head.  Well,  sir,  my 
.iirio-ily  was  strangely  excited  liy  hearing  that  .Madame  de 
Merret  had  need  of  my  services.  Xor  wa.s  I  the  only  person 
uiio  took  an  intere>t  in  the  alTair.  That  ver\'  night,  though 
It  wa.<  already  late,  all  the  town  knew  that  I  was  going  to 
.Merret, 

■■•The  waiting-wnman  replied  i)Ut  vaguely  to  the  questions 
I  asked  her  on  the  way:  nevertheless,  she  told  me  that  her 
mistress  had  received  the  SacramtMit  in  the  course  of  the 
day  .  the  hand>  of  the  Cure  of  ^lerret,  and  seemed  uiUikely 
•'>  live  through  th''  night.  It  was  about  eleven  when  I  reached 
tile  chateau.  1  went  up  the  great  staircase.  AftiT  crossing 
•nine  large.  lofty,  da  'k  rooms,  diabolically  cold  and  damp, 
I  ii  'led  the  state  bedroom  where  the  Countess  lay.  From 
rh'-  rumors  that  were  current  cnnrerning  this  ladv  (mon- 
-ieur.  I  >h(ni!d  never  emi  if  1  were  to  repeat  all  the  talea 
ih.it  wi're  told  about  her).  I  had  imagined  her  a  coquette. 
Imagine,  then,  that  I  bad  great  dillicully  in  seeing  her  in 
itie  L'feat  beil  where  >he  was  lying.  To  1h'  sure,  to  light  this 
'■normous  room,  with  old-fashioned  heavy  cornices,  and  so 
I'iick  with  <lust   that    merely  to  se(^  it    was  enough   to   make 

■  'Ml  -neeze.  -he  had  only  an  oM  .\rgand  lamp.  Ah  I  but  vou 
iiave  not  b(-en  In  Merret.  Well,  the  bed  i-;  on"  of  those 
•  li'l-wnrld  bed-,  with  a  high  te-ter  huiiu'  with  flowered  <hintz. 
A  -mall  table  stood  by  ibe  lied,  on  which  1  saw  an  '■Imitation 
•f  rliri-t,"'  which,  by  the  way.  I  bought   for  my  wife,  as  well 

■  i-  the  lamp.     There  were  al-o  a  deep  armchair  for  lier  con- 
■f'tnial  nuiid.  and  two  small  chaii'-,     Tbi're  wa-  no  fire.    That 

'V.I-  all  the  furniture,  not  enough  to  fill  ten  lines  in  an  in- 
"Utorw 
"  "My  dear  sir,  if  you  had  >eeii,  as  i  then  saw,  that  vast 
i8 
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room,  pafKTcd  iind  Iniivj:  with  l)niuii.  you  would  li;ivi>  fult 
yourself  traji.-poricil  int('  a  scene  of  n  roinaiicc.  It  wiu^  icv, 
nay  more,  runcrcal,'  and  he  lifted  hi?  hand  with  a  theatrical 
gesture  and  paused. 

"'By  dint  nf  seekin;.',  a.'^  T  apitrnnclied  llie  hed.  at  last  I 
saw  Madaiiio  de  :Merret,  under  tlie  ,e-liinniiT  of  t!ie  lamp, 
whiclt  fell  on  tlie  juHows.  ller  face  was  as  vellow  a^  wax, 
and  as  narrow  as  two  folded  liand-.  The  roimte-s  had  a 
lace  ca])  showin^u--  ahundant  liair,  hut  as  wliite  as  linen  thread. 
She  was  .^itlin^i:  up  in  hed,  and  seemed  to  keep  upriL'lit  with 
great  dillloulty.  Her  lar-e  hlack  eyes,  dimmed  ],y  fever, 
no  douht,  and  half-dead  already,  liardjy  moved  under  the 
bony  arcli  of  her  eyehrows.— There.'  he"  added.  jinJntinir  to 
his  own  brow.  'Her  forelu<ad  was  chunmy:  h,  r  fleshless 
hands  were  like  bones  covered  wiih  soft  skin:  tlie  veins  and 
muscles  were  jiei-feetly  visible.  She  mu.-f  liave  been  very 
handsome;  but  at  this  moment  I  was  start I.d  into  an  inde- 
scribable emotion  at  the  si-ht.  Xever,  said  tho^e  who  wrapped 
her  in  her  .-hroud.  had  any  livini:  creature  been  vi  emaciated 
and  lived.  In  >!iort,  it  was  awful  to  l.ehold  !  Sickness  had 
so  consumed  that  woman,  that  she  was  no  more  than  a  phan- 
tom. Iler  lips,  whieh  were  pale^  vi.)l,.i,  seemed  to  mo  not  to 
move  when  slie  spoke  to  me. 

"'Thou,2-]i  my  profession  has  familiarized  me  with  such 
Bpectacles.  by  callinir  me  not  infr.MiuentIv  to  the  b..dside  of 
the  dyin?  to  record  their  last  wishes.  [  eonfe.s  that  families 
in  tears  and  the  awnies  [  have  .s(>en  were  as  nothing'  in  com- 
parison with  t!iis]on,|v  and  -ihnt  woman  in  her  va.^t  chateau. 
I  heard  not  the  least  sound.  I  did  not  pen-ive  the  tnovement 
which  the  sufferer's  breathim:  ou-ht  to  have  given  to  the 
sheets  that  covered  her.  and  [  stood  nioiiotdess,  absorbed  in 
looking'  at  her  in  a  sort  of  stupor.  In  fancv  I  am  there  still. 
At  last  her  large  eyes  Tuoved  :  ^he  tried  to  raise  her  riirht  hand, 
but  It  fell  back  on  the  he,],  and  she  uttered  these  words,  which 
came  like  a  breath,  for  Ikt  voice  was  no  lon::er  a  voice:  "T 
have  waited  for  you  with  the  irreatest  impatience."  .\  hri^ht 
flush  rose  to  her  cheeks.    It  was  a  great  elTort  to  her  to  speak. 
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Madame,"  I  ho^'.m.    She  si;,'m'il  to  nic  to  bo  silent.    At 

that  iiioinent  tlie  old  liousekeejier  ro?e  and  said  in  my  ear, 
•1)0  not  speak;  Madame  la  Comtes.-e  is  not  in  a  state  to  bear 
the  slightest  uoise,  and  what  you  would  say  might   agitate 

iuT."' 

"  '1  sat  down.  .\  tVw  instants  after,  Madame  de  Merret 
rullceted  all  her  remaining  strrngth  to  move  her  right  hand, 
and  ^lll>[l(■d  it,  not  without  inlinitc  dilliculty,  under  the  bol- 
.~li  r;  she  then  pau^d  a  moment.  With  a  last  etfort  she  with- 
drew her  hajid  ;  and  when  she  limught  out  a  sealed  paper, 
drops  (if  perspiration  railed  from  her  brow.  "I  plaee  my  will 
m  your  hand.>— Oh  I  <ind!  oh  I"  und  that  was  all.  She 
liuu-hed  a  erueili.\  that  lay  on  tlu'  bed,  lifted  it  luislily  to  her 
lips,  and  died. 

"'The  expression  of  her  eyes  still  makes  me  shudder  as 
1  think  of  it.  She  must  have  sulTered  much  I  'J'here  was  joy 
in  her  last  glanee,  and  it  remained  stamped  on  her  dead 
eyes. 

■•  'I  brought  away  the  will,  and  when  it  was  opentnl  I  fonnd 
that  .Madanu'  de  .Merret  had  appointed  me  her  exeeutor.  She 
left  the  whole  of  her  property  to  the  ho.-pital  at  Vendome 
excepting  a  iijw  iegaeies.  But  these  were  her  instrnction.s 
as  relating  to  la  (irande  Breteeho:  Siie  ordered  me  to  leave 
the  place,  for  lifty  years  counting  from  the  day  of  her  death, 
ill  the  state  in  which  it  might  be  at  the  time  of  her  ileeease, 
forbidding  any  one.  whoever  he  might  be,  to  enter  the  apart- 
ments, prohibiting  any  repairs  whatever,  and  even  settling  a 
-alary  to  pay  watchmen  if  it  were  needful  to  secure  the  ab- 
-■■lute  fulfilment  of  her  intentions.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
i'-rm.  if  the  will  of  the  testatrix  has  ijeen  duly  carried  out, 
tile  house  IS  to  l)ecome  the  pro]>erty  of  my  heirs,  for,  as  you 
'.now,  a  notary  cannot  take  a  boqucst.  Otherwise  la  Grande 
Hreteche  reverts  to  the  heirs-at-law.  but  on  condition  of  ful- 
!iilitig  certain  conditions  .set  forth  in  a  codicil  to  the  will, 
which  is  not  to  be  opi  ned  till  the  expiration  of  the  .said  term 

of  fifty  years,     Fhe  will  has  not  been  disputed,  so '     And 

without  finishing  his  sentence,  the  lanky  notary  looked  at  me 
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with  an  air  of  triiiiii|)h;  1  made  liim  (uiiti'  !)aii]n  l)v  dirtiin:: 
him  my  con^'ratulatioiis. 

"'Monsieur,"  I  said  in  conclu-idn,  'vou  Iiavc  -n  vividlv  im- 
pressed me  lliat  1  fancy  I  see  the  (|yin>r  wdinan  u'liiirr  than 
her  sheets;  her  <:litterinj:  eyes  fri.i^iiteii  me:  1  -hall  dream 
of  her  to-niu'lit. — But  you  must  have  fnnni'il  ~nme  idea  as  to 
the  iristruetions  (luitained  in  that  extraordinarv  will." 

"'Monsieur,'  said  lie,  with  comical  reticence.  'I  nevir  allow 
myself  to  criticise  the  conduct  of  a  [)crson  who  honors  me 
with  the  gift  of  a  diamond." 

"However,  I  soon  loosened  the  tonpue  of  the  discreet  notary 
of  Vendome,  who  commnnieated  to  me,  not  without  Ions 
digressions,  tiie  opinions  of  the  deep  politicians  of  hoth  sexes 
whose  judgments  are  law  in  Vendonu'.  But  these  opinions 
were  so  contradictory,  so  dilfiise,  that  1  was  near  falling 
asleep  in  spite  of  the  interest  I  felt  in  this  authentic  history. 
The  notary's  ponderous  voice  and  monotonous  accent,  accus- 
tomed no  doubt  to  listen  to  himself  and  to  make  himself  lis- 
tened to  by  his  clients  or  fellow-townsmen,  were  too  much 
for  my  curiosity.     Happily,  he  soon  went  away. 

'"Ah,  ha.  monsieur."  said  he  on  the  stairs,  'a  good  many 
persons  would  be  glad  to  live  five-and-forty  years  longer;  but 
— one  nioiiient !'  and  he  laid  the  first  finger  of  his  right  hand 
to  his  nostril  with  a  cunning  look,  as  rnucli  as,  to  sav,  'Mark 
my  words !— To  last  as  long  as  that— as  long  as  tliat,"  said 
he,  'you  nnt.-.  not  be  past  sixty  now.' 

"I  clos(>d  my  door,  having  been  roused  from  mv  apathy 
by  this  last  speech,  which  the  notary  thought  verv  funny; 
then  I  sat  down  in  my  armchair,  with  my  feet  on  the  fire-dogs. 
I  had  lost  my.eelf  in  a  romance  //  la  Hadclitfe.  constructed  on 
the  juridical  base  given  me  by  Monsieur  Regriault.  when  the 
door,  opened  by  a  womaifs  cautious  hand,  turned  on  the 
hinges.  I  saw  my  landladv  rome  in.  a  buxom,  tlorid  dame, 
always  good-humored.  wIid  had  missed  her  callinir  in  life. 
She  was  a  Fleming,  who  nu-ht  to  have  seen  the  light  in  a 
picture  bv  Teniers. 

"'Well,  monsieur.'  said  she.  'Monsieur  Kesrnault  has  no 
doubt  bee-  giving  you  hi;  hi.tory  of  la  Grande  Brcteche?' 
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"  'Ye?.  Madame  Lcpas.' 

'"  'Ami  what  did  he  tell  you?' 

"1  iv|,ratrd  III  ;,  \\.w  w„t(ls  tho  crocpv  and  sinister  story  of 
Mad.iiiir  dv  MriTct.  At  facli  senluiiL-c  my  hostess  put  her 
Iliad  forward.  lookiiiLT  at  iiic  with  an  innkeeper's  keen 
scrutinv.  a  hajiiiy  eompronuse  between  the  instinct  of  a  police 
<nriM.able,  tiie  a.-tuieness  of  a  spy,  and  the  cunning  of  a 
dealer. 

'  'My  frood  Madame  Lepas,'  said  I  as  I  ended,  'vou  seem 
to  know  more  about  it.  Heh?  If  not,  wliy  have  vou  come 
lip  to  me  ?' 

"'On   my  word,  as  an   honest  woman ' 

'•'Do  not  swear;  your  eyes  are  big  witli  a  .secret.  You 
knew  ^[onsieu^  de  Merret ;  what  sort  of  man  was  he?' 

"•.Monsieur  de  Merret— well,  you  see  he  was  a  man  you 
iiev,  r  ciuld  see  the  top  of.  lie  was  so  tall  I  A  verv  good  gen- 
tleiiian.  from  I'lcardy,  ami  who  had.  as  we  say,  his  head  close 
i'>  ins  ( ap.  He  paid  for  everything  down,  so  "as  ne\er  to  have 
duliculties  with  any  one.  He  was  hot-tempered,  you  see! 
All  our  ladies  liked  him  very  much.' 

'•'Because  he  was  liot-temptTed  ?'  I  asked  her. 

'•  •Well,  may  bo."  said  sin-  'and  you  may  suppose,  sir.  that  a 
-111  had  to  have  >oiii(.tliing  to  show  for  afigurehead  before  he 
"iiild  marry  Madame  de  Merret.  who.  without  anv  reflection 
-n  others.  wa<  tlu'  'land.-.miest  and  richest  heire.-^s  in  our 
•firts.  .She  had  alNuit  twnity  tliou.<and  francs  a  year.  All 
rhc  town  was  at  the  wntdinn-;  tlu-  l)ride  was  pretty  Jind  sweet- 
:'"'King.  (juite  a  gem  of  a  woman.  Oh,  they  were  a  handsome 
'  'iiiple  in  their  day  I' 

"•And  were  they  happy  together?' 

•"Hm.  hm!  so-.^o—so  far  as  can  be  guessed,  for,  as  you 
•-av  suppose,  we  of  thi'  common  .<ort  were  not  hail-fellow- 
•^'■ll-met  with  them.— Ma.lame  .le  Merret  was  a  kind  woman 
.=  ?;d  very  pleasant,  who  had  no  doubt  sometimes  to  put  up 
•'ith  her  hn>band"<  tantnims.  Hut  thouirh  he  was  rather 
'  luirhty.  we  were  fond  of  him.  After  all.  it  was  his  place 
;■■  behave  so.    When  a  man  is  a  born  nobleman,  you  see ' 
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"'Still,  tlioro  iiui-t  hiivr  liccn  sdiiir  <;itnstri)iiho  fur  ^ron- 
siour  iuiil  Madiiiiic  (Ic  Mcrrct  to  piiri  m)  \  iolcntlv?' 

"'1  did  not  siiv  llicre  was  aiiv  fataslrophe,  sir.  I  know 
nothing:  about  it.' 

"'Indeed.     Weil,  now,  I  am  sure  yon  know  evervthinc.' 

"'Well.  sir.  I  will  tell  yon  the  whole  storv. — When  I  saw 
Mon>ieur  Ii'e;:iiault  l'o  n|)  in  see  voii.  it  strm-k  ine  that  he 
wonid  speak  to  you  about  >!adatne  dc  .Mrrret  as  having  to  do 
with  la  (irandr  Mreteehe.  Thai  put  it  into  inv  head  to  ask 
your  advice,  sir,  seeming'  to  me  that  you  ai-e  a  man  of  j^ood 
judi,qi,.'nt  and  incapable  of  phiyiiiL'  a  poof  wonuiii  like  me 
false — for  I  never  did  any  one  a  wroii;:',  and  vet  I  am  tor- 
mented i)y  my  conscience.  T'p  to  now  I  have  never  ilared  to 
say  u  word  to  the  i)eo|iIe  of  these  parts:  they  are  all  chatter- 
niajrs,  with  toiiL'nes  like  knives.  .\nd  never  till  now.  sir,  have 
I  had  any  traveler  lure  who  .-taycd  mi  Idh-  jn  the  inn  as  you 
have,  and  to  whom  1  tould  tell  the  history  of  the  fifteen 
thousand  frano 

"'My  dear  ^ladame  Lepas,  if  there  is  anythintj  in  your 
story  of  a  nature  to  ( innprdmise  me,"  I  said,  interruptin.c; 
the  flow  of  her  words,  'I  would  not  hear  it  for  all  the  world.' 

"'You  need  have  no  fears,'  said  -ln';  "vou  will  see." 

"Her  caL'-erness  mad(>  mt^  suspect  that  i  was  not  the  onlv 
person  to  whom  my  worthy  landlady  had  communicated  the 
secret  of  whii  h  I  was  to  be  sole  po:--e>~or,  but  I  listened. 

"'Monsieur,'  said  -he,  'when  the  I'lmperor  sent  the  Span- 
iard.s  here,  prisoners  of  war  and  other.-.  I  was  re(juire(l  to 
lodj^e  at  the  charLre  of  the  (^uvrninent  a  vouni:  Spaniard 
sent  to  Vendome  on  p.irob  .  \ot with-tandinir  his  parole,  he 
had  to  show  him-elf  i  vn-v  day  ,o  the  sub-prefect.  He  wa.s 
a  Spanish  .frrandce— n-ither  u:<  :v  nor  le-s.  He  had  a  name 
in  OS  and  dia,  somethini;-  !;ke  Bajros  de  Feredia.  I  wrote  his 
name  down  in  my  books,  aiid  vou  may  see  it  if  vou  like.  Ah! 
he  was  a  handsome  youh/  fellow  for  a  Sp.-miard,  who  are 
all  \\g]\  they  say.  lie  u,i-  not  more  than  live  feet  two  or 
three  in  heijrht.  but  so  well  made:  and  he  had  littlt>  hands 
that  he  kept  so  beautifully  !    Ah !  vou  should  have  seen  them. 
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[!'■  liiid  us  i.'i'.r.y  iini.-lic-  fur  his  liatnl-  as  a  woman  lias  for 
lirr  inilft.  lie  Ikh!  tliirk,  black  liair,  a  llaiiir  in  liis  eve,  a 
-oiiitwliat  copiMiy  ( iiiii|>lc\i()ii,  hut  wliirii  I  admired  all  tho 
-amc.  ilc  Wore  I  lie  ',\i\i->\  linen  I  liave  e\er  seen,  thoni^h 
1  have  had  jiriiice.-ses  to  !i)di;('  hei-e,  and,  amoiiij  others, 
(ieiirral  Hertran^!,  ihe  l)ue  and  I)nche--e  dWhrante-,  Mnn- 
-lenr  Descazes,  and  the  Kini:  of  Spain.  He  dici  not  eat 
"iiicli,  hut  he  liad  -iieh  polite  and  aniiahle  wavs  that  it  was 
iinpo.-sihle  to  m\r  him  a  i:rud,u''e  I'or  that.  ( )h  I  I  was  verv  fond 
ol  him,  thou-h  he  did  not  .>a_v  four  words  to  me  in  a  (hiv, 
and  It  wa>  impo--ilile  to  have  the  least  liit  of  talk  with  him; 
if  he  wa>  .-poki'ti  to,  he  did  not  answer;  it  is  a  wav,  a  numia 
tiny  all  iiavv,  it  would  seem. 

'■  'He  read  his  hreviary  Mke  a  prie<t,  and  went  to  mass  and 
:i!l  the  services  ijuite  re^'ularly.  .\nd  where  did  he  post  him- 
-elf;' — We  found  this  out  later. — Within  two  yards  id'  .Madame; 
dr  Merret's  chapel.  As  he  took  tliat  place  tlie  verv  first  titne 
li'- entered  the  church,  no  one  imatrincd  that  there  was  anv  piir- 
po-i-  ill  it.     ]i(.~id(s,  he  never  raided  liis  nose  ai)o\e  hi-  i)ook, 

! r  youni:  man!      .\nd   then,  monsieur,  of  an   eveninir   lie 

•■vciit  for  a  walk  on  the  hill  among  the  ruins  of  tiie  old  castle. 
It  was  hi-;  only  amusement,  jioor  man;  it  reminded  him  of 
iii-  native  land.     'I'hey  say  that  Spain  is  all  hills! 

"'One  evcniiiLr,  a.  few  days  after  he  was  seiii  here,  he  wa.s 
"ut  very  late.  I  was  rather  unea>y  when  he  did  not  come 
ill  till  ju-t  on  tho  >!roke  of  midniiiiit  -.  l,iit  we  all  got  used  to 
Mi-  whim.-;  he  took  the  ke\  (d'  the  door,  and  we  never  sat  up 
'"I"  him.  He  lived  111  a  hou-e  helongiiii:  to  u.-  in  the  Kue 
'li-  Casernes.  Well,  then,  one  >>(  our  stahlediovs  told  ns  one 
ev.-niuLi-  that,  going  down  to  wa>h  the  horses  in  the  river, 
'■■''  taiuicd  he  had  -I'cn  ihi'  Spani-h  (irandee  swimmiii'.^  some 
Mull-  way  otf.  just  like  a  li-h.  Wla  n  he  came  in.  I  told  him 
•■>  lie  careful  of  the  weeds,  and  he  <eemed  put  out  at  having 
'■'■n  -een  in  the  water 

■'  '-\\  last,  monsieur,  one  day.  or  rather  one  .nornini:.  we 
I'd  not  find  him  in  hi-  room;  he  had  not  come  hack.  By 
hiintinL'  throiiffh  his  things.  1   found  a  written  naner  in  ^ho 
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(liMwcr  f)f  his  t;ililr.  wiih  lll'tv  picfc-  of  S|.;ini-li  trold  of  tho 
kiiiil  ilicy  (jII  iloiililunii-,  umiiIi  alioiii  ll\,  ihoii-aiid  fraiics  ■ 
and  111  a  little  .-calcd  liu\  tin  tliuii>aiHl  fraiii-  wnrili  nf  ilia- 
iiinruis.     'I'hr  jiajMi-  ^-aid   iiiat    in  ca-r  he  ^hniild   not    return, 

he  lelt  us  ihi-  iii> y  and  ihe-e  diamond-  in  tniM   to  found 

inas.M'S  to  thank  tlod  for  hi~  e-eape  and  for  hi-  -ahation. 

"'At  that  time  |  -till  had  my  hn-hand.  v\  !io  ran  otl"  in 
search  (d'  iiim.  And  \\n>  i-  the  .|!h-er  pari  of  the  -tory:  he 
hroiiLdit  hack  the  Spaniard"^  (loihe-.  wiiirh  lie  liad  I'oiind 
under  a  bi^'  .-tone  on  a  .-ort  '>(  Ijreakualer  alom:  the  river 
bank,  nearly  rippo-ite  la  (irande  I5iv|r,  !„.,  .M  ,,  hu.hand  went 
.so  early  tiiat  no  oiie  >;\\v  Imn.  After  ivadm-  the  letter,  hi' 
burnt  till'  eloihe-.  and.  in  ohedieiiee  to  Count  l''(d-edia's  wish, 
\\\'  announced  that   he  had  escaped. 

"'TheMib-jirefeet  >et  all  the  con-tahidary  ai  In-  heels;  hut. 
psliaw!  he  was  never  (aii-ht.  Lepa>  hejiewd  tiia;  the  Span- 
iard had  drowned  him-e|f.  ],  ^ir.  have  ne\,.r  ihouLdit  so;  I 
believe,  (,11  the  contrary,  that  he  had  >omethini:  to  do  with 
the  hu-ine»  about  .Ma.lame  de  Merivt.  Mcin--  that  Ro-alio 
told  me  that  the  cru<-ili\  her  mi-itv.-^  wa-  so  I'ond  of  that 
she  had  it  buried  with  her,  wa-  made  of  ebonv  and  <ilver: 
now  in  the  early  da\-  of  I,,,  -lay  hrw.  MoiiHeiir  Feredia 
had  one  of  ebonv  ami  siKvr  which  I  n,.\,  r  -aw  later.— And 
now,  monsieur,  do  ,,,,1  yon  sav  that  I  need  have  no,  ivmorse 
about  the  Spanianl's  rifiecii  tiiousand  franc.-!'  .\iv  they  not 
really  and  truly  niine;-'" 

'•  •Certainly.— lint  have  you  never  tried  to  (|Uc;tion  Rosa- 
lie r"  said  1. 

"  M)h.  to  he  sure  T  have,  -ir.  But  what  is  to  be  done?  That 
girl  is  like  a  wall.  She  knows  .-oiuethin,!,',  hut  it  is  impossible 
to  make  her  talk.' 

'•After  ehatlin.i:  with  me  for  a  few  minutes,  niv  ho^oss 
left  me  a  prey  to  va-iie  and  minister  thmiuhts,  to  romantie 
eurio.-ity,  and  a  ivli-ioii-  dread,  not  unlike  the  deep  emotion 
which  eomes  upon  i:<  whe,,  ^^,,  o-,,  j„to  a  dark  church  at  niudit 
and  discern  a  feeble  li-;iit  ■jlimnierin<x  under  a  loftv  vault— a 
dim  figure  glides  across— the  sweep  of  a  jrown  or  of  a  nriest's 
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(iis-fuk  isaudiblt^ — arid  \\v  ^liivcr!  fia  (iramlc  Rrotrcho.  witli 
t^  rank  ;:rasses.  ii>  >hniicnMl  windows,  it-  rusty  irnn-work, 
il>  liickcil  (Idors,  It  dr.-crtcd  rnmns,  -uddnilv  rose  Ix'fiiro  nie 
Ml  lanla-lic  vi\idiic-s.  1  tried  ti>  l'i'I  intu  the  iinstorioiis 
dwelling'  to  -canli  out  the  licart  .if  tlii-  si>lciiiii  story,  this 
'liaiiia  which  had  killed  tlirec  |)er>oiis. 

■■I.'o-alic  hecaine  in  my  eyes  the  most    interotini:  hoinfr  in 

.  etidoMie.     As  I   >tiidied  her.   I  detected  siuns  id"  an  inmost 

■ii'uij:ht.  in  r-[iite  of  tli(>  l)Ioonnnj:  health  that  ;:Iow(m1  in  lior 

'!iii|iled  I'aee.     'I'here  was  in  her  smd  some  (dement  of  ruth 

-'■of  ho|ie;  her  Ilia iHier  siii:i:e^ted  a  secret,  like  the  expression 

f  devout  souls  who  pray  in  excess,  or  »(  a  L'irl  who  has  killed 
:ier  child  and  for  ever  hears  its  last  (i-y.  Xeverthtdoss,  she 
\»a.-  -imple  and  <  liinisy  in  her  way-;  her  vacant  snulo  had 
iioihiiiL'  ci'iiiiiiial  in  it.  and  yon  would  have  pronouneeil  her 
iiiMHciit  only  from  secinu'  the  larL'c  red  and  hlue  cheeked 
.•  rciii(d'  thai  covered  her  .-talwari  liii~t.  tucked  into  the  tipht- 
.iccd  s(|uare  hudice  of  ;i  lihic-  and  while-striped  ;r<'wn.  'Xo,' 
-lid  I  to  niy>elf.  M  will  not  <piit  \"cndome  without  knowing 
•iic  wh(de  history  of  la  (iraiide  Hrctcche.  To  aciiievo  this  end, 
I  wiil  make  love  to  K'n-alie  if  it  proves  necessary.' 

'■ 'i{o>alii' I"  >aid  1  one  eveniiii;. 

"  'Your  >ervant.  sir!'" 

"•Vou  are  not  married?"     She  started  a  little. 

"  "Oh  I  there  is  no  lack  of  men  if  ever  1  take  a  fancy  to  be 
i:ii-erahle  I"  >he  rej)lied.  laiiLrhin;:.  She  L'ot  over  her  a<ritation 
■  It  once;  for  every  woman,  from  the  liiudiest  lady  to  the  inn- 
-■r\ant  inclusive.  Iia>  a  native  |u-esence  of  mind. 

'■■\es;  you  are   fre.-h  ainl   irood-lookim:  eiioufrh   never  to 
:i  k   lover- !     Hut   tell   me.   Kosalie.  why  did  you  become  an 
nn-crvant    on    leavimj-    Madame   de    >ierret  ^      Did   she   not 
'  .ive  you  some  little  aniHiitv  !-' 

•••Oil  v(>s.  >ir.  Hut  my  place  here  is  the  In'st  in  all  the 
^'■wn  of  Vendoiiie,' 

"I'liis  reply  was  such  an  one  as  jiidires  and  attorneys  call 
•  va>ive.  Rosalie,  as  it  seemed  to  e  ,•.  held  in  this  romantic 
I'fair  the  jilaee  of  the  middle  square  of  the  ches-dioard  ;  she 
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was  at  the  vitv  (■cnirc  nf  th-  iniric-i  innl  <>{  the  trnfli;  -ho 
apiK'arcd  \n  nir  |m  lie  \<,;\  mtD  ih,.  i^jiui  <,!'  n.  Ii  u.|,  not 
a  case  r^r  (iriliii.m  lnsr-iiinkinL' ;  ihi-  i:irl  roMi.iin.d  tlic  la>t 
chajjtcr  (if  a  miii.iM,  ,■.  ami  linm  ihal  iimiuhiiI  all  iii\  aiti'Htion- 
WlTC    (Irvnlid    I(,     l.'d-allr.        I;\     dmi     n(    -Imlyill-    llli-    L'irl.     I 

oiiscrvcij  111  her,  a-  in  cmtv  wumati  uIkhii  uc  inak ir  riiliiiir 

thoii;:lit.  a  \.irici\  <>(  i:n,„\  .|ualit  i..- :  -lir  wa-  (Ifan  aiicj  ritiit  ; 
she  v\;k  liaiiil-diiic,  I  m-cil  iioi  sa\  :  -he  -onn  ua~  |M,--(.--ri|  of 
cvcrv  liiarin  thai  (Icdrccaii  lend  lo  a  woiiiaii  in  uliahscr  rank 
of  life.  A  fortniLdit  al'trr  llic  nolarv"-  vi-jt.  (mh'  rviaiiii;:,  or 
rather  one  innrniiiLr.  in  ihi'.Miiall  lioiir^.  I  -ahl  to  IJosilic: 
"  'Coinc,  ti-11  irif  all  voii  kiinw  ahniit  MadaiiH'  ih-  MiTrct.' 
"M)hl'  >hc  cried  in  liiTor.  "do  not  a.~k  nie  that.  Monsieur 
Horaee  I' 

"Her  haiid-^dine  feainres  eloiidcd  over,  lier  liritrht  eolorinf,' 
grew  ].ale.  and  her  eve-  |o>t  their  art le-s.  !ii|iiid  hri,i:htness. 

"'Ui'll,'  .-he  >aid.  "I  will  tell  von;  hut  keep  the  secret  care- 
fullv; 

'■'All  ri;.'ht,  my  ehild:  I  will  keep  all  your  seerets  with  a 
thief.-  honor,  which  i.-  ih.'  most  loval  known." 

"'If  it  IS  all  the  .-ame  to  yon."  ,-aid  -he,  'I  wonld  rather 
it  should  he  with  your  own." 

"Thereupon  she  -et  hor  head-kerchief  -trai_'hi.  and  settled 
herself  to  tell  the  tale:  for  there  i-  no  douht  a  |)artienlar 
attitude  of  eonlideiKc  and  >e(  nrity  is  neeessarv  to  the  tellintr 
of  a  narrative.  T.'  hest  tales  are  told  at  a  certain  hour— 
just  as  \v<^  are  all  here  at  tahle.  Xo  one  ever  told  a  story  well 
standi n<,'  up,  or  fastini:. 

"If  I  were  to  rejinuhiee  exaclly  iJo-^alie's  ditru.-e  eloipience. 
a  whole  volume  would  -carceiv  contain  it.  Xow.  as  the  event 
of  which  she  pivt'  me  a  cunfn-od  account  -tands  e.\a.  .ly  mid- 
way between  the  notary's  -o->ijt  and  that  of  .Madanu^  Lepa-. 
a.s  preei.sely  as  the  middle  term  of  a  rule-of-t  hree  sum  stand- 
hetwei'U  the  first  and  thinl.  I  liav,- only  lo  relate  it  in  as  few 
words  as  may  U".     I  sliaM  liieicfore  he  hri(d'. 

"The  room  at  La  Cr.mde  I'.reteche  in  which  Ma<iame  de 
Merret  .-lept   wa;^  on  liie  ground   fhwr;  a   little  cuplioard   in 
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tlio  wall,  about  fniir  iVit  ilccp,  mtvim!  Iut  to  hanj;  her  dresses 
111.  i'lirtc  riKiiitli-  '.il'urc  the  (•vtiiiiiL'  of  wliicli  I  have  to 
i-(  lati'  tlif  cVfiit,-.  M;i(i;iini' (Ic  Mrrrct  had  Itrcn  sorioii.sly  ailing, 
-II  iiiikIi  .xi  th.il  hrr  hii-hainl  had  left  h'T  to  IxTs^'lf,  and  had 
ills  'lUii  hcdroiiiii  (111  thf  lir-i  ihinr.  H\  nuf  .if  thnst-  accidents 
\ihiili  it  is  iiii|i(i--d»lc  to  fiirc^fc,  hi'  cami'  in  tliat  evening 
lud  h(>iir>  hiti  r  than  U:-iial  finm  tlii;  chili,  wIutc  he  went  to 
n  ad  till-  iiapt'i'-  and  talk  [nditics  with  the  rt'.-idciits  in  the 
IK i;;ld)'iiliii(id.  ill,  wife  -ii|)|i()-cd  him  to  have  come  in.  to 
Im'  III  hid  and  a-lrcji.  Mut  the  invasion  of  France  hail  been 
ihi-  -ulijtct  I'f  a  vriT  animated  ili^-ciissiim  ;  the  game  of  hill- 
.aid-  liad  waxed  veheriicnt  ;  he  had  io.-t  fnflv  francs,  aii  cnor- 
iii"ii>  sum  at  N'cnduiiie.  where  everyhody  is  tliriftv.  and  wiiere 
-"rial  hahit.-  ai'e  rc-traiin'd  within  tiic  hoiiiid.-  of  a  simplicity 
uerthy  ii!'  all  [iraise,  ami  the  foundation  perhai's  of  a  form  of 
tnir  ha[i|iine-.-  which  no  I'ari.-ian  umild  care  for. 

■"For  some  time  past  Monsieur  dc  .Merret  liad  been  satisfied 
In  a-k  Uo.>alie  whether  liis  wife  was  in  hed  ;  oi'  the  girl's  re- 
plving  always  in  the  anirinative.  he  at  once  went  to  his  own 
n.um.  with  the  goud  faith  that  comes  of  hai)it  and  confidence. 
Hut  thi-  eveiiiiii:.  on  coming  in.  he  ticik  it  into  his  head 
In  gu  to  see  Madame  de  Merret,  to  tell  her  of  his  ill-luck, 
and  perhaps  to  timl  consolation.  During  dinner  he  had 
•'h-erved  that  his  wife  was  very  hccomingiy  dressed;  he  re- 
tlected  a.s  he  came  home  from  the  club  that  his  wife  was 
eeriainly  much  better,  that  convalescence  had  improved  her 
iieauty,  discovering  it.  as  liu,-l)ani|s  discover  cvcrvthing,  a 
'!"l<'  '""  bite.  Instead  of  calling  liosalie,  who  was  in  the 
kitchen  at  the  moment  watching  the  cook  and  the  coacliman 
Haying  a  \)i\y.y.\lwj:  hand  at  cards.  Monsieur  de  Merret  made 
iii-^  way  to  hiv  wife's  room  by  the  light  of  his  lantern,  which 
'  e  x't  down  on  the  lowest  step  of  the  stairs.  His  step,  ea.sy  to 
r'-'ognize,  raOL'  under  the  vaulted  passaire. 

'■.\I  the  in-iaiit  when  the  -ienlleman  turned  tlie  kev  to  enter 
ills  wifeV  room,  he  fancied  he  heard  the  door  shut  of  the 
eloset  of  whieh  I  have  spoken  ;  but  when  he  went  in.  Madame 
de  Merret  was  alone,  standing  in  front  of  the  firenlaco.    The 
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uMMi-pfctinjr  lni>l);iii(l  fjiniii'il  tliiit  Ifn-Mli.-  \v:i<  in  fhc  ciip- 
1)011  r«  I ;  ii(ViTthrIr->.  II  (loiil.t.  ririirifi;:  in  In-  car-  likf  ii  peal 
of  Im'II<.  pul  hirn  nn  his  <.niiiril ;  he  looked  .-it  his  wifr.  arnl 
rend  in  h.T  cyr-  an  milr-cnhalily  ansiou-  and  haiiiiUil  rx- 
pri'ssion 

"'Von  arc  v.TV  lat.'.'  said  she-  II.  r  \oir.'.  u- lally  so 
clt-ar  and  suect,  >tnirk   hini  as  h.iiiLT  >lii:litlv   hii-^k\. 

"Mon-iriir  (!«■  Mrrnt  niadr  im  npl\.  lur  at  thi-  inniiiftit 
Hosalic  canic  in.  This  uas  like  a  thiindrr-.la|i.  ||r 
walked  np  and  dnwri  I  he  moni,  yuiii;,'  fnnii  niie  uiriduw  to 
luiothcrat  a  ri"_Mihir  pare,  hi-  ainis  I'ciidrd. 

"'Have  you  had  had  news,  c,r  ari'  you  ill-'  his  wife  asked 
him  tinii<lly.  wliile  Hosalie  lielped  her  i.,  undress.  He  made 
no   reply. 

"'Voii  can  go.  I{o-ali.'.'  said  .Mad..nie  d.  Merret  to  her 
maid;  'I  can  put  in  my  .url-iiapers  niy-elf.'-  Sjie  .scented 
disaster  at  the  mere  aspi'ct  of  her  hii-hand'-  i.k  e.  ami  wi.-hed 
to  bo  alone  with  him.  As  s<.on  as  h'osaiie  was  gone,  or  sup- 
po.sed  to  he  gone,  for  slii'  lingered  a  few  miinites  in  the 
pas-age.  Mon>ieur  de  Merret  eaiiie  and  >t()oi|  taring  his 
wife,  and  said  coldly.  'Madame,  iheiv  i-  -nine  uiw  in  your 
cuphoard!'  She  lookeil  at  her  iiu>hand  calmlv,  and  replied 
quite  simply.   '.No,   iiKin-ieur.' 

"This  'No'  wrung  Monsieur  de  ^[erre^^  heart  :  he  <li(l  not 
bolieve  it ;  and  yet  his  wife  had  never  appeared  purer  or  more 
saintly  than  she  seemed  to  he  at  this  iiimiik  nt.  Ih'  rose  to 
go  and  open  the  ehi-et  <loor.  Madame  de  M,rret  took  his 
hand,  stopjied  him,  looked  at  him  sadly,  and  said  in  a  voice 
of  strange  emotion,  'Kememiier.  if  you  -hould  timi  iki  (uie 
there,  everything  wn>{  he  at  an  end  lietweeii  you  ,uid  me." 

"The  extraordinary  dignity  of  his  wife"s  attitude  filled 
him  with  deei)  esteem  for  her.  and  inspireil  him  v.ith  one  of 
those  resolves  which  ik'ciI  only  a  grander  .-tage  to  become 
immortal. 

"'.No,  .lo-e]ihine.'  he  >aid.  '1  will  not  open  it.  In  either 
event  we  should  he  parl^'d  for  ever.  Listi-n  :  I  know  all  the 
purity  of  yoi.i-  .-or,l,  I  know  you  lead  a  saintiv  life,  and  w.mid 
u-\.  v>,'i.;,:i.^   ,1   i;e.:;.iy    ,-,;;   ;..  .~,;»o   \uur  iiie,  — AL   liie.se   words 


LA  (;H.\M)E  hkbtkcfih  ?c. 

M;iilan!f  <1"  Mcrnt    Incikcd   ;it    Iht  hii-luirul   with  a  hiij^gard 
-l;irf.-    •Sic,  liiir  i>  viiiir  (  lucitix."  lie  Ufiit  oil.     'Swciir  to  mo 

!m  foil-  <;n(l  that  ilnrc  i-  in.  on.'  in  iIutc;  F  will  bdicc  vou 

i  u  I II  rii'Vcr  ojifii  t  hat  ijonr.' 

■■.M  nlaiiif  (!(■  .Mii-ht  took  u|i  lli.-  -riHitix  aiid  said,  'I 
•v..  ar  II.' 

■■  ■|/Midcr,'  -aid  her  hii-liaiid  :  'and  n'|i<.at  :  "I  -wear  Ijcforo 
'•'"\  that  there  i-  n"lMid\  in  that  e|ii>et."  '  She  rejieated  the 
\\nr,\~  uithoiit   tliiKhiii^'. 

'•  ■'I'lial  will  d(..'  -aid  Mon-ienr  de  M,rre|  cdldlv.  .\fter 
I  ninhieiit".-  .^ijenee:  •\'on  lia\e  there  a  fliii-  pie-v  of  work 
uhieh  I  never  saw  hefore."  -aid  he.  exaniinitiL^  the  eni<-ifi.\  of 
elMMiv  and  -ilver.  verv  arti>li(all\   wroiii:li|. 

'"■|  found  it  at  l>u\ivier'-:  ia-t  year  when  iliat  trooji  of 
^jiani^h  prisoner-  cauie  throiit:h  N'endonie.  he  hoii^rht  it  of 
a  Spani-h  monk." 

"■"Indeed."  -aid  Mon-jeur  de  Merre*  "■•^'in^'  tlio  erucifix 
I'll  It-  nail ;  and  he  ran.'  the  hell. 

"He  had  not  to  wail  for  I{o>alie.  Monsieur  de  Merrot  wpnt 
f'l'-war.l  (jniekly  to  meet  her,  led  her  into  the  bav  of  the 
\Miidow  that  looked  on  to  the  >rardei!,  and  .-aid  to  her  in  an 
undertone : 

"'I  know  that  <ioreid1ot  wants  to  niarrv  vfMi.  that  povpiiy 
■ilone  provent-^  your  -ettiim'  up  hou-.',  and  that  vou  told  him 
vou  would  iioi  he  his  wife  till  he  found  means  to  lieeo.nc 
■1  master  mason. —Well.  1:0  and  fetch  iiini;  tell  him  to  come 
liiTe  with  his  trow,.]  and  tools.  Contrive  to  wake  no  o.ie 
m  his  housi.  hut  himxdf.  Ffi^  reward  will  he  beyond  voiir 
wishes.  Above  all,  f^o  out  without  sayinj,'  a  word— ^r  else!' 
and  he.  frowned. 

"Hosalie  wa.s  <roin,tr.  and  he  called  her  back.  'Here,  take 
rnv  lateh-key,'  said  he. 

"'.Tean!'  Monsieur  d(>  Merret  called  in  a  voice  of  thunder 
■l"U"ii  the  pa.s-sarre.  can,  who  was  both  coachman  and  con- 
;i'lential  servant,  left  his  cards  and  came. 

"'Co  to  Iwd,  all  of  you.'  said  his  master,  beckonin^r  him 
to  (oine  closo:  and  the  gentlorn-an  added  ir  a  wldsripj.  'When 
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thf'v  aro  nil   asleep — iiiiiid,  ndrep — yoii   iniiler<tan(]  ? — eome 
down  and  tell  ine.' 

".Moiisii'iii-  (je  Mrrrct.  who  liad  uever  lost  siL'ti!  of  his  wifo 
while  i:ivii)L'-  In-  .ndcr-.  (|uietlv  caine  hack  to  Ii.t  at  the  tiro- 
side,  and  lieuan  lo  t.dl  h,y  the  detail-  of  ih,.  i:anie  nf  hillia.rd.s 
and   ih.-  diM-ii-ion  m    t!--  ehdi.     When    Kn-alie  returned  sho 
found  .\[oii>ii-nr  and   Madame  rl,.  .Merret  eonver-inir  amiably. 
"Not  leni:  iiel'ore  ihi-   Monsieur  de   Merret    had  had   now 
oeilin^s  made  to  -Ml  ihe  reci'iuion-rooms  on  the  Lrround  tloor. 
I'laster  is  very  scarce  at   \'cndomo :  the  price  is  enhanoed  bv 
the  eo>t  of  earria-c:  the  L'entleinan  had  therefore  had  a  con- 
.siderahle  ipianlily  (hdivered   to  hiiii.   knowin.--  that   he  could 
always  find   purcha.-crs   for  what    mi-hl   he  h-ft.     It   was  this 
circum.-tanee  which  .-uir.L'ested  ilic  plan  he  carried  out. 
"'(iorentlot  i<  here,  sir."  >a]d  h'o-alie  in  a  uhi-per. 
""J"c!l  iiini  to  come  in."  -aid  her  master  aloud. 
'•Madame  de  Merret  turned  paler  when  >he  -an-  the  mason. 
"  •'.'orenlioi."  -aid  her  hn-^hand.  V^  and  fetch  somo  bricks 
from  I  he  coach-liou>e:  hnu'.'-  enouirh  to  wall  uj)  tho  doer  of 
this  euphoard  :  yon  can  u-e  -h.   pla-ter  that  is  l,d't  for  coment.' 
Then.   draL^-m-   l{o<al:e   and    the   worknuin   close  to   him— 
'Listen.  Corenflot.'  said   he.  m  a   low  voice,  "'von  aro  to  sleep 
here  lo-ni-ht  :  but  to-morrow  niornini:  you  -hall  have  a  pass- 
port to  take  you  abroad  to  a  pla.c  I  will  tell  vou  of.     I  will 
give  you  si.x  thousand  franc-  for  your  journev,  '  Vou  must  live 
in  tliat  town  for  ten  year>;  if  vou  find  vou  do  not  like  it.  vou 
may  settl(>  in  anotia  r,  but   ii   mu<i   be' in  the  same  eouyim-. 
Go  through  Paris  aiul  wait  there  tdl  I  join  vou.     [  will  there 
givo  you  an  agreement  f.u-  -i\  tliou-and   francs  m(u-e.  to  bo 
paid   to  vou  on  your  return,  nrovuled    vou  have  carried  out 
the  conditions  of  the  bar-ain.     For  ihal'price  vou  are  to  keep 
jHU-fect  silena'  as  to  what  \ou  liav  ■  to  do  tin's  niixht.     To  vou. 
Hosali(>.   I   will   socun^  ten   thou-and    franco,   which   will' rot' 
lK-i>aid  to  you  till  vour  weddin- dav.  and  on  condition  of  vour 
marryin-  (;or..nflot  :  but.  to  ^-t  married,  vou  must  hold  vour 
tonirue.     If  not.  no  wcddini:  lmI'I  " 

'•'Rosalie/  ,-aid  Madame  do  Merret,  'come  and  brush  mv 
hair.'  "' 
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■  iler  husband  quietly  walked  u])  iind  down  the  room,  keep- 
ing an  eve  on  the  door,  on  the  ina>on.  and  on  his  wife,  but 
iv;ihout  any  in<iiltiii,i:  di.-|ilay  of  sKspicinn.  (iorcntlot  could 
ii'ii  liilp  iiiakin;^'  some  noise  .Madiiim-  de  Mcrrot  seized  a 
iiiMiiuiit  ulien  he  was  unloadirii:  MHiie  lirick-,  and  when  her 
i:;i-liand  wa,>  at  the  uihei'  end  of  tlu'  r.^nii.  to  ,~ay  to  Ko-alie: 
■.Mv  dear  ehiid.  i  wdl  i^ive  you  a  thMU-and   frano  a  year  if 

■  iiilv  you  will  tell  (loreiillot  to  leave  a  eraek  at  the  liottom." 
Til''!!  .-hi'  added  aloud  <iuite  eoolly  :  ■^'Mil  had  better  help  liini.' 

"Monsieur  and  Maihime  ile  Merret  were  silent  all  the  time 
wiiile  (iorenllot  wa>  walliii;:  up  the  door.  Tlii-  silenc(>  was 
luieiuional  on  the  iuisband's  part  ;  he  did  not  wi-li  to  ;,nve  his 
Wife  ;be  oppijrtunity  of  sayinir  anythinLr  with  a  double  inean- 
iiil:.  <  *n  .Madame  de  Merret"-  -ide  it  was  ])ride  or  prudence. 
W'liei:  the  wall  wa-  half  built  up  the  eunniuL^  mason  took  ad- 
\  iiilaire  of  his  masterV  baek  in  jnu''  turned  to  break  one  of 
;!ie  two  panes  in  the  top  of  the  dixu-  with  a  bluw  of  his  piek. 
By  this  Madame  de  Merret  under-tond  that  K'n-alie  had 
-poken  to  (b)rentlot.  They  all  three  then  saw  the  face  of  a 
dark,  filoomy-lookin^'"  niaii.  with  libick  hair  and  tlaniinir  eves. 

"Before  her  husbaml  turned  rimnd  au'ain  the  pour  woman 
!i:id  noddenl  to  the  strantrer,  to  whom  the  signal  was  meant 
!■•  ei'iivey,  'Hope.' 

*  At  four  o"(Ioek,  as  day  was  dawning,  for  it  was  the  month 
f^  September,  the  work  was  done.  'I'he  mason  was  placed 
m  <barge  of  Jean,  and  Monsieur  de  Merret  slept  in  his  wife's 
r  iuin. 

"Xext  morning  when  he  got  up  he  -aid  with  apparent  eare- 
1'  --ne-s.  'Oh.  by  the  way.  I  must  go  to  the  ^fairie  for  the  pass- 

■  Tt."  He  put  on  his  hat.  took  two  or  three  step^  towards 
:iie  do<ir.  fiaused.  and  took  the  erucifi.x.  His  wife  was  trem- 
bbn:;  uith  iov. 

'■'He  will  go  to  Diivivier's.'  thoiiLdit  >he. 

".\s  «oon  as  he  bad  left.  Mailame  de  ^ferret  ramr  for  Ro- 
salie, and  then  in  a  terrible  vuiee  she  eried  :  ''Hie  riieic '  Bring 
:'ie  pir.],-:  ,i„,l  ^,.f  (,,  „.,,,.i^-    J  ^.|^^   ||,,^^.  (;,,,.,,„(!,,,  ,]j,]  j(   vester- 

biv:  we  -ball  have  time  to  male  a  gap  and  build  it  up 
a^rain.' 
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"In  an  in>tiirji  l\o>alit'  had  l)niu-iii  lior  mi^trcs?  a  sort  of 
cloavcr;  >ln',  with  a  vchcinriicc  nf  which  ur  words  can  <ii\- 
an  idea,  set  to  work  to  dciiioli-h  the  wall.  She  had  already 
got  out  a  few  hrick-,  when,  turniii;:  to  dial  a  -tront^cr  hlow 
tlian  before,  she  saw  hehind  her  Moii-ieiir  de  Merre:.  She 
fainted  away. 

"'l.ay  niadaine  on  lier  bed,"  said  he  coldly. 

'•Foreseeing:  what  would  certainly  happen  in  his  absonce. 
he  had  lai<l  this  trap  for  his  wife;  lie  had  merely  written  to 
the  .Maire  and  sent  for  Duvivier.  The  jeweler  arrived  just  as 
tile  disorder  in  the  room  had  been  repaired. 

"'Duvivier,"  a^ked  Moii.-ieur  de  Merret.  "did  not  you  buy 
some  erucUixes  of  the  Spaniards  who  pa.--ed  thruugli  the 
town  'f' 

"  'No,  monsieur." 

"'A^ery  good;  tliank  you."  said  lie.  thisliing  a  tiger's  glare 
at  his  wife.  'Jean."  he  added,  i  inning  to  hi-  contidential 
valet,  'vou  can  serve  my  meals  here  in  Madame  de  Merret"s 
room.     She  is  ill,  and  I  .-hall  not  leave  her  till  ^he  recovers." 

''The  cruel  man  remained  in  his  wife".-  room  for  twtmty 
davs.  During  the  earlier  time,  when  there  was  some  little 
noise  in  the  closet,  and  Jo-cphine  wanted  to  intercede  for  the 
dying  man,  he  ^aid.  witliom  allowing  her  to  utti'r  a  word, 
'You  swore  on  the  Cross  that  thei-e  was  no  one  there."  " 


x\fter  this  story  all  the  ladies  rose  from  table,  and  thus 
the  s]K'll  under  which  Bianelioii  had  held  ihem  was  liroken. 
But  there  were  some  among  them  who  had  almost  shivered 
at  the  last  words. 
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Vcdicnfrd  to  my  dear  nu'ce  Valfntine  SuTille. 


'\^ 


Tin:  iiicidfiit  noonlrd  in  tliis  -kct'li  took  placo  towards  the 
tiiil  nf  the  iiKiiith  i^f  .\>iv('ii!l)cr  ISd'.t,  the  tiioiiK'nt  wlu-n  Na- 
I  'IcimV  I'liLfitive  ('iiii)irt>  attained  the  a])i);.f«'('  of  its  splondor. 

I'iir  trimipct-lilasts  of  Wairrain  wen-  still  sounding  an  cclio 
ill  till!  heart  nf  the  Austrian  innnarchy.  IVace  was  being 
-iir:ii'(l  hi'tween  l-'raiice  and  th(^  Coalition.     Kin<rs  and  i)rince3 

■..'IK'  t>  ri'orni  th'.Jr  orbit.-,  like  stars,  round  Napoleon,  who 
j:i\f  hiiii^'lr  the  pleasure  of  drairirini:  all  Kurope  in  his  train 
— a  iiia-nificeiit  exj)erinient  ir.  th(>  ]Hiwer  he  afterwards  dis- 
i'  ived  at  i>re-den.  Xever.  as  eonti'uiiioraries  tell  us,  did 
I'. ins  -e,.  (.ntertaiiMii  'iits  more  superb  than  those  which  ])re- 

'  '\'-i]  and  followed  the  soverritrn's  marriage  with  an  Austrian 
;irfhduehe>s.  Xevcr,  in  the  nio~t  s])lendid  days  of  tlie  Mon- 
an  hy.  had  so  many  cmwni.d  heads  thron<red  the  sliores  of  the 
><'i!ie.  never  had  the  Freiu-h  aristoeracy  been  so  rich  or  so 
S'iendid.  Tli('  diamonds  lavi.vhly  scattered  over  the  women's 
dn-- es,  and  the  L"ild  and  silver  eml)roiderv  on  the  uniforms 
'■■■nirasted  so  sironLrly  with  the  penurv  of  the  Republic,  that 
'in-  Wealth  of  the  ijlobe  -eeniol  to  be  rollinir  throuirh  the 
'irawiniT-roonis  of  Paris.  Intoxication  seemed  to  have  turned 
'Me  lirains  of  this  Kmpire  of  a  day.  All  the  military,  not 
exceptinir  tln'ir  ehii.f.  reveled  like  parvenus  in  tin.  treasnr(> 
■.■tiij'.irred  for  them  bv  a  million  men  with  worsted  epau!ett"S, 
'.viioM.  demands  were  satisfied  by  a  few  yard-  of  n^d  ribbon. 

At  this  time  most  won. en  afTocted  that  liditness  of  conduct 

■ind  farility  of  morals  which  di-tin<ruished  the  reii:n  of  Louis 

X"^  .     Whether  it  were  in  imitation  of  the  tone  of  th"  fallen 

monarchy,  or  because  certain  m.nibers  of  the  Imperial  laniily 
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had  <ot  tlic  example — a-  certain  malennter)!-  of  tho  FauLoiir'^ 
Saint-(ier]iiain  rlm-e  in  -av  it  i-  rertain  that  iiieii  aii<l 
unineii  aliki-  tiling-  tlieiii-rl\e-  iiit,)  :i  Ii|',-  ,,t"  plra-iire  with  an 

illll-epillit  y    \vll!(h    -.ellled     to    I'urelii  '\i-    tile    einl    <>(    ih,'    Wnr!(l. 

Jiut  llnrc  \\a>  at  that  time  aiiuilier  can-e  fur  -ndi  li<cnse. 
Til'-  inlaliiaiHiii  of  w.mieii  fur  the  mililarv  beiann'  a  freiixv, 
and  ua^  Ic.o  cdn-nnant  to  the  I'jnprrnr".-  \  iew<  (ov  liim  to 
tn.  to  eheelv  it.  'I'lie  fre(|iient  call-  to  arm-,  u-liieh  u'ave  every 
treat\  ((uiclndril  iieiw.  !i  .\apoI,M,;i  aiid  tli.-  rr-t  of  luinipc 
the  character  iif  an  armi.-tiee,  left  e\erv  pa-<ien  open  to  a 
termination  a.-  .-nddeii  a^  the  det-i-ions  ol  the  Commander-in- 
fhief  (if  all  tlic-e  im-hy-.  iieli.-e^.  and  aiirnillettes.  which  so 
fascinated  the  fair  -e.\.  i!eai-t-  were  as  nomadic  as  the  rotri- 
nients.  Between  tli<'  llr>t  and  tiie  tifth  hnlicim-,  from  th(^ 
Grande  Annie  a  woman  mi^dit  he  in  -iicce.~>ion  mi-tress,  wife, 
mother,  and  wiilow. 

\\  a.^  \l  t.ie  piospect  fd'  early  widowhimd.  the  hope  of  a 
jointure,  or  th;'l  of  ijeariin.''  a  name  pronu-ed  to  historv.  which 
made  the  soldiers  -o  att  raetive?  Were  women  drawn  to  them 
by  the  certaintv  that  i!ie  .-ecret  of  their  pa-.-ion-  would  ho 
bnried  on  the  Held  of  iiaitlc:'  or  may  we  lind  the  reason  of  this 
gentle  fanatici-m  in  the  nohle  charm  that  eonrap'  has  for  a 
woman?  l'erha|w  ail  tlu-e  n-A-  ti<.  which  the'  future  his- 
torian of  the  manner^  of  the  lunpiri'  will  no  douhr  amnso 
himself  by  wei<.diini:,  counted  fiM  somdliinLT  in  their  fa(>ile 
readiness  to  abandon  them-^ehc.  to  love  intriLine-,  ]],.  that  a.s 
it  may,  it  mw>t  here  he  eoiife>-ed  thai  at  that  time  laurels 
hid  manv  errors  women  -howcd  an  ardent  preference  for  tho 
hrave  adventurers,  whom  tliey  reirardcd  a<  the  true  fount  of 
lienor.  Wealth,  or  pleasure:  and  in  the  eyes  of  voumr  irirls,  an 
epaulett. — lh(.>  !  leroe-lypliie  of  a  future — si<:niiled  happiness 
and  lihertv. 

One  feature,  and  a  eharacteri-tic  one,  of  this  inm]ue  period 
in  oiir  hi-tor\-  was  an  unhndled  mania  for  e\er\thim:  irlitter- 
m'j-.  \ever  Were  firework-  -o  mneh  in  voi.nie.  never  w.tc  dia- 
mond-^ -o  hi-lilv  prized.  The  Mieti.  a-  .LMVedv  a-  the  women 
of  these  transluceni  pehl.Ie-.  di-played  them  no  less  lavishly. 
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l^■.-^ibly  the  necessity  for  taiTyiii;:  plundtr  in  the  most  porta- 
.;i-  I'liriu  Miadc  <r('iiis  the  t'a>hiini  in  tiic  army.  A  man  was 
!;,.l  ri(li(iiliiu>  tlifii.  a>  he  unuM  lie  miw,  if  his  shirt-frill  or 
ill-  lin^'er.-  bla/.fd  with  hir.L'''  iliaiiiond.-.  Murat.  an  Oriental 
i'V  nature,  -et  the  example  of  prfp()>tcrous  luxury  to  modern 
.".Idi.'rs. 

Ttie  Comte  de  (ioiulrcvillc.  fnrmerly  known  as  C'tizen 
Miiin.  whose  elevation  iiad  nuuh'  him  famou.-,  liavm^^  heeome 
.1  l.ucullus  of  the  Conservative  Senate.  whi<'h  "ronserved" 
iiMiliniL',  had  postponed  an  enlertainmenl  in  lienor  of  the 
;..  are  only  that  he  mi;.dit  the  better  jiay  hi.-  euurt  to  Napoleon 
li\  his  ell'orts  to  eelip-e  tlio.-e  tlatt  rers  who  had  been  before- 
liaml  witi)  him.  The  ambassadur,-  from  all  the  Powers 
f'h  ndlv  with  France,  with  an  tye  to  favnr.-  to  conie.  ttie  most 
ii;ip(irtant  persona^'es  of  the  Kmpire,  and  even  a  I'ew  |irinees, 
u>  re  at  this  hour  a^senilded  in  the  wealthy  senator's  drawing- 
i'^iiiiis.  Dancing  tlagged  ;  every  one  was  watching  for  the 
i'.mperor,  wiiose  presence  the  Count  iiad  promised  his  guests. 
And  Napoleon  would  have  kept  liis  word  but  for  the  scene 
uiiich  iiad  broken  out  that  vi'ry  evening  between  him  and 
.f'lMpliini — the  scene  whit'h  portended  the  impending  <livorcc* 
■  1  the  august  pair.  The  report  of  this  incident,  at  the  time 
krpi  vltv  secret,  but  recorded  by  history,  did  not  reach  the 
I  ir<  of  the  courtiers,  and  had  no  eiVeet  on  the  gaiety  of  Comte 
'I    ( londreville's   par'v   l)eyond   keeping   Napoleon  away. 

The  prettie:-t  women  in  I'aris.  eager  to  be  at  the  Count'.s 
'■!,  the  strength  of  mi'i'e  hearsav.  at  thi>  moment  wi^re  a  be- 
.-:eging  force  of  luxury,  eixpietti-hne-s.  elegance,  and  beauty. 
Tlie  linaneial  world,  proud  of  its  riches.  challenL'cd  tlie 
-;'!■  ndor  of  the  generals  and  hiLdi  otlicial-  of  the  !'>iipire.  so 
;•.  ,-,iiily  gorged  with  orders,  title-,  and  honor-.  Th.-e  grand 
:  i':-  were  always  an  opportunity  >,  izcd  upon  by  wealtbv  fam- 

'  -  tor  introducing  their  heiresses  to  N'apoleon"-   I'ra'torian 

'i.iard,  in  the  fooli-h  hope  of  exchanging  tlicir -plendid   for- 

'iiie-  for  uncertain  f:i\or-.     'I'lie  women  who  helieved  them- 

M-hr-  strong  enough  in  their  beaut\'  aloiie  came  to  test  their 

]  owtr.   There,  as  elsewheri',  amusement  was  Imt  a  blind.   Calm 
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and  sMiilinp  fare-:  ami  |ila(ui  hrou^  covered  stiniid  interests, 
expret^sioii.-  nf  frinnMiip  were  a  lie.  ami  iimhv  tluiii  unc  man 
was  Ic.-s  (li-tniMl'iil  111'  hi-  I'licmif.-  iliaii  nf  Iih  fnm.U. 

'I'iitsc  remarks  arc  nt'ci  •>,-.;!  r\  \n  cxiilaiti  I  In-  im  hIimIs  of  the 
little  imhni^rlic)  whii'li  is  the  >ul)Ji'c!  ,,(  ihi>  -imh,  and  tin- 
pictiin'.  -nficncd  a.-,  it  i-.  df  the  toiir  then  (Luniiiaiit  in  I'aris 
drawm^f-rooms. 

'"'I'lirn  _vt)ur  eys  a  lillk-  towards  the  [M-dc-tal  .-upportini; 
thai  candclahriim — do  you  ^'f  a  youn;:  !a(ly  wiih  her  hair 
drawn  hac  k  i)  hi  Cliimnsi- .'—'Ihvvt',  \u  the  curmr  to  the  left  : 
she  ha-  bhiehells  in  the  kiiui  of  (liestniit  iiirl>  wliidi  fall  in 
clusters  on  her  head.  Do  not  you  ,-ee  her?  She  i-  so  pale 
you  mi^dil  fancy  she  was  ill.  <lelieatc-lookiiii:.  and  \erv  small  ; 
then — now  ^Ir>  is  turning:  her  head  ijn,  ua\  ;  her  almond- 
shaped  hlue  eye-,  >o  deliuht  fully  -oft.  look  a^  if  they  were 
made  exjjressly  for  tear-.  Look,  look!  She  is  l.eiidin^'  for- 
ward to  M'e  Madame  de  \'audreiiionl  helow  the  erowd  of 
heads  in  constant  molion;  the  high  head-dre--es  prevent  her 
having  a  clear  view." 

"I  .-ee  hrr  now.  my  dear  fellow.  Vou  had  onlv  to  say  that 
she  had  the  whilc.-t  skin  of  all  the  uoin.-n  here;  I  -hould 
have  known  whom  you  meant,  I  had  non.ed  \ut  hefoiv:  she 
has  the  lovelie.-t  coiii|ileMop.  I  ever  admired.  From  hrnce 
I  defy  y(iii  to  see  again-t   her  ihn.at   the  i.earl.-  between  the 


sa[)j)hires  of  her  neckkue.     lint  .-he 


IS  a  pi-iiile  or  a  eoipielte, 


'or  the   tucker  -f  her   ho.li,,.   -,.,;re,.!\    |,.i-   .uie   -ii-pect    the 
leauty  of  her  oii-t.     What  -hnulder-!  what  li'v-wluteiiess  !'^ 


for  tl 
be; 

"Who  is  ^he:'"  a.-k( d  the  lir-t  .-pcake: 

"Ah  I  that  1  do  not  know." 

".\ri.-tocrat  !— Do  you  want  to  k.'cp  tliem  all  to  vourself, 
^lontcoriiet  y 

"You  of  ail  .ren  to  hauler  me!"  replied  ^rotlteo^let.  with 
a  smile.  'Mto  y,,ii  think  \nu  l:;i\e  a  ri-lit  to  insult  a  poor 
general  like  me  hecause.  hrm--  a.  happpy  rival  (d"  S.,iilani:es. 
you  cannot  even  turn  o,,  vo,ir  heel  without  ;:.armim:  ^[ada'ne 
de  Vaudreuiont:-  Ov  i-  ,•  !„  eaii^e  I  eam,.  onlv  a  month  aire 
into  the  i'romi.-ed  Landr     II, -w  m.-olent  vou  can  he.  vou  men 
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•■\  .itlico.  who  git  t:Iii('!  to  your  cliair-  while  wo  nri'  dddj^int: 

!|ot  .-ilKi  shell  !     Coinr.  MdlHielir  le  Militre  lies  Kenueles.  alldW 


i-  to  ^le;ni  in  the  lield  i)f  wliieh 


V'lii  can  only  have  |ircciiri()u- 


i"i».«,-.-i(Pii  fnun  the  iiKiineiit  when  we  evacuate  it.     The  (loucc 


W    111    1 


t:   w 


e  have  all  a  riLrht   to  live 


Mv  ''i)M(l  friend,  if 


viicw  the  (lei'nia: 


1   wonieii,  veil   wdidd.   I   hejiovc.  do 


me 


a  ;jniMi  inrn  with  the  I'afi-ian  vmi  love 


•Well,    (ienei'al. 


-I nee   villi    have  viiiich-afed    to  turn   vour 


.tteiitiun  ti.  that   lady,  whom   I   never  <aw  till  now,  havo  the 
iliarity  to  tell  nie  if  yon  ha\e  >een  liei-  daiie.'."" 

"U'liy.  my  dear   Martial,   wli 
1 1'  \i)ii   are  e\er  >ent    Wiili   an  eml 


lere    ha\e    von 


niia.-sv 


you  drojjped  from? 
1  liavi'  >inall  hopes 
f  Muir  >iieee.->.  l),i  not  yon  se<'  a  trijili'  rank  of  the  most 
.iidauiite(l  e(M|nette>  of  i'aris  ln'tweeii  her  and  the  swarm 
'I  ilaneinj:  men  that  huz/.  under  the  chandelier?  And  wa.s 
I   not  only  hy  the  hel|i  of  viiur  eveLda>>  that 


-cover  her  at  all  in  tin 


■ms  1 


uirieo 


you  Were  al)lo 
iriur  hy  that   jiillar.  wliere  she 

)lazin<r 


m  the  i,doom,   in  spite  of  the  camllcs  1 


aiioV( 


lur  head?     I^etween  her  and  us  tlioro  is  such 


'''  diamonds  and  Lila 


a  sparkle 

nee-,  so  many  lloatin;r  plumes,  such  a  tliit- 


I'  rof  lace,  of  flowers  and  eiirl-,  that  it  woiihl  he  a  real  mirack 
I'  .inv  dancer  could  detect  her  amonLr  those  sti'.rs.  Why,  Mar- 
nal.  !io".-  is  it  that  yon  have  i.nt  underst.ood  li-r  to  hi'  the 
uife  o»"  on  0  sous-prefet  ffoni  Lippe  or  Dyle,  who  has  come 
'.'•  tr.  'o  <rct  her  hii-Iiand  j)roinofi'd  ;-"' 

■<»h,    he    will    he!""    exclaimed    the    Master    of    Appeals 


,i;ickiv, 


"I  douht  it."  replied  the  Colonel  of  (" 
■^!ie  seem-  as   raw   in   intriLn 
!!■<■  het.  Martial,  that  voi 


iiirassiers.  lauirhi 


ng. 


U'  as  \'oi 


1  are  in  diplomacv.     I 
I  do  ncit  know  how  she  ^-ot  into  that 


Th..  I 


iiwver  lool 


at   the  Colonel  of  Cuirassiers  wit! 


1  an 


M.re->ion  as  inucr,  of  contempt  as  of  ciir 


■Well. 


proceeded 


IOSIt\'. 

Montcornet.   •she    arrived 


h'lve   no 


ht,  punctually  at  nine,  the  lir-t  of  the 


company  perliaps 


id  prohahly  she.srreat'v  eniharra.-sed  the  Comtes.;e  de  Condre- 
ile.  who  cannot   put   two  ideas  to.irether.     Repulsed  bv  the 


IIM 
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iiiistrt'ss  of  lilt'  lioii-c.  niiitid  l'n>iii  clinir  t<)  ilmir  hv  each 
ncwcoinor,  diid  driven  into  llif  -larhic—  nf  ihi-  Imh.  corner. 

she  allnweil    ller-elt'  tu   lie  walled    Ml.   tile   vi.tllll   of   the    jealoiisv 

of  the  nther  ladle-,  ulin  wdnld  ;;lailly  ha\e  l.iirii'd  that  daiiLMT- 
oiis  heaiity.  She  li;id.  dt'  iMiii'M',  iKi  friend  In  eti.unrauM'  her 
to  iiKiintain  the  phiee  -he  |ii-t  liehi  ill  tile  frMiit  ra M I< ;  then 
•  ■aeh  nf  those  t reaehereiN  fair  oni'<  would  li.ne  enjoined  on 
till'  men  of  her  circle  on  no  account  to  tiike  out  onr  poor  friend, 
under  pain  of  the  -evere.-t  piini-hnienl.     That,  inv  dear  fellow. 

is  the  way   in   which  tllo-e    -\.    •el    f;|ie-,   in   appe.UMIlre  -M  tender 

and  s(t  artless,  would  have  fornieil  a  .o.ilitmn  .uMin-t  the 
stran-jer.  ami  that  without  a  w.ird  hevoiid  llie  ,pie-tion.  -'rell 
inc.  de;ir.  do  vou  know  that  little  woman  in  hhie;-" — I,,i(ik  Ihtc. 
Martial,  if  you  care  to  run  the  Lrantlet  of  more  llatterintr 
^'lances  and  invitiiii:  (iiie-tion-  than  vou  will  ever  aL^■lin  meet 
in  the  whole  >>(  \our  life,  jii-t  try  to  e-ot  throULdi  tln'  triple 
rani]>art  wliich  defend-  thai  <.>ueen  >,['  lule.  (,r  Lippe.  or 
Charente.  You  will  see  wln'ther  the  diille-t  woman  of  tlioin 
all  will  not  he  e(|ual  to  inventiiii:  some  wih'  that  would  hind<T 
the  most  determined  m.ni  from  hriiiuim;-  ihe  jilaintive  -tranirtT 
to  the  li^dit.  I)(je-  it  not  -trike  you  that  -lie  looks  like  an 
ele^y!'" 

_  "Do  you  think  so.  M<Mitc<,rnet  V     Then  -he  must  ho  a  mar- 
ried woman!'" 

'"Why  not  a  widow :" 

"She  would  he  le,-s  passive,"  said  the  lawver.  laui:Mn<r. 

''She  is  perhaps  the  widow  of  a  man  w  h,,  j-  i:amiilin,i:."  ro- 
jdied  the  handsome  Colonel. 

"lo  he  sure:  since  the  pcne  there  are  -o  manv  widows  of 
that  ela.-^s!"'  said  Martial.  "I'.nt.  mv  dear  Moiitcrnet.  we 
area  couple  of  simpleion,.  Tiiat  faci'  i-  -till  too  inu'ciiuou-. 
there  is  too  much  youth  and  fre-lini.--  on  the  lirow  and  teni- 
]ile.-  for  h.T  to  he  married.  What  -plcndid  fl.sh-tints ! 
N'othin-  has  sunk  in  the  niodc!in,-  of  the  no<e.  Lip.,  chin. 
eveiMthin^rr  in  her  face  i<  as  frc-h  a-  a  white  rosehud!  thou-h 
the  expri'ssion  is  veiled.  a<  it  were,  hy  the  clouds  of  sadnes.-. 
>Vlio  can  it  ho  that  makes  lliat  younj:  creature  weet^?" 
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"Women  rrv  for  -n  litilr,"  -aid  ihr  Cnloiipl. 

"1  iii>  nut  kiiiiw,"  itplicd  Miirliiil  ;  "liiit  >lu'  dors  not  cry 
!iit;iii-c  she  is  Irl'i  ilii  ri'  without  ;i  piirtiHr-;  her  ixriff  is  not 
ff  lod.iv.  It  i>f\i(|r!it  ih.it  -lif  lij-  lii'iiiit  iliril  tn'r.-«'ir  for  this 
tvi'riinir  with  iiitrni  i'Mi.  |  Wduld  w;i;^cr  ihiil  she  is  in  lovo 
.i!ri:iily." 

'i'l.ih  I   She  i-i  |MTh;i|is  thr  d,ni.i,dii iT  of  -(line  (irrmnn  princo- 
ii_' ;   MO  oiif  talks  to  her.""  ^aid   Montconu't. 

"iirarl    how    iinh.i|i[iy    a    [loor    child    may    h<>I""    Martial 

•Ml  on.     "('an  ihirr  !»•  aiivlhintr  nidrc  ;:rac('fMl  and  n'fincd 

'lan  our  little  .-tranL'ir?     Well,  iioi   one  of  tho^c  runes  wlio 

■Mild  round  her.  and  wlio  helii'vc  that  tlifv  can  fed.  will  sav 

I  word  to  her.      If  -he  would  l)Ut  speak,  we  shoidd  sec  if  sho 

has  fine  teeth," 

"Hies>  me,  you  hoil  over  like  milk  at  the  least  increase 
'  ;■  iem[)eraturc  I"  cried  tli.  r'nlonej,  a  little  nettled  at  so 
>o(in  findinir  a  rival  in  hi>  friend. 

"What  I"  exclaimed  the  lawyer,  without  licedin<r  tho  Colo- 
!j' I"-  ((iie-tion.  "Can  nohody  h'TO  tell  lis  the  name  of  this 
I  \ulic  tlower!'"' 

■Some  lady  eoinpanionl"  said  JTontcornot. 

"What  next?  A  companion  I  wearinir  sapphires  fit  for  a 
•piecn.  and  a  dre>s  of  .Malines  lace?  Tell  that  to  the  marines, 
'i'lieral.  Von,  ton,  would  not  shine  in  diplomacv  if,  in  the 
leiir-c  of  your  conjectures,  you  jump  in  a  breath  from  a 
•  ■'•  rman  princess  to  a  laily  companion.'' 

M^ntcornct  stop|ie(l  a  man  hy  takiiii,'  his  arm — a  fat  I'ttle 
;'  III.  whose  iron-frray  hair  and  clever  eves  were  to  be  seen 
.:  the  lintel  of  every  doorway,  and  who  niin<rled  uncorc- 
!:i'>i!ioiisly  with  the  various  groups  which  welcomed  liim  re- 
^[■eet  fully. 

"<!ondrevi!lo.  my  friend."  said  ^fonteornet.  "who  is  that 
''iite  charmiiiLr  little  woman  sittin;;  out  there  under  that 
.'!'  L'e  eandela)>nim !'" 

"Tlie  candelabrum?     Kavrio's  work:  Isaljcv  made  the  de- 


•  \i  ^ 


"Oh.  I  recognized  your  lavishni>ss  and  ta.ste;  but  the  kdv?" 


m: 


2W. 
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"Ah  I  1  do  ii'it  know.     Sniin'  triciid  of  my  wift-'s,  no  doubt." 

*'()r  yuiir  iiii>tif".  uni  nld  ra.'cal."' 

"Nn,  nil  my  liiitiur,  'I'lif  ('(.intf-M-  ,],■  (iniidrrvillt'  is  tho 
only  pci'Miii  caimijlr  uf  iiniiini:  |.fii|p|i'  w  lium  w,  nn,.  kiiuw-;." 

liL  ,«|»it<'  (d'  till-  \rry  aciimuinnii-  (nmmciil,  thr  fat  little 
iriaii'-  li|K  did  \],<\  |(i„.  ill,,  ^hiil,.  uimh  the  (',,;(.ni-|\  -ii;.'i.f('.s- 
tiuu  lia<i  tiriMi-lii  |.i  ih.'iii.  M..|iiidriHi  ivi  iiiiird  tn  llir  lawvcr. 
will"  had  r('ji>iiic<|  a  in'iLdiiMinn;.'  i:rini|>,  iiilcn;  on  a-kin<r,  Imt 
in  vain,  for  informalion  a,-  lo  lite  I'.iir  unknown,  lie  ;,'ra,'«ped 
MartialV  aim,  and  -aid  in  In-  car; 

".My  dear  .Martial,  mind  wlial  \(iii  ;mt  alMMii.  Maihinic  dc 
\'aiidri'moiit  ha,-  been  ualciiin-  \nii  \',,r  -..mc  miiuitfs  with 
f)miniiiis  altt'iUMrii.-- ;  >li,.  i.>  ^  woman  who  .an  '^wr--  hv  the 

IIKTC    ninVfllirlit    nf    \,iiir    li|i<    what     \Mii    -;i\     In    nu-;    our   fWii 

havi'  alrradv  ln!d  lur  l<i<)  imikIi  ;  -he  ha-  |M'rciMV(il  and  fol- 
lowed iheir  dircciimi.  and  I  ^ii-|W(t  thai  a;  ilii-  moment  >he 
is  thinkiiiL.'  even  ipni-e  ilnm  «c  are  ..f  ihe  Imle  hliie  ladv." 

"That  is  too  old  a  trek  in  warfare,  my  (h'ar  Munteoniet  I 
However,  what  do  I  eare?  Like  the  l-lmiieror,  when  1  liave 
made  a  coikiih  -i.  I  keep  it." 

"Martial,  your  fatuity  eries  out  for  a  le--^on.  What!  voii. 
a  civilian,  and  so  lucky  as  to  he  tlie  hiidiand-desi;,rnnte  of 
Madame  de  \'aiidrciiioni.  a  widow  of  two-and-tweniv.  hur- 
deiK'd  wiih  four  t!i<.u-,iiid  iia|ioleoiH  a  year  a  woman  who 
slips  such  a  diana.n.l  a-  ihi-  .ui  \our  fiii-er,""  ho  added, 
takinjr  the  lawyer's  left  hand,  which  ihe  youii".--  man  eom- 
jdaocnlly  allowed;  "and.  lo  eruwn  all.  yuii  aireet  the  Lovelaoo. 

just  as   if  you   were  a   co! I    .nid   ohH^^red    to   keep   up   the 

reputation  of  the  military  in  home  (|uartersl  Fie,  fiel  Only 
think  of  all  you  mav  lo-e." 

"At  any  rate,  1  shall  ii"!  lo-e  my  liberty."  replied  ]\rartial, 
with  a  forced  laugh. 

He  cast  a  passionate  L'lance  at  :\Iadame  de  Vaudremont. 
who  rospond(><I  only  hy  a  .-nii!e  <if  some  uneasiness,  for  she 
had  seen  the  Colonel  examinini:  the  lawyer's  rinir. 

"Listen  to  me,  ihirtial  if  von  lliitfer  round  inv  yonni: 
stranger,  I  shall  .set  to  work  to  win  ^Lldame  de  Vaudremont  " 
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"Ynii  havp  my  full  f><'rnii--inn.  tiiy  ilr;ir  riiirassitT.  Imt  you 
vviil  not  jr.iiii  tin-  niii(!i,"'  aiid  the  \oiii\-  Mail  re  di'.-  UiMiur'tos 
[lilt  liis  jKilislicd  tiiumli-nail  under  an  iipprr  tooth  "  ith  u  little 
iiiockin;:  click. 

"Ht'iiii'mlHT  that  I  am  miinarriid,"  -,iid  the  ('nloiicl ;  "'hat 
i:iv  -Word  i-i  my  wlinlc  f.irtiiiic;  a-id  that  -^iich  a  chanonge 
I.-  M'ttinj.'  Tantalus  doun  to  a  haiKimt  whidi  1m'  will  devour." 

"I'rrr." 

'1  111-  defiant  ml!  <if  eon-nnant-  was  tin'  only  rejdy  to  the 
ColorK Ts  deelaratinn.  as  Martial  luc.ki  d  him  t"ri>m  head  to  foot 
1m  fore  turnin;:  away. 

The  t'a-hion  i<\'  the  time  ftH|uired  men  to  wear  at  a  ball 
u'i:te  ker.-eymere  hircihcs  and  >ilk  .-tockip;^s.  This  pretty 
«•' -tumc  showed  to  <:reat  ailvatila^re  tin-  |i<rfeetion  of  Mont- 
I'lrnet's  fine  shape.  He  was  tive-and-ihirty,  and  attracted 
attention  liy  his  >talwart  hei;.'ht.  insisted  on  for  the  (Juirassiera 
(4' the  lmj)erial  (iuard  who-e  iiaiid-nme  uniform  enhanced  the 
'liL'nity  of  his  fi;:ure.  still  umthfiil  in  spite  of  the  stoutnosf' 
o.ca.-ioned  hy  living:  on  hor-ehack.  .\  hiaek  moustache  c:n- 
I  fia-i/ed  the  frank  exim-sion  of  a  thoroughly  soldierly 
countenance,  with  a  hroad,  hi.udi  fon-lu'ad,  an  aiiuiline  nosp, 
and  hrijjht  red  lif)s.  Montcomet'.s  manner,  stamped  with  a 
rertain  superiority  due  to  the  hahit  of  command,  mifrht  pleaae 
a  w.iiiian  sen.sihle  eriouirh  not  to  aim  at  making'  a  slave  of  her 
hu.-hand.  The  Colonel  smiled  as  he  looked  ;it  the  li'n-yef, 
one  of  liis  favorit(>  colle;:e  friends,  whose  small  figure  made 
ir  neee-sary  for  Monteornet  to  look  down  a  little  as  he  an- 
swered his  raillery  with  a  friendly  glance. 

H.irnn  Martial  de  l.i  Hoche-IIugon  was  a  vounLT  rrovcn(,*al 
[  itnuiized  hy  Xapolron  ;  his  fate  mifrht  probably  be  some 
^f'lendid  embassy.  He  had  won  the  Kmpemr  bv  his  Italian 
suppleness  and  a  genius  for  intrigue,  a  drawing-room  elo- 
'jUenie,  and  a  knowledge  of  manner-.  whi(  h  are  so  good  a 
sub-titute  for  the  hiijli(T  ijualit  ies  of  a  <ter!inL'  man.  Though 
.voung  and  eager,  his  face  had  alreadv  aetjuired  the  rigid 
brilliancy  of  tinned  iron,  nne  of  the  indispens;ible  character- 
istics of  djplomatistri,  which  allows  them  to  conceal  their  enao- 
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tioiis  iiinl  (li<,Lriii-c  tln'ir  f.i'liiiLr-.  uiilrss.  imlrci].  tliis  iinpassi- 
hility  in(iic;)t(  ^  an  al'Miiic  nf  all  riiiMtii.ii  arnl  tlic  ili'ath  of 
ovcrv  iVcliiiir.  'I'lii-  licart  "f  a  ili|iliiiiia!.'  iiia\  If  rciranlci! 
as  an  insulnli!"  ju'iiliiiin,  I'nr  tlir  llii-cc  inn-t  jllii-trimis  aiii- 
l)as>a(liir-  nf  ilir  tiiiir  have  Imtii  (1i>i  iii'_riii.-hc(|  hv  pcnluralilc 
hatri'ils  am!  iiin.-t  runianl  ic  allacliinciit.-. 

Mart.ial.  Iiowcvcr.  was  one  of  tlinsc  iiir'i  wli"  arr  capahlc 
of  nH-koniiiLT  on  tin-  future  in  the  ninUl  of  their  inten^c-t 
onjoyineii!  ;  he  hail  aln.nlv  leanieil  to  jinlL'e  the  wovhl.  ami 
hid  hi>  ainhiti(.n  under  tlie  fatiiitv  of  a  hnlv-killer,  c  loakiii,i: 
his  talent  nnder  tln'  cininionplaee  of  ini'ilioerit v  as  soon  as 
he  ohsei  ,('(1  the  rapnl  ailvaneenieiit  of  tho>e  men  who  <ravo  tlu' 
m  .>'v  r  liltie  umhi'aL^e. 

""  twe  friends  now  hail  to  part  with  a  eordial  <:rasp  of 
ha.i(i.-  The  inli'oihietory  tune,  waniinir  the  ladies  m  form 
in  squ.irer-  for  a  fre-li  (|iiadnlle.  cleared  the  nien  awav  from 
the  spaee  they  had  filled  winle  talLini:  in  the  middle  of  tlio 
larizo  room.  This  lnirri<'(l  diale-iie  had  taken  plaee  durinir  the 
usual  interval  hrtwien  twu  dame,-,  in  front  id'  the  tireplaee 
of  tJie  L'rea.t  drawinLr-rooni  of  ( inmlreville"-  mansion.  'I'he 
(jucstions  and  answer-  nf  thi-  \irv  ordir;ary  i)allro(un  i^ossip 
had  heen  almost  whispered,  hy  eaeh  of  the  >peakors  into  Ins 
m-ighbor"s  ear.  At  the  -ame  time,  the  i  handeliers  and  the 
flainl>eanx  on  the  ehimnev-helf  -hed  -neh  a  lino.]  of  He-ht 
on  the  two  frien.d-  that  their  fa.e^.  Mriinudv  illnminatod. 
failed,  in  spite  of  their  diplimiatie  di-i  ivtion.  to  eoneeal  the 
faint  e.xpression  of  their  iVelni  j  -  eii  hrr  from  the  keen-siirhted 
"ountess  or  the  anie.v-.  .^tramrer.  Tlii^  .-piona^re  of  people's 
thou<rhts  is  jierhajis  to  idle  per-on,  ,,ii,.  ,if  the  pleasnre<  tlnn- 
find  in  society,  whih'  nundier-  of  disappointed  numskulls  are 
bored  there  without  darim_'  ii>  ewn  it. 


Fully  to  appreciate  the  mtere-t  of  this  conversation,  it  is 
necessary  to  relate  an  incident  wiiicl;  would  presently  serve 
as  an  invisible  bond,  drawirii:  toi^ithor  the  actors  in  thi? 
Jittlo  drama,  who  were  at  pre-i  nt  -eattiMvd  throu,i:h  the  rooms. 

At  about  eleven  o'ldm  k.  jii-t  a-  the  dancers  were  returning 
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',.  iheir  scat?,  the  eniiipany  had  ob.-tTved  the  entrance  of  the 

uaiidMiinrrt   uoiiiaii  in  Paris,  llii-  (luirii  cf  iasliioii,  the  only 

'„.r-(jii   wanlinj:  t"  thi^   brilliant    a>-cnilily.      Sin-   made   it   a 

i-iilr  ucvrr  In  u[i\>r:ir  till  tin-  nionicnt  when  a  pi.rty  had  reached 

Uiai    j'llL'li   111'   (Xritid    niu\cnient    whirh   (!'>.•>   nc     allow   the 

A.,n,rn  [<>  pr.'M'rve  niiuli  lon^'cr  the  rre^lln'    -  "i'  tb -ir  f.-ces 

:■  ni  Ml.  ir  dre.-s.     'riii>  hriff  liinir  i^,  as  it      en  .  ili.-  r-|.nn^'- 

.,f  ;i   IkiII.     An   hour  after,  uhcii  pleasv    ■•  ■  liU  iial  ard 

.;_r;„.    1-   ciK  I  Mchin.LT.   i'vi'r\tliin,u'   i-    spoil..      Madanu'    de 

\  ,ii!ilivinunt   never  '(ininutted  the  lilnnder  of  ri'niainin<:  at  a 

•pai-fv  to  he  >eeii  with  dr<H,iun«r  llower>.  hair  out  of  eurl,  tum- 

;  .  .i  iriil.-.  and  a  faee  like  every  <ither  that  sleep  i~  court in,i,' — 

■  ..,1  :ilw;u>  wiiliout  .-ueeo.-.    She  took  ;:ood  eare  not  to  let  her 

ar.tv  lie  >cen  drow-y.  a>  her  rivals  did:  >!ie  was  so  elever 

:.-  '1.  keep  up  lier  reputation  for  sinartne-^  by  always  leavinj^ 

.1  !,al!roorn  in  brilliant  order,  a.-  she  had  entered  it.     Women 

.-prrcil    to   e.ieh    other    uilh    a    f'-lin.t:   e.f   envy    that    she 

;,;:iioied  and  wore  as  many  ditlVrent  dre--es  as  the  parties  she 

\\  -nt  to  in  one  evening:. 

III!  tla'  |)re~ent  o(  (  a-ioii  Madaii'e  dc  V.^udri'inont  was  not 
M-tiih-d  to  be  fret'  to  leave  nhen  -iie  would  tile  ballroom  she 
'nd  iii;ered  in  triiimpli.  rau.-iiiLT  for  a  moment  on  the  tliresh- 
.;■!.  -he  ,-hot  ^wift  but  ob.-ervant  .lilanee-^  on  the  women 
•■'■eM-!it.  ha>tilv  .-erntini/inLT  their  dre>ses  to  assure  herself 
:    ;t;  iier  own  eelip-ed  them  all. 

The  illu>triou-  bi'aiiiy  pre-eiiti'd  herself  to  the  admiration 

''•  ihe  erowd   at    tlie   -anie   moment    with  one  of  the  bravest 

...!..iieU  of  the  (iuard.-"  Artillery  and  the  I-'.iiiperor"s  favorite, 

•!.•  Conite  de  Siuilaii.-cs.     The'  transient  and  fortuitous  a.<so- 

i.iljon  of  the^e  two  had  about    it    ;.  certain  air  (^f  mystery. 

I  e>  he.'iriii'j  the  names  aniiouticed  of  Monsieur  de  SonlanL'es 

;:i.l  the  ('omtes>e  de  \'audremoiit.  a  few  women  sitlinL'  by  the 

^'.-.I'l  rose,  and  men.  hurryiici  in  from  the  si(h'-room-.  pressed 

■■ward   to  the   principal  doopwav.     One  of  the  jesters  who 

'■'■  alwav-  to  be   found   in   anv   lari.'-e   assembly  -aid.  as  the 

'  Miiiitess   and   her  '-cort    came   in.  that    "women   had   ipiite 

-  nuich  cnrio.-itv  about  sei'ing  a  man  who  wa,-  faithful  to  his 
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pa.<,sion  as  men  liad  in  -tiuiviiii:  ii  woman  wlio  was  tlifficult  to 
outlirall." 

Thou<i!i  the  Cmnt''  dc  Sunhmuc-,  a  yniini:  man  of  about 
two-and-tl'iri\ ,  \va,-  rniluwi'il  with  liic  ihtvous  lriii|)('riiuicnt 
which  in  a  man  .lmvc-  n.-c  lo  liiic  (nialitic-,  hi,--  -IcikIit  build 
and  [lah-  complcMnn  urp'  imt  at  lirst  >ii,dit  attractivi' ;  his 
black  cvi',^  bi'irau'd  •^niii  vivacity,  but  lu-  was  taciiuni  in 
com[iany,  and  tlicrc  ua-  nnthiiii:  in  bi<  apijcarancc  to  reveal 
the  ;:il't  tiircratHry  w!ic-h  >iib>ei|iient  ly  di-l  inL'ui~hed  him.  on 
the  lii,L:!it,  in  tlie  lcLri-!aii\e  a-.-embly  uiulrr  the  Iicsturation. 

The  Comtt'sse  de  Wiuilrenidiit,  a  tail  Wdinan.  rather  fat, 
with  a  skin  of  da/zjiim-  \i  li;tene-^>.  a  sinall  h' ad  that  >ln' 
(•arrie(l  W(il,  and  the  immen-e  advantap'  of  in-pirin;:  love 
by  the  LTaciousnos  of  lier  manner.  wa>  "ne  of  those  beinirs 
wlio  keep  all  till'  ])romi>e  "i  ilieir  beantv. 

'I'lie  pair,  whn  for  a  few  minute-  were  the  centre  of  Lrdieral 
obscrvatidii.  did  not  for  iciiir  .L'ive  curio-iiv  an  oppertunity 
of  exercisini:  it-elf  ab(M:t  them.  Tlie  ( 'nlnii,-|  and  the  ( 'oiintess 
seemed  perfectly  t,,  iind.i-tand  that  a'-eideiit  had  [ilaced 
them  in  an  awkward  pe-ition.  Martial,  as  thev  eame  fnr- 
ward,  had  ha-li-ned  tn  juin  the  LM'-nip  id'  men  bv  thr  fireplace, 
that  hi'  mii:lit  waich  Madame  de  X'ain'v,. ;,;,,,,(  «■;■'  the  j"alous 
anxiety  o(  the  lir.-l  llame  ef  pa-inn.  f!,,!ii  l„.h;iid  the  heads 
which  formed  a  -en  of  rampart  ;  a  -reret  voice  ^eemed  to 
warn  him  that  tin'  -iiree—  ,,u  ulii.-h  he  prided  hiiii-<'lf  niiirht 
[icrhaps  he  precarimi-.  iiiii  the  e.,!,llv  puiite  >mile  with  wliich 
the  Countes-  thanked  Mon-a  iir  de  SmilaiiLiv-.  and  her  little 
bow  of  dismissal  as  >he  -at  dnwn  by  Mailame  de  (iondivville, 
relaxed  the  mnsel.'s  of  hi-  faee  which  ji  alou-v  had  made  rijriri. 
Sceinji  Soulan-vs.  however,  -till  standinii-  ipiii<'  near  the  sofa 
on  which  Madame  de  N'aiidiviciuil  wa-  -eated.  tint  apparently 
liavin.i:  understood  the  Ldance  bv  which  the  lady  had  Cfuivcved 
to  him  that  they  were  both  plavim:  a  riiliculous  part,  the 
volcanic  I'l-oveiical  a.<:ain  linit  the  black  brows  that  overshad- 
owed hi<  bh'e  eyes,  -mo'.thcd  hi-  c!i,-t;iut  .airls  to  keep  hiiii'^edf 
in  eountenanee.  and  withmit  betraviiiLT  th(>  airitatinn  wliich 
made  his  heart  lieat,  watched  the  face<  of  tli(>  Countess  and  of 
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M.  (If  SoulunfTcs  '.vliik-  >ti!I  chatting-  with  his  nei^'hbor.'^.  Ho 
;!i'U  tiKik  the  hand  of  ('dIoih-I  Mn  "nict.  \vh.>  had  jii<t 
iriirwfd  their  did  afi|iiaiman(x'.  Inn  hi  i-tciu'd  to  hn.i  wuh^mt 
ii(;iriii,Lr  him;  hi.-  mind  wa-  cl-rwhciv. 

S..:ihni;_a'.-  was  j.'a/,in,i:  cahnly  at  the  women,  r-itimir  four 
•links  dcc|)  all  round  the  immi-n.-o  ballroom,  admiriii.:'  thi? 
ihiUo  of  diamond-,  rulnc.-,  masses  of  ^oid  and  -hiiiinu'  hair, 
i.f  whicli  the  hi>ire  almost  outshone  the  hla/.e  of  v,a.\!i^lits, 
:;!•■  eiitL'lass  of  tile  chandeliers,  and  the  pildin;:.  His  rival's 
-lojid  indill'erenee  put  the  lawver  out  (d'  eounteiiaiiee.  <,luite 
ih-.ipahle  of  control lin:_^  his  secret  transports  of  impatience. 
Martial  went  towards  Madame  de  \"audremont  with  a  \k)V>. 
"]]  -c'cin^'  the  Proveiiral,  Soulan^'cs  jravc  liim  a  covert  Lrlance, 
.:iid  impertinently  turned  away  his  head.  Solemn  -ilom.e 
I'  lu-  rei^rned  in  tht-  room,  where  curiosity  w;.s  at  the  hiirliest. 
pUcli.  All  these  ea.irer  faces  wore  the  stra!i;_'e.-t  mixed  ex- 
i.re--ioii-; ;  evcrv  one  a|>prehended  ono  of  tho-e  outhri'aks  which 
iiirii  of  l>ree(linL,r  c'lirefuUy  avoid,.  Suddenlv  the  Count's  pale 
flee  turned  as  red  as  the  scarlet  facinirs  of  liis  coat,  and  lie 
I'.X'd  his  jraze  on  the  lloor  that  the  cause  of  his  ai:itation 
nii^dit  not  he  ,iriH's,-;ed.  On  catching  siirht  of  the  unknown 
'ady  liumhly  seated  hy  the  pedestal  of  the  candclahruni.  lie 
'iioved  away  with  a  melancholy  air,  passing:  in  front  of  the 
lauyer.  and  took  refui:e  in  one  of  the  cardrooms.  Martial 
and  all  the  company  thought  that  Soulangcs  liad  publicly 
surrendered  the  jiost,  out  of  fear  of  the  ridicule  which  in- 
'.  iriabiy  attaches  to  a  discarded  lover.  The  lawyer  pnnid.ly 
raised  his  head  and  looked  at  the  strange  lady;  then,  a-  he 
look  his  seat  at  his  ease  near  Madame  de  Vaudremont.  he 
'■steiied  to  her  >o  inattentively  that  he  did  not  catch  these 
^"■■iU  spoken  behind  her  fan  : 

"Martial,  you  will  oblige  me  this  evenim:  hv  not  wonring 
that  ring  that  you  snatched  from  nit\  I  have  my  rea  ons, 
■  ind  will  explain  them  to  you  in  a  moment  wlien  we  i.'-o  awav. 
"toil  must  give  me  your  arm  to  go  to  tho  i'rinc '■-:-<■  de 
V.'aLTatn's." 

"Whv  did  von  come  in  with  the  Colonel?"  a,-kcd  the  Baron. 
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'1  mot  him  in  the  hall,"  .-lie  renlicd.     "But  loavo  me  now; 


evcrvDiHiv  i- 


Idukii    ■  at  u.- 


Martia.1  rftmiir'!  l<i  the  Cilniicl  of  ruira-sicr-.  Thcr  it 
was  that  the  litlli-  hl'U'  huly  hail  hccumc  tin'  olijcd  of  thf> 
curiu^itv  which  aLrilatcil  in  such  various  way<  tlu'  Coionol. 
Soiihmp-.  Martial,  and  Madame  dc  Vaudrcmont. 

Wlion  the  friciiiN  parted,  after  th"  clialleiiLre  whieli  oIosckI 
tlieir  roiiversati^ii.  the  Ha  mil  th^w  to  Madame  do  VandreiiMUit. 
ami  !ed  iier  to  a  [ilaee  in  the  nio^t  hrilliant  i|iiadrille.  I'avored 
hv  the  ,-ort  of  intoxjeation  which  dancini:  alway-  nrndiices 
in  a.  wnman.  and  hv  the  turmoil  of  a  hall,  where  men  appear 
in  all  the  trii-kcrv  of  <lre-^.  which  add-  no  Ic-,-  to  their  aJtrar- 
tions  :lian  it  docs  to  those  of  women.  Martial  tJic.uLdit  lie 
mi^dit   yield   with   impiinit\'   to  the  chariii   that    attiii^ed  )ii^ 


'hoiiudi 


<:aze  to  tile  lair  strantrer  I  honu'li  lie  succeeded  m  liidmsj 
his  fii~t  irlaiKus  toward^  the  ladv  in  hhie  from  tlie  anxious 
activitv  of  the  Counters"  cvc-.  he  wa-  ere  lomr  caiii:ht  in  tho 


fact 


ami  thouLdi  he  maiiaLTcd  tei  excuse  himself  onee  for  hi? 


ah-ciice  of  mind,  he  could  not  jii<tify  the  iin<ceml\'  -ilenee 
with  which  he  pre-entlv  heanl  the  mo~t  insinnatini:  (question 
wliich  a  woman  can  put  to  a  man: 

"Do  voii  like  me  vi'r-.-  much  thi-  evenniLr''" 


And   the  more  d 


re.imv  he  he<-aiiie.  the  mil 


ire  the  Countess 


pro«>ed  and  lea-ed  him. 

While  Martial  was  daneino".  the  Coionol  niovi'd  from  Lrronp 
to  irronp, -eekinuf  information  ahout  the  unk-nm-.-n  ladv.  ,\ftor 
oxhaiHtimr  the  L'ooddiumor  even  of  the  most  inditrerent,  ho 
had  re-olved  to  take  advania'je  (d'  a  moment  when  the  T'omt- 
osse  de  Condfeville  <eenieil  io  Im'  a!  lihertv.  to  a-k  her  the  name 
of  the  mysterious  lady,  when  he  perceived  a  little  spaoo  lef*- 

]  the  two 
sofas,  which  ended  in  that   corner.     The  dance  Inid  left  sev- 


eh'.tr    hetWeen     the    pede-tal    of    tl 


le  candeiaiirum  am 


oral  of  tl 


1'  chairs  \'acant.  which  fepnied  lows  o 


fortifications 


held   hy   motliers  or  women  ef  middle  aLre;  and  th'>  Coionol 
seized  the  o;)portnnitv  to  !i!,!l.:i    in-  wa\'  tliroiej-'i  this  jialisado 

He  lie._r:ni  hv  making  liinisolf 


Ininir  \vitli  -liawN  and  wrap-. 

atrreeahk'  to  the  dowaizers.  and  -o  from  one  to  another,  and 


<'.)iiipliin('nt  to  coinplinu'nt.  hv  Mt  la-'  rcaehod  tho  empty 

.    iirM   the  straiipT.     At   tin'  risk  of  catchiiiir  on  to  tlio 

_r\ji  -ms  iind   chiniaTa-  df  tlu'  litiir<'  (;an(lelal)ruin.  he  -tood 

■!;   ir,   braviii::-  the  irlan-  ami   ilrn|ipiii,L:  'if  tlir   wax   r;!iiilli's, 

Martial's  cMri'iiu'  aiiinivaiicc. 

Thr  Colunil,  far  tnn  tartful  to  speak  siKidciily  to  the  little 
;  ill.'  iailv  (in  his  rij,dit.  l.v<.'an  by  sayin,ir  to  a  jilain  woman  who 
•,\as  M'ati'd  on  iIr'  kd't  : 

••This  is  a  splendid  hall,  madamc!  Wiiat  luxury  !  What 
hh!  On  mv  wurd.csrrv  wmnan  here  is  pretty  I  Yon  are  not 
iliiicim: — hecauM'  von   dn  nut   can'   for  it,  no  (ioul)t."" 

'riii-  vapid  conversation  was  -ojely  intended  to  induce  his 
nuhl-hand  iU'i;.'hhor  to  speak:  Init  she,  silent  and  ahscnt- 
'I. Milled,  paid  not  the  lea>t  atteiiimn.  'i'he  otlicer  had  in 
^^u•l•  a  number  of  jihrases  which  he  intended  should  lead  up 
!•>:  ••And  voii,  madame?" — a  fjuestion  from  which  he  hoped 
'-cat  thin^(s.  Hut  he  was  >tran,i:(dy  surprised  to  see  tears  in 
tile  -trance  lady's  eyes,  which  seemed  wholly  absor'x'd  in 
^.'izini:  on  ^ladaiiic  de  Vaudrenioiit. 

"You  are  married,  no  doubt,  madaino?"  ho  asked  her  at 
''  riL'lh.  in  hesitalin.L'  tones. 

"Yes.  monsieur,"  replied  the  lady. 

"And  your  husband  is  here,  of  course?" 
'Ves,  monsieur." 

"And  why.  madame.  do  you  remain  in  this  spot?  Is  it  to 
niract  attention  ?" 

The  mournful  lady  smiled  sadly. 

■Allow  me  the  honor,  madame,  of  heine  your  partner  in 
'!;!■  next  (piadrille.  and  I  will  take  eare  not  to  hrini:  you  back 
her(\  I  see  a  vacant  settee  near  the  fire:  come  and  take  it. 
V.'hcn  so  many  people  are  ready  to  ascend  the  throne,  and 
IJ'Valty  is  the  mania  of  the  day.  I  cannot  imaLrine  that  von 
':!]  refu-e  the  title  of  Queen  of  the  Ball  which  your  beauty 
•'.ay  claim." 

"I  do  not  intend  to  dance,  nion>ieiir." 

The  curt  tone  of  the  ladv's  replies  was  so  disconradn?  that 
the  Culonel  found  himself  compelled  to  rai.~e  the  sicL'e,     Mar- 


I 
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tial.  wild  ^Mifs-^i'il  wiiat  tlif  nllicer's  last  rtMiuost  had  been, 
ami  I  111'  ivlii.-;il  hr  lni(!  iiirt  witli.  In"j:an  to  sinilc,  ami  stroked 
111-  rliin.  iiiakini;-  the  iliaiiiond  sparkle  which  he  wore  on  his 
fi  Hirer. 

"W  hat  arc  voii  laiij:hinp  at  'f"  said  the  Comtesse  de  Vaudre- 
nmiit. 

"At   till-  I'ailiii'i'  I't'  the  \Mor  Colonel,  wlm  has  jiist  put  his 

fddl    it!    ii " 

••|  lM':i:td  you  to  take  your  ring  oil,"  said  tlie  Countess, 
inierriijitiii;_'  liiiii. 

"l  dill  lint  hear  you." 

"If  vou  (ail  lifar  nothing  this  evcpinj:,  at  any  rate  you  see 
evcrvtlmiL:',  Mnu-iriir  Ic  Harou,"  said  Madame  de  V'audre- 
iiiniii.  With  an  air  of  vexation. 

"'I'lia;  v.iiin,!,''  man  is  disolayinir  a  very  tine  diamond,"'  the 
stran,i;er  remarked  to  the  Coloiu'l. 

"S|ilciidid."  he  replied.  "The  man  i^  the  i^aron  Martial 
de  la  I'.  .•iie-liuLfon.  one  of  my  most  intimate  friends." 

"1  have  to  thank  vdu  for  telling  me  his  name,"  she  went 
on;  "he  -eeiiL-  an  atrreeahle  man." 

"^'e^.  Imt  he  i<  rather  iickle." 

"lie  >eeiii-  to  he  en  the  Ix'st  tomis  with  the  Comtesse  de 
Vaiidreiiiont  :"■  said  the  lady,  with  an  inquiring  look  at  the 
Colonel. 

"On  t.he  very  best." 

The  unknuwii  turned  pale. 

"Mallo  I"  iliMU^dit  the  soldier,  ''she  s  in  love  with  that  lucky 
devil  Martial." 

"I  fancied  that  Madame  de  Vaudremont  had  long  lieen 
devoted  to  ^I.  de  Soulanu'es."  said  the  lady,  recovering  a 
little  from  the  suppressed  grief  which  had  clouded  tile  fair- 
ness of  her  face. 

"For  a  week  ptist  the  Countess  has  been  faithless."  re- 
plied the  Colonel.  '"Hut  vnii  must  have  -eeti  pour  Soulanges 
wlien  he  came  in:  he  is  still  tr>'ing  to  dis!)eliev(^  in  his  dis- 
aster." 

"Yes,  1  saw  hini,"  said  the  lady.     Then  she  added.  "Thank 


i)()Mi:s'i  ic  ri:.\(^?: 


nor. 


VdU  vrrv  iiiiicli,  iiiori.-i'-ur.""  in  a  tunc  wliic-h  >i,u'!iifici]  a  ilis- 
M;!-al.  ' 

\t  llii-  inuinciit  t'lf  i|iia(lri'l('  was  coriiiiiir  t"  an  ''nd. 
M'lilcnrncI  had  only  nine  lo  \\  itlhiraw  .  -ayiiii:  !<'  liiiii><'lf  hv 
:\  ,\\  (if  consolntioii.  "She  i^  marrii'd." 

"Well,  valiant  ('nira--ii'r.""  I'vclainird  ilic  Hamn.  drawiiiLT 
•':!■•  Coloii''!  a-id''  mill  a  uiiidow-hay  t"  Kriatlic  llv.'  frr.-li 
■  <iv  fi'iiMi  till'  L'arili'ii.  ■"Iiiiu   ai'i'  vmi  ;j'rtti!iLf  nn-" 

"Slir  is  a  inarrird  wumaii.  my  dear  tVllnw." 

■■\Vliat    d'lrs   lliat    inattiT?" 

"Oil.  dcuci'  lake  it!  1  am  a  di.ciit  ,-nrt  ot"  man."  n';)liiHl 
:li''  ('iilonrl.  "I  have  no  idea  of  pa\in'_'  ni\'  adih'c-^cs  to  a 
•voiiijin  1  cannot  marry,  i^c^ido.  Martial,  she  cxpn  ~-!v  told 
'!  c  that  ^hc  ilid  not  intend  to  dance" 

"Colonel.  I  will  lict  a  luindrcd  napoleon-  to  vonr  Lrrav  horse 
;!iai  -he  will  dance  with   me  thi-  eveninL^" 

"i)onc!"  .-aid  the  Colonel,  puttini:  hi-  hand  in  the  cox- 
•■•inli"-.  ".Meanwhile  I  am  piinL'  to  look  for  Snn!anL''cs; 
fi"  perhap-  knows  the  lady,  a-  -he  sei'in-  intere-teil  in  liim." 

"^'on  have  !o-t.  my  ,<:ood  fellow,"  cried  Martial,  huiLrhinp. 
"My  eyes  have  met  hers,  and  I  kmw  what  they  mean.  Mv 
•  i'  ar  friond.  you  owo  me  no  .srudirc  for  (huicinir  witli  her  after 
-he  has  rid'n-e(l  yoii  ?" 

"Xo.  no.  'I'hose  who  jauirh  last,  hiuirh  lonL'<'-t.  But  I  am 
■■•'I  hoiie.st  prandiler  and  a  .ircnennis  enemy.  Martial,  and  I  warn 
ell.  <hc  i-  fond  of  diamond-." 

Witli  the-e  v,ori!<  thi'  friend-  parted:  Ceneral  "Montrrvmnt 
•i  ade  his  wav  to  the  cardroom.  wluMV  hf  saw  tlie  Comte  do 
^oiilanpes  sittinL'  at  a  li,,in''I"ffr  tahlo.  Thouirh  there  wa-  no 
:'riciid-liip  hetween  t!ic  two  -oldicr-,  hevond  the  superficial 
comradeship  arisimr  from  the  peril-  of  war  and  the  duties 
'  f  the  son-if-o.  tho  Colon(d  of  Cuirassiers  was  painfullv  -truck 
'■V  -eeinir  the  Colmie]  df  Artillerv.  whom  he  knew  to  he  a 
iTudcnt  man,  playing'  at  a  i.'ame  which  miLdit  hriuL'  him  to 
'•in.  The  li('a]is  of  e'old  and  notis  pilci]  on  tlie  fateful  cards 
-howi'd  the  frenzy  id'  plav.  .\  circle  of  <ilent  men  sluod 
riund  the  players  at  the  table.  Now  and  then  a  few  words 
20 
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but,    li:nklll-    ;lt     the    ti\.'    lll'UKinlc"    llirll,    il    -.rrlll.M]    ;1.~    tlinll-!! 

thcv  l.iJkr.i  n!:l\  uitli  ilii'ir  •■>(■-.  A~  ihr  Cnlniu'l.  iilariiif. 
|j\  'S(nii;ii!-r-"  pall. ir.  wilt  up  lu  hiin.  tin' < 'nurt  was  wimiiiiL:-. 
Fiild-Mai'  lial  tli.'  I'ii.'  (ri-nnlMT,::.  Ki'llrr.  and  a  faiifii- 
hankfi-  lo-r  I  p. in  tlu'  tal)lr  (■"Mijili'tcly  cl.'an.'il  mit  i>t'  cm: 
>i(|cralMi'  -inn-.  SnulaiiiJi-  lunkid  L'lwiiinicr  liiaii  ever  lis  Ik 
<\vc|ii  up  a  ipnintilN  <>i  <J"1'1  iiin!  iintr- ;  \\r  did  not  fVcti 
cnuiil  11  :  ill-  lip-  (iirird  wiih  InltiT  mmpii.  1h'  -fcmcd  tn  dtdV 
I'lirtiiiif  rather  than  '"•  Lrratcfiil   t'nf  hiT  fav.ir-. 

••('oiiraui'."  -aid  lln'  (■M!"iirl.  "('niiraL't'.  SoidaiiL't- !'" 
Thiii.  Im'Iicvmil:-  ln'  wniild  dn  hiiii  a  -rrvici'  h\  dra^';:iiij:  him 
from  I'lav.  he  aihlrd  :  •■('nme  with  mi'.  I  have  soiuo  good 
ijc\\-.-  I'm'  von,  hnt  on  one  imidit  ion," 

"What   IS  that?"  a-krd   SoidaiiLTcs. 

••That   \'in  will  an-wor  a  i|iir-tion  I  will  a-k  yon." 

'I'hc  Comtc  dc  SonlaiiL'o-  ro-c  ahniptly,  phicinir  his  win- 
nin,i;-  with  ncklrss  iiidi:'  rnno  m  lii>  handkerchief,  whicli 
he  had  heel!  twi-tiiitT  with  eniivnl-ive  iiervousne--,  and  liis 
i*\pre,-<ion  wa-  -o  .-ava;:e  that  none  of  the  players  took  o.\- 
ception  to  hi-  walkniL^  otf  witli  tiieir  money.  Indeed,  every 
face  >eemed  ti'  dilate  with  relief  wiieii  his  morose  and 
crabbed  counteiianee  wa-  iie  longer  tn  he  seen  under  the  circlf 
of  li.irht  which  a  -hailed  lamp  ca-t-  "ii  a  L^amiiiL''- table. 

"Those  tieiids  of  -oldiers  arc  alway-  a-  thick  a-  thieves  at  a 
fair!"  >aid  a  diplomate  wh"  tiad  been  lookini:  on.  as  lie  took 
Soulan^es"  place.  One  -ini:le  pallid  and  fatii;-iied  faci'  turned 
to  the  newcomer,  and  .-aid  with  a  -lance  that  flashed  and 
died  oiit  like  the  sparkle  of  a  diamond:  ••When  \vi'  say  ini!'- 
tarv  men,  we  do  not  mean  i  ivil,  Mon>iciir  le  Ministre." 

"Mv  dear  fellow."  -aid  Montcornet  to  Ssoulanjres.  leadinj: 
him  into  a  corner,  ••the  |-",mpcror  spoke  v/armly  in  your  praise 
this  morninj:.  and  voiir  promotion  to  be  field-marshal  is  a 
certainty ," 

••The  .Master  iIcm's  not  love  the  .Vrtillery."' 
•'Xo.  lint  he  adore-  the  nobility,  and  you  are  an  aristocrat. 
The  Master  said."  added  Montcornet.  "that  the  men  who  had 
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TO  not  tht'R'fnrt'  to 


■I'M.-liIlTfU    III    i 

'he   I'lHilIt 
.if   llll-   -jifi cil 
\llil     !in\v     I     ho 


li.-irracc.     Well  tluii'r" 


>(iulaM_'i'^    idnki'il    ;l>    ll 


he  uiuiiT^todd  noth- 


tii.'  Cdlni'.rl   v.-'ii;   im.  •"ihai   yon   \vi 


!1 


Mil'    1 


I   \,,;i  know  a  .  liarii!i:iL:   little  woman  wlio  i-  sitting: 


r  ,1  iiiijc  ciinilt'laliniin- 


A.   I 


li'-r     Wi'fi 


the  Coiint'^   tai 


liL'iili'd 


iin;   lie   \inirnllv 


,1  liio  Colon,  r.-.  liaiiil:  ■'My  ijcar  <irnoi-al,'    slid  \\'\  in  a 

•jf  ;inv    man    U\n    you    IkhI   a-l.i'd 

;1  with  tliis 


iiilii\    aiiiTiii    \o!(i' 


ll  a  iiui'-;  ;oii.  1  Would  have  crai  knl  hi-  -kii 


.oavf   nil' 


1     rlltUMt     Vnll.        1     t'frl     Illun'    llko 


liuiiLr  out   niv  lirain>  this  fVciiiiiLr.   I   a--iin'  you 


than- 


I     'ill!.-    cVcrVlilillL^     I     Ml' 


An. 


Ill    lail, 


ihi-  iiiusif,  these  >liiiM.i    la.r. 


am   'j-oinu'. 
auLihiiiLT,  ai'.' 


kill- 


•M 


loiir  iMfii. 


1  !""  r.'iilinl  Moiit.oniot  ,<:eiitlv.  and  ^Mvinf^ 


;:  .   (  ouni's  han.l  a  I'ri.'iuUy  iiro-siirc.  '"y.!!!  are  lo.i  v.'h.'Ui.'nt. 
Wiiai   w.uiM  v.Mi  .-av   if   1   to],!  you   tliat    Martial   i-  thinking 


lltllo    ol 


M 


i.lam.'  .If 


\'audivmonl  that   ho  i.-  .piite  .-luitten 


•ll  that  little  ladv 


;  I'  hr  sa\  -  a   w.ir.l  to  her,     erioil 


So  111  an  ires,  staiiiinerinf' 


ill    thra.~h   him  as   Ihit   a-   hi~  .>wn   i).)rtf.dio, 


'111   rau'e, 
11  it'  the  coNcom!!  Were  i 
And   he   sank  .luite  overcome   .m   an   ea-y-eiiair   t 


n  till'  l-'mperor's  la[ 


) : 


o  which 

M-nt.'ornet    h<'..l    l.'.i    hini.      'I'he    ('oloml   .-lowlv    went    awav, 

1  a  state  of  fury  far 
le  a;     iitions  of  super- 


!' 


■r.-eived   that   NoiilaiiLres  wa-  ii 


il     \|o 


lent    f.ir  ill''  jMea-antries  or  t 


iai  friendi-iiip  to  soothe  hint. 


W 


lell 


MoiUeornet    returned   to   tlie  l)allronm.  'Madaine  de 


\  lu.lreniont  wa-  th.'  iir.-l   j.er-on  on  wdioni  hi-  eve-  U 


oh-erve 


d  on  h.'r  fa.-.',  u-uallv  so  ealni,  -om.'  symp 


11.  and 
toms  of 


ili-L'U 


l-oil     :iLMtatlon. 


A  chair  was  vacant   mar  hers,  a 


nd 


'olonel  .-eate.l  liiniself. 

.tare  w.ojer  soniethiiiL'  has  v.'x.  .1  von 


ai.l  no 


■'A    mere  tritlc.  Ceiieral.     T   want   to  \>o  iron.',   for  T  have 
'foinisod  to  no  to  a  hall   at  the  Grand   ruichess  of  Berg's, 


i 


308 


ItOMKSTir  I'KACK 


and  I  iim-t  look  in  fir-t  it  tlic  I'rinccss*'  <le  Waijriun"-'.  Moii- 
siuur  (Ir  la  lioclir-Hiiiinn.  ulio  knows  tlii>,  is  amu.-iii;;  liiin- 
st'lf  !)V  IliiiiiiL''  «itli  t!i.-  liowjiLTrr.-." 

'■'I'll. it    i-    iml    till'   ulmlc   -ccrci    "f  your  ili-turbancc,   and 
I  will  l)i'i  II  liiiiidrcd  Imii-  that  vou  will  remain  licrt'  the  wliok' 

(•\CIlill^." 

"Im!|»  ri  inrni   man  !"' 


Inn   I   iia\''  lilt  the  tnith  , 


•\Vi 


t(  il  till',  u  hat  iiiii 


I  tlunkinu-  ol'?"  -aid  tin-  Coiinte: 


tappiim'  till'  ('nliinrr-~   linger-  with   her   fan. 
ri'\\ar'i  mui  if  \' u  -in'-s  ri'ditlv." 


ini,<,'lit  I'Vi'ii 


"I 

vanti 


will  not  an, 'lit  tile  c-hallfnife;  1  have  toi>  niuch  tho  ad- 


■  Voll 
■Vol 


ii'i'  j'ir-iim]itnoii<. 


1  arc  a  I  I'ai 


-n-m 


u'  Martial  at  the  feet- 


th. 


"Of  uh'iiii!-""  I  I  i''d  the  (■uimte--,  atVectiiiL'  -iirprise. 

"(If   ih;it    I  aiidelaiiriim."'   rejilu'd   the  Cnloiicl.   ixlanein<:  at 

■    fair   -iraiiLTer,    and    tlnii    loukiiiLT  at    thi'   ( 'uiiiites-;    with 


t'niiiaiTa--ini:  seriitinv. 


■Yuii  1 


i,,\i'  Mi,|.,.|,|j   |j_      i'i'|i!i('rl  the  eo<|U< 


1  tl 


'tte.  liidini:  her  faeo 


behind  !i'i-  fan,  wliii  h  -hi'  hcunn  to  play  with.  ■■Old  Madaim 
de  Lan.-;ii-,  who  i~,  yon  know,  a.-;  maliciuiis  ,i-  an  idd  nionke\',' 
she  wmi  nil,  aftrr  a  ionise,  '■ha~  jii^t  teld  me  that  Monsieur  «' 


a  Iioehe-liiiL' 


on  1-  ninnini:  into  danu'er  hv 


Hirti 


n<s  with  that 


stran;rei'.  who  -its  here  this  evc-  inu'  like  a  .-kek-toii  at  a  feast, 
I  would  rallur  mm-  a  deatlTs  laail  than  that  fai-e.  so  eriudly 
Iieaiitiful.  and  as  pale  as  a  u'ho-t.  She  is  my  evil  irenius. — 
Madame'  de  Lansae,"  -lie  added,  after  a  flash  atid  L'estiire  of 
annnvaiiee,  ■■who  only  irue-  to  a  hall  to  wateh  evervthini:'  while 
2)retetidinir  to  slc^p,  h.i^  made  me  miscrahlv  anxieuis.  Mar- 
tial -hall  jiay  dearlv  for  phi\in'_'-  me  -udi  a  trick.  Vr^io  hi 
meanwhile,  sitioe  he  is  vour  friend,  not   to  iiiak 


m. 


U'lIlV. 


T   have   just   lieen  w 


i)rams  ou 


J 
t.  and  not) 


nil  a    mm   wliu  promise 


e  me  so  un- 


to h!nw  hi 


iin>f  le--. 


hi'  -|M'a 


iks  to  that   little  ladv. 


.\nd  he  i-  a   man.  madanii'.  i<>  krrp  his  word.      But   then   1 
know   Martial;  such   threat-  an'  to  him  an  enconraLremcnt. 
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nop 


An 


il,  iK.-iilfs.  wi'  havo  wa-'iTi'd "    Here  the  Colonel  luv 


U\<  voice 


••('all  It  he  triio?"  said  the  Countess. 

■•(  >ii  my  word  of  honor." 

"I'hank  vou.  my  dear  Cdloiiel,"  replieil  ^fadatnc  de  v'audrp- 

iiit.  witli  a  irlanee  full  nf  invitation. 


•w 


ill   vou   do  I 


lie  the  hnnor  of  dancinir  wil.li   in 


■Ve~  ;   hilt    the   lie.vt    quadril 


I) 


unii: 


ln.~  oiii' 


I   want  to 


.1  Hill  what  will  come  of  thi>  little  int riLTiie.  and  to  a-cer- 


iin  u  lio 


the  little  hliie  ladv  mav 


>lie    lo^k^    inlelliL'ent. 


Tiir  Cnloiiel.  iinder.-^taiid I iiLT  that  Madaiin'  de  \'aiidreni<int 
uivlir.l  to  he  alone,  retired,  well  content  to  liave  lic^'un  hi.s 
;i!iack    so   well. 


.\l    most    eiitiTtainnientr.   w<uiicn   arc   to  lie   ni.-t    who   aro 


hiTe, 


like  Madaii 


aii-ae,   a-  old   -^ailor 


i-hore    to    uatcli    voiinu'cr    maniier- 


<  L'atlier  II!!  the 
h    th.> 


[rui.M:iin:-'    ^^"i 


nirx 


■<t.      .\t  this   iiiom(>nt    M;idaiiie  de   I.ansac,  who  seemed 


interested  in  the  jierson 


aL-'c^  < 


f  thi-  dri 


una,  could  ea>ilv 


'iir--  the  aiTitation 


whieh  the  Coiinte.-s  was  -'oinL'  throu^ 


ne  ladv  nil 


rht    fan   herself  <_'raccfiillv,  smile  on   llie  yniin<r 


:iiil   wtio 


liowed   ti 


her,  ail' 


irin?  into  ji 


av  all  t'le  art~  hv 


.hieh  a  woman  hide-  her  luiiotion, — the  l)<iwaL'i'r.  one  of  the 


ar-sii:hted  and  iiii>chief-lo\  in 


dU( 


lle--e>    lienuea 


thed 


rv  to  the  nineteenth,  could  read  lier 


'ii'i-l   el( 

I'V    the   ei;:htcenth   CentU 

!  ••an  and  mind  throuLrh  it  all. 

The  old  ladv  seemed  to  detect  tlu-  sli^rlitcst  movement  that 
'vvraled  tlie  impres-ions  of  the  soul.  The  imjiercepl  ihle 
''rnwn  that  furrowed  that  calm,  pure  forehead,  the  faintest 
••nivtr  of   the  chei  ks,   the  curve  of  the  evehrow-;.   the   least 


if  tile   lips,   wlio- 


•  in  tier, —  a 


11  1 


lese  wc^re 


livinL'   coral   could    conceal    nothinjx 
to  the   I)llche~s  like  the  print   of  a 


P'rom  the  depths  of  her  lar^'e  arm-chair,  completely 
hv  the  flow  of  her  dre-s.  the  c(i(piettc  of  the  pa-^1.  while 


.'OKIlL'cr    COIjUi 


ilomate  who  had  -oiiL'ht  her  out  to  hear  the 
iltnirirri  hcr-^clf  in  the 
her.  .-ecins.''  how  hravclv 


laikinir  to  a  dij 

:iiieidotcs   she   told   so  cleverlv.   was   a 


tti^:  slic  felt  kindlv  ti 


m 
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!-!h'  'li-;.'ui.-f(l  her  amnixiincc  jiiid  u'rii'f  of  !io;irt.  MatlaiiiL» 
(Ir  V'Mihlrciiiuiit,  in  I'.irt.  felt  11-  inucli  -iiiTiiw  a<  -li>'  fi-iL'iie<l 
(•hriM-t'iihir-.- ;  -li.  Ii.ici  ii.'lirvi'd  th.it  -111'  lia'l  t'^inhl  in  Martin! 
a  mail  nf  tal'iil  "m  vvlin-e  -u|i|iiirt  -h''  cuiilil  (■■miii  for  ailnni- 
iri;:  her  lif''  wilh  all  llu'  ciicliatil  inrnt  nf  puurr;  am!  al  thi-i 
iMniiiiiii  -111'  [Mr(ri\r(|  her  iiii-lakf,  a-  iiijiiMiiii>  III  hrr  iTjuita- 
tinii  a-  111  111  !•  'JiiimI  iipininii  >>f  licr-rlf.  In  Iht.  a.-;  in  other 
woMnn  I't'  I  hat  I  iiiii'.  tlif  >iiciiifniic»s  nf  tlii'ir  jta--inn-  inercascil 
th.ir  M'lii'nic'iK'i'.  Siiiil-  whirli  ji.vi'  iiiiiili  ami  htvc  nftt'n, 
siilT'T  till  Ir--  than  tlin-c  whiih  hiini  thi'in-rlvi<  mit  in  one 
all'i'ii  inn.  lirr  likmi'  I'lr  Martial  wa-  hnt  nf  M'-tcnlav.  it  is 
fnic.  hut  till'  li-a.-l  cxiiiTirnicil  .-iirLrc'n  kiiou-.-  that  the  paiii 
caii-ril  hy  ill''  aiii|)UtatMiii  nf  a  hralthy  linih  i-  iiidn'  aciit"' 
tlian  lilt'  iTiiin\aI  nf  a  (ll^^•a.-lli  niif.  'I'licn'  \va>  a  t'litiiro  hc- 
f(iri'  Madanii-  dn  \'aiiilri'iiiont's  pa-sion  fnr  Martial,  wiiilc  her 
previous  love  had  heen  !io[ie|ess,  and  poi-nnrd  hv  Soulanges' 
remorse. 

Th(»  old  Durlir-s.  wliii  \va.-  wati'hiiiir  f*iv  an  opportunitv 
of  -piakiiii:  to  the  Cniintess,  liastened  to  di-niiss  her  .\m- 
l>assadiir:  fop  in  eonipari-nTi  with  a  lovrr's  i|iiarrel  every  in- 
tor.st  pales.  I'vcn  with  an  old  woman.  To  engage  ijattle, 
Madame  dr  I.aii-.ir  -lini  at  the  xminLfei"  ladv  a  snrdonie 
glance  whieh  made  jlie  <'iMinte-s  fear  le-t  liiT  fate  was  in  the 
dowager's  hands.  Tlieri'  are  lunks  hciwci  n  woman  and 
woman  which  are  like  the  torehe-  hroiighl  on  at  the  climax 
of  a  tragedy.  No  one  who  had  not  known  that  Diiehe--  (oiild 
afifireriate  the  terror  which  the  cxpressinn  nf  her  coiuilenanct' 
inspiri'd  in  the  ("oiinte-s. 

Madame  de  l,an-ae  w.is  taj!.  and  her  features  led  peoplr 
to  say.  "That  mu-t  have  hii'ii  a  hand-omc  woman  I"  She 
coated  her  cheeks  so  ilcklv  with  roiigi-  that  tlu'  wrinkles 
were  -careelv  visihlc;  l,i;i  hir  eyes,  far  from  gaining  a  facti- 
tiour-  lirilliancy  from  this  -irnni,>-  carmine,  looked  all  the  more 
dim.  She  wore  a  vast  (piantity  of  diamonds,  am)  dressed 
with  siillicient  ta.«te  not  to  make  herscdf  ridiculous.  Her 
sharp  no-i'  pmmiscd  epiLrram.  .\  widl-fitted  set  of  teeth  pre- 
served a  tuiile  of  such  imnv  a.s  recalled  tliat  of  \'oltaire.    At 
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an 


m 


llic  <iimi'  titnr.  tile  cxtjui:-!!*'  |Mi|il(r!i--  <if  Iht  !!1iiihiit«  so 
.:IV.iu;ill\  -"t'lciii'il  til''  iin-(liii\nii~  i\M-!  Ill  her  iiiiikI.  that 
1'   U.I-  iiii|Mi--ilil('  t<»  till  ii-c  lirr  (il   «jiiti-l iilni'>-, 

'III.' i.M  wiiniiur.- cvr-  li;:litii!  up.  aiiil  .1  iniirnpliaiit  L'liiiicf, 


.n<l''il  liv  :i  -iiiilc,  v\  hull  -,iii 


1.  "I 


iiniiii-iil  Villi  a-  iiiin-li 


.l|,,t    acni--   till-   T'li'iii.   arnl    hrniiL'til    a    h!ii-h   dI'    h'lpi'   i.i   thf 
.nini_'    rrtaliirt'    hiii"iii-hiii:.'    uinh'r    thi' 


t':ia'    f  tin 


■ks     nf     tl 


.'I'.'ii;   tliaiidi-liir. 


11. •  alii 


aiicf   hcrutrii    Mailaiii'-  ih-    l,aii-a( 


thf   .-IraiiL't'i"  iniihi    imt    r-i  ai 


th 


iUMi  I  I 


't    thf 


t '..iiitr-M'  lie   N'aiiilrcmMnt,  who  -ci-ntnl  a   iiiy.-[rn.  ami   Wiis 
•  !■  tiTiiiiiitil  til  |iriittrati'  it. 

.\l  this  iii-taiit  the  Harmi  ih'  la  I.Vw  hr  Hii'.'dii.  after  ijins- 
;!"iiiii'_''  all  tin-  iliiuai:i'i'-  uilh'iin  -iiiic--  a-  tn  ihi'  Miif  lath's 
iiaiiii-.   applii'ii    III    (!r-pair   \n    ihc    ('iimtiv--c   <!■■   <  Jiindn'ViUf, 


!ri>lll     Wllnlil     \\r     rcacllril     (1 


iilv   this    iiii,«ati-ta(tiiry    rrpl 


.hlv    wliuiii   th''  'ainHiir    l»iirhi'--i"  cl<'    I-.an-ai;   ii.t  imiIikiiI   to 


'riiriiiiii:  li\'  chaiH'*'  tnwariN  the  arnnhair  ixiupini  hy  tho 
"M  laijv,  till'  lauMT  mirfi  rptcd  thr  L'lancc  nf  intclliiicnco 
-!ir  Milt  t<>  thr  >irat'i:cr:  ami  althniii:h  ln'  had  t'nr  -umc  tiiiit' 
1 11  (111  l)ad  term-  with  lu-r.  h''  di'tiTiiiim-d  ti>  speak  t<>  her. 


Ti 


ii'    ■aiicim 


t-   1) 


iiflicss,  x'C'itiir  till'    laun 


tv    W 


ifoii   prowlin; 


niiiiiil  her  (hair,  ^iiiilcd   with  .-.anlniiif  inin\.  .and   lnokcd  at 


M 


lilailie  (le 


\'aiiilreiii()iit  Willi  an  e\iirrs>iiiii  thai  made  Mntit- 


e.iriift  jaiijrli. 

"If  the  old  wiieli  alTctts  to  he  friendly,"  thiiii_dit  the  liaron, 
".-lie    is   certainly   ,ir''in,ir   to    play    me   some    siufeful    triek. — 


Maiiame."    he    -ai<l. 


•v<ni   have,    1    ;nn   toM.   unilertaken   t! 


le 


liarire  of  a  very  precious  trea.  iiro." 
"l>n  vol!  take  me  for  a  dra,u''on?"  said  the  old  lad  v.     "But 


f   w 


10 m   are  y<Mi   sjieakinj.' 


tie   at 


Ided,   with   a 


-WeCtm'S.S 


. liifh  reviveil  Martial's  hopi 


■fit  that  little  lad 


nnk 


nown 


.1.1  these  cofjtiettes  lia^  iinprisone 
d  ailit,  know  her  famiiv?" 


to  all.  whom  the  jealousy  of 
d  in  that  comer.     You,  no 


d  the  Duchess.    "Rut  what  concern  have  vou  with 


a  provincial   heiress,  married  some  time  since,  a  wotnan  o 


f 


I; 
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good  birth,  whom  you  me  of  you  know,  you  men;  she  goes 
Ufjwliere."" 

"Wliy  (l(ie.~  not  .-he  dance.  ?he  is  .-uch  ii  pretty  eroature? — 
May  we  eoneludc  a  ti'eaty  of  peace?  If  you  will  vouchsafe 
to  tel!  me  all  I  want  to  know,  1  j;romije  you  that  a  ])etition 
for  the  restitution  of  the  woods  of  Xavarreins  hy  the  Com- 
missioners of  Crown  Lands  shall  be  strongly  urged  on  the 
Emperor." 

'I'he  younL''^'r  branch  of  the  liouse  of  Xavarreins  bears 
quarterly  with  the  arms  of  Xavarreins  those  of  Lansac, 
namely,  azure  and  argent  party  per  ])ale  raguly,  between  six 
spear-heads  in  pale,  and  tlu  old  lady's  liaison  with  Louis  XV. 
had  earned  her  husl)and  the  title  of  (hike  by  royal  patent. 
Now,  as  the  Xavarreins  had  not  yi't  resettled  in  France,  it 
was  sheer  trickery  that  the  young  lawyer  thus  proposed  to 
the  old  lady  hy  suggesting  to  her  that  she  should  petition  for 
an  estate  belonging  to  the  elder  branch  of  the  family. 

'■^^onsi(  ur,"  said  th(>  old  woman  with  deceptive  gravity, 
'Tbring  the  Comtesse  de  Vaudremont  across  to  me.  I  promise 
you  that  I  will  reveal  to  Iht  the  mystery  of  the  interesting 
unknown.  You  see.  every  man  in  the  room  has  reached 
as  great  a  curiosity  a.s  your  own.  .\11  i-y^s  are  involuntarily 
turned  towards  the  corner  wIrtc  my  protegee  has  so  modestly 
placed  herself:  she  is  reapini:  all  the  iionuigc  the  women 
wished  to  deprive  her  of.  Happy  the  man  sh(>  chooses  for 
her  partner!""  She  interrupted  herself,  fi.\ing  lier  eyes  on 
Madame  de  Vaudremont  with  onv  of  those  looks  which  plainly 
say,  "We  are  talking  of  you."" — Then  she  added.  'I  imagine 
you  would  rather  learn  the  stranger's  name  from  the  lips 
of  your  handsome  Countess  than  from  mine."' 

There  was  such  marked  defiance  in  the  Duchess'  attitude 
that  Madame  de  \'audremont  ro-e.  came  up  to  her.  and  took 
the  chair  Martial  placed  fnr  her;  then  witluiut  noticing  him 
she  said.  "'I  can  guess,  madame.  that  yo>i  are  talking  of  me; 
but  I  admit  iny  want  of  per^^picacity ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  for  good  or  evil." 

Madame  de  Lansae  pressed  the  young  woman's  pretty  hand 
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ill  hrr  own  drv  and  wrinklrd  fingers,  and  answered  in  a  low, 
'■"inpassionati'  lone,  "I'ofir  child  I" 

The  women  lunked  at  earh  other.  Madame  de  Vaiidremont 
iiiiiliT-tnud  tlial  Martial  was  in  the  way,  and  dismissed  him, 
,-.i\i'iu'  with  an  imperious  cxiircssion,  ''Leave  us." 

'I'lif  Haron,  ill-pleased  at  seeing  the  Countess  under  the 
~t)i'!l  of  liie  <!;ingerous  sibyl  who  had  drawn  hrr  to  Iht  side, 
L'a\('  nno  of  those  looks  which  a  man  can  give — potent  over 
a  hiindcd  lieari,  but  simply  ridieidims  in  the  eyes  of  a  woman 
whii  i>  beginning  to  criticise  the  man  who  has  attracted  her. 

■i)i>  you  think  you  can  play  tlie  Emperor?"  said  Madame 
lie  \'audremout,  turning  three-quarters  of  lier  face  to  fix 
a!!  ironieal  sidelong  gaze  on  the  lawyer. 

Martial  was  too  mueh  a  man  of  the  world,  and  had  too 
.'luich  wit  and  acumen,  to  risk  breaking  with  a  woman  who 
was  in  favor  at  Court,  and  whom  the  Em])eror  wished  to  see 
in.irried.  He  counted,  too,  on  the  jealousy  lie  intended  to 
jipivoke  in  her  as  the  surest  means  of  discovering  the  secret 
nf  her  coolness,  and  withdrew  all  the  more  willingly,  hecau.se 
.u  this  moment  a  new  ([uadrillo  was  putting  everybody  in 
ini'tinn. 

With  an  air  of  making  room  for  the  dancing,  the  Baron 
leaned  back  against  the  marble  slab  of  a  console,  folded  his 
arms,  and  stood  absorbed  in  watching  the  two  ladies  talking. 
I'r)m  time  to  time  he  l\)llowed  the  glances  which  both  fre- 
'.lenlly  directed  to  the  stranger.  Then,  comparing  the 
t  "iniiess  with  the  new  beauty,  made  so  attractive  by  a  touch 
ef  mystery,  the  Barcm  fell  a  prey  to  the  detestable  self-in- 
t' re>t  common  to  adventurous  lady-killers:  he  hesitated  be- 
tween a  fortune  within  his  grasp  and  the  indulgence  of  his 
c.iprice.  The  blaze  of  light  gave  such  strong  relief  to  his 
anxious  and  sullen  face,  against  the  hangings  of  white  silk 
''."reen  brushed  by  his  black  hair,  that  he  might  have  b«x:'n 
e-  iiiparcd  to  an  evil  genius.  Even  from  a  di-taive  more  than 
"He  (il)server  no  doubt  said  to  hiin-elf.  "There  i~  another  poor 
uTetch  who  seems  to  be  enjoying  himself!" 

Tile  Colon»'l.  meanwhile,  with  one  >houl(ii'r  leaning  lightly 


#^s 
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afrain?t  the  side-post  of  tlie  doorway  ])etween  the  ballroom 
and  the  eardromn,  could  laii<:h  iindcteeted  under  his  ample 
moustache;  it.  jiiniiscd  liiin  to  look  on  at  the  turmoil  of  the 
dance;  he  couid  x'c  a  hundred  pri'tty  head-  turninj^  al)out 
in  oi)edience  t.)  the  tljiures;  he  cdulil  read  in  -ome  faces,  as 
in  thd.-e  iif  the  Counte^is  and  hi~  friend  Martial,  the  secrets 
of  tlieir  airitation ;  and  then,  lookinjr  round,  he  wondered 
what  conin'ction  tlicre  could  he  hetween  tlie  irlooinv  hxiks  of 
the  Cdiiiie  (!<■  S(inhin<:es,  still  seated  on  the  <ofa.  and  the 
plaintive  exprcs.-idn  of  the  fair  unknnwn.  nn  wimse  feature? 
the  jovs  of  hope  and  the  anj:uish  of  involnntar\-  dread  were 
alternately  le<.nhle.  Montcorin  t  .-food  like  the  kinp  of  the 
fea.-t.  In  this  nmvinir  ])icture  he  saw  a  complete  presentment 
of  the  W(irld.  and  he  lau<,died  at  it  as  he  found  himself  the 
object  of  invitin.i,'- smiles  from  a  hundred  l»eautiful  and  elej,'ant 
women.  A  ('oloiiel  of  the  Imperial  Guard,  a  [)osition  equal 
to  that  of  a  Briiradier-tJeneral,  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
best  niatches  in  the  armv. 

It  was  now  nearly  midni<,dit.  The  conversation,  the  (ram- 
bling:, the  dancinir.  the  flirtations,  interests,  jtetty  rivalries, 
and  sfheminir  had  all  reachcMl  the  pitch  of  ardor  which  makes 
a  young  man  exclaim  involuntarily.  "A  fine  hall !" 

"My  sweet  little  ansrel."  said  Madame  di'  Lansac  to  the 
Countess,  "you  are  now  ai  an  age  when  in  my  day  I  made 
many  mistakes.  Seeing  you  just  now  enduring  a  thousand 
deaths,  it  occurred  to  me  that  I  might  give  vnu  some 
charitable  adviri".  To  go  wrong  at  two-and  twentv  means 
spoiling  your  future;  is  it  not  tearing  the  gown  you  must 
wear?  ^^y  dear,  it  i>  not  till  much  later  that  we  learn  to 
go  about  in  it  without  crumj)ling  it.  (Jo  on.  sweetheart, 
making  clever  enemies,  and  friends  who  have  no  sense  of 
conduct,  and  you  will  .-^ee  what  a  pleasant  life  you  will  some 
day  be  leading!" 

"Oh.  madanie,  it  is  very  hard  for  a  woman  to  be  happy, 
do  not  you  thitik;-'"  the  Countess  eagerlv  evelaimed. 

"My  child,  at  your  age  you  must  learn  to  choose  between 
pleasure  and  happines.-.     You  want  to  marrv  Martial,  who 
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]•>  not  fool  cnougli  to  make  a  good  husband,  nor  passionate 
.  i.uiigh  to  remain  a  lover,  lie  rs  in  debt,  my  dear;  he  is  the 
Hiaii  to  run  through  your  foriune;  still,  that  would  be  juth- 
,iig  i''  he  could  make  y')u  happy. — Do  not  you  see  hmv  aged 
ii-'  i~?  The  num  must  have  been  often  ill;  he  is  making  the 
i:iu>t  of  what  is  left  him.  In  three  years  hv  will  bi'  a 
Ait(k.     Then  he  will  be  ambitious;  perhaps  lii-  mav  succeed. 

I  ill)  not  thirik  so. — What  is  he?  A  num  of  intrigue,  wluj 
.'lay  have  the  business  faculty  to  perfection,  and  be  able  to 
_-."ip  agreeably;  but  lie  is  too  presumptuous  to  have  any 
-iiriiiig  merit;  he  will  not  go  far.  Besides — only  luok  at 
.11111.      Is  it  not  written  on  his  brow  that,  at  this  very  ino- 

:  I  lit,  what  he  see.s  in  you  i.s  not  a  young  and  pretty  woman, 

II  it  the  two  million  francs  ynu  pos.-^ess?  He  does  not  love 
\i)U,  my  dear;  he  i:;-  reckoning  you  uj)  as  if  you  were  an  ia- 
\r-^tment.  If  you  are  bent  on  marrying,  iiml  an  older  man 
u!in  h.is  an  assured  position  and  is  half-way  on  his  career. 

\  widow's  marriage  ought  not  to  be  a  trivial  love  atfair.  Is 
ii  mouse  to  be  caught  a  second  time  in  the  same  trip?  A 
new  alliance  ought  now  to  be  a  good  speculation  on  your 
i'.irt,  and  in  marrying  again  you  ought  at  least  to  have  a 
iiiijic  of  being  some  day  addressed  as  Madame  la  Marechale !" 

.\>  she  spoke,  both  women  naturally  iixed  their  eyes  on 
<■  lonel  Montcornet's  handsome  face. 

"If  you  would  rather  play  the  delicate  part  of  a  flirt  and 
!■  ■<  marry  again,"  the  Duchess  went  on,  with  blunt  good- 
:i  it  lire;  "well:  my  poor  child,  you.  better  than  any  woman, 
'  ;!  know  how  to  raise  the  storm-clouds  and  disperse  them 
i-aiii.  But,  1  beseech  you,  never  make  it  your  pleasure  to 
'!:-turb  the  peace  of  families,  to  destroy  unions,  and  ruin 
'!i.'  happiness  of  happy  wives.  I,  my  dear,  have  played  that 
I"  rilous  game.  Dear  heaven!  for  a  triumph  of  vanity  some 
;"  ir  virtuous  soul  is  murdered— for  there  really  are  virtuous 
••*"nien.  child, — and  we  may  make  ourselves  mortally  hated, 
i  learned,  a  little  too  late.  that,  as  the  Due  d'Alho  once  said, 
■ric  salmon  is  worth  a  thousand  frogs!     A  genuine  alTec'tion 

riainly  brings  a  thousand  times  more  happiness  than  the 
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transient  passion:^  we  may  inspire. — Well,  I  came  here  on 
purpose  to  prrac  li  to  you  ;  yes,  you  are  tlie  uause  of  my 
appearance  in  ilii^  liou.-e,  which  stinks  of  tlie  lower  class. 
Have  1  not  ju.-t  ^ceii  actors  here':'  Formerly,  my  dear,  we  re- 
ceived tiiciu  m  our  boudoir;  but  in  tiie  drawing-room — 
never! — Wliy  do  you  look  at  nic  with  so  nuu  li  amazement? 
Listen  to  inc.  It  you  want  to  play  with  men,  do  not  try  to 
wring  the  iicarts  of  any  but  those  whose  life  is  not  yet  settled, 
who  iuive  no  duties  to  fultil ;  the  others  do  not  forgive  us  for 
the  error.>  that  liave  made  them  happy.  I'rotlt  by  this 
ma.xim,  iounded  on  my  long  experience. — That  luckh^ss  Sou- 
langes,  for  in?tanct',  who.-e  head  you  have  turned,  wliom  you 
havo  into.xicated  for  these  fifteen  months  pa<t,  (Jod  knows 
howl  iJo  you  know  at  what  you  liave  struck: — At  iiis  whole 
life.  He  has  been  married  the.>e  two  years;  he  is  worshiped 
by  a  ciiarming  wife,  whom  he  loves,  but  neglects;  she  lives 
in  tears  and  embittered  silence.  Soulanges  has  had  hours 
of  remcu'se  more  terrible  than  his  pleiusure  h.a^  been  swfet. 
And  you.  you  artful  httle  thing,  have  deserted  him. — \\e\l, 
come  and  >ee  y(Mir  work."' 

The  'lid  huiy  took  Madame  de  Vaudreniont's  hand,  and 
they  rose. 

"There,"  said  Madame  de  L;nisac,  and  her  eyes  showed  her 
the  stranger,  sitting  pale  and  tri'niulou<  under  the  glare  of 
the  candles,  "that  is  my  grandniece,  the  Comtesse  de  Sou- 
langes:  to-day  she  yielded  at  last  to  my  persursion,  and  con- 
sented to  leave  tlit^  sorrowful  room,  where  ttu-  sight  of  her 
child  gives  her  but  little  consolation.  Y'lU  m-c  her?  You 
think  her  clnrming?  Then  imagine,  dear  Be;,iitv,  what  she 
must  have  been  when  hap[)ine>s  and  love  shed  their  glorv'  on 
that  face  now  blighted." 

The  Countess  looked  away  in  silenet^.  and  seemed  lost  in 
sad  reflections. 

The  Duchess  led  her  to  the  door  into  the  card-room;  then, 
after  looking  round  the  room  a-  if  in  search  of  some  one — 
"And  there  is  SoulangesI"  >!ie  s.aid  in  deep  tones. 

The  Countess  shuddered  as  she  saw,  in  the  least  brilliantly 
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';-htPd  corner,  tlie  pale.  ?ct  face  of  Soulantres  stretched  in 
."  ia?y-chair.  The  indifTerciioc  of  liis  attitude  and  the 
!  .I'htv  of  his  \n-n\v  betrayed  his  siiffcrini:.  The  phiyers  passed 
':i!n  to  and  fro,  without  paying:  any  more  attention  to  him 
!!:;in  if  hi'  !iad  \m'U  dead.  The  picture  of  the  wife  in  tears, 
;i!i.!  till"  dejected,  morose  husl)and,  soparate<l  in  the  tuidst  of 
t'li^  fe.-tivity  like  the  two  halves  of  a  tree  blasted  by  light- 
;:nL'.  liail  perhaps  a  prophetic  si;:nificanee  for  the  Countess. 
S!ic  dreaded  lest  she  here  saw  an  ima;:e  of  the  revenges  the 
'iitiire  miirht  have  in  store  for  her.  Her  lieart  has  not  yet 
-•  dried  up  that  fecdiiij:  and  generosity  were  entirely  e.x- 
lided,  aii(l  she  presstMJ  the  Duchess'  hand,  whih>  thanking 
'  r  l)y  one  of  tliose  smiles  which  have  a  certain  childlike 
_'r:ice. 

-M\-  dear  child,"  the  old  ladv  said  in  her  ear.  "remeniher 
:  ■  Mrcfnrtli  that  we  arc  just  a  .apable  of  repelling  a  man's 
^'■T'ntions  as  of  attracting  them." 

■•She  is  yours  if  you  are  not  n  simpleton."  These  words 
up'  whis[)ered  into  Colonel  Montcornet's  ear  by  Madame 
'•■  L.insae,  while  the  hanflsome  Countess  wa.-  still  absorbed 
■'•  couijiassion  at  the  sight  of  Soulanges,  for  she  still  loved 
!;  •!!  truly  enough  t"  wish  to  restore  him  to  happine??,  and 
'.  i~  promising  herself  in  her  own   mind  that  she  would  e.x- 

■  !t   ihe  irre-i-tib!e  power  her  charms  still  had  over  him  to 
'ijiike  him  rettim  to  his  wife. 

"Oil!  I  will  talk  to  him!"  said  -he  to  Madanie  d(>  T^ansac. 

"Do  nothing  of  the  kind,  my  dear!"  cried  the  old  lady, 
-  -lif  went  back  to  her  armchair.  "Choose  a  good  husband, 
■i  1  -linr  your  door  to  my  nephew.  Believe  me,  my  child, 
I  '.vife  cannot  accept  her  husband's  heart  as  the  gift  of  an- 
"•'iiT  woman  :  she  is  a  hundred  times  hapjiier  in  the  belief  that 
-'"■  has  rocoiKpiered  it.  Bv  bringing  my  niece  here  T  he- 
'  ■  '■'"  I  have  given  her  an  excellent  chance  of  regaining  her 
'■■  :-!i;nid'<  alTection.      .\]\   the  assistance  T   need  of  you  is  to 

■  '  iv  t!ie  Colonel."     She  pointed  to  the  Baron's  friend,  and 
'-^"  Countess  smiled. 
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"Well,  inadaiiic.  do  von  at  last  know  the  narno  of  the  un- 
known?" asked  Mai-t:al.  with  an  air  of  pi.pio,  to  the  Countess 
when  he  saw  her  iiloiie. 

"Yes,"  said  Madame  dc  \'audreiiiont,  lookin;:  him  in  the 
face. 

Her  features  expressed  ;i-  minh  roi:iu.rv  ms  fiin.  The  ^mile 
whieh  '^nw  lit',-  to  Ii.T  lip-  ;]nd  chcfk-.  the  li.|uid  hri^'htness 
of  her  rv.-.  were  lik<'  the  will-o'-ihe-wisi.  wlii.li  !e;i,ls  trav.'lers 
astniy.  Martini,  who  believed  tluit  she  still  Iove<l  him.  ;us- 
sumed  the  ((uiuettiiii:  irraees  in  which  a  iii;in  i>  <o  readv  to  lull 
himself  in  the  presence  of  the  woman  he  loves.  He  said  with 
a  fatuous  air : 

"And  will  yon  Ite  niinoved  with  me  if  I  -e<-m  to  attach 
great  importiuice  to  your  tclliuL:  me  that  name?" 

"Will  yon  he  annoyed  with  me."  an>w.Ted  Madame  de  Vau- 
dremont,  "if  a  remnant  of  alfeetion  prevents  my  tellin<r  you; 
and  if  1  forbid  you  to  make  the  snuillest  advaiu^es  to  that 
young  lady?     It  would  he  at  the  risk  of  your  life  perhaps." 

•'To  lose  your  i^ood  .graces,  jnadame.  would  be  worse  than 
to  lose  my  life." 

"Martial,"  said  the  Countess  severely,  "she  is  Madame  de 
Soulanges.      Her  husband   wouhl   blow"  v<,ur  brains  out— if, 

indeed,  you  have  anv " 

"Ha:  ha  !"  lau'.died  the  coxcomb.  "What  !  the  Colonel  can 
leave  the  man  in  p.^ace  wlm  ha<  robbed  liim  of  vour  love, 
and  then  would  il.udit  for  his  wife!  What  a  subversion  of 
principles!— I  heir  of  you  to  allow  me  to  dance  with  the  little 
lady.  You  will  then  be  able  to  jud^r,.  h,,„.  ijtti,,  ],,v,,  ^]^^^ 
heart  of  ice  could  feel  for  vou  ;  for.  if  the  Colonel  di>approvcs 

of  my  (lancinfT  with  hi>  wife  after  allowinji  mo  to " 

"Hut  she  loves  her  hu.sband." 

"A  still  further  obstacle  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
conquerinir."' 

"But  she  is  married." 

"A  whimsical  objection  !" 

"Ah!"  said  the  Countess,  with  a  bitter  smile,  "vou  punish 
us  alike  for  our  faults  and  our  renentance!" 
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•■l>o  not  lie  anfrrvl"  fxclaiiiicd  Martial  oapcrly.  "Oh,  for- 
•;i'..-  iiic,  I  hcsecch  voii.  TlnTf.  I  will  tliink  no  more  of 
Miilanif  lie  Soulango?.'" 
■■^■.lll  dcservt'  that  I  -lituilil  ^ciid  \u\i  to  her." 
•1  am  (liT  then,"  :^aid  the  Haroii.  Iau!j;luii<r.  "and  I  sliall  re- 
',;n:i  ninri'  dt'voted  to  voii  tiiaii  cvtr.  Yoii  will  ,>e('  that  the 
iinMii-l   woman  in  tlir  world  (.aiinot  cipturc  the  heart  that 

1-   ;nur.>."' 

■That  is  to  sav.  that  vmi  want  to  win  Colonel  Montcornet's 


\ 


•■.Mil  Traitor!"  said  he.  threatening:  his  friend  with  his 
,  :i_ir.  The  Colonel  smiled  and  Joined  them;  the  Baron  gave 
h  M  the  .-eat  near  the  Coulltes^,  saving    o  her  with  a  sardonic 

'lit : 

"■||cre,  madamo,  is  a  man  who  hoasted  that  ho  could  •win 

,r  i:ood  graces  in  one  evening." 

ih'  went  away,  thinking  himself  clever  to  have  piqued  the 
I  niiiss"  pride  and  done  Monteoriiei  an  ill  turn;  hut.  in 
-;  .ir  of  his  habitual  keenness,  he  had  not  appreciated  the 
!r'.nv  underlying  Madame  ile  X'audremont's  speech,  and  did 
'  '!  perceive  that  she  had  come  as  far  to  meet  his  friend  aa 
:-  triend  towards  her.  though  both  were  unconscious  of  it. 

\t  the  moment  when  the  lawyer  went  fluttering  up  to 
:!i.'  candelabrum  bv  which  Madame  de  Soulanges  sat,  pale, 
!:i:u(i.  and  apparently  alive  only  in  her  eyc^,  her  husband 
I  .line  to  tliL'  door  of  the  ballroom,  his  eyes  flashing  with  anger. 
T'  ■  old  Duchess,  watchful  of  everything,  flew  to  her  nephew, 
i'  juid  him  to  give  her  his  arm  and  And  her  carriage,  af- 
I'ling  to  be  mortally  bored,  and  hoping  thus  to  prevent  a 
\-  \;i!ious  outbreak.  Before  going  she  (ired  a  singular  glance 
'  f  intelligence  at  her  niece,  indicating  the  enterprising 
i^.ri  Lrht  who  was  about  to  address  her.  and  this  signal  seemed 
'  '  -ay,  "There  he  is.  avcnire  vourself !" 

Madame  de  Vaudrcniont  caught  these  lonk<  of  the  aunt  and 
i;:'ci':  a  sudden  light  dawnec!  on  her  mind:  she  wa-  fright- 
vv."(\  ]i'f\  she  was  the  dupe  of  this  old  woman,  so  cunning  and 
S"  ijractised  in  intriirue. 


t 
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"That  porfidioii;  Dudi. •.•..■.."  .-aid  Aw  to  lior.-cif,  "ha*  per- 
haps hccii  aiiiii>iii<:  Iutx'II'  l.y  pivadiiii;:  iiKirality  lo  iiii'  while 
playing'  nic  -dmc  .-pitcfiil  li'ic  k  <if  hn-  dwii." 

At  tlii,-  ihuiiulii  Madame  d^'  N'audrciiioiit's  prido  was  per- 
haps more  roii>ed  tliaii  her  curioMty  to  di>e]it;in;:Ie  the  thread 
of  Ihis  iiitri;,Mie.  In  the  alj.MUplinn  <,(  muid  to  uiiicli  she 
was  a  prey  .-he  was  no  hmuer  mi.-in>>ot'  hervelf.  '|'he  ('(done!, 
iiitei-pretm.u-  lo  his  own  advania-v  the  emljaira.v>meiii  evident 
in  the  Counios"  niaiiner  and  .-peeeh.  hecanie  more  anient  and 
pro.-.>in^'.  The  old  hla>e  diplomate>,  aiim-iiiu'  llieiii.-elve:, 
by  watching  the;  play  of  faces,  had  nc\er  fniiiid  so  many  in- 


trigues at  once  to  watch  or  guc- 


lie  pa--ions  agitating 


the  two  couples  were  to  be  >een  uuh  variation.-  at  every  stej) 
ill  the  crowded  rooms,  and  rellected  with  dilferent  sliailc^  in 
other  countenances.  The  spe.ta.  1.-  of  so  many  vivid  pa.ssion.s, 
of  all  these  lovers'  (piarrels.  tlie.-e  plea.-ing"  nvenges,  the>s(! 
cruel  favors,  these  tlaming  glances,  of  all  this  arden't  life  dif- 
fused around  them,  only  made  them  feel  their  impolencv 
more  keenly. 

At  last  the  Baron  had  found  a  seat  hv  .Madame  de  Sou- 
langes.  His  .nes  stole  a  long  look  at  her  neck,  as  fresh  as 
dew  and  as  fragrant  as  field  (lowers.  He  admired  close  at 
hand  the  beauty  which  had  ama/ed  him  from  afar.  He  could 
see  a  small,  well-.-hod  foot,  and  measure  with  his  eve  a  slen- 
der and  graceful  shape.  At  iha!  time  w.uiien  wore  their 
sash  tied  do^c  under  the  hosoie.  in  imiialion  of  (ireek  statues, 
a  pitiless  fashion  for  tlm-e  who.-i.  bii-i  wa>  faiiltv.  As  he  cast 
furtive  glances  at  the  Cuunte-s-  figure.  Martial  was  enchanted 
with  its  perfection. 

"You  have  not  danced  once  tlii<  evenin<r.  madanie."  saiil 
he  in  soft  and  flattering  tone<.  ■•Xot.  I  -honld  suppose  for 
lack  of  a  partner?"  ' 

"I  never  go  to  partie-;  I  am  (|uite  unknown."  replied 
Madame  de  Soulanges  coldly,  not  having  understood  the  look 
by  which  her  aunt  had  ju^t  mnveyed  to  her  that  she  was  to 
attract  the  Baron. 

Martial,  to  irive  him-elf  coiinteniiTiee    fu-;.;t,,rl  ♦),,,  ,i; _j 
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')■■  wnTo  (Ml  h\<  left  hand  ;  the  raiiiljow  fin-s  nf  tho  pom  seoinod 
!•  tliish  II   ^iiddcii   liL'lit   nil   tlic  yiriiiif  Coiiiitcss'   mind;  slu- 
!'j-!n'd  and  looked  at  the  I'laron  with  an  iindelinahle  expros- 
;  -f  -n. 

I  i  "\)n  yon  like  daneinp?"  asked  the  I'rovem.'al,  to  reopen  the 

't:'.crsMtion. 

"N'r-.  very  much,  men-ieur." 

At  thir<  stranire  re])ly  tlieir  eye>  met.  Tlie  younjr  man.  snr- 
I  ii-cil  hy  tiie  earnest  accent,  which  armiscd  a  vairne  hope  in 
t::-  h'Mrt,  had  sudileiily  i|ii(-tioiied  the  lady's  eyes. 

■■'riicn.  madaiiie.  am  I  not  overiiold  in  oirerinp  myself  to 
Ik  vciir  partner  for  the  in^xt  quadrille?" 

.\rtle-s  confusion  colored  the  Countess'  white  cheeks. 

"But.  monsieur.  I  have  already  refu.se<l  one  partner — a 
Tiiilitary  man " 

"Was  it  that  tall  cavalry  colonel  whom  you  see  over  there?" 

"Precisely  so." 

■"Oh!  ho  is  a  friend  of  mine;  feel  no  alarm.  Will  you 
ji'-AUt  me  the  favor  [  dare  hope  for?" 

"Vcs.  monsieur." 

'fi'r  tone  betrayed  an  emotion  so  new  and  so  deep  that 
til"  l.iwyer's  world-worn  soul  was  touched.  ITe  was  overcome 
tiy  -Jiyness  like  a  sclioojt)oy's,  lost  his  confidence,  and  his 
.'■v.ithcrii  hrain  caujrht  fire;  he  tried  to  talk,  hut  his  phrases 
struck  him  as  irraceless  in  comparison  with  Madame  de  Sou- 
liisiL'c-;"  hriL'ht  and  subtle  replies.  It  wa.s  lucky  for  him  that 
!!)•  quadrille  was  forminir.  Standing  hy  his  beautiful  part- 
I '  ".  he  felt  more  at  ease.  To  many  men  dancin?  is  a  phase 
'  '  licinir;  they  think  that  they  can  more  powerfully  influence 
^h  hcarr  of  woman  hy  displaying  the  graces  of  their  bodies 
t.him  hv  their  intellect.  'Martial  wished,  no  doubt,  at  this 
■'  ;>  iiu  to  put  forth  all  his  most  effective  seductions,  to  judpe 
i  ■   the  pri'tentiou>iness  of  his  movements  and  gestures. 

He  !i  (1  his  conriuest  to  the  (|uadrille  in  which  the  most 
iiriHiant  women  in  the  ro<im  made  it  a  ]M)int  of  chimerical 
'■!  pnrtance  to  dance  in  preference  to  any  other.  While  the 
iiT.;  fifvtT.'i    nlMVinl    tb<^    iTit  Ton  net  orv    Itji^''^    *r>   *'|'io    fir^f    f'^iii^ 
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pcn/cnr.  ;i-  iM-  i-c\ii\\(  M  111.'  i;iiiirs  i.iriinn;^  tile  line-  "l  tliiii 
forriiidiililr  -(|ii;iri'.  ilmi  .M:hI.iiiii'  (Ic  Soulaiiirfs"  (Irc:-^  iniijht 
rhiillcii^'f  lli.il  rvrii  (if  MailaiiM'  ili'  \';niilrciniint,  who.  })v  a 
chance  not  jicrhap-  un-oii'_'ht,  \\a~  -taiidiiiir  wiih  MotUi'oriU't 
vi.'<-ii-ii.^  to  hiiiixlf  ami  \\\r  l,ii|\-  in  lihir.  All  "■\r<  witi'  for 
a  iiioiiicnt  tnnii'il  nil  Mailain.' .Ir  Sniilaii:'.'* ;  a  llal loriiii,' inur 
iimr  -iiowcil  that  -lie  wa-  tlio  -iihjr.t  of  cv.TV  man's  pon- 
vcrsaiion  with  hi-  |iar!!icr.  l-ook^  of  aiiiiiirat  ion  ami  onvv 
ccntcffil  on  hrr,  with  -o  much  cat:i'riic->  that  iho  votuit^ 
creature,  aha>hc(l  hy  a  triiimiili  she  -cemed  to  di-chiim, 
modestly  looki'd  down.  hliL-hcil,  and  wa~  all  'he  more  charm- 
in;,'.  W'lieii  -he  rai-ed  her  white  evelid-  it  ■  -  to  look  at  luT 
ravished  partner  a-  thoiiLrh  -he  wi-h.d  io  tran-t'.T  the  ^dorv 
of  tliis  admiration  to  liim.  and  to  -av  that  -he  cared  more  for 
his  tiian  for  all  the  ri'-t.  She  threw  lur  innoeence  into  her 
vanity :  or  ratlier  -lie  -cemed  to  irive  her-elf  no  to  the  ^Miilele-s 
admiration  which  is  the  heirinnini:  of  lovc.  with  the  ^ood 
faith  found  otilv  in  v..nthfiil  heart-.  As  -he  danced,  the 
lookers-on  miL'ht  ea-ilv  hrli.'Ve  that  -he  di-plaved  Iict  graci' 
for  ^lartial  alone:  and  thoiiLrh  she  was  moile.-t.  and  new  to 
the  trickery  of  the  hallroom.  she  knew  as  well  as  the  most 
acconipli-hed  coi]nelte  how  to  rai-e  lureve-  to  hi-  at  the  right 
moment  and  drop  tlu'ir  lid-  with  a--nnied  mode-tv. 

When  the  mo»ement  of  a  new  liLrniv.  invented  hv  a  dancer 
named  Trenis.  and  named  after  him.  hroiiLrht  .^^artial  face 
to  face  with  the  Colonel — "l  have  won  your  horse,"  said  he, 
lauphinp. 

"Yes,  but  you  have  lost  eight v  thoii-and  francs  a  year!" 
retorted  Montconiet.  trlancintr  at  Madame  de  Vaiidremont. 

"What  <lo  r  care:-""  replied  Martial.  ''Madame  dc  Sou- 
langes  is  worth  millions!" 

At  the  <'nd  of  the  ipiadrille  more  than  one  whisper  was 
ponred  into  more  than  on..  ,Mr.  The  less  pretty  women  mad^^ 
moral  speeches  to  thi'ir  par!  tier-,  commenting  on  the  huddim: 
liaisoji  between  ^lartia!  ami  ih.'  Cointess.  de  Soulanges.  Thf> 
handsomest  wondered  at  her  (>asv  surrender.     The  men  coul ! 
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I;  ■•  iiiul<r»tand  smli  luck  as  tlu'  Marini's,  not  re^^anlin;:  liiii. 
.1-  hariirularly  fascinating'.  A  few  indiiliri'iit  woimii  said  it 
u,i-  \\n\  t'.iir  to  jiid^'o  the  roiintos  too  hastily;  youn^  wives 
ui.iil.i  !ii'  in  a  very  haplo.-  i»Ii;.'lit  it'  an  rNpn'ssivc  look  or  a  fi>\v 
_-!,i..  fid  <lan(  ui^'  steps  wvu-  fiioii^rh  to  coinproinisc  a  woman. 

M.iiiial  al'inc  knrw  tlic  extent  of  liis  liapi)int'ss.  During 
III"  l.i-t  tiu'iirt',  when  the  ladii's  iiad  to  form  tln'  nioiiUuft, 
iii-  tiii::frs  cla-prd  tlio-i'  of  iju'  Coiinli'ss.  and  he  faiieiecl  that, 
I'lioii-ii  the  thin  pcri'iunrd  kid  of  her  ^dovc.-,  thr  yonn^r  wife's 
.;,i-j>  rr«pon(K'd  to  his  amorous  appeah 

•Madame,"'  said  lie,  as  the  ijuadriih'  emlcd,  "do  not  go  back 
!  '  'he  odidus  corner  where  you  iiave  Ijeen  i)urying  your  face 
III.  i  \i.iir  dress  until  now.  Is  admiration  the  only  Itoncfit 
;ini  I  an  obtain  from  tlie  jewels  that  adorn  your  wliite  neek 
;iii'!  heautifully  dres-ed  hair?  Come  and  take  a  turn  through 
i!:.'  rooms  to  enjoy  the  seene  and  yourself." 

Madame  de  Soulanges  yitdiled  to  her  seducer,  wdio  thought 
-:,•  would  he  hi.>  all  the  more  surely  if  he  could  only  show 
!;.:•  oil.  Side  hy  >idi'  they  walked  two  or  three  times  amid 
!!!''  LTroujis  who  crowded  thi'  room-.  The  Cointesse  do  Sou- 
l.i.'.„'e.s.  evidently  uiua.-y.  ])aused  for  an  instant  at  eacii  door 
i.iefMre  entering,  only  doing  so  after  stretching  her  neck  to 
!'">k  at  all  the  men  there.  This  alarm,  which  crowned  the 
Hr  >n"-  -ati-faction.  did  not  seem  to  he  removed  till  lie  said 
!  '  ':;•  r,  "Make  your.-elf  ea.-y  ;  he  ii  not  here." 

They  tlui.-  made  their  w  v  to  an  immense  picture  gallerv 
ill  a  wing  of  the  man>ion.  where  their  eyes  coidd  feast  in 
i'Mijjiation  on  the  splendid  display  of  a  collation  prepared 
'  ■  ;li!-ee  hundred  persiuis.  As  supper  was  about  to  fx^srin, 
^'  ;'i.il  led  the  ("oiintes-  to  an  oval  boudoir  lookintr  on  to  the 
':-<''i\i  n.  where  the  rare.-t  flowers  and  a  few  shrubs  made  a 
■  'r!!..!  bower  under  brJLrht  blue  hauLnngs.  The  nuirmurs 
' '■  ihe  f.'^tivity  hcTe  died  away.  The  Countes-:.  at  first 
>■  ;!!'d.  refused  firmly  to  follow  the  voung  man:  but,  srlane- 
'':.  1!)  a  mirror,  she  no  doubt  assured  herself  that  thev  could 
i"  -",11.  for  she  seated  herself  on  an  ottoman  vrith  a  fairly 
-'  ■  d  urace. 
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'"Ihi.s  room  i:^  rliarrnm;.',"'  saiil  .-ho,  adiiiirinj:  iln'  -ky-l)lii'- 
hangiii'.'s  loopnl  «iili  in'arl--, 

"All  lioif  iri  love  and  «lili;:lii  !"  saiil  the  Baron,  with  dwp 
emotion. 

In  ihf  Miy,-t«rio)i-  liLdit  whuli  |ircvailcd  hf  Innkcd  at  thi' 
Coiinti'>-.  and  dctcitcd  mi  lur  umily  ai:ilatrd  fare  an  cx- 
pri's-ion  of  un('a.-ini'.>.<.  niodi'.-;ty,  and  caiTirncv.  whii  h  ii- 
chantJii  him.  The  yownj:  lady  smiled,  and  tlii<  -i  ilr  M'cmcii 
to  put  an  end  to  tli''  -tni^r^'lc  i.f  tVclini:  >iiri.'in!,'  iii  Iut  iican  ; 
in  tlif  mo.-l  in-inuatin;:  way  -he  ludk  ht  r  adunrV  left  hand, 
and  drew  from  lii>  liiiL'tT  the  rin^'  cm  whuh  -he  liad  li.\cd  lur 
eyes. 

"What  a  line  dianiund  !"  >]u-  c.Nclainicd  m  ihc  ^irtlc-s  tone 
of  ayonn<r  ;:irl  h.'trayni;:  tlir  incitement  >■.'  ■>  jirst  tem[)taiioii. 

Martial,  troubled  hy  tlu'  Counte.ss"  invdiuntarv  hut  into- i- 
catinj?  touch,  like  a  care-s.  as  .-he  .livw  utV  iIr.  rin^',  hmkr.] 
at  her  with  eyes  as  Klitteriii;,'  as  the  ;:em. 

•'Wear  it,"  ho  said,  '"in  moinory  of  this  hour,  and  for  rlu- 
love  of ■' 

She  was  lookinjr  at  him  with  such  rapture  that  lu'  did  not 
end  the  .sentence ;  he  kis-ed  her  lian<l. 

"You  -.'ive  it  mey"  she  .Slid,  leokin^'  much  astoni>hed. 

"I    \vi-!l    1    liad    tile    Whdlr    Wurhj    to   nll'rr    Vdu!" 

"You  are  not  Jokin-;'"'  -he  wriit  -m,  in  a  voice  husky  wi'  > 
too  great  .sati.-fartion. 

"Will  you  accept  only  niy  diamond;-" 

"You  will  never  take  it  hack?"  she  in-istod. 

"Novor." 

She  put  the  rin;r  on  her  lin-er.     Martial,  cmtident  of  ror 
ing  happiness,  wa.-  alxuit   lo  put   his  h.-ind   round  h.r  wai-' 
but  she  suddenly  rose,  and  -aid  in  a  clear  voice,  without  ^i' 
agitation : 

"I  accept  thednimond.  monsieur,  witli  the  less  scruple  !»- 
eau.se  it  belongs  to  me." 

The  Baron  was  speechless. 

"Monsieur  de  .Soulan.i:.-  took  it  lately  from  my  dressing- 
table,  and  told  me  lie  had  lo-t  it." 
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V.ui  arc  mistaken.  im.mI.iiih',"  sihI  Maiiial.  nctilctl,     "It 
••  i>  jiv>'n  me  hv  M.idaiiir  di    \  aiMlri'iiKHit." 
'i'rorisfly  -n."  <hv  said  witli  a  smjl,.,     "My  husband  bnr- 
'  till-  rmi:  nf  mr.  lu-  ;,m\.    n  u>  her,  ^hc  made  it  a  prt's- 

■  :•  .  von;  my  riMi:  ha-  made  a  little  jonnii'v.  that  is  all. 
'I  his  nil;,'  will  ji.rhafis  till  tnc  ail  I  do  not  know,  and  teach 
fin'  til''  socrei  n|'  always  [)leasin«:. —  Mnii-icur."  <he  went  on. 
"it'  If  hai]  not  been  my  own.  \oii  mjiy  he  sure  I  should  not 
'    <■•  risked   payinir  so  dear  for  it;   for  a  mhihl''  woman,  it 

■  -  imI.  is  in  dan;,'er  with  you.     Hut.  mui  sec,"  and  she  touohcd 

-lirinir  wifluii  the  rin.i:.  "htTe  is  M    de  Soiilanires"  hair." 

■'hi-  tied  into  tiic  crowd. ■(!  rooiiis  so  swifilv.  tliat  it  .seemed 

'-   to  try   to   follow   her:   l)csidcs.   Martial,   utterly  con- 

■  d.   ua-    in   no   modd   to  <-,irry   the   adventure   furtlior. 

1        '  ounte--'   lau;.'h    found   an   echo   in   the   boudoir.   wh(>re 

■  ;•'    voiintr    ((.xcoinl)    now    perceived,    between    two    shrubs. 
.■■   Coione!    and    Madame   de    Vaudremnnt,    both    laurrhinf,' 

.'■!ll\. 

•^'\ill  yon  liave  my  hnrse.  to  ride  after  your  prize?"  said 
■'     "Mloncl. 

Tile  Haron  took  the  banter  poured  upon  him  bv 
^1  "lame  de  Vaudremont  and  Montcornet  with  a  LTood  jrraco, 
'■  ■  li  -ecured  their  silence  as  to  tlie  events  of  the  eveninj;, 
>vl..  ri  his  friend  e.xchan.Lred  his  ehar;:er  for  a  rich  and  pretty 
\'  uiiL'-  wife. 


\-  the  Tomtesse  de  Soidansres  drove  acro-s  P;iris  frnm  the 
'  ■  ,iii--ee  d'Antin  tn  tln'  F-'auhonrrr  Saint-Ciermaiii.  where  sbo 
-'■"!.  lier  -oul  was  a  prey  to  many  alarms.  Before  leavin(r 
:!i'    ll'.iel  ({(mdreville  she  went   throu<:h  all  the  rooms,  but 

who  li;id  u'one  away 
lii'ions  then  tortiircti  her  iriirenu- 


iii!  neither  her  aunt  imt  her  hu-hand. 


lit  her.     Fri^ditful  siis] 

lind.     .\  -ileiit  witncv-  of  her  husl 

:iV   when    ^fa(h^•le   de 


laml  s  to 


r.nents  since 


auilreniimt    had  chained  him  to 


ir.  she    had    confidently   hoped    tiiat    rejientance   would 


r .  ;.,!);:  restore  her  hii-iiand  to  her.     It  was  with 


niance  tn;; 


^h,-  h:,r\ 


unspeakable 


>ki.-(  li  Li  ».i    n>    I  lie 


scnomo  piottod  uv 
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her  aunt.  Madame  ilc  T/ui-nc  and  at  this  inoiiKnit  she  feare.l 
she  hiJ'l  iiiadi>  n  mistake. 

The  ev.'iiin'''<  i-NiMTicncc  had  ^ad.h'nr.l  lur  inimfeiit  ?nnl. 
Alarmed  at  flr^t  hv  thr  ('<Mm\-<  U>k  of  .HT^Tin-  and  dejer- 
tion.  slic  liad  hccninr  nmiv  -o  on  MriiiL'  her  rivals  hrautv. 
and  the  cornii'tioii  "f  -ncirty  had  .uripped  her  hrart.  A-:  shr 
crossed  the  Pmit  Iloval  >hc  threw  away  the  dcseerat<'d  hair 
at  the  haek  of  the  dianioud.  -iven  to  her  one"  a-;  a  t.ikcii  ni 
the  purest  affeetion.  She  wept  as  she  renieiuluTMl  lh.'  hitter 
prief  to  whieh  she  had  so  loiipr  heen  a  vie; i in.  and  shnddcn-d 
more  than  onee  as  >he  ren(Vted  that  the  duty  of  a  woman, 
who  wishes  for  pracf  in  Iut  Iionie.  eompfl<  hrr  to  hiiry  -^uf- 
ferinps  so  keen  as  hers  at  the  hottoni  of  her  heart,  and  without, 
a  complaint. 

"Alas  I"  thoiiL'ht  she.  ''what  can  women  (h'  when  they  di> 
not  love?  What  is  the  f.-imt  of  their  indnliienee?  T  ean- 
not  heliew  that,  as  my  aunt  tell^  me.  reason  is  all-sutricieni 
to  maintain  them  in  snch  devotion." 

She  was  still  si!:hin<:  when  her  man-ervant  let  down  tln' 
handsonuf  earria<iG-pte]i  dnwn  whieh  she  flew  into  the  hall 
of  her  hon-^e.  She  rnshed  preeipitatelv  npstair^^.  and  when 
she  reached  her  room  was  startled  hy  se(>in,ir  her  hushand  sit- 
ting hy  the  fire. 

"How  ion?  is  it.  mv  dear,  since  yon  have  srone  to  hail- 
without  tellin.L'  me  heforehand'"  he  ask(>d  in  a  hroken  voice. 
"You  must  know  that  a  woman  is  always  out  of  place  with- 
out her  hushand.  Yon  compromi-^ed  yours.^lf  «lranirely  hv 
remaining  in  the  dark  corner  where  you  had  ensconced  your- 
self." 

"Oil.  my  dear.  ?ood  T.eon."  said  .=he  in  n  coaxing  tone.  "1 
could  not  resist  the  happiness  of  -eein?  yon  without  yonr 
seeini:  me.  'Mv  aunt  took  me  to  this  ball,  and  T  was  verv 
happv  there!" 

Thi-  <'j)oroh  disarmed  i  ne  Connt's  looks  of  their  assumed 
severity,  for  he  had  hem  hhimimr  himself  whih>  dreading  hi- 
wife's  return,  no  doubt  fnllv  informed  at  the  hall  of  an  in- 
fidelity he  had  hoped  to  hide  from  her;  and.  as  is  the  way 
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.  .„v,  ,-  .on^.i.u..  of  thrir  guilt,  he  tried,  by  being  the  first 

.  1  ,-,„lt    to  vM^n-  luT  .ju-t  anger.     Happy  in  saving  her 

,.!  HMilr.  and   m  tindmg  hun  at   !hi>  ii"ur  m  a  rooin 

,.  ;;.  ,,..  ,„,.  ,,,>  i,„!  ,„„„.  inniv  rarely,  the  Counte-  looked 

.  MMM  -  len.leriv  that  die  l^lud.ed  and  ea>t  down  her  eyes. 

;  ;;,.,,,,„„„.v  enraptured  Soulange^  all  the  n.nre,  becau^  th.s 

.  ,-,,ll,,w,',l  on  ih,.  iniHTv  he  had  endured  at  the  ball.     He 

,!  In-  Nvil-eV  l.an.l  and  kwsed  it  gratefully.     Is  not  grati- 

,    ..Hen  a   part   of  love?  .       ,       ,      ..         r„ 

■Ip,.-,,.,,-,..  what  i-  that  on  your  linger  that  has  hurt  my  lip 

...  nnirl,.-"  a^ked  he.  laughing.  .     , -^u 

•I,  ,.  ,uv  duuuond  which  you  said  you  had  lost,  and  which 

I  ii.ive  found. 

,;.,„,  nil  Montoornet  did  not  marry  Madame  de  Vaudrev 
.  .„,  ,n  <pile  of  the  mutual  understanding  in  which  they  had 
■„,ri„,-  a  few  minutes,  for  -he  was  .me  of  th.-  victims  of 
^>.,.  -.rrii-le  fire  which  seah-d  the  fame  of  the  ball  g.ven  by 
•\,  \iHtrian  andiassador  on  the  occasi-i  of  .Vapoleon  s  mar- 
r,;,-,   with  the  daughter  of  the  Emper      Joseph  II. 
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1  v  I'li'  iiiontli  of  St'ptemlicr  ls;5."),  one  of  the  richo-^t  heiresses 
,    liii-    Faul)(iuri:   Saiiit-CKTiiiaiii.    Mademoiselle   dii    Houvre, 
;ii"  only  cliiki   of  the   Maniuis   dii    IJoiivre.   married   Count 
Aihim  Mit<fishis  Lnijinski,  a  yoiini;-  I'oli.-li  exile. 

1  allow  myself  to  spell  the  names  as  they  are  pronounced, 

•  •  -jia"e  the   reader  the  siidit  tif  the   fortifications  of  con- 

■  11, nils  liy  wliii/h,  in  the  Slav  laiiiruaires.  the  vowels  are  pro- 

!■!  !(d.  no  douht  to  secure  them  a,::ainst  loss,  seeiiii^  how  few 

!!ii  V  .ire. 

'I'lii'  Manpiis  dn  Tiouvro  had  dis>ipated  almo-t  tlie  whole  of 

"!!"■  "f  the  lluest  fortunes  of  the  nohility,  to  which  he  had 

iniicrly   owed   his   alliance   with  a    Mademoisello   de    Hon- 

';  I  miles.      Hence    Clementine   had    for   her   uncle,    on    her 

'    'flicrV  side,  the  Maniuis  de  Roinpierolles.  and  for  her  aunt 

^'.:l!:lIllt■  de  Serizy.     On  Ucr  father's  side  she  ])ossessed  an- 

i.' ;•    iiiiele    in    the   eccentric    person    of    the    Chevalier   du 

1.''   ;\iv.  the  younger  son  of  the  house,  an  old  hachelor  who 

ill!  ;:!nwn  rich  hy  speculations  in  lands  and  houses. 

'I'i:!    .Manpiis  de   llon(|ueroll(s  was  so  nnhapnv  as  to  lose 

'!!  hi<  children  during  the  visitation  of  cholera.     Madame 

'"    Si  ri/,y"s  only  son.  a  younj;  oHicer  of  the  Iiiirhest  ;iromise, 

*  N  killed  in  Africa  at  the  fiLrht  Ity  the  'Macta.     In  these 

lii'. -  rich  families  run  the  risk  of  ruinincr  their  children  if 

iii'v  have  too  many,  or  of  hecominp  extinct  if  they  have  hut 

:-   or  two,  a  sintnilar  result  of  the  Civil  Code  not  foreseen 

■  Xapoli'on.    Thus,  hy  accident,  and  in  spite  of  ]\ronsieur  du 

i.''"ivn'"s  reckless  extravaL'ance.?  for  Florine.  one  of  the  most 

li.'aniiing   of   Paris    actri'sses.    Clementine    had    become   an 
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hoircss.  The  M;in|uis  dc  l{(>iii|iiirnllr~.  imc  of  the  iiio^t  ar. 
compli^hcd  (li|,lniii;ili<  uf  thr  II, w  ,!yriii~tv.  hi-  -ister, 
Madame  <K-  Serizv.  and  the  ('hrvalicr  du  l.'miviv  a-T(vi|  that' 
to  rfsciic  their  lui-tuurs  fi-dni  thr  Mai-^iiis"  chi!,!!,-.  th^'.' 
would  leave  them  tu  ih^ir  iiieec.  to  whnni  ih.;v  each  iiromii-ed 
ten  thousand  francs  a  vear  on  hrr  inarria;:e. 

It  is  (jiiite  uniifee-.-arv  to  >a,v  that  the  I',.!,',  tlmn.rh  a 
rofn^rj,,.,  ,.,,^,  ,i„,  i,-,.,.,„.j,  (Jovernment  ah-oluiclv  iidtliin,.'. 
Count  Adam  heh)n^'ed  to  one  of  the  old,  ~\  and  m<i-t  lUus- 
tDoiis  families  of  I'djand.  eonnectr,!  with  mo-i  ,,f  the  [irine'dv 
honsiK;  „f  (iermany,  with  the  Sapiehi-.  i!i,.  K'aijxiwills,  ihi' 
Mniszeehs.  the  H/ewuskis.  the  ( 'zartnrv>l<is.  the  I,r.-,:in".kis. 
the  lad-omirskis.  in  short,  all  llie  ..rrvat  Sarmatian  .<f.-!s.  But' 
a  knowled^'e  of  h(>raldrv  is  not  a  str-.n-  point  in  Fran.-.'  und.T 
Louis  riiilippe,  and  Mi,-h  iiiihility  ouM  1„.  no  nrommemhi- 
tioii  to  the  h<'ur(/,oisie  then  in  pow,  i-.  ii.si,],.-.  whrn.  in  18:3:?. 
Adam  made  his  appearance  on  the  i;,,ii!,.v,ir,l  d,-  Italii'iis 
at  Fraseati's.  a;  the  .loeke.v  Cluh.  h.'  KtI  the  lif,-  of  a  man  who" 
having  lost  his  politieal  prospects,  falls  hack  on  his  vie-  an,! 
his  love  of  pleasure,     llr  was  taken  f,,r  a  <nid,nt. 

The  Tolish  nationality,  as  th(>  result  of  ;m  o,lioiis  (lovt^rn- 
mentreaetion.  had  fallen  as  low  a.  the  Kepnhlican.  had  trid 
to  think  it  high.  Tli,.  >tran-e  stru.-.-le  of  M,.vement  airainsi 
Rcsistanei — two  word,-  which  thirty  vc;,is  h,ai(r  will  be  in- 
explicable—made a  farce  of  what'  .ui.-ht  t,)  hav,.  U'en  s,) 
worthy :  the  name,  that  i-^.  ,if  a  vaiKpii-h,,!  nation  t,>  which 
Franeo  <rav(>  lio>pitality.  for  which  entcriainmcnt.  were  dc- 
viswl,  for  which  every  ,me  dauc,!  ,.r  saii,-  hv  -uh-iription  ; 
a  nation,  in  short,  which  a'  the  time  when,  in  Klti;.  Kiirop," 
was  fiohtinir  France,  had  oIlViv.l  her  six  thousand  nun,  and 
such  men  ! 

^  Do  not  coflchide  from  thi-  that  I  mean  to  represent  tli,' 
Emperor  Nicholas  as  being  in  the  wrong  as  rc^'ards  I'olami. 
or  Poland  as  regards  the  Kmperor  Xicli,.Ias.  In  ih..  flr>t 
place,  it  would  be  a  sillv  thing  enotigli  to  >lip  a  iiolitieal 
discussion  into  a  tale  which  ought  to  int.'re^t  or  to  aiau-c. 
Besides,  l^ussia  and  I'oland  were  ((iually  rii,dit:  one  for  aim- 
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'::fj  at  unity  "f  l-]iii])in',  tlic  (itlier  for  do^irinj;  to  bo  frw 
:i_;i:n.  It  iiiiiy  l)c  -aiil.  in  ]>ii>sin,ir.  that  Poland  might  have 
.  •i:')i;rrc(|  i;n~-ii  Ky  the  inllnriuc  of  manners  instead  of 
i..  alin.'  litr  \\m!i  .veapon^ :  tlius  imitating  the  riiincso.  who 
..I  !.i-!  Chin  ..il  the  'I'artars,  and  wtio,  it  is  to  h'  hopod, 
''••ill  ilo  ihi'  -anir  hy  tlio  Kngli>h.  Poland  ought  to  have 
_  ■n'>/'<',/  thr  iJii->ian~:  Poniato\\-ki  had  tric(l  it  in  tlio  least 
;.  iiii'i  rate  di.-tri(/t  of  iho  Kmpirc.  But  tliat  gcntloinan  was 
.:  Mil- :indcr<tood  king — all  the  more  so  Ijccansc  Iio  did  not 
;■•  :■ll,l]l^  nn.lr,-.-tand  iiini^df. 

II  'W  \\'a>  it  p()>>ililo  not  to  hate  ihv  poor  pt'opl(>  who  were 

'  :iii-i"  of  the   Imrrihlo  ilfccit   fommitt(Ml   on   the  oerasion 

■      t'M-   ri\ic\v   when  all    Pai'i.-   was  eager  to   rcMiie    I'oland? 

i".  ■  :•'.  all'ifli'd  to  regard  the  Poles  as  allies  of  the  l{e])nhliean 

:  iri;'.   forgetting  thiit   Poland   was  an  aristocratic   republic. 

i"^' I),  efortli    the    party   of   wealth    ponred    ignoble  contempt 

■I  •':•    i''ile.  who  had  hi'cn  deifit'd  but  a  few  days  since.     The 

•  !!■!  iif  a  riot  ha~  alw:    -   Mown  the   i'arisians  round   from 

!'  ;iM    to    south    niider   evi  ry    form    of    government.      This 

"    ii.'i'iTock  temper  of   I'aris  o|)inion   must   bo  remembered 

•A-  would  understand  how,  in  IS;]."),  the  name  of  Pole  was 

I   e.f   ridicule  among  the  race   who  believe  themselves 

'•'•■■  'lie  wittiest  and  polite-t   in  the  world,  and   its  central 

.'•  inary.  in  a  city  which,  at  tlii-  day.  wields  the  sceptre  of 

"■    iiid  literature. 

'i'l' re   are.   ala- 1    two   types   (d'    Poli-h    refugees — the   re- 

•  :\n    Poll',  tiie  son   of   l.elewel,  and   the  noble   Pole,  of 

:.M;y  Kd  by   Prince   Czartoryski.     These  two   kinds  of 

'•'  '■     ire  as  fire  and  water,  but   why  blaine  them?     Ar"  not 

'!:^  i-ion-;  always  to  be  ob<erved  amontr  refuLrees  whatever 

;   I  hey  beloiii.'  to.  and  no  nuittcr  what  countrv  thev  go 

Tlicy  cariT  their  country  and  tlieir  hatreds  with  them. 

\     r.i;i-<els  two  j-'rcnch  emi'_M'<''  pric-t-  expressed  the  greate-t 

-  nil  fnr  I'ach  other:  and  whei;  one  of  them  was  asked  his 

■   '>.   he   replied,   pointing   to   his   companion   in    miserv, 

"      -    1  danseiii-t  '."     Dante,  m  hi-;  exile,  would  gladlv  have 

'  i  anv   a(h(  r.-ai'v  of  the  iUnnihi.     In  this  lies  the  rea- 
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son  of  ihr.  attiicks  iiiiidc  on  the  vcniTaljle  Prince  Adam 
t'zartoryski  Uy  the  Fr.'iicli  nulical-:.  and  tliat  of  tlio  disap- 
l)roval  sli..\vii  n,  a  .-cclKm  nf  tin-  l',,||.h  .•mi^'rants  liv  th.' 
Ca'sars  of  the  lunnicr  and  the  Alcxandrrs  Itv  letters  patent. 
Ill  l.s;il  Adam  Mit-i-la.-.  l,a.:,Mii>ki  was  the  bntt  of  Parisian 
\viitiri>ins.-^"llr  j.  a  nir,.  f(.||(,w  thnii-h  lie  is  a  Pole,"  said 
iiasti^'nac— "Ail  the  I'drs  arc  ■rrcai  lord-,"  >aid  Maximo 
<\v  'rraillcs.  -Im  this  onr  pay-  lus  iranibliiii:  dchls;  1  be;,nn 
I"  tliink  ili;ii   he  nln^t  lia\t'  liad  an  c-ialc"" 

And  wiiliunt  uircnic  to  ilie  cmIcs.  it  may  he  remarked  tliat 
tlie  levity,  the  rerkle.-.-nes-.  ilie  lliudity  ,,f  tiic  Sarmatiaii  cliar- 
acter  jnslitied  tlie  caluniiiirs  (d"  ili.'  Parisians,  who,  indeed, 
111  similar  (■irenm>tanee-,  wmdd  he  exactly  like  the  Poles. 
Tin;  French  ari.-lmriKy.  .<,)  ailmiralily  su]ip(.rtcd  liv  tiie  Polish 
arist()era(y  durin-  the  Kcvcjutmn.  certainly  made  no  eciuiva- 
Iciii  rciurii  to  the-c  whi>  were  rurccd  to  emigrate  iu  183;'. 
We  must  have  the  melaiichnly  ennrap'  id  sav  that,  in  this 
tlie  Fanbour^r  Saini-{;erniain  remains  Poland's  debtor. 
^_  Wa-  Cniint  Adam  rich,  was  he  ]ioor.  was  he  an  adventurer? 
The  problem  Ion-  remained  iinxdved.  Diplomatic  circles 
faithful  u>  their  iiiM  rnciioi;..  imitated  the  silence  obser^-ed 
by  the  Fmi.eror  .\ ieli,,I;i.-.  who  at  that  time  counted  every 
Polish  emi-re  a.-  d,  .ad.  The  Tnileries.  and  most  of  those  who 
took   tlieir  cue    from    thence,  ;:ave   an   odjons   proof  of  this 

characteristic  pol„y  di-iii(ied  by  the  nan f  prudence.     A 

l{ii>sian  prince,  with  wl i  they  had  smoked  many  citrars  at 

tlie  time  of  the  emi-ration.  wa>  ignored  be.au-c.  a<' it  seemed, 
he^had  fallen  into  di-K,ace  will,  the  Kmperor  Xicliolas. 

Thus  placed  betw,vn  the  prudence  of  the  Ciurt  and  that 
of  diplomatic  circles.  Poles  of  nood  faniilv  lived  in  the  Bib- 
lical solitude  of  Su/>rr  fluiniin,  /!aln/Ioni.^'  or  frequented  cer- 
tain drawin-rmniis  winch  servd  as  neutral  territory  for 
ev.  ry  variety  of  opinion.  In  a  citv  of  pleasure  like  Pari- 
where  imusement  i.-  to  be  had  in  every  rank.  Polish  rcckle.^s- 
!U'-s  loun.l  twice  as  many  pret..xts  as  it  n.-eded  for  leadin<-  a 
jii>>inated  ba-'heb-r  life.  I!e-ides.  it,  niu<t  be  said.  Adam 
had  against  hini  at  tirst  b..th  his  appearance  and  his  man- 
ners. 
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TIhto  nro  tun  ty|if.-;  of  Pdlc.  as  thcr"  aro  two  typo*  of  Eng- 
i;-!iwniiiaii.  \V!iin  iiii  I'",ML'li-!i\viiiiian  i-  not  a  beauty,  jhe  is 
t.nn.iilv  uirlv — and  ('ninil  Adam  lirlunir-  to  the  stTond  cate- 
.-,  r\.  Ili>  fail'  i-  -mall,  somewhat  >our.  and  looks  as  if  it 
iiiid  I'l'cn  s(iucr/rd  in  a  virc  ill-  ~linrt  no-c.  fair  hair, 
fm!  '!  .iiistaclic>  and  lizard.  -iNr  liim  the  I'xprf-sion  of  a  goat; 

;   ;'i.'  moi'i'  -o  liiM-au-c  In-  i-  .-IiiU'i   and   llun,  and  hi*  eyes, 

•_,.!  with  dinuv  M'lliiw,  -larllc  miu  hy  ihc  uhliciuo  leer 
ii  \'irL:ir.-  liiii'  iia-  made  famniis.  How  is  it  that,  in 
!■  ..f  ,-iiih  unfaMiralm'  cindii  mn^.  If  has  -uch  i'.\(|uisit(' 
■  .  ,i;i-:.  IV  and  -i\!i'!--  Tiic  -nlmion  i)i  tlii>  mystery  is  jrivcn 
'.'.  I::-  div.--,  iliat  id'  a  iini-!icd  dandy,  and  hy  the  edncation 
!.■■  ,.ucs  lo  his  mother,  a  ll.id/iwill.  If  his  conra^'e  carries 
\i\\n  ;■'  the  |M)int  cd"  ra-line--;.  hi-  mind  is  not  above  tlie  cur- 
!'•;!  and  trivial  [dea-anlries  (d"  i'aris  eonver.-ation  ;  still,  he 
li' .  -  i,.'t  iifien  lind  a  Vduni:  i'ellnw  who  is  his  superior  anion,? 
r.n  111'  !'a-liion.  'i"he-(>  yminLr  nieii  nowadays  talk  far  too 
ii;;  .  a  (,r  hor-e-,  iiirnnie.  taxes,  and  deputies,  for  French  oon- 
\ir-a:;"iii  to  he  what  niu-e  it  ua-.  Wit  needs  leisure,  and 
criaiii  iiieipialilies  nf  pn-itinii.  ('nnver>atinn  is  better  per- 
i,  'i-  at  r'.'ler-hiift:  and  at  X'ieiina  than  it  is  in  Paris.  Equals 
\\<t'\  no  siihtlelie- :  they  tell  each  other  everythinir  straijrlit 
e  ;•,  jii^t  as  it  is.  llenee  the  inmieal  laiiirhers  of  Paris  could 
.-..;:•(•(  W-  di-eeni  a  man  of  family  in  a  liudit-hearted  stii- 
li'  11!.  a-  he  >eemed.  who  in  talkiuLT  pas-ed  carelessly  from  one 
-!  iiji  .  '  to  another,  wlio  piir-iied  amii^emeiil  with  all  the  more 
fri  !i/\  heean>e  he  had  just  ocaped  froi,i  ^M'eat  perils,  and  who, 
liaviiiL!  left  the  country  where  Ids  family  was  known,  thoujjht 
iiiir,-.  if  :it  lil'.eriv  In  lead  an  irresponsible  life  without  risk- 
'•■._'■  .i  In-.-  of  con-idcfalinii. 

ii!;,.  iiiii.  ilav  in  !n.")K  Adam  houi^ht  a  larae  house  in  the 
!.'■■"  i|n  la    i'epiniere.     Six  months  later  it  was  on  as  hand- 

•;  ■'  a   fniitin.'-  ,a.-  the  riche-t   house-  in  Paris.     Just  at  the 

'.lien    laiLiin-ki    was   lie;:innin,L'   to   In-   taken    -eriousiy, 

,;v,   Cirineiitine  at  the  ftalian  npera.  and  fell  in  love  with 

A    ye;ir   later,   he    married    her.      Madame  d'Espard's 

:■  le  -.  t  the  fashion  of  approval.     Motiiers  of  families  then 
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li;irncil.  too  hiir,  iliai  ever  >iii(,.  the  \.  ;ir  itiiii.  the  Laixin^kis 
had  r;iiik(.(l  will,  th,.  i,iu~t  ilhiMriui!-'  lainilir^  of  tlir  Xorth. 
By  u  >tr<.k(.  (if  iiniilciKc.  iiin,|  iinlikr  a  I'u],..  ih,.  vouii.' 
Count".-  iii-itlirr  lia,I.  al  ili,.  h.-minii-  nf  ih,.  ivIjcHi,,!!. 'mori" 
Kii<rcil  Ihi-  .-t.itr-  tnr  an  iiniiicn-c  <inii  advarnvd  l.v  two 
.Jewish  hnn-cs  mikI  iiiwMrd  in  the  Fn  nch  funds.  Count 
Adam  l.a-in>ki  had  an  inc..ini«  (d"  nmiv  than  ci-hty  thou- 
sand franr-.  'l'ln>  |,iii  an  end  to  tlu'  a-tMni-liiii.'iit  .".\pr('<s.M! 
Ill  sonic  drawin,ir-r.M„n.  at  thi-  ra.dinrs-  n(  >radanic  d.-  Si'tIz',, 
"f  old  dr  Hnn.|ncr,,||,-,  and  of  i!,,.  ( 'iicvalicr  dii  IJuuviv  in 
yicldini:  in  their  niece's  mad  passion. 

As  usual,  the  world  ru>licd  froiu  one  c\treinc  to  tlic  other 
Diirin.i:  the  winter  of  ls;!(;.  Count  Adam  liecam.^  tlie  fashion 
and  Clementine  La-inski  one  ,,f  the  .,ucen.  of  l'ari> 
Madame  dv  l.a^rjn,.ki.  at  the  jirc-ent  time,  i-  one  of  the  charm- 
ing proii[>  of  yoiini:  married  women  anion^r  whom  shine 
Mesdames  dc  Jvotora.h-.  de  I'ori.'nduere,  Marie  de  Van- 
deno.e,  (hi  (iuenic.  and  <|c  Manfri-nen-e.  tiie  vcrv  flower  of 
I'an-  M,cielv.  who  live  Innh  alM.vc  the  parvenus,"  l,ouri:eoi<, 
and  wire-pullers  of  recent  politics. 

'I'hi.  prcand.le  was  needful  to  .jeline  the  sphiTc  in  which 
was  carried  throu-h  one  of  tho-e  -uhlnne  elforts,  Ic.vs  rare 
than  the  (letractor>  of  the  proent  time  imairine.— pearls 
hidden  in  rou-h  >lieil-.  and  lost  in  the  depths  of  that  ahv^s 
that  ocean,  that  never-rcMin-  li,!e  called  tiie  World— the  A^'o 
—Pans.  London,  or  I'eter-huri:  -whichever  vou  will. 

If  ever  tlie  truth  that  architecture  i-  tJie  expression  of 
the  numners  (,r  a  race  was  fully  .lemon>traled.  is  it  not  since 
the  revolution  -d  ls:;().  „nder  the  n-iirn  of  the  Hotwe  of 
Orleans?  ilrviU  fortunes  have  shrunk  in  Franc,.,  an<]  the 
majestic  mansKms  of  our  fathers  are  consiantiv  hein-  demol- 
ished and  replaced  l.y  a  ^,,rl  of  ten.'inent  Imuses.  ;„  ^vhich  •. 
peer  of  France  of  dulv  ,hve|k  on  the  third  ti.M.r  ^u^^  <omc 
iiewly-enri.-hcd  .mipiri,  ,  .^tvles  ;,re  nnn-led  in  confusion 
As  tiu're  l^  no  loniTcr  anv  Court,  anv  lohilitv  to  set  a  "tone" 
no  harmony  is  to  he  seen  in  the  productions  of  art.  On  tlie 
"""■'■  ''•■'  =  "'•  arc!iite,-ture   ha-   never   found    more  e.-ononiical 
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•      -  fcir  iiiiitaliiiir  what  i>  p'riuiiif  iiml  tlii)rmi;,'li,  rover  dis- 
-1    iiiun-  iii^icniiity   mihI   n'Miiircr   in  ai'raii^'oment.      Ask 

.  ,ii:;-t,  \n  lU-.A  with  a  >iiiii  n\'  \\ir  i:anliMi  ol'  an  olil  "hotel" 
!,..u  .:--lin\i(|,  ami  111'  will  liuild  vnu  a  litllf  I.niivrc  cnislu'd 
ii:  .!.  ]■  w-  ni'nanicnlai  »>n  :  he  will  ^'ivc  vou  a  cuiirtyanl,  stahk's, 
,i;i.i.  if  Mill  in>i.-t,  a  Lranlcii:  in^itlr  he  cunt  rive-;  such  a  num- 
liir  ■.!'  hull'  I'lmni-  ami  nirriiliir-,  ami  rlirals  the  oyc  so  ef- 
iViiuallv.  that  viiu  faiicv  vuurM'll'  cnnil'Mrtablc ;  in  fact,  then' 
.iM'  -1  iiianv  iicilidnnis,  that  a  ducal  retinue  can  live  and  move 
Hi  uhai  was  only  tin-  hake-linuse  of  a  president  of  a  laT 
'  'ii.i". . 

T;:'  (  niiitc's-e  La;,nn:-ki"s  linuse  is  one  of  these  inodtiit 
-■•■;>  :;;ri-.  with  a  cuurtyard  in  fmnt  and  a  j:arden  be'iinti, 
i  .  :  -•  ri^hl  of  the  cniirtyard  are  the  .-irvanls'  ([uartors,  }M 
,,".,, i  i,;i  the  left  hy  the  >tal)l<'s  and  coach-houses.  The  pjr- 
1=  I-'-  !■ 'Le  >tands  hetween  two  handsome  ^'atcs.  The  l^V-Gf 
1:;\  ;i".  ..f  this  hou.-e  con-i^ts  in  a  dcli,Lrhlful  conservatory  at 
':  ■ .  !  1  iii'  a  houdoir  on  the  j:round  iloor,  where  all  the  Ije&uti- 
!  ■  '  ivri'iition  rooms  are.  It  was  a  philanthropist  driven 
-:•  '  !'  liiiu'land  who  built  this  architectural  j,'crn,  constructed 
t;,'  '  .mservatory.  ]ilanmd  the  pirden,  varnished  the  doors, 
|.i'.'  !  the  outhniIdin;:s  with  briclc,  filled  tlu^  windows  with 
::■:•■■  ;i  L;la-s.  and  realized  a  vision  like  thiit- — in  due  pro- 
.,,,i:i,,:, — iif  (liorire  IV.  at  Briu'liton.  The  inventive,  indus- 
•;  .  ami  ready  I'aris  arti>an  had  carvel  his  dnors  and 
ivv-franies;  his  ceilinu's  were  imitated  t'-oin  those  of  the 
M  \<\'.i'  .\p's  or  of  \'enetian  palaces,  and  th  Te  was  a  lavish 
'■  '  :'  of  marble  slab-  in  external  jianelino'.  Steinbock  and 
I'r:',  "i-  Soiichet  had  carved  the  ciu'nicos  of  the  doors  and 
1  ■'•i'!!ii-v--lielves ;  Srliinner  had  [lainted  the  ceiling's  with  the 
'm'iI'''i  '<['  a  masuT.  'i"Ii.'  wnmli  r~  of  the  stair- — marble  as 
■'^'■i'    as  a  woman's  arm — defied  tho-e  of  the  Hotel   Roths- 

r'li'.i. 

!■:   ( 'in-eiiiK'nee  of   the  d  i-1  U  rbaiiee-.  the   price  r,f  this   folly 

u.!-  tint    more  than   eleven   humlred   thousand   francs.      For 

."■':   !''v_'!i-hman  this  wa-  irivini:  it  away.     .Ml  this  splendor, 

'  !  I'lim-elv  bv  people  who  do  not  know  what  a  real  prince 
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is,  stood  ill  the  Lranlcii  of  a  i  unl  r.ii  tnr — ii  ( 'msiis  ..f  the  Rt  vo- 
liitidii,  win.  Ii;i.!  ill,, I  ,ii  |{i;i..rl-.  a  liaiikrii|it  iil'icr  a  -inlil,  n 
(■onviil-.i,iii  ni  ill,.  |'„„ir-.-.  'I'lic  Kii-li-!niian  .li,-,l  al  I'aii- 
— (lii'il  i,f  l'ai-i>  -  Wir  ',<>  iiianv  iir.,|i|,.  Tan-  i-  a  ili:.,a-i' :  .--uiiir- 
tiiiics  it  I-  ~r\,ral  ih-ia-..-  Hi-  uii!..u.  a  .Mriti,,.li-.t.  lia.l  a 
ptTfcct  li(irn,i-  of  th,.  imIm.!,"-  Intlf  li,ui-.c^thi>  philaiitliiMpiv 
'""•I  '"'•11  :i  ii<alrr  III  ..j.iiiMi.  'I'll,.  \irtiMii..  wnlnw  ..ril(.n.,l 
lliat  the  >(aii(!a!niis  |irnji,  rty  -ImuI.I  !„.  -,.',1  jn,!  ;,;  the  titiii> 
wIh.ii  till'  (li-tnrhaiirrs  mad,.  iM-a,,-  ,1,hiI,i  I'nl  ,,ii  an\  Iri'in-, 
<'oiiiit  Adam  tncik  ailvaiilaL'.-  nj'  the  njipMrtiiiiit  v ;  and  \,)U 
sliali  !»•  t,>l,|  Imw  ii  liai'i.m.  ,|.  i,,,-  „,,iiiiii--  cmiMIh.  h-^  coii- 
.-'•iiani  u  nil  hi-  |,,r(ily  lialm-. 

Behind    this    li,.ii>,..    hnilt    ,.t'   >tiini-   fn'ttrd    Iikr   a    melon, 
^-|)I•(•a(ls  the  -ivcn  velvet  »(  an   Kii-li-h   lawn,  -haded  at   the 
liirtlier  (ihI  \,y  an  elepiiit  (  lump  of  t  \ntic  tree-;,  anioiii:  which 
rii^es  a^  Chinese  pavilinii  with  its  muic  I,,. II-  and  pendent  L'ilt 
c^'^'s.    'I'lie  ^reeiilion.-e  and  ii>  fanta-lii.  il, ,  ,irat  in,i-  -crren  thi' 
outer  wall  on  the  sonih  Mde.     The  ,)tlier  wall,  ojipiwito  tiie 
^'ivenlK^isi.,  i,^  liiin^'  With  eiv,.per<  L'fuwn  m  anade-^  ov.t  pol,.- 
and  ernssdieams  painted  -ivn.     'I'lu-  mea,l.,w.  tin.-  ivalm  of 
tlowers.  thes,.  ^'raveled   path-,  this  niimie  f(.re>t.  these  aerial 
trellises  vuwv  an   area   of  n\<nu\    twriitx-liv..  -,piaiv   p.-rehe^ 
of  whieh  the  pn-rnt  valnr  wn.ild  he  f,;„r  hiindr.-d  thousand' 
franes,  as  imi.-li  a<  a  ival  I,, rest.     |„  thr  heart  nf  this  .jlmee 
won  Ir.uii  Pan-,  i.inl-  sin,-;  there  are  hlaekhird-.  ni-ditin-ales 
InillKnches.  ehallinehes  an, I  nunih,.rs  ,.f  -parrnw.  '    Tli,.  (..ei- 
servatory  is  a   va-t   llnwer-ln.d.  wh,.re  the  air  i-   l„ad,.d   with 
porlunie.  and  wh..r,.  v.m  mav  walk  m  winter  a<  thoiedi  sum- 
mer was  hlaz.n-  with  all  it-  litv..     The  mean,-  l,v  whieh  an 
atmosphere  is  produced  at  will  nf  the  tropiis.  China  nr  ft'ilv 
are   ui^enmn.ly   eoncca!e,l    fm,,,    vi-w.      Th,.   pipes    i„    ..hieh 
tl-«'  hn^Uu,  water  cin-nla,,-     ,h,.  .team.  h,„  air.  what   not- 
■•ire  covcre,]  with  >nil.  and  !,.„k  like  ,Mrlan,l-  nf  .r,„win.^  Il„w- 
ers. 

The  h„udoir  is  spar.iniw.  ()„  a  .mall  „l„t  ..f  i,rmmd  the 
minmle  wrought  hv  the  |.„,.  ,„,,.,,„;.,,  ,,,,,,„.,„.,  , 
to  prodtKv  ..vcrvtlnn,^  nn  a  lar...  scale.     The  vmnv^  Cnu.fo..' 
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1„uii!.'!r  was  till'   |unlc  nf  ih.'  .ivt;:-t   to  wlioiii   Cdik  '   Ac!am 

;;|tr:i-Ir,l      tlh'     IH-k     •  ■  f      H '.  |.  ■■  m  M  I  Ml  _      till'     llull-,  '['<)     MP      tllCIV 

\w.ii!ii  !m'  iiiipii-MMf.  ih.'D'  arc  ichi  maiiv  pri'ltv  tntli'-.     I»vt' 

vv  .!,!•!  ricii  ktinw     h.Tc  to  aliiili!  ainn!  «-nrk-talilf>  of  ('liini's<' 

(aruii.'.   wliirc   tlu'  *-\i'  lan    t'linl    thnii>an(l-   of   droll    littlo 

';:;iiiv-  uioii-lit  ill  tlic  ivory — tlic  oiition.,   .if  ih.'  toil  of  two 

faiiiilii'-;  of  CliiricM'  arti-t>:  va-c-  of  l>uriit  i>|-az  riioiinl.'cl  on 

_!  ■■  -tainU:  iiio-au-;  that   iiuiic  to  ihffi  ,  I»uti-li  |ii<  turi'-. 

,  'i  .1-  S(  liimicr  iiow  paints  aLram  :  aiiiirls  i  'iiajiiiii  '  as  Sicin- 

i..inri\i>  of  till  Ml   (ImiI  (joe-  not  alwav-  work     licin  oiii 

ii!!::-!  If )  :  >tati;ilti  s  (Afculcd  hy  j.'cniiiM's  piir^iicil  hy  cri'ditor- 

ii!ic  iiiio  inlcrprctatioii  of  ihc  .\rai>  tnytlw)  ;  siihlimc  first 

~'.,.ti  hi-  hv  our  >riTalc-t  ani-t- ;  front  <  of  c,  rxed  chc-ts  let  into 

liif  'Aaiiisrot.  ami  aliiTnatniL'  witli  the  iiunilioit^  of  Indian 

.  ■.hriiMlfrv ;    ixnld-colorcd    curtain-    draiicd    over    the    doors 

fr'iii  an  arcliitravc  of  hlaik  oak   wrmiiiht   with  tlif  -warni- 

"j-  liL'-'.in's  of  a  liiintin;/  scene;  i  !iair~  and  tahles  worthy  of 

M.nkitiii'  (h-  Pompadour;  a  I'ersian  carpet,  and  -o  forth.     And 

'/iil'v,  as  a  erownini:  tomh,  all  tin-  -|ileiidor,  set>n  under  a 

■  '''I mil  li;:ht  filtcriiiLT  in  tliroiiLih  lace  eiirtam-.  looks  all  the 
!  Mv  iirautiful.  On  a  maritle  slah.  ainonjr  some  antiiiucs, 
a  Mi|\"-  whip,  witli  a  handle  carved  hy  Mademoiselle  (h' 
I'.iiiM.iii.  -how-  that  tile  {'ounle-s  i-  fond  of  ridini:. 

S.iili  IS  a  boudoir  m   Ks;>T.  a  display  of  prnp(>rty  to  divert 

!'■■  '  \i  .  a>  thouL'h  ennui  threatened  t"  invade  the  mo-t  rest- 

]■  ■-  ;ind  unrestin;,'  society  in  the  world.     Why  is  there  noth- 

:.    individual,    intimate,   noihiii'.'-  to   inviie   reveru    and    r:>- 

j„,.i  ? — Why? — Hecaii-e  no  one   is  sure  of  the   morrow,  and 

■  \i;v  Diie  enjoy>  life  as  a  prodiiral  spi-nd-  a  life  iiitere<t. 

'lU''  morninjr  Clementine  alTected  a  meditative  air.  as  she 

nijid    on    one    of    those    deep    -ie-ta    chaii'-    fi-o'n    whicli 

'.iiiiiol    hear  to  ri>e.  so  cleverly  has  the  uphol-tenT  who 

"  . 'tfil   till  111   (■■■ntrived   to   fit    them   to  the  riirvcs  uf   lazi- 
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■n  and  the  perfumes  of  the  tropic-.    Tlie  yoiuiL'  wife  watched 
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"f  i)i]M-  >lic  m1!i'Uii|   ill   ihi-   rMMiti.     ()\cr  ili,    ..!!i,r  ilini,-.  ;■;■ 
tains,  .'all;:!!!    Ii.-ick   !,-.    Imp.!. ,,:,,,•   rniM-,  -li.iui.l   i\w.   iiia-i:,  ;. 
I'l'tit   pHtm-  iiiwii'l;  i'\\<-   in   uIim.'  .iihI   -..|.|.   it-.  mMiii'/  iL.- 

"f    '111'     ll'''trl     l'n;l.';i-.l,Mi-ul!.     tl (IhC     111     ill.'     IM-Ic    of    |1:- 

l{ciiai--aii(i  .      'I'd.'   ilimiii.'-|-iMiin.    iiiin.i',  i|    m    I'an,    lu    ,n 
liiit    lluit   of  ih,.    Itamii   ,|,-    NihiriL'.'ii.   i-  ai    l!u'  i  ihI   nf  a  (-i- 
riiiiir.  Willi  a  •■iiIiiil'  atnl   ualU  i|cinM,tr,|   in  a   iiii.|ia'\al  -'.'.'. 

'I'lli-    (  (iITKlnr    i-     ivarliril,    nil     till'    d  Mi  11  \  a  1' I     Iruril.    ihiMMjl]      ; 

lar>:i'  arili'-mniM.  lliinit_r|i  uhu-,.  MJa-.  ,|,„,i'  the  -j.M'inlnr  ,i|'  i   ,. 
stairs  is  .•.(•en, 

Thr  Cniiiit  and  ('niintr.-<  ha. I  jii-t  liri'akfa-t.il  ;  ih..  .k\  wa^ 
a  slicci  ..f  hhic  wiiImmm  a  clnn.l :  ihr  iiiniiih  ,,f  Apnl  ua-  .Irau 
in^'  to  a  clox'.  'I'll.  Iinii-rlinl,!  ha. I  aliia.lv  kii.iuii  iu.>  \iai- 
of  haiipin.s-,  an. I  mav,  dulv  lu..  dav-  -in. v.  < 'l.aiiiii!  mr  ha! 
iliscovtTctl  in  !i.T  In, Ml,.  -,iiii,.|liiii--  ivm  inhlinu  a  m'.ivi.  . 
inystfrv.  A  Vi,\<\  i.-t  il  !„•  ivp,.al.(i  t,,  hi-  ||,,i,,,r.  i-  -I'n.r.ir, 
weak  in  the  iin-tinc  nf  a  u.iinan;  lie  i-  -.,  lull  ..f  |,ai'l.in<" 

that,  in   I'olan.l.  he  hfcuii„>  hn-  inlrrinr:  an, I  tl -h   I'nli-i. 

wotncn  arc  ailiiiirahli'  creature-,  a    I',,!,'  i-  ,\.-ii   iii,,iv  .|iiw  ',! 

routed   hy  a    I'arisieniic.      Ihai.-.'.  ('.unit     \daii>.   piv I   har! 

with  (lue-tions.  had  n.it.  cn,,ii:.;h  an!,--  eiiniiinL'-  ti>  >ell  his 
secret  dear  to  hi-  wife  With  a  UMinaii  theP'  i-  ahva\--  sniii,- 
thinjr  to  i)e  L'ot  I'nr  a  -ecivt  :  and  -he  like-  vmi  ih,.  h,'tii.r  f..r 
it.  a?  a  rouuc  n-peets  an  hone-l  inan  uli.,in  he  ha-  failed  ti 
tilkf  in.  The  Ciiiiil.  more  nady  with  hi-  -w.inl  than  witii 
his  ton^nic,  onlv  -ti|Milatcd  that  he  -h..iil,l  iioi  l„.  re,niircd  t.> 
answer  till   he  had   lini-ln  ,|   In-   nar-hi!eh   full  of  t'nuh.tki. 

"Wlien  we  were  tra\e!in;_r."  -aid  -he.  ••\oii  r,'|,!i,d  to  everv 
diniculty  I)y  sayinir.  M'ax  will  -ee  to  that  I'  V,,ii  ii,v,r  wimi. 
to  anyhody  hut  Pa/.  <  >ii  niy  reiiini.  ewrv  one  rehr-  nie  i  - 
the  Captiiin.  I  want  t.>  -■>  .,ut.— 'i'h,'  ("aptain!  1-  there  .1 
bill  to  he  paid?— The  Captain.  If  my  hor-e"s  paie  i<  nni-i; 
tli.'y  will  speak  to  Captain  I'a;^  In  -Ii-mI.  here  I  f,.el  a-  i:' 
it  were  a  iranie  of  il.miino,'--  eviTvwh.ve  V-.v/'.  I  hi\;r  i;-' 
one  talked  of  hnt  Paz.  hut  I  can  never  >ee  Paz.  What  i-  P.i,:';- 
Lt't  onr  Paz  Im-  hron^dit  to  -ic  me." 

"Then    is    not    e\,T',t!nni.'    as    it    omrlit    to    he'"    -aid    th'' 
Count.  rcliii(|ui.-hiii,L'-  tlie  mouthpieee  of  his  narLrliileh. 
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'■|!vi  r\  lliiriL'  I-  -"  i|iiiir  \\!i;ii  it  niiL'lil  til  lie.  that  if  wi>  hail 

i:.'|p'l   ll|nii-;iiii|    t'fiiln-  ;l  y^iV,  Wi'  -liMiihl   be   rilllli'il  liv 

II  ilic  way  \\>    (1m  with  a  liuiiilnil  ainl  tm  tlinii-aiiil," 

';■'.        She     jilliliil     lllr     Im  II    hail'llr    ell:  I.Ti  Hi  li-fl'i  1     Itl    U'Dt- 

.  :i  iiiar\rl  III'  -i,:ll.     A  iii.in-i  r\anl  (lrf"(i|  liki-  a  Miii- 
.■  I'Ui  !•  a|i|icarrii. 
!•   I   M.ii-iitir  ii    ('a|ii!aiiif   I'a/  that    I   ui-h  to  sfH>ak  to 

■  .  ■  -ai.l  Au: 

Ii  v.iii  I'ainy  Villi  will  liml  aiiythmtr  "nit  iii  that  wav ." 

;  •  "iiiit  Ailarii  wiih  a  «iiiilc. 

I'   Mia\   til'  ii-cl'iil  til  -ay  that   AiJaiii  aiiil  < 'Irinrntmf,  inar- 

u   I  >ri  I'liihcr    j.^.!.").  al'li  r  -iiiiidiiii:  the  wintiT  in   Pari.H, 

I   .!,ini_'    \>'.U',   iravrlnl    m    liaiy.    Swii/iTlaini.   ami    <iiT- 

1  hey   ri'tiiriiiil   Iiuim'   in    Nuvcnihrr,  ami   iliiriiii:  the 

■  r  jii-t  |ia-t   ihi'  Ciiiiiiti-*  had  fur  the  lir-t  tiiiic  r('<Ti,('(i 

■  III!-,  and  llini  had  di»i  nvcrcd  ih>'  <\i-I(M1(i — the  almost 

• --  and   iinarkmnvlrdL'id.  hut    must    ihcI'uI    (irc^cnco — 

■.,'iiiiiini  wlii»c  |«'r-un  MTincd  to  he  iiivi-ihic--  this  Cap- 

i'.iz  ur   I'a.;. 

^I'li-iiiir  If  ( 'a|iitaiiic   I'az  hci:s  Madame  Ic  Cnnitosso  to 

■  hiiii;  he  i<  rmiiid  at  the  staMi-.  and  m  a  dre-s  which 
■^-!  alliiu   nf  hi-  riimiiiL''  at  thi-  minute.     l>ut  a>  soon  as 

!   -Mil  Cuiini   i'a/.  will  eoinc."  said  iht-  man-servant. 
■A\  !iy.  what   \Mi-  he  dninL.' ''" 

"Ih   ua-  -hiiwiiiLT  ( 'iin-laiitine  how  to  LTrooni  the  Countoss* 
'       '  ;  'ill'  man  did  not  do  it   to  his  mind."'  replied  the  sor- 

■  ''mintess  looked  at  the  man:  he  w.a-  (|nite  serioii-;.  and 

- 1  liifc  n"l  to  im|ily  hv  a  >mile  that  comment  which 

"I-  -M  iijien  allow  themselves  mi  a  su|Krii)r  who  seems 

'    lii-iemii'd    III   their   te\el 

'"'.  lie  ua-  hrnshim:' down  rurar" 

■  ^  '   I  ai-r  not  ridinir  mit  this  mornitii'.  madaine?"  said  the 

■  :  :  !i;i!   he  u'nt   im  an-wer.  and   went. 

I     '''"'  'I    i'oler"  asked   ( 'liMiieni  iiie  of  her  husband,  whn 
'■  ■'■'  '  .:ni:-m;itiv(dy, 

r^^,.....,,:r,,,  !,„.  ^;i.=rH    ....,.,.;„:,...   \A.„.      tt.^p  f,,,.; 
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at  full  len^ali  on  ii  (  ii-liinn.  Inr  IhmiI  in  tlic  attitude  of  a 
bird  listi'iiiDi,'  on  tlic  cilp'  nf  ii.-  lu'-t  [n  the  hhiikIs  of  liu' 
grove,  she  WdiiM  Ii.im-  .-fcnird  (■liiii'inui;,'  In  lln'  nio.-l  blase  of 
nieil.  I-'air  and  ~li-lu,  lier  hair  curled  -j  I'AnijIai.^r,  she  iook.d 
like  one  (d' ihc  alniii,-i  fabulous  li;,niri's  m  A'('ry/.v.//,v'>',  csiH'oiallv 
as  slie  \\a>  \u-,i|i|ird  ill  a  nini'iiin,::  U'lwn  nf  I'lr.-ian  silk,  of 
whieh  ihf  iliick  f(ild,>  did  not  >u  .H'ctually  di-,uMiise  tli- 
graces  of  iier  tj-niv  and  the  -lenilcrncss  of  her  \v,.i-i.  as  tii.i! 
they  could  nut  be  admired  throuj:ii  the  thick  covcrin,ir  of 
flowers  and  endunnKi'v.  As  .-he  cru.-srd  the  bn-lillv  c'dored 
stall'  over  her  che-t,  the  hollow  df  her  ihrnat  remained  vi-ible, 
the  white  .-kill  c'>ntra>linu'  in  tunc  wiih  the  hand-nuie  laic 
trimming''  ii\er  liie  ^hi>iildcrs.  Her  eye-,  frin;:ed  with  black 
lashes,  emiilia>i/.ed  the  expressinn  of  eiirin-iiy  that  [luckcrcil 
a  pretty  mouih.  »:ij  her  well-fnrnied  brow  were  trai-ed  the 
characteri-iie  cui\e>  .if  the  I'aris  wniiian.  wilful,  liu'hidiearled. 
well-ediieated.  bin  iii\  uliierai)lc  to  vulvar  t<'miitatinns.  Her 
hand.-,  almn-i  ir,;n-[iari  iit,  hung  from  each  arm  (d"  her  deep 
chair;  the  taper  tiiiner-.  curved  at  the  tips,  showed  nails  like 
pink  almonds  thai   caimlit   the  liuhl. 

Adam  -miled  at  his  wife"-  inipai  leiiee,  gazing  at  her  with 
a  look  which  cMiijiigal  >alieiy  hail  iioi  yet  made  lukewarm. 
This  slim  little  ('minte-s  had  known  how  to  be  mistress  in 
her  own  house,  for  -be  xarcely  acknowledged  AdanTs  admira- 
tion. In  the  glance-  she  .-tole  at  him  there  was  perhaps  a 
dawning  consciousness  of  the  su|)eriority  of  a  rarisieniie  to 
this  si)ruce,   lean,  and   reddiaired   I'.de. 

"Here  comes  I'ax."  said  tlu'  Count,  hearing  a  step  that  ranu' 
in  the  corridor. 

The  Countess  saw  a  tall,  liand^nme  man  come  in.  well  built, 
bearing  in  In-  feature-  the  mark-  of  the  griid'  wbieb  come- 
of  strength  and  mi-Mirt  ime.  |>,i:-  h,id  dre--ed  'i-i-tilv  m 
one  of  those  tightly-tiitii; :  co.-it^.  fa>ten.(l  bv  braid  -Irap^ 
and  ov.al  initton-.  wbieb  r-  d  to  !„■  cdled  /.oliuifiis,.-.-.  Thick, 
black  hair,  but  ill-kempt.  (  .wivd  hi-  -.piarelv--Iiaped  head. 
and  Clementine  coubl  -e,  bi-  broad  foivh,.,!,!  a-  -hinv  as  a 
piece  of  marbl,..  for  be  held  his  peaked  cap  in  hi^  band.'   That 
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i,i!!.l  \v;i<  likt'  tlu'  li.MKi  'i'  ilic  llcnult        irrviiifj  tho  infant 

\].i,in'v.      li'iil)ii-t    luallli  liloouicd   in  -. [iially  dividod 

;     .1  lai>;r   K'niiiiin  HUM',  wliicli  rcniini'i-l   i  loini'iitiiit'  of  the 

.-iiMc  ■riM>i(vci mi.     A   lilack  .-illv  ^ll)l■k  put  a   liiiishing 

.  "f  iiianial  aiiiifaraiicr  tu  iliis  niy>tcr_v  <it'  near  six  feet 

.  u  iili  jf't-lilack  <  vr- a- lii.-trdii- a.- an  lialian",-   The  width 

i-    iiill    triiiiMT-.    hiilin,::'   all    Inil    the   iocs   n)'    his    hoots, 

-.,   .'..=1  iliat   I'az  Mill  was  I'aitht'ui  to  the  fa>liiiiii-  of  Poland. 

I  .t:.i,!il\.  M  a  romantic  wmuan,  there  mu.-t  have  hern  sonie- 

•:  ■   iiinli'M|ue    in    llie   vmlent    eoritrar-t    nb^crvaole   hetwi'on 

t  ;, plain  and  th''  Count,  hi'twrni  the  little   I'nle  with  his 

:  ■>'.    rrani"  and  this  line  MiJdier,  i)etweeii  the  earpet-kiuf,dit 

■  ;r  kni;.''iit  servitor. 

I d-in<u-nini:,  Adam,""  he  said  to  the  Count  with  I'amil- 


1    .  ;i  ill'  hnWfd  l;  race  fully,  asking  Clementine  in  what  way 
.'A  Mrve  her. 
lull  \i.ii  are  l,agin>ki"s  friend?"  a.-ked  the  lady. 
■■i'"i'    life  and   death,""    replied    I'az,   on    whnm   the  yotmg 
•     ,!.!  -iied  his  mo>i  atl'eetionate  snule.  as  he  exhaled  his  last 
:,  _r.ini    pull'  of  smoke. 

•■Well,  ihen,  why  do  you  not  eat   with  \\<'f     Why  did  you 
■    ■    I'liimpany   us   to    Italy   and   to   Switzerland?     Why  do 
lide  yiiuivelf  ro  as  \n  n\n\i\  the  thank-  I  liwe  you  for  the 
.:;!  >erviees  _\oii  do  us?"  said  the  young  Countess,  with 
'■  ■  f  irrilatinii.  Km  wiilinui  the  >lighle>t   feeling. 
I'l   fact,  she  detecteil  a  kind   of  volunteer  >lavery  on  the 
'     :'  I'a/..     At  that  time  sueh  an  idea  was  inseparable  from 
:'.i^n  di>dain   foi-  a  ,-oeially  ampliihiou-  ereature,  a  being 
•      '    -eeretary  and  baililT,  neither  whollv  bailifT  nor  wholly 
■  Ml)  .  -oiiic  ])oor  relation — i neon Ncn lent  a.-  a  friend. 
I'iie    fact    is.   Connto-."'   he    replied    with    some    freedom, 
:■   -io  tlianks  are  owitiir  to  ;iii'.     I  am  Adam's  frienil,  and 
'     '■■]  I'ly  pleasure  in  taking  charge  of  his  Miterests."' 

\!id   i-   it    foi'  yoiir  plea-ure  ton  that  you  remion  stand- 
-aicl   Count    .\dam, 
i'l.  -at  down  in  an  urinehair  near  the  doorway. 
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"I  rpiiif'tiil)iT  liiniiiLT  M'li  villi  on  llic  occasion  of  our  niar- 
riajTP,  and  f-omcliino  in  the  cuiirtyard,""  said  the  ladv  ;  '"l)!;! 
why  do  yon.  a  friend  of  Ailam's,  place  yourself  in  a  po-:ition 
of  inferiority!'" 

"The  opinion  of  the  Pari-  world  i-  to  nie  a  matter  of  iii- 
difTerence.""  said  he.  "1  live  fop  myself,  or,  if  you  choose,  for 
yon  two,"" 

"Hut  the  opinion  of  the  world  as  reL'nrd-  mv  hu-ltand's 
friend  cannot  he  a  matter  of  indilfereiiee  to  mi " 

"Oh.  madame,  the  world  i~  ea-ily  sati-lled  hv  one  word: 
Eccentric — say  that." 

After  a  ~liort  jiau-e  he  a»ked.  "Do  vou  ]Mir])ose  eruin^r  out !'" 

"Will  you  come  to  the  Iioi>;-'"  -aid  thi-  ('ount<'ss. 

"With  pleasure,"'  and  ~o  -ayin;:  Pmz  tiowed  and  went  out. 

"Wliat  a  frood  soul!  lie  is  as  simple  a-  a  child."  said 
Adam. 

"Tell  me  now  how  you  heeame  frieml-,""  -aiil  Clementino. 

"Paz,  my  deare-t.  i-  of  a  family  as  old.  a-  nohle,  an(]  as  il- 
lustrious a-  our  own.  At  the  time  of  the  fall  of  the  I'azzi 
a  nicmher  of  that  family  escaped  from  Fior.  !iee  into  I'oland, 
where  he  settled  with  <ome  liule  fortune,  and  founded  the 
family  of  the  I'az,  on  which  the  title  of  count  was  conferred. 

"This  family,  havim:-  di-tin^nii<hed  it-elf  in  the  davs  of 
our  royal  repiililie.  lm-cw  rich.  The  cuttini:  from  the  trp<' 
felled  in  Italv  urew  with  -mh  vi'j'er  that  there  are  several 
branches  of  the  lum-e  of  the  Count-  i'az.  It  will  not.  there- 
fore, surprise  ynu  to  he  t<.!d  that  there  are  rich  and  poor 
members  of  the  family.  Our  I'az  is  the  son  of  a  poor  l)ran<h. 
As  an  orphan,  with  no  fortune  hut  hi<  sword,  he  sencd  under 
the  r.rand  Duke  ron-tantine  at  the  time  of  our  ^'evolution. 
Carried  away  hy  the  Pnli-h  partv.  he  foui^ht  like  a  I'ule.  like 
a  patriot,  like  a  man  whu  ha-  nothinL'-~--three  rea-ons  for 
fipiitiuL'-  Well.  In  the  ia-t  -kirmi-h.  heJieviuL'-  hi-  men  were 
foIlowinLT  hitn.  he  rii-la  d  mi  a  l{u--ian  battery,  and  was  taken 
prisoner,  I  wa-  there.  Thi-  fe.it  of  eouratre  roused  mv  blood. 
'Let  us  i:o  and  fetch  him!"  eried  I  to  mv  horsemen.  We 
charged   the  battery  like   fr.rhooters.  and   I    rescued   Paz.   I 
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!-!i!L'  tho  i^ovciitli.     We  were  twenty  when  wo  set  out,  and 
.  jip   wliin  we  ciiiiU'  imck.  iiii'liKlin.u  I'az. 

'■\\'!i''!i  \\'ar--iw  \v;w  ln'travi'i]  \\c  IkhI  'm  tliiiil;  n\'  c-ciiping 

fn>:ii  the   Iiii.-sian-.      P>v  a  sin^nilar  rhainc   I'a/  and   I    fmind 

,,:,rM'!\is   toLMtluT  al    till'   -aim'  Imiir  ami    in   ili^  -aiiit>   jjlarv 

,  •    :']'■  "ilicr  si>li'  (if  the  X'istula.     I  ~aw  ilii'  piM.r  ("aptain  ar- 

.'.  J,  l.\-  -Mini'  l*ru->ians.  wim  at  that   lime  liail  inaili'  thcni- 

•  -  l.InodliniiiKU   flip  t!i»'   lius-ian-.     Wlirn  iiUf   h:\<   li-!ic(l 

Mil  I. lit  lit"  iIh'  St',\.  ono  <:ot-  attaflu'il  to  him.     This  new 

liaiijri'   ihrcati  nin.L''    I'a/    iji-t  rr--iil    nii'    -n    ni'ich    tliat    I    al- 

:. 'A.  i  iiiv-clf  til  lir  taki'n  witti  h:in.  inli-mliiiL:-  in  hi'  nf  service 

I'l  iiiiM.     Two  iiii'ii   "an   >i!iiictiiiii'-  r-iapc  whi-n  iuh'  alone  is 

'I'-t      Tliank-  to  my  nanii-  ami  Munr  family  runiu'ction  witli 

I'll  whom  (iiir  fate  fli'jiemliil  —  for  we  wrre  thrTi  in  the 

w  ;  .if  the  |'rii--ians — my  ili^iii!  wa-  winknl  at.     I  irot  my 

o  if  ('.iptain  ihroiiu^h  as  a  common  -oliiier  am!  a  Movant  of 

','iii-e.  ami  «i'  -iici  ccilril  in  rearhim:  ^'aiit/ii  .     We  -Jt^wed 

-•!\.-   in   a    Diitih   vi--rl   sailing   for    l-jiL^larnl.  where  we 

'  ■'!  I  wi>  montlw  later. 

■M\    mother   hail    falhn    ill    in    Kn^'land.   nml   awaited    mo 

:    I'az   and    I    nursed   hw  till   ln'r  di'aih.  which   was  ac- 

:,i;i  il   liv   the  di-a-tei'-   to  oiir  can-e. 

■"We  ihi'ii  left    Kn'^laml.  ami   1   !iroiii:h!    I'a/  to   France;  in 

i'l\er-ities   two   men    iieconie   hrothers.      When    I    found 

'    ''    II  I'aris  with  si\i\  mid  ihon-aml  fram-  a  year,  not  to 

■  ■  ^I'l  the  remain-  of  a  ~iim  derived   fro!ii  the  -ale  uf  my 

■'ii  r"-  diaTnond-  and  the  family  pictnre-.  T  wi-hed  to  -ecure 

.;  .'\\]]_'  to  I'az  tiefore  irivini:  myself  up  to  tli"  di--ipation-  of 

!'      -  life.      I    had   di-eerned   >:ome   -adne--    in    ihe   Captain's 

•  iiietimes  ev(m  a  suppres-erl  tear  flnated  there.      I   had 

':ipiirt'niiiies   of   appreciatin.:;'   hi<   .-o;i!.    which    is    thor- 

v   ii'iole,  loftv.  and   L'enerou>.      I'erhap-   it   wa>  painful 

'I  to  find  him-elf  lnuind  hy  Leneflt-  to  a  man  -ix  years 

■  !■  I'm   lri!!-"!f   wiihiiiit    Im-'iilt  ahle   i.>  repav  him,      I. 

''  --  and  liLdit-hearted  a-  a  Iiov.  mi-tit  ruin.  m\-elf  at  plav. 

■  '■   'i!\<elf  \,c  en-nared  li\"  -nine  woman:   I'a/  and   I  miudit 

■  V-  day   he  sundered.      'i'hnuLh    1    pronuM'd   my-elf  that   I 
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would  ahviiys  provide  'inv  ;ill  lii-  iifcil-,  I  foresaw  maiiv 
charicos  of  for<:etiii:'_,  <ir  !i(in,_f  unalile  lo  pay  I'az  an  allow- 
ance. In  .-horl.  iii\  a!i.;e!.  I  \v:,-!ieil  to  >pare  Mm  the  ili- 
coiiifort,  tile  Iniiinliati'iii,  llie  ~liaii!e  of  jia\iii,u'  to  ask  iiie  for 
money,  or  of  reeking'  in  vaiti  for  ln<  comrade  in  some  day  of 
necc.-.-ity.  Ihtiiijw.  one  niorniiit,'  after  lircalxfa^t.  with  ni;; 
I'cct  on  the  lire-do--,  each  -mokiii:.'  hi-  pi|»'.  after  m  in\ 
lilushes,  and  with  many  precanlioii-.  till  1  ^aw  he  wn-  In.,', 
in;,'  at  nid  <|ii,ie  ;iti\ion-l;. ,  I  held  out  in  liim  a  hoi'd  ■■ 
It'arer  produeimi'  iWd  ihoii-iind  four  hundred  franc-  interi-i 
yearly "' 

t'lementine  rn-e.  seated  herself  on  Adain'-  knees,  .ind  put- 
tinj;  her  arm  round  his  neck,  ki--ed  him  ^n  i!ie  hrow,  ■^aviii',': 

"Dear  heart,  how  iiohle  1  think  you  I  .\nd  what  did  I'.iz 
say  ?■' 

• 'I'liaddeus  !'■■  <aid  the  Count;  "he  turned  pale  and  .-aid 
iinthin.i:." 

■■'I'liaddeus — is  that  his  name?" 

■■Ves. — 'i'haddeii-  f^ddid  up  the  paper  and  returned  it  t'. 
me,  sayin^^  ■!  thouuht.  .\da:h.  that  we  were  w-  one  \\\  \\{r 
and  death,  and  that  we  ^houM  never  par!  :  do  vou  \\\A\  \>- 
i?ee  no  more  of  nic?" — "nh,"  .-am  1.  ^i-  tiiiH  the  wav  vou  takr 
it?  Well,  th"n.  say  no  more  aiiout  n.  il  I  ;im  ruined,  vou 
will  be  ruined."--  Said  he.  ■^^lu  are  net  I'ieii  enouL:h  to  live 
as  a  La^inski  .-hoiild:  and  do  you  iMi  need  a  fnetid  to  tai^e 
care  of  your  concern-,  who  .dl  he  fatiiei-  ,iiid  iu'oiln'r  to  vo';, 
and  a  trusted  conilijani  ?'  M\  dear  irirl.  i'az.  a.-  he  uttered  l!i- 
words,  spoke  witlt  a  e.dmiie.--  of  tone  and  look  which  covered 
a  motherly  feeling-.  Ijui  wliii  h  h.traved  the  LMMtitude  of  an 
Arab,  tlie  devotion  of  a  du-,  and  tiie  friend-liip  of  a  sava::e, 
always  ready  and  alwav-  ,ina--unnnu'.  Hn  mv  Imnor!  I 
took  hini  in  our  I'oli-h  fa-ln.in,  layiiiL'  inv  hand  on  hi-  hoii'- 
dcr,  and  I  kissed  him  nn  th,.  hp.^.  -l-'ur  life  and  death,  thee." 
said  1.     'All  I  have  is  yeear.-.  do  just  a-  vou  will.' 

•■It  wa.s  ho  who  found  me  thi-  hou-e  for  :ilmo-t  nnthiiiL.' 
He  sold  my  shares  wIk  n  i!i.  \  were  hi-jh.  ami  hoii:j!;i  u  he-i  fhev 
were  low^  and  we  punha.sed  this  liovcl  out  of  the  dilferen  c. 
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il.  i>  a  connoii-.'^eiir  in  lior:^('s,  ami  deal-  in  lluMii  so  well  that 
M  .  ~\:\\>U'  lias  cost  nil'  vi-rv  liitlf,  aii.l  yd  I  have  the  finest 
iu,|-;^  iiiiii  the  ])r''!!ir-i  luriKuit  in  I'ari-.  Our  servants, 
:  I'-ii-h  -nidii  r~  whmn  he  founti,  woiilil  pa-s  tlirout;h  the 
;...  ii.r  IN.  Willie  1  -eem  to  he  ruliunt:  n;y-elf,  I'az  keeps 
!!!,   h'.!i-e  Willi  >ii.  Il   pi'ii'ecl  iinler  and  ecniinmy  that  he  has 

■I     Ii:.lde    ;:iHjd    -nine    ii).--e«    ;it     plaV.    tile     t'ollie-    ol"    a    VOUHg 

M  \  'I'liaddep-  i-  a-  einiiiin,^  a-  two  ( leiiue-.',  a>  keen  for 

1-  a   i'olish  ,le\\.  a-  cautious  as  a  irncd  iioii-ekeeper.     I 

!'         ii'Vei-  been  aliie  to  |ier-iiaile  him  t"  li\i'  a-   1  did  when 

I    •       :  haelielor.     SMiiietiiiie-  it  lia- r led  the  ^reiitle  violence 

■!-liip  t"  induce  him  to  cnme  lu  the  play  when  I  was 

:,    Me.  I  ir  le  I  me  of  the  d  I  line  IS  I  was  ^'1  vi  niT  at  an  eating- 

pail\   1)1'  conL'enial  ceiiipaiiinns.      He  does  not  like 

I  :   drawiiiL'-room-." 

■" Tiicii  V  hat  due-  l,e  like?"  a^ked  Cietiientine. 

■■jl''  Invi-  I'oland.  and  weep<  n\er  Iht.     Hi-  only  extrava- 

■,  •    i;a-  heeii  iiHinc.  >ent,  more  in  my  name  than  his  own, 

■  ■  nf  (iiir  piKir  e\ile-  "' 

i''.ir,  how  I'.md   I   -hall   he  of  that  j,nind   fellow,"  -aid  the 
<      .ii!e-s.     "He  -eeiiis  ti>  iiie  as  M itiplc  as  cveruliinir  that  is 

I  lie  prettv  lhinj:s  y>n  se(>  here.""  said  Adam,  praisin^^ 

;ri'  nd  with  the  •<•:-.<  efii'  r^u-  security,  "have  heen  found 

I'.;.::  he  has  hoii-h'  thein  at  -ale-,  or  hy  -ame  chance.     Oh  I 

-    keener  at   a   haruain   tlian   a   trader.      If  you  .see  him 

'    'i:  hi-  hands  in  'he  ciuirt\ard,  i!     -  he<aase  he  has  ex- 

^■■1  a  iTuod  hiir-e  ftra  hetter.     lie  'u\t'<  in  nie ;  !\is  delieht 

-ee    me   well    dressed    in    a    daxzlinjrlv   smart    carria<:e. 

'  rl'crm-  all    tin    duties   he   imposes  on   himself  without 

•  d;-plav.     One  niL.dit  I  had  lost  twenty  thousand  francs 

■:       'What    will    i'az   sav-"   thou-iht    I    to  myself  as   I 

d   lioiiie.      Cax  eave   me  the  sum,  not   without  a  sigh; 

'iid  not  hlame  nie  even  tiy  a  look.     This  sigh  checked 

i  .ii-e    th.';o    all    the    remonstrance-;    of    uncles,    wives,   or 

•  ■her,  1,1  -iiiiilar  e;rcinn-tance«.     'You  regref  the  money?' 

■  !  him. — 'Oh.  imt   for  vou.  nor  for  nr.-clf;  no.   I  was 
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onlv  thinking'  lli.il   iu(  ntv  |i<.nr  iv!;itiuii.«  nf  ininc  oouhl  havp 
lived  on  it  for  ;i  \(  ar.' 

"Tile  I'aiiiilv  (.f  I'az.  \oii  inKlrr-tanil.  i-  (jiiitc  ocpial  to  that 
of  La^'iii>ki.  ami  I  lia\r  \u-\rv  n;jar«l<'<l  my  dfar  I'az  as  ar. 
inferior  I  lia\r  Uicil  |<,  i,c  a,~  iiiaL'iiaiiimous  in  tnv  (Icjjri'c 
^^  '"■  I'l  111--  I  iw'Vcr  ;:o  out  or  conic  m  wiiJK.ut  ^roinj:  t'l 
Paz.  a>  if  lie  Were  niy  father.  My  finiinic  i~  hi-.  In  .-Iiorl. 
Tliaddcii-  kiKiu-  that  at  thi.<  day  I  wonl.l  ru-li  into  dan-icr 
to  rescue  liini.  a-  I   have  (hmc  twice  i)ef(irc." 

'"I'liat  is  not  a  -mall  tliiiiL''  to  -ay,  my  dear."  remarked  the 
C(Hinte>.>,  "Itcvc.iien  i^  a  !i-ht inn.L'-fhi-h.  Men  .Icvotc  thein- 
.<elves  in  war.  I.iit  they  no  ion,i:er  d.xote  them-clves  in  Paris." 

"Well,  then."  >aid  .\dani.  "fur  I'az  I  am  always  in  war. 
Our  twr,  naliiiv.-.  have  |ire-crved  tlicir  a-pcrities  ainl  their 
f""''--  ''lit  ih"  niii'iial  intimacy  uf  imi-  „,iil-  Jias  tiirhteiicd 
'he  !)Mnd.-.  adv    -n  c|n-c.  (if  our  friend-hip.      .\   man   ma\ 

>i\\>'  his  CO-     .iiie'-  life,  and  kill  him  afterwards  if  he  finds  him 
a   had   fo:       mi'         !  'it    we    have  ^miic   throuL'Ii    what    tnake- 
.ihle.     Th-re   i-   lictwcen    US   that  constant 
■J   inipre— ien-  on  Im.;!i  -mIc-  which  inake^ 
■II    jioint   nf  view,  a   richer  jov,   perhaji-, 


■  nd  >!.iir   the  ('ount*<  mmiih  .-o  suddenlv 

>va-  .■(''■i.ist  a  hJMW. 

da-       :."  >ai<l    he.     "iM'icnd-hip   know- 

■'"''  "t   >en'inient.   the   insoivencv  uf 

'■'■  -         -■■  uiore    iian  it  lia-,  end<  hy  u'iviii^' 


frii     d.-hi|        ah 
o.\('lian;:e  (.     pN 
friendship, 
thai;   io\e." 
.\    pret1\ 
tlia'  the  :i|,       ti, 

nothing'  "''  lie 
ploa.-ur'  i,()\. 
less  tlii!         -ecci 

"            -i<le- it  ik-  ""  said  ('lenieiKine.  smilinir. 

''■''■         ''"    ■'  '  '..  iiile  frieihl-hip  can    hiit    increase. 

"*'""   "''••''  ""'   I'    •■  .  niv  an-el.  are  as  much  friend^  a- 

lover-:  we.  at   !•  ,-t.  pe,  Iia\e  eomhiiied  tiie  two  feelinL- 
in  our  happy  marria-e." 

"I  will  explain  to  \uii  ul.at  ha-  m:ide  V(M1  two  such  irood 
friends."  said  ClementiiK  "'rhc  .liireretKc  in  vmir  ln\c  ari-c- 
from  a  ditferemv  in  y.,iir  ta-te-.  and  nut  fn>m  cumpul.-urv 
ehoice;  frum  pivfcrcnce.  Mid  net   fi-n,,,  the  iieces-itv  of  po-i- 
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(I'll.     So  far  as  a  man  (an  Kf  jni-iil   from  a  glimpM.',  asul 
li.iiii  what    \nii  tell   111.',  in  tlii.~   in-lan;i'  tlio  subaltern  may 

;i!    r  illir-    he   I  he   >  II  |  KTIi  T."" 

••nil!  Pa/  i-  really  mv  -iiin  rjor."  n'plicil  Adam  simply. 
1  ii;i\i'  nil  ail\ anta;.'!'  (i\r|-  liini  lint   thai  nf  hick." 

il;-  wifi'  kis-c'il  liini  ffir  tin-  ^rni'i'nn-  avowal. 

■■Til.-  pcrfi'ct  skill  with  whiili  Ih'  (or-.ccal-  tin'  loftiness  of 
V-  ...nl  is  an  iinmciiM'  ,-n|M'rinnty,"  lln'  Connt  wi-nt  on.  "I 
.  i\  Id  Iniii,  '^'on  arc  a  -!v  I'cljow  ;  voii  liavc  \a-t  ilmnains  in 
Miir  111111(1  to  wliuh  voii  retire.'  lie  ha-  a  ri.L'ht  lo  the  title 
.  ■'  C-iiiil  I'az:  in  I'ans  he  will  onlv  lie  called  ('a|)lai!i.'' 

"In  -liort.a  Florentine  of  the  Middle  A<ro.s  has  resuscitated 
,i;';ir  ilirc"  centiirie.s."  said  the  Coiinte-s.  "There  i.-*  some- 
t  ;::■_'  i.f  hante  in  him.  and  soineliiinf:  id'  Michael  Anjiiclo." 

■indeed,  you   are   ri;.dit ;   he   is   at   heart   a   poet,"   replied 

.\.i,!!M. 

■  And  -o  1  am  married  to  two  l^oles."  <;u(\  the  younj^ 
I     i":;i->.  with  a  iresture  "esemblinu'  that  of  a  genius  on  the 

-'.IL'i', 

'h.irliii'.'  child  I"  saiil  .\dani.  e!a-piiiu'  riementine  to  him, 
■ ;. M  uoiild  have  di-tresse(l  me  very  niufli  if  you  had  not 
5  .' d  :iiy  friend.  We  were  both  afraid  of  that,  though  he 
v.i-  d'  lighted  at  my  marrying.  Voii  will  make  him  verv 
!.:;'p\  hv  tilling  him  that  vou  love  him — oh  I  as  an  old 
fr;."d."' 

■'Tiiin  I  will  go  to  dross;  it  is  line,  we  will  all  three  go 
I  '.'.'"  -.lid  ( 'l(''nientine.  ringing  for  her  maid. 

1'.,'  lid  .-iicli  an  underground  life  that  all  the  fashion  of 
r  :  -  Wondered  who  it  was  that  acioinjiaiiied  f'h'mcntino 
1.  _M -ki  when  lti(y  -aw  her  liriving  to  the  Boi-  and  hack 
■■  •  'iv. .  !i  him  and  her  hn-hand.  During  the  drive  rh'^iiK^ntine 
'■  !  iii-i-ted  that  Thaddeiis  was  to  dine  with  her.  This  whim 
''■■-liotii-  sovereign  comjiclled  the  Captain  to  maki^  an 
".''■d   It'ilei.      On   returning  from   her  drive  Clementine 

--'  d  uilh  sonic  loipietti-h  care,  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce 

'  :^  cf  even  on  Ad.im  a-  she  entered  the  room  where  the 
t'^o   fii.nd-   were   awaitinc  her. 
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"Count  l*;i/„"  Miiil  -he,  '•»•('  will  ;:(>  to  the  (i[MTii  toi^cthcr." 
It  wn.>  siuiil  111  tile  iniK'  wliicli  frum  a  woiiKin  cmiivcvs,  "If 

you  rc'fu.-(.  «<•  .-li.ill  .ni.iiivl." 

"With  pliM.-iirc,  iiiail;iiiir,"  ic[i|i((i  ill,.  Captain.     "But  a.^ 

I  have  nut  a  Cduiii".-  I'orliiiic,  call  iin'  ('aptain." 
"Well,  lli'ii,  Captaiti.  ;:ivc  inc  \uiir  arm."  >aiii  -hi',  takiii_' 

it  and  IradiiiL:  liiiii  nito  the  (liniii^'-roum  wuh  a  >ii;:i:c-ti(in  uf 
the  caro.-iii;:   faiiiiliariiy  which  ciiraptiiiv-  a   Invcr. 

Tile  (.'oiinlcs.-  placed  ihc  ("'aiilaiii  iic.xt   her.  and  he  -at  li!,- 

II  poor  >iil)-lieuleiiaiil  diniiiLf  with  a  wealiln  general.  I'a/, 
left  it  to  Clenieiiiiiie  i.-,  talk.  Ii>teiiiii;:  to  her  wnh  all  tli.' 
air  (d  didVreiiec  tn  a  >iiperior,  conlradictiii;:  her  in  iiMthiii.'. 
and  waiiiiin-  i',,r  a  po-itive  (piesijon  hel'mv  nialciiiL'  aiiv  replv. 
In  short,  to  the  (  umuess  lie  .<eeiiied  aliim-t  -tujud.  and  her 
^'raccs  all  fell  llat  hetnre  thi>  icy  ,irravity  and  diplDinatie 
di^rnity.  In  \ain  dni  .\dan;  try  h.  n.ii-e  hiiii  l.v  saviiii:. 
"Conic,  cheer  up.  ('a|)iain.  It  iiiii:lit  he  >ii|,[„,-,.(l  that  \nu 
were  iKiL  at  hnme.  ^'lea  ii:ii.<t  have  hml  a  l.ct  that  vm  would 
di>coiicerl  {h'tiieiitine:-"  Thaddeiis  nniaiiied  hea\v  and  half 
a.-;lcep. 

W  lien  the  th.er  were  ainne  at  dcs.-crt  the  Captain  explained 
that  hi.-  life  wa-  plaiiii.'c!  diani.-ti-icallv  nidike  tliat  i^f  other 
people;  he  went  In  hed  at  ci-ht  nVinrk,  aiid  m-,.  at  davhreak; 
and  he  thus  e\cii>ed  him-eir.  >a\iiiL:  h,-  wa-  very  >i.'epv. 

■•-My  intcniiot!  in  takiii--  ym  \n  tj j„.pa  wa-  oidv  tn  anni.-e 

you,  Capiain:  hiii  de  jiist  as  you  plea.-e."  .-aid  Cleinentinc, 
a  litth    nettled. 

"1  will  :,'(),■    -aid  Paz. 

"Duiircz  is  sill-in-  in  William  '/://, "said  .\(hiin.  "Won],] 
you  pnd'er  the  ]'iiri<  h'^  '" 

The  Captain  smiled  and  ran^'  the  hell;  the  iiian-,-:ervatit 
.il»P<ared.  ■•'IVil  Con- tail!  inc."  -aid  Pa/,  -to  take  out  th- 
iar^re  oarria-e  instead  of  the  coupe.- -W,.  .-aniiot  -it  cotnforta- 
iily  in  it."  he  ad<led.  tiirniiie-  |m  ili,.  Count. 
^  ''\  Frenclniiaii  would  ii-.t  have  thouirlit  of  that."  said 
ChuiienMne,  -imiIjul:'. 

■■•^■i'-  ''"<   "■'■  ■"•     Fh'reniinc-  Iran-planted   to  the   N'orth." 


'-I 


Tin:   IMA<;i.\AKY   MlSrUKSS 


34U 


r.v;;-ii    1  liaii'i' i;-,  v.illi  a  iiiraiuii;.'  ami  an  fxpression  whicli 
-i.-.i..!  iliat  111-  il;:liii--  at  iliiituT  had  Imimi  ii,«>uiiit'(l. 

i,   !   ii\'  a  Mi'v  iip;ii('i\aliir  waiil  uf  iiiii:.MnrMl.  tlirrv  was  too 

,■    I  (■•iitia-;   Im'IUi^h  t!ic  iiiM'liiiitarv  -clf-ln'l  raval  of  this 

.Jill  I  111'  ( 'ajilain'-  all  It  mil ■  (liii'iii;L'  iliiuitT.     ( 'Iriiicntin*,' 

I  ■ 'I  liiiii  unli  nil.'  Ill'  thii«c  keen  tla-lu-  liy  wliii-li  a  wo- 

!     laU  at  (iiiir  lii-r  siir|ii'i-i'  ainl  lirr  (il)-iT\aiify.     Thus, 

_   ilir   I'lW   iiiiiiuii  -  while  liif\    wiTi'  takiii_''  thi'ir  cotfoe 

■  •    lira"  iiiij-i'iiiiiii,    -ilciMc     n'i;.'ni'i|     -an     iiiicimit'ortablc 

M-  Alia  111.  \\  liu  idiilil  lint  ili\  iiir  It-  i'aii>i'.     ( 'li'' I  IK 'II  tine 

_i  r  ili-tiiriii'(|  'I'liaililfii-.      'I'hc  ('a|iiaiii,   t'nr  his   part, 

1   ajaiii   into   iiiililarv   rit:iilit\,  and   caiiir  out   of  it   no 

'    ilii  r  oil  ihc  WAV.  or  in  liir  ho.\.  whrrr  he  aircctt'd  to 


n 


I 


« 


\ 


A'nii  ~i-i'.  !i:ada!!i".  that   I  am  vitv  dull  coniiiany."  said  he, 
!  ii_'  ihr  hallct  ill  the  ia-t  art  of  Wlii'i^nii  Tell.     "Wa.s  I  not 

•  ;  '  "-lick  to  my  Ia-t."  a-  the  |iro\rrl)  -av-'r" 
''  !  my  word,  my  doar  ('aptaiii.  ymi  art'  neither  a  coxcomb 

:  I  h  iiteihox  :  yoii  are  |ierhaps  a  I'ole." 

■  l.'a\e  me  then  to  watrh  over  voiir  plea>iires,"  he  rejilit'd, 
la  .e  eaiv  of  your  fortune  and  \oiir  hoii-e;  that  i-  all  I 
j-.id   for." 

■  T.ir'iihl  hee-iine  I"  cried  Adam,  smilini;      '"Mv  dear,  he  is 

:'  luart.  well  informed — he  eould.  if  h'-  elu.-e.  hold  his 
■    any  drawini:--i-oom.     Clementine,  do  imt  heiiive  wliat 

::-''i-ty   tr!!-   ynll." 

■  ' '  "  d-ni-hi,    ('iiiinte--.       I    have    pro\eii    im.     w  illiiiunu'ss, 

"■.V  will  a\ail   my-i  If  nf  your  larriai^e  i.     _'ii  to  hed  at 
I  will  -end  It  hack  f'lr  you."" 
'    .'■'I:' titine  howed  >lii:hllv.  and  hi   him  i,'o  without   reiilv- 


f  = 


'Wl'ii;   a  hear  I"'  said  -he  to  the  Count.     "You  are  n)Urh, 
er."" 
:.im   pri^^ed  his  wife"-  hand   un-een. 

''  •^•.  ill  ar  'riiaddeii-,  he  has  endea\ored  to  he  a  foil  when 
'  :    wiiii'd  have  trii  d  lo  -eem  iii>i|i    .if  i  ai  '  ;\i'  than   I."' 
■'*•.'""  -aid  -he.  "I  am   iinl   -iire  tliat   m.:-  not   inti  ni  :oiial; 
:'•!'  r  wmild  have  m\-iilied  an  ordmarv  woinnn."' 
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Mall  an  limir  'iii  r.  u'  '.  Iinli-I,-  lii.^  <rrnnm  was  calling 
'■(iiili  ."'  ,11111  iiif  1 M,!.  hill, Ml,  .;.i\iii_  tiirniil  til'-  ciirria:."'  I'l 
ilri\.'  III.  u,i>  u,iiiiiiL;  Ini'  liii  ;.',i!,-  |,.  i„.  .([Idled,  Cli'iiicaliiu' 
sai.i  \<>  ihc  (  niiiii  : 

"U  liiTf  i|m,>  iI|.    ( ',i|ii,ini  iMu-t  :" 

"l  |>   ilitii',      -,iiil    All. II,  .    |Hriiiii?ii,'   to   an    clcirantlv   mn- 

Stnic'j'i;    attlf    r\ti'l|i|      :_;    u|i     l,.||l|     -.|,|,',    nf    !    |,.    ;:;itcW,-lV     W   :1; 

a  \Miiilnw  l(M)ki;i;,'  nil  |,,  ili,.  >iMrt.  "111.-,  rouiiis  ari'  uvur  i,./ 
ruacii-iiou.-c.-.'" 

"And  wlio  live-  m  lli.'  ..tlur  lialf?" 

'"No  om-  a>  Ml,"  nplird  Ad.ini.  '•'rii.'  nthrr  littlo  siiitr, 
over  till-  .-lalik-j,  will  .|m  fm-  mir  ,  lnldivn  and  llinr  tutor." 

"ill'  I-  nni  in  lied."  .-aid  ilic  (''Mini.'.--,  fcciii;:  a  liijlit  it  thf 
C.iptaiir.-  niniii  ulini  ih,.  ,:irriaL;.j  wa-;  und.-r  ih,.  pillar,  d 
(Mirtir..  -cipicd  liMin  til;!!  at  tli.'  TuiLtIp^,  and  takin::  tli.' 
place  ..r  the  onliiiarv  ziii.-  aumii;,'  paiii!.,!  \n  jniitate  slrij.ed 
tick.ii;;, 

^  I'a/.  in  hi.-  (!•  ■-in---i.wii.  ami  pij^'  m  han.i.  was  watching' 
CleiiMiitiii.'  a.-  -Ih-  .li-apiM  a,,.,]  ,;ii,,  the  hall.  The  dav  Imd 
lieen  a  enud  ..ii.'  |..  hiiii.  .^  d  ilii^  i-  th.-  rea.-.i'  :  Thadd>  us 
lia.l  felt  a  fearful  -ii.M-k  i.,  in>  !„art  -m  ili.-  dav  wlien.  Adan. 
iiavm-  i.i;.,,.n  hiia  i,,  i!  ,,  ,  r,i  t.,  pr.,n..iine..  hi.s  opinion,  lie 
lir.-t  ,-aw  .\Iad.'m..i-.H,.  .In  j;,,i,  iv;  an'  ai:ain,  wheu  he  .-,i.v 
)ier  111  the  .Man-.".-  ..Hi.,,  and  at  Saint- Idi.Mii.i  d'Aquin.  an-l 
reco;:nized  in  Ii.t  th,.  umnaii  wIp-m,  a  man  inii.-t  love  tii  tli.- 
('X(du-i..n  of  all  ..tli.i-^--lo;-  I.un  .I,,,;,,  ],,, ,,.-,. If  prvferred  en.> 
anion.L'-  the  inilli'  ,    Ir,  ' 

H.^nee  i'az  lia.l  -in.njv  advoeat.  d  tli.-  cla-i.  al  bridal  tour 
after  the  wed-lin-  Kairlv  .  ,-,-y  all  tli..  •  „..  wliil,.  ( 'l.'.nientine 
wa.s  absent,  lii.s  toriinv-  Ih.-iii  a-ain  ..„  th..  n^iurn  of  th.- 
mppy  eouple.  An.l  th,-  was  what  li..  w,i.  thinkin-  as  he  in- 
hale.! lus  latakia  fruin  a  ,  h,.rrv-t.n,  pip...  .ix  f.vt  l-un-  .i 
?ift  from  Adam:  ••(»nlv  I  and  (;„d.  wlm  will  p.ward  me~f.  r 
Mitrerini:  in  -il..iie...  mav  .v.p  know  how  I  uv,.  hrr '  I?ut  h  ■■.>• 
fan  I  mnna-..  to  avoid  all'.;,.  h,.r  We  or  her  hatr...!'" 

And   h..  .at   Ihinkin-    'liinkiiig,  over  tiiis  problem  of  the 
-!r:it(.L:v  .d  love. 
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It     tmi-jf     not     Im-    Sll|i|in-(il     ill, 11     'l'll,lililrll.>     lived     IxToft     of 
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III   the   iiiulst  ol    III-   |)aiii. 
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I riiiiii|ihiint  limning 


f  ih:-  il.i\    was  a  siMirci'  nf  -i'(Ti|    -.I'l-t'iirtinn.      Smct'  the 


('m,.ii!  -   n-tiirii   with   In-.  \vi 
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'     ••irn--   in  Sf'C'in;,'  lll.lt    llf  «,l-  Ili'(r--;ll\    to  tln'  cnnplr,  who, 

!■  hull,  would  luixf  ni-hiil  iiicv  iiaMy  iiitn  rum.  What 
f.  !!!ii:«'  can  hold  out  a;.'aiii-t  \\\r  r\tr,i\;iuMii(T  nf  I'an-  lift'? 
(  •■  'nimc,  i)riiii;:ht  up  hy  a  ri''-k!<"  t'.iiluT,  kinw  nnthiiiu' 
'  '  ;-i  hold  iiiana;:ciii(nt.  whicli  imwad.iv-  the  rii-ho-t  woitien 
liii  i  l!i<'  luLihi'st  ill  fiUik  ari'  "1i1il'''<1  to  niidfrlaki'  tli' iii-clvfs. 
\Vv.  ill  tlicM'  (lays  can  alTi>rd  to  kfc|)  a  steward!'  Adam,  on 
i  j  iM.  as  the  son  of  one  of  the  L'rcat  i'<.li-li  iiohles  who 
Ad  til'  iii-clves  to  he  deViiiired  ii\  the  ,lew-.  and  who  was 
:;,'  ipaMe  of  hu>liandiii,ir  llie  remain-  of  nne  <>{'  t'  ■  most  enor- 
/  'K  fnrtunc'is  in  Poland^  wli  re  fcu'tuiie-  were  ennnnou? — 
v>  ^>  ti"i  of  a  tfnijier  to  n'^triet  either  hi-  nwn  fancie-  or  his 
u:;'  '  If  he  had  lieen  alniie.  he  v.  iiild  prnliaMv  have  ruined 
lh"-(!f  liefdH'  liis  marria.Lre.  I'a/.  had  kept  him  from  f,'ain- 
l'!.ri_'  ■■11  the  Bour-e,  and  due-  tint  that  -a\  all  ? 

1 '■'!i-e.nieiitly.  when  he  fiii;nd  that,  in  -pile  of  hiiii-olf.  he 
w  I-  ?i  hive  with  ( 'li'-meiit  IIP  .  I'az  had  iini  tin-  clinice  uf  leaving 
ti.  Ii>i!-e  and  travclin.ir  to  I'uriret  hi-  |i,i--i<iii.  firatitiide.  the 
il;.e  if  ihe  my-tery  of  his  life,  h'  Id  him  '  i  the  hmi-e  where 
!:'■  i'.iiie  could  act  as  niin  of  hii-iiie-s  to  thi-  lieedle-^  I'oupie. 
']'!!•  'oiiir  absence  made  him  ho;  for  a  calmer  -pint;  hut 
t!,'- 1  -  inicss  caiiie  hack  more  than  e\i'r  lo\el\ .  lia\  in_'  acipiired 
?:i  it  friid'iiii  of  thought  \liic-h  niarria!.'!'  confer-  on  the  I'ari.^ 
«  •!  an.  and  displayini'  11  the  charms  of  a  \oun:.'  wife,  with 
'  ■■  nditinahk'  somcthiiiir  wliicl'  come-;  of  happinc--  or  of 
ii!"  Mid.pendem'c  allowed  her  liv  a  man  a-  trii-tm^:'.  a-  chival- 
r"M-.  and  as  iiiiU'li  in  love  a-  Adam  was. 

Tl:''  'onsciousiiess  of  heiiiL'  the  Working:  huh  of  tliis  mag- 
iiiiiicn;  house,  the  si^dit  of  Clementine  -tep|iinur  "i.t  of  lier 
'  i""ia_'e  on  her  return  from  a  party,  or  -ettin.:  out  in  the 
::  ■■•:i'nL'  for  the  liois  de  IJouloLriie.  a  ^dinip-e  of  her  on  tht 
!'  :'.  vards  in  her  prettv  carriai^c.  like  a  tlow>r  in  it-  nest 
'■■'  'ii'.e-.  filled  poor 'i'liaddcii-  with  deep,  m}-tenoii-.  i  .'-tasies 
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Which  blos.onH.I  at  thc^  hntlnni  of  h,~  h..,,rt  without  th.. 
Bhghto.-t  trace  apiMMrin,-  in  his  iVatiuv.,  Unw.  (hirin-  tlw-c 
five  month..  >hou!,l  .hr  Cmm,,,.,  „,.,•  hav.  s...,  th.  (-mtain^ 
Ho  hid  froni  hvv,  cnnrralin-  thr  .-aiv  hr  u.nk  to  k(vn  out  of 
her  way. 

Xoilnn.LT  is  .-u  nrar  divine  I.nv  as  a  hn,.,.],...  !,,v,.  Mi,~t 
not  a  man  iiave  s,.nu-  .LpTh  of  s,p,,l  tin;-  tu  d.^vote  hirn<elf  ni 
silcn.e  and  ol,..,u-ilv?  T:,n  de,„h.  wh,  >v  lnrk>  the  prid^. 
ol  a  lather- or  „r  (;,h1  -..n.hrine.  the  wn,-hip  nf  iov.  for 
oves  sai<,..  as  power  f„r  puucrV  >ake  wa-  li,,.  uaiehw.n-d  of 
tile  JesuiH;  a  suhlinie  kind  of  avarier 


generous,  and    mode!, 


sine,.  :t  H  perenniallv 
'I    I'ldi'ed   ,,n    th,.    nivM,Ti,,ii<    Rein"-  ,."f 
the  hvA  principles  of  ,h..  w„rld.     K  noi  ilu.Jr  result  Xatnr-'^ 
And   Natun.  i>  an  enehanire.-:  .he  h,.|„n.^,  „,  man.  to  the 
poet,  the  pauner.  the  jnvvr:  hut   i-  n,.t  the  ('au-o  superior  to 
xNatiire  in  the  si.irhl  ,.f  certain  privil,.,,.,]  .,„;!..  an,l  s,„ne  stu- 
pc'mlous   thinkers?     The   Cau.e   is   (;,„L      J,,    „,„    sph,.-.  of 
Causes  dweh   the  spirits  ,.f  X,.wton.  of  Laph.ce.  of  Kepler 
ot  Descartes.  Malehran-he.  Spinoza.  Butlnn.  of  tl„.  tnie  po..,J 
and  saints  of  the  seeou.l  ..,.ntnrv  of  our  era.  of  Saint  Tlierci 
of  Spain  and  t!,e  .uMime  n,y~t.c<.      Kverv  human  emot,,,,, 
contains   s,,nie   anal„.,v    with   the    frame   of   mind   in    which 
he  Ltfect  ,s  ncKlectcl  in   favor  of  ,h,.  t\,u^e.  and  Thaddcs 
lia.<   risen    to   the    height    whenc   al!    thim:-    l,..k    .litTerent 
Abandone.1  to  th.^  .UNp..akal.le  jovs  of  (uvative  ,.„or.'v   Tln.d- 
dous  was.  m  love,  what  we  recognize  a.  ;:reateM  in  the  "records 
of  genius. 

"Xo.  she  is  not  alto...,h,.r  dc-eived.'"  thou-ht  ho.  a<  ho 
watched  the  smoke  ,.url  fr.,,,,  hi-  pip,..  '"She  mi.dit  involve 
me  in  an  irreinediahl,.  ,|uarivl  with  .\dam  if  she  -pit,.,]  „„.• 
and  1  she  shm.ld  tlirt  t,i  torment  me,  what  wouhl  h„eou.,' 
of  nie  .' 

The  fatuity  of  this  hvp„ilM.-is  was  so  nnlikv  the  Captain^ 
inodo.st  nature,  an.l  his  -,,m,.uhat  (;,.rman  -hvn,.-s  that  I,.. 
was  vexed  with  himself  f..r  i--  havin^r  .....unv,]  „,  him.  and 
w.'nt  to  Ih,]  determined  to  await  events  before  takin-  anv 
decisive  steps.  o  <*  j 
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YiM   Miornincr  C'lHiiontino  ])roakfn~:teil  very  well  without 

=  .I'lii.'!!",  :nid  iniidc  im  remark  on  liis  (li?;obo(licncp.     That 

r..  ii~  it   liii|ipiiii'(i.  WHS  Iht  day  for  bcin.tr  "at  home,"  and 

-.  V,  nil  'icr,  driuiiiidcd  a  rnyal  display.    Sho  did  not  observe 

:i!i-'ini'    d'  Caiitani    I'a/,  (<n  whom  dt  volvod  all  the  ar- 

:   '.  ;)iir.is  for  thc-f  ;jrcat  ocrasions. 

'W'il  ;:iid  ^ood  I"  said  Tax  to  himself,  as  ho  hoard  the 
•■•■■  ej-i  -  iinii!i!c  out  at  two  in  ilu-  niorninfr:  "the  Countess 
-  -lily  pi'oiiipted  l)y  a  I'ari-ian's  whim  or  ouriositv."' 


'  II. 


(  ap: 
l.v'tl 


1        ).., 


1  fi''I  liack  into  liis  reunilar  routine,  disturbed 

ineidt'nt.    Clementine,  diverted  by  the  details 

■.fe  ill  Pari-;,  seemed  to  have  for^rotten  I'az.     For  do  vou 

■rio-'  that  it  is  a  mere'  trifle  to  reiirn  over  this  inconstant 

r     I'd  you  ima.u'ine,  by  any  elianee,  that  a  woman  risks 

•iiiiiL'  but  her  fortune  at  that  ab-orbin,<r  ,sramo? 

The  winter  is  to  a  woman  of  fashion  wliat,  of  vore,  a  eam- 

::!!  was  to  the  soldiers  of  tlie  Empire.     Whai  a  work  of 

• — of  u'enius — is  a  eo-tumc  or  a  head-dross  created  to  make 

-•■'i-ationl     A  fi-.-ejile,  delicate  woman  wears  her  hard  and 

/'iin_r  armor  of  (]..«•(. is  and  diamonds,  silk  and  steel,  from 

.  '•  :n  iiie  eveninir  till  iwo  or  often  throe  in  the  mominjr.  She 

:    litile',  to  allraet  the  eye  by  her  slender  shape;  she  cheats 

liiiiiirer  that  attacks  her  durin<i;  ine  eveniufr  with  debili- 

:iii_''  cups  of  tea,  sweet  cakes,  hoatin?  ices,  or  heavy  slices 

i'.!-try.     The  stomach  must  submit  to  the  commands  of 

n.iv.     She  awakes  late,  and  thus  evorythintr  is  in  contra- 

:■■»  to  the  laws  of  Xaturo.  and  Nature  is  ruthless. 
No  sooner  is  sho  up  than  the  woman  of  fashion  begins  to 
'  -  for  the  morninir.  ]ilannin<r  her  dress  for  the  afternoon. 
:-t  -he  not  receive  and  [tay  visits,  and  go  to  the  Bois  on 
■•^'  hack  or  in  her  carriaije?  Must  she  not  always  be  prac- 
■■•^  ii_r  tlie  drill  of  sirnles.  and  fatiirue  her  brain  in  inventinsr 
'  ■!"!''iments  which  sliall  seem  neither  stale  nor  studied? 
A':d  it  is  not  over,-  woman  who  succeeds.  And  then  you 
J!!'     ■irprised.  when  you  see  a  vouuir  woman,  whom  the  world 


!):<<  w.-k'onied 


111   nor 


fresh 


no 


faded   and  Idii:lited  at  the 


f  three  years.     Six  months  spent  in  the  country  are 
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barely  enoii<:h  to  heal  tin'  wi.imkI-  inllictfd  Ky  tlio  winter. 
We  hear  iintlnii;.'-  tal!;<',l  ,.{  Imi  dy-iicp-ia  and  siran.LU'  iiialailir-, 
unknown  in  uninrii  who  dcvuti'  tlicni-i'lvcs  to  ihiir  hoiischoM. 
Formerly  a  Wdinaii  «m~  ^unietinies  .-rcii  :  nu\v  she  is  pi'i-pi'i  ii;;!'v 
on  the  ^tai.'!', 

Ch'-iiirntiiic  hail  In  ll;;lit  luT  way:  .-h.'  was  lictiinnini;  in 
lie  (jnoird.  and  amid  llic  cans  ot'  this  st  ruLr,'-''!('  lictwcen  Ii'T 
an(i  hiT  rival-  liinv  was  liardly  a  |Ma(c  lur  hive  nf  her  liii- 
baiid!  Thadih'iK  miLrht  wdl  lie  fnruniii  n.  Ilnwcvcr.  a  inontii 
later,  in  May.  a  iVw  days  hct'orc  Ikt  diMartinv  lo  stay  ut 
Honiiu-niHcs  in  [{iii-imily,  as  shr  was  rrtiirnin;:  from  Ikt 
drive  ^he  saw  'I'liaddciis  in  a  >id('  allrv  nf  t'  ..  Cliiniij;-- 
Elysecs. — Thaddm-.  carefully  dressed,  aiid  iri  raptures  at 
seeing  his  Counter  <u  beautiful  in  her  phaeton,  with  ehamp- 
in>,'  hor>es,  splendid  livries;  in  short,  die  dear  people  he 
admired  so  i;iueli. 

"There  is  the  ('a]itain."  said  she  to  Adam. 

"Happy  fellow!"  said  the  Count.  "T!i(>se  are  his  preat 
treats.  'I'here  i-  not  a  smarter  turnout  tlian  ours,  and  lie 
deljirhts  in  seein--  cvcryhocly  envyiii<:  us  nur  happiness.  You 
have  m>wv  noticed  him  hefon>.  hut  he  is  there  almost  even- 
day." 

"What  can  he  lie  tliinkin<r  of?""  sni,]  ( 'Icnientine. 

"He  is  tlnnkiiii:  at  this  tnomcnt  tliat  the  winter  has  cost  a 
preat  deal,  and  that  we  shall  save  a  little  by  staying  with 
your  old  uncle  iAon(|iierolles."  siii,]  _\d;iin. 

The  Countess  had  the  carria.pe  stoj)ped  in  front  of  Paz, 
and  desired  him  to  take  the  seat  by  her  side  in  the  carriage! 
Thaddeus  turned  as  red  as  a  eherrv. 

"I  shall  poison  you."  he  said:  'T  have  just  been  smoking 
cigars." 

"And  does  not  .\dam  poison  me?"  she  replied  (piiekly., 

"Yes.  hut  he  is  .Adam."  repli(>d  the  Captain. 

".\nd  why  should  not  Tliaildeus  enjoy  tlie  same  privilege?" 
said  the  Countess  v.-itli  a  smilp. 

Tliis  heavenly  smile  had  a  power  which  was  too  much  for  his 
heroic  r(>solutions:  he  ga/ed  at  Clementine  with  all  the  fire 
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'  ]'\~  siuil  in  liis  i'V('~,  Imt  tciiipiTcil  hy  tlir  miLTeiic  oxpr(.'--iiin 
■  ;  -  m-atitiult' — thai  of  a  man  wlm  lived  solely  l)y  i^ratilinli'. 
;;.•  Couiilt'ss  folded  her  arms  in  her  shawl,  leaned  Ijaek  |ie!i- 
■,i!v  a;,'ainst  the  cushions,  cnuiiiilinu'  the  feathers  of  her 
III,]-' line  honnet,  and  .grazed  out  at  the  |iassers-i)y.  Thi> 
i-ii  IroMi  a  soul  so  nol)le,  and  hillierto  so  resisrned.  appealed 

iier  feelings.  What,  after  all,  u.is  Adam's  great  merit? 
■,!~  it  not  natural  that  he  should  1h>  hrave  and  generous? 
!;!  the  Captain! — Thaddeus  ])os>e--ed.  or  seemed  to  possess, 
I  iii.iiieiise  superiority  over  .\dam.  What  sinister  thoughts 
-;re^-ed  the  Countess  when  ^he  onee  more  oh-erved  the 
iitrast  hetween  the  fine,  eomplele  jjhy.  ical  nature  which 
-•lii.'uished  Thaddeus  ami  the  frail  constitution  which,  ia 
r  h  i-haml,  hetrayed  the  inevitable  degeneration  of  aristo- 
.r.'.r  families  wliich  are  so  mad  as  to  persist  in  intermarry- 
: '.      l)Ut    the    Devil    alone   knew    these   tlxnights,    for   the 

,:ij-  wife  sat   with  vague  meilitation  in  her  eyes,  saying 
;:iing  till  they  reached  home. 

••y.iii  must  dine  with  us.  or  I  shall  ho  angry  with  you  for 
!>j!::  di^(Jbey(■a  me,"  said  she  as  she  went  in.  "You  are 
•us  to  me,  as  vou  are  to  .\dam.     1  know  the  obligations 


J,!, 


I'll  to  him,  but  I  also  know  all  we  owe  to  you.     In  return 
[\y<>  impulses  of  generosity  wliieh  are  so  natural,  you  are 


II  ious  at  all  hours  and  day  after  day. — My  father  is  coming 
'  ijiiie  with  us,  as  well  as  my  uncle  HoiKiuerolles  and  my 
:r,t  de  Serizy  ;  dress  at  once,"'  she  said,  pressing  the  hand 

-'iVred  to  help  her  out  of  the  carriage. 

Thaddeus  went  to  his  room  to  dress,  his  lieart  at  once  re- 
I'  !iig  and  oppressed  by  an  agonizing  flutter.     He  came  down 

Mie  l;ist  moment,  and  all  through  dinner  playeil  liis  part 
'  I  -oldier  fit  for  nothing  but  to  fulfil  ttu'  duties  of  a  steward. 
:'   this  time  Clementine  was  not  his  dupe.     His  look  had 

;_'htened  her.     Honi|uerolles,  the  clevere-;t  of  ambassadors 

■  to  Talleyrand,  and  who  served  de  Marsay  so  well  during 
-   -hnrt   ministry,  was   informed  by   hi-;  nie(>e  of  the  high 

:i;.-  of  Count  Paz,  who  so  modestly  made  liiiuielf  his 
.1  lid".-  steward. 
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"And  lunv  i<  it  lli;i!  I'li-  i-  thf  fir-t  liiiir  I  li.ivr  ever  ?pon 
Count   \';\/.'r"  ji-IomI  ilir  M:ir(iui-  ilf  l.'Mni|iirrnl|i- 

"Khl  li"  is  virv  -Iv  ami  iinil.Tli.iin!."  rcpliiil  < '!,'.iiii'ntinc, 
with  M  li'i'k  al    I'az  In  i!i-in'  liim  In  ciiaiiL:!'  hi-  il'Miii^aiinr. 

Ahi-!  it  mil-!  he  dwiud,  at  thr  l•i-l^  nf  niakiii.L'  ihi'  ('a|)iain 
les.-;  iiilcrc-tiii.L'  tfi  thi-  ivailcr.  I'a/.  thnn^h  .-ii|HTi(ir  to  hi- 
frit'iiiJ  Ailaiii,  was  nut  a  man  nf  >trnn;_'  trm|iiT.  II.'  owcil 
his  apparent  siipirinrity  tn  hi-  mi-fnrl  iinc-.  In  lii-  days  ot 
jxivcrtv  ami  isulatiim  at  War-aw  he  had  read  and  (diicatrd 
hiinsolf.  had  compaivd  and  thniiuhl  much:  hut  the  creative 
power  whieh  make.-  a  urea!  nian  he  did  iml  iio--e-s — (an  it 
ever  he  acquired  ?  I'a/  was  irreat  only  thi-ou:^h  his  t'eelin;_'-s, 
and  theri'  could  ri>e  to  the  suhlime:  hut  in  the  sphei'e  of  senti- 
ment, heiii::  a  man  of  adion  i-alher  than  of  idea-,  iie  kept  his 
thoii.uhts  to  himself.  His  thou-hts.  thiMi.  did  nothin.t;  hut 
eat  his  heart  out. 

And  what,  after  all.  i-  an  unuttered  ihouirht? 

At  Clementine's  speedi  the  Manpiis  de  IJon(|nerollt's  and 
his  sister  e.\chan.:ied  Lrlance-.  with  a  side  look  at  their  niece. 
Count  Adam,  and  I'az.  It  wa-  one  i<\'  tho-e  -wifi  dramas 
which  are  played  only  in  Italy  or  in  Pari-.  Oidy  in  the>e 
two  parts  (d'  the  world — excepting'  al  al!  courts — fan  the  eyes 
say  as  much.  To  infu.<e  into  the  cyi'  all  the  power  of  the  siud. 
to  give  it  the  full  value  of  speech  and  throw  a  poem  or  a 
drama  into  a  sin.i^lc  llash,  excessive  servitude  or  excessive 
liberty  is  needed. 

Adam,  the  Maripii-  du  IJouvre.  and  the  Connte-s  ilid  not 
perceive  this  flash  of  ohservation  hetween  a  pn-t  coipiette  and 
an  old  diplomati-t ;  hut  Paz.  like  a  failhful  doL^  understood  its 
forecast.  It  was,  you  mu-t  reu'eniher.  an  affair  of  two  sec- 
onds. To  d(vcril)e  the  hurricane  that  ravaL'cd  th.e  CaptainV 
heart  would  he  too  elahorale  for  these  days. 

"What  I  the  uncle  and  a:  nt  already  fancv  that  -he  perhap- 
loves  me'"  said  he  to  l)ini-<df.  "^\\  happines-  then  depends 
only  on  my  own  audacitv.  —  .\nil  .\dam! 

Idea!  love  and  mere  de-ire.  hotli  quite  as  yiofent  as  friend- 
ship ami  gratitude,  rent  lii^;  soul,  and  foi  a  moment  love  had 
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t!i.-  iijiiicr  hand.  Tlii^  p'Hir  licmic  l<iVfr  lon-rrd  to  liave  his 
,i,i\  :  I'iiz  Ix'caiiie  wilt)  :  he  iiitiiulrd  to  iil('a>c.  and  in  answer 
ii.  M.iuc  (jiu'stion  friiiii  Mnnsiciir  dc  l{()n(|iu'rollos  ho  skotehi'd 
i-i  L-niiid  outlines  the  I'disli  rclicllion.  Tims,  at  dessert,  I'az 
..jw  Clrinentiiu'  lian.irinir  on  his  lij)-;,  ri'pir(iin;.'  him  as  a  hero, 
and  f')rL:cttinj:  that  .\(hmi,  after  sacrificinL'  a  third  of  his  im- 
•  i;,ii-c  fortune,  ha<l  taken  the  risks  of  exile.  At  nine  o'elock. 
iiavinLT  taken  colTee.  Madame  de  Serizy  kissed  her  nieee  on 
'iic  forehead  and  took  leave,  earrvini:  ofT  Count  .\dam  with 
.111  a--ertion  of  authority,  and  leavinir  the  Manjuis  du  Rouvre 
iiiil  M.  de  Honquerolles,  who  withdrew  ten  minutes  later. 
I'a.'  iiiid  Clementine  were  left  top'ther, 

'i  will  hid  vou  ^ruod-niirht,  madanie,"  said  Tliaddous ; 
"\oii  will   join  Miem  at  the  opfTa." 

••\  .."  replied  she.  "I  do  not  eare  for  dancing,  and  they 
are  L-^ivim:  an  odious  hallet  this  evening.  The  Revolt  of  the 
Si  nnjlio." 

'I'liere  was  a  moment's  silence. 

"Two  years  ago  .\dam  woulil  not  have  gone  without  me," 
-hi   ueiit  on,  without  looking  at  Paz. 

•'Il''  loves  you  to  distraction "  Thacideus  hegan. 

"(til!  it  is  because  he  loves  me  to  distraction  that  by  to- 
ni'Tvow  he  will  perhaps  have  ceased  to  love  me!"'  exclaimed 
til'-  Countess. 

"The  women  of  Paris  are  inexplicable,"  said  Thaddeu?. 
"When  they  are  loved  to  distraction,  they  want  to  be  loved 
ra'ionallv;  when  they  are  loved  rationally,  they  accuse  a  man 
ijf  !ioi  knowing  how  to  love." 

"And  thev  are  always  right.  Thaddeiis."  she  replied  with  a 
>ii!i!e.  "T  know  Adam  well :  I  owe  him  no  grudge  for  it ;  he  is 
'■••k'l'.  and.  above  all.  a  great  gentleman;  he  will  always  l)e 
''•  ;i-  d  to  have  me  for  his  wife,  and  will  never  thwart  me  in 
.inv  .'f  iity  tastes  :  hut " 

"W'li.it  marriage  was  ever  without  .1  hut?"  said  Thaddeus 
pnily,  trying  to  give  the  Countess"  thoughts  another  dinn'- 
li'Mi. 

The   least    conceited    man   would   perhaps   have   had    the 


T" 


358 


TIIK   I.MA<:iNAKY   MISTKESS 


y> 


tliought  wliich  nearly  dnivr  tlli^  Invcr  iiunl:  "If  I  iId  not  toll 
lior  that  1  love  her,"  said  ln'  to  liirnst'lf,  "I  am  an  idiot  I" 

There  was  .ileiiee  iM'tuccii  tliisc  two.  our  ol'  ilio-c  terrili'' 
jiauses  which  scciii  iinr-iiii'i  with  ihnuirhts.  'I'hc  ('oiintf>,s 
fixed  a  covert  ^sn/.v  on  I'.i/,  and  I'a/  waldird  her  in  a  mirror. 
Sittinjj:  hack  in  ins  armchair,  like  a  man  ltIvc  ii  up  to  diijestion, 
in  the  altitude  of  an  nid  man  or  an  iiiditfcnnt  luishand,  tln' 
Captain  clasped  his  hands  over  his  stomach,  and  mechanically 
twirled  his  thumh,-.  lookinj:  stupidly  at  their  rapid  movement. 

"lint  say  >omethini:  ;:ood  aiioul  .\dam  !""  exclaimed  (."lemeii- 
tine.  "Tell  nie  that  he  is  not  tickle,  vou  who  know  him  so 
well." 

Tile  appe.d  wa^  suhlime. 

"This  is  the  o[)portunity  for  raising  an  in-urniountahle 
barrier  between  us,"  thought  the  unliappy  I'az.  devising  a 
heroic  lie. — "Soinething  good  r"  he  >ai(l  aloud.  "I  love  him 
too  well,  you  would  not  believe  inc.     I  am  incapalde  of  telling 

you  any  evil  of  him \nd  so     .     .     .     Madame.  1 

have  a  hard  part  to  ])lay  between  you  two." 

Clementine  looked  down,  fixing  her  eye,-;  on  his  patent 
leather  shoes. 

"You  northerners  have  mere  physical  coura.ije.  you  have  no 
constancy  in  your  decisions,"  said  slu'  in  a  low  tone. 

"Wliat  are  you  goin.u''  to  dn  alone,  madanie:"  replied  Puz, 
with  a  ])erfectly  ingenuous  expression. 

"Yon  are  not  going  to  keep  me  company?" 

"Forgive  nio  for  leaving  yi'u." 

"Why!  where  are  you  going?" 

"I  am  going  to  the  circus:  it  is  the  first  night,  in  tlio 
Cham|>:--K!ysees.  and  I  mu<t  imt  fail  to  \io  there     .     .     ." 

"Why  not?"  asked  Clementine,  with  a  half-angrx'  flash. 

"Must  1  lay  bare  my  heart?"  he  replied,  coloring,  "and 
oonrid(!  to  yon  what  [  eunce;il  from  my  dear  .\dam,  who  be- 
lieves that  I  love  I'oland  alone?" 

"What  I  our  dear,  nnhje  Captain  has  a  secret  ?" 

"A  disgrace  which  vuu  will  understand,  and  for  which  vou 
can  comfort  me." 
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■  us    aftiT    the    patttrii    ^l'     l-raiKM 
1    u'ut   hrr  ail  (•n,i,'a''r 


rt'uriii  at    fair' 


iiii".-;.    t)ut    who 
iiit'iit  from  the 


iii.iui'i'  I 


if  the  ('iri|nc-'  HyiiipHiui 


-he  lianilsoiiic 


thr  ( 'oiiiitc 


In    IllV  r\r-. 


he  rciiluMl  >aillv, 


•Mahi^'a.  that  is  hor  name 
lie.  is  stron.L'.  iiimlilr,  and  -upplc     Wliy  do  I  prefer 


ill  r  I'l  I'M 


rv  nthrr  woman   in  tin'  wo 


rid? — Indeed.   I  rannot 


Wiu'ii  1  sec  !ier  with  In 


T  Mark  liair  ti 


I'd  l)ai-k  with  him 


iK..n~  that  tioat  over  lier  hare  olivi 


-tinted  shoulder.-,  dressed 


ill  a  '.^  liile  tiinie  witli 
■r  apitear  a  livin<r 


1, 


a  j:ill  horder.  and  >ilk  ti-hts  wliieh  make 
(ireek  statue,  her  feet  in  frayed  satin 
.^  p.  !•>.  tlduri.-iiint:  Ihigs  in  lier  lian<l  to  tlie  sound  of  a  mili- 
Mrv  hand,  and  llyin;:  thrmiLdi  an  enormous  hoop  covered 
u;ih  paper  which  cra>lie>  in  the  air — when  lier  horse  rushes 
miind  at  a  <:allop.  and  she  irraeefully  drops  on  to  liim  again, 
litMiiaiided.  lionest" 


'PI' 


•  Xrl!r>  nil', 


'Mure  than  a  woman  at  a  ball?"  said  Clementine,  with 
i;i^!Ilila^ill,Lr  surprise. 
••Vis."*  .Slid  I'az  in  a  choked  vnice.     "This  sjjlendid  agility, 
failing  grace  in  constant  peril,  seem  to  me  the  greatest 
h  of  woman.     Yes.  madame,  Cinti  and  Malihran,  (Jrisi 
Pasta  andKllsler.  all  who  reign  or  ever  reigned 


IJ!!-    till 

tri'iiiii) 


:i!iii  Taglioni 

en  i!ie  hoards,  seem  to  me  unworthy  to  untie  Malaga's  shoe 
.r,.:|,.,,__M;,|i,j_r;)_  wlio  (iin  iiioimt  or  dismount  a  horse  at  a 
mad  '.'allop.  who  slips  under  him  from  the  left  to  reapi)ear 
"n  tile  right,  who  flutters  ahout  the  nio-t  llery  steed  like  a 
will-o'-the-wisp,  who  can  stand  on  the  tip  of  one  toe 


:ii;a  •hen  drop,  vitting  with  her  feet  hangin 
-' ri'itiiiiL''  round,  and  who  fina 


<'.  on  a  horse 


still 


llv  >tands  on  hi>  liaek  without 
reins  knitting  a  stocking,  heating  eggs,  or  stirring  an 
U\U\  to  the  intense  admiration   of  the  people,  the  true 
■le,  the  peasantry  and  siddiers.     During  the  walk  round, 
hat  enchanting  Columbine   u^cd  to  carry  chairs 


i:  aiianie.   t 


Mf; 


*. 
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halancftl  (>n  ilir  tip  "f  li,  ,  nn-r.  the  pn-tlii-i  (ipMl-  nn«o  T 
t'ViT  saw,  Mal.ipi  i-  ilc\tiTil v  |wT-uiitlr(l.  Ilcr  <trcnf:th  i- 
Herculean;  with  her  linv  ti-t  or  h.T  liiile  foot  >he  can  shake 
otT  three  or  I'mir  in^n.     Shi'  i-  the  u'luiih--  nl'  .ithleties." 

"She  Iiiil-I   he  -tlliud." 

"Oh  !"  <rii  il  I'a/.  ••-Ih'  i~  a-  ainu^iii.t:  a-  the  lieruine  of  Vcr- 
eril  ,jf  thr  I'r.tlc.  A-  lieedlr^-  a^  a  -vp<>-.  A\r  -ay-;  evprvthin.u' 
that  eoiiie-  iiitc  \\''V  tifa'l:  -he  cares  im  more  lor  the  future 
tliaii  vnii  eare  for  ihi'  hal f |..nii'  yuii  thmw  to  a  !)ru'.u'ar.  and 
.-he  lets  "Ut  really  -uiiliiiif  tlini_'-.  Nolhiie-'  will  ever  eonvinrr 
lier  that  an  old  dipioinale  i-  a  handsenie  yniiii^'  man,  and  a 
million  .d"  francs  wnnld  n^'t  make  luT  chan<:e  her  njiinion. 
Her  lovr  for  a  man  is  a  per|ieliiai  llatlery.  Knjoyin,<:  really 
insolent  health,  her  tretli  are  two-and-tliirty  Oriental  pearls 
set  in  coral.  Her  -snout"— ^o  sh,.  calls  the  lower  part  of  her 
fact — IS,  as  Shakcspi'are  has  it,  as  fresh  a?id  sweet  as  a  heifer's 
nniz/.le.  And  it  laii  irivc  hitter  pain!  She  rr-pcds  tine  men, 
strong,'  men — an  .\dolpluis,  an  Ani.'ii-tus,  an  Alexander — 
acroi)ats  and  tuinhlers.  Her  teacher,  a  horrihle  ("assandro, 
thrashed  lier  unmercifully,  it  co-t  thoi^ands  of  hlows  to  give 
her  such  aj.'ilitv,  irrace,  and  intrepidity." 

"You  are  drunk  with  Mala,i,'a:"  said  the  Countess. 

"Her  name  is  Malaga  oidy  on  the  posters."  said  Pa;:,  ■with 
a  look  of  annoya.nce.  -She  livi's  in  the  Uue  Saint-Lazare. 
in  a  little  ajiartmcnt  on  the  third  floor,  in  velvet  and  silk. 
like  a  princess.  She  leads  two  lives — one  as  a  dancer,  and 
one  as  a  pretty  woman." 

".\nd  does  she  love  yon?" 

"She  loves  me — you  will  lauL'h — solely  bccanse  I  am  a 
Pole.  She  sees  in  everv  Pole  a  I'oniatowski,  as  ho  is  shown 
in  the  print,  jnmpinir  into  the  Kl.ster;  for  to  every  Frenchman 
the  Klster.  in  which  it  is  imi«ossil.le  to  drown,  is  a  foamin- 
torrent  which  swallowed  up  Ponn.towski. — And  with  all  this 
I  am  very  unhappy,  madaiiK " 

riernentine  was  touched  hv  a  tear  of  rape  in  the  Captain's 


eve. 


'Yon  love  the  o-xtra^rdinarv.  von  men,"  said  she. 
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And  vnii! 


ii.-kcil  'I'liMiMctis. 


■|    i.imw   Ail.iiii   -"   \^' 


that    1   know   lie  iMiuM   fnrfrot   ini' 


f,,r  -.nif  a(Tt)l)iiti.'  tuinliU'r  like  you 
■,oll  'iiui  luT?" 


r  Mtilau'ii.     Hut  when'  dnl 


l.ci'.   111    tli«'   fair.      Sli(>  wa-* 


••  \i    S.iiiit-Cloiiil.   la.-t    Scptfiii 
.landiiiL'   in    a  cornrr  <if  tlic   platl'nrin    covcnHl    wiili   ca 

■  perfunncr-  walk  round,     lltr  roinradfS  all  dressed 


nvii- 


uii.  r. 


'nil -.  were 


niakin''  a  terrilie  Ha 


i\v  hrr  ^ih 


nt  ami 


IW  IllV 


Hid    I'anoifd    I    could   lmh-s  tliat    her  tliouudits  wore 
W'a-  tlirro  not  enouuli  to  nuiki'  her  so — a  j;irl  of 
That  was  what  touehfd  me." 
'he  Countess  wa<  leauiii,^  in  a  lirwiteliinu'  attitudo,  [lensivo, 


l:  .  :,ii!,ieuv. 


aiino-t 


sad. 

ip,   iioor 


lla(l(leU^ 


slie   exeiauned 


An 


ll    witiv 


the 


iVllowshij.  id  a  really  -reat  lady.  >he  adiled.  not  without 


a  iiianiUL'  sinne 


•(io  :  u'o  to  the  eireU> 


Tliad.leus  took  her  hand  and  ki>-ed  it.  droppin.i;  a  hot  tear, 


^1  then  w.uit  out.      .\rter  havin-  in 


:rlN-Mi 


iiii'niiii; 


vented  a  iia>-ioii  for 

reality.     (•!"  his  whole  story 

had  heen  tiMio  hut  the  niiiiute".-  attention  he  had  irivon 


ler.  1 


!e  niU-t   LllVe  It   >oni( 


M  the   tanious  JlahiLra 


Ml 


■.i;r 


the  rider  of  tlie  Boutlior  troupe  at 
t-Cloud:  her  name  had  jti-t  cauudit  his  eye  on  an  advor- 


f. 


ti-eiiien 
fralie  [liei 


t  of  the  eireiis.     The  clown, 


hrihed  l)V  a  sinirh'  five- 


liad  told  T'az  that  the  ,i:irl  was  a  foundlin<r.  or  had 


hail-  heen  stolen. 


■'I 


us  now  went  to  the  cireus  an 


tiaum 
-ewoman  airain. 


or  tell   tranc-.  a 


.f  d 


res.-;ers  at  a  cir.us — i 


naiiie 


d  saw  the  handsome 
-rooui — thev   fill  the 
nformed   him   that   Malajia's 
was  ;Mar,iiuerite   Tuniuet,   and   that   -he   lived   at   the 
%  i;.:  •  i]r<  Fosses-du-Teniple.  on  a  fifth  floor. 

Next  dav.  with  death  in  hi-  .-oul,  V.v/.  found  his  wav  to  that 
planer,  and  .asked  for  Mademfii-ede  Tnr(|uet.  in  siiintner  the 
■it;'!cr-'udv  of  the  principal  rider  at  llie  cinpie.  and  in  winter 
m  "i  <uper"'  in  a  Boulevard  theatre. 

m  -Malasra!"  shouted  tlu'  doorkeeper.  ru-hiiiLr  into  the  attie. 

•■'i-re  i-  a  fine  frentleman  for  you!     lie  is  a.-^kinjr  Chapuzot 

•;  ahout  vou  :  and  rhainizot  is  eramminj:  him  to  uive  mo  time 


-■tfm 


■!r. 


A 
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"Tlinnk  \ni;,  M":i!ii'  <  liapii/nt  ;  l)iit  w  hi!  v.  ill  lir  >.;y  to  fiiiil 
me  iroiiirijr  t>iy  ;_'(»wii?" 

"I'ooli.  stult  I  Wlifii  a  mail  is  in  Invi  ,  lie  lnvc^  t'vcrything 
about  yoii."' 

"I<  h''  an  i;n;:li-!iinaii  !■'     Tlit-v  ari'  fninl  of  liorsos." 

"Nn.     \\v  looks  to  nil'  liki'  a  Suaniiinl." 

"So  niiicli  till'  wor-i'.  Till'  Sjianianl>  an'  ilown  in  t!io  mnr- 
kct  tfit'V  say. — Slav  Ikti'.  Madanif  ('lia[iu/ot,  1  shall  not  look 
RO  left  to  myself." 

"Who  were  y<iii  waiitinL',  mon.-ifur?"  said  the  woman,  op(>n- 
in;:  till'  door  to  'Phaddciis 

"Miulrinf)i.-i'lli'  'runnK't." 

"My  child,"  said  the  porter's  wife,  wrapping  her  shawl 
round  her,  "here  i.'^  sonichody  iiskinjr  for  voii." 

A  ropo  on  which  some  liucn  wa.s  airinir  knocked  off  the 
Captain's  hat. 

''What  is  your  business,  monsieur?"  asked  Mala^^a,  picking 
it  up. 

"I  saw  you  at  the  circus;  you  remind  me,  mademoiselle,  of 
a  daufihter  I  lost ;  and  out  of  affection  for  my  Heloi'se,  whom 
you  are  so  wonderfully  like,  I  should  wish  to  bo  of  use  to  you 
if  you  will  allow  me." 

"Well,  to  be  sure  I  But  sit  down.  Monsieur  lo  General." 
said  Madame  Chapuzot.  "You  cannot  say  fairer — nor  hand- 
somer." 

"I  am  not  by  way  of  love-makin;_'.  my  irood  lady,"  said  Paz. 
"I  am  a  father  in  deep  distress,  oa','er  to  be  cheated  by  a 
likeness." 

"And  so  I  am  to  pass  as  your  dauLrhter?"  said  ^falasra,  very 
roguishly,  and  without  susjtectinj:  the  absolute  truth  of  the 
statement. 

"Yes,"  said  Paz.  "I  will  come  sometimes  to  see  you;  and 
that  the  illusion  may  be  perfect,  I  will  place  you  in  handsome 
lodgings,  nicely  furni-hid " 

"I  shall  have  furniture  of  my  own?"  said  Malaga,  looking 
at  Madame  Chapuzot. 

"And  servants,"  Paz  went  on;  'and  live  quite  at  your 
eafic* 


« 
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Jli'lat'a  looked  at  tlu'  -traiv.'iT  fn-n 


II    UIH 


ler  her  brnws. 


•!•  r"ni  w  'la 


t  cntiiilrv  are  vou,  muiisjicur: 


,i!ii  a 


VnU 


••  111. ii  I  a((iM)l,"  >ai«l  >li' 

I'a/  umi  auay.  iirniiii.-in^'  to  call  n^rain. 


'I'liiil   1-  a  toii;,'li  uiifl'    -ai 


1  MarL'iK'riti'  Tiirquot.  looking? 


it    M.i.l.iiiif    ChaiMi/ot.      ••Hut     I     am    afraid    this    man    is 

I'aiuv.    Wrll.  I  will  risk  it." 

iH',  tlu'  fair  cirous-ridor 

ill    rodiiis   iiiarniin,L'!y    furni>lu'(l    hy    Cuiait. 

tipliolstcivr,  li)r  I'az  wi-li.d  that  lii>  folly  should  U" 


iiimH'ii.:  iiH'  Iti  liuiiior  -mw 

A  luunih  after  this  wiiimsieal  ><-t 

;-,   .  -Ulih-lii 


d  aii'iul  ill  the  I,a;,'iii-ki 


linli-clKilil 


.Ma!a>'a,  to  whmu 


a(l\.  iiiurc  was  iil;e  a 


II  Araliiaii  Ni'dit-'  dream,  was  waiti 


liv   the  Cliapuziit   couplt — at    oiue   her  servants   and   lier 


.ii:alaiit.- 


'iiie   -lartliii:,'   eh 


'l"he  Chapiizots  and  Marguerite  Tunjuet  expc 


ted 


max;    hut   at    l! 


le    end     o 


f    tlirw    inor.ths 


i.nfh.i 


Muiaf,'a    nor   tlu,    Chapuzots   eniihl   aeeount    for   the 
r.:,-h  Count's  I'anev.     I'az  wniild  -peiid  al)out  an  hour  thero 
luriim  winch  he  sat  in  the  drawin>r-room,  never 


•  a  week'.  1 
-iiri  to  ;:o  eitlie 


r  into  Mala^'a">  houdoir  nor  into  her  hod- 
r  i  I:,  wliun,  in  fact,  he  never  entered  in  spile  of  the  elevcrcst 
n  iii..iivrin.::  (in  her  part  ami  on  that  of  tin-  Chapuzots.  The 
(■-.;i.t  iiHpiired  aliout  the  little  ineiih  nts  that  varied  the 
!;<!-.  wninan",-  life,  and  on  L'oin;.'-  away  lie  always  left  two  forty- 


ill    the  I  hininev-slie 


11. ■  looks  dreadfullv  hored."  said  ^fadame  Chapuzot. 


•v. 


re|)lieii  .Malaira 


"that  man  is  as  eolil  as  frost  after 


aw. 


1-  a  jolly  .LToo 


i-hted 


to    ^ee 


I  t'ellow.  all  the  same/'  cried  Chapuzot, 
him.-elf  dressed    in   hlue   F.lheuf  eloth.  and 


:-  -mart  a-  a  .M  mi-ti 


Mi 


■f's  otliee-messenirer 


I'l/.  hv  his  periodical   trihiite,  made  MarL'uerite  Tnrqnct 

Ired  and  tweiitv   ftaiic-  a  month. 


.(iwanee  ot    three   limn 


-liiii.  ai 


]ded  to  her 


■  mall  earniiiLTs  a 


"r 


iimd  existence  as  compare 


( 1    w  1 


t  till 
!h  !i 


circus,  secured 
•:•  i>a-t  sijualor. 


""•'■  mji' talcs  were  current  ainonL' the  I'crlormer-  at  the  circus 
M  ihi'.ra's  u'ood  fortune.     The  ''irfs  vauitv  allowed  her 


!    i 


I  ^1 


J 


I 
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rent  to  be  stated  at  sixty  thousand  francs  instead  of  the 
modest  six  thousand  wliieh  h.r  rooms  cost  the  pn.d.nt  Cap- 
lain.  Accordu,.^  to  tl...  clowns  and  supers,  Mala.^'a  ate  off 
silver  plate:  and  she  certainly  came  to  the  crcus  in  pret  y 
burnouses,  in  .hawls,  and  elegant  scarfs.  And  to  crown  aU, 
the  Pole  was  the  hcst  fellow  a  circus-rider  could  come  across, 
never  tircson>e,  never  jealou.,  Icavmjr  Malapi  perfect  l^eedom. 
..j,on,e  won.en  are  so  lucky  T  saul  Mala.^a  s  r,val.  "Such  a 
thintr  would  never  happen  to  me,  though  i  bring  in  a  third 

of  the  receipts."'  .  , 

Mala-a  wore  smart  "'coal-scuttles,'-  and  sometimes  gave  her- 
self airs  in  a  carnage  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  where  the 
youth  of  fashion  be-an  to  observe  her.  In  short,  Malaga  was 
talked  about  in  the  tla.h  w..rld  of  equivocal  women,  and  her 
good  fortune  was  attacked  by  calumny.  She  was  :  ^  orted 
to  be  a  somi.anibnlist.  and  the  Pole  was  said  to  be  a  magnetizer 
in  search  of  the  riiilosopher-s  Stone.  Other  comments  of  a 
far  more  venomous  taint  made  Malaga  more  inqusitive  than 
Psvche;  she  reported  them,  with  tears,  to  Paz.  ^^ 

''When  1  owe  a  woman  a  Lrrudge,"  said  she  to  conclude,   'i 
do  not  calumniate  her,  1  do  not  say  that  a  man  magnetizes 
her  to  find  stones.    I  say  that  she  is  a  bad  lot,  and  I  prove  it. 
Why  do  you  get  me  into  trouble?'' 
Paz  was  cruelly  speechless. 

Madame  Chainizot  succeeded  at  last  in  discovering  his  name 
and  title.  Then,  at  the  Hotel  Laginski,  she  ascertained  some 
positive  facts :  Thaddeus  was  unmarried,  ho  was  not  known 
to  have  a  dead  daughter  either  in  Poland  or  France.  :Malaga 
could  not  help  feeling  a  thrill  of  terror. 

"My  dear  child,"  said  Madame  Chapuzot,  "that  mon- 
ster  '" 

A  man  who  was  satisfied  with  gazing  at  a  beautiful  creature 
like  Malaga— gazing  at  her  by  stealth— from  under  his  brows 
—not  daring-  to  come  to  any  decision— without  anv  confi- 
dence; such  a  man.  in  Madame  Chapuzofs  mind,  must  be  a 
monster.  "That  monster  is  breaking  you  in.  to  lead  you  on 
to  somethiniT  illegal   or  criminal.      God   above  us!   if   you 
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\v.  re  to  le  brought  up  at  the  Assizes — and  it  makes  me  shud- 
,1.  r  from  licad  to  fool  to  think  of  it,  I  quake  only  to  speak 
:'{  It — or  in  the  Criminal  Court,  and  your  name  was  in  the 
lit  w^jiapers !  ...  Do  you  know  what  I  should  do  in 
voiir  phiie?  Well,  in  your  plaee,  to  make  all  safe,  I  should 
warn  the  police." 

(tiK'  day.  when  mad  notions  were  fernientinir  in  Malaga's 
!,r:iin.  Paz  having  laid  his  gold  pieces  on  the  velvet  ehimncy- 
^ln!f.  -hi'  snatched  up  the  money  and  tiung  it  in  his  face,  say- 
■  will  not  take  stolen  money  I"' 

The  Captain  gave  the  gold  to  the  Chapuzots,  and  came 
iiM  more. 

Clementine  was  spending  the  summer  on  the  estate  of  her 
uncle,  the  Marquis  de  KonqucroUes,  in  Burgundy. 

When  the  troupe  at  the  circus  no  longer  saw  Thaddeus  in 
!iis  seat,  there  was  a  great  talk  among  the  artists.  Malaga's 
iiia::naiiimity  was  regarded  as  folly  by  some,  as  cunning  by 
t'llurs.  The  Pole's  behavior,  as  explained  to  the  most  e.x- 
iHriciiced  of  the  women,  seemed  inexplicable.  In  the  course 
nf  a  single  week,  Thaddeus  received  thirty-seven  letters  from 
W'jUivn  of  the  town.  Happily  for  him,  his  singular  reserve 
giivr  rise  to  no  curiosity  in  fashionable  circles,  and  remained 
t!ic  subject  of  discussion  in  the  flash  set  only. 

'Two  months  later,  the  handsome  rider,  swamped  in  debt, 
wr  lie  to  Count  Paz  the  following  letter,  which  the  dandies 
of  I  he  day  regarded  as  a  masterpiece: — 


>•': 


"You,  whom  I  still  venture  to  call  my  friend,  win  you 
n'.{  take  pity  on  me  after  what  passed  between  us,  which  you 
'  i"k  so  ill?     My  heart  disowns  everything  that  could  hurt 

1  ir  feelings.  If  I  was  so  hai)py  as  to  make  you  feel  some 
.::irni  when  you  sat  near  me,  as  you  used  to  do,  come  airain 
.  .  .  olherwkse,  T  shall  sink  into  despair.  Poverty  has 
'  '::r  upon  me  already,  and  you  do  not  know  what  stupid 
■  iiiuTs  it  brings  with  it.  Yesterday  1  lived  on  a  herring 
!"":■  two  sous  and  one  sou's  worth  of  bread.  Is  that  a  breakfast 
f'f  the  woman  you  love?    The  Chapuzots  have  left  me  after 
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peeminfT  s=f>  doTotrrl  to  ino.  Your  nWnco  lias  >howTi  me  rte 
shallownt-s-i  of  Iiuiikim  attachiiiciit.  A  bailiif,  who  turned  a 
deaf  car  to  mv,  has  seized  everythin<:  on  behalf  of  the  land- 
lord, wlio  has  no  pity,  and  of  the  jeweler,  wlio  will  not  wait 
even  ten  days:  for  with  yon  men.  credit  vanishes  with  confi- 
dence. What  a  ]iosition  for  a  woman  who  has  nothinp:  to  re- 
proach liersclf  for  hut  a  little  ainnsementl  My  ilear  friend, 
I  have  taken  everything  ul'  any  value  to  my  uncle's;  I  have 
nothing  left  hut  my  memory  of  you,  and  the  hard  weather 
is  cominjz  on.  All  throuLrh  the  winter  I  shall  have  no  fire, 
since  nothing:  but  melodrama  is  played  at  the  Boulevard, 
in  which  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  tiny  parts,  which  do  not 
show  a  woman  off.  How  could  you  misunderstand  my  noble 
feelings  towards  yon.  for,  after  all.  we  have  not  two  ways  of 
expressing  our  gratitude?  How  i<  it  that  you,  who  seemed 
so  pleased  to  see  me  comfortable,  could  leave  nie  in  misery? 
Oh,  my  only  friend  on  earth,  before  I  go  back  to  travel  from 
fair  to  fair  with  the  I'oiithors — I'or  so,  at  anv  rate,  I  can 
make  my  living — forgive  me  for  wanting  to  know  if  I  have 
really  lost  you  for  ever.  If  I  should  happen  to  think  of  you 
just  !'<  I  was  jumping  through  the  hoo]).  I  might  break  my 
legs  by  missing  time.    Come  what  may,  I  am  yours  for  life. 

".Maugueiute  TruyuET." 

"This  letter,"  exclaimed  Thnddeus.  shouting  with  laughter, 
"is  well  worth  my  ten  thousand  francs." 

Clementine  came  home  on  the  following  dav.  and  Paz  saw 
her  once  niorc.  lovelier  and  more  gracious  than  ever.  During 
dinner  the  Countess  jireserved  an  air  of  p(>rfeet  indifference 
towards  Thaddeus.  hut  a  scene  took  place  between  the  Couu' 
and  his  wife  after  tlieir  friend  had  left.  Tliaddeus.  with 
an  affectation  of  askimr  .\dam"s  advice,  had  left  ]\ralaga'< 
letter  in  his  hands,  as  if  bv  accident. 

''Poor  Thaddeus '■■  saiil  .\dam  to  his  wife,  after  seeing  Paz 
make  his  escajie.  "Wliat  a  misfortune  for  a  mr.n  of  his 
suprior  stamp  to  be  the  plavthing  of  a  bal'.et-girl  of  the 
lowest  class  I    He  will  lnvi>  anvthiuL'-:  he  will  de!,''rade  hiin,self ; 
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h<'  uil1  ^10  iinrocoL'Tiiznhlc  hofnre  lon^.     TTorf.  my  dear,  road 
Thill."  and  lu'  liiiiulrd  her  Malaga's  letter. 

CltMiicminc  read  tho  note,  which  smelt  of  tobacco,  and 
fci—rd  it  nwcy  with  dispust. 

•■However  thick  tiie  handaeo  over  hi.«  eyes  may  he,  he 
riiiist  liave  found  ^oiiiethinj:  out.  Malaga  imist  have  played 
liiin  >oiiie  faithlcj^s  irick."' 

•■And  lie  is  going  hack  to  h(>r  I"  cried  riementine.  "He 
will  forgive  her!  You  men  can  have  no  pity  for  any  but 
ihn-r  liorrihle  women." 

■•'riicv  want   it  .*o  badly!"  paid   .\dam. 

'•Thaddeiis  did  himself  justice — hv  keeping  to  himself!" 
said  -he. 

"Oil,  my  dearest,  you  go  too  far,"  said  the  Count,  who, 
though  he  was  at  first  delighted  to  lower  his  friend  in  his 
wife's  eyes,  would  not  the  death  of  the  sinner. 

riiaddms.  who  knew  Adam  well,  had  l)egged  for  absolute 
.-..niy:  he  had  only  spoken,  he  said,  as  an  excuse  for  his 
■  ii-sipations,  and  to  beg  his  friend  to  allow  him  to  have  a 
ihoiisand  crowns  for  Malaga. 

"He  is  a  man  of  great  pride,"  Adam  went  on. 

'•What  do  you  mean  ?" 

■"Well,  to  have  spent  no  more  than  ten  thousand  francs 
"II  hrr,  and  to  wait  for  such  a  letter  as  that  to  rouse  him 
'iMi'nre  taking  her  the  money  to  pay  her  debts!  Fora  Pole, 
I'.'i  my  honor!     .     .     ." 

"\U\i  he  may  ruin  you!"  said  Clementine  in  the  acrid 
I'lm-  of  a  Parisian  woman  when  she  expresses  her  cat-like 
»li-trn<tfulness. 

"'  »h  !  I  know  him."  said  Adam.  *'IIe  v/ould  sacrifice  Malaga 
t.)  i;s." 

"We  shall  see."  repli"d  {h'>  Counte??. 

if  it  were  needful  for  his  hapfiiness,  T  sliould  not  hesitate 
t"  ;i-k  him  to  give  her  up.  Constantine  tells  nie  that  during 
'ii  •  time  when  he  was  seeini:  her,  Paz,  usually  so  sober,  some- 
I  ii!'-  came  in  quite  fuddled.  If  he  allowed  himself  to  take 
lo  drink,  1  should  be  as  much  grieved  as  if  he  were  my  sou." 
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"Do  not  tell  me  any  inoro  !"  cried  tlie  Countess  with  an- 
other gesture  of  (li.-;jj;u.-it. 

Two  days  latiT  the  Captain  could  -te  in  her  manner,  in 
the  tone  of  her  voici',  in  her  eyes,  tho  t-  ribie  results  of 
Adam's  betrayal.  Scorn  had  oi)ened  gulfs  Ljtwecn  luin  and 
this  charming  woman.  And  he  fell  forthwith  nto  dei'p  mel- 
ancholy, devoiiretl  by  this  thought,  "Vou  have  .iiade  yourself 
unworthy  of  her."  Life  became  a  burden  to  him;  the  bright 
sunshine  was  gloomy  in  his  eyes.  Nevertheless,  under  these 
lloods  (d'  bitter  thought,  he  had  some  happy  moments:  he 
could  now  give  himself  u])  without  danger  to  ids  admiration 
for  the  Countess,  who  never  paid  him  the  slightest  attention 
when,  at  a  party,  hidden  in  a  corner,  mute,  all  eyes  and  all 
heart,  he  did  not  lose  one  of  her  movements,  not  a  note  of  her 
song  when  she  sang.  lie  lived  in  this  enchanting  life:  he 
ought  himsilf  groom  the  horse  that  she  was  to  ride,  and 
de\ole  himself  to  the  management  of  her  splendid  house  with 
redoubled  care  for  its  interests. 

These  unspoken  joys  were  buried  in  his  heart  like  those 
of  a  mother,  whose  child  never  knows  anything  of  his  mother's 
heart :  for  is  it  knowledge  so  long  as  even  one  thing  remains 
unknown  r  Was  not  this  finer  than  Petrarch's  chaste  passion 
for  Laura,  which,  after  all.  was  well  repaid  by  a  wealth  of 
glory,  and  by  the  triumph  of  the  poetry  she  liad  inspired? 
Was  not  the  emotion  which  Assas  felt  in  dying,  in  truth  a 
whole  life?  This  emotion  Paz  felt  every  day  without  dying, 
but  also  without  the  guerdon  of  immortality. 

What  is  there  in  love,  that  Paz,  notwithstanding  these 
secret  delights,  was  ciiisuiiied  by  sorrow?  The  Catholic 
religion  has  so  ele\atr(l  Ionu  that  she  has  married  it  in.«ep- 
arably,  so  to  speak,  lo  (Ktciiii  and  generosity.  Love  does 
nf)t  e.xist  apart  from  the  fine  (pialities  of  which  man  is  proud, 
and  so  rarely  are  we  loved  if  we  are  contemned,  that  Thaddeus 
was  perishinix  of  his  seM'-intlicted  wounds.  Only  to  hear  her 
say  that  she  could  ha\r-  loved  him.  and  then  to  die!  Tli" 
hapless  lover  would  have  thought  his  life  well  paid  for.  The 
torments  of  his  previous  position  seemed  to  him  preferable 
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io  living-  clojio  ro  Iut.  loiuliiig  lior  with  his  j^t'iicrosity  without 
l.ciii;:  aiiprcciatod  or  uiidLTstood.  In  short,  he  wanted  the 
iincc  of  liis  virtue. 

llr  grew  thin  and  yellow,  and  fell  so  thnrotiirhly  ill,  con- 
.-uiiiid  bv  low  fever,  that  during  the  inontli  of  January  he 
ki'jit.  his  i)ed,  though  refu-ing  to  see  a  physician.  Count 
A'laiii  grew  extremely  uneasy  al)out  his  poor  Thaddeus.  The 
('iiiinii'->  then  was  so  eruel  as  to  say,  when  they  were  together 
nur  dav,  "Let  him  alone;  do  not  you  sec  that  he  has  some 
( liyinpian   ri'morse''" 

Tins  spcceh  stung  Thaddeus  to  the  ef)urage  of  despair;  he 
got  up,  went  out,  tried  some  amusement,  and  recovered  his 
hralth. 

In  the  month  of  February  .\dam  Io-;t  a  rather  considerable 
.-uni  at  the  Jockey  Club,  and.  lieing  afraid  of  his  wife,  ho 
iicgged  Thaddeus  to  i)lace  tiiis  sum  to  the  account  of  his  ex- 
travagance for  Malfiga. 

"What  is  there  strange  in  the  notion  that  the  ballet-girl 
-liould  have  cost  you  twenty  thousand  francs?  It  concerns 
"II  line  but  me.  Whereas,  if  the  Countess  should  know  that 
1  ii.id  lost  it  at  play,  1  should  fall  in  her  esteem,  and  she  would 
ii'  in  alarm  for  the  future." 

"This  to  crown  all !""  cried  Thaddeus,  with  a  deep  sigh. 

"Ah!  Thaddeus,  this  service  would  make  us  quits  if  I 
w-Tc  not  already  the  debtor."' 

"■.\dam,  you  may  have  children.  Give  up  gambling,"  said 
hi-  friend. 

"Twenty  thousand  francs  more  that  Malaga  has  cost  us !" 
I  ■.'•lainied  the  Countess  some  diiys  after,  on  discovering 
Adam's  generosity  to  Paz.  "And  ten  thousand  before— tliat 
is  liiirty  thousand  in  all  I  Fiftwn  hundred  francs  a  ^-ear. 
tl.f  price  of  my  box  at  the  Italian  opera,  a  whole  fortune  to 
'iianv  people.  .  .  .  Oh!  you  Poles  are  incomprehen-;i- 
I'l'I"  cried  she,  as  she  picked  some  flowers  in  her  beautiful 
iDH-ervatory.     "You  care  no  more  than  that!" 

"Poor  Paz " 

■'i^'or    Paz,    poor    Paz!"    she   echoed,    intemipting   him. 
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"What  ;xoo<l  (Iocs  lie  do  lis?  I  will  inaiia^'c  the  liouso  my- 
self I  (iivc  hini  the  Imndrcd  loiiis  a  vi'ar  that  he  refused, 
and  let  luiii  make  his  nwii  arraiijieinents  with  the  Olympic 
Cireiis."" 

"He  is  u\  the  j:roatest  use  to  us:  he  has  sa\ed  us  at  least 
fortv  thousand  francs  this  year.  In  short,  my  deare-t,  he  has 
plaeed  a  hiiinlred  thousand  Iranes  for  us  in  Nucin^en's  hank, 
and  a  steward  would  have  nelte<l  them." 

("lenient ine  was  softeni'd,  hut  she  was  not  the  loss  hard  on 
Thaddeus. 

Some  days  after  .-he  desired  Paz  to  eonie  to  her  in  her 
boudoir,  where,  a  year  since,  she  had  boon  .startled  by  eoin- 
parinj,'  him  with  the  Count.  This  time  she  received  him 
alone,  without  any  sus])icion  of  danjrer. 

".My  dear  I'az."  said  she,  with  the  careless  familiarity  of 
fine  folks  to  tlieir  inferiors,  "if  you  love  Adam  as  you  say 
vou  do,  vou  will  do  one  thini:  which  ho  will  Tiever  ask,  hut 
which  I.  as  his  wife,  do  not  hesitate  to  re(]uire  of  you " 

"It  is  about  ^Iala<ra?'"  said  Thaddeus  with  <leep  irony. 

"Well,  yes,  it  is."  she  said.  "If  yon  want  to  end  your  days 
with  lis.  if  you  wish  that  we  should  remain  friends,  give  her 
up.     How  can  an  old  soldier " 

"I  am  but  live-and-thirty.  and  have  not  a  <rray  hair!" 

"You  look  a-  if  you  had,"  said  slie.  "and  that  is  the  same 
thing.  How  can  a  man  so  callable  of  jiutting  two  and  two 
together,  so  superior  ." 

What  was  horrible  was  that  shi^  spoke  the  word  with  suoli 
an  evident  intention  of  rousing  in  him  the  nobleness  of  soul 
whicli  she  believed  to  be  dead. 

"F  )  superior  as  you  are."  she  went  on,  after  a  little 
pause,  wiiieh  a  gesture  from  Paz  forced  from  her.  "allow 
yourself  to  be  entrappeil  like  a  boy.  Your  affair  with  her  has 
made  Malaga  famous.—  Well  !  ^fy  uncle  wanteil  to  see  her, 
My  uncle  is  not  the  only  one;  ^falaga  is  very  ready  to  receive 
all  these  gentlemen. — I  belii'ved  you  to  be  high-minded. — 
Take  shame  to  yourself  I  Come,  would  she  be  an  irreparable 
loss  to  vou  ?" 
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"MiKlaiiio,  if  I  knew  of  any  siurifur  liy  wlildi  I  might 
rrrovrr  vour  I'slccin.  il  would  soon  be  iiiaiU' ;  Init  to  give  up 
M,il.i;:a  is  not  a  sacrifici- " 

"111  voiir  i>lato  that  is  what  I  shiniM  siy  if  I  were  a  man," 
r,  j.licl  Clrmcnlim'.  "Well,  but  if  1  take  it  a.s  a  great 
-:irriiiic.  thciv  is  iHitbiiig  to  !)('  aii;:ry  at."' 

l';i/,  went  auav.  f.aring  lie  might  do  some  mad  act  ;  he  felt 
ill,  l.i'iin  iiivaih'd  l)y  crazy  notions.  He  went  out  for  a  walk, 
li-hllv  dressed  in  spite  of  the  eold.  but  faiU'd  to  eool  the 
li'.irnini:  of  iii>  face  and  lirow.  "I  belicwd  you  to  ije  high- 
uiiiidedl"  He  heard  tl'.e  words  again  and  again.  "And 
v.:ir.('Iv  a  year  ago."  said  he  to  iiim.-elf.  "to  hear  Clementine, 
I  !iad  b.aten  the  Hussiau-  single-handed  I"  He  thought  of 
([UiMing  the  I.aginski  liousehold,  of  asking  to  be  sent  on  ser- 
viM-  in  the  Spain  regiment,  and  getting  himself  killed  in 
Alri(,!;  but  a  dreadful  fear  cheeked  him:  "What  would  be- 
..inirof  them  without  me?  They  would  soon  be  ruined.  Poor 
(■.luiile-^^,  what  a  horrible  life  it  would  be  for  her  to  be  re- 
.!,1(.m1  even  to  thirty  thousand  francs  a  year!  Conic,"  said 
h<'  to  him.-clf,  "since  she  can  never  be  yours,  courage,  finish 
vi'iir  work  I" 

.\<  all  the  world  knows,  since  iN.'iO  the  Carnival  in  Paris 
li.i-  irriiwn  to  prodigious  proportions,  making  it  Kuropean, 
;i!'.!  biirlescpie.  an<l  animated  to  a  far  greater  degree  than  the 
d.nart.'d  carnivals  of  Venice.  Is  this  because,  -ince  fortunes 
!].i\p  so  enormously  diminished,  Parisians  have  thought  of 
,!!i!i!.MnL'  them.-elvps  collectively,  just  a>  in  their  clubs  they 
hiivr  a  drawing-room  without  any  mistress  of  the  house,  with- 
<■■'..■  jiolitenev-;.  and  quite  cheap?  Be  this  as  it  may.  the 
iiKiitb  of  March  was  prodigal  of  those  ball-,  where  dancing, 
fji'vc.  coarse  fun.  delirium,  <rrotes(|ue  figure-,  and  banter 
!:  ;i(lc  keen  bv  I'aris  wit.  achieve(l  L'igantie  results.  Tliis  mad- 
i!<"  had  its  Pandemonium  at  that  time  in  tlie  TJue  Saint- 
llonnre.  and  its  Xajjolcon  in  Miisard.  a  little  man  born  to  rule 
i!ii  ..rilieatra  as  tremendi  ;is  a-  tl-.e  rampant  mob.  and  to  con- 
duit a  galop — that  wtiiri  of  witcbr-  jii  their  Sabbath,  and 
■  ::    of  Auber's  triumphs,  for  the  galop  derived  its  form  and 
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its  poetry  frcin  tlif  famous  j^alop  in  Gu^larus.  May  not  this 
vcluTiifut  linair  -» rvi'  a>  a  symbol  of  an  aj;i'  wiicii,  for  fifty 
years,  ovLTytliiii;!  has  rusli(.-d  on  with  the  swiftnosj^  of  a 
(ircani? 

Now,  our  i:nivc  'riiaihlcus,  l)carin<x  an  immaeuhitc  iniairc 
in  liis  luarl,  went  to  Mahi^ra  to  inviti'  hfr.  the  (luccn  of  lar- 
nival  daniin;^.  lo  sprnd  an  t-vi'nin^'  at  .Musiir(l"s  as  soon  as 
lie  learned  t!ial  liie  ('ouiites>,  disj^'uised  to  tlie  teeth,  wa-  in- 
tendinir  tu  eome  witli  two  otlier  youn^  hulies.  escorted  by 
tlieir  luisijand.-,  to  see  tiie  curious  speetacle  of  one  of  these 
monster  l)all-.  On  Siirove  Tui'sday  ni^rht,  in  the  year  of 
grace  18;5f<,  at  four  u'cloclv  in  the  morninj;,  the  Countess, 
\vrapi)ed  in  a  iilack  domino,  and  seated  on  a  bench  of  one 
of  tile  amiihithiatres  of  the  I?abyl(mian  hall  where  Valentino 
hac  since  j:iven  his  concerts,  saw  Thaddeus,  dressed  as  Rob- 
ert Macaire,  k'ading  the  circus-rider  in  the  costume  of  a  sav- 
age, her  head  dressed  with  noddin;:  plumes  like  a  horse  at 
a  coronation,  and  lea[)ing  among  the  groups  like  a  perfect 
Jack-o'-lantern. 

"t)h  I"  exclaimed  Clementine  to  her  husband,  "you  Poles 
are  not  men  of  character.  Who  would  not  have  felt  sure  of 
Tliaddeus?  He  gave  me  his  word,  not  knowing  that  I  should 
be  here  and  see  all  without  being  seen." 

Sonu'  days  after  this  she  invited  Paz  to  dinner.  After 
dinner,  .\dam  left  them  together,  and  Clementine  scolded 
Thaddeus  in  such  a  way  as  to  nuike  him  feel  that  she  would 
no  longer  have  him  about  the  house. 

"Indeed,  madamc."  said  Thaddeus  humbly,  "you  arc  quite 
right.  I  am  a  wretch;  1  had  pledged  my  word.  But  what 
can  J  do?     I  put  otV  tlu'  parting  with  Malaga  till  after  the 

Carnival Xnd    [    will    be    honest    with   you;    the 

woman  has  so  much  power  o\or  me     .     .     ." 

"A  woman  who  gils  herself  turned  out  of  Musard's  bv  the 
police,  and  for  such  dancing?"' 

"I  admit  it :  I  sit  coiidcmne(l  :  F  will  (piit  your  house.  But 
you  know  Adam.  If  I  jiaiid  over  to  you  the  conduct  of 
your  affair-,  you   will  have  to  e.xert  great  energy.     Though 
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I  have  llic  vice  of  Malaj^a,  I  kiuiw  lunv  to  kc-'p  an  oyo  on 
-.our  miucrns.  how  to  iiiauagc  your  houricliold,  and  suporin- 
"inul  the  smallest  details.  Allow  nii.'  then  to  remain  till  I 
liavf  Mcii  yini  (iiiaiitied  to  eoiitiiiue  my  system  of  manajje- 
iiuni.  Vol!  lia\e  now  been  married  three  years,  and  are  safe 
lidiii  the  lirst  follies  eonsecjiient  on  the  honeymoon.  The 
...dus  nl'  I'aris  society,  even  with  the  highest  titles,  under- 
>t,iiid  verv  well  in  tla^e  days  how  to  eonirol  a  fortnne  and 
a  IhiUM-lKild.  .  .  .  Well,  as  soon  as  1  am  assured,  not  of 
\..ur  (ajiaeity,  hut  of  your  tirmness,  1  will  leave  I'aris." 

"ll  is  'I'liaddeus  of  Warsaw  that  speaks,  not  Thaddeus  of 
tlir  tweus.     Come  hack  to  us  cured." 

•■Cured? — Never  I"  said  I'az.  his  eyes  ti.xed  on  Clemen- 
line's  pretty  feet.  "You  eannot  know,  Countess,  all  the  spice, 
liir  iine.xpeetedness  tliere  is  in  that  womanV  wit."  .\nd  feel- 
iiiiT  his  courage  fail  him,  he  added:  "There  is  not  a  single 
wdiii.m  (d'  fashion,  with  her  prim  airs,  who  's  worth  that 
irank  young  animal  nature." 

"Ill  fact,  I  should  not  choose  to  have  anything  in  me  of 
tiie  animal  I"  said  the  (.'ountess,  with  a  Hashing  look  like  an 
adder  in  a  rage. 

After  that  day  Count  Paz  explained  to  Clementine  all  her 
ali'air-  made  him.seif  iier  tutor,  taught  her  the  ditlieulties  of 
managing  her  property,  li  '  real  cost  of  things,  and  the  way 
t'l  avoid  being  too  extensively  robbed  l)y  her  people.  She 
i!:i-lit  trust  Constantine.  and  make  him  her  major-domo. 
Til  iddeu>  had  trained  Constantine.  r>y  the  month  of  May  ho 
liiiiuglil  the  Countess  perfectly  capable  of  administering  her 
fortune;  for  Clementine  was  one  of  those  clear-?ighted  women 
«!;>■-(■  instincts  arc  alert,  with  an  inborn  genius  for  household 
rule. 


'Y]f'  situation  thu-  naturally  brought  about  by  Thaddeus 
i""k  a  -i.iflden  turn  mo-t  d!-trc--ing  for  him.  for  his  ~utTerings 
«■.•■.•  not  ~o  liglit  as  lif  madi'  tliem  seen.  The  ha[)le-;-;  lover 
liad  not  reckoned  with  afcidi-nt.  Adam  fell  very  -eriously 
i!!      Th.uideus.  instead  of  leavinir.   in-tailed   himself  as  his 
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friend's  sick-mirsf.  His  (icv,it('<lncss  wa-  indcfatiRablf.  A 
woman  who  had  had  an  intcrt'st  in  lookiiiji  thmn^di  tin-  tele- 
scope (>f  fnr(>i;:ht  woiihl  liave  seen  in  the  Captain's  lieroisin 
the  sort  id  punishment  uliuli  nohle  >ouls  infliet  on  themselves 
to  suhdiie  their  iiivoluntarv  thoiiirlit-;  of  -in;  hut  women  see 
evervtiiiiii.'  or  nothing',  aeeordini,'  to  their  frame  of  mind  ;  love' 
is  their  soh'  luminary. 

For  forty-five  days  Vn/.  watched  and  nursed  Mitjrislas 
without  seeming'  to  have  a  thouirlit  of  Mala;.'a.  for  the  ex- 
cellent reason  that  he  never  did  think  of  her.  Cieinentine, 
seeinj,'  .\dani  at  death's  dnor.  and  yet  not  dead,  had  a  con- 
sultation of  tile  most   famous  doctors. 

"If  he  <:ets  throujrh  this,"  said  the  most  learned  of  the 
physicians,  "it  can  only  he  hy  an  cfTort  of  nature.  It  lies 
with  those  who  nurse  him  to  watch  for  tlu>  moment  and 
aid  nature.  The  Count's  life  is  in  the  hands  of  his  attend- 
ants." 

Thaddeus  went  to  communicate  this  verdict  to  C'lemen- 
tine,  who  was  sittini:  in  the  Chine.-c  pavilion,  as  much  to 
rest  after  her  fatiuMics  as  to  leave  the  field  free  for  the  doc- 
tors, and  not  to  he  in  their  way.  As  he  trod  the  <fravcled 
paths  leadin.iT  from  the  houdoir  to  the  rockery  on  which  the 
Chine<e  summer  hoiis(>  was  huilt,  Clementine's  lover  felt  as 
thouirh  he  were  in  one  of  the  ^ndfs  descrihed  hv  Ali^diieri. 
The  unhappy  man  had  never  foreseen  the  chance  of  beccni- 
injr  Clementine's  hushand,  and  he  had  ho^'i^ed  himself  in  a 
swamp  of  mud.  When  he  reai  hed  her  his  face  was  set,  sub- 
lime in  its  despair.  I>ike  Medusa's  head,  it  communicated 
terror. 

"He  is  dead?"  said  Clementine. 

"They  have  <riven  no  hope;  at  least,  they  leave  it  to  nature. 
Do  not  <:o  in  just  yet.  'Hicy  arc  still  there,  and  Rianchoii 
hiiii-elf  is  e.x'aniininLT  him." 

"I'oor  fellow! — 1  wonder  whether  I  have  ever  worried 
hiiii,  '  she  said. 

"Yon  have  made  him  very  happy;  be  (juite  easy  on  that 
point."  said  Thaddeus;  "and  vou  have  been  indulgent  to 
him " 
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'■'I'ho  loss  will  111'  irrcparahlc." 

•I'.iit,  di'iir  liuiv.  ^ll|)|l()SlIl^'  thr  Cuimt  sliould  ilic.  had  you 
tii.t  forimd  your  opiiiinii  nf  him?" 

•■|  do  not  love  Imn  lilmdly."  .-he  -aid:  'i)iit  I  IovlhI  as  a 
uiir  nii;.dit  to  lovr  I'lT  hushaud." 

•rhcii."  said  'I'liaddciis,  in  a  vnicc  new  \n  ('lriiH'ritini''s 
.  xiniuiicf  i)f  liiiii.  "you  o>ij:ht  to  f'-fl  !•■<<  rcu'rct  than  if  you 
ui  I.  lo-iiii;  one  of  those  men  who  an'  a  wiiman'-  pri<ie,  her 
low,  her  whole  life!  You  may  lir  frank  with  such  a  friend 
,1-  I  ,im.  ...  1  sliali  re,irret  him  -  I  I  Lon'_'  ii''f<>ri' yoif 
inarna;.'e  I  had  made  him  my  child,  and  I  iiave  devoted  my 
liM-  to  him.  1  shall  have  no  interest  left  <.m  eartli.  IJut  life 
,-!iil  lia>  eharms  for  a  widow  of  four-and-twenty.'' 

•Why,  you  know  very  well  that  I  love  no  one,"  said  she. 
'.Mill  the  roiijihnoss  of  sorrow. 

■■\u[i  do  not  know  yet  what  it  is  to  love,"  said  Thaddeu.s. 

••((ill  husband  for  husband,  1  have  sense  enoiif^h  to  prefer 
;t  child  like  my  poc^r  .\dam  to  a  superior  man.  For  nearly 
;t  month  now  we  have  been  askinj:  ourselves,  'Will  he  live?' 
Th. -c  tluctuations  have  [irepared  nie,  as  they  have  for 

this  (  iid.  I  mav  be  frank  with  you? — Well,  then,  ould 
J.MVC  |iart  of  my  life  to  save  Adam's.  Does  not  indepci.dence 
1 -r  a  woman,  here  in  Paris,  mean  liberty  to  be  >;ullcd  by  the 
M.  tciice  of  love  in  men  who  are  ruined  or  profli;,'ate?  I  have 
proved  God  to  s])are  me  my  husband — so  jjentle,  such  a  ^ood 
!•  llow,  so  little  fractious,  and  who  was  beginning  to  be  a  little 
iifraid  of  me.'' 

"You  arc  honest,  and  I  like  you  the  better  for  it."  said 
Thaddeus.  taking  Clementine's  hands,  which  she  allowed  him 
!"  kiss.  "In  such  a  solemn  moment  tlur"  is  indescribable 
>:iti-faction  in  finding  a  woman  devoid  of  hypocrisy.  It  is 
!"'v<ilil(.  to  talk  to  you. — Consider  the  future;  su]>posing  (Jod 
slioiiM  not  listen  to  you — and  I  am  one  of  tho.se  who  are  most 
HMily  lo  cry  to  Him  :  Spare  my  friend  I — for  these  fifty  nights 
I'.i-!  have  not  made  my  eyes  heavy,  and  if  thirty  days'  and 
t'lirty  nights'  more  care  are  needed,  you,  madame,  may  sleep 
■'\'ii!<-  I  watch.    I  will  snatch  him  from  death,  if,  as  they  say. 
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lu' ciui  Ih;  suvi'il  liv  (.iir.  Uut  if,  in  spiti' of  yon,  in  spite  of  me, 
thf  Count  is  (lead.  Wtll.  tlnii,  if  ymi  were  lovcd.  or  wor- 
sliijH'd.  liv  a  inuii  mImm-  licart  and  cliarartfr  wore  worthy  of 
yours " 

"I  have  |)irliaii>  madly  wi.-hcd  to  be  loved,  l)ut  I  have  never 
met " 

"Supposing  you  wtTc  iiii>taki'n." 

(.'leiiiciitint'  looked  steadily  at  Thaddous,  snupertinp  him 
ieijs  of  loving'  luT  than  of  a  covetous  dreani;  she  poun-d  con- 
tempt on  htm  hy  a  glance,  ineusuriiig  him  from  liead  to  foot, 
and  eruslu'd  liim  witli  two  word-,  "I'oor  Malaga!"  pronounced 
in  those  tones  such  a.-  tine  ladies  ai<ine  can  lind  in  the  gamut 
of  tlieir  tontcmpt. 

She  ro~e  and  left  Thaddeus  faintinir.  for  she  did  not  turn 
round,  Ira  waii.ed  w.tli  great  dignity  hack  to  \w.x  houdoir, 
and  theiicf  up  to  her  hu.-band"s  room. 

An  hour  later  I'az  rctunii-d  to  the  sick  man's  bedside, 
and  gave  all  his  care  to  the  Count,  as  though  he  had  not  re- 
ceived liis  own  death-blow. 

From  that  dreadful  in(uiienf  he  became  silent;  he  had  a 
duel  to  tight  with  disease,  and  he  carried  it  through  in  a 
way  that  excited  the  admiration  of  the  doctors.  At  anv  hour 
his  eyes  were  always  beaming  like  two  lamns.  Without 
showing  the  slightest  resentiiieni  towMnU  Clementine,  he  lis- 
tened to  lier  thanks  without  accepting  them;  he  seemed  deaf. 
He  had  said  to  himself.  "She  shall  owe  .\danrs  lifi;  to  me'" 
ami  these  words  he  had.  as  it  were,  written  in  letters  of  fire 
in  the  sick  man's  room. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortniglit  Clementine  was  obliged  to  give 
up  some  of  the  nursing,  or  risk  falling  ill  from  so  much 
fatigue.  Paz  was  inexhaustible.  At  last,  about  the  end  of 
.\ugust,  Rianchon,  the  family  doctor,  answered  for  the 
Count's  life : 

".\h.  inadame,"'  said  he  to  Clementine,  "you  are  under  not 
the  -lightest  obligation  to  me.  But  for  his  friend  we  could 
not  have  saved  him !" 


TIIf5  l.MAtMNAIlY  M  STUKSS 


m 


f  »n  the  iliiy  af'liT  llif  trrrililf  «i'iic  ii  the  CliiiirM'  pavilion, 
Mil'  M;ir.|iii^  (If  lfurH|iicnilIfs  liail  tunic  ti>  see  hi-*  rn'ptu'W.  for 
'  ■  \>,i-  -iltinjr  "Mt  fur  liU--i.i  villi  a  sccri't  tiii.-.«i(»n  ;  ami  I'az, 
.i\i  iwhiliMcil  l<y  tln'  [jrcvKHi-  cvcnin^f,  liad  >poki'ii  a  ffw  words 
ti'  t!i,'  diploii'ati'. 

On  till'  vcn  (lay  wlifii  Count  Aiiaiii  ami  his  wife  went  out 
fnr  llii-  lir>t  tiMic  lor  a  ilrivr.  at  llir  nionicnt  when  the  rar- 
r  .rji  uas  turhiri;;  froni  ihr  -ti'|i-.  an  nrdiTly  canii'  into  thi' 
■  Hiiityard  and  a-krd  for  Court  I'a/.  'i'haddiii-,  who  was  sit- 
ing: With  111-  hack  to  till'  hur-i'-,  turned  round  to  take  a  li't- 
I'T  hi'iirinL'  ihr  stamp  of  the  Mini-tiT  for  {■"ori'ii.'ii  AlTairs, 
.ii;d  put  It  iiiio  tlif  sidc-pockcl  of  his  coat,  with  a  decision 
uhicli  precluded  any  questions  on  the  part  of  ClenientinL  or 
Ad. nil.  it  eannoi  he  diMiieil  that  person-  of  i:ooil  hrei'ding 
are  nia-ters  cf  the  lan;.'ua^'c  that  uses  no  speech.  N'ever- 
tiieic-s.  iis  they  reached  the  i'ortc  Maillot,  Adam,  assuming 
:!ie  privilc;.'e  of  <  onvalescent  whose  whims  must  l)e  in- 
duL'ed.  said  lo  'I't     Ideiis: 

■■There  can  he  no  indiscretions  hetwcen  two  hrothor^  who 
■V'  ,  ac  h  other  as  you  and  i  do;  you  know  what  is  iu  that 
!>iii  r:  tell  nil  .  I  am  in  a  fever  of  curiosity." 

C!riiientine  looked  at  Thaddeus  as  an  ani:rv  woman  can, 
ii.i  -aid  to  her  hu.-hand.  "He  ha.s  hecn  .-•>  sulkv  with  me  these 
!■'.  .  iiionth.s,  that  I  >l    11  take  ;;ood  care  not  to  press  him." 

■■nil  dear  me!"  replied  Thaddeus.  "as  I  cannot  hinder  the 
!;■  A>papcrs  from  {)ublishinir  it,  I  may  very  well  reveal  the 
'■t'lret.  The  Emperor  Xichola.s  docs  me  the  favor  of  appoint- 
i!':r  iiie  Captain  on  service  in  a  regiment  starting  with  the 
Kiiiva   Kxjiedition." 

"And  you  are  going?"  cried  Adam. 

"1  -hall  go,  my  dear  fellow.  I  came  as  Captain,  and  as 
C,i|itain  I  returi;.  >ralaga  might  lead  me  to  make  a 
fn.il  of  myself.  We  -hall  dine  together  to-niorrow  for  the 
ia-t  time.  If  I  did  not  set  our  in  Septemlier  for  St.  IVters- 
i'li'::.  I  should  have  lo  travel  overland,  and  \  am  rot  rich. 
I  rii!i-t  leave  Malaga  her  little  independence.  How  can  I  fail 
to  provide  for  the  future  of  the  only  woman  who  ha.s  under- 
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stood  nio?  MaliiLTii  think;;  nic  a  gre;it  in  on  I  Malaga  thinks 
me  haiul-nnicl  Malaga  may  perhaps  bo  faithless,  but  she 
would  go  through " 

"Tlirough  a  hooji  for  you,  and  fall  on  her  fwt  on  horse- 
bark !"'  said  Clementine,  sharplv. 

■'Oil.  you  do  not  know  Malaga,"  said  the  Taptain,  with 
deep  hittiTiiess.  and  an  ironical  look  which  made  Clementine 
uneasy  and  silent. 

"Farewell  to  the  young  trees  of  this  jovelv  Rois  de  Bou- 
logne, where  i'arisian  ladies  drive,  and  the  exiles  wander 
who  have  found  a  home  here.  I  knou  that  my  eyes  will 
never  again  >et'  the  green  trees  of  the  Allee  de  Mademoiselle, 
or  of  the  J{oute  dcs  Dames,  nor  the  acacias,  nor  the  cedar  at 
the  Ronds-points. 

"On  the  .\>iatic  frontier,  obedient  to  the  schemes  of  the 
great  Kmperor  1  have  chosen  to  be  my  master,  promoted 
perhaps  to  command  an  army,  for  sheer  courage,  for  con- 
stantly risking  my  life,  I  may  indeed  regret  the  Champs- 
Elysees  when-  you,  once,  made  me  take  a  place  in  the  car- 
riage, by  your  side — Finally.  I  shall  never  cease  to  regret  the 
severity  of  Malaga— of  the  Malaga  I  am  at  this  moment 
thinking  of."" 

This  was  said  in  a  tone  that  made  Clementine  shiver. 

"Then  you  love  Malaga  very  truly?"  she  said. 

"I  have  sacrificed  for  her  the  honor  we  never  sacrifict> " 

"Which  ?■' 

"l"hat  which  we  would  fain  pre>crve  at  .mv  cost  in  the 
eyes  of  the  idol  we  worship."" 

-After  this  speech  Thaddeus  kept  impenetrable  silence;  he 
broke  it  only  when,  a-  they  drove  down  the  Cbamps-Elysees, 
he  pointee  to  a  wooden  structure  and  said.  "There  {•^  the 
circus  I"" 

Before  their  last  dinner  he  went  to  the  Russian  Embassy 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  fnin  thenc.'  to  the  Minis' ry  tor  For- 
eign -MYairs.  and  he  .-tarted  for  le  Havre  next  ' lorning  be- 
fore the  Countess  and  Aiiam  were  up. 

"I  have  lost  a  friend. ""  said  .\dam.  with  tears  in  his  c^es. 
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:\<  hf  learned  that  (^ount  Paz  was  jronc  "a  friend  in  the 
'nil -I  M'list'  of  tile  word,  and  I  cannot  tliink  what  has  made 
ill  III  thr  from  my  house  a>  if  it  were  tlie  jilapiie.  We  are 
11"!  the  sort  of  friends  to  quarrel  over  a  woman,"  he  went 
I  11.  loiikinj:  full  at  Clementine,  "and  yet  all  he  said  ye.-t<T- 
.li\  iiliont  .Malaga^But  he  never  laid  the  tip  of  his  fin^'er  on 
ih.'  __'irl." 

"ilnw  do  you  know?"  asked  Clementine. 

'•\\V11.  I  was  naturally  curious  to  see  Mademoiselle  Tnr- 
ijict.  ami  tile  poor  girl  cannt  t  act'ount  for  Thaddcus'  ex- 
'iMnrilinary  reserve " 

'■'I'liat  i~  enoUidi,"  said  the  Countess,  guing  off  to  her  own 
ninin,  :ind  saying  to  herself,  '"1  have  surely  Ix'cn  the  victim 
il  .-.line  sublime  hoax." 

S\\f  had  scarcely  made  the  reflection,  when  Coii-tantine 
p!;hvd  in  her  hands  the  following  letter,  which  Thaddcus  had 
^■  riiwlcd  in  the  niffht : — 


¥- 


'■(  ocNTK.ss, — To  go  to  be  killed  in  the  Caucasus,  and  to 
i"  Ml-  the  burden  of  your  scorn,  is  too  much  ;  a  man  should  die 
i;.niintilated.  1  loved  you  from  the  first  time  I  saw  you,  as  a 
!i;:ni  loves  the  woman  he  will  love  for  ever,  even  when  she  is 
f;ii!ii!(s-: — I,  under  obligations  to  .\dam,  whom  you  chose  and 
i!;irriid — I.  so  jioor.  the  volunteer  steward,  devoted  to  your 
iiuii-i  hold.  In  this  dreadful  catastroplie  I  found  a  delightful 
'  v.t.r.cc.  To  i)e  an  indispensable  wheel  in  tlie  machine,  to 
I'.fAv  myself  useful  to  your  luxury  and  comfort,  was  a  source 
(if  j!.v  t'l  me:  and  if  that  joy  had  been  ket'n  when  .\dam  alone 
'■*  -  my  care,  think  what  it  must  have  been  when  the  woman 
i  '.V"r.;;ii[„.,i  was  at  once  ihe  cause  and  the  efTect  I  1  have 
r."Wii  all  the  joys  of  mntherhood  in  my  love:  and  I  accepted 
lifi'  "U  tlio-e  terms.  T.ike  the  begirars  on  the  highroads.  I  built 
!.'i;-(!f  a  hut  of  stones  on  the  skirts  of  your  beautiful  liiuue. 
!•  :i  uitlinut  holding  out  my  hand  for  alms.  I,  poor  and  iin- 
'■-■;■..  !iut  blinded  by  .Vdam's  happiness,  I  was  the  donor. 
^  I  -.   Villi   Were   liedL^ed    in   b\'   a    love  as   pure   as   that    uf  a 
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angel;  it  watched  while  you  slept:  it  caressed  you 
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with  a  look  as  vou  na--,!  hy;  il  wa-  -'a^l  -i.-nlv  to  exist;  in 
slioi-t,  V..U  wciv  thr  -un-hiiir  ys{  li.  ,r  tu  th.'  hapK-s  exile 
whu  is'iinw  writmu  P'  ymi.  \vitli  trars  in  hi-  rves,  a:,  he  re- 
calls ili<-  liai.i>iii<'>-  nf  tliii.-e  early  days. 

'"At  the  ai;c  of  I'i^Milnii.  willi  iin  (inc  In  1"V('  iiu',  I  had 
cluNuii  a>  an  id<M!  ini-tiv.~>  a  ehanniuK  woman  at  Warsaw, 
to  wlinni  I  ivt.rnd  all  my  tii.m-l,!>  and  my  wi-h>  -,  the  qumi 
of  niv  day.  and  niudus.  Tlii>  woman  knew  iiothin.i,'  of  it,  hut 
whyiiit'onn  hrr?     For  my  jiart,  wliat  1  lovfd  was  love. 

'•You  mav  fancy,  from  tln^  adsnitiir"  of  my  Ix.vli.io.l.  how 
luippv  I  was.  livinu^  within  the  -plimr  (d'  your  inlluence, 
groomii^tr  vour  iiorse.  piekiii.ix  out  new  -old  pieecs  for  your 
pur.-e.  suporintendinLT  the  spK'n<l"r  of  your  table  and  your 
entertainmrnt-.       ■inir  you  •■ciipv,'  fortunes  ^'reater  than  your 

own  bv  niv  ^;- I  maiia.-mnent.     ^'iih  what  7yx\\  did  I  not  nisli 

round"  Paris  when  Ailam  said  to  me.  'Thaddeus.  ifihe  wants 
this  or  that!"  It  was  one  of  tho^'  joys  for  wliich  there  are 
no  words.  Vou  ha\r  now  and  aL'am  wi,-hed  for  some  trifle 
within  a  certain  time  which  has  compelled  inc  to  f-ats  of  ex- 
pedition. (lrivin<.'  for  six  or  .even  hiiurs  in  a  <  alK  and  what 
hapjiincs.  it  ha-  been  to  walk  in  your  .erviee,  Wlieu  1  have 
watch,  d  you  smiliii,::  in  the  inid.t  of  your  flowers  without 
beintr  seen  bv  vou.  i  have  for.irotten  that  no  one  loved  me— 
in  simrt.  at  such  inoments  1  was  but  ei,i:hteen  a.ixain. 

••Sometime.-,  when  my  happiness  turned  my  brain,  I  would 
go  at  niirlit  and  kiss  the  spot  where  ymir  feet  had  left,  for  me, 
a  himin'ous  trace,  iu.-t  as  of  old  1  liad  stolen,  with  a  tliiefs 
miraculous  skill,  to  ki->  a  key  wliieh  (Vnitites.  I.adislas  liad 
touched  on  opeiiinii  ,i  door.  The  air  you  breathed  was  em- 
balmed ;  to  me  it  was  fr"<h  life  to  breathe  it:  and  1  felt,  as 
thev  sav  is  the  ca.e  in  the  troiues,  overwhe]?iied  hy  an  at- 
mo.^phere  surehari^i'd  wit li  creative  ehunents.  I  mu-t  tell  you 
all  these  things  io  account  for  the  strange  fatuilv  of  my  in- 
voluntarv  thought-^.  I  would  have  died  sooner  than  divulge 
niy  secret. 

"You  mav  ren:enib(>r  tho-e  few  days  when  you  were  cu- 
rious, when  vou   wanted   to  see  the  worker  of  the  wonders 
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liicli  liad  at  last  ?tnick  you  witli  >urpri<e.  I  believed — for- 
•,.•  me,  iiiadainc— I  iH-lievcd  that  vdii  would  love  me.  Your 
mliino^,  your  look- — intrrpivtcd  hy  a  lover — seemed 
aiiuiit  with  ^o  much  datijror  to  inc  that  I  took  up  Malaga, 
■  muiul'  that  thtTc  arc  lidisfjiis  which  no  womasi  can  for^''vo; 
innk  the  f:iri  up  at  the  moment  when  I  <aw  that  my  love 

-  ii;c\itahly  infectious.  Overwhelm  me  now  with  the  scorn 
;i;rh  \ou  |)ouri'd  Upon  me  so  freely  when  1  did  not  deserve 
.  iiiu  1  think  1  may  l)e  cpiite  sure  that  if,  on  the  evening 
ii.  n  your  aunt  took  the  Count  out,  I  hail  said  what  I  have 
■".•  wriltcn,  having  once  said  it   1  ,-hould  have  been  like  the 

1;.    liu'er  who  has  at  last  set  his  teeth  in.  living  tlesh,  and 

,  I  .-cents  warm  blood.     .     .     . 


i{0night. 

'1  could  write  no  more,  the  memory  of  that  evening  was 

.vidi     Vcs,  I  was  then  in  a  delirium  I     I  saw  expectancy 

.'iir  eyes;   victory    and   its   crimson    l)anners    may   have 

ii  ;  111  il  in  mine  and  fascinated  yours.     ^ly  crime  was  to  think 

•  .•■".:  things — and  perhaps  wrongly.  You  alone  can  he  judge 
'■:  ::;a;  fearful  scene  when  I  succeeded  in  crushing  love,  desire, 
•■;.■  inn-r  stupendous  forces  of  maidiood  undiT  the  icy  l\and 
■  :'  Lraiiiude  which  must  be  eternal.  Your  terrible  scorn 
;i:;!.i.-hcd  me.  You  have  showed  me  that  neither  disgust  nor 
.'  'i  Jiipt  can  ever  be  got  over.  I  love  you  like  a  nuidman. 
1  ii.!,-t  have  gone  away  if  .\dam  had  died.  There  is  all  the 
t::'ip'  reason  since  .\(lam  is  saved.  I  did  not  snatch  my  friend 
:':''iii  the  grave  to  i)etray  him.  .\nd.  indeed,  my  departure 
>  ''!!■  due  punishment  for  the  thought  that  came  to  me  that 
1  wiiiild  let  hill'  die  when  the  physicians  said  his  life  depended 

•  !;  iiis  attendants. 

■"Farewell,   madame;   in   leaving   Paris   T   lose  everything, 
;/  you  lose  nothing  in  parting  with  yours  most  faithftdly, 

"TiTAnDEfS  P.\z." 


'■1 


'"if  !ny  jioor  .\dam  says  he  has  lost  a  frii'nd.  what  have  I 
-!?'"  iho'iLdit    rictniiitinc,  -itting  dejected,  with  her  eyes 
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TJiis  is  tho  note  wliidi  Constantino  dflivorod  privately  to 
his  master: — 

"My  deah  Mitgislas,— Malaga  has  told  mo  all.  For  the 
sake  of  your  happiness  ncvn-  let  a  word  r-^cap.-  von  in  Ch'- 
nientine's  presence  a-  to  y(»iir  vi>iis  to  the  eireiis-rider :  let  her 
still  believe  that  Malaria  eost  in.'  a  hundred  thonsand  francs. 
With  the  ("mintess"  eharaeter  she  will  not  forjrive  yon  either 
yonr  losses  at  j)lay  or  your  visits  to  Mahiirn. — I  am  not  </.o- 
ing  to  Khiva,  but  to  the  Caueasns.  I  have  a  fit  of  spleen, 
and  at  th,-  pace  I  mean  to  go.  in  three  months  I  shall  he 
Prinee  Paz.  or  dead.  Farewell;  though  I  have  drawn  .si.xty 
thousand  franr.-  out  of  Nueingen's,  we  are  <|uits. 

'"TlIADDEUS." 

"Idiot  that  I  am!  T  ver\  nearly  hetraved  invself  jus  w 
by  speaking  of  the  circus-rider !"'  said  Adam  to  him.^elf. 

Thaddens  has  been  gone  three  years,  and  the  papers  do 
not  as  vet  mention  any  Prinee  Paz."  Countess  Laginski  takes 
a  keen  interest  in  the  Fmperor  Xichola-"  expeditions;  she  is 
a  Russian  at  heart,  and  reads  with  avi,lity  all  the  news  from 
that  country.  Onee  or  twice  a  year  >lie  'savs  to  the  Ambas- 
sador, with  an  atVectation  of  inditference.  "Do  30U  know  what 
has  become  of  our  poor  friend  Pax?" 

Alas!  most  Parisian  women,  keen-eved  and  subtle  as  they 
are  supposed  to  be.  pas.  by— and  alwa,\s  will  pass  bv_sneh 
an  one  as  Paz  without  observing  him.'  Yes.  more  than  one 
Paz  remains  misnndcr-KHMl ;  but.  fearful  tliought  !  .^orne  are 
misunderstood  even  when  they  are  loved.  The  sitnpl-t 
ttonuin  in  the  world  re.piires  iome  little  coxcombrv  in  th^ 
greatest  man;  and  tli.  most  heroic  love  counts  for' nothing 
if  it  is  uncut:  it  ne.  I.  the  arts  of  the  polisher  and  the 
jeweler. 

In  the  month  of  January  1842  Countess  LaginsVI.  beauti- 
fied  by  gentle   melan.'holy.    inspired   a    mad    jia-^^ion   in   the 
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Puinte  >]o  la  PjilfrriiH',  one  of  tin-  must  niularini's  bucks  of 
l';iT-!-  at  tliis  (lay.  T-a  Palfi'Tiiic  iindcr-tood  tho  ditTlculty  of 
I  I'.jUfriiiix  a  woman  ;:iiar(lc(l  l)y  a  rliiniera:  to  triumph  over 
:':.'.-  !..\viiiliinL'  wnniaii.  hi'  tnistod  to  a  ^iirjirisp,  and  to  the 
;-->!, iiic  of  a  woman  who.  hcitiLT  a  little  jealous  of  Clenicn- 
•!,.■.  wmilil  lend  herself  lo  plot  i!ie  chances  of  the  adventure. 

(  !''"t:riii  ine,  iiicapahle  with  all  her  wit  of  suspertinjr  such 
:n::itiiry,  was  so  inipnn'  nl,  as  to  <:o  with  this  fal.se  friend 
■  ■  !!,r  marked  l)all  at  the  upcra.  .\t  ahout  three  in  the  mom- 
!  _'.  '.inied  ,iway  hy  the  excitement  of  the  hall.  Clementine. 
;"' r  whom  [.,a  i'alferiiie  had  exhausted  himself  in  atti'ntion;^, 
. 'i!-, tiled  to  su|i  with  him.  and  wa<  irettinjr  into  the  lady's 
'  .irriap'.  At  this  critical  moment  sh>  was  seized  hy  a  strong 
i:::'.  and  in  spite  of  her  cries  ]daced  in  her  own  carriasre, 
■..'  '■'  h  ua-  staiidiiii,^  with  the  door  open,  though  she  did  not 
:  '    '^'  that    it    was  waiting. 

"Ill  !ia-  not  l"ft  Paris  I"  she  exclaimed,  recognizing  Thad- 
'•'.-.  '.<■  lio  ran  otV  wlu'ii  he  saw  the  carriage  drive  away  with 
•':■   ''"untess. 

!1  id  rver  another  woman  such  a  romance  in  her  life? 

'  !i'"ii.'ntine  is  always  hoping  to  see  Paz  again. 


I'W'.'M,  January  1842. 
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INTRODUCTION* 


I    sill,-  Miroutt  was  fir.-t  printed  in  /,r  Mcssai/fr,  Aujrust  2") 

>.  [iicnihcr 'j;!.  ISll.     It  Wiis  issued  in  two  vdI.iiiu's  in  184',^. 

I"  I- l->.  divi(i(>d  into  two  |iiirt<  instead  (d"  th.' orij,'inal  twenty- 

'  Milpters.  it  entered  the  "Scene-  de  !a  \'ie  de  I'rovincc"  of 

:        I'nnieilie  Humaine."'     The  hem  and  heroine  reappear  in 

"i'l   itrix.  "    and    the    I'ornier    i^    nieinioned    in    '"Le    Hal    de 

>  '.'iix."  in  which  some  id'  his  lehitives  (i^'un'.     The  Minoret 

:i  due-  mil  reappear,  nor  does  (loujid.     Several  of  the  minor 

■  >':., i\rr-  are  familiar  per>onai:es  of  the  "Coinedy."' 

M'l.-sii/iilld.  J)oni  was  issued  in  con  junction  with  'Tne  Fille 

'.  i.>'  ""  in  \KV.),  a  l'ra;:mcnl  havin^r  lici  ti  previou.-ly  published 

::  /.  (  I'niiici'  Muslnili'.  Auiru.-i  ■■i').  \y.'>',K     lii  ISii)  it  formed 

;■  .'■  "f  the  "Livre  (Ics  l>ouleurs."    In  IMt.,  a  ilh  its  four  ohap- 

■  ;-  -  ippressed,  it  entered  the  "fttudes  IMiilosophifiues"  of  the 

•    'iifdy."     TJie  hero  and  liennne  ]>\n\  a  heneiicent  part  in 

■ ''Mihara."      For  W'lulramini  see  *"Facino  Cane."     'I'he  two 

:■  -■  r-  are  mentioned  in  ''Alht  rt  Savarus." 

!  '  I'niiiir  flit  Hard  dr  hi  Mcr  wa^  tir«t  puhlished  in  1835 
:i  ;'ii'  '■f:tudes  Philosophicjups."  In  \M?\  as  'T-a  Justice 
!'i' nu'lle."  it  was  reissued  nith  "La  Muse  du  Df'jtartement" 
••  '  -tlicr  stories.  In  ISlC,  with  its  former  title  restcred,  it 
:.  '  i-i'd  t!ie  philosojihica!  section  of  the  "Cotnedy."  Louis 
!•  ;::in  rt  !s  supfiosed  to  write  it  for  the  lieneth  of  his  uncle. 
i       .1  r.-fereiice  to  Cainhrciuer,  see  "■Healri.v." 

/.  \i,h,r,jf  liouije  appeared  tirst  in  the  Rr.i  .w  de  Puris,  Au- 
-^  -  '"  and  •■>':,  IbM.  In  \s■^•^  u  entered  the  "Xouveaux 
''■'!i'''S  l'liilos(){)hi(jUes":  in  IS.'ir  the  ••r:tudes  Philo- 
.-  ;iiiijUes";  in    l.sK!  tlie  "Comedy."     It  was  at  tirst  divided 

•Copyriglit,  I'.iOO,  l.y  Tlunniis  Y.  CrowpU  <t  Cumi>aiiy. 
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X  INTHODICIION 

int.)  fivf  fiiirf-.  fiiiiilly  n.lii.r.l  tn  iw,,  a^  .11  jinwnt.  Tailicfcr 
liMsiipiMiiiv.l  111 '-La  l'r:iu  .Ir  Chii-rm.- .111,1  he  Mild  lii.-dnugh- 
tn-  will  li;,'un   in  "L,.  IVrc  (ioriui."] 


•i?ui.    llii<    vfjir.    tlic    iiK.-t    hfjiutil'iil    [H.iv    ,,f    work    (/-■ 
/'/m.s'    /;(■/    ,,itn;i;/r)     i>    frsulr    Min>ii,l."       S,)     wrote     iJ.il. 
y.iiv  to  Minr.   Ilanska  early  111   ISJ-J.  haviivi:  rcl'.TctKv  doui.i- 
less   to    liis   product ioii>   ,,{    isn.      ||is    jiidt:iiieiit    was    not 
Jit    fault,    wlicthcr   or    not    wo    accept    unreM'rvedlv    his    pre- 
\ious    statement    that    lie    had    written    the    stnry    in    twentv 
days.       'Trsule    Min.uet"    is    one    of    the    most    iieautiful 
Works   in   the  whole   "( 'onicly."   and    i>   as   w.irthv   of  heing 
read  hy  youn^'  girls  to-day  as  it  was  of  heinu'  (ledicated  to  it> 
author's   niece.      How    far    Balzac   conMiou.-ly  endeav(,red  to 
avoid   the   slou<rh  of  illicit   love   m    which   so   many   Frencli 
novelists  have  stuck  fast  is  a  matter  of  no  ;:reat  consequonce. 
lie  had  avoided  it  in  '•Pierrette."  dedicated  the  year  before  to 
another  youni,'  girl,  just  as  he  liad  avoided  it  years  previously 
in  the  '-Cure  de  Tours."      {'..inir  a  -reat   arti>t    h.'  was  not 
likely  to  introduce  incongruous  cleiiients  into  his  work,  and  in 
the  three  stories  just  named,  and  in  otl,ei>  that  miirht  be  cited. 
illicit  love  would   have  been  an  incoii'.'riious  element.     With 
the  iarper  part  of  his  work  it  was  not   inconirnious.  and  he 
doubtless  saw  enouirh  of  it  in  the  life  armiiid  him.     Still,  jii4 
a.";  he  pave  deliberate  and  five  \cnt  to  his  sei>-uon-  nature  in 
the  "Droll  Stories."  so  he  m.iy  have  piven  deliberate  and  free 
vent  to  the  purer  and   in.,rc  refined  side  of  his  character  in 
these  novels  dedicate.l    lo  yoniiir   L'irls,   particularlv  as  thev 
were  written  at  a  period  when  the  inllueiice  of  his  love  for 
-Alme.  Ilanska  was  stromr  upon  liim. 

Be  all  tlii-.  as  it  mav.  it  has  been  evident  to  manv  read,  r- 
tiiat  in  "rrsule  Mirouct"'  and  in  'Tierrette"  Balzac's  genius 
took  a  more  specificallv  Kngli~h  tin-,'  than  anvwhere  else  in 
the  "Comedy."'     Both  stories  please  Knglish  readers,  and  both 
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l.'ilii.  bolli  (Iciil  iiiaiiilv  with  ciianuiiis  iii  the  loucr  and  iiinl'llf 
v»,iik.>  of  lift',  botli  |»ii>li  the  (li-ciiiitinii-  <>{  vuioii.-  p.Tsoiia;.'.'- 
.i!iiiii.-t  to  llif  jiomt  of  carHNitiir.'.  If  ilii>  point  liad  liccii 
|M-.-ci],  ami  if  iiioiv  Miitiiiiciitalily  and  liuninr  had  liciii  intid- 
'iuMil.  the  iVfeiiibhuiic  witli  l)ickvn-."  work  would  havi'  hi'.'n 
^ilii  more  strikiiij.'. 

Hal  it  IS  not  Weil  to  push  tliis  cnii.parison  too  far.     Hal/.ar 
!-  >iill  a   Frciichinaii  and  still  his  ininiitablc  si'lf  in  "(r.-ule 
Mirnuci."       Mr     is     not     the     j:rcat     Halzac     (d'     ••Kui.'(''ni(' 
<;raiiil(t"  and  "iVrc  (ioriot."  or  tho  almost  tt'rriblc  Halzac  of 
'•('mi!>iiic  Hcttc,"  but  he  has  ))nt  just  enough  of  his  genius 
■i'"  'li''  story  to   make  it   ri.-c   in   man-    respects  above  the 
.1'..  r,i<r,.  i,f  his   novels,   and   this,    if    it    be   tnn'.   i-   savin"  ii 
r"!   ili'id.      His   study   of    Xeniours    and    it>   l)our-fois   in- 
li.il>!!.iiits  is  most  thorou<,'ii^'oin<:,  the  towji  furnishinj:  a  iu'tter 
ti.i  K,:roun(l.    seeniin^rly,    than     Sauinur    does     in    •'Kugenio 
•■r.indet."     There  arc   some  excellently   drawn   characters — 
:ii!p'i.-'  thcni  old   Dr.   Miiioret.  the  Abbe  Claperoii,  .Minoret- 
L.u-ault  and  his  wife  Zelie,  and  Mine,  de  rortenduere.     The 
n  iiwrse  of  the  stupid  miscreant.  Minoret-Levrault.  is  well  de- 
-ri!"d      The  preoccupation  of  the  townspeople  in  the  fate  of 
I'-    Miiioret's  prop(>rty  is  not  mncli  L'reater  than  that  of  the 
T'  I'i.  r    There  an>  fine  .scenes.  osp(>eially  that  in  which  Mme. 
ill    I'ortenduere  will  not  embrace  her  son  until  he  has  sworn 
ill  In-  (lc;i(l  father's  cliamiter  that  the  family  honor  has  not 
1"  n  -i-riously  tarnished,  and  that  other  in   which  Ursule  is 
v.i:!iii:  logive  u[)  Savinieii.  but  not  the  clianc(>  of  getting  him 
"'■'■'  "I  prison.      In  .-liort,  an  admirer  of  this  novel  could  fur- 
i.>h  many  good  reasons  for  his  admiration,  although  he  would 
i'     ii.inl   ]irc>sed    if  he   undertook   to   show   that   it   is   thor- 
"■-■'iiy  great.      It   contains  an   abundance  of  good   material 
«|  i  handled,  but  it  does  not  move  on  a  continuously  high 
piaii.'. 
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Sprrific  criticiprll^  of  an  iiiif.iviii;iblc  riaiun   1i.im\  of  cotir-i', 
bocii  iiiiidc  ajraiii^t  it.     It-  luT'iiiir  lui-  Imi  n  .1,  rlainl  iiiina! 
a  point  op  \vlii(  h  We  liavr  already  ,-aii|  -oiuiilnn;:  m  cmn' i 
tion  uiih  "Ivi;,'!'!!!!'  (IraniK't."  I  r>uli-.  it  i.~  lo  Im-  notiml,  i-  n- 
liHTcl}   a    I'rtiicli  ^iil.  and  liiii.-  Iitlle  lil.t  1\    lo  li.'  a|i|ir('ciatr  i 
liy    nadi'i,-,    fiiaiiiori'd    of    aiiotlirr    t\|if    "\'    lurninr.    .-he 
al.-o  an  orplian  rcari'd  liy  old  nicn.  and  ilin-  -he  natiiralh  •  . 
luliits  at  tlii'ir  lic!|:lit  tlif  virtiir^  iiuiiKaiid  in  In  r.     Vet  all. 

all    -lie    has    Tlol     a    little    Ulll    of    her    o\\Ii     \',h|eh    -!le    -lloU>    nil 

ino-c  than  one  ixrasion  —  a.~.  I'or  example,  when  -he  make-  ih.. 
Doctor  lake  her  with  him  to  I'.iri-.  1 1'  her  iniience  iind.  r 
the  per-ccntion-  of  (i.nijiil  -eem-  te..  nmej;  ■.  ii  mn-i  he  r^- 
incinliered  that  the  jialieiil  wom.nt  h.e-  Im  m  ;i  liieiMi'v  tvp- 
hinci'  the  d.i\s  of  I'.tieeaceio.  mid  tliat  I'.al/ai-  h.id  a  iii,dit  i^ 
iittcmjit  a  variation  of  ii.  He  i-  |ierh,i|i-  nioie  lo  he  re- 
l)roaelied  for  ;:i\ine-  jur  a  rallier  iiiinilere-iiii;:  loVer,  ulm 
novitrlliele.-s  -ati>rie-  collie  eriiie,-.  and  for  liniiL^in,::  deun  ujioii 
jjoor  i)e.-iri'  a  fate  he  certainly  did  nni  di  -er\e. 

Dii.-ire'.s  fate  wa.-  foretold  hy  the  piianiom  of  liie  old  Doctor 
— a  fact  which  exposes  IJal/ac  to  tin'  ehar;:e  of  holdim:  thai 
God  Inirls  one  -oiil  t<i  destruction  in  order  to  leai  h  nther  soui^ 
a  lesson,  and  which  al>o  rai>e-  the  ipC-i.  ^  ,\  ipi  ii,.i-  .  he  siijie:'- 
natural  pnrtions  of  the  .-tory  are  in  phne  or  widl  handled. 
The  conversion  of  the  ei-<levaiit  I'hihi^^njihi  i-  pi'ihaps  de- 
fonsihle  on  the  eroiinds  the  ni'vclj-t  as,-i;.'-ns  in  expjanation  of 
it,  althoii.uh  something:  may  he  .-aid  on  ihe  other  -hie.  Malzac 
v.-as  <.'reat!y  interested  in  e\er\  ihiiii.'  oe(  nit — a  preddeetion  he 
seems  to  liave  inherited  fiom  hi-  ninther.  with  whom  he  wa- 
accii-iomed  to  attend  >piritiiali.-tie  si''an(e-.  lie  \^a-  not  aho\e 
ooiisnlling  fortune-tclL'r-.  as  we  know  from  a  letter  to  .Miiie. 
Ilanskii  written  ahoiit  the  time  •■rr-ule  Mirom't"  wa:-  puie 
lished.  His  nse  of  the  >uperiiaiiiral  wa>  prohaidv.  therefon>. 
not  factitious,*  and  il  .-hould  hardiv  olVend  le.-idi'r-  who  live  in 
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l!i.-(    (l:i\-  cif  li\  |iii(itiMii   .i!mI   ihf   Socifiv   f'lr   I'-vfhical    Ro- 

■   '■      •'^'ill   ("f  iii.iiis   I'T  u-  It   Wdiild  (|.)iil)tli'.-s  liavi-  Ix-oti 

.     ..  .i!i!i  ■   li.ni   l'.,i|/,ir  II. r   sin->M'(l  i'ms  ( Icnic'iit  of  his  story. 

I:.    111. -ii.t  I  ;-in  uill  j..i".  I.iit  ii..r   1  ii.' a|.j.,iril  Kiii^.     We  couM 

'•  !""•  "iili  -"'II.'  <.l"  111-  ,  ii.>..nf.-.  >u(  li  as  that  iiitidoKs 

'  '■'   iMii~,i';  iiih!  u.>  llii'l  a  tVu'  .it'  ill.'  Iiii«iin':>  transac- 

.-  I   111,11  k.ilil.-  ii>  ih.iM'  ..f   Mai--.irit   iii  "l.a   h'cclicrclic 

\i'-.'lu';   I. Ill    wii.ii    u,.   \ui\r   -ill. I   uiir   u.)r-t.   \v.'   inu-t 

•''-'■  'liai    \r\\    III. ire  u  li.il.'-.iiii.'  and  cliariiiui..'  stories 

■  ..  I   I"  .■!!  w  rilt.ti-      We  liavf  all.  a.lv  citiff-^rd  tliut  it  is 

■"  -'■'••'I  •!-  I'   1-  a.liiiiralilc.  Imt  miivIv  lial^a.'  has  cnoujrh 

.':'  i'  l..i.k-  1. 1  hi-  rrcilil. 

"■|  '-i:l''  Mir..u.!"  <-.iiitai!is  a  t'.'W  ;.'o(iiI  |)a;.'cs  drvotcil  t.i 
•  :;-i.-.  ■■Mav-iiiiilla  hoiii"  ha-  a  ur.'at  many,  lialza.'  wrot"' 
'''■'''•    ll.iii-ka   thai   hi'  f.aiv.l  tli.'  lall.T  \v.,rk  u.ud.!  he  little 

■ '•  ''II'  I  ha!  ill  li\.'  v.'ar-  it  w.uihl  lie  appD'ciatcil  "as 

'•'•till  I'Nidi.  ati.ai  <it'  th.'  iii.).-t  sahih'  xrri'ts  (il>'s  plus  in- 

</./'.'-/<>  I  ..!' ih.' ail."     II.' (..iiijiK-iiii.mI  of  the  <:reat  laitor 

"'■  !■■"!  -["■"!  "II  it  an. I  -il.iiiihara."  ..f  his  Ion;:  studies  uikKt 

:i  ..iii-iiinnialc  niii-i.i.in  ;  hin  h,-  ii.hl.'.l  hitcr  that  he  had  never 

■•  -  iii  aiiMhiii,;..-  ,-.>  nun  h  a-  this  paLre  of  inytlioloL'v  ( pa'J<: 

.'■'■ill'  ).  hi.iiiiM.  ih,.  jiiMJi  i-  \rrv  (liM'iily  hiiried  under  the 

'■■  '■'".^•"       ".■  [in.I.'i.iv   .ii,-.ii:t   |,y   i:,,     -Micnifnt   liith-  tiiore 

'h.il    ••Mas.-iniilla    i»oni"'   is  his   most    siihih'  e.\[)ositioa 

'■'   ""•   !'i'''i   .l.iiiiinatin.i:   "Le   Cliid'   .rd'liivre    hiconmr'   and 

'■''■i''i*''":i""     'ii''  id. 'a  lliat  lAe.'ss  of  pow.T  is  fatal  to  artistic 

'"    '!'■'•      '111!-  iiica   i-  applii'd  t.>  passion  more  than  t.)  art 

Mi-imilla  iLmi"  uiih  a  result  that  may  dissatisfv  somc^ 

-.   hilt    vMth   l.uich,.-  that  can   hardly  fail  f)  pl.'a.<<'  ad- 

•  r  ih.'  "|)r..il   Si.iri,.<"'  and  of  Hyron.      F..r  it   i-  tli.' 

■  r  •ii.ppo"— iir   if  you   will,  of  .Miissi't   an.i   (Icor::.' 

'h,.!    f..riii>  I  he  all  ractiv.-  haekLfroniid  .if  "Massimilia 

I'nr  .111.'  pcr<..ii  wh.i  ciij.iy.-  ih.'  piiilosophv  of  the  story 

<  ■'  •:...  .miIjIIl-  mii-i.al  .lenient — it  will  he  noted  that  in  these 
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tcilos  Balzac  IjikI  tlio  foumlatioiis  ol'  tlu'  "inu>ica!  novol"— !,ri 
liroljal)ly  will  iiijnv  iho  iiiarvrluiis  skill  with  which  \'eiietiaii 
life  i?  (It'piii.d  ;iii(i  the  Italian  character  analyzed.  The  true 
Jialzacian  is  inclined  tn  tliiidv  that  the  nia.-ler  has  eiiuah  d 
Stendhal  nn  Steiidlial's  ow  n  duniain.  ')m  the  ni her  hand. critir- 
liave  admitted  that  they  cduld  not  trniy  >ay  that  thcv  ••njoyi'd 
r>alzac"s  incnr>inn  into  the  terriiory  of  a  wi'iter  whom  lie  ad- 
mired, and  whum.  Iiy  the  way.  he  \\;i-  ri  idiiiLr  jn.-t  about  f"- 
time  ■"Massimilia""  was  written.  We  niav  leave  the  questiop 
in  aheyance  with  the  remark  that  Ualzae's  joiirnevs  to  Italv 
and  his  rini>ieal  studies  surely  enahled  him  to  writ(>  some  ad- 
mirahle  p.-.ires  in  this  novelette,  whieh  ( I'lilains  not  a  character 
(hat  is  not  drawn  with  remarkahle  .-kill.^'' 

"1,  n  Drame  an  linnl  de  la  Mer"  and  ••l/.\idier;:e  Rouge" 
will  demand  hut  a  word.  'J'he  former  i,-  almost  as  powerful 
i\?-  '"La  'iraiide  jireteche."  and  is  nolahli'  for  its  deserij)ti(in  of 
a  part  of  I'raiKe  that  ,trreatly  attracted  Ilalzae's  iniajrinatimi. 
The  latter  is  a  verv  snhth'  variation  from  the  nni-nial  tale  of 
mysteriou.-  murder.  It  is  philo>ophical  in  that  it  suggests 
nice  melaphviea!  ipie-tiims.  hut  it  seem-;  ;o  he  clever  rather 
than  great,  although  it  is  a  strong  study  of  the  elTects  of  re- 
morse. 

W.  ['.  Tfu-.VT. 


•  It  is  not  clc-iir  wli.i  the  k;hr(>wil  Fniicli  physiciiiti  i=.     It  \'..\^  ticon  siiKRcsted  that 
Biil/.ac  I  \iir('s-o>  tii>  (mii  (i].iui(j:is  tl.r(iiii,'li  liim. 


(Vnl.  VI) 


I 


'JRSULH  MIROUET 

To  ..'■'■/  i/wisr'ij,'   .- nphic   SurrUle. 

U  is  a  rwil  plonsuro.  my  ilcar  iiifco.  to  (lc<licat(>  to  you  a  book 
"!'  »\lii(li  the  stilijcft  ami  the  details  have  fraiiit'd  the  approliation 

-'■  ililliiiilt  to  s(>ciirf-uf  a  yiMiii;:  iriii  to  whom  the  worM  is  as 
y.'t  miluiiiwn.  ami  who  will  malio  no  compromise  witli  tlie  liitih 
piiiK  :p!i's  (!;'rive<l  from  a  pious  eilm-ation.  Yoii  yoiiii;:  ;:irls  are 
a  piihljc  to  he  dreaded:  yon  oiiirhf  never  to  he  suffered  to  read  any 
l""k  l.'-s  pm-e  than  yonr  own  imre  smils.  and  ymi  are  forbidden 
ii-rt;iiTi  books,  just  as  you  are  no;  allowed  to  s 'e  society  as  it 
r<:iliy  is.  Is  it  not  eiiou«li.  then,  to  mal<e  a  writer  proud,  to  know 
ti.iit  lie  lias  satistied  you?  Heaven  L'rant  that  affe<>tion  may  not 
Imv,.  misliMl  you:  Wlio  c.'in  say?  The  future  oidy.  whi<l.  you, 
1  anil.',  will  see,  though  he  may  uot,  who  is  your  uncle 
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PART  I 

THE     IIEIUS     IX     ALARM 

A-  -I or  enter  Xcinours  enminir  from  Piiri>.  voii  om-:-:  the 
'I'l'  of  the  LoiriL'.  wluise  banks  form  a  rural  rainjiart  to 
"'■  I'p'lty  'little  town,  and  afl'ofil  inan\'  |iicnirer(|;i.'  ua!!;-. 
>  Ti.'.-  ls;i(i.  unfortunately,  many  !iou>es  have  i"  en  liuiii  li - 
'-:'■!  ilie  lindire.  If  this  >ul»url)  increa>e-,  ihe  a,-])rcl  of  tlic 
'•^wi;  will  lose  much  of  In  attractive  oriLnnalitx . 

i'>;it  in  ls-.*!t  tho  country  on  each  side  of  the  road  Inv  open, 
ii'  !  tiie  yiostmaster,  a  tall,  burly  man  of  ahout  .-i.\tv,  as  he 
!•.':   ■!!  tlie  highest  point  of  ilu'  Ijriil.ije  one  line  mornin^^  coi'.Jd 

(1) 


1   I 


I' 

if; 


T'Ksn.i:  MiKorirr 


J 


fominanil   a   vifW   of   wiiat    he   Wdiihl    tiavr   calliMl    a    nbboii- 
road. 

The  mniitli  of  Scptrrntirr  wa-  lavi-iiiiiL;-  il~  wi-aliii.  '\\^^■ 
atiiio-[ili(Tr  "luivori'd  with  luat  al)"\o  llio  irra--  ami  stoiir-, 
not  a  cloud  tlcckod  ilio  ithor'Ni!  IiIih',  "I'  nlii(li  tin'  vi\ii 
traii>[iari'iii'V  \va-  imiform  to  the  vcrv  li'iri/.nn.  -liowiiiu'  l!i" 
cxtrciiii'  rarity  nf  lln-  a'r.  Indi'id.  M  niori  i-l-i  \  raiilt.  l!:' 
poStllia.-ttT  in  lUK'^tioll.  \V;|-  nMiurd  t"  -liaui-  iii-  CVr-  \vii!i 
iiis  hand  n.it  to  lir  i|nitc  d.i/zli  d.  Out  of  p,;i  icino  with  waM- 
inp.  h(^  looked  now  ;it  tlio  lovcls  nifadnwr-  s|iri'ailii!._;  a'Any  !•. 
the  ri;:lit.  wlioro  jii-  aftrr-crop  \va~  upiuiim  apair.  and  n -'a 
at  the  drnscly  woodnl  hill-  to  ilic  loft,  -tri'liiiin.:  from  N- 
moiirs  to  Bonron  And  in  tlio  vallcv  of  tin'  l.oin_'.  whore  tli' 
noises  on  tlio  road  (ana-  hai-k  cchnod  from  ihr  hill,  ho  coiiid 
hear  the  pdlop  of  hi-  own  hor.-e-.  and  the  craokinLT  of  \\.> 
po-tilions"  w  hi|i-. 

Could  any  one  hut  a  po-tnia-Ier  iret  out  of  paiionee  wit'i 
pazinj:  at  a  field  f\dl  id'  rattle,  such  a-  I'aul  Potter  panitci. 
under  a  .-ky  worthy  of  IJaphael.  hv  a,  laiial  o\erhi:;i--  wit'; 
trees,  like  a  ])icture  hv  Ilcihhcma':'  Any  one  who  know- 
Neinours.  know-  th;c  nature  tliere  i-  a-  henal  il'iil  a<  an. 
wlio>e  mi  — ion  it  ;  o  -piritualize  miture:  ihe  land-cape  tluTc 
has  idea-,  and  -u,i:,L'e-t-  thoughts. 

Still,  on  ^eciIll.'•  Mmnri  t-l-evrar,lt.  an  arti-1  wouhl  ha\>' 
left  his  phiee  to  ,-kclch  'hi-  country  town-man:  he  wa-  -' 
ori^rinal  hv  sheer  fon  e  k^{  lieiiiLT  common.  Ci. 'chine  all  li.'' 
characteristic-  of  tlie  hrute  and  yon  .i:ct  ("alihan,  wh," 
eenainly  is  a  irreat  cre;itioi;.  Where  matter  predominate-, 
.sentiment  end-.  'I'he  postmaster,  a  livitcj-  jn-onf  id'  tlr- 
axiom,  had  one  id'  ;hn-e  eountcminces  in  which  the  -toil  n: 
finds  it  hard  to  di-cern  the  -oul  throuudi  the  violent  purii' 
hues  of  the  coar-cl\  dc\e!oped  llc,-h.  His  little  Imreil  hi 
cap  with  a  peak,  tilti'd  c!o-elv  to  a  iiead  so  hiiu'c  a-  to  prow 
that  (iair.s  sci<>n<-c  'd'  phrenoloiry  has  not  vi^t  de.-dt  with  t::- 
exceptions  to  Ids  rnh  -.  The  -liininLT  L^ray  hair,  which  forme.l 
a  frin^^e  to  t!ie  cap.  shdwed  that  white  liairs  ma\  lie  I'l" 
result  of  otiier  eau.-es  than  overuorked  hrains  or  severe  grief. 
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',:i'l:i'  '  ;ir>  wrvi-  alinii-!  Inir-iin^:  rouiiil  tho  cclEro?  from  tlip 

-■  "f     ")  aliiiiiil.iiii   liNiud.  which  -crmi'i]  rcadv  to  spurt 

:•  r  III!'  >ii:;i!li'-i  cxcrl  ion.     Hi-  coinplcxioii  showed  pur- 

'"''•li'~  i:ii<lir  ;i   hmwii   |ii,LMtii'!M.  the  rt'-iill   of  constant 

-'IT''  t"  the  -nil.      Hi-  i:ray  eves,   iv-tlcvs  and  deep  set, 

■  'I    under  two   Mack   Im-hc-   o1"  cvchrow.   were   like  the 

'!'  ihc  Kalmuck-  -ecu  in  I'aris  in  ]>]:,-.  if  they  glistened 

'."\    ilnii.    It    loiild    "idy    he    nnder   the    inlliiemv   of   a 

-  ;:-  idea.     His  no-c,  -(piat  at  the  ha-c.  took  a  sudden  turn 
••  ihe  foot  nf  a  ki'iile.     Thick  li])-  harinf>niz('d  with  an 

-'  di-LTii-tin;:  donhle  chill.  roiiLdi  with  the  stnhhle  of  a 
!    -ha\e(l    >caree]y   twic,.  a   week,   which   nihl.H'd.   a   dirty 

'■  into  a  .-late  of  worn  strinL:-.  a  verv  short  neck,  in 
"I'  fat.  and  piiify  cheek-.  eoiiij)lete(l  this  iniaj:<'  of  stupid 
^:!i.  -i'(-h  a-  -ciilptors  L'ive  t,,  their  caryatides.     M'lnoret- 

:.■!  wa-;  like  one  n\'  iho-e  -iatiie<.  with  tlie  difference 
v'l'T  -support   sonlethinL^  while  he  had  enouirh  to  do  to 

■;     hilM-elf. 

:  "ill  meet  with  many  an  .Atlas  like  liim.     The  man's 

■I-  a   lui-e   hlo,k.   a   hull   standiiiL'-  on   his  hind   Icl's. 

!   afms  terminated   in  thick,  hard   hand-,  broad  and 

.   ipt  at  wieldiiii:  the  V  hip.  tlie  ndn-.  and  the  pitehfork, 

-  V.  hich  were  no  joke  ill  the  eyes  of  his  postilions.  The 
■  -  -lomach  of  till.-  i^iant  re-ted  on  lej:s  as  thiek  as  the 
''  a  fiill-LTow  n  ma.n.  and  fccf  like  an  elephant's.  T?a<re 
'  doiihi   rare   in   thi.-   man,   hut   when   it  broke  out   it 

:  ■"•  terrible.  apo[ilectic.  'i'liouLdi  he  was  violent  and 
-  •!'■  o|  rclicction.  the  man  had  done  nothing'  to  justify 
!i:-ter  threats  of  hi-  apjiearaiice.  When  any  one  trem- 
l:o  .iriant.  hi-  po-t-boys  would  sav,  "Oh,  he  i.s  not 
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■Ma-tir"  of  \eni(Uirs.  to  make  nse  of  an  aI)!)reviation 

•I  ill  many  eountrie-.  wore  a  shooting'  jacket  of  bottle- 

■ 'veiei'ii.  trousers  of  -iripid   creen  duek.  and  a  vast 

•    mohair  wai-teoat.     In  the  wai-tcoat   jioeket  an  enor- 

'iiilf-ho.x  wa-  evident,  oil!  lined  by  a  blaek  rini,'.     That 

■  !;o<(,.  argues  a  big  siiuir-bo.\  is  a  rule  almost  without  ex- 
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Minorct-Li'vrault.  a.-  a  -an  nf  ilic  IJi'vo'  :,  and  a  .-:pt'f- 

laidi-  (if  liir   i-;rri[iiiv,  Im,!  ni'ver  '•Mn(criir(!  :,^lf  with  poli- 

tic.-; a-  to  hi-  ivli  :;nii^  (ipi'iinii-,  he  ImiI  invcT  -ct  foi)t  in  a 
cliiinli  icii  !()  lie  mairi.'.!;  a<  tn  hi-  priiirip'....  in  (loiiie^tu^ 
lil'r,  lli.v  wiTc  ((.nlaii!!-!  in  ihf  Civil  {'(jil.'.  Ifc  thoiiirli: 
cvinihini:  pu'ini-ihlr  ;h;;t  was  not  f-il.i.M.  n  or  indiotah'- 
hv  law.  lie  had  u<-\rr  n,:,]  arivtiiiiii:  l»iit  tiio  local  nowspap' - 
and  Minic  manual-  rrlatinj-  to  lii-  ha-itv--.  If,,  was  ropirdcil 
as  a  .-kilfu!  au^riciill  iiri-i.  l)iit  ins  knowlcd..'r  was  purely  cm- 
pirit-al. 

In  -Minorri-l^rvraiili.  then,  tlif  inin<l  did  not  </]\o  tho  lie 
to  the  liody.  lit'  spokr  rardv,  and  hrfoiv  dolivcrinir  liinisolf 
h(>  alwavs  took  a  pim-h  of  snull'  to  ^tiiiti  lime  to  (iiid,  not  idea-, 
hut  word.-.  11"  iio  had  l.oon  talkativo.  ho  would  have  scenicd 
a  failure. 

W  lirii  \ou  tiiink  that  tliis  -ort  of  olrphant,  with.out  a  tnmk 
and  without  inidliuvnc,'.  was  called  Minori't-I.evrault.  niu-t 
vou  Hut  ircouiiizc,  uiih  S'cine.  the  occult  power  of  name-, 
wdncli  ^oiiK-timcs  ma-k  and  -ometime-  lahel  the  character  of 
their  owner-  ?  hi  ^pitc  of  those  eon.-pieiious  di-advantaires,  in 
tliirty-si.N  years,  the  Itcsolntioii  helpitiu'.  he  had  made  a  for- 
tune of  thirty  tliousand  franes  a  year,  in  meadow  hind,  arable 
land,  and  worids. 

Thou^zh  Minoret,  who  had  shares  in  tlie  Xemonrs  Me-- 
sajreries  Company,  and  an  intere-t  in  (lie  Gatinais  Companv 
at  I^aris,  was  still  hard  at  work,  it  was  not  so  nuieli  fro!!) 
habit  as  for  the  -ake  of  hi-  only  son,  for  whom  he  wislte^i 
to  prej)are  handsome  prospects.  This  .-on.  who.  in  the  pi'a-- 
ants"  {iliraseolou^y.  luul  heeome  a  L'entleman,  liad  just  end'^d 
his  studies  for  the  kiw.  .-md  on  the  re.ipeninir  of  tho  eourt- 
was  to  be  sworn  a-  a  ipialilied  attormy.  Monsieur  ami 
^^ad.lme  Minoret  Levraiilt— for  liehind  the  colossus  a  woiiiaa 
;-  eviijcnt,  a  wite.  without  whom  sueli  a  fortune  would  havr 
iieen  impossibh — had  left  their  son  free  to  clioose  his  canrr. 
as  ;i  notarv  at  Pari-,  as  public  prosecutor  in  st)ine  country 
town,  as  reeeiv(-r-i:eiirral.  ^toekbi-oker.  or  postmaster.  What 
fancy  mii:ht  he  not  allow  himstdf.  to  what  profession  mi'rht 


V. 
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;,.   ni't  ii-pirc,  a-  the  son  of  a  man  uf  wIiuiti  it  wa.*  >ai*l  from 

Mi'iitamis  to  Iv-sdiiiic.  ■"Father  .Miiinnt  dnvA  not  know  how 

i::,i.!i  he  ha/"? 

This    idea    liad    riMciv<'i|    frc^h    cnnflrnintion    when,    four 

i'-  ~!rici',   aflcr  -t'llinj'  hi>   mii.    Minnn't    hiiilt   himself  a 

■  111]  hniisc  and  -tahlc-.  and  i-ciiiovrd  ihi'  |iosiinL'  husines^s 

.,  ihr   Iliuh  Sirci't   to  tho  livd'-idr.     Thi-  new  hiiihlinfr?^ 

'  >■•-[  two  hundred  ilmusand  rram-.  wiiKu  :  <>>\\)  liouhk'd 

■  ;ii:r!v   mih-  round,     'i'hc   )u)-tinL''--ta;i(^  at    XrtHour>  rc- 

'i  a  irri-al   niunhci-  uf  hordes:   it  \vo>'kr(!  as  far  as   Fon- 

■  ■  ■•'  111  on  the  Paris  side,  asid  ht-vond  the  roads  to  Mon- 
:-  and  Montcrcau  :  th.-  relay-  were  Ioiilt.  and  the  sandy 
•  liiMiit    Mnniar,::is   jii-iiiied    the    imairinary    tliird    horse, 

■'■■:  eh  i-  always  paid  for  and  never  M'en.     A  man  of  Minoret's 

id.  and  of  MinoretV  wealili,  at  the  liead  of  ^\leIl  a  coneern, 

']!   ueil   he  I'alled   wiiiiuut   ahii-i'  of  Words  the   Master  of 

^' 'aeiir-.     'I'hoimh  he  never  ::ave  a  tiiouL'hi   to  (lod  or  the 

■■•:'.  and  wa^  a  praeli.'a!  materia!ist~-as  he  was  a  praetieal 

.!iiiri-t.  a  praeiieal  eLroi~i,  a   praetieal   miser — Minoret 

'  iiit'iieilo  enjiiyed  uiunixeil  happine^s.  if  a  merelv  nniterial 

■'!hi'  may  he  retrarded  as  happy.     On  -eeinn  the  pad  of 

':   lihieii  covered  the   man's  tup  verlehra'  and   pressed  on 

'    :pin.  and  especially  on  liearinLT  his  shrill,  thin  voice, 

■'■'.'li  eoniraMed  ludierously  wiiii  hi-  ludl-neek.  a  phvsiolo- 

.  -•   w.ii.ild   have  nmleiMood  at  oiiee  whv  this  L'reat,  coarse, 

ii:i!lv  eipimtrynian  adored  his  only  son.  and   perhaps  whv  he 

-'•   ]nn:s  awaiteil    ]\\<   hinh — a-    the   name   iriveii    to   the 

-     De-ire,   siillleiently    indicated.      In    short,    if    love,    as 

■M.'inLT   a   rich   phy>ie,d    natiire.    is    the    pi'omise   of   trreat 

'.'nriir^  in  a  man,  philo-ophers  will  undtr.-tand  the  causes  of 

M  n.>n't's  failure. 

:!>-  v.ife.  whom  the  -on  lia|ipily  re-enihlei].  vied  with  his 

■■   in    .-I'oiliii;,''   the   hoy.      \o   child's   nature  could   hold 

'.'lin-t   .-uch  idolatry.     And.   inde-d,    I)('-ire.   who  knew 

e.ient   of  his  jiower.  wa<  e]e\er  eneii-h  to  draw  on  liks 

■  '  :■ -^  savinjrs-ljox  and  dip  hi?-  hand  in  hi-  fathei'"s  purse, 
■'    .   ;ii^  each  of  his  fond  parents  helicvc  that  he  had  not  ap- 
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u 


plied  to  the  otli>T.  [)/Mr.'',  win,  [ilaM-d  at  Xeiiiours  a  far 
iiiort'  ^.'ralffii!  pari  than  thai  <>l'  a  primi-  i?i  his  fath'-r"- 
eaj)ital.  had  iinlMlL:.',!  all  hi>  faiirics  a!  Pari-  juM  a-  lie  ih  ! 
in  .'lis  litih'  nali'c  t.iuii.  ami  had  ,-ticnl  innri'  than  twcK^ 
thousand  franc-  a  \car.  Hut  thru,  fur  ihi..  iii,i,icv.  hr  h^:^! 
aocjuircd  ii],  a,  whirh  wunlil  iirwr  ha\>  ,n)ui  into  hi>  hcail 
at  Xcinoiirs:  h<-  had  ca-t  In-  pn.vinclal  -kn).  he  had  l<'anh  i 
the  pou-cr  (if  v.mnry.  and  had  -.,  n  thai  ili.'  I.Hjal  prnf,.-,!,,-! 
was  a  means  uf  ridnu  in  the  unrld.     Itnrinj-  ih.'  la-t  vear  li  • 


I   IlH'iisiii.l    Irani'-   nior.-  hv    fwrniiiiL'-  intiniaiK 


had  spent    tn 

with  artist.-.  j"iirnali-t-.  and  tlnar  inisiiv—  -. 

A  sotnewhat  alarniiiiLr  i  oiiiidcnl  ial  litttT  nii,-ht  have  ac- 
counted, in  ca-c  1,1'  nc,.,|,  |',,r  ihc  pn<tina-tcr"s  anxious  look- 
out, a  letter  in  which  hi>  -ai  a.-kcd  hi>  -andiun  f,,r  a  rnar- 
ria^'e;  hut  ^[adainc  Minorci-Lc\  ranli.  I'ldly  occupie<l  in  pre- 
paring' a  >un!ptiinn-  meal  in  hnn,.r  ef  the  >ncee-s  ami  the 
return  of  the  fii!l,v-tled-ed  lawyer,  had  -:  in  her  hii-l.and  out 
on  the  road,  de-irinir  him  to  rale  j'.irward  if  Im^  saw  no  si;,'ns 
of  the  diliuence.     'I'lie  dilie.  nee  hy  whu-li  ihj^  nnlv  son  u-a- 

to    arrive    u.-ually    reached     Xtaiamr-    a;    al t    tive    in    th- 

morninLT.  an..!  it  wa>  now  >trikim:  nine'  What  could  eau.-e 
such  a  d.'lavr  Had  ilare  hcen  an  np-et  ;-  Was  1  )cVir(:'  alive? 
Had  he  even  hrnken  a  Icl' ? 

Three  volleys  of  crackine-  whin-  rattle  nu\.  reridin'j  the 
air  like  the  rep.u't  of  lin^arms:  the  reil  wai-tcoals  of  tin 
po.vt-hoys  are  jti.-t  in  ^ii.rht.  ten  hor-e-  nci-ii  at  once!  T!.. 
master  t  kes  oif  iii-  cap  and  wa\cs  it;  and  In'  is  seen.  T!:- 
best  mounted  of  the  po-tilion-.  who  is  returniui:  with  two 
dajiplcd  jrray  poM-lmr-c-.  touche-:  up  the  hea-t  he  is  ridin-. 
outstrijipini:  five  sturdv  diii-cnce  horse-;,  and  the  ^[inoret- 
of  the  stable,  three  (arria,::!'  hor,-es,  and  comes  up  to  the 
master. 

"Have  you  seen  the  •  I  )ueler"  i'"' 

On  the  hiu'hroads  all  the  coaches  liavo  names — fantastieal 
onouuh:  thcv  are  s]iok. n  of  as  the  '-{^dllard."  tlie  "Dueler" 
(the  diliirence  hetweeii  \(  mours  and  I'aris),  the  "firand- 
I'ureaii."     luery  new  cum])auy"<  coach  ia  the  "IJival."     At 
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:;,r  uhm  ill.'  Lei  Millie-  rail  ch.u-Ih'-.  tlirir  vehicles  \ver(> 
:    .\-   I'lr   •■(■M|iih--cs." 
'.].■    ■Cjillard"    dl.l     M'.t     nV-Tlakr     lln'    M 'nlillo-.'.'    hut     til'" 

i  I'.ii!.  .)ii'  raiiLiht  Imi-  -kii-t-.  ai!>  Ihiu  !  -Till'  'Caillard' 
;  ,.  •(ira:ii|-|!iir.  all"  lia\''  ili';,''  ("V  llie  "  I'ram^ai^i'.^"  " — 
.  ..  1m'- nf  ilir  Ml --aLirriiv-  I'laii' ai-i-  nr  rdval  mails.  If 
-,.■  ,1  jMi-i-linv  'jMini;-  tit   to  -|i!il.  ainl   nt'ii-iiiLr  a  ;j:lass  i)f 

MK'-li  "1   llii-   ::aaiil:   in'   will   en,  k    In-    iin-c   ami   .-tart.' 

Ul- 

has 


ail',  and  K'plv.  "'r!!.'   Ilivai   i>  ah.a'!  !'"     ••Ami  we  c 


icll    ,-!  r    lUT 


(!u^  ll 


IC    lin-llllull. 


If  wri'tcii  .  Ill' 


!i  his  |ia--i'ii;^ris  1 1  i!ir  III  la 


I  !"■     "A-  if  111'  hail  aiiv 


Mil-    Lilian 


i.      "W 


ilji    lip     1  iih;;ll,li 


All    ihc   wiirst 


-  ,iiv  cal'ir.l  I'liliuiiar.  Till -1'  ari'  lln'  -tamlin^ir  jokes 
.  iij.cl-  nf  ciiiiviT-ali'in  hilwct  II  ilii'  |iii-l  ilii)n>  and  the 
,'     ai    till'   liiji   n\'   ihi'   cnariir-.      lii    l-'rauce   every   pro- 

ii,  iia-  It-  iiu  n  -lanu'. 
i  1^1  Mill  >i't>  iii-iili'  ilu'  •jliirli-r'!'"" 


■Ml 


Dr-in 


av 


s   the   jin-tilion.    interrupting   his 


r.     "Wliv.  ymi   mii-t   have  hranl  lis  I     Our  whi])s  gave 
■  '•ici'  nf  her.     W'l'  le.aile  sun'  \nu  umild  he  on  the  road." 


•W 


is  the  diliueniv  four  riiuii 


s  lati 


ihi    lire  of  one  of'  the  \vlicii~  eaiiie  olT  hrtwei'ii    l->-simne 
i'l'H!  liii'iTv.     IJiit  tliiTi'  was  no  ar'-idiiit  :  Cahirolle  forlu- 
!.  iliM-ovi'i'id  it  a-  wi-  wnv  uniti.ir  up  lIu'  hiil," 
■  '!  ■-  in-l.mt  a  unman  in  her  Sumhn'  hc-l — for  the  hells 
■'a'  ehnrehe-  ot'  N'fUiour-  were  >iimiuoning  the  inhai)it- 

t    six-and-thirtv, 


miil-ii:i\ 


-dav     Ma  — 


a    wonian   oi    aijoii 


-id  till'  tio-i  m,i~ter. 


eou-in.      -a: 


VI  lU 


oiild    not    lii'lieve    ine 


M 


i-    111    the    ll! 
iss." 


uai    Street    Willi 


^^^ 


lUe.  am 


1  thev  are 


-;m;i'  ol   till'  !i("n-i'  ol    modrrn  roiuaiii-e  in  the  niatler 


ftc 


onng.   II    IS  impi 


i-.-ih!r  to  (■arr\    realism 


o  tar  as 


ai  the  horrilile  ,ihu-r.  minL:!ed  with  oitli-.  whieh  this 

in.iiLdi!   from  the  wide 


!iii!ramaiic  a-  ii  woujil  -ir 


;  of  Minori'I-Ti'vraull  ;  hi-  thin  \oire  hi'i-anii'  a  hiss,  and 
i  '■  had  the  appraranii'  whieh  the  euuniry  folk  iugeni- 
V'  i'er  to  as  ■■sun^i  roki'."" 


■i: 


if 


riJsii.K  Miitorirr 


"Aro  you   ,rrt;iin  i'"   he  a.-ki'd   iiflrr  }ii.>   fir>t   oxplosion  of 
ratre. 

Th(>  [wwiilioti-.  a-;  tlioy  went  hy  toiiclic!  tlirc..  liats  to  th.' 
inaMiT.  wli,,  Mriii,  ,1  iiritlicr  tu  >rc  iinr  hcnr  tlifui.     In-tcad  . 
waitin-  (nr  lii>  ..,,1,.  Miiiurct-Lfvraiilt  rctunicil  up  tlu'  Hi-;i 
StiTc!    uitii   his  <'nn-iii. 

"I'kI    I    nni    always   trll   yr,u    <ny   .-h,.   w.Mit    on.       "Winn 

Dnctur  Minnivl  ha>  fallni  i„i,,  hi-  duia--.  lliat  -atwtinionioiN 

litth'  >hil  will  inak,.  a  hi-.M  ..f  liiin  :  ami  a.-  tin,-,.  \vh„  rulo  the 

mind  rule  th(>  pnr-c.  >h.'  will   -.■!   all  .uir  iimnrv." 

'•Hut.   Madauic   Ma-.Mii,"  >aid   the   pi.snuaM.r.  i|iiito  con- 
fouudrd. 

"Oil  yc.-!'"  cricci  .Madame  Ma.-in.  iutcrrnptiinr  Ikt  cnusin, 
"you  Wli!  >av  as  .Ma>>in  ,].„.>:  •!>  a  ^irl  >•(  !ifi,..m  Iik.'lv  hi 
iiiwiit  and  ex, ■cute  Muh  a  plm  :-     To  iiiakt"  a  man  of  ('ij,dity- 
thiv...  who  ti,\er  M'l  h.ot  in  a  chiiivh  e\'eptin,i:  t,,  he  married. 
K'vc  up  all  Ills  (ipiuimi.-:-'— A  niaii  who  ha>  sn(  li  a  horn.r  of 
pru'>ts  tfiat  he  did  not  ewn  -n  to  the  pari.h  ehnreli  with  lip 
chihl  the  day  <4'  her  iirst  eoiuiuuniou;     Rut,  I  say.  if  Do.ter 
Miiioret  has  .~ueh  a  li.TMr..!'  prie~t<.  why.  |-,,r  tlu'  la~t  fifnva 
years.  lia>  he  -pent  aliuo.-t  every  eveiiin- of  the  week  with  tli" 
.\hhe  Chaperon;-     The  old  h\poerite  never  fails  to  ^'ivc  Fr- 
sule  twenty  fraiU's  to  pay  lor  a  tap-,-  when  -he  pre-"nts  the 
w-afer   for  the   .Ma.-.      Win.   do  you    not    reineud.er  tlu>  -rifl 
I  r>ulernaile  to  th-  Chureh  as  a  thank-oirerini:  to  the  cure 
for  havin,^'  ]irepared  her  lor  her  lir-l  eomuiuinon:'     She  spent 
all  her  money  on  it.  and  Iter  --odfather  -ave  it    hack  to  h.-r 
douiiled.     Vou  men  pay  no  heed  to  anythiiii: !     When  1  heard 
all  these  details:  'I'ui  away  v..ur  ''a-kcts.'  ,-aid  I  :  -the  i^rap- 
art-  not  for  you  V    A  rich  un.le  do(  -  not  hehav.'  in  that  way  te 
ii  little  hus.-y  he  has  picked  out  of  the  i^Miiier  unless  W  moan- 
.souii'ihin.L''  hv  it." 

"Pooh:  cousin."  ri'plied  the  po^tma<ter.  -the  ^rood  man  i^ 
(■scortin-  her  a^  far  a.-  the  church  hv  mere  eliance.  It  is  a 
fine  (hiy.  and  he  is  gfoini:  to  take  a  walk." 

"I  tell  you.  cou-in.  our  uncle  has  a  pi-aver-ho(,k  in  Ins 
hand;  and  lie  looks  that  smug!     Hou-cver,  vou  will  see!" 
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■Tl 


K'V  have  1ji'( 


•n  pliiyiii^^  a  \<v\  -ly 


iranic,"  ohsorvcd  tin 


iMi.-i  tiia~ii 


r,  "for  old  r.oiiirival  told  mr  ihat  tlicn'  iifviT 

1 


(IIS    rrlmioU^  (ll-cll-,-loIl   hrlwii'll   ||if   iloclwl'  .lll'l   UU'   .\n 


■I'oll.       l>i' 


.iri'i .  II 


idc".  the  viiarot  Niiiiours  i~  llir  l>i'-t  man  on 

h 


woiild  L'lVf  lii^  \d>\  .-liirt  to  a  i»CLr:,'ar;  lif  i-  !iicai)aiil( 


mean  ad  ion,  and  to  i 
It   i-  rolilii'fv  1"  >aid   M 


dell  an  iidicntanrt'  is  a- 


Klamo 


Ma-ii 


uor--i'.     ( 


riod   Minofct-1-i'vraidt.  cxa-iicratii 


t)V   his 


.iilc  rou-iii  ^  n-mai'K. 


••|  Miow."  .-lie  went  on,  "tliat  tlif  Aliln''  Cliaiicron,  thoUi:li 
\v  i-  a  ]irif-t,  i<  an  Imnr-i  man.  l'>ut  Im  i>  cajialili'  of  any- 
I!mil:  for  llif  poor,  lit  niii-t  iiavr  miiM'd.  mined.  min'Mi  iin- 
i!>  r  I'licic  Minoi'ri.  and  liie  dodor  !ia>  fallen  in!"  Iiiuoiry. 
W'  Were  ea>v  in  onr  minds,  and  now  lie  is  perverted,     A  man 


never   iH'lieved    m    anvtiim'i,   and    w 


llo    I 


lei.  \\, 


are  all  ijone  for  I     M  v  hu-liam 


1  is  di 


lad    prinii|)M 
fullv   ini-el." 


Madame    Ma-.-m,    wiiose    .-jieei-lie^    were    so    many    arrows 

le   him    walk   as   liriiJv   as 


i:i,ii    .-tini''   her  sloiit    ( 


on^m.   ma 


If   m  >pi 


le  of  hi.-  ^i/.e.  to  the  L;real  ania/.ement   of  iho 


who   were  iroiiiLT   to   Mass.      She   w.mted    to  eateli   up 


Minoret  and  .-how  him  to  the  po-lma-t 
)f  N 


el'. 


<M,  the  (lalinais  .-ide  of  .\em"iirs  the  town  i-  e mam 


led 


tA   ::   111! 


alon;:  the  l)ase  of  wliieh  the  river 
■J 


LoiiiLT  ll' ws.  and 


i    riin>   to   .Montari:is.      'J'ne   eluinh,   on    wli;ili   time 


a.-;  a  rieii  mantle  o 


f  erav,  lor  n   wa.-  eertamlv   r 


'luiilt 


lie    foiirtet'iitli    eelitiir\ 


(iui 


in    ulio-e    honor 


Miir-  Liave 


name  to  a  (Uiehy   and   peeraue, 


-taii.is  at 


d  of  the  luwn  lieyeinil  a  lar^'e  areiiway,  a-  m  a  irame. 

aiidiims,  as   for   men,   po.-ilioii    i.-   eWTd  lun>:.      Shaded 

-  and  shown  to  advantage  hy  a  neat  lilile  -inare,  lins 

ll'ei't.     As  thev  eame  out 


}  eliurc-h  has  a  (piite  imi)using  o 


'  tae  .->iuare,  the  po.-tma.-ler  i  oulu  m. 
tu  the  vouni,'  <d 


111-   lUU'le   eivm;_'   hlS 

rl  they  had  (ailed  I  r>iile,  each  earrying 

,ij.er-buok,  and  just  entering  the  ehnreh      The  old  man 

olf  his  hat  in  the  porch,  and  his  perfectly  white  head, 

I  -uminit  covered  with  snow,  slione  in  the  soft  gloom  of 

' -eai  doorwav. 


'^'  i!:sn,i;  Miitui  i;r 

'■U'yll.  Miiiupt.  uli.ii   ,!,,   \,,ii   -,n    I,,  vuiir  iiiir!,.'-  cin.-.r. 

^'""'        '  ''"'i     ill'-    l'l\    lv-,-i.,|-    ..i'     N.  Iliniil-.    uli.-r    ll;l;iic    v.,,, 

<  'ri'inii'i-". 

'■\^'''" 'I"  V"i  '  ^!'"i  'iH'  i.,  -;i,\  ;-•■  iv|,:i,.,i  i!„.  |..-ii,i,i.'.  , 

I'triTMii:  iinii  ,1   |i'i'r!i  iif  ,Mi!iir. 

-Wrll    ;iri-U-.-IV,|.     |-';||tH.r    I  ,> 'V  1:1  II 1 1 .        Vni!    ,    lllV.ut     -;IV    w!;:- 
>""     'tinik.    if    .1    crLiMI     IcM-IimI    mmI-I-    U,,-    .-.in-'  rl     !;i    .,;-, 

'''■"   •'   '"'I'l   iiiii-l    n...  .-:i     1>    liiiiik   hi,  u..r,|-   l„  iniv  h,.'  , 
.-|ifak    lii^   iImmi-Iii."    iiii-,im.\.,!;-|-.    , acI.i! mi.  ,|    ,i    vuiiiil:    ; 

who     ii;Hl     JUM     ,.,,,11,.     np.     .,„.i     Ui„,     j,|;,,,,|      ,,,      X, .;,,,,„,.,     ,lj^.     |,      , 

111'  .M..|il!iM,.j,ii,.|,.,   in   ••|-",iiiM." 

Tln-^    r.iM'iiiiv    l'rll,,\\,    ti.iniol    (loiipi!.    u;i-.    !i,.;i,|    ,-],.rk    : 
Mnii-i.-nr   (■(■.••,iii,.iv  !)i,,||i-.    lii,.    ||,,i;|,\    ,.r   i!|..    f.uii.      \  .: 
\ntli-i;iiMliii-  III,,  iinl. ■.•.■,!,., It-  ,,1'  ;,n  jI'ium-,  ,  r.-ipnl,,,,.  ,,,,■,  ... 
"'""^-  ■''•!''  '■'!■■'■"  <^■^|.ll  iiiiM  hi-  ,,iil,.,.  uh.  11  ;ih-. ,!:.:,.  ,|.  .• 
"""•"    liill(|,Tr,l    hini     fnuii    ivi!i::iiiiii-    ;in\     l,.i;-.f    iU     |',i, 
"■'"■'■'■   '!"■  'I'  '•!<    i'-'i    -jH.iii    ;ii!    ,h,.    i,i,„:,.V    I, .11    hini    \r.    ', 
lath'T.    a    uvll-t(i-(l.,    I'.irtiicr.    uii,.    ii„.,-inl    him    tn    h.^ctn;,    ,: 
IK-lMl-y.      Only   In  -(i.  (i,,ii|,||    ua-  i.|;..ii-h   lu   i,.!]    \.,!|    |h,il   \i- 
had   Iliad.,  ha.-ic  in  (■MJ,,y  iilr;  (ny,  \<>  i.r.i.iitv  hi'ii-df  n!,..-- 
'"■'■•   '"'   '"ii-t    lia\''   |':ii(!    d.Mi'lv    lur    ii,      'Idhni-li    \,.rv    -h..-. 
the  rlrrk-,  ai   -rvrii-aiid-i  w  (.|ii  \ .   l,ad   a    fuiaii  a-   hiiri',    a-   li,!: 
of  any  mail  nl'  \\,v\\.     Shi.ri.  ih;      !.■--.  a  !jiv.,d   f,i.  .•  wiik  ;: 
inoltjrd.    iiiiKhly    .-kill.    Iikr   i  hr   -k\    Inim,.   a    -Luan.   an*;   :i 
bald  .'■;.n']K-a(l,  <:avc  finpha-i-  n.  ihi-  .-iran-r  li-urc.     Hi-  f,.  . 
looked  as  11'  it  belnnn..,!  |,,  ;,  hn,|,.hi,,,,.k.  u  h.,-..  hniiij.  \va-  ..:: 
internal  dehnTiiily.     A  |ienilia!ii\  cf  ||ii>  >uiir.  pai,.  face  <■.  t. 
tinnetl  the  iioiiiiii  of  till.-  iini-ihie  iiialhirniati.iii.      |1,-  u-,-. 
hooked  and   twi-ted,  a>    i^  often    the   ea>e   with   hiiii -h!.,!.  ,-. 
had  a  crn.-sway  .-ln[„.  (mm  ri,-lit   to  left,  instead  .,f  divie.:;.: 
the  face  down  tiie  nii.Mle.     His  inonih,  piiiehed  at  the  c.rri.r- 
— the  sai-denic  iiKiiiih-  wa-  ahva\s  ea-er  for  ineiv.     His  th  i: 
reddl-h    hair   fell    in   dank    luek-.  .-Imwin.u'  the   head    throi;i:;  = 
here  and  there.      II i>  -reat  hands  and  eliuii-v  \vri>ts.  at   p- 
ond  «f  uverlon^r  arm-,  were  like  taluii<.  and  verv  -eldom  eS  n!i 
Guupil  Wore  shoes  ..nl_v   ht   to  he  thrown   int<i"lh,'  dii>t-li.  ,;!i. 
and  ru.-ty-blaek,  .-jMin-iik  sloekin^ii.- ;  his  i^hiek  eoat  and  tni';- 
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•    '•■'•■■  ^    |htI'ci|  |\    ihfi  ,i(lli,ui-.   aii'l    iiliii"-!    L'r<';i-_\    with 

-    aiijccl      U;h-li-iiilt-,     V^llil     I1IIII..II-     I'riilll     ullhll     llic 

'i.i'l  -!i|ii><<l  iMii  ;  til"'  iihl  li;iiii!,ii!;i  \\r  unrr  a-  a  iravat — • 
: ;  '>!'  Ill-  I  In--  [iriii'l;^  ,ric<l  the  cv  iiii-al  mi-crv  tl^  which 

-h'll-    colKli'Mllh  (1     hllll. 

,1  _,.^|.|.m;||,.  ,,f  -iiii-iiT  ili'iail-  \va-  riiiiip'iii'il  li\'  a  pair 

■  -  '■'.'■-.  thi-  iri-  M'l   ill  \i'1!m\\'  nil--,  al   nw  ■  !a-fivious 

.^'■'il\.     Nil  man  in  Xcinnui'-  \va-  iipirc  frarr.i  nr  inure 

::iili^     Iri.iiiil    ihaii    (iiiii|ii!.      Siimiu'    111    iiritfii-ioiis 

•1  -  ii:;liii(.->  alluunl,  hi'  h:i(!  the  (l.'t.-ialilc  wit  that  is 

,1    I,.  jH  r-iiii-  whn  lai\t'  i-\iy .    hlirit',.  aiiil  hi'  niailc  iisl' 

'  .  i,.'  ii\cni:til    Imi'  ihi'  mnii  .lii  ai  ion-  uf  hi-   [HTmaiiriit 

.-\,      lii'  rh\iiiiil   -atiiira!  1   iiiplri-  -ui  ii  a-  air  -iiiii:  at 

'    Miinal,  hi'  L'itt   ii|)  raiTiral  .ii'niun-t ratii)ii>,  ami  liim.-cif 

■  M-I    liuuh'm     111'   till'   Im  .il    lU'W-pajii-r  LT'i^-ill.     liiniii.-. 

.  i:il-i'  iialiirr.  ami  llicrriMrr  a  iiiiinl  mir,  l^i^t   (iniifiil 

:   "lit   111'   I'raf  as  nil  aiTuuiii    uf   In-   inli'lh.;!  iicc  ami 

;';i:;li  kmiu  |c(|-r  d'  lami'}    iiitcii'>t>  in  liic  lu'iijliiior- 

11. Il    ilii'    iiM-icr   Ml    liitii'    ti-ii,-lt'(l    tiiL'   ci'-ik    tliat    ho 

If.  iliil    iii.il   aijiiw   hllll   to   iod;;*' 

.1 


III-  arciiuni-   Iniii-i 


:i'>ii-<',   a 


ml    ii 


ir\cr  ('iii|)|ii_\c(l  him  III!  anv  rniitRlcntial 
.  ail'  hii.-iiU'_->.  'I'hi'  clrrk  ilaiiLTcd  lii.^  iiia.-tiT,  ncvur 
J  till'  i-i'^riUmcnt  lie  I'rlt  at  lliis  ciiiidiift  ;  and  he 
.    Mad, mil'   1)1(1111-   Willi  an   evt-  to   rrvcii'^'.     lie   had 


illt(.ill;^i  net',  a 


lid    W' 


'iki-il  well  and  L'a.-ilv. 


^"nu 


iiv  laimiiiiiL:  aii'radv  at  our  nii-iortuncs. 


|i'i-ima>ti'r  to  "ilic  rln-k,  w  im  '>va,-  niMiiiiir  iiis  liamis. 

'•"Ujiil   lia-i'jy   IhitttTi'd  t'\rr\    |ia--ion  o!'   hr-ire".-,  who 

••i-I    ti\i'    vi-ar-    !iad    mado    liiin    lii>   lomjianioii,    tiie 

''■!■  tiralt'ii   liini   casalicrly  fiioiiuli,   m-Ncr  -ii-[)t'i'tini,' 

"iiiiili.'  >to!'(.'  of  cmI  r.i'iinLr  u-a>  arciimiilatin<r  at  the 


'iiiUlil 


1  -   lii'ai  I    at    I'ji  h    'I'l  -Il 


thni-I.     Till'   el 


I.I'  to  the  ( iinflii.-ioii  iliat   hr.  niort'  than  a 
'iii'v.   and   kii'iwinu-   liini-rlf  t 
X 


o   1)1'   -iipi'Mor 


crK 
nv  ont', 
"to  all 


low  ii-loik  ,i|    .Nriiionr-.  aiiii'd  at  makin::  a 


fort 


uiitrd  on    I)i'-ir«''"-   frifiid-hip  to  ju'oi  iiri>  fur  liini 
tiircr   L'ood   oDi'iiiii'''.-    in    ihi.'    nl.iii--'-' — ih'. 
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rnsji.i;  MiFiornr 


^ 


of  t!ic  law  ciiurt-.  tli''  hu-nic--  (.1'  one  i.f  ihc  u-lifrs,  <ir  tin? 
iif  I'luiii-.  So  III'  |i;ii  ii  utlv  fiKlurcil  till'  |iii-tiiia-!rr',-  luTt-r 
ing,  and  \Iail,i(iH'  M  m  .r.  i-l,.  \  r,iult'>  ,!i-.laiii.  ami  plascil  .m 
igiioiiimiMU^  |.ait  to  '<\i\\'^v  I>.'-ir(''.  wh...  i,,r  thc-i-  two  \i,;!- 
pa.-l,  h.i.l  lilt  liMii  In  (,in-(,!r  ill,'  Ariailiits  li.'  aliaiiiloiifil  a^ 
tlif  (/iid  ot'  i:h'  \aiatitiii.  Thu.-,  (.MHipil  ale  tlw  c  ruiiibs  of  tlir 
MijiptT^  he  ha  i   ]irrjiarr(|. 

''If  I  had  Let  n  tin-  old  fool";;  nc'iihcu',  lie  sIkjiiM  not  have 
made  (lod  my  lo-hcir,"  rrioMid  the  <  Irrk.  with  a  liidrou^ 
grin  thai  .^iioui-d  lus  widc-.-ri  ami  tiirraicniiiu-  hhuk  ici'lh. 

x\t  tliis  liinriu'iit  .Ma>>in-Lc\  raiilt,  junior,  thr  ju^ticc'^) 
rt'gistrar,  c-anu'  up  with  iiis  wit'c,  and  with  iiim  ua-  Madam.' 
Creniiert-  llu'  iax-rccnvcr's  wilV.  'I'hi.s  man,  one  of  tli. 
crudest  natives  (..f  the  little  toun.  had  a  fare  like  a  Tartar, 
j-niall,  roiiml  lu-  like  .-h.r.-.  under  a  .-lopinu'  forehead,  eriiiklrd 
hair,  an  oily  -kin,  hir-e  thit  ear.-,  a  mouth  almo.-i  without 
lips,  and  a  thin  Ije.inl.  His  manners  liad  the  meriale,- 
pniootiuie.-s  of  ihe  u>urer  who-e  dealin;,'s  are  !ia>ed  on  fixtd 
jirineiples.  He  .-p  ike  like  a  man  who  has  lost  his  voice.  To 
euniplele  the  [.uiiire,  he  made  his  wife  ami  his  eldest  daughter 
write  out  the  eopie.',  (jf  \erdiels. 

Madame  Cremiere  was  a  very  fat  woman,  douht fully  fair, 
with  a  thiekly  freckled  (■om[)le.\ii)ii ,  >lie  wore  Ik  r  <:uwns  too 
tight,  was  great  friends  with  .Madame  Diouis.  and  passed 
as  Well  informed  i.ivau.-e  -he  read  novels.  This  lady  of 
fiiumee  of  the  lowe.-t  tyjie.  full  of  preteii.-ion,-  t  i  eleganiv 
and  culture,  was  awaiting  her  une]e"s  fortune  i.,  as-ume  "a 
certain  stylo,"  to  deeorale  her  drawiug-rooni.  and  "ri'eeive" 
her  fellow-town-folk;  for  her  lni.-l.an(i  refu-ed  to  allow  her 
clockwork  lamps,  liihogr;!ph-.  ;iml  the  trille-  -he  saw  in  t'l.- 
notary's  wife'.s  drawing-room.  She  was  ext-essively  afraid  o! 
Goupil,  who  was  alwavs  on  thf  waleh  to  repeat  her  capsn- 
hngi'S — this  w.as  her  \v.\\  of  -aymg  Ih/imis  Huijikv.  One  dav 
Madame  Dionis  said  to  her  that  she  did  nut  know  what  water 
to  use  for  her  teeth. 

"Try  gum  water."  si  id  she.* 

Mmianii' rri-inii^rf^'s  '•.■a|.Miliiiidi's  "  art  imiKi-isiMi' to  translate  :  i\n  equival'-nt 


Is  si:  thu:  ca; 


aitcr.-ipi(;.i. 
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I!)  i!ii«  tiiiK'  iiiii-i  III"  .iM   |).iri,,r  Miriurit'-  rulhitiTal  n-la- 

ul  .i-MMiil)l(i|   in   llic  I'lnifcli   Sc|ii;ni  .  ;nnl   liii-  iMi[)()r- 

;'  llif  event  uimii  liml  a^^iiainl  ihctn  u.i-  -m  uniN^TMiIly 

"i.   ihiit    llu    -V'<\\\>-   m1    ji.a-.ini-.   nun    iind    unnirii, 

'i  ••■it!i  fii!  unil'i'i  ii.i-  jiim!  rl.id  in  llie  l)n-hi   iiui',-  win.  Ii 

.    :Ii"'in  -n  |iiiniri'-^i|iii'  nn  tVtr-ihiw  a-  llicv  irMnip  tlie  muds, 

1  ;'!  rlirir  lU',  1 1  inn  (I  (in  I h,.  ,1,1,  im-'s  pn-unijilivr  lii-ir-.    In 

■ !  ''■  I'lU  n-.  «  111!  )i  lii.M  ii  iiinld'i'  rank  ImI  wc-n  iIh'  larger 

-'-  anii  the  L'fi'al  litic^.  pr.ipir.  w|i,,  i|,,  nni   aili-nil   Mass 

■  ■  !i  tlie  Sipiaff.  'I'li.'V  iii-cn<>  Im-iiir--.  Ai  Ncindur:^ 
"ur  III  .Ma-«  i-  al-u  that  ul'  a  ui'.kl-,  ni'>nrv-niai'kel.  to 
'  1  mhi.'  llii'  p-i(lcni-  in  iIh'  -.  ailcnil  li  'U-.  -  fniin  a  iiiilo 

a  iialf  riMitnl.  'I'hi-.  acmimt-  for  thr  Minlaa!  nndrr-taiid- 
"I  liir  pra-ant-  a-  auainM  ilir  ina.-tei-,-.  nn  the  price  of 
'   '  •    in  fi'Iai  inn  lo  'almr. 

\i"!   hiiw  wiinlil   \un   ha\e  hindcri'd   ii  r"  >aid   ilie  ina-ttT 
'.-nil. 

I    -"lid  liav(>  made  niy-elf  a<  indi-pcn-ahie  to  him  a.*  tho 
i'liaihes.     Hilt  yen  did  imt  knnw  hu\v  to  manaire  him  to 

■    '■'  iih.     An  inheritani'e  n 1-  a-  nnieh  hxikiriu'  after  a«  a 

■>vniiiaM.  and    for  laek  of  care  Imih   may  -lip  ihrnu^h 
'''<^>-y-.     If  my  ma-ter"^  uifi-  were  h.Te.  ^hi'  wonld  tell 
"■  accurate  i  he  cnmpari-on  i-.'"  he  addi  d. 

M-n-i!  Ill-  lion- rand  ha-  jiiM  toM  mc  we  need  not  he 
■     -aid  tlie  dust  ice's  iv^M-trar. 
'    '    'ii'''''    'iiv    -evcral    wa\-    ef    -avimr    that."    replied 
.   with   a   laii^h       "I    -Imnld    have   liked    !o  hear  yonr 

■  ■  Jii-Mci.  .;iy  that  '  Why.  if  there  were  iMihini:  more 
''■'''■;  'f  I.  like  him — for  he  live-  at  vonr  uncle"-. — 
''  I'  t!ie  ;r;|,||,,  \vas  np,  I  shonid  ?ay  with  him.  'Don't  he 

-  he  spoke  the  words,  (ionpil  smiled  in  such  a  mniioal 

■-!  c-ave  them  ->  plain  a  iiieanin/.  ihit   the  irdieritors 

-a-peeted   the   ie-i-lrar  i>\'  iiavin^r  i-cen   taken  in  hv 

-iiccV  la.nninL.    The  receiver  of  ia\e~.  a  fat  little  man, 

-  -riidcaiit  as  a  t.i\  eellciier  nui-t   he.  and  a-  witless  as 

'  I    wife  i-,,n!.l   M  i J.    ,l,.>.wJ,.l,,..l  1,:     ....  1...:..  \r.. 


1  tell 
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URSrLE  MIUOUET 


As  double  doalrrs  al\v;i\>  a^l■I•ilu■  their  own  duplicity  t^i 
others,  Ma.-sin  l(ioi<c(l  a.-kaiuc  at  ihi'  .lu.-lieo  ul'  the  peac-, 
wiio  was  at  thi>  iiiDiiii'iil  ^taiiiliiii,^  lu'.ir  ihe  church  with  a 
former  client,  the  Maniui^  du  lliuivre. 


"If  onlv  1  were  sure  ul'  it 


am 


"You  could  uullil'v  the  jiroteetidu  he  extends  to  the  Mar- 
quis du  lliiuvre,  who  i-  within  the  power  of  tlie  law.  and 
liable  to  imprisonmi'nt  :  hi'  i.~  ilrlui^ini:  him  with  advice  at 
this  moment."  said  (ioupil,  ins'iiiiatiiiL'  an  i<lea  of  revonj^e 
to  the  registrar.  "Rut  draw  it  uuld  with  your  chitd";  he  is 
very  wide  awake;  he  must  have  some  inliuenee  over  your 
uncle,  and  may  yet  he  ahle  to  prevent  his  heaving  everythin_' 
to  the  Church." 

"Pooh  I  wo  shall  not  die  of  it,"  said  Minoret-Lcvrault.  opon- 
inc;  his  hu,<:e  snulT-hox. 

"You  will  not  liv(>  hy  it  cither,"  rejdied  Goupil,  making' 
the  two  women  slijvcr;  for  they,  more  rapidly  than  their  hus- 
bands, interpreted  as  privation  the  loss  of  the  inheritance 
on  which  they  had  cotnitcd  for  comfort.  "But  we  will  drown 
this  little  grievance  in  floods  of  champa^'ne.  in  honor  of 
Desire's  return,  won't  we.  (/ros  })rri.'"  he  added,  tapping  the 
colossus  in  the  stomach,  aud  thus  inviting  hinisolf  for  fear 
of  being  forgotten. 

Before  goinj  any  further,  the  precise  reader  will  perhaps  bo 
glad  to  have  liere  a  sort  of  :ireandile  in  the  form  of  a  pedigree, 
which  indeed  is  verv  neecs-ary  to  define  the  degrees  of  re- 
lationship in  which  the  old  man.  so  >iiddeidy  convcrtiMl,  stooil 
to  the  three  fathers  of  familit>s  or  tlx'ir  wives.  These  in- 
termarriages of  kiiiilrcd  race  in  provincial  life  may  be  the 
suliject  of  mon^  than  oiir  lii-trueti\c  reflection. 

At  Xemours  there  arc  not  more  than  three  or  four  noble 
familit^s.  of  no  great  rank  or  fame;  among  them,  at  the 
time  of  our  story,  shone  that  of  the  Portenduercs.  These 
exclusive  fannlies  vi-it  t!ie  nohilitv  who  jtossfss  lands  am! 
ohateau.x  in  the  neighhoring  country — the  d'.Viglemonts,  for 
insiance,  owners  of  the  line  eslaie  of  Sainl-Langc,  aud  llio 
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MiKjiii-;  (111  T?oiivrt\  on  wlio.-it^  projx'rty.  caton  iiji  with  inort- 
u.ip'-.  the  town-folk  krpt  a  frrccily  vyv.  The  nobility  wlio 
\',\r  ill  till'  town-  have  no  wcallli.  Mailanic  ilc  ronc'ndiu''ri'"s 
uhi'li'  f-tatc  r'orwisti'd  of  a  farm,  yirliliii;:  four  tlioiisaml 
-.  v.n  liiindrcd  franco  a  year,  and  licr  liou-e  in  the  town.  In 
t  ic  Mjipo.-ilc  sralc  to  this  miniature  FanhourL'  Sairt-dormain 
:;'■<■  !ialf  a  score  of  rieli  ciii/ens.  reiire(l  millers  and  tradfs- 
:h'  ';,'«■.  ill  short,  a  miniature  middle  c!as>,  iieiow  whom  stnig- 
^|i'  the  <mall  >ho[»keepers.  tlie  la)iorin,ir  class,  and  the  peas- 
.iiit-.  'I'liis  middle  class  afTord-  here,  as  in  tiie  Swiss  eaii- 
I"i:-  and  other  small  communities,  the  curious  plienoinenon 
1)1"  the  dispersal  of  a  few  fannlies  native  to  the  soil,  ]»er- 
haiw  ancient  daulish  clans,  settlini:  on  a  district,  pervading 
:;.  .ind  makin,<,'  all  the  inhaiiitams  cousins.  .\t  the  time  of 
L''.!i-  X]  .  the  ]icriod  when  the  third  estate  at  last  took  the 
li'.-nariic-;  they  were  known  l)y  as  periiument  surnames,  some 

■  •f  uliiiji  presently  min,i;Ied  with  thox  of  the  feudal  clas.s, 
rhe  citizens  of  .\emour<  were  all  Minoret,  .Massin,  Levrault, 

■  i  <;iiniere.  I'y  Louis  XIlI.'s  time  thc.-e  four  families  had 
ji'.iii  ri-c  to  Mas-in-('remiere.  Levrault-'Massin.  Massin- 
M  ':int.  Minoret-^Tinoret.  Cremiere-Levrault,  Lcvraidt- 
M  ■I'lfct-Massin.    Massin-Levrault.    ^linoret-Massin.    Massin- 
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jiatriation  of  sons  who  sr)i(,i:lit  a  liviiii:  elscwhcro:  there  pro 
Minorcts,  cullers,  at  Meliin.  Levraiilts  at  Moiitar.Lris.  Massiii- 
at    Orleans,  and   CreiiiitTe-;   \\\\v.   have   irrown   rich  at    Par!>. 

Very    various    are    the    destinies    of    these    ! s    tliat    hav 

swarmed  outside  the  naiive  hive.  \\v\\  >[M>~in-  euiplov  lal.ur- 
in,<r  .Ma>.-.ins,  just  as  ih^'re  are  (Jeniian  princ'cs  in  the  servic' 
of  Austria  or  I'ms-ia.  In  the  -anic  department  nuiy  l)e  seen 
a  -Minnret  millinnalre  |irntr,t,.d  i,y  a  Minoret  sohiicr  with  tii- 
same  l)iood  in  tiieir  veins;  1)mi  haviiiix  onlv  ihi'ir  name-  in 
common,  these  four>huttlcs  had  nnrea-imrly  woven  a  human 
web,  of  whicli  each  piece  turned  out  a  j:own  or  a  clout,  tln' 
iinest  lawn  or  the  coarsest  linin,:.^  The  same  hlood  throhluM 
in  their  head,  feet,  or  heart,  in  toilin^r  hand^.  dama-ed  lum:-. 
or  a  brow  bijr  with  ^'enius.  The  lieads  of  the  elan  faithfully 
clun^'  to  the  little  town  where  the  ties  of  relation-hip  rouM 
be  relaxed  or  ti;:htened.  as  the  results  of  this  eommunitv  r,f 
names  n!i<:ht  dictate. 

lii  every  country,  with  a  ehan<re  of  names,  you  will  find 
the  same  fact:  but  bereft  of  the  poetrv  with  which  feudality 
had  inve.-ted  it.  and  which  Waller  Scott  has  reproduced  with 
so  much  talent. 

Look  a  little  hi<;her.  and  study  hunuinity  in  history.  .\!1 
the  noble  families  of  the  elevenih  century,  now  almost  all 
extinct  e.\ceptin,<r  the  royal  -aee  of  Capet,  niu-l  have  co- 
operated towards  the  birth  of  a  Kohan.  a  .Montmorency,  a 
Bauffreniont,  a  .Mortemart  of  the  present  dav:  at  last,  all 
would  co-exist  in  the  lilood  of  the  humblest  man  of  really 
gentle  birth.  In  other  words,  every  citizen  is  cousin  to  oth,  r 
citizens,  every  noble  is  cousin  to  other  nobles.  .\<  we  an 
told  in  tlie  sublime  pa^^e  of  Biblical  ;,'cnealo,>:y.  in  a  ihousainl 
years  the  three  families  of  Shem.  Ham.  and  .Japhet  eoiiM 
people  the  whole  earth,  .\  family  can  become  a  nation:  a:  1. 
unfortunately,  a  nation  may  become  one  single  familv.  T^ 
prove  this  we  have  only  to  apply  to  a  family  {lediirrei — in 
whicli  the  ancestors  nniltiply  backward>  in  p-ometrical  [)n)- 
gression — the  sum  worked  out  by  the  saire  who  invented  t!i" 
game  of  chess.     He  claimed,  as  his  reward  from  the  Persian 
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k;n_'.  an  lar  of  com  fur  tlic  fir>t  .-<|iiaro  on  the  board,  two  for 
'.'■<•  -I'ci.nd,  and  sf)  on.  (loulilinjx  the  niiiiilxT  every  time,  and 
i'lMMil  ihat  lln'  wliolc  kini:doiii  couM  not  pay  it.  Thi:?  net- 
.i.iik  of  the  nol»ility  entani.'-lc(]  in  tlie  network  of  tlie  middle 
,',--.  thi-  anta;:oni-m  of  liloud — the  one  cla^s  proteeted  by 
!  _'•!  tiailition-,  till'  oihfT  liy  the  active  endurance  of  labor 
,::■!  ili.'  (  raft  of  trade  instinct-- — liroiij:ht  about  tlie  Revolu- 
1  M  tif  \'>'.K  The  two  siraiiis.  almost  united,  are  to  be  seen 
'.'-day  f.ice  to  face  with  collat'Tals  brreft  of  their  inheritance. 
W 'i  i;   will   they   do?     Our  political    future   is   bi<i  with   the 


I 


t 


',  iic  family  of  the  man  who.  in  l.ouis  XV. ">  time,  was  the 
1.  I'li-rtilative  Minoret,  was  so  lar,i:e.  that  oii(>  of  the  five — 
I  ;■'  Ml",  Minoret  whose  cominfr  to  church  was  making  such 
;,  -'  iisiii"!!  — Went  to  seek  his  fortune  in  Paris,  and  appeared 
.;:  Ill-  native  town  only  at  Ion,::  intt>rvals.  whither  he  came, 
!  -  doiil'i,  to  acipiire  his  share  of  the  inheritance  at  the  death 
•  f  his  ^grandparents.  After  sufferin.L''  a  L'reat  deal,  as  all 
;. "ii'iii  nieti  niu~t  who  a  '  irifted  with  a  stron,?  will  and  de- 
-  !■!■  .!  place  in  the  brilliant  world  of  Paris,  this  son  of  the 
^l:n' I'rts  tuade  a  career  more  sjdetidid  ])erhaps  than  he  liad 
dv-ainid  id'  at  the  bcLrinnini::  for  he  ilevoted  himself  to  medi- 
f\v'\  one  cif  the  jiroi"e-;-ions  in  whiidi  both  talent  and  u'ood 
an-  needeil.  and  irood  buck  even  more  than  talent.  Siip- 
;  d  by  Diipont  (of  Xemonis).  bronizht  liy  a  happy  chance 
d  ■  •  luntact  with   the  .\blie   Mofidlet   (whom  Voltaire  nick- 

■  :::ai!    J/"/v/s'   Ics).    and    patronized    by   the   encyclopedists, 
''■':'ir  Minoret  attacdicd  binixdf  with  fanatical  devotion  to 

■  L:!vat   physician    T')iirileu.   l>iderot"s   frieiul.      I)'Aleiid)ert, 
1 1- i'-'-iiiN.  P)ar"n  d'Ibilbaih.  and  (irimm,  to  whom  he  was  a 

b'.v.  ended,  no  duiilit.  like  I^ordeu.  by  takinL'  an  inter- 

':   Minoret.  wliM   in    ITTT   iiail   a   line  coniu'ction  among 

!■  ,-t-.  eticvclopedi-i-.  -eii-iLali^t '.  materia li-ts — call  them 

'1  will — llie  wealiby  pliilu-.iplier^  of  ihat   day.     Thoiisrh 

'■I-  \er\   little  id'  a  ipiack.  he  invent"d  a   famous  remedy, 

'.!'''-    bal-am.    wbieh    wa~   cried    up    in    the    Mrrrnri'   <li' 

!  • 'Hii\  and  which  was  permanently  adverti-ed  on  the  last 
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pnjro  of  that  pnpcr.  the  ciicvcloiMdi-ts'  orLMii.  Tlic  apothe- 
carv  Lt'!i(''vr«\  a  di'wr  man  of  Im-incss,  (li-^ccnHMl  a  ~iiro(\-;- 
where  Dnetiir  .Miiinr(  I  had  -eeii  iiciihini:  tnore  than  a  prepara- 
tion   to   he   inelu.hMl    in   ihe   |iharniacnpii  in  :    he   honestlv   ili- 

Vi<|e,|    tlle    I)n>li|.    Ui!h    ihe    doetur.    who    \va-     Kollelh-':;    pupil 

in  chenii.-lrv,  a-  he  wn.-  liorrh'u"-  in  niedi,  inc.  Ii  would  ha\e 
ni'f'deil  less  to  nijike  him   a   materiali-t. 

In   IT'S,  wiien   Ii<iu-eau",-  XnuvlU-  II,''n'i<,    \\:\<  tlie  raire. 
and  men  sometimes  marrii'd  for  h>ve.  he  married  ihe  dau<rh- 
tor  of  Vah'iilin  Mirmii't,  the  fiimnu-;  iiaip.-ichnrd  phiyer,  her- 
Folf  a   fine  mu>ician,  l)nt    weaklv  and   delirate.   uini' diod  of 
the  Kevnhition.      Minorel   \va-  iniimale  with    IJmI  e-pierre.  tu 
whom  he  had  .uice  eau.-ed  a   u'.ild    ii„m1;i1   |,,  he  awarded   fnr 
a  dis~erlatii>n  on  these  i|iie-lions:  '•Whal  i-  the  oriirin  of  the 
ojiiiiion  h_v  which   j>art   ni'  tj.e  -.hame  aitaeliim:  to  tlio  di-- 
jrrnr'eful  punirhmeiit  ef  a  -uihv  man   i>  reHeeted  on  all  hi- 
family  y      I<   this  opini(U)   eenerally    u^et'nl   or   misehiev.ju- : 
And,  supposing  it  to  i)e  mi-chievou-.  liy  what  mean.-  can  w- 
avert    the  disastrous    result,  r"      Th-    Academy   of    Arts   and 
Sciences  at  Meiz.  to  whicli  Minnivt  heluULrcd.  mu-t  still  have 
the  ori;:inal  copy  of  thi-  di-  -our-e.     Aiiiioiiuh.  thanks  to  thi-: 
friend>hip.  the  doctor's  wile  li;id   iMihiiiir  to   fear,  she  lived 
in  such  dread  of  heiiiLr  sent  l'>  ihe  <catro!d  that  tin,-  invincihle 
terror  a^'jzravated  an  aneuri-m  due  to  a  too  sensitive  nalun>. 
In  spile  of  all  the  precaution-  a   man   could  take  who  idol- 
ized his  wifo,  Crsule  met  the  tumhrd  full  .d'  condemned  vic- 
tims,  and   amoiii:   them,   as    it    happened,    Madame    iJoland. 
The  spectacle  caused   her  d.-aili.      .Miiioivt,  who  liad  spoileil 
his   Trsule.  had   rcfu,-ed   her  tioiliin,--.  >o  that   she   liad   led  a 
life  r)f  eMravapmt   luxury,   at    Ik  r  death   found    himstdf  al- 
most  a   poor   man.      liohe-pierre  appoiiued   him   tirst    physi 
cian  to  a  hospital. 

Although  the  name  of  Min.rct  had  heeii  somewhat  famou- 
durin,L'  the  veluuuent  ili-cu->ions  to  which  Me.-merism  h.-e! 
given  ri>e.  a  fame  ulii-ii  iiad  recalled  iiim  now  and  then  l" 
his  relations'  memor\.  the  lic\olution  wa-  so  powerful  a 
solvent,  and  hroke  U]»  -o  many   family  connet-tioii-.  that   in 
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!-|;l  ]\n  imc  ;it  Xcniniir~  kiii'W  rvcii  of  l)octor  Minorct's  ex- 
i-',iirr.  wlim  an  iiiKXjH'cti-il  iiii'ctiiiLr  >ii<.'.L'c>tc(l  td  him  the 
!.|.,i  nf  I'l  turiiiii'j".  ;i-  ]):\Vf<  ilii.  to  i.lif  in  \u<  U>ni\. 

Ill    tra\i.'lin,i:   tlir(iu;jh    l-'raiKc.    ulic!'"    th<'   t'vc    i^   so   soon 

i',,!  ijiiiil   liy  the  iiioniiiunv  i^^  iIm'  wiilr  plains,  wlio  ha.s  not 

,i:-.i,\ii   ihr  ilcli^'Iit  fill  -cn-aiiiin  i<\'  (li-cn-niiiLr.  from  tlic  top 

■  a  hili  wli'Tr  llic  road  turns  or  ilc-ccniN.  and  where  he  cx- 

'     I'd  to  MC  a  dull   Iand-(a|ti',  a   LrruMi  vallov  watered  by  a 

■•in.  and  a  litlie  town  -lu'lti'red   under  a  ejill".  like  a  liive 

■'i  ■  liollow  of  an  old  willow-irri-y     .\~  he  hear-  the  po<til- 

;/-  .  ry  of  ■•('oiiie  Up  I"  while  lie  Walk-  at   liis  liorse's  side, 

:'.•■    iiiurliT  -liakes  oir  -Icrji,  aiid  adinire>  a-  a  dream  within 

,1  dieain  some  'ovcly  scene  which   is  to  the  >tran,i:or  wliat  a 

'.'!:■■  pa--,i.ic  in  a   hi^ok   is  to  the  reader — a  brilliant   idea  of 

^    'lire'-.      This   is   the  ell'cet    produced   by   the  sudilen   view 

'm  iiioiirs  (111  the  road   from   HiirLrundy.      It    is  <een   from 

'  ■•    !;.  luiit   in  an  ani])hiiheatre  id'  naked  rocks,  f.'ray,  white, 

.ii  i    Mack,    like    those    which    ari'    scattered    throujxIiD'it    tlie 

i-'"i'-i    of    l'"ontaineh!eau :   and    from   anion.i,^   them   slioot   up 

.-'iitary    t  ret's.   staiidin.i:  out    ai:ainst    the   sky.   and   ^srivin^r  a 

r'lral  a-peci   to  thi.-  sort   of  t'iml)ledowii   rampart.     This  is 

ti;'   1  lid  of  i!i|.  lon^r  wooded  slope  which  ri-~es  from  Xemours 

•     ll'iuroii.  shelterinj,''  the  road  on  one  side.     At  the  foot  of 

•i    -■   dill's  spread.-  a  nuadow-land,  tlirou<.di  which  the  Loinj^ 

!!o"s.   in   level   pools  endin;:  in   little   waterfalls.      This  ox- 

i|i:i-i!c  tract  of  country,  cut  through  by  the  Montar^is  road, 

.■■  'ik"  an  elaborate  o])era  scene,  the  etfects  seem  so  carefully 

Ui'i'ks-d  up. 

Hi!,    iMorninir  the  doctor,  who  had  been  sent  for  by  a  rich 

!  '■.did  in  llurLiundy,  and  who  wa~  liasteniiij:  back  to  Paris, 

':■■;   !ia\inir   iiientioiK^d   at   the  last    chaTiLre   of  liorses  wliich 

I'Mii   lie   wi,-li<(l   to   lake,   wa-;   unwittin,Lrly   brouj,dit   tlirough 

M'-.  .iDil   between   1  Wo  naps   saw  once   more   the  land- 

'aiiiiliar  i<i  b.is  cliildhood.     The  doctor  had  by  this  time 

ii;an\-  of  hi-  old   friend-.     Tlie  di-eiple  of  llie   Encyelo- 

i  iiad  lived  to  s(e  La    llarpe  a  convert,  had   buried   Le- 

I  ;..!;-i'.ndare,  and  Marie-. Joseph  de  Chenier,  and   Morellct, 
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aiiv.l  .Ma.liiiuc  Ilfhc'tiiis.  He  Im,!  -c.n  ih,.  i/misi  oviTtlirow  of 
V<ill;iirc  uiidrr  ilic  attack-  of  CrnirrMV.  Fn'ronV  successor. 
lleiicc  he  was  lliiiikin,'  of  ivliriiii:.  And  whm  tlir  post-chai-'' 
stopped  at  the  i,,p  ..r  the  Ili-h  Si  IV,. I  ,,r  Xeinoiirs.  liis  >inn,] 
feeli.-ij,'  pmnipteil  Iimi,  to  iii(|uire  after  hi-  l'an:ily.  Minorei- 
Lcvraiilt  liiiii-elt'  eaine  out  to  seo  th.'  d.ictor.  who  recoixni/cl 
ill  the  ]»()>tnia>ter  \u<  eldr^i  hrotlioi-"-  -on.  '|'hi-  iirphew  in- 
tniduct'd  as  hi,-  wife  the  oid,v  daii-hi.T  of  ohi  Levrauh- 
C'reiiiiere.  who.  twelve  vear-  airo.  had  hd't  her  the  posting 
husine,-s  and  the  liaiidsoiue-t  inn  in  N'eniour-. 

_"\V(dl,  nephew,"  said  the  (hirinr,  -and  have  I  any  oth.  r 
heirs?" 

"-My  aunt  Mirioret,  your -i-ii^r.  married  a  Massin-.Massiii." 

"Yes,  tlio  inteiidant  at  Saint-I.aiip'." 

"Slie  died  a  widow,  h^vinir  one  (hiu,::liter.  who  has  hiteiv 
married  a  Cremiere-Creniiere.  a  very  nice  fellow,  who  >', 
far  has  no  appointment." 

"To  lie  .-ure;  she  is  my  own  niece.  X,,\v.  as  inv  hrother  a; 
sea  died  unmarried,  and  Captain  Miiioret  wa-  killed  at 
Monte- Le,L'ino.  and  1  am  here,  that  is  an  vm]  of  mv  father"- 
family.  Have  I  any  relation.-  on  my  mother's  side?  !S!ir 
was  a  .^•an-^Iassin-^evrault." 

"Of  the  .'I'an-Ma.-sin-Levraults."  ri'plied  Minoret-Levraiih. 
"only  one  dau,i:hter  .-urvived.  who  marrie'd  Monsieur  Cre- 
niierc-Levr.iuh-Dionis,  a  dealer  in  corn  and  fora^'e.  who  die  1 
on  the  seail'tdd.  Ili<  wife  died  of  a  hrokeii  heart,  and  (piiie 
mined,  leavin^^  ,,ne  -irl.  married  to  a  I.evrault-Minoret,  a 
farmer  at  Montereaii.  who  i.-  doin^-  well;  and  their  dauirlitcr 
lias  jusi  married  a  :\Ia.--in-Levrauit.  a  notar\"s  clerk  at  Mon- 
tar;:is,  where  his  father  i-  a  locksmith." 

"So  I  have  no  lack  .if  inheritors,"  said  the  doctor  clieer- 
fully.  and  he  determined  to  walk  round  Xcinours  in  hi.- 
nophew's  company. 

The  l.oinir  meanders  (hrou«:li  the  town,  frinir^'d  with  ter- 
raced I'ardeii-  and  neat  house-  that  look  as  if  happiness  should 
inhahit  there  rather  than  cNewliere.  When  tlie  doctor  turned 
nut  of  the  Ilivdi  Street   inlu  the  IJuc  des  Bourwois.  Mil 
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l.rMaiill   pointed  nul    iln'  pnijurty  of  Mi)iisieur  Lcvrault,  a 

::  :i  liuiuna.-liT  at   I'afis.  wlm,  lie  saiil,  «as  lati'lv  ili'ad. 

■'Thi  re.  iiiic'c,"  ^ai(l  lie,  "is  a  pi'i'itv  house  to  be  sold,  with 
;,    "  aiiiil'iil  Lranli'ii  (Imwm  to  the  river." 

■■|.'  I  a-  '^n  111,"  .-aid  tile  doctor,  seeinji  a  lionsc  at  the  fur- 
:■  .'■  -id.'  (if  a  jia^rd  cuiirt \ar<l,  siiiit  in  l»y  the  walls  of  houses 
■  ::  ■uiiir  .-i(ie,  hiddrii  \iy  rliiiiij>s  of  trees  and  clinihing 
[■  ,nl-. 

"ii  I-  laiilt  on  eellar.~."  said  the  doctor  as  he  went  in,  up 
.1  ■  ::h  niiL-idc  .-tairuay.  decorate]  with  Idue  and  white  oarth- 
''•>'ii''  iiot>  in  wliicli  the  j:eraniinus  were  still  in  i)looni. 
I:.'  iiMU-c,  like  iiio-t  provincial  re-ideiu-es.  was  pierced  itv  a 
;  -I-''  doM.i  the  middle.  Icadiiij:  I'roin  the  courtyard  to  the 
-■•■':'  ":  lo  the  ri^dit  was  a  siiiu'ie  >ittin,i:-rooin  witli  four  win- 
-;  .1 -.  uio  i(.  ihi.  yard,  and  two  to  the  <:arden;  but  Lcvrault- 
l-'^i^iiiM  had  tiirne(|  one  of  tlic-e  iniii  an  entrance  to  a  long 

i-'i\aiory  built  ot'  brii'k.  Icadiii;:  from  the  room  to  the 
i.\- r.  whirc  it  ended  in  a  hideous  Chinese  summer-house. 

■\ii\  uood  I  ■  said  tli(^  doctor.  '"Bv  roofin'f  and  floorinsr 
!  !.-  ri.i!-cr\atory  I  could  make  a  place  for  my  books,  and 
i    ';:  ih.ii   amazin;,''  piece  of  architecture  into  a  pretty  little 

"•i  the  other  >ide  of  the  passaire.  looking  on  to  the  garden, 

»   -  ■;  ihniiiLi-room.  dccorateii  in  imitation  of  lacquer,  with  a 

''  '  ^  .::roun(l  and  ,i;!'een  and  _i:-o!d  flowers;  this  was  divided 

■!:)  i!:i   kitchen  by  the  .-lairca-e.     A  little  pantry  behind  the 

■'•r  tli-ht   led   from  the  diniiiL'-room  to  the  kitchen,  which 

'■'■'  iiaircd  windows  looking  out  on  the  courtvard.     On  the 

-'  ;ii"'r  were  two  .-el-  (jf  rooms,  and  above  that  wainscoted 

.  suite  habilable.     .\ficr  a  brief  in.-peciion  of  this  house, 

"a-  covered   with  green   \  iiic-trellis  from  top  to  bot- 

tiie  courtyard   front   as  v.dl   a-  on  (he  ganlen  side, 

■  ■■   terrace  to  the   river  edged   with  earthenware  llower- 

.  ;i:e  doctcu'  I'eniarked  : 

'•   ■i.iult-Le\rault  inii-t  lia\i'  ^pent  a  good  deal  here!" 

'1.  ill.-  Weight   in  golil  ;■■  replied  .Miuoret-Levrault.     "He 

■  i'a>-ion  for  llower.- — >ucii  folly  I     'What  jirolit  do  they 
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bring:-'  as  my  uiff  ^.i.v.-.  As  yuii  sec,  a  painter  canie  from 
I'ans  lo  paiiii  I,n  .drriilor  uiih  llnucr^  in  I'ivscm.  ||,.  pin  ,„ 
wIm.I."  plat.'  inii-rur^  rv,T\  uIht...  'I'll,  .■.■ilin-  uviv  don.,  n;, 
"■"''  '■•"■'IH-,  ,  ,i,,,,  ,.,,.,  ,i,  |-,,„„,,  .,  ,.„,,_  ,,,  ^|j^,  ^,j^^_^^ 
n.on:.  ilu-  Ih.or  i^  nf  ih,.  (in.st  inlav-siicli  folly!  Tiie  Ik.ii'm. 
is  not  wortli  a  pi'iiii\  ilir  ninic  for  i(," 

"WVIl.  nrp|i..\v.  Ihiv  It  for  nir.  L,.t  i,,..  know  when  il  i- 
scttlr.l:  hr,v  i>  inv  .nhlr.  -.  Tlic  nM  niv  lawvr  will  attrii^i 
to.— Who  liv,>  oppoHi,.;'"  |„.  a-k...|  a.  tiK.v  uvnt  out. 

"Sonic  v„ii,jv;.r  >-mA  liir  po-iina.Mrr;  "a  Clii'valirr  ,1,.  lV,r- 
tonuutTc." 

When  the  lioiNi-  was  l.()ni:ht.  the  .ii-iinLrui-li.M]  pliv>irian, 
instead  of  <-oiiiin-  to  li\,.  ij,  n.  urni,.  ,,nlrr-  to  lii-  iicphcu  lo 
let  Jt.     Lc\  fault's  Folly  was  taken  hv  llic  noiarv  of  NCiin  ,,•> 
who  sold  his  l.iisinrv^  to  l»ioni>  l,is  head  clerk.'aiid  who  ,li,d 
two  year-  after,    Icavin-  the  doctor  hiirdmed    with   a   limiM. 
to  let  just  at  the  time  when  XapolconV  f.itc  wa<  l.ein^r  M-,ilr,l 
ill  the  nei-hljorhood.     'I'he  d.,rtor's  heirs,  .-omewhai  taken  m, 
had  at  first  snppoxd  hi.  wi>h  to  return  to  l)e  a  rich  nian"< 
wiiun,  and  were  in  dc.-pair  when,  as  thcv  ima-med,  he  im.l 
ties  111  Paris  which  kept   him  there,  and  would  rob  them  of 
his  leavin-s.      Howcwr.   Miii.irct-LcvrauJtV   wife  seixed  tiu> 
opportunity  of  writiii-  to  the  .hutor.     The  old  man  repimi 
that  as  soon  a,-  peace  >hoidd  he  .-i^r,„.,|_  ti^.  ^oads  cleared  .if 
soldiers,  and  comimmications  free  once   more,  he  meant  to 
live  al  Xemours.     He  made  his  appearam-e  there  with  two  of 
his  client>.  the  architect   to  the  ho-pital,  and  an   upholsterer 
who  undertook  tiie  ivpairs,  iJ,,.  rearrangement  of  the  rooms 
and  the  removal  of  the  furniture.      .Madam.'  .Miimr.'t-lA'vraiiit 
proposed  to  him  as  .aiviaker  the  c,H)k  of  th..  .h'parte.i  notary. 
and  this  he  agreed  to. 

When  the  iieirs  l.'am.'d  that  tlieir  uncle,  or  <rreatunek' 
Minoret,  was  really  -mn-  to  live  at  .Nemour^.  their  fainilie.^ 
were  seized  hy  an  al,-.rl,in-  hut  alnio.-t  le-itimale  curiosiiv, 
m  sj)ite  of  the  p,.|iti<al  cwnls  which  just  then  more  e.-peciaiiv 
agitated  the  disiri.i  ,)f  the  (iatiiiais  and  Brie.  Was  tlicir 
unelo  nch:-     Was  he  ecouoniieal  or  extravagant?     Would  he 
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..,:■,.  .1  fine  fortiino  or  nolliiiijr  iil  all?  Had  he  in\(>ste(l  in 
..;■  i,:ln.-?  All  lliis  tiny  at  la>l  came  lo  know,  hut  with  in- 
:,:  ;ii   ililliiiillv.  and  itv  nifaii-  nf  niiich  hackslairs  spviti;;. 

\l;ir  ilic  ilcatii  of  his  uilV  liMilr  Mirniici,  I'rnm  ITS'.*  to 
;-i  ;.  liic  (Idctor,  wild  in  iNo,')  had  hn  n  apiMiintcd  eonsull- 
;_  i'!i\-uian  to  the  l';ni|H'ri>r,  inii-l  have  niadr  a  <^vvnl  deal 
!  M,i'iif\.  hut  no  one  knew  liuw  nnicli ;  he  lived  mtv  siniplv, 

:;  II'.  i-.\|icnM'-  hi'Vond  a  carria.i.'c  hy  ilic  year,  and  a  splvn- 
:   :    aiMiinifiit  ;    he    iirvcr   fntcrtaintd.    and    alnio>t    always 

■  :  !.■  I  I'Ui.     lli>  li((ii-ckc<'iicr.   fiiriniis  at  iint   lMMn<f  asked  to 

-  »>ih  hini  to  Xfuionrs,  told  Zi'die  Le\i'ault,  the  postinas- 
■■:■■-  uih\  that  to  her  knowlcdp'  he  had  I'ourti'cn  thousand 
i:..i.  -  ,1  year  m  eon.-ols.  Sow.  allir  piMetisinir  for  twenty 
w  .!\-  111  a  jirofi'ssion  whieli  siieii  appointments  as  head  [ihysi- 
':.in  ii«  a  liospital,  as  j)liy.-ieian  to  ilie  K]n])er»)r.  and  a.-  nieni- 
t'l:  "f  iiie  Insiitut  eould  not  fail  to  have  made  liierativo, 
:■,.'->  fiiurlecii  thoii:-aii(l  fraia-  a  \ear  as  duidi^nds  on  re- 
I  'i  investments  ar;,nied  no  more  than  a  iuindri'd  and  sixty 
!:.  .-Hid  franes  in  saving-!  And  to  have  laid  hy  no  more 
tii.ui  .i-hl  thousand  francs  a.  year,  the  doctor  must  liave  had 
i;„i.\  \ice,>  or  virtues  to  indulge.  Slill,  iieitluM'  the  house- 
I. ''."!•.  imr  Zeiie,  imr  any  mie  el.-e  could  diviin   the  secret  of 

-  '  iiMll  a  fortune.  Minorel.  who  was  greatly  regretted  in  his 
"■>!,  ii'iglihorhoud,  was  oiu  of  the  luu.-t  iiheral  lieiiefactors  iu 
i'.^rN.  and,  like  Larrey,  kept  hi.-  acts  of  henevcjjenee  a  pro- 
f'  t.i:<l  .-ccret. 

>-  It  was  with  the  liveliest  sati.-fadion  that  his  heirs 
V.  ::...!  the  arrival  ni  their  uncle's  liand.-ome  furniture  and 
(\i.ii-ive  lilirary,  and  knew  him  to  he  an  otli<er  of  the  Le- 
-':  li  if  Honor,  anil  made  Chevalier  of  the  Order  uf  Saint- 
M.ii.i.l  liy  the  King,  in  coiiseijuence.  perhaps,  of  his  retire- 

■  ■■^:.  ^-.hich  made  way  fnr  suiiu  favorite.  I'.nt  the  archi- 
'•   '.  iiie  painters,  and  the  nphul-icrers  had  linished  cvcrvlhing 

:■  :■.■   most  eomfortiilile  fa-liion.  and  .-till  tlie  doctor  came  no',. 


M    !.!ri:c  Minoret-Levra 


nit.  who  watched  the  npliolsten'r  and 


chiti'ct  lis  though  licr  own  propertx'  uci'c  at  slake,  dis- 
d.  through  the  inadvertence  of  a   vouiilt  m;in   sent  to 
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iml  the  books  in  onlcr.  ih.it  \\v  ,|nriur  h.i.l  in  his  .arc  ;i;, 
oriiiian  riaincd  rrsulc  'I'his  n.w-  ,;n!M,|  -ir.in-r  (liMiiiiv  ,-, 
the  town  of  Xrnioin-s.  At  la>I  ihr  ,,|,|  „i;Mi  r,,,,,..  l,,,!,,;.  „ 
ahout  tlu-  Mn.ldi,.  of  .lanuary  IM:,.  an,!  -,.|il.,l  ,|,,ui,  uiili.,r 
any  1il>.s  hriiigm-r  uitii  hmi  a  liitir  ,mrl  nf  u.n  iiiunth..  .in-i 
liLT  nurse. 

•'L'r.snle  caniiut   !„■  \u<  .laii-ht-T :   lir  i>  -..smtv-onc  war- 
old.'    irii'd  llie  alaniud  r\])((tani-, 

"Wiiuever  >\w  may  be,  >|r.  will  .^kw  u.  i.L.nn   of  buthri-- 
said  Madame  .Ma,-.<in. 

The  docior'.s  nrejitinn  (d'  his  irrandniec..  on  the  moih,r'> 
side  was  eold  <•■  .u-h  ;  lier  liii^i.and  had  iu.M  huiedil  tlic  pi;,,.. 
of  regi.strar  t,.  .1,,.  .Justi...  ,,f  ihr  p.a,,..  an,|  ilicv  u,..v  ih,. 
first  to  venture  on  any  allusion  u^  \\\v  ,liili,iilii,..  ,d''th,.ir  p,,-!- 
tion.  Massin  and  his  wife  w.iv  n.a  n,  li.  .Ma-Hn'.  fatlnr 
an  ironw.rker  at  Montai-is,  ha.l  invn  ,,1,1,^,,!  i,,  ,.,,nip,nin,|' 
with  his  creditors,  ami  \v,)rked  now,  at  the  a-,'  ui  >i\tv-M\vti, 
as  hard  as  a  young  man;  he  would  lia\,'  n,.iliini:  li*  1'mv. 
Madame  Massiii's  faih..r,  i.evrault-.MiiMivt.  had  iaielv  ,11. -,1 
at  Montereau  of  grief  at  the  re>ults  ,,r  ih,.  h-htim:— his  laim 
burned  down,  hi.s  fields  dotnaeil.  and  his'.attle  killed  ai,] 
eaten. 

"Wo  shall  get  nothing  out  of  our  grratuiule."  <aul  Ma.-.-in 
to  his  wife,  who  was  expecting  her  >ee,ui,l  lialiy. 

But  the  doetor  seeretiy  gave  them  t,n  thousand  fraii,-. 
with  which  the  registrar.  a>  the  friend  ,,f  ih,.  notary  an,l  ..f 
the  usher  of  Xeinours,  liad  hegnn  mon.'y-l,.ii,linL: :  and  !:  ■ 
made  the  peasants  pay  such  usurious  intere-t  that,  at  th:^ 
later  day,  (ioiipil  knew  him  to  possess  aiioiii  eightv  thou.-ainl 
francs  of  unconfessed  capital. 

As  to  his  other  niece,  tlie  doctor,  by  his  inlliieiice  in  Pari^ 
procured  the  post  of  receiver  of  ])uhlic  moncvs  at  Xcnionrs 
for  Cremiere.  and  advanced  the  iiceosary  securiiv.  '!'li,iu-h 
-Minoret-Levranlt  wanle,|  nothing,  Zelie.'  verv  Jealous  ,,r  h,  r 
uncl-'s  liberality  to  his  iw,.  nieces,  came  t,.  -ee  him  with  lur 
son.  then  t,  !i  vears  ,,1,1.  whom  >lie  wa<  alnuit  to  >end  to  -.^cIi.mI 
in  Paris,  where,  as  she  said,  clination  was  verv  costlv.     A- 
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Ml   In   Mnii-iiiir  .1.     I'uiitiiiii'-,   till-   I'toctor  obtaint'd  a 

''■ii'-lii|i  at    ihf   Cnnr-v  <i|'    |,,,uis   Ic   (irariil    fur   his 

:!i'U.  uli'i  ua-  [iLn  ii|   in  tlu'  t'oiiriii  da.-s. 

I  ;.i!iiiv.    .Ma~-in.    ami    M  iiinrrt-Lcvranlt,    all    ihrci-    very 

■  .!!   iMii.  wiTi'  ((iialriiini'd   lifvniiil  a|i|ical   iiv  llic  doctor 

i'l''  iir-t   lun  ••v  ihiv,.  tiiuiiih-,  wliili'  lliry  were  trving 

'Mi\>iii    ihrir    rmiiiv   |irM<j„ri,,    ratlur   tlian   liiiii.<clf. 

i'.  !->ii-  uh.,  ai-t    liv  iii-iind   liavc  tlii-  di-ad\a?ita;:f'  a<  eom- 

■     :   '*:'!i   lii"-f  u  h(i  lia\r  ]di'a,>— tiu'V  ai'i'  iinirc  ra-il\    seen 

I  ih'   iii-j»irai  inn-  (if   iii-tiiici    arc   tu.>  I'lcmciitarv. 

'■]<\<i:i\   Imip  dirciilv    In  llic  cVc,   lln|    ti'   lie  (irtcctrd   al    Dllco; 

•    '■■  p(  Ml  trail-  idea-,  llir  diMcc  uf  llic  iiiiiid,  ri|ual  iiitcl- 

'     !-   Ilcidcd   (111   hntli   -ides. 

li'.iiL'-  lliii-  |iiirelia,-ed  ih,.  i:ratiliide  of  his  heirs,  and  to 

'   '    lent  >ti>|>|ied  iheir  iimuth-.  the  wilv  dueiiir  alleiicd  hi.s 

.::"ii-.  hi-  haliit-.  and  the  care  he  t:a\e  \n  Imlc  I'r-ule, 

■  •■■"'    '"   receive  iheir  vi-it-;.   wiihout    hdwevcr  shiittinf^ 
■r  III  llieni :  ••He  liked  lo  dine  alone;  he  went  to  hed  and 

<:•'-.  lie  iiad  eoMie  hack  lo  his  native  ]ilace  to  t'lijov  repose 

'■"iide."     'riie-e  whim-;  in  an  old  man  .-cciiicd  natural 

.  and  llir  c.\|ieeiaii!   heir<  were  .-ati>tied  to  pav  him  a 

■>  •     .     '>:-:!    on   Sunday-   hetween   one   and    lour,   to   which 

:■■  \,iii:l\   iried  to  [lilt  a  stop  liv  savini:: 

"''ii.'\  eoiiic  to  .-ec  me  when  you  want  me." 

i  .■•  'i.M|i,r.  thoimh  he  did  not  rel'u,-c  hi-  advice  in  serious 

'    ■'  -■  '  M"<!a!ly  anion;:  the   poor,   would    not    hecome   phvsi- 

■  •  till    imlc  a-yliim  at  Xoniours,  and  declared  that  he 
'■'■  ■  :'d  Mil  loii^riT  practise. 

"I   ;ii\''  killed  I'lioii^rh  people!"'  said  he.  lauphin^f,  to  the 
'         <  !ia|ier,in.  who.  knowing  his  k'nevclenee,  pleaded  for 

'  !■    i-  i|iiite  an  oddity." 

i^   -  \.rdict  on  Diictor  .Minoret  was  the  harmlc.-s  revenge 

■'<\'i\  vanity,  for  the  physician  formed  a  little  society 

:  :  i.iih-  If  of  persons  wlio  dcservi'  to  he  contrasted  with  the 

*     i-       Nmw,  iho.-e  of  the  town  inaLinatcs  who  thought  them- 

-  Worthy  to  swi'll  the  Court  circle  of  a  man  wearinijr  the 
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iildck  ribfinii  (if  Splint    Midi.tr!.  nmiri-i-!  ,1   fiTmctit  of  j.  a' 
nii-y  a^Miii-l  ihr  ,|u,i,,r  nihl  In.  |.n\i!.  ■  .  i|  frhihU  wliidi,     ■ 

llilppily.    U,l-    lint     l|r||M,|(.ti| 

lU-  n  -iiiLMiKintv    ulmli  ,j|i  otilv   !..•  i'\|)hi!!"M|  li\    th, 
in^'  that    •'l\\i  rcmr-    iiM.-r.'"   ihr    inui.Tinli-i    .|.»'t.,r   ami    '■ 
priest  of  X.inMiii-  viTv  -(imii  w.rv  fri.  11. 1-      Tli.'  mI,]  tnan  '^  . 
very   fninl  <>\'  liackL'.H'  mnn,   tlir   fa\..:ii<'  _'ainc  ni'  tiw  i-ln.,-, 
ami   the   AIiIm'.   u;i.-  a   iiiaK  li    I'mt  ili.-   |.'i\.irian      'I'lii-   ',M'i: 

thus   hccaill.'   ih.'    lil-M    Lnllil    l„iu,Ml    tll.M.        'I'll. ■11    Millnr.-I    ua- 

cliaritahlc.  atnl  ih^  Ciin''  nf  XniiMiir-  i.i-  t!i.'  |','n..!n!i  n|  Ui. 
fialiiiai-.  'I'hry  huih  wri-c  iiirii  111  \ari  'I  Mfnrinii  mti  ;  (!;■!-. 
ill  all  NcMinur.-,  th,.  ni.ui  df  (;..i|  ua-  ilir  'iilv  man  \\\u<  <■..  .M 
iiiKJcr-tanil  ilu'  alia  i-i.  In  umIit  Iu  .li-i  in-  anv  iiMti'T.  lu- 
men  Miiist  iiinicr-tariil  cai  h  .,<.h'T  \.<  l,r-iii  ui!i,'  Whai  p'ra^- 
iirc  is  thciv  in  -ayiii;:  -liar|.  thin--  In  any  m.,-  uh,,  ,!,,.■-  tidt 
f<rl  tlicni'  'I'lic  (liHtnr  ami  the  piir-t  liad  lu..  inia-ii  i:.nh] 
ta>ti'.  ami  liail  -rcn  luo  nim-li  •^•.mhI  i  Minpaiu .  rmt  ;  ■  nlivcrvr  ir-: 
rnli's:  ihry  cuiil,!  ihcivfnp' ,  arr\  nii  ihr  lif  .'  wari'atv  tli.:i  :- 
jJo  ni'cc-sarv  tn  ronvcr-atinn.  l-aidi  liaiid  ih,  nihrr"-  upini..,,,, 
hnt  ihry  i-Ic.-iiiim|  each  oiIhtV  cham.  tcr.  If  <iicli  contia-t- 
and  such  -v mpaf lii.-  arc  ma  ihr  r—iiiial  .■l,.||icni>  of  imi- 
niary,  niu~t  \w  ma  dr-pair  nf  .M,cifiy,  .-imv.  (-.pcciallv  in 
!•  ran(c.  -mi a-  aiiia-ninMii  i-  iii.li-jwii-aMc  !u  it  ?  ( '.intra n.i, 
i<i  cliaiacli  I-.  lint  aiiia-niiiMM  ..t'  .a.i|iinn<.  is  what  lmv<-  !-• 
to  aiitipalhir-;.  So  the  Ahhr  Chap,  iMii  was  the  iln,-i,,r"s  tir-I 
friond  at  Xcniours. 

This  priot.  now  >i\ly  years  of  a;.'c.  had  1 n  Cuiv  ..f  \- 

moiirs  ever  since  the  re-e>tali'  -hinciit  of  Catholic  wor-!,:p. 
He  had  refused  proniolioii  tu  li,.  \  i.-ar-uviicral  of  his  din.  .-,■ 
out  of  allachiiicnt  tn  hi-  lln,',.  If  ihn-c  who  wciv  imliifcn  ;n 
to  rcii-inii  thniuhl  ihn  Letter  ,if  liiin  fnr  it.  the  t'aithful  In,., I 
'li'ii  :i'l  li"'  lii'U'n.  ■II111-  Venerated  l.v  hi-  llnck.  and  e-teeine.l 
l>y  the  coniinuniiy.  the  cufe  did  ,L'nnd  witlmut  impiirimr  !"■' 
closely  a-  to  the  rciieinu-  view-  nf  tiin-e  u  ho  uei-e  U!!f  .;•- 
tunate.     His  own  d\v.  llin,-.  scarcely  supplied  with   furnii':p' 

L-nuUn-h    fur   the    -!ric;,.-t    nece-silic-   nf    life,    w.-is    as   cold    alll 

bare  as  a  juiser".-  hovel.     Avarice  and  charity   Ix'trav  tlvai- 
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-iiiiil;ir  r<-tili-:  i|.ii>  iimI   ciianiN    liiy  up  in  !h.i\i  n 

'..i-iii'i'   t!i;it    till'   rni-iT   liuan!'    "ii    ••arthr      TIn'    AIiIm'' 

ri   i.H,k   III,  .-I  r\anl    \n  la-L    for  i-\''r\   i'\|»'ii-c.   iiiurr 

lii.iti  (iu!i-ci  k  (\if  -cuiili'il   111  —  li",   iii<l''(l,  ihal   11(1- 

li  A   cvir  had  a  -'rNani.     'I'ln'  l'huiI  \<r\f-\  nt'tfii  -olil 

.    r  -:i"i'  liiu  Isli-  ainl  linMilK  -  iiiici<!i'-  {<•  iriM'  tli<'  iiioncy 

'  .    |M".r  wn'tcli  he  lia«l  foiinii  di-lii  nI''.     'hi  »''i'iii,Lr  !miii 

"iit  i<\'  I  liiircli  Willi  till'  !iiiil:iii-  ni  In-  ki --tra|i-  |iiili('il 

III'    i.ll   till'   lilllliitllliilr-.   llii'  (|c\iilll    ladiC-  nf   |ln'   IiiWIl   Would 

!:■  I   "!T  '11   liiok    for  tlic  ciirr's   hucklc.,   at    ihr  oin'    i''Wcit'r'5 

.  .]:■  liiiiakrrV  >\]''\>  in  Nniiour-.  and  n-proa(  h  th'Mr  pas- 

:   :    ;-  i;i.v  n-totcd  iIk  in  to  Inin.      Il<'  nr\t'r  Imiul'Ih  luiiisi-lf 

'ii'  iluihc-..  and   wore  thcni   till   llicv   wire  di-oppin;.'  to 

111-  iindrrcluihinL;.  iIik  k  with  ilarn-,  rirUcd  his  -km 

i   !i  iir-.~hirt.     'I'hrn    Madame  dr   I'oricndiiric,  or  .-oino 

:   ^"'id  .-oul.  )dottcd  uith  In-  liou--fkei|itr  to  ri|ilaci'  iii< 

-iiiil-  or  cloth  clotht  -  |i\    ni'U'  ones  while  he  slept  ;  and 

!:..   prii -i  did  not  alwiiys  iinint'(liately  perceive  the  cNchanjjo. 

11'    !;nid  oir  pewter,  with  iron   forks  and  >poon> ;  when,  on 

_•'■  ::  'Mia-ions.  he  iiad  to  recei\e  his  snhoriiinate  clerjzy  and 

■  M.'i'T  eiire.-.  a  duty  that   fall.-  on  t!ie  head  of  a  di-trict.  ho 

!'  •r"ued  silver  and  table-lmen  from  his  friend  the  atheist. 

'■M\   plate  IS  working  oul  its  >aUalion,"  the  doctor  woidd 


li-  u'ood  deeds,  which  were  soonor  or  later  found  out,  and 

«:i  '  11  !i'  always  reinforced  with  spiritual  comfort,  were  car- 
rtil'iiii  u  iih  .-ulilimi' sinijilieity.  And  .-iich  a  iife  wa-  all  the 
!:"!■•  (IK ntorioiis  because  the  Ahlie  was  full  of  erudition,  as 
^.>i  a-  II  was  various,  ami  a  man  of  superior  abilities.  In 
'  I  I' ;!!;enieiil  and  elc;;ance,  the  in.-ej)aralde  attributes  of 
-'Ii  j'liriiv.  ailded  charm  to  elocution  worihv  of  a  jirelato. 
il  -  in.inners.  his  character,  and  his  conduct  j,^ave  to  his  so- 
•  ill!  e\(|uisite  flavor  of  all  llial  is  at  once  candid  and 
n  a  I'lriy  intellect.  I']njo\  in'/ plea-antry.  in  a  drawin^LT- 
1'  :■,  ill'  wa>  never  the  prie-t.  I'niil  Doctor  Minoret's  arrival, 
'■■  -  'ierihy  man  left  Ins  linht  under  a  I'U.-licl  without  a  re- 
i-'    '    lui  he  no  doubt  liked  him  tlie  better  for  callinir  it  into 
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Po>-:c.--:o(l  of  ii  fairly  ^.^xkI  lilmirv  jind  two  thousaiid  franc- 
a  year  when  he  cainc  to  Xcin(>iir>,  in  ls-j'.i  the  ^irc'-  had  iiuth- 
in>r  It-'ft  liiit  till'  iiuoiiic  I'roiM  his  chiinh.  and  ihal  he  t:av.> 
away  aliiiost  <'ntircly  year  hy  year.  A  man  of  uond  jiidi:- 
nicnt  in  delicate  all'airs  or  in  ini-l'uri  line,  more  than  one  .,i' 
those  who  never  went  to  ehnnli  in  >eareli  of  enn-nlaiion  w.'iit 
to  the  priest's  house  in  ((iiot  of  advice.  An  anecdote  will 
sulliee  to  comph'te  this  portrait  of  a  (  haracter.  C,  rtain  i,ea^- 
ants,  .seldom  it  is  true,  hut  had  folk^  at  any  rate,  said  lliev 
were  in  d:in>rer  of  iiniu-isonineni  for  delit.  or  had  tlienHrhe- 
sued  falsely,  to  stimulate  the  Ahhe's  lieiieliceiiee.  Tliey  de- 
ceived their  wives:  and  the  women,  >cciii--  iiieiii>clves  tliivai- 
encd  with  eviction  and  ilu-ir  e'iw<  seized,  hy  tiieir  iniiocmi 
tears,  (h'ceived  the  poor  cure,  who  would  lind  t!ie  >even  or 
eight  liundred  francs  demanded,  which  the  pea-ants  would 
spend  on  a  little  plot  of  <,'r(nin(].  When  -ome  piou-  per-uii-. 
ehurehwardens.  [Kiiiited  out  the  fraud.  he::;:in.i:  the  cure  in 
consult  them  for  the  future,  that  he  mi^ht  not  be  the  victim 
of  greed,  he  n'plied  : 

"Perhaps  those  men  would  Iiave  e<immitted  Mime  crime  t-i 
get  their  acre  of  land,  and  is  it  not  a  form  of  <:ood  to  hinder 
evil  ?•' 

The  reader  may  perhaps  find  plea-iire  in  this  sketch  of 
a  figure,  remarkal)le  hecau,-e  science  and  literature  had  en- 
tered that  heart  and  that  eapal)le  hrai:i  without  eorruptiiii 
them  in  any  way. 

At  .sixty  years  of  age  the  .\hl)e  Chaperon'-  hair  was  per- 
fectly white,  so  keenly  was  he  alive  to  the  suH'ering^  of  others 
and  so  <leep|y  had  the  events  of  the  Wevolution  aifected  liiiii. 
Twice  imprisoneii  for  having  twie(>  nd'iised  to  take  eeriaiii 
oaths,  he  had  twice  (to  use  his  own  e\pres>i(jn)  said  hi-  /'( 
matins,  lie  was  of  middle  hei-ht.  iieitiier  stout  nor  thin. 
His  face,  deeply  furrowed,  hnllow-cheeked.  and  colorles:-.  at- 
tracted the  eye  at  once  liy  the  perfect  calm  of  the  line-  a;.-l 
the  purity  of  its  outline,  which  looked  a-  if  fringed  wiili 
light.  There  is  a  my-ierious  kind  >'\'  radiaiue  from  the  fmi- 
of  a  perfectly-  chaste  man.     Brown  t'ves.  with  bright  pupil-, 
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life  to  irregular  fi'uturcs,  iindcr  ji  powerful  foreheiul. 
1!.-  :,',izi'  exercised  a  dominion  thai  may  lie  explained  by  \t< 
-  ,w ,  ;jir..>.  whieh  did  not  exeUide  strenirtli.  Tiio  arches  of 
ii-  i.ruws  were  like  deep  vaults,  sliadowed  l)y  thick  gray  eyo- 
'  -I  ^^-.  uliieli  friglitened  no  one.  As  ho  had  lost  many  teeth. 
':,-  month  was  shapeless,  and  his  cheeks  were  hollow;  but  this 
;;,.ii  ua~  ii')t  without  cliarm,  and  his  kindly  wrinkles  seemed 
,.!■.::;.-  to  1)0  smiling  at  you. 

il  •  Wiilkecl  with  dillieulty.  having  very  tender  feet,  with- 

.!  iMing  gouty;  so  in  all  weathers  ho  wori'  soft  calf-skin 
-!'i. -.  He  thought  trousers  unsui  able  to  a  prie>t.  and  al- 
..  .-  appeared  in  stout,  black  worsted  stockings,  knitted  by  his 
■'  keeper,  aiul  Idack  cloth  knee-l)ree(hes.  He  did  not  }:o 
■  r.  Ill  his  priest's  gown,  but  in  a  brown  overcoat  and  the 
:^:  ■ -inrnered  hat  he  had  always  bravely  worn,  even  in  the 
"  ■-;  times.  This  fine  and  noble  old  man,  whoso  face  was 
.  ■*,i\-  beautified  by  the  serenity  of  a  blamcle.<s  soul,  was  dcs- 
M  ■  J  to  have  so  -'at  an  influence  on  men  and  things  in  this 
i;;;:.iiive  that  u  .vas  necessary  to  go  to  the  sources  of  his 
:ii::!ini-ily. 

V, ninret  look  in  three  pajiers — one  liberal,  one  ministerial, 
ail  i  "lie  ultra — some  periodical  magazines  and  scientific  jour- 
!"  -.  et'  which  the  accumulation  swelled  his  library.  These 
,  ::i:ial-;,  the  oncyclojiedist,  and  his  books  were  an  attrac- 
!  M  ;.i  a  retired  captain  of  the  I?oyal  Swedish  rogimont,  Mon- 
V  :  lie  .lordy,  a  gentleman,  a  \'oltairean.  and  an  old  bach- 
• '  '.  aIio  lived  on  si.xteen  hundred  francs  a  year,  partly  pen- 
-."iL  ind  ])artly  an  annuity.  After  reading  the  papers  for 
-•■I!'  >!,iy-.  through  the  intervention  of  tiie  cure,  M.  de  Jordy 
'  ■  _'lil  It  becoming  to  call  and  thank  the  doctor.  From  hia 
lirM  visit  the  old  captain,  formerly  a  professor  in  the 
.!;ir\  eollego,  won  the  doctor's  good  graces,  and  the  visit 
'•'  -  -  j'lomptly  returned. 

M  ■n>ieur  de  , lordy.  a  lean,  dry  little  man,  but  tormented 
' }  '''•Hid  to  the  hea<l,  though  ho  had  a  very  jjale  face,  was 
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t-oldirr-kiii^r.  His  blue  v\v<,  wliich  \V(nil(l  make  one  think 
"Love  has  passed  that  wav,"  tliougli  tliey  were  deeply  .-a.l. 
were  interest iii<:  at  iirst  sight,  for  tlu'ir  gaze  betrayed  reniem- 
brance;  but  on  this  jioiiit  lie  kept  his  own  seeret  so  eoinpletilv 
that  his  old  friends  never  deteeted  him  in  any  allusion  to  hi- 
past  life,  nor  ever  heard  one  of  the  exelaniations  whieh  an 
eonietiines  ealled  forth  by  a  similarity  in  misfortune.  lie  hid 
the  painful  iny>tery  of  the  past  under  philosophieal  gaiety; 
but  when  he  thought  himself  alone,  his  movements,  weighti'il 
by  a  slowness  evidently  delilierate  rather  than  senile,  \)»:v 
witness  to  an  ever-presi'nt  painful  thought.  The  Abbe,  indeed, 
had  called  him  "The  Christian  without  knowing  it." 

Always  wearing  a  blue  (loth  >uit,  his  somewhat  stiff  de- 
meanor, and  his  style  of  dress,  betrayed  old  habits  of  military 
discipline.  His  voice,  soft  and  musical,  s]i<^ke  to  the  .~tiul. 
His  fine  hands,  and  the  shape  of  his  face,  recalling  that  of  the 
Cointe  d'Artois,  by  showing  how  handsome  he  must  have  Ikid 
in  his  youth,  made  the  mystery  of  his  life  even  more  impene- 
trable. It  was  impos.-ible  not  to  wonder  what  was  the  disas- 
ter that  had  stricken  a  man  so  hand.-ome,  with  courage,  grace, 
learning,  and  all  the  mo.-t  delightful  (lualities  of  heart  which 
had  formerly  been  united  in  his  person.  Monsieur  de  Jordy 
always  shuddered  at  the  name  of  Kobe.*pierre.  He  used  a 
great  deal  of  snuff,  but.  strange  to  say.  he  gave  it  up  for  little 
Ursule,  who  at  Iirst  showed  a  dislike  to  him  in  consequence 
of  this  habit.  Whenever  he  saw  the  child,  the  captain  would 
gaze  at  her  with  lingering,  almost  passionate  looks.  He  was 
so  devoted  to  her  game-,  and  took  so  much  interest  in  her, 
that  this  ali'ceiinii  di'ew  ^lill  tighter  his  tie  to  the  doctor, 
who,  on  his  ]>art.  never  dared  say  to  the  old  bachelor: 

"Have  you  too  lost  children  i'"' 

There  are  beings,  good  and  patient  as  he  was,  who  l'o 
through  life  with  a  liiitei'  memory  in  their  hearts,  and  a  snale. 
at  once  tender  and  >orrowfiil.  on  their  lips,  bearing  in  tlicin 
the  answer  to  the  riddle,  but  never  ;illowing  it  to  be  gue.--i'd 
— out  of  ])ride.  or  -corn,  or  pei-ha|i<  revenge — having  ]i>nv 
but    tiod   to   trust    in    or   to   comfort    them.      At    Xemoiirs, 
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,. :!nT,  like  the  doctor,  hv  had  conu'  to  die  in  peace,  Mon- 

r  >\f  .lordy  visited  noljody  hut  the  cure,  who  was  always 

:hc  service  of  his  parishicjiicrs  and  .Madame  (]e  Porten- 

1  n.  ulio  went  to  bed  at  nine  o'clock.     Thus  lie,  weary  of 

•  -tni;/;:ie,  had  at  last  taken  to  piinj:  to  lied  early  too,  not- 

;;  -i.iridin-.'  tiie  thorns  that  stiitrcd  his  pillow.     Thus  it  was 

:„ip[iy  chance  for  the  doctor,  as  well  a-  for  tlie  captain, 

■'lit  a  man  who  had  known  the  same  society,  who  spoke 

-,ni!c  lan;:na;:e,  with  whom  he  could  e.\chanj:e  ideas,  and 

•  went  to  bed  late.     When  once  Monsieur  de  Jordy,  the 

i-  Chaperon,  and  Minoret  hail  spent  an  evenin<r  to<rether, 

:■  f"nnd  it  .-o  pleasant  that  the  priest  and  the  soldier  came 

-wn   evcninfT  at   nine  oVlock,   when,  little   I'rsiile  beinij 

i'd.  the  old  man  was  free.    And  they  all  three  sat  talking 

'•   ninliiight,  or  one  o'clock. 

P"  fore  long  the  trio  became  a  (piartette.     Another  man, 

.'  Kii'w  life  well,  and  who  had  aoiuired  in  his  profession 

.:    I.uire-mindedncss,    learning,    accumulated    observation, 

vu.!iic.-s,   and   power   of   conversation   which   the   soldier, 

i'iiv-iciaii,  and  the  pric-^t  had  gained  in  dealing  with  souls, 

:.  'liMa-i's,  and  with  teaching — the  judge  of  the  district, 

■•  -    lir  Bongrand— got  wind  of  the  |)leasures  of  these  even- 

>.  and  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  doctor. 

'"  '"Tc  being  appointed  dustice  at  Xemours,  Monsieur  Bon- 

i'id  iiad  for  ten  years  been  attorney  at   Melun,  where  he 

:i- 'I'  had   pleaded   in  court,  as   is   usual    (in    France)    in 

■-  ulicre  there  is  no  bar.    At  the  age  of  forty-five  he  found 

-  T  a  widower;  but  feeling  too  acti-e  to  do  nothing,  he 

i    iiiiuicd  for  the  appointment  as  dustice  of  the  peace  at 

'  iiiS  which  had   fallen  vacant  some  months  before  the 

'I-  arrival.     The  Keeper  of  the  Seals  is  always  glad  to 

i   practical   lawyer,  and  particularly  a   well-to-do  man, 

I    ilicse   important   po.-ts.      Monsieur    Hongrand   lived 

'iij'ly   at   Xemours  on    his   salary  of   lifteen   hundred 

-.  ami  ciuld  thus  devote  the  rest  of  his  income  to  his 

'•!io  was  studying  for  the  bar  at  Paris,  and  tU  the  same 
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lime  working  up  legal  proeedure  under  Derville,  t!ie  famous 
attorney. 

The  elder  Hougrand  was  a  good  deal  like  a  retired  bri_'a- 
dier;  his  was  a  laee,  not  naturally  pale,  but  washed  out,  wlar 
business,  di.-appoiiitment,  and  disgust  had  left  their  marks; 
it  was  wrinkled  by  nuieh  thought,  and  also  by  the  pinched 
look  of  a  man  who  is  ei)ii.-tantl>  forced  not  to  say  all  he 
thinks;  but  it  wa^  often  illuminated  by  the  smiles  peculiar 
to  men,  who,  by  turns,  believe  everything  or  believe  nothing, 
who  are  aecus'omed  to  see  and  hear  everything  without  sur- 
prise, to  sound  the  depths  which  self-interest  reveals  at  the 
iioltoni  of  men's  hearts,  liider  his  hair,  which  was  faded 
rather  than  gray,  and  brushed  in  smooth  waves  on  his  head, 
rose  a  sagacious  brow,  its  yellow  tint  hariiioni/Jng  with  that 
of  his  thin  locks.  His  face,  being  rather  short,  gave  him 
some  reseniM^iaee  to  a  fo.\,  all  the  more  so  because  his  nose 
was  short  and  sharp.  v\s  he  spoke,  his  wide  mouth,  like  that 
of  all  great  talkers,  sputtered  out  a  >[>rA\  of  white  feuui-stais, 
which  made  his  conversation  so  showery,  that  Cioupil  used  to 
say,  maliciously:  '•Vou  want  an  umbrella  while  you  listen  to 
him,"  or,  "The  Justice  of  the  peace  raius  decisions."' 

His  eyes  seemed  keen  behind  his  specLades.  but  if  he  took 
them  olf,  his  expression  was  dulled,  and  he  looked  stupid. 
Though  lively,  and  even  jovial,  by  his  manner  he  gave  hiai- 
self  rather  too  much  the  airs  of  a  man  of  importance.  His 
hands  were  almost  always  in  his  trousers  pockets,  and  he 
only  took  them  oii<  to  settle  his  spectacles  on  his  nose  with  a 
sort  of  mocking  gesture,  preliminary  to  some  acute  remark 
or  clinching  argument.  These  movements,  with  his  loquacity 
and  his  innocent  pretentiousness,  betrayed  the  country  law- 
yer; but  such  slight  defects  were  merely  supeiiieial ;  he  inado 
up  for  them  by  an  acipiired  geniality,  which  an  e.xaet  moralist 
might  define  as  the  indulgence  inhert'nt  m  superiority.  And 
if  he  had  somewhat  the  look  of  a  fox,  he  was  also  suppn.-ed 
to  be  extremely  wily,  without  being  dishonest.  His  cuiiiiine 
was  the  exercise  of  perspicacity.  Do  we  not  call  folks  cun- 
ning who  can  foresee  results,  and  avoid  the  snares  laid  for 
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ih.ni?  Tlio  lawyer  was  fund  df  whist,  a  irarno  wiiioh  tlio 
'!-'  ',ir  Mill]  the  captain  played,  and  wliiili  the  priest  soon 
'•  .irii'  il. 

Tii!-  litlle  party  ereated  an  ^asis  for  the  iiselves  in  ^fino- 
'  ;-  drawini:-r(ioin.  The  Xenioiirs  town  doctor,  who  was 
<■'■:  ill  licii'iii  in  education  or  manners,  and  who  respected 
W  i:Mirt  as  an  ornament  to  tlie  profc.-.-ion.  was  also  admitted; 
:  :;•  hi-  Imsiness  and  fatiijues,  which  compelh'd  him  to  po 
I'  !"il  early  that  he  miirht  rise  hctimes,  hindered  him  from 
1"  mi:  Ml  retruhir  a  visitor  as  the  ductor's  three  friends  were. 

Thr  ineetin;:^  of  thi'-i'  five  -iifU'rior  men.  who  alono  in  all 
till  !iiun  had  enough  <;('neral  culture  to  understand  each  other, 
■  'iinit  for  Minoret"s  aversion  for  his  heir-;  thoujrh  he 
':i!L'!it  have  to  leave  th<'ni  hi-  fortune,  lie  eouid  not  admit 
i:.'  Ill  to  his  society.  Whether  the  postmaster,  the  registrar, 
•II  '  \t\<-  receiver  understood  this  distinction,  or  were  reas- 
-.,,1.1  l.v  their  uncle's  loyal  nature  and  benefactions,  they 
K  i-iil  at  any  rate  to  call  on  him,  to  his  very  great  satisfac- 

four  old  players  of  whist  and  backgammon  had,  within 
r  eight  months  of  the  doctor'.s  settling  at  Xemours, 
a  compact  and  e.xclusive  little  circle,  which  came  to 
1  II  li  of  them  as  a  sort  of  autumnal  brotherhood,  quite  un- 
i""'-.'il  for,  and  therefore  all  the  sweeter  and  more  enjoyahlo. 
Ti;!-  family  party  of  choice  spirits  found  in  Ursule  a  child 
'.^l:- !!!  each  could  adept  after  his  maimer:  the  priest  thought 
'  :  lur  soul,  the  lawyer  made  himself  her  protector,  the  sol- 
'••'!■  nion.isod  himself  that  he  would  be  her  tutor;  as  for 
^!:::"ni.  he  was  father,  mother,  and  doctor  in  one. 
.Vi'ii  r  .leclimatizing  himself,  as  it   were,  the  old  man   fell 
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:'«'!-.     With  I'rsule  as  an  excuse,  he  never  received  anv  one 
It   liie   morning,  and   asked   nobodv   to  dinner:  his   friends 
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ible,  and  read  while  waiting  for  the  othiTs 

ent  to  meet  the  doctor  if  he  were  out  walking.     These 


or  some- 


■  -1 
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quiet  habits  were  m.t  nuTcly  tlic  rc.|itircnicnts  of  old  n-.-; 
they  wvvo  .'iImi  u  wise  .iml  (lL'(|i-I;ii<l  |iif(;iiiti()ti  on  tho  par: 
"'  ■'  '"■">  "I'  111''  W'tM  to  |in'vri)t  hi-  liii|)|)ini's>  hciii.-:  trniii,:,i! 
by  the  n-.tif--  ciiriuHtv  ,,f  liis  ivlatinn^.  or  the  pcltv  ,<ro>M[i 
of  a  country  town.  lie  would  coiiccd,.  iiotliini:  to  tlic  caj.ri- 
cioiis  jroddcss  l'ul)lic  Opinion,  wiios.'  tyranny— one  of  th. 
furses  uf  Francr~-u;i.-  iiliunt  to  l.c  .-taiilislird".  and  to  iiiii^:, 
our  \vii()l(>  country  mi,.  -in-Ie  })rovince.  So  a>  soon  a-  lii. 
little  ,t,'irl  was  weaned  and  could  wall<.  lie  sent  awav  the  f.,,,, 
whom  his  niece,  Madame  Minor,. t-Levrault.  had  'found  f^r 
hiin,  on  discovering,'  that  .-he  reported  to  the  postmistress 
everything  that  went  on  in  his  house. 

Little  Trsiile's  nur.se.  tlu>  widow  of  a  poor  laborer  owiiini: 
no  name  but  tliat  he  was  chri-tened  liv.  am]  who  came  fnun 
Bougival.  had   lost   her  last   baiiv  at   tiie  a-e  of  six   moniiis: 
and  the  doctor,  knowin-r  her  to  i)e  an  honest   creature,  en- 
gaged her  as  wet  nur.se,  in  pity  for  h^r  destitution.     Ila\in_' 
no  money,  and  ciunini:  from    La    Hre->e.   wiiere   her  fainiiy 
lived  in  poverty.  Antoinette   I'atris.  widow  of   I'ierri'  ,lit  ih 
Bougival,   naturally  attached   herself  to    Ursulo,   as   foster- 
mothers     do     attach    themselves    to    a    sucking   child    as   it 
grows   up.      This    blind    motherly    affection    was    reinforced 
by  domestic  attachment.     Warned  Inl'orehand  of  the  doctor'^ 
intentions,  La  Bougival  learneil  to  eor.k  on  the  sly.  made  her- 
self tidy,  and   fell  into  the  old   man's  ways.     She  took  the 
greatest  care  of  the  furniture  and  th(.  rooms;  in  short,  she 
was  indefatigable.     Not  only  .lid   iho  doctor  insist  that  liis 
private  life  should  be  screened  from  the  world  :  he  had  reason- 
of  his  own  for  keeping  all  knowledge  of  his  affairs  from  his 
heirs.     Thus  by  the  time  he  had  l)een  at    Xemours  a  vear. 
there  was  no  one  in  his  hou.-e  hut  La  Bougival  on  whose' di- 
oretion  he  could  absolutely  rely,  and   he  di.sguised  his  real 
rea.sons   under   the   all-powerful    plea   of  economy.      To  the 
great  joy  of  his  familv.  he  became  niL-erly.     Without  under- 
hand wheedling,  solely  as  a  result  of  her  solicitude  and  de- 
votedness.   La   Bougival.  who  at   the  time  when  this  dranui 
opens  was  forty-thrci.  years  old.  was  hou.sekceper  to  the  doctor 
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,nl  his  littlo  protegee,  the  pivot  on  wliich  the  whole  house 

•  iM.  •!.  Ill  fact,  his  foiifi(hiilial  scrv.iiit.  Sin-  had  bwn 
:';,!iiiil  l,;i  Hoiiirival  in  f'onsc(|U('Hff  of  the  inijuissihilitv  of 
iiiliiiiL'  liiT  l)y  her  C'liri-tian  miiiu'  of  Antoinette,  for  names 
!'i  i  lAr,-.  inu.-t  follow  a  law  i<{'  liarinoiiv. 

I'll.'  iloctorV  avarice  was  not  an  empty  won!:  hut   if  was 

•  -r  .1  jiurpo.-e.  From  IslT  he  lmvc  up  two  of  hi<  newspapers, 
;••'!  r(,i-((!  to  subscrihe  to  periodical  ma.L'azines.  His  annual 
•;iiii\.  wiiich  all   Nemours  could  reckon,  was  not  more  than 

•  ;i.'!itr.ii  liuiulred  francs.  IJke  all  old  men,  his  re(piirements 
in  iiD.'i:.  clothin;:.  and  >lioes  were  a  mere  tritle.  Kvery  six 
■1:  litli-  he  made  a  journey  to   i'ari-.  no  doul)t   to  draw  and 

1  ■ -1  !ii~  dividends.  In  fifteen  years  he  never  said  a  word 
•':.r  had  anythinjr  to  do  with  hi^  affairs.  His  confidence  in 
I'.  M-i;iiid  was  of  later  date;  he  never  sjioke  to  him  of  his 
;•  i:'-  nil  after  the  Revolution  of  1S:>0.  The-e  were  the 
■••■'■'■  ihiiiL's  in  the  doctor's  life  known  at  that  time  to  the 
;  '■■*i:-r<ilk  aiul  liis  heirs.  A-  to  lii<  political  r)pinions,  as  his 
M  ;.■  uas  rated  at  no  more  than  a  lumdred  francs  in  taxes, 
'!'  ii'V.  r  interfered,  and  would  have  nothimr  to  sav  to  suh- 
-iru.tiMiN  on  either  tlie  I{oyali-t  or  the  IJheral  side.  His 
U'  il-i-nnwii  horror  of  ])riests  and  his  deism  so  little  loved 
'!■  li  'U-irations,  that  when  his  nephew,  ^Minoret-Levrault, 
-  M'  a  iravelini:  l)ook-eller  to  his  liousi'  to  propnse  that  ho 
-:•:;:']  /)U\  the  '•Cure  Me.-lier."  and  (ieneral  Foy's  addre.*ses, 
'''  :;:in'd  the  man  i/Ut  of  the  hou>e.  Tolerance  on  such  terms 
•VI-  i;!i;'<,  ine\piical)!e  to  the  Fiherals  of  N'emours. 

'inetor's  tiire(>  collati'ral   heirs,   Minoret-Levrault  and 
Monsieur   and    Mailame    Massin-Levrault,   junior, 
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such 


•rate 


listmctions  are  onlv  needed  in  the  (Jatinais, — these 


■iiiiilies,  too  husv   to  create  anotiier  centre. 


met   con- 
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e  onlv  meet  in  small  t 
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inner  on 


?t  in  small  towns.     The  postmaster 
his   Sim's   birtluhiv,   a    hall   at    the 


:\al.  and  another  on  the  anniver~arv  of  h 


the.se  he  asked  all  th 
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e  townsfolk  of   Xeinours 
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tax-roroivcr  also  irntbcrc]  hi-  relation-  and  friends  ahoiit 
him  twice  a  year.  Tlie  ./ii>l ice's  rcuM-trar  l-MnL'.  as  he  said. 
too  poor  to  lanncli  out  in  siicli  extra vairaiicc,  live,]  narrowlv 
in  a  house  half-way  ilown  the  lli-h  Street,  of  wliich  the 
^rroiind  floor  was  let  to  his  >i-ter.  the  mistress  of  the  letter- 
post— another  henefaclioii  of  the  doctor's.  I?nf  in  the  coiir.sp 
of  the  year  these  thre(>  inheritors  or  their  wives  met  if;  thn 
town  or  ont  walkinir.  at  the  market  in  the  mornim:.  on  their 
<Ioor  steps,  or  on  Snndav.  alter  Ma-<.  on  the  Chnrch  ^i\\v.m. 
as  at  this  moment,  so  thai  lliey  saw  earh  other  ev(>rv  day. 

Xow  for  the  last  three  years  more  e-peciallv.  the' doctor's 
affc,  his  mi.serline.ss,  .,iid  hi<  fortune  jiistifieil  allusions  or 
direct  remarks  relatin.i:  to  their  jirospects,  which,  passing' 
from  one  to  another,  at  la^t  made  the  doctor  and  his  heir^ 
equally  famous.  For  these  six  months  not  a  week  had  pa-ed 
without  the  frien.ls  and  neijrhhors  of  the  Minon>t  familv 
siH'akin^'  to  them  with  covert  envy  of  the  day  when  the  uiil 
man's  eyes  would  he  closed,  and  his  money  hoxes  opened. 

"Doctor  Minoret  may  he  a  [diysician.  and  have  come  to 
an  understandin^r  with  Death,"  said  one;  "hut  only  God  is 
eternal." 

"Bah!  he  will  hury  us  all;  he  is  in  Letter  health  than  we 
are,"  one  of  the  expectant  heirs  would  repiv  hvpocritically. 
"Well,  if  you  don't  ^et  it,  vour  children  will— unless  that 

little  Ursuh " 

"He  will  not  leave  her  everythin.i:  I"' 

I  rsule.  as  ^Madatne  Mas-in  had  f)ro<rnosticated,  was  the 
real  huc^hear  of  the  family,  the  Daniocles'  .sword;  and 
Jradanie  Creiniere's  favorite  last  word,  "'llio.so  who  live  will 
know."  showed  plainly  enon,irIi  that  they  wished  her  ill  ratlur 
than  W(dl. 

The  tax-receiver  and  the  iciristrar.  who  w(>re  poor  by  com- 
parison with  the  postma>ter.  had  often,  hy  way  of  ccmver-n- 
tion,  calculated  the  doctor's  ])roperty.  .As  thev  walked  aloni.' 
by  the  canal,  or  on  the  hitrhroad.  if  they  saw  their  um'i 
coming'-  they  looked  at  each  other  ])iteously. 

"lie  iias  provid(>d  himself  with  some  elixir  of  life,  no 
doubl,"  said  one. 
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;lil  lo  K'iivc  us  tlic  lion's  shari'.  for  llial  I'.ii  M 
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iiiorct 


u  .1;!--  tnf  iioihiii;/ 


■••III.  .Miiiorct  liiis  a  son  who  will  <^ci  rid  of 
'I  .'11-  iiioiifv  for  him  I" 


a  rrcal  deal 


'i\\    iniK 


run 


h.  now.  do  von  suppose  the  doctor's  fortune  inav 
tl 


lid  tile  rei:i>trar. 


••\\'i!.  at  the  end  of  twelve  years,  twelve  tl 

\,  d  ,  \,ry  year  come  to  a  hundred  and  fort'   ruiir  tl 


ii'ii'.uiii   Iranes 


iMii-atui 


iiipound  interest  will  have  produced  al  lea-t 


11  li:;ii(l:-ei| 


d  francs  more;  but  m 
i!;i;-i  have  turned  his  mon 


under  his  I'aris  lawyer's  advice, 
ev  to  advanta^'e  now  and  a^ain, 

eiirlll    nr    -.r\cn 


'-•I    I-  lie  would  iiave  mvoted  up  to  IS-J-.'  at 
iiiiil  a  half  per  cent  in  <,'overninent  securities,  tl 
ii!i:-i  al   ihis  time  hav 


le  old    lellow 


e  about   lour  hundred  ihou-aii' 


I'  iiiiii  over,  to  .<ay  nothin;,'  of  his  fourteen  thou.-and  f 


■rceiit.  worth  one  hundred  and  sixteen  at  tl 


i::";!iciit. 


If  h 


I  r.incs 
rancs 


le  present 


e  were  to  die  to-morrow  and  leave  I'rsul 


e  an 


Iran 


I"  ;!!.•  Ii 


hare,  we  should  j,'et  seven  to  eijrht  hundred  thousand 
not  to  mention  the  house  and  furniture." 
i.  a  hundred  thousand  to  .Minoret.  a  hiimlred  thousand 
itle  jrirl.  and  three  hundred  thousand  to  each  of  us. 


i!  «Muld  be  a  fair  thini 


•V 


hat  would  keep  us  in  shoe-leather. 


he  should  do  that,"  cried  M: 


:i'l" 


issin,  "I  would  sell  my 


■  i.:iiient  and  buy  a  line  e^tate.      I  would  trv  to  be  mad 


Kontainebleau.  and  be  elected  deput; 
luld    buy   a    stockbroker's    business." 


I'll  i\ t'f. 

■•I'llfr, 


said    the    tax- 


rtunately,  that  little  jrirl  on  hi.s  arm  and  tl 
blockaded  him  that  wo  cannot  iret  at  h 


le  euro 


nm. 


w  any  rate,  we  are  quite  certain  that  he  will  leave  n(,thin' 
!.  ■  Church."  ^ 
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fi  :  m 


;iy  now  bo  understood  that  the  1 


'in,_''  their  uncle  .iroin,;.'  to  Mas-:.     T) 

'"Ugh  to  imagine  injurv  to  tlieir  in.ien'sts.     Interest  is 
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le  most  stupid  hav( 
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""•  movin;:  spirit  of  th,.  ,,.,i.ant  as  of  tl,,.  diplonuilr.  .n„l 
""  ''""  -'■'"""'  ''"■  '""^1  >"'l"'l  in  apiM.;,r,-,:„r  „i;.v  piTlian, 
I"'"'''  ""■  -l''i'T'-i-  "'nr,.  tlii-  t,rnl,|,.  ai-iiMu^Mt ":  -If  that 
''!"'•  '  '""'"  "  ^i''!''  '"  I'lin,-  hrr  pn.t.Mtur  wni.i,,  tlu'  nalo 
"t  thcChii:,!,.  ~l„.uiil.,.rnn,il>  l,„Nr  pnur,- to  mviiiv  Iut  own 
'"'"■'■"■""■'■•  '''^'^"1  "HI  III  lrii,.r>  of  lirr  in  tlie  iniiid  of 
''"■  '""-'  "'•'"-'•  "!■  ''"■  iiiin  niur~.  Tli,'  pM-i  ira.t.T  lia.l  for- 
L'ottcn  thr  .■ni-ina  in  1,,.  ,,„•,  I,,,!,,-  ,,,  liiirrviii-  ,„  ,1,,, 
•^""■'•:   I'"-  H'  til..  .in,.|,,r  u,,v   iv,,!lv   in  ,.|,;m.,;i,    roilowm-r 

" '■''''■'  "'   l"''V'-.  ""■>■   nii.L'lil    loM-  two  luin.lrcl  and  llfi?- 

'''""^'""'  'I'""--  It  '.^.i-t  1."  ;,uM.ittr,]  that  tlu'lr  frars  u,.,; 
I>a>r,|  „„  tl;,.  ,irori-r,t  ,in,i  mo-t  1,-itiiiiatc  „{  social  scim- 
Micnl-.  naip.rlv.  on  family  intnot. 

••Will,  .MoiiHCiir  .Minoivt."  .-ai.l  the  niavor-a  niirtHl  iml- 
l«T  who  ha.l  tiiriMil  i.'ov;,i,-t.  a  Lrvraull-Cri-nii.-T.'— '-wl,,  „ 
til.'  d.vil  wa^  ohl.  the  .Irsil  a  „i,,Mk  would  he!  Your  iiiicl... 
i  am  told,  has  conic  over  to  us." 

';H<'tIcr  late  than  never.  coiiMii."  rcplicl  the  postmasirr, 
trviiii:  to  conceal  hi-  aimovaiice. 

'•\ln\y  that  man  would  laii^udi  if  we  were  .lisai.point.-d  !  (I,. 
'^  '!""'■  '■■'I'.il'l''  "T  makin-  his  son  marrv  that  ciirsi'd  little 
lHi>.-y.  May  the  dexil  net  his  tail  round  licr!"  cried  (Ve- 
miere.  -hakin^'  his  li.-t  at  the  mayor  as  hu  went  in  under 
the  porch. 

-What  on  earth  is  the  mattor  with  oh]  Crcmiero?"  s,,i,] 
''"■  '"il'iH'r,  the  eldest  son  of  a  Lcvranlt-Levrault.  "Is  he 
n"t  plea.Md  to  >ee  In-  uncle  rake  the  road  to  paradiser" 

-Wlu,  would  ever  have  helieved  it!'"  said  the  re^'istrar. 

"It  IS  never  safe  to  siy  to  the  well.  'I  will  nev..r"drink  of 
ymir  water  :•  "  replied  ih,.  „otarv.  who.  se.un-  the  <,'r.)np  from 
atar,^  lett  Ins  wife  to  iro  on  to  church  alone. 

"Xow.  Monsieur  Dionis."  said  Cremiere,  takinir  the  law^.r 
i'y  the  arm,  '"what  do  you  advi.-e  us  to  do  in  these  circum- 
.-^tanees  r" 

^  "I  advise  you."  said  Dionis.  addressinjr  the  expectant  heirs, 
'to  .i:o  to  hed  and  ,trct  up  at  the  usual  hours,  to  eat  vour  soup 
iiefore  it  gets  cold,  to  put  your  shoes  on  your  feet'and  vo^ 


^<-  ^f:  wr  -^!j>^-ff^ . .  ■    mf'i :    -f"  ■'^r[ 


and 
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■■'.  Nniir  hciul ;  ill  -Imrl.  |,    <:,>  mi  ,     idlv  as  if  nothiipr  had 

.  ;  ■  lull. 

••"i    II  aiv  a  poor  coinfdrtcr  I"  said  Mav-in  with  a  ciinriins 

^'!;|llcc. 

In  -|Hh'  of  ]i\>  slinrt,  fii!  fi-,i,v,  .mil  lii>  thick,  cni-licd- 
.  "..A^n-  f-aturc-,  »  n'mu'Tc-l  )i..tii.-  \va>  a.-  -Iipiici-v  ..'^  -ilk.  To 
Trakv  ,1  furiiiiH'  I  ,■  \va<  in  ^.  rtvt  parnin-liip  u/h  Ma-Mn. 
^•'"""  '"•  ""  'loi^^il  kcpi  iiiorii!,.(l  wlirn  pi'ii-ant-  wcrr  in 
'! '^'iiliirs.  an;I  wliidi  j.ots  ..f  ^.Tuimd  ii.>  niiL'hl  ii.'V..ur, 
>i  !!h'  !U(i  liirri  roiilil  pick  and  cIh..-,',  ni.\,.r  Iritin:/  a  ■j'tml 
<  :>  iric-  ,-capc  ilicrn.  ami  (li\idini:  the  pi-.>!ii,  ,,f  thi-  iiMirv  on 
!!'"rtLM-r.  which  .icla.vs  th<MiL:!i  it  cann..t  hinder,  the  a.'tinn 
"!  !lic  peasantry  uti  tlu-  land.  Ilciicc  |)i,.ni,  |Vli  a  keen  in- 
'■•'■-!  m  till"  (InctorV  will,  je^s  ..n  ai'onnt  of  Nfin..rei  ih,. 
|'-i(ii,iMer  and  Crcniicre  the  tax- receiver  than  fni  iiis  fri.  .mI 
'■'"'  nu-irars  .<aki'.  Ma>~in"s  .-hate  would,  -ouncr  or  later. 
'  !'•  to  .-wfll  the  capital  on  which  tho  partners  tra.led  in  lln' 
i!  -irict. 

■•\\'<    must  try  to  find   out,  fhrouirh    Monsieur   H    iirrand. 
*'-  JMs  fired  this  shot,"  replied  the  lawyer  in  a   \>>\v  voic 
.c  :i  u.irnini:  to  .Massin  to  lie  low. 

■What  are  you  doin^r  li,.n\  Minon-t:-"  was  suddenlv  heard 
fiM  a  little  woman  who  l)ore  down  on  the  irroup.  in  the  i  (Kt 
c!  ■(hich  the  posiinastor  was  visihle  as  a  tower.  -Voi,  do 
I:  ■  .now  what  has  heeonie  of  I)c-irc,  and  you  -eeiii  to  have 
'•■i.'ii  loot  there  on  your  t»vo  feet  when  I  fam  led  yuu  were 
'■'■■  'I'irMhaek; — (Jood-niornin;:,   iadie-;  ,ind  j.fentlenien  !" 

Tins  >pare  little  woman,  pale  and  fair,  dressed  in  a  coii m 
^'■.*n-  white,  with  a  lar^'e  tlowi'ivd  iialt.'rn  in  chocolate- 
'"!":•  -in  an  end)roidered  cap  trimmed  will,  lace,  and  a 
f''-^!  i.reen  shawl  over  her  flat  .-hould,  ,s,  w.-i-  the  po<tniis- 
''•-  .  who  made  the  stoutest  postilions  ([uake.  ilie  servants. 
•'■'■\  the  carters;  who  kept  the  till  and  the  ho.. 
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■pt 
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•  in  the  habit  of  saying 
liad  not  a  sin>de  arti< 


Lil 
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and   man- 


I've,    as    the    'ii'ia|)l, 
■"■'•.  thriftv  hi.iisew  it'e. 


irif 


I*'  oj     ('welrv.     she  did   not 


i»  vy  and  trash,"  as  slie  put  it ;  she  liked  what  wa.-  d 


;avor 
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•I'l'l  in  -pitc  u{  it-  iM.i,,-  Snn.lfiy.  she  li.id  on  li.r  hlnck  -ilk 
•M"""  "I'll  I'lH-k,!-,  ill  uliirli  a  luiiicli  ,,f  k,.v,  jiiiir|,.,|.  Ii,r 
slinll  vui.r  wii-  .ar-plitllML.'.  In  >|)it.>  of  tli.' 'swivt  l.lii,  nf 
li.T  .v,.-.  hrr  ,,;,ri|  -azc  ua-  in  cvMlnil  hiinnnnv  with  ih,. 
thin  lips  of  a  li^rhtlv-H't  niontli,  and  a  hi-h.  |.ioj..,.tinjr,  ami 
v.rv  (lopotic  I, row.  II, T  -lane.'  wa.  -harp.  -haiiMT  still  w.-n' 
li'T  .i^vMurcs  and  w.id-.  "Zrli,.  Inin;:  "liliu'cd  to  havo  «i!! 
tnollMl,    (•,„.  ,\,„_    |,,„i   ^,,^^..,^,   ,,.,,,   ,,,„,„„, I    |.,,.   ,i,r,,,._-   ,;„„|,,, 

n-.MJ  iM  -av;  and  it  \yn<  he  ulm  notrd  the  Mir,r..ivc  rcij,Mis  of 
llm,.  vo!m.,r  po>t-lM.\s.  wrv  neatly  kept,  uhoni  Zrlic  liad  >rt 
"!'  after  M.\,.ii  years-  -ersiee.  |.,d,.,.d.  the  -pitefnl  ,.|,.rk 
iiiw.i.\>  called  them  l'o>tilion   I..  |'o>tili.,n   i|..  j,,,,]   |',,stili„n 

III.       P.tit    the   Hliall    inthlellee   evrrted    in    the    hon^i'    hv    tlir,,. 

youn-  men.  and  their  perfect  ol„.di..mv.  proved  that  Z»-lio 
had  simply  and  purely  tak.  n  an  inteiv.-t  iii  ivallv  Kood  fel- 
lows. 

'•Ay.  Zelio  values  zeal."  the  <-lork  would  rejilv  to  anv  ,>nv 
who  made  .-lu  h  a  remark. 

This  piece  of  scandal  was,  howovor.  improl)ahlo.  .sJin.r 
the  Inrth  of  her  .-on.  whom  she  nursed  herself,  thouirh  it  ua- 
inipo--ilde  to  .-ee  how.  the  postmi>tress  had  ihoiiilit  nnl, 
of  addin-  to  her  fortune,  and  devot,.d  her.-^elf  without  rc-^im- 
to  the  mana-emeni  of  h.r  immen>e  l.usiness.  To  roh  her  o: 
a  truss  of  straw  or  a  i\w  hushels  of  oats,  to  detect  her  m 
error  m  the  most  com])licated  account.-,  was  a  thin-;  inipo->i- 
l»If.  thou-h  she  wrot..  a  cat's  scrawl,  and  knew  n'^UhinL'  of 
anllimelic  beyond  addition  and  snhtraction.  She  walked  i,n\ 
solely  to  in.-pect  her  hay.  her  oats,  and  her  after-crops;  ih-n 
.-he  would  .-end  her  man  to  fetch  in  the  crops,  and  her  \"- 
tilion.  to  pack  the  hay.  and  tell  them  within  a  hundredwo-h: 
how  much  they  could  -et  off  this  or  that  lii^ld.  ThouLrli  -;■ 
was  the  soul  of  the  liu.L'c  body  known  a-;  :\Iinoret-I/'vraiili. 
■""'  '•;''  l'i"i  I'.v  111.-  idiotically  snui.  no^e.  she  was  liable  f 
the  friuhts  which  nmiv  ,„•  !,.ss  cmstantly  a.iritate  tho.-c  wh'i 
'l'"'l'  'iiid  lead  wild  beasts,  and  she  (piar'reled  with  him  fn- 
qiienily.  Tlie  jiost-Liys  knew  by  the  rowin^rs  thev  jrot  fn.n 
Mmorel  wlu^n  his  wife  had  .-cold'ed  him.  f..r  her  ra^'e  glanml 
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'■  i"  i'"'"'-     Kilt,  iihl.M'il,  M.i.Imihc  Miiiuri't  wjH  ;i'  >lir>-,\(l 
•'  u,i-  iiv:iri(iniis. 
•Wlniv  uoiiM  .Mirmnf  lir  wiilidiit  his  wife:-"  w.i-  a  liwvf.n! 
iii  inuic  ih.iii  uni'  IkhimIioIiI  in  ih,.  t:)uii. 

-U  ii.  n  \MU  lic;ir  \vli;ii  i.  Iiiipiiciiitiir  to  ii-i  you  will  |„.  hcsuli. 
\i.:,r-ill'  td.i."'  rfj)lic(l  il:,.  Mairrdt"  Nfiiininx. 

•W-  II.  what  is  it  I'"" 

•  r'-iilr  hn<  takrn   I'nrtnr  Miiiurct   tn  Ma--." 

'/.,'■':<■  Li'vraiiltV  eyes  -cciiicil  to  dilate;  fr.r  an  instant  slic 
«:i-  -;!.  :il.  yellow  with  ra::e;  tlien  erym-.  "I  HiiiM  ^ee  it  (,. 
l"ii'V,  It,"  -he  rushed  int.)  the  clmnh.  The  ll,)>t  w.i-  jii-i 
•■l.'.iit.MJ.  Favored  hy  the  jreiieral  aitittMie  of  \vur-hi[..  -he 
Mi-  .ihle  to  h)ok  aloii.i:  eacli  row  of  chair-  and  h.'inli.'s  as  she 
■■<■•'  n|.  past  the  cliapels  to  the  plaie  uhere  Trsuh'  knelt. 
iiin!  h-.  !ier  side  <h('  saw  the  nhi  man.  iiare-headi'd. 

i!  .--ii  '-an  recall  the  pertfaits  ,,f  Hariie-MarlMiis.  Unissy- 
iiAii-!a>,  Mofcllel.  Hclvetins.  ami  ["ivderick  the  (Ireat.  vmi 
«i'l  !i,i\c  an  exact  idea  of  tlio  head  of  Doctor  Minoret.  who 
:!:  !i!^  -ncn  old  ajro  was  a  rrood  deal  like  thc^e  famous  pcr- 
-'■r  .i-es.  These  heads,  struck  as  it  mi,i:ht  -eem  from  the  simi" 
'!i'.  I't  lliey  lend  tlietnselvcs  to  the  medalist's  art.  pic-i'iit 
a  -vcre  and  almost  puritanical  profile,  cold  co!orin<r,  a 
I!  itiieniatical  hrain.  u  certain  narrowness  of  face,  as  if  it  had 
'"•■n  -liiieezed.  astute  eyes.  ^rr;,v,,  n,,,,  ,,,,,]  somethin,i:  aristo- 
iv-itie  in  sentiment  rather  than  in  hahit-.  in  the  intellect 
nit':'r  than  in  the  character.  They  all  have  lofty  foreheads, 
r'(y,i:i!,f  ;,  little  at  the  top.  which  hctrays  a  teudencv  to  ma- 
teriali-m.  You  will  find  all  the.^e  leadin;:  characteri-tics 
'■!"  i.'i''  liead,  and  the  look  of  the  face,  in  the  portraits  of  the 
';':e!,,|Mdist.s,  of  the  orators  of  ihe  Cirondins,  and  of  the 
':  ■  "  of  that  time  whose 
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lief 


was  a 


Imost 
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though  calling  themsel 


a  i}iank. 


Vi'S  deists,  were  atheists.     A 
N  .111  atheist  with  an  eye  to  the  ofT-chance  of  some  ad- 


V.oil.ii. 

'■•■I'  !'ki'--'.   and   it  derived  a   sort   of  chil 


Miiiuret  Iiad  a  for^  ;iead  of  this  type.  Init  furrowed  witl: 


!ke   in'renuousness 


:he  way  in  which  his  silver  hair,  comhcd  back  HI- 
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woman's  at  lior  toilet,  curled  in  tliin  loeks  on  his  black  coat; 
fur  he  persisted  iii  dre^sin;:.  as  in  the  days  of  his  youth,  in 
l)Iacl<  silk  stock in;.'s,  slioes  witli  jjold  buckles,  knee-breeches  of 
rich  silk,  a  wliitc  waistcoat,  across  which  lay  the  black  ri'  l)oii 
of  Saint  Michael,  and  a  black  coat  with  the  red  rosette  in  thi- 
buttonhole,  'i'his  characteristic  head,  its  cold  pallor  softemd 
by  the  ivory-yellow  tone  of  old  ;  .e,  was  under  the  full  lipht 
from  a  window.  .\t  the  moment  when  the  postmistress  came 
in,  the  doctor's  blue  eyes,  with  slijrhtly  reddened  lids  and 
pathetic  lines,  were  fixed  on  the  altar;  new  conviction  bad 
friven  them  a  new  expression.  Mis  spectacles,  laid  in  his 
prayer-itook,  marked  the  i>aL'e  where  he  had  ceased  to  read. 
With  his  arms  folded  across  his  l)reast,  the  tall,  spare  old  man. 
standinjj  in  an  attitude  which  proclaimed  the  full  power  ((f 
all  his  faculties,  and  somethinjr  immovable  in  his  faith,  never 
cea.sed  from  pazin;;  at  the  altar  with  a  humble  look,  rejuve- 
nescent tlirou;rh  hope;  not  choosinjr  to  see  his  nephew's  wife, 
who  stood  rooted  almost  face  to  face  with  him,  as  if  to  re- 
proach him  for  this  return  to  (Jod. 

On  seein!:f  every  face  turned  to  look  at  her.  Zclie  hastily 
retired,  and  came  out  on  to  the  Square  airain  less  precipitately 
than  she  had  i.-'one  into  the  church:  she  had  counted  on  that 
irdieritance.  and  the  inh(>ritance  was  becoming:  problematical. 
She  found  tlie  rei:istrar.  the  tax-receiver,  and  their  wives  in 
even  preater  consternation  than  before.  Goupil  had  taken 
pleasure  in  tormenting  them. 

"It  is  not  here,  on  the  S(|uarc.  and  under  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  town,  that  we  can  discuss  our  private  aflfairs,"  said  the 
[)ostmi<trcss ;  "come  to  my  house.  Vou  will  not  be  in  the 
wav.  ^fonsieur  Dioni-,'"  '^ho  added  to  the  lawyer. 

So  the  prol)ab]e  (li>iiiheritan(e  of  the  ^fassins,  the  Cre- 
iiiieres.  and  the  postmaster  was  to  become  the  talk  of  the 
country. 

.In-t  a>  the  heirs  ainl  the  notary  were  about  to  cross  the 
S(ni;ire  on  their  way  to  the  house,  the  clatter  of  the  diligence 
arrivin;;  at  top  speed  made  a  trerneiuhnis  noi.se ;  it  stopped 
at  the  coach-oirice,  a  few  yards  from  the  church,  at  the  top 
of  the  High  Street. 
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'•Wliy.  like  you.  -orct,  1  had  fori^'otti'ii  Desire,"  said 
Z/;ir.  "'Lot  u?  po  to  M  him;  ho  i>  almost  a  lawyer  now. 
liin!  this  husinoss  is  ]  artly  his  concern." 

The  arrival  of  a  dili;:eii<e  is  always  a  diversion,  and  when 
it  I-  hrliiiid  time  soiiiethinir  interesting,'  may  be  expected;  so 
ihr  rrnwd  mslicd  to  s(H'  till'  "Dueler." 

••'rhfre  is  Desire."  was  a  peneral  erv. 

At  onee  the  tyrant  and  the  rin<rleader  of  fun  in  Xemours, 
It.-irr's  visits  ahvavs  hrouirht  some  exeitement  to  the  town. 
\  f:ivii.ite  with  the  younjr  men.  to  whom  he  was  liheral, 
ill-  [iresfnee  was  to  them  a  stimulant  :  Imt  his  pleasures  were 
SM  imuli  dreaded,  that  more  than  one  family  was  <:lad  that 
)ii-  Miidies  for  the  law  should  be  carried  on  in  Paris.  Desire 
Mmnnt,  slijrht,  thin,  and  fair  like  his  mother,  with  her  blue 
r\,>  and  colorless  complexion,  smiled  at  the  crowd  from  the 
.i.a.h  door,  and  jumped  out  to  embrace  her.  A  slijrht  sketch 
nf  this  vduth  will  explain  Zelie's  flattered  pride  on  bcliolding 
him. 

■|  hr  vounp  law-student  wore  neat  little  boots,  white  Eng- 
ii^ii  drill  trousers  with  patent  leather  straps,  a  handsome 
(Tiivai  carefully  folded,  and  a  still  hand-^omer  pin,  a  smart 
i';i:u  V  waistcoat,  and  in  its  pocket  a  flat  watch  with  a  dan- 
L'liriL'  I  hiiin :  a  short  blue  cloth  overcoat,  and  a  pray  hat.  But 
\i:i;'ir  riches  were  betrayed  in  the  pold  buttons  to  his  waist- 
(  'ai.  and  a  rinp  worn  outside  his  ploves  of  [)urplish  kid. 
lb  .  arricd  a  cane  with  a  chased  gold  knob. 

••V..U  will  lose  vour  watch,"  said  his  mother  as  she  kissed 
hill'.. 
-It  is  worn  so,"  said  he,  submitting  to  his  father's  em- 

I'lMci  , 

•■\V.I1,  cousin,  so  you  will  soon  be  a  full-blown  lawyer?" 
?-.i  '!  Ma-:sin. 

■|  .nil  to  be  sworn  when  tln'  courts  reopen.'"  said  he.  waving 
a;:  .n  kiiowledpnient  of  the  friendly  ureetinps  of  the  crowd. 

■T',.11  we  shall  have  some  fun!'"  said  Cioupil.  shaking 
)\;\<.\t\'  with  him. 

'■\!i:  there  you  are,  old  ape!"  an.-wered   Desir^. 
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"ITavinfr  workod  for  your  lircnso,  you  think  you  may  tako 
il.  I  .-u[ipos.'?"  nlortcil  the  clerk,  iiiortifiod  at  hcin^  .=i>  famil- 
iarly tn';;i('(I  lirforc  <o  Tuany  pi'dplc. 

"For  his  ]ii\>? — Take  what?"  asked  Madame  Cremiero  of 
licr  liushaiid. 

"You  know  all  my  thiriLTs.  r'aliirolle!"  cri<'d  Oi'sire  to  tlio 
old  ])i;rpl('  and  yiiini»ly-faced  conductor.  "Have  thorn  all 
taken  down  to  the  hou>e.*' 

"Your  horses  arc  in  a  latlnr."  said  Zelie  rouirhly  to  Cahi- 
rolle.  "Have  you  no  sen->'  :U  all  that  you  drive  thorn  like 
that  ?     ^'ou  are  a  jxi'cater  Krutc  ihan  they  are." 

"Rut  Mon.-ii'ur  Desire  insisted  on  ^'ctting  on  as  fast  ;u<i 
possihle,  to  relieve  your  anxiety." 

"As  there  had  heen  no  accident,  wliy  risk  killing  your 
horses?"  -aid  ^lle. 

Friendly  ^.Teelin^^s.  hand-shakiuL'.  "nd  the  ea;rerness  of 
his  yountr  a((|uain1ance  surroiindinjr  D-'-sire,  all  the  incidents 
of  arrival,  aiul  details  as  to  the  accident  wliich  had  occa- 
sioned the  delay,  took  un  so  inucli  time  that  the  party  "f 
inlieritors.  increased  hy  their  friends.  <:ot  hack  to  the  cliiirch 
just  as  Ma-s  wa-  ended.  By  a  trick  of  Chance,  which  allows 
itself  stran<:e  cajiriees.  De-ire  saw  I'rsule  under  the  church 
porch  as  ]]{•  passed,  and  was  (p)ite  startled  hy  her  hi'anty. 
The  younjr  man  paused,  and  necessarily  checked  hit<  parent?. 

Frsule  had  taken  her  jrod father's  arm.  which  ohliged  lur 
to  hold  her  prayer-hook  in  her  rijjht  hand  and  her  para-nl 
in  the  left;  and  in  doinjr  so.  slie  displayed  the  native  grace 
with  which  graceful  women  manage  to  get  over  the  littli' 
ditVK  iilties  of  their  dainty  womanhood.  If  the  mind  hetravs 
itself  in  everything,  it  may  I)e  said  that  her  demeanor  ex- 
pres-i^d  her  e\<iui>ite  ingenuousness. 

I'r-ulc  wore  a  while  muslin  <lress,  sh.aped  loosely  like  a 
dr'--smg-gown.  with  Mne  l)ow>  at  intervals;  the  cape. 
trimmed  with  similar  riithon  run  into  a  wide  hem,  and  fas- 
teiieil  like  the  dre>-  with  hows,  suggested  the  heauty  of  her 
figure;    her    throat,    of    ivory    whiteness,    was    thrown    into 
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Miiiiinj:  relief  by  all  thi?  blue— the  true  cosmetic  for  fair 
-  ':i.|>!r\iiins. 

\  blue  sasli,  with  floating  ends,  marked  a  pirlish  waist 
„:;ii  what  seemed  a  pliant  fifrure.  (me  of  the  most  sediie- 
■  ,:  _q;i((>  ot  woman.  She  wore  a  riee-straw  hat  simply 
iniiiini'd  with  ribbons  to  miitch  those  on  her  dress.  It  was 
-:,,!  '.Mth  a  bow  under  her  ehin;  and  this,  while  eiihaneim: 
ih.i'  (Mf^-ive  whiteness  of  the  hat,  d'd  not  detract  from  that 
ni  iiir  iiively  eoniple.xion. 

lin-  tine,  bright  hair,  which  .she  herself  dressed  in  wide 
1  „iits,  fastened  into  loops  on  each  side  of  her  face  a  la 
f.'illi'',  caught  the  eye  by  the  shining  bosses  of  tiie  ero--ing 
iir-M-.  Her  gray  eyes.  .soft,  though  proud,  harmonized  with 
a  u.ll-moulded  brow.  .\  delicate  color  flushed  her  cheeks 
!iki  a  msy  cloud,  and  gave  life  to  a  face  that  was  regular 
\vi;iiMUt  being  insipid,  for  nature  had  bestowed  on  her  the 
rai'  jinvilege  of  a  pure  outline  with  an  expressive  counte- 
i'.ni(-i-. 

Ttic  virtue  of  her  life  was  written  in  the  perfect  accord- 
;!n.  f  ,if  her  features,  her  movements,  and  the  general  e.x- 
!irr--i(.ii  of  her  individuality,  which  might  serve  as  a  model 
nf  I'rastfulness  or  of  Modesty. 

Ibr  health  was  excellent,  but  not  coarsely  robu.st,  so  that 
rill  lodked  elegant.  Her  light  gloves  loft  it  to  be  inferred 
I!;:. I  -\\r  had  pretty  hands.  Her  arched  and  slender  feet  were 
>ii"il  with  dainty  little  bronze  kid  boots,  trimmed  with  a 
fr:n>:c  of  brown  silk.  Her  blue  sash,  in  which  a  little  tlat 
h:i;'  h  made  a  boss,  while  a  blue  purse  with  gold  tassels  hung 
!tirni:gh  it.  attracted  the  eye  of  every  woman  there. 

'ilf  has  given  her  a  new  watch,"  said  Madame  Cremiere, 
-r.n  zing  her  husband's  arm. 

■Wiiv,  it  is  Ursulel"  exclaimed  Desire.  "I  diil  not  recog- 
tii/'   h'T." 

"Wtl!.  my  dear  uncle,  this  is  an  event!"  said  the  post- 
'■•.■i~'<r.  pointing  to  where  the  whole  town  had  fallen  into  two 
'''-   .ilung   the  old   man's   way.     "Kverybody   wants   to  see 
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"I^  it  the  Alibc  CliiijUTon  or  rrsiilo  who  has  convertiMl 
}(Ui,  iiiukr"  >;ii(l  .Ma.->iii,  howing  vvitli  .fcsnitical  oL-Lcjuioui- 
nt'ss  to  till'  (lo<i(ir  iiiid  \\\>  i-oiiipaiiion. 

"It  is  Ir^uli'.""  >aiil  tlic  old  man  lairtly.  and  witliout  stop- 
inu<:.  as  a  man  uha  i-  aniiovcd. 

'I'iif  cvcniiii:  licluiv.  as  he  linishi-d  liis  rubber  with  rrsuii', 
the  tiiwn  doctor,  and  I'Miiiurand.  he  had  >aid,  "I  >liail  ;:o  to 
Mass  to-morrow;"  and  e\fii  if  tlie  .lii.-tiee  had  not  ifi.u 
rej)lie(l.  ■'Vnur  heir:-  will  never  have  another  ni^dit's  slccji!" 
a  siii^dc  ".dance  now  wonld  ha\e  >iilllced  to  enable  the  saj^a- 
cioiis  and  ciear-si^dited  old  man  to  read  the  temper  of  his 
heir.-  m  the  look  of  thcii'  faces.  Zelic'.-  irruption  into  liie 
church,  the  tlasli  he  had  caiii:ht  in  her  eve.  the  nieetinj:  ef 
all  the  interestcfl  partie.-  on  the  Sijuare.  and  the  e.\pressieii 
of  their  coiintetiaiices  on  seeinj,^  I'rsule, — all  re\ealed  fre~lil} 
revived  JDilred  and  -ordiil  fears. 

"'Ihis  is  your  doimr,  mademoiselle."  said  .Ma<lame  Cre- 
niiere,  interpo-in^'  with  a  low  courtesy,  "it  i-  uo  trouule  lo 
you  to  Work  miracle-." 

"'I'he  miracle  is  God's,  madame,"  rejilieil  I'rsule. 

"Oh.  indeecj!  (iod's."  exclaimed  Miiioret-Le\  rault.  "Mv 
father-mdaw  ii.-ed  to  ,-a\  that  God  wa.-  a  name  for  nian\  ,i 
dark  liorse." 

"liis  idt'as  were  those  of  a  hor^e  coper  I"  said  the  doctor 
tieveroly. 

"Now,  i;.en,"  slid  Minorel  to  his  wife  and  son.  ""are  you 
not  coming  lo  pay  your  rc-jiects  to  mv  under" 

"I  couhi  not  contain  my-e|f  face  t(t  face  with  that  sneaking 
slut  I"  exclaimed  Zeiie,  leadiiiir  awav  her  son. 

"Vou  would  be  wi-e.  iiiicle,"  -aid  Madame  Massin.  'not 
to  go  to  church  withoiii  a  little  blaik  velvet  ca[);  the  pa'-;-h 
eiiurch  i>  verv  damp." 

"I'ahl  niece,"  said  the  old  man.  looking  round  a!  his 
followers.  "The  .-ooner  I  am  laid  to  rest,  ihe  .-ooner  vou  will 
dance." 

Me  walked  on.  dr.iL'gmg  T'r>iile  with  him.  au<l  scemiug  ia 
such  haste  that  tlie\   were  left  to  ihemselves. 
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Wliv  ilo  voii  an>wor  tbcrii  with  snoli  hard  word.'^?   It  is  not 


.1   I 


r.-iilc,  stia 


kini^  ]u<  arm  with  a  little  rofraotorv 


■\\\    hatri'd  for  hypofritc-;  has  always  hern  the  sami',  ho- 
.:\-<    1-  ui  !l  as  situ'f  i?iv  1  onvcrsio!!.      I   have  done  tln'ni  all 


ip'lrii'--.  a 


ml   1  (1(1  not  ask  fur  ''rat  itiidc :  Imt  iiol  (Hic  of 


-.    iiidplt'  sent  a  thiwcr  on  your  liirtliday,  the  only  day  I 

\!  .-iiiiH    litth^  di-taiicc  fniin  the  doctur  and   r'r^ulc,  Ma- 

i:,iai''    lie    Portciidiic'rc    was    dra^'jinj^    licrsi'If    alon;r,    ovor- 

«!ir!i!)cd.  as  it  sccnicd.  with  snircr-mLT.     She  was  ont>  of  those 

'  1  UMiiK'ti  in  who-e  dri'-s  we  may  -till  trace  the  spirit  fif  the 

'i-!  irntiiry,  who  wear  j)ansy-(.'o!()rfii  l'<iW!i,-  witli  ti;:ht  sleeves 

:  a  I  la  now  only  to  be  ^een  in  port  rail-  hy  Madame  Lehrun; 

•    !■  i:  lace  searves,  and  bonnets  of  exinici  .-liapes,  in  harmony 

:  :  tlicir  slow  and  -olcnm  .I'ait  :  a-   if  they  >iill   walked   in 

h'"|i-,  a!!(i  felt  them  altont  them,  as  iho-c  who  have  had  an 

:i!T    i-iii  off  soinetiirii's  move  the  limb  they  liavt-  lost.     Their 

'■!'-.    pale    faces,    with    deeply    shadowed    c\es    and    blij^hted 

■'■>'  not  d'  void  of  a  certain  melancholy  ;:race  in  spite  of 

:  "f  dejected  eiirls  :  they  draj)e  their  heads  in  old  lace. 

•1   ii)W  hits  no  light   flutter  over  their  cheeks;  but   over 

^iiulc  ma-s  (d'  ruin-  predominates  an  iiide>(Tibab!e  dig- 

!iianner  and  look. 

"^d  lady".-  fed  and  piiekered  eyes  plainly  showed  that 

wept  duriii.i;-  the  Mrvice.     She  walked  like  a  person 

c  anxiety,  and  s«-»'nied  to  be  expeeting  somebody,  for  she 

1    ack.     Now.  that  Maiiame  de  Portenduere  should  look 

n.i-  an  event  as  serious  as  Doctor  Miiioret's  eonver.sion. 

"I  I  wlioni  can  Madame  de   I'ortenduere  owe  a  grudge?" 

:    Madame   Massin,  as  she  came  up  with  the  heirs,   who 

iiimfouiided  by  the  doctor's  retorts. 

-;,e  I-  ((Hiking  for  the  eure.""  said  Dionis.  striking  his  fore- 

'  i:i.e  a  num  suddenly  struek  by  a  remembrance  or  some 

;:(  II  idea,    "l  have  it  I     I  >ee  my  way;  the  inheritance  is 

•i'    Come,  we  will  all  breakfast  cheerfully  with  Madame 

.">liiiuret."' 
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Till'  cafrorncss  witli  wliidi  tlio  wh.ok'  party  followed  tho 
notary  to  the  porting  Iiou.-l"  may  t'a.sily  be  imagined.  Goupil 
cliiii;,'-  to  ln>  (diiirailc,  laking  liis  arm,  ;-aying  in  his  t-ar  with 
a  rt'voliiii;,'  siiiilc:  "'I'lR-re  an-  crayfLshl'' 

■'Wlial  (In  I  (arcr"  n-plicd  tlu;  son  of  the  house  witii  a 
sliriig.  "I  mil  madly  in  love  with  Florine,  the  most  heavenly 
ereaturc  iii  tlie  world." 

"Wliat  on  earth  i>  Florine  without  a  surname?"  asked 
(ioupil.  "I  :im  too  iiiui'h  your  friend  to  allow  you  to  be  made 
a  fool  of  by  liiis.-it's." 

"Florine  is  iulonil  by  the  famous  Xathan,  and  my  folly 
is  of  no  \\>(\  for  shi'  positively  refuses  to  marry  me." 

"(iirl-  who  are  ra>li  with  tlieir  bodies  are  sometimes  pru- 
dent   with   their  brains,"  said   (ioupil. 

"If  \()U  could  but  ^ee  her,  (tnly  once,  you  would  not  make 
u.<c  of  such  cxpres.-ioiis,"  said  Desire  lanjxuishingly. 

"If  I  .-aw  you  destroying  your  prospects  for  what  ean  be 
only  a  fancy."  retorted  tJoupil,  with  a  warmth  that  might 
perhaps  have  taken  in  Hougrand,  "I  would  go  and  wreck 
that  doll  as  X'ariiey  wrecked  Amy  Hobsart  in  Kenilworth! 
Your  wife  ought  to  be  a  dWiglemont,  a  Mademoiselle  dii 
Hoiivre,  and  open  your  way  to  being  a  deputy  to  the  Chamber. 
My  'uture  is  mortgaged  to  yours,  and  1  will  not  allow  you  to 
{jla       he   fool." 

am  rich  enough  to  be  content  with  happiness,"  replied 
De    re. 

■'II,  what  are  you  two  jjlotting?"  said  Zelie  to  Goupil, 
'^         1  the  two  young  men,  who  were  standing  together  in  the 
table-vard. 


rile  doctor  turned  down  the  Kue  des  Bourgeois,  and  walked 
'>ii.  a.-  briskly  as  a  young  man,  to  his  house,  where,  in  the 
cour>c  of  till'  j)a.-t  week,  the  strange  event  bad  taken  plaee 
which  was  just  now  the  ruling  ihought  of  all  the  town  of 
.Vemours.  and  of  which  some  account  must  be  siven  to  render 
this  story,  and  the  notary's  remark  to  the  heirs,  perfectly  in- 
telligible. 
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'I'lic  iloctorV  fatl.cr-iii-liiw.  tlu"  faiiiou.-  liarpsitluird  player 
iii-tniiiicnt-iiiakfr,  N'alciitin  .Minmct,  niiu  of  our  most 
initiil  orgaiiifits,  died  in  1TS.1,  Icavin;,'  a  natural  !-on.  tho 


)f  his  old 


Ills  old  n;:i'.  wlioiii  he  liad  rceoirmzcd  ami  callnl  l)y 
li>  naiiu",  but  who  was  a  thorough  soapograco.  Ho  had  not 
:'.•  .  Mii-olatioii  of  seeing  this  s])oilt  child  when  on  hi-  death- 
!  !;  .lo-eph  Mirout't,  a  singer  and  a  eoinposer,  after  coming 
'  .  :  I!!  Italian  opera  under  an  assumed  name,  had  run  awav 

; rniany  with  a  young  girl.     The  old   in-trument-makcr 

r.  .wiiiiKnded  this  lad.  who  wa.s  full  of  talent,  to  his  son-in- 
;Mv,  explaining  that  his  r.bjeet  in  not  marrying  the  hoy's 
.'i.-iilnr  was  to  ])rotect  the  interests  of  his  daughter.  Madame 
M  n"!et.  The  doctor  promised  to  give  the  unfortunate  youth 
!..i!f  ef  the  pro])erty  left  hy  the  old  man,  whose  stock  and  bu?i- 
in  "  were  bought  up  hy  Erard. 

Ih  -et  to  work  diplomatically  to  find  his  natural  half- 
lirdh'T.  .Toseph  Mirouet  ;  but  one  evening  Orimm  told  iiim 
th.t  after  enlisting  in  a  Pru-sian  regiment,  the  ariist  had 
<!•-.  ried.  and,  taking  a  fal>e  name,  had  e.-caped  all  search. 

•  le.M  ph  Mirouet,  gifted  by  nature  with  an  enchanting  voice, 
a  ilne  ligure,  and  a  handsome  face,  being  a  eompo-er  of  taste 
and  -pirii  into  the  bargain,  led  for  fifteen  years  the  !'  hemian 
e-vM.  iKe  which  Hoffmann  of  Berlin  has  so  well  described. 
H  :!  ;it  tlu'  age  of  forty  he  was  reduced  to  such  misery  that, 
II'  !>'if;.  he  seized  the  opportunity  ui  becoming  a  Frenchman 
ii-:i:ii.  He  then  settled  at  Hamburg,  where  he  married  the 
i!  i.:^'htir  of  a  respectable  citizen,  who,  being  music-mad,  fell 
HI  liw  with  the  singer  whose  fame  was  still  in  the  future. 
..'■I  who  devoted  herself  to  its  attainment.  r>ut  aft' r 
'.fnti  years  of  penury,  Joseph  Mirouit"s  head  could  not 
^^l:)l  the  wine  of  opulence;  his  extravagant  nature  reas- 
-<  !t''l  Itself;  and  though  he  nuule  his  wife  iuijipy.  in  a  few 
}■  ;■•>  he  had  spent  all  her  fortune.  Misery  again  came  upon 
-•'!ii.  The  household  must  indeed  have  been  living  wreicli- 
'  i;-  lor  Joseph  Mirouet  to  come  down  to  enli.-ting  as  one 
'I  '.h'.-  band  in  a  French  regiment. 

'.'    !>13,  by  the  merest  chance,  the  surgeon-major  of  this 
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i»'<,'iimnt.  struck  In  tlic  ii.iiiu'  nf  Mironrt,  wrote  to  Doctor 
Miiiorct,  to  uiidiii  lie  otti'd  -onu'  ol)li;;.iii()ii.  Tdc  n-plv  caiiii' 
at  once.  In  IM  1,  hrforc  llic  ciijiitulalion  of  I'ari.-,  .Fo.^cjih 
.Min.iici  had  roiiiid  a  lioinc  tlurc.  and  there  his  uilV  died  iii 
giviii':  hirlli  lu  a  little  ^'irl,  \\\\<>n\  the  tloetor  named  rrsule. 
after  111-  wile.  'I'he  haiidiiui.-ler  did  not  ion;.r  survive  liis  wit'''; 
he.  like  lier.  wa-  Udiri  out  in  t'lii^Mie  and  privation.  On  !ii» 
dealhlied  the  haple.-.-  iini>ii  lan  hei|iiealh.  d  hi.s  little  i,'irl  t.i 
the  doctor,  who  wa-  Inr  ;:o(il'atlier.  in  ,-juie  of  lii.s  repiignaiuv 
for  what  he  called  Church  iiiuiiuiK'rie-. 

.After  lo.-iii^'  every  child,  either  hy  iiii.-carria.i.'e.  at  the  tiiiH' 
of  it.-  hirth.  or  within  the  lir.-t  \ear  of  it.-  life,  the  doctor 
had  anxiously  looked  lorward  to  their  la.-l  hope.  Bui  wliru 
u  sickly,  nervous,  delicate  woman  lie^dn-  with  a  miscarriap', 
It  IS  common  enou^di  to  .-ee  her  successive  faiiures,  as  in  the 
ease  of  I'r.-ule  Minoret,  in  >piie  of  her  hu-ljand"s  care,  watch- 
fulness, and  learJlin^^  The  poor  man  had  often  lilamed  him- 
self for  their  persistent  desire  to  have  children,  'i'he  la.-l  of 
the  little  ones  horn  to  them,  after  an  interval  of  more  than 
two  years,  died  in  17'.)-2,  the  victim  of  constitutional  nervou- 
ne.-s.  inhi-rited  from  its  mother,  if  we  may  helieve  the  pliv>i- 
olo{.'i>ts.  who  -ay  that,  in  the  inscrutable  phenomena  of  ;.'eii- 
eration.  a  cliild  takes  its  blood  from  the  father  and  it>  nervoii- 
system  from  the  mother.  The  doctor,  compelled  to  forego 
the  joy.-  of  his  stron^iot  feelin;:s,  no  tloui.-t  found  in  heiievo- 
ience  some  indemnity   for  disa[)pointed   fatli.rhood. 

All  thruugh  his  married  life,  so  cruelly  airitated,  he  had 
wished  above  everything  for  a  little  fair  ;^irl.  one  (jf  the.-.' 
tlovvers  which  are  the  delij:ht  <d'  a  liou>ehold  :  so  he  gladlv  ac- 
cejited  his  iialf-hnilher",-  recjuest,  and  transferred  all  Ins 
vani.-hed  hopes  and  dreams  to  the  little  orphan.  For  tw.) 
years  he  watched  over  t!ie  minutest  details  of  Trsule's  lit'.-. 
a»  (  ato  over  I'ompty  ;  he  would  not  ha\e  her  k•^l,  or  taken 
up.  or  put  to  bed  without  hi-  -uperintendeiice.  Hi-  experi- 
ence and  his  scienci.  were  all  devoted  to  this  .-hild.  After 
cnduniei  all  ihe  paiiij-.  the  allernation-  of  fear  and  hope,  the 
auxietic-  and  joys  (if  a   mother,  he  was  so  liai>])v  as  to  fiml 
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■.  :jon'U.>  \it;i!ity  iiiul  ;:  ilnplv  scii.-itivi'  nature  in  tliis  chiM 

:  iL.    ilaxiii-liiiircd  (iiTiiiaii  iiiolhrr  and  tlic  artistic  French 

Till'  liapiiy  old  man  wat(  In  d  the  LM'nwth  uf  tliat  ycllnw 

I  .;  r  vuili  the  I'rclinj:^  <»f  a  mother — (ir-it  |>ale  down,  then  silk. 

'  I  II  ii_lii.  line  hiiir.  so  eare^^inir  to  t!ie  toiidi  of  lare'^siny 

'  •:.r!-        Ill'   Woldd    ki-S   the   tillV    I't't.   the   toe-   tlirollL'h   wllosf 

t'lH   -I. Ml  ilif  hlood  show-  |iink.  making'  them  look   like  rose- 
!■    '-      ill'  wa«  erazy  over  tlic  cliild. 

\\  iirii  -ho  tried  to  speak,  or  when  ~he  ii\eil  her  lovily.  soft 
\'''.r  •■'■-  mi  the  ohjeets  ahont  her.  with  the  wnudcrim;  look 
winli  wniild  M'ein  to  be  the  dawnin,!,'  of  ideas,  and  whieh  she 
'•'i'd  vvilh  a  laii;.di.  he  would  ^it  in  front  of  Iht  fur  whole 
h    ir-.  .Hid  he  and  .lordy  would  try  to  lind  out  the  pm-ous — 

■i( :  '  li  !"  many  have  seemed  mere  eapriei concealed  under 

;v  Mi!.iilc-t  manifestations  of  that  (leli;:htful  pha-e  (d'  life 
^*!iii  ihe  cliild  is  at  once  flower  and  fruit,  a  bewildered  in- 
1.  jiMc.  perpetual  motion,  and  vehement  desire.  Little 
I  r-ii!'  "s  beauty  and  sweetness  nuide  her  so  precious  to  the 
il'.L.r  that  for  her  he  would  jrladly  have  chan^'ed  the  bivt's 
•  ■!'  niimv;  he  would  sometimes  tell  hi-  friend  .'only  that  he 
-;.•!•  n  d  from  pain  in  his  teeth  when  I'rsnle  was  cuttini:  hers. 
Wli-n  old  men  love  a  child  there  is  no  limit  to  their  pas- 
.'■'!)•.  iliry  adore  it.  l-'or  tliis  tiny  creature's  -ake  they  silence 
r  ["'I  manias,  and  recall  every  ik'tail  of  their  past  life. 
'■  \perience,  their  forbearance,  their  patience,  all  the  ac- 
■;-  of  iit'e — a  treasure  so  jiainfuUy  ama>-ed — are  poured 
:■  ;iii.-  youni.'  life  by  which  they  i^row  young  again,  and 
I'.e  up  I'lir  niotlu  rlmess  by  inti'lligeiice.  Their  wi.-dom, 
■n  the  alert,  is  as  good  as  a  mother'.-  intuition:  they 
'  i-  the  e.Mjuisite  care  which  in  a  mother  is  ilivinatioii, 
•  :  i-c  it  into  the  e.xerci^e  of  <a])itifulncss  whiisc  streiiglh  is 
I',  iio  doubt,  in  proportion  to  that  e.xce-sive  wi^aknc-.-.   T'he 

■  --  iif  their  movements  supplic-  the  jilacc  of  maternal 
.1  ne.-j.  And  then,  in  them,  as  in  children,  life  is  reduced 
•  ■• -::n]ile-i  e.\]irc-.-ion  :  if  a  mother  i-  a  slave  from  feeling, 

■  -Ml inn  of  all  jia---ion  and  the  ah.-ciu-e  of  all  -elf-mterest 
:ie  old  man  to  .-acrillcc  lum-clf  wholly,      lleiicc  it  i.-  not 

i:.i!i'in  to  see  children  and  old  men  make  great  friends. 
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Tlif  (lid  ollicor,  lilt'  i>ld  i-un''.  and  tin-  old  di'Ctor.  luippy  in 
I  r.'ule's  i'iin'>>cs  iiml  liiprii  •■?,  wcri-  m-ver  tin  1  of  aiLswerui;; 
litT  or  plaviii;:  \v,i!i  Inr.  ilcr  riiiMi-li  p.  UiI.iiim-,  t'nr  from 
frcttiiii:  iluin,  u.i-  liirir  dcli^hi  ,  .iini  tln-y  iiidul^'cd  all  lur 
df>iri'-.  \'.  hilc  iiiiikiii^'  I'MTytliifi;:  a  -iiiijfft  of  iii-tnictioi! 
'rim-  till'  liiilr  ^ir:  ^Ttw  i;]i  in  llic  iiiid.^t  of  old  mi-n,  win. 
Hiiiilcd  nil  h.  r.  ai..;  uriT  i.i  liiT  like  !io  mail}  mothers,  all 
f<iiia!ly  ;ii!r!i!ivc  ai.-i  uai>lil'ul.  Tlianks  tn  ihis  Icarn.'.l 
rilmatioii,  I  r>ulc".-.  .uj  dcvdoiMil  in  a  <'oii;,'t  iiial  spheri'. 
Till-  raiv  |ilani  f.Miinl  ;!i.'  -nil  iImi  >iiii,.d  it,  inlialc(l  the  cii - 
niriiis  of  it.-  iriir  lil'r,  and  a-^imilatcd  tlir  food  of  its  native 
sun.-lunc. 

'Tn  uhat  faiili  will  you  hrin^'  •hiri  <  hild  uii?"  a.ski'd  thf 
ALht-  Cliaiicroii  of  .Miiiorut,  when  Irsule  was  .-i\  years  old. 

"In  yniir-,"  icjilied  th'-  doi'tor. 

lie.  an  ,iilici.-i  .liter  ilm  |iattern  of  .Monsieur  de  Wohnar 
in  the  .v., /<(•-//.■  //(/.. IS.',  did  not  m'c  that  he  had  any  n^'lii 
to  deprive  L'rMile  of  the  iKMiehts  olfered  bv  the  Cathnli,' 
faith. 

The  ph\.-ieian,  jn.<t  tiieii  siainf,'  on  a  bench  outside  thr 
wind'  u  of  the  Chine.-e  .-ummer-lioii.-e,  felt  his  hand  warmly 
presseil  by  thit  of  the  cure. 

"Vt'.-,  Cure,  wlieiii  ,cr  .-he  asks  me  abcnit  God,  I  shall  refer 
hor  to  her  friend  "SaiJi-on.  "  said  he,  ininiieking  I'rsule's 
hahy  accent,  "i  wish  to  see  whether  reli^nous  feeling  is  in- 
nate. So  far,  theicd'ore,  1  have  tlone  nothinj,'  either  for  or 
aeaiiist  the  tendencies  of  this  youni;  soul;  but  1  have  already, 
in  my  heart,  aj)pointed  you  her  spiritual  director." 

"It  will  be  accounied  to  you  by  iJod,  1  trust  I"  said  the 
cure,  p'ntly  jiattin^i'  his  hands  toj:etlier,  and  raising  them  in 
hi'avcn,  a.-  thoufzh  he  were  |iuttiiiir  up  a  short  mental  prayer 

So,  at  the  age  of  .-i.\,  the  little  orphan  came  under  the  re- 
lif^ious  intluence  of  the  cure,  as  she  had  already  under  that  nf 
her  old  friend  donly. 

The  captain,  formerly  a  professor  in  one  of  the  old  mili- 
tary schools,  and  iiitereslcd  in  grammar  and  the  divergeiici' - 
of  European  tongues,  had  studied  the  problem  of  an  universal 
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';iti;:iia;,'t'.  This  Ifiiriicd  man.  pjitifiit  a.-  all  oM  tcacln  is  are, 
:i.:i.:.-  It  hi-  |ili'a.-uic  to  tcacli  I  r>iili'  In  nail  and  writi-.  in- 
.;iii(iiii^  Ih  r  III  I'li-ndi.  ainl  ■•!  mi  niiuli  anthnictH'  as  it  wan 
ii..,iliil  ilial  ^lif  -ilionld  kiii.w.  'I'lu'  il<i(t<'r"s  cxti'iiMvt'  library 
.jijMuiM  u|'  a  cli'iUf  id'  i)(ink-  fit  to  ill'  ii'ad  In  a  cliild.  and 
..,l:i|.i.'l  In  ainii-f  as  widi  a-  t<i  in-trint  Iht.  The  suldit-r  and 
Id'-  |iM.-t  lilt  Iht  Tniiid  ti>  di'M'lni)  nalurally  and  I'asily,  a.^ 
li,.  ,!.,.  i.,r  lift  Iht  Imdy.     I'r.-idr  Icarnrd  in  play.     Hidigion 

It  .    i.d'  •!     n  tirrtilin. 

I'.;,-  lilt  In  till'  Divine  enltint-  td"  a  nature  i^iided  by 
tlii  -■  !;ir<r  judicmns  icachcrs  intn  a  realm  nf  purity,  ('rsnlo 
!■  ndul  Inwards  iVeliii;:  rather  than  duty,  and  Innk  as  Iter  rule 
if  !ifi'  till'  \iiiie  nf  t  nn-rieiu  n  ratlii'r  than  smial  law.  In  lier, 
!■  iits  nf  .  niiiiit  lit  and,  aeti'in  would  alwav-  he  spontaneous; 
h' r  iiiiLiiiiiit  would  eoiMC  in  to  ennfiriii  tlu'  impulse  of  her 
i.iari.     She  was  fated  to  do  ri.L'ht  as  a  pleasure  hefore  dnin;^ 

II  .1-  ,111  ohli^ration.  This  tone  i^  the  pii  uliar  result  of  a 
i'l,!i-!i,in    ediieation.      The.-e    prineiple-.    ipiite    unlike    tlin^e 

III  ill  iiietiK  ated  in  a  man.  arc  suited  to  a  woman,  the  soul  and 
(■i.!i-r;.  r;te  of  till'  family,  the  latent  ele^'anee  of  home  life,  the 
i|ii'iri.  '  r  little  los-,  of  the  household. 

'1  iiiy  all  throe  acted  in  the  same  manner  with  tliis  ehild. 

I  iT  Imm  liein^  startled  by  the  audacity  of  childish  innoconco, 

':    .   ixphunc''   to   I'rsule   the  ])urposc  of   thin;,'s  and   their 

.kiif.ui  processes,  without  ever  frivinir  Iter  an  inaccurate  im- 

iiri--   .11      When  in  her  questionini:  ahout  a  plant,  a  flower, 

IT      !:ir.  she  wont  directly  to  God,  the  professor  and  thi  doc- 

I  r    dike   tnld    her   tliat    only    the    cure   could    answer   her. 

.Ni  iiiiiT  of  titciu  intruded  on  tlie  fxri»ind  of  the  otiier.     ller 

L'  lif.iUur  took  char^'c  of  her  pliysical  pro<rross  and  the  mat- 

'' r-  nf  daily  life;  her  lessons  were  Jordy's  nffair;  morality, 

:     !,ipiiy-ii>.  and  all  hi;,'her  matters  were  left  to  the  cure. 

Th!-  e.veoUent  education  was  not  counteracted  by  bad  sor- 

■-.  :>-  is  sometinios  tlm  ease  in  wealthier  liouses.     La  Bou- 

'.  Will  lectured  on  the  subject — and.  indeed,  far  too  sim- 

M  niiiid  and  nature  to  interfere — did  nothing  to  mar  the 

■  f  these  groat  spirits. 
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Thus  IJrsule,  a  privilcp'd  craiturt',  had  to  nurture  hor 
three  frood  ircnii,  who  found  their  ta>k  easy  and  i)l(>asant 
with  so  sweet  a  nature  as  hrr-.  Tlii-  manly  tenderness,  this 
Beriousness  tempered  hy  smiles,  tlii<  freedom  without  risk,  this 
incessant  eare  of  mind  and  liody.  had  ma(h'  her.  at  the  ai:c 
of  nine,  a  (h-liirlitfid  ,in<!  lovely  child,  'i'hcn.  niif.)rtunatelv. 
the  fatlierly  trio  was  hrnken  up.  In  ilir  followinji-  vear  th.' 
ohl  captain  died,  leaving:  it  to  the  doctor  and  the  cure  to  carry 
on  his  work,  after  he  had  ai-hievcd  the  most  dillieult  jiiirt 
of  it.  Flowers  would  sprim:  up  natiirailv  in  a  soil  so  well 
prej)ared.  'Idie  <,'ood  ,<rentleman  had.  durinn-  tliese  nine  years, 
saved  a  thousand  francs  a  vear.  and  lift  ten  tliousand  fraiM-s 
to  his  little  r'rsule.  that  .-he  miixht  have  somethin.ir  to  re- 
niond)er  him  hy  all  her  life  thriui^h.  In  his  will,  full  of 
pathetic  feelinir.  li<'  l)e<:!red  his  Icpitee  to  spend  the  four  or 
five  hundred  francs  a  year  of  interest  on  this  little  capital  ex- 
clusively on  dress. 

When  the  Justice  placed  seals  on  his  old  friend's  posses- 
sions, he  fotind.  in  a  clo-et  which  no  one  had  ever  Iiccn 
allowed  to  enter,  a  rjunntity  of  toy-,  most  of  them  hroken. 
and  all  used:  toys  of  the  past,  piously  trea<ure(].  which  Mon- 
sieur Bonjxrand  himself  was  to  hum.  hy  the  poor  captain"-^ 
desire. 

Not  long  after  this,  I'rsule  was  to  take  lier  fir^t  communion. 
The  Ahhe  Ohajieron  devoted  a  whole  year  to  instruclin)r  thf 
younjj  fjirl.  in  whom  heart  and  hrain.  <o  earlv  developed,  hnt 
so  wisely  dependent  on  each  other,  reipiired  a  sjjecific  spirituid 
nourishment.  And  this  initiation  into  a  knowled.tre  of  divine 
things  was  of  such  a  nature  that  from  thi^  period,  when  tin- 
soul  takes  its  religir. us  moidd,  T>~ule  hecatne  a  [lious  ;ind 
mystical  young  creature,  whose  character  was  always  -uperior 
to  events,  and  whose  Iii'art  could  triumph  over  adversitv. 
Tlien  it  was  that  a  secret  strugglt>  hegan  hetween  infidcd  oM 
age  and  fully-hclicving  youth:  a  stnigg!(>  nf  which  <he  who 
had  challenged  it  wa-  long  unaware,  hut  of  which  the  issuf 
had  set  the  town  hy  the  ears,  while  it  ua>  dcMini'd  to  ha\f 
great  inlluence  on  rr^do's  future  life,  hy  unchaining  against 
hor  the  doctor's  collateral    relations. 
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))uriiii:  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  1S2}  T'rsulo  almost 
,r,'.;iv.-  >jicin  l'  Horning'  at  the  cum'''.-  hou>('.  The  old  doctor 
i,\!i!i(l  I  he  .\ol)(''",-  iiiti'iition :  he  waiiti'd  to  makf  Crsulo 
■,.■!-' ir  an  inviiiciltk'  arLniiiieiit.  The  uiiht'liever,  liclovcd  hy 
ii..-  Lnhlii;iii;:hltT  as  thoii^di  .>lu'  \wiv  his  own  child,  would 
:.t'i'\'  ill  hci'  siiiijilicity,  and  lie  attracti'd  liy  the  toiichin<^ 
I  iiV(  I-  (if  nli^'ion  in  the  soul  of  a  ^zirl  whose  love,  like  the  trees 
■  if  iiir  tt'opieal  I'ore.-t,  was  always  loaik'd  with  flowers  and 
tniii.  ;iiuay:~  fresh,  and  always  fragrant.  A  ijeauliful  life 
I-  iiiMii'  [Miwcrful  than  the  most  eogenf  ariruments.  It  is  im- 
[...--iiiir  to  resist  the  eharm  of  certain  images,  and  the 
li.Hioi'r-  ( ye>  iilled  with  tears,  he  knew  not  why,  when  he  saw 
\\i>  ■  hiid  of  his  heart  set  out  for  church  dressed  in  a  frock  of 
wliiir  uaiize.  with  wliite  satin  ^hoes.  graced  with  white  rib- 
i">i;-.  a  filii't  of  white  round  lu'r  head  tied  on  one  side  with 
.i  :.!r::i'  how,  her  hair  rippling  in  a  thousand  waves  o\er  her 
|!i'!iy  uhite  slioidders,  Iut  Ijodice  triuinied  with  a  pleating 
ii;;\iil  with  narrow  hows,  her  eyes  shining  like  stars,  from 
!;•  w  impc.-,  loving  her  godfather  all  the  more  since  her  soul 
!  i!  ri-en  to  (Jod.  When  he  ;)erceived  the  idea  of  eternity 
.-iipplyiiig  nourishment  to  the  soul  hitherto  wrapped  in  the 
ii,i!k'i-«  of  childhood,  as  tlie  sun  hrings  life  to  the  world 
afiirilic  night  is  ])ast,  he  felt  vexed  to  renuiin  alone  at  home, 
without  knowing  why.  Seated  on  the  balcony  st  ps, 
remained  long  fixed  on  the  bars  of  the  gate  through 
w''iu\i  his  godchild  had  passed,  saying,  "Why  are  you  not 
'I'Miini:  too,  godfather?     Am  I  to  be  happy  without  you?" 

Tli'Migh  shaki'ii  to  the  foundations,  the  encyclopedist's 
jr;.!-'  did  not  at  once  give  way.  However,  he  went  out  to  look 
:it  it:-  little  procession,  and  saw  his  little  Ursule  radiant 
A. ill  .xaliation  under  her  veil.  She  flashed  an  in>pired  look 
a!  hiiii.  which  struck  to  the  stonie>t  corner  of  his  heart,  the 
>]:•'■  ■  lu'^eil  against  God.  Still  the  deist  was  firm.  "Mum- 
!;ii  ry  1"  he  said  to  himself.  "To  imagine  that  if  a  Maker  of 
■>^'irM-  exists,  such  an   Orirani/cT  of  infinitude   can   trouble 
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ovL-rhan-;  the  ruiul  tlir.ni.i:h  tlic  (Jntinais,  wliore  tlic  cliiir,!! 
Ik'IIs,  ringin-^-  loiid  peals,  aniimineed  the  gladness  of  many  a 
home. 

The  clatter  of  l)aek,iramm(>n  is  inKilerahli-  to  those  who  do 
not  know  the  game,  one  of  the  most  dillicnlt  that  exist.  Not 
to  di>turl.  his  little  girl — whose  oxtrcmo  deiicaev  of  ear 
and  nerves  did  not  allnu-  of  her  onduring  this  rattle  "and  their 
talk  without  apparent  mm  aiiing — the  cure,  old  Jordv  during 
liis  lifetime,  and  Doctor  .Minoret  postp.med  their  game  ti!! 
the  (diild  was  in  bed  or  out  walking.  It  often  happen^Mi 
that  it  was  unfinished  when  s!ie  cam,,  in  again,  and  she  th,  n 
submitted  with  the  best  po-,-ii.le  grace,  and  sat  down  by  tl'" 
window  to  sew.  She  disliked  the  game,  which  at  the  heiiin- 
ning  is  no  d(mbt  dry  and  dull,  to  many  minds  repellent,  and 
so  diflicult  to  master,  that  those  wh.>  liave  not  become  accus- 
tomed to  it  in  their  youth  find  it  almost  impo.^sible  to  learn 
in  later  life. 

Now  on  the  evening  after  her  first  comnninion,  when  T'r- 
sule  came  back  to  her  guardian  and  found  him  alone  for  thai 
day,  she  set  the  backgammon  h.iard  in  front  of  the  old  man. 
"Xow,  whose  throw  will  it  her"  said  she. 
'Trsule."  said  the  doctor,  -is  it  not  sinful  to  make  game 
of  your  godfather  on  the  very  day  of  your  first  communion  r" 
"I  ani  not   making  game,"  s.nil   .l,c,  ^-atin^'  herself.     "I 
must  think  of  your  pleasun — you   who  are  alwavs  thinkini: 
of  mine.    Whenever  Monsieur  ("hapenm  was  ])leased  with  me. 
he  gave  me  a  k'sson   in  backgammun.  and   he  has  siiven  nn 
80  many  that  I  am  prepared  to  beat  you.     Yon  will  not  hiM 
to  put  yourself  to  inconvenience  for  tiie.     1   have  conquereil 
every  dilliculty.  not   to  interfere  with  vour  amusement,  ami 
I  really  like  tlie  rattle  of  the  dice." 

Ursule  won  the  game.  The  cure  came  in.  taking  them 
by  surpri.se,  and  enjoyed  her  triumph. 

Xe.xt  day  Minoret.  who  had  hitherto  refused  to  allow  tls.' 
girl  to  learn  mu.Mc.  went  to  I»aris  bought  a  piano,  and  made 
arrangements  with  a  nustre.-^s  at  Kontainebleau,  submitting 
to  the  annoyance  which  Trsule's  constant  practising  couM 
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1..;  Mil  to  cause  him.  One  of  his  lost  friend  Jordy's  phreno- 
I  )j,.  al  prognostics  proved  tnit — the  ^irl  l.ctuiiie  an  excellent 
:,us,iian.  The  doctor,  proud  of  \u<  goddaughter,  now  got 
(u'rinan    named    Scliimicko,    a    learned    professor  of 


to  corne  from   Pari- 


ollre    a    Wee 


and    paid   the  cost 
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rt  which  he  had  at  first  contemned  as  perfectly  useless 
;n  tioiiic-life.  rid)elievers  do  not  love  music,  that  "heavenly 
'.iii-uaue  worked  out  hy  Catholicism,  which  found  the  name's 
>r  ihr  M'ven  notes  in  oiu'  o/  it-  liyn.ns.  Kach  note  is  called 
I-;,  t!].'  first  syllable  of  tue  first  seven  lines  of  the  hymn  to 
Sam!  dohn. 

T!!e  impression  produced  on  the  old  man  hy  I'rsulc's  first 
I".  niHiioii,  ihough  vivid,  was  transient.  The  calm  content- 
i'!<'nt  which  acts  of  resolution  and  prayer  difTused  in  her 
■•'''.:]][:  <ou\  were  also  examples  of  which  he  took  no  account. 
Miiioret.  having  no  suhjects  for  remorse  or  repentance,  en- 
jV''.id  fierfect  serenity  of  mind.  Doing  all  his  acts  of  henevo- 
;'■!:■<■  w'lhout  any  hope  of  jin  eternal  harvest.  Ik^  thought  him- 
■i'f  -iif.erior  to  the  ratholic.  who.  as  he  always  said,  was 
!■'•  n!v  making  a  profitable  bargain  with  God. 

•And  yet."  the  Ahbo  Chaperon  would  say.  "if  all  men  went 
!;.  !"!•  this  business,  you  must  adrrdt  that  -^ocietv  might  be 
i"  r!ici.  There  would  be  no  more  nnsery.  To  be  benevolent 
"P-  .\our  line's,  a  man  must  be  a  great  ])!iilosopher.  You  rahse 
■■"!!!■-.■! f  to  your  principles  by  reason — yuu  are  a  social  ex- 
ception; now  you  need  (mly  be  a  Christian  to  be  benevolent 
"'■'■  owr-^     With  you  it  is  an  cfTort :  with  us  it  i-^  natural." 

■'^V'lnh  i-:  as  much  as  to  sav.  Cure,  that  T  think  and  vou 
;"  '  ^     That  is  all." 

Mt:niwhi](\    having    reached    the    age    of    twelve.    T'rsule, 
wi'oM'  Womanly  tact  and  -hrewdness  were  brought   into  play 
-niHTJor  education,  and  who>e  ^ense.  now  in  its  blossoin, 
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!'.  pre.:;-^ed  by  her  innocent  (|Ue-tioning.  found  it  impos- 
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constiTiiation  ;il  f'lr^t  in,-i(ic  liini  .~niili';  Inn  tln'ii.  sccinir  tliat 
she  was  sonictiino  -ad.  I:c  iirnlcrslndil  Imw  ixnMt  an  atr('<'tion 
tliis  (icjfctidn  ri'vcalrd.  I 'n(|iialillc(l  |ii\c  ha-  a  Imrror  nf 
every  kiml  of  di-cdrd,  even  m  thin'_'~  which  have  hd  cdniicc- 
tiun  with  itself.  'I'he  nid  man  udnld  -ninetitne--  lend  hiin-elf. 
as  to  a  care--;,  in  the  arLTuirients  nf  his  .-idniiird  ehild.  >|)i(ki-ii 

in  a  pentle  am'   tender  voice,  imil   i| iitcnme  id'  the  nm-r 

pure  and  ardent  feeliii!^.  r>ni  hcli>'Vcrs  and  imhc]ic\ers  speak 
two  ditrerenl  lan;.Mia-c~.  and  i-annnt  understand  each  otIiiT. 
The  yonn;;  .srirl  in  pleadin.Lr  the  cause  nf  (ind  was  hard  iij».ii 
li(T  -rodfather.  a-;  a  ^jloi!t  cliild  i<  somctinie-  liard  upon  ii- 
mother.  The  cure  irently  reproved  lier.  tellin;_r  her  that  (foil 
reserved  to  Ilinisidl'  the  power  of  hunililini:  -iieh  jirond  spirit-. 
The  yonn<r  j:irl  answered  the  .\hhe  hy  ,-ayini:  that  David  slew 
rioliatli.  These  rejiudon-  diirei'ence-,  the-c  -orrows  of  the 
child  who  loni:i'<l  to  lead  her  .guardian  to  (iod,  wore  tlie  onlv 
griefs  of  tile  honie-life.  so  simple  and  -o  full,  ami  hidden  from 
the  pizc  of  the  inijui-itive  little  town. 

T"r?iile  jrrew  up  and  developeil  into  the  modest.  C'hristianly- 
trained  maiden  whom  Desire  hail  adndred  as  she  came  out 
of  church,  'i'he  culture  of  tlie  flower-  in  the  fjardiMi.  mu-io. 
anuisin,<r  her  ixnardian,  and  all  the  attentions  she  paid  him— 
for  Trsule  had  relieved  La  I'.ouLiiva!  hv  takinijr  care  of  the 
old  man — all  filled  up  the  hours,  ilay-.  and  months  of  this 
trancpjil  existence.  For  a  year  past,  indeed,  some  littl(>  ail- 
ments of  T^rside's  had  made  the  doctor  anxious;  hut  thev  did 
not  disturb  him  heyond  makinir  him  watchful  of  her  health. 
Meanwhile,  however,  the  sauMeious  oho-rver  and  experienced 
practitioner  fancied  he  could  discern  that  to  her  phy-ieal 
disorders  there  was  some  corre.-pondinir  disturbance  in  her 
mind.  He  watched  her  with  a  mother's  eve.  but  seeini:  no 
one  in  their  eirele  worthy  to  inspire  her  with  love,  he  made 
himself  casv. 


Under  these  eirctimstances.  just  a  month  before  the  dav 
when  this  drama  had  its  beLMnninLT,  an  event  occurred  in  ih.' 
doctor's  intellectual  lifi — one  of  those  incidents  which  jjlough 
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•!ic  >ii])S(>i!,  ^1.  to  spfiik,  of  our  foiiviction,-.  and  turn  up 
-  '.•  !v  (Irpths.     Bi,l  it  will  first  he  iiccos^arv  to  jrivc  a  brief 
III  cif  siiiiie  fiiii-  of  liis  iiicdicji]  career,  which  will  also 
■  i   i'n'-li  iiitere>t  to  tliis  narrative. 

\;  ilii'  end  of  the  ci^diti'i'iitli  ccnturv  science  was  as  deeplv 
'•;:!  ''.v  ihi'  ai)|iarili(in  of  Mc>iner  as  art  was  hv  that  of 
I. ink.  .\ftcr  hi-;  pMli-rovcrv  of  luairnetisni.  Mesincr  eainc 
'  ■  liiiirc,  whither  fniiii  time  imineinorial  inventors  liave 
iv..>i:.d  to  find  protection  for  their  discoveries.  Franeo, 
;!ni'i!.-  |i>  the  lucidity  of  her  lan,<:uage,  is  a.s  it  were  the 
!r.,:i;("1er  of  the  world. 
••l!   hoiiKcopathy  j^et-  to  Paris,  ir  i;:  safe!"  said  Ilahnc- 

■le,  in  Franee,"  .•^aid  Metterni(h  to  fiall.  "and  if  they  laugh 
:ii  \"';r  ■luiiiips.'  von  are  a  made  niaii." 

M'-iiier.  then,  had  his  di.-cipie-.  and  his  antasronists.  as 
■iri.ii!  ii-  the  i'iccini-ts  a^^'ainst  the  (JIuckists.  Scientific 
i:.:!i'<'  was  -tirrcd.  and  a  serious  dehate  was  set  on  foot. 
1  iii.i  jiid,::nient  should  he  pronounced,  the  Faeultv  of  Medi- 
'■  !;e.  in  II  hody,  ])roscrii)ed  what  they  called  Mesiner's  (|uack- 
•  :  ,  'iis  tuh.  his  conducting:  wires,  and  his  theories.  But  it 
!!ii;-i  iie  -aid  that  the  (icrnian  eoiiiiiromised  his  sjdendid  dis- 
v:^\rvy  liy  preposterous  pecuniary  demands.  Mesmer  failed 
ihr-i:-h  nnproven  facts,  throiii^h  his  iirnorance  of  the  part 
j'i.iye,!  in  nature  hy  imponderahle  fluids  not  as  yet  invcsti- 
:.  I'  ■.  ,:nd  ihroutrh  his  inability  to  study  all  sides  of  a  science 
«'i.,ii  iiii-:  three  aspects.  Magnetism  has  more  applications; 
;:  M.  'i;er"s  hands  il  was  in  relation  to  its  future  develop- 
;:'!i'  wlint  a  principle  is  to  results.  But  thouirh  the  dis- 
i','\.  ]■■■]•  hi.-ked  <rcnius.  it  is  >ad  for  human  reason  and  for 
'■'■■'-■'  1"  have  to  own  that  a  science  contemporanoous  witli 
rli.-i  civilization,  cultivated  in  Firypt  and  Chaldea.  in 
'■•  '•  :ind  in  India,  met  in  i\iris  at  the  hiirh  tide  of  the 
•  :!li  century  with  the  -ame  fate  as  the  truth  embodied 
-■  '■;'',■,,  iu  the  siyt(>entli:  and  that  maL.M!etisni  was  put  out 
"^  '  '  '■'■'  hy  the  Iwiifold  attainder  of  religious  he|iever<  and  of 
j:;-'  ''alist  phi!os(^plier.s,  both  equally  alarmed.     Magneti.sm, 
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tlu>  favorite  soionoc  of  Jons  an-i  on.,  of  th..  prnvor^  oonfprn.l 
on  tho  ii,,n-  los,  sw.ni-^  to  linvr  I,....,,  iis  littlo  mMi-ni/od  h- 
the  ri,„n.h  ;i>  l,v  tl„.  fnllnwcrs  uf  .f,„n-.Fnr,|u.-  arvl  Voltairo 
of  Lock.,  and  (■..inlillac,  Xcitln-r  ih..  Kncvlopclia  nor  ih.^ 
pnostliood  conl.l  cinio  to  terms  with  thU  ancient  hum.ui 
force  which  sccnic.l  to  them  so  novel.  The  iniracl...  of  tli.^ 
connilsumnairrs  were  smothered  hv  the  Cliureh  and  i)y  the 
jndifTerence  of  the  learned,  in  spite  of  the  valuahh-  works  ,>f 
(arre  de  ^ront-e^on  ;  still,  they  were  the  first  snmmon^  to 
make  experinumts  on  the  llnids  in  the  human  l.odv  whirl, 
supply  the  power  of  callin-  uf.  cnou-h  spontaneous  force, 
to  nnlhfy  the  pain  eanscd  hy  an  external  airenev.  Rut  it 
would  have  necessitated  the  re.-o-nition  of  ijuids  that  are  in- 
tangible, invisible,  and  imponderable,  the  three  ne-ation^ 
winch  science  at  that  time  re-arded  as  the  d.>finition  of  a 
vacuum. 

To  modern  science  a  vacuum  is  impossible.  Given  ton 
feet  of  vacuum,  and  the  w<,rld  is  in  ruins!  To  materialist, 
especially  the  world  is  absohitely  full,  evcrvthinfr  is  closely 
linked  and  connected,  and  acts  mcchanicallv. 

"The  world."  said  Diderot.  'Ms  a  result  of  mere  chance  i. 
more  intelligible  than  (iod.  The  multiplicitv  of  causes  atul 
the  immea.surable  number  of  throvvs  that  chance  presuppo.es 
sufhciently  account  for  (reation.  Cv-n  the  .Knrid  and  all 
the  letters  necessary  to  set  it  up.  if  voi,  .^rant  me  time  and 
space,  by  dint  of  to.sin-  the  letters.  I  should  brin-  out  the 
combination  formin-  the  .Knri,l."  These  wretched  men,  who 
would  deify  everything  rather  than  confess  a  God.  shrank 
no  less  from  the  intinite  divisibilitv  of  matter  which  is  im- 
plied in  the  nature  of  an  imponderable  force.  Locke  and 
fondillac  at  that  lime  delayed  i)y  fiftv  vears  the  immense 
advance  which  natural  science  is  n.nv  makin-  under  the  cm- 
ception  of  unity  ulncli  w<.  owe  to  the  great^  (Jeoffrov  Saint- 
Milaire. 

Some  honest  minris.  devoid  of  svstem.  convinced  hv  the 
facts  they  had  conscientiously  studied,  persisted  in  hoMiiv 
the  doctrine  of  Me.mer.  who  discerned  the  existence  in   man 
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L'lvm^'  <mv  indiviilual  power  over 
.  ::  '!lirr,  and  limuirhl  inn.  play  l.y  tlic  will  ;  an  iiitlucncc  wliidi 
;-  .iirativc  when  the  fluid  i-  aluindant.  iiinj  which  acts  as 
u  <\'<r\  between  tw..  wills— the  evil  to  he  cured,  and  the  will 
'"  '■'•'■••  ''■  ''"i"'  phciiniiiena  of  >(in!naiiihiilisni,  hardlv  s\is- 
p.rt.Ml  \,\  Mcsnier.  were  dctccte(l  hy  MM.  dc  I'uvsiViir  and 
l*'''!i/;c;  hut  the  Itcvnlution  hrnu,Lrht  a  |)ausc  in  thc<c  dis- 
I -wne-.  which  left  the  men  of  learninir  and  the  scolFcrs  in 
|.u-M  -i.iii  iif  the  field. 

\!nnn;r  the  .small  niinih(>r  of  hclievcrs  were  some  physi- 
(  in-;  these  soceders  were  persecuted  l.y  their  brethren  "till 
li"'  ■!.!>  of  their  death.  Tl,,.  rcspcctahlV  fa.ulty  of  doctors 
III  i'ari.-  tnrncd  a>rainst  the  Mesmerists  with  all  "the  ri^r„r  of 
■■'  ivh.'ious  warfare,  and  were  as  cruel  in  their  hatred  as  it 
-.1  ;■■  p...~~ihle  to  be  in  a  iK'riod  of  Voltaircan  tolerance.  The 
':i''"i"\  physicians  refu.^ed  to  meet  in  consultation  with 
'■•"-'■  who  adhered  to  the  Mesinerian  heresy.  In  IS-^O  these 
npui.d  heresiarchs  were  still  the  object  of  this  unformulated 
I'IVm  ri[iti,.n.  The  disasters  ami  >tnrms  of  the  Revolution 
did  not  e\tin<:uish  this  scientific  hostility.  Xone  but  priests, 
;.!"vcr.-.  and  physicians  can  hate  in  this  way.  The  "gown'' 
-  I'uays  terrible.  But  are  not  ideas  certain  to  be  more 
niiiM.icable  than  thin.-rs?  Doctor  Bouvard.  a  friend  of 
MinnntV.  accepted  th.'  new  creed,  and  to  his  dyin,;:  dav  per 
-.-'■d  in  the  .scientific  faith  to  which  he  sacrificed  the  peac( 

'.'■'•:"p"ii>is.  and  the  most  r(>doiibtai»le  adversary  of  Dcslon, 
M-i'M-rV  chief  disciple.  Muce  his  pen  had  j:reat  wei-ht  in 
!  I  -  dispute,  quarreled  beyond  remedy  with  his  old  comrade; 
'•  'iid  worse,  he  persecuted  him.  His  behavior  to  Bouvard 
Mi.-t  have  caused  him  the  onlv  repentance  that  can  have 
'■'■''I'i.d  the  serenity  (d'  his  declining  life. 

■^Mi.r  Doctor  Minoret's  retirement  to  Xemours.  the  sci- 
""■  "f  imponderable  a.;:ents— the  only  name  applicable  to 
'ii'-.'.eti<m  of  which  the  phenomena  ally  it  so  eloselv  with 
e"-'i:icuy  and  light — had  made  immen.-e  proirress.  in  apite 


peace 


-  whole  life— for  he  wa<  the  pet  aversion  of  the  I'aris 
iiv.     Minoret.  one  of  the  bravest  supporters  of  the  en- 
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of    llic    iinfiiiliii,::    iiio,-k,rv    of    t!ir    I'ari-    wnrLl    of   scii'ii,,.. 
Phn'ii(il<i::y  iiiiil  |ili\MnL:ii(,iiiv,  thr  xi.  n,,.,  ,,f  (i.ill  aiiil  I„i>.,i. 

ttT,  \\\iu<.  (<{  whicll  dill'  i-  I.I  lllc  olh.T  a-  CilllM'  to  I  i- 
fccl.    lliinoll-IIMtfil    In    th,'    cv,.-    of    111,, IV    |!l,IM    pllVMolo-LI 

(vriairi  \v;\c,<  of  \\u-  iiilaii-ii.lc  llii;,|  uliirh  i~  ih,.  |,a'-i>  of  ti,,. 
phciioiiiriia  of  liiiiiiari  will.  ;:i\inLr  ri-r  |,i  jia-ion-.  ,aii,|  hahil-, 
t(t  the  forms  of  ill,.  fratiMT,.  ami  of  the  >kiiil,  MaL'riri  ,■ 
fact,-  loo.  till'  miracle-  of  -mniamliuli-iii.  aihl  llm-r  of  .li\in.i- 
tiori  ami  rc>ta>_v,  allouiii-  n-  i,,  riii,r  im,,  tiir  worlil  n\ 
spirit,  were  multiplviiii:.  'I'lir  Mr.iii-c  tair  of  ih,.  a|ipariti..ii-i 
seen   hv    Martin,   a    farmer,    ulneh    uere   aiiijil\    proxeil.  aii.l 

that  feasiiitV  interview  wiih   1 j.   Will.:  tli,.  -taiem.'M^ 

as  to  .Swe(||.|||ior;r\  iiiter,(,iir-,.  uitii  th,-  ilia. I.  -eriou-lv  ;h - 
ccpted  in  (lermaiiy;  Walter  .Seoti".-.  iiarralivi-  of  ihe  re.-iill-  ,,( 
s('c()ii(i->ii:ht  :  ihe  amaxin-  faeiiltie-  ili-playe,|  l,\-  „,iii,.  f,,,. 
tiiiK'-tellcrs.  who  eomliim  li  into  oii,.  seieiiee  eiiirom.aiiev.  eai.l- 
roa(iin<r.  and  horoscopy  :  the  laets  of  eatah-p-y,  and  of'the  p.- 
ouliar  action  of  the  di,ij>liraL'iii  iiii.ler  eeriain  morliiij  :ii- 
tlucnce.-:  all  the.<(>  pheinmiena,  ciirioii-.  fo  -av  the  Km-i.  ai  1 
all  emanating'  from  the  same  >.mrce.  iindermiiii.l  much  do;i!,t. 
and  !  f  the  nio-t  indilFerent  into  the  province  of  e\periiii,'nt. 
Mill'. ret  knew  nothing  of  tlii-  mo\em,ni  ,,i  mind,-.  va>t  in 
Xorthorn  Kiiropf.  though  .-till  small  in  Fninee.  where,  nev.r- 
tholcss,    certain    facts    occiirreij    \\liieli    superficial    ohserv.'r-; 


called  marvelous.  Itut  which  I'e 


-tone~  to  the  hott 
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the  sea  m  the  whirlpool  of  event-  in   I'ari-. 

At    tlic    i)ei:inning   of   this   year    the   anti-lMf-smerist    wa.- 
greatly  disturhed  hy  receiviui:  the  following  letter: 


''My  old  Comi.'ai.i:.— Kvery  friend.-hip.  ev.n  a  lost  frieii  !- 
ship,  has  rights  which  it  is  n.-t  ea-y  to  -ct  a.-ide.  I  kii^'W 
that  you  are  still  alive,  anil  1  rememher  le.-.-  of  our  lio-li!i- 
ties  than  of  our  happv  ihiv-  in  the  little  d.^ns  ,,f  Saint-diilien- 
k'-]iauviv.  Xow  that  I  ,im  ah.mt  to  ipiit  this  worhl.  I  c!ii:g 
to  a  hope  of  pniviii^r  to  you  that  maL'iieii.-m  is  desiiii..|  ii 
be  one  of  the  most  imporiant  of  -cienc.'- — unles-.  indie.l.  ,il! 
bcienee  ^hould  not  Ijc  regarded  a,-  "/d.      I  can  wreck  vour  ui- 
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'•■i'i'ii^  l',\   p-iiu,.  pp.nl-.     I'M-hai-  '  tuny  -am  from  vour 
-      ''"■  l''il'l'i'"-  "t  """•  niMtv  (1,1^1, in;:  vour  hanil  as 
■    ■  ■■'!  !■>  <la~i.  hninl.,  l^rlVrr  tlic  .lav.-  td'  Mr-nuT.— Always 

HkI  VAIiU." 


Villi 


I.':-  .inti-M.-inrriM.  stun-  as  a  lion  l,v  a  ^..(Itiv.  ni>luMl 
"■:  !•■  I'^in-  and  I,  It  hi-^  canl  on  o|,i  iiniuar.i.  who  livrd  in 
;-'    i''''-  l"'rnii.  ,i..,-,r  Saint-Siilpi.v.     |{uuvai-(!  .-mt  a  can!  to 

'■'-  ''"'•  '■  ^^''i'"!^'  "11  It.  '•Tn-ninrrnw.  at  nil ■(•lock.  Rue  St. 

il'_''"'<--  "p|'"'^ii''  111''  Clinnh  of  ih.-  Assumption.- 

Miif'ivi.  -i-.,\vn  yoiiii-  a-aiii.  .lid  n..l  <l.M.p.  ||,.  „-,,nt  to 
"".''"■  "'''  I'li.v-i.ian-  n\  hi,  a.'.iiiamtan.v.  ami  a-krd 
'■•!-  It  th.'  woriil  wen-  tnrn.'d  up-id..  ,|..\vn.  if  ih,.rc  were 
^P.!  ,^  S.ho.d  ,,r  .\I,.di,.inc.  and  if  th.'  f..ur  Fa.'iilties  .-till  ex- 
•■''  '■  '  I"'  «l'"'l"r-  reavMiiv.l  hini  hv  t.'llin-  him  that  lli..  old 
-i'  i.i  'It'  iv-i>taji(v  still  >ur\iv,d:  „nlv.  in.-irad  .rf  j)ers,.,-iitin.r 
'■'-  •■>'^^  Mi..n.v.  th.'  .V.'a.l.'mi.is  ,,f  M..,li,.,m>  and  of  Sri-'iiees 
!••-:■ '1  with  laii-ht.'r.  and  elasMMl  ma-nctie  dcmon>l rations 
";':i  th.'  irii'ks  ,,f  Cnniiis,  Cumtc.  and  Hom'o.  as  ju-j:lerv, 
.- '  iJii-.'f-han.l.  atui  what  is  known  as  amiisin-  phvs'ies'^^ 

i  •  ' -''  -pivchcs  .lid  not  himl.T  Minoivt  fr.)m  -oin-  to  the 
ni-l./\nns  appniiii..d  hv  .,Id  iJ.aivar.l.  .\ftrr  f.-rt"-- four  wars 
'■:  i'i'!iaii..n  the  anla-oiii-i.-  m..t  a-ain  under  a  eourtvard 
-■■■'-  in  the  1,'iie  St.  Il.inor.'-. 

'  '■■  n.  hmm  live  in  to.,  eMri.-tant  a  ehan-r  to  hate  each  other 
'■I'    '"'ii:.     In    I'aris.  e^p.-cialk,  events  exy,and   -^pai'..  an(1 
'^^  I  ••     :!'■  -"  u-id(  —  in  poiities,  in  seienee,  and  in  lite-ature— 
i'l'it  •::"n  <ann.,t  fail  [,,  (ind  .-.mntrie-  in  it  to  e.>n(|uer  where 
'•  !:'.it!.!s  find  n..,m  t.>  .Iw.'il  and  rul(>.     Hatr.'.l  re.juireHi 
■    loives  alwavs  in  arms  that  those  who  mean  to  hate 
:^i!.v  h..,uin  with  a  .-o.„l  -apply.     .\n.l  th.Mi,  onlv  hodies 
'.;  '••  "  '■'in  '"■•■n-  it  in  imnd,     M  the  cn.l  .,f  fortv-f-.ur  vcar.s 
!•'    —ni'Ti-e  an.l  Daiitoji  uoui.l   hill  <,n  ea.-h  other'-  n..(k. 
\';!hernf  the  tw..  .l..,iors.  however,  otforcl  to  shak.-  hand.s. 
!  was  Ih.'  fif-t  tM  -ay  t..  Minoret  (witli  the  familiar  tu 
■  '-   •  "■  iii-h  -o.i.l-fellow.-liip  )  : 
"'l  I'll  are  looking  very  well."' 
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"Vt'.-.    not    Sn    |,;„11\   ;   .UhI    ^nuy•    -Mhl    Milium,    the    ic."   IviU^ 

l»ri>kt'n.  ^ 

"1 — iis  Villi  -I  (■  inc." 

"Ila.>  111,1,-11. •11-1.1  k-i.t  _\,,ii  fruii  .Ivm-:-"  n-k,.,!  Mmorot  m 
a  Ijaiitcnni:  i..ti.-.  hu!  nut  ImUitIv. 

"So:  Init  It  ha.  aliiin>t  ],,  [it  m,.  fnini  living'." 

"Voii  an-  iiiit  rirh  tli.n  :-"  ..i,,!  Mi„,,n  t. 

"l{irli !"   sikI    I'.iiiiiaiil. 

'■U'.'ll.  l)ut   1  am  rirh  !"  .Ti.d   Mmnrrt. 

"li  I-  iiMt  yuiir  r(iriiii;r,  hii!  \,iiir  cmn  ictinn.  tiiat  I  aim  at. 
— ('(line,"  replied  I'.iiiisard. 

'•<»h.>llllale    I'elliiW  :"   es,  |;|ill;r,i     .M||i.ire|. 

The    lieheM^r    1,1    M.Mlier    Iril    h^    1  lleivil  11  lolK    rririnl    illlu   U 

•  lark-  .-tairway.  and  made  him  mnimt  eaiitmii^v  to  the  fourth 
floor. 

At  this  lime  there  ua--  in  I'an-^  an  extraordinarv  man.  en- 
dowed \,y  faith  with  Iiviiii  nd.iu-  power-,  and  a  ma-ter 
of  mai:nelie  forces  in  cmtv  f,,rni  of  their  a[ip!ieation.  \ot 
only  did  thi-:  (;reat  riiknown.  who  i..  >till  li\iiiL'.  cure  iin- 
ai<]ed.  and  at  anv  distance,  th.-  mo,t  painful  and  inveterate 
diseases— cure  them  -iiddculy  and  radieallv.  as  of  oM  did 
the  i;ede..nier  of  man— hilt  he  aNo  cm, Id  produce  at  anv  mo- 
ment  the  moM  cnriMU^  phenomci,.,  ,if  -omnamhiili-ni  hv  ipiell- 
in^'  the  mo,t  refractnrv  wilj..  The  cmntenance  n(  the  rn- 
known.  who.  like  Swede,d.oiv.  .leelar.'s  him-.. If  to  he  eorn- 
inj.-sion>'d  hy  (iod  and  in  communion  with  the  am:els.  is  that 
of  a  lion:  it  is  radiant  with  eoiidntrated  and  irresistilile  en- 
('r<:y.  His  feature-,  nf  a  sim:iilar  ca-t.  have  a  t.^rrihle  and 
overwh(diniiiir  pow(r;  his  voiee.  comini:  from  the  de|.tlis  of 
111.-  hem--,  .-irms  char-ed  with  ma-neiic  lliii.j.  and  enters  the 
listener  in-  everv  pore. 

Dis.unisled  with  the  imrnititnde  of  the  puhlic  after  thmi- 
■^aiids  of  cure.-,  he  had  thrown  him.-elf  into  iiiiap|>roacl;,;- 
Ide  -olitiide.  volunt.irv  annihilai ion.  JIi<  all-powerful  hanil. 
which  ha.-  I'e-toi'cd  dvint:  dauiditer^  to  their  mothers.  fatli^T- 
to  their  wtepm-  children,  adored  mi>tre-.es  to  lovers  cra./.-d 
with  love;   whi('i   ha-^  cun  1   the  -iek  when   physicians  have 
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-  \.n  fhcni  over,  ;iiii|  mii-.d  iliMrik-L'ivinir-  \<>  1m-  Min<r  in  the 
-Miiiiro-iif.  in  tile  diriMTitifl,'.  Mini  in  '  Mr  rlmr^li.  |p\  priests  of 
.'•'■.  n-nt  .  n((l>.  all  lpr<.iii:lit  t'.  thr  -miii.'  (JihI  hv  th«.  same 
■  Mile;  uliidi  has  inili-alt<i  tli(   ,i-mii\  „(  .Icatli  to  tli.is.'  f,.r 

■.\.'i  >ln    lil'r   ua>    tin    l.ill'.'vr    p(.--il)!c--t  !ia!    Mivcfri;.'!!    liainl.   tile 

-.ri  "f  hfr  uiiicli  ilazzli'd  the  cji,^,.,!  rye-  nt'  tln'  sliM'p-valkcr, 
h:  linw  wuuld  iii.t  lift  to  n.-toiv  thr'  h,  ir  ..f  a  kiriL'-lom  to 
•'■  ',;•"•'!■  Wrappril  in  the  iiii'tiio-v  ..f  the  u'oo.!  !i..  has  done 
:  ''!  .1  liiniinoiis  -iiroiid  he  ha-  -hut  1ih  dour  or;  the  worM. 
.■ii!<l  du.  lis  in  the  -kios. 

Kill,  ill  till'  carlv  days  „f  hi^  rv'vju.  alinnst  startled  hv  his 
I'-.^ii  p"\wr-.  ihi,  man.  who-,,  di-intn-c-icdnev-  \va«  as  .rrcat 
:i-  111-  inlliifncf.  allowed  a  lew  impiirer-  to  witne-s  his 
"iniele-.  The  niiiior  of  hi-  fame,  whieli  had  heen  ii. intense. 
.!!!■.'   uhieh   ini^rlit   revive  anv   day.  a'-oii-ed    I)oet,,r   Bnnvard 

<<::   !!:•     hnnk   of   the    lomh.      '|"he   pef.-eellted    hi'liever   in    Mes- 

"■'"•"iilii  iit  la-t  iM'hoId  the  mo-i  hrilliant  manife-taiion  of 
the  -Meiiee  lie  oheri.-hed,  lik,.  a  trea-iiiv,  in  hi-  heart.  The 
>-.'  n:,iir.-  misl'ortiiiie-  had  toiuhe,]  the  (jrvat  I'nknown,  who 
^T.iiil.d  him  eertiiin  ].rivi|e-es.  So  I'.oiivard.  a-  thev  eliinhed 
I'l-  -laifs,  took  lii<  old  adv.i-ary's  hatiter  with  malieions 
s.il:-'a(tion.  He  mad.'  no  reply  !,iit  "Vou  will  see.  von  will 
-  ■."  uiih  the  little  tosses  of  ilie  head  that  mark  a  man  sure 
"i  !:.-  ease. 

Mi-  two  doctors  entered  a  suite  of  rooms  of  the  j.lainest 
•supheiiy.  Honvard  went  to  speak  wiili  th.'  ma-ter  fur  a 
J-"!'  -nt  in  a  iiedronm  adjoinini:  the  drawin^r-room.  where  he 
i'li  Minoret,  who.-^e  distrust  was  now  aron-^(Ml.  IWit  Bnuvard 
'■''■•' diately  fame  hack.  ,ind  led  him  into  the  hedroom.  where 

■  '-'itid  the  famous  Swe,!enhor-;ian  with  a  W(,man  s.'aled  in 
■liiichair.    The  wopian  did  not  rise,  and  seemed  not  to  ob- 

■  ■   ■   i!ie  arrival  of  the  two  old  men. 

■■*'\  iiat.  no  tub:-"'  -.:ld  Minoret.  witli  a  -mile. 
■^•"hinsr    hut    the    power    of    (;.,d."    :.T:ive!v    re;i!ied    the 
>^-    '•  nhor-:ian,  wh.uii  M.norvt  -u|. posed  to  he  a'  man  of  about 

i!ie  throe  men  sat  down,  and  the  stranL'<>r  made  eonvers.i- 
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tion.  They  spoke  of  the  weather  nnd  indifferent  matters,  to 
old  Minnret's  jrreat  surprise;  he  faneieil  he  was  heini:  fooled. 
The  Swech'nhoririan  (piestioned  his  visitor  a.-  to  his  sfit'ntifie 
views,  and  was  evidently  lakin;:-  time  to  study  him. 

"Yon  have  cdriie  here  out  of  pure  iurin~iiv,  monsieur." 
he  said  at  h-n.ijfth.  "I  am  not  in  the  iialiit  of  iirostitutim:  a 
power  which,  it  is  my  full  conviction,  emanates  from  (lod; 
if  I  mad(>  a  frivolous  or  evil  use  of  it,  it  iniLiiii  he  taken  from 
me.  However,  ^fonsieur  Ronvard  tells  nie  onr  aim  is  to  ho 
the  conversion  of  an  opinion  anta;:oni-tic  to  ours,  and  the 
enlightenment  of  a  man  of  harninir  and  -oo.l  faith.  I  shall 
therefore  satisfy  you.  The  woman  you  see  there."  lie  went  on, 
pointing  to  the  armchair,  "is  in  a  magnciic  >Kcp.  From 
the  accounts  and  revelations  of  such  somnamhulists.  the  state 
is  one  of  great  beatitude,  during'  v.liich  the  inner  heing.  set 
free  from  the  fetters  hy  which  vi--i!>!('  nature  hinders  the 
full  exercise  of  its  faculties.  wand(>r  through  the  world  which 
we  erroneously  call  invisihle.  Sight  and  hearing  are  then 
far  more  perfectly  active  than  in  the  state  which  we  call  Ixung 
awake,  and  indept'udent,  perhaps,  of  tlie  medium  of  those  or- 
gars  which  are  hut  as  a  sheath  to  the  hlndes  of  light  that  we 
call  sight  and  hearing.  To  a  man  in  that  ondition  distance 
and  material  obstacles  have  ceased  to  exist,  or  are  pierced 
through  hy  an  internal  vitality  of  which  our  body  is  the  con- 
tainer, the  necessary  fulcrum,  a  mere  wrapper.  Terms  are 
lacking  for  results  so  recently  n^discovered  :  for  the  words 
imDonderahle,  intangible,  invisible,  have  no  meaning  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fluid  whose  action  is  percejitible  through  mag- 
netism. Light  is  jionderabie  hy  heat,  wliich.  wben  it  pene- 
trates a  body,  increases  its  volume;  and  electricity  is  only  too 
tangible.  We  have  passed  judgment  on  things  instead  of 
blaming  the  imperfection  <d'  our  instruments.'' 

"She  is  asleep?"  asked  Minoret,  examining  the  woman, 
who  seemed  to  him  of  the  lower  class. 

"Her  body  is  in  a  certain  sen-e  a.'iniliilated."  replied  the 
Swedenhorgian.  "Igmwant  per-ons  mistake  tins  state  for 
sleep.     But  she  will  prove  to  you  (hat  there  is  a  spiritual 


He  took  Miiiorefs  hand    .    .     .    aii.l  with  hl~  other  hand  \iv  todk 
thntiif  the  wmijiii  in  the  chair 
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world,  whore  the  -pirit  dues  not  ahey  tlio  law.^  of  the  physical 
universe.  I  will  mmI  |i,.i-  i,,  a„y  region  wiiithor  you  may 
•  ■h(M»e  that  <])>■  ^ll,lll  go.  tucnty  N-agiics  away,  or  as  far  as 
China:  >hv  will  toil  yon  what  i~  liappming  thnv." 

'•Send  her  only  to  my  hoii-o  at  Xoniours,"  replied 
Minoret. 

"J  will  not  interfere  hetwoen  yon."  said  the  rnvsterioiis 
man.  "(iive  nie  your  hand:  von  shall  he  at  onee  aetor  and 
spectator.  ean>e  and  efl'cct." 

He  took  Minoret's  hand.  Minoret  yielding:  ho  held  it  for  a 
'ninute  with  an  apoaroiit  eoiiccntration  of  thought,  and  with 
his  other  hand  he  took  thai  of  the  woman  in  the  chair:  then 
lie  placed  tlie  doctor's  hand  in  the  woman"s.  signing  to  the  old 
-cejitic  to  .-it  down  l,y  the  side  ui'  tin'.-  Pythone.-r without  a 
tripod,  Minorer  oh-ervc.l  a  slight  thrilf  in  the  excessively 
calm  face  of  the  woman  when  the  Swedenhorgian  jjlaced  them 
m  contact:  nut  the  movement,  though  marvelous  in  its  re- 
sults, was  m  itself  exiremely  .-imple. 

"Obey  thi-  gentleman,"  said  the  Unknown,  extending  his 
hand  over  the  head  of  the  woman,  who  seemed  to  inhale 
light  and  life  from  him.  "And  remember  that  all  vou  do  for 
liim  will  please  me.— Now,  you  can  speak  to  her,"  he  said  to 
-Minfiret. 

"Go  to  Nemours,  Rue  des  Bourgeois,  to  ray  house,"  said 
the  doctor. 

"Give  her  time;  hold  her  hand  till  she  shows  by  what  she 
-ays  that  she  is  there."  said  P.mivanl  to  his  old  friend. 

"1  see  a  river,"  replied  the  woman  in  a  low  voice,  and  seem- 
ing to  be  looking  attentively  within  herself,  in  spile  of  her 
elosed  c\c>.    "1  see  a  pretty  garden." 

"Why  ha\e  you  begun  by  the  river  and  the  garden?"  asked 
-Minoret. 

"Because  thev  are  in  the  larden." 

"Who  ?" 

"The  young  lady  and  her  nurse,  of  whom  you  are  think- 
ing." 

"What  is  the  garden  like?"  asked  Minoret. 


M 


G8 


riisri-i:  miuoi  i:r 


r^   ' 


"As  you  fro  into  it  liy  the  -tcj)-  i!i;il  lead  to  tho  river  there 
is  a  hn\jS  trnllerv  tu  ilie  riLrlil.  limit  df  hrick.  in  whicli  I  see 
books,  ami  at  the  eiul  there  i.-  a  little  L'axehn  triiiiiiied  up  with 
\wi(Mlen  lulls  aiiil  I'lil  (-.ir^'s.  'I'lie  wall  du  the  left  is  eovereil 
witli  ereeper; — X'irii'inia  creeper  ami  yellow  jasmine.  Th(Te 
is  a  little  sundial  in  ili''  ini'ld'i'-.  thrre  are  a  LM'eat  many  pots 
of  llowers.  Yci  :;■  waid  i<  luiikinLT  at  t!ie  llnwers  and  show- 
in^LT  them  to  her  niir-e;  siie  niake~  holes  with  a  dilihle  and 
-ow~  snme  seiMl~.  'I'lie  niir-i'  i-  rakinu'  the  palli.  Thoutrli  the 
f:irl  is  as  pure  as  an  ani.'il.  there  i-  a  dawning  of  love  in  lier, 
as  faint  as  the  lirst  li;;ht  of  mornin,;.'."' 

"For  whom:'"  a^ked  the  doctor,  who  had  so  far  heard  noth- 
iiifr  that  any  one  mi,<rlit  not  have  told  him  without  hein:,' 
chiirvoyant.     lie  -^till  Iwlieved  it  was  a  trick. 

"You  know  nothing:  of  it.  thoufrh  you  were  somewhat  anx- 
ious not  Ion;:  since  as  she  u'rew  up,"  said  the  wouum,  smilinir. 
"The  in^tincts  of  her  heart  followe(l  the  devt'loiunent  of  her 
nature." 

"And  it  is  (piite  a  common  woman  who  speaks  thus?"  ex- 
claimed the  old  doctor. 

"In  this  state  they  all  speak  with  peculiar  lucidity,"  re- 
plied Jlouvard. 

"But  who  is  it  that  Tr-iile  loves?" 

"Ursulo  does  not  know  that  -he  i~  in  love"  answered  the 
woman,  with  a  little  shake  of  her  head,  ".'^he  is  too  anjzol- 
ically  inno,  jit  to  he  conscious  of  desire,  or  of  love  in  anv 
kind  :  but  ^he  wonders  over  him.  she  thinks  of  him  ;  she  even 
forbids  herself  to  do  so.  and  returns  in  spite  of  her  de- 
torniination  to  avoid  it. — Now  she  is  at  the  piano " 

"But  who  is  ho?" 

"The  son  of  the  ladv  who  lives  opposite." 

"Madame  dc  Portenduere?" 

"Portenduere.  did  you  say?""  replied  the  clairvoyant.  "I 
daresay.     But  there  is  n  )  dauL^'r:  he  is  not  at  home." 

"Have  they  ever  spoken  to  each  other?" 

"Never.  They  have  !ooki>d  at  each  other.  She  thinks  him 
charming.     And  he  really  is  very  ^rood-looking,  and  he  has 
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:,  J  .Oil  heart.  She  has  wati  hrd  him  out  of  hiT  window,  and 
;;^\    h.ivc   -cm   each   mhi/r  at    tluirch ;    but    llic  youii;,'    man 

.hi.-  11(1  lliul-i'  ahdill   ii." 

"W  !iat  i-  hi.-  iiaini'?"" 

■•|  rannut  tch  you  !in!c>-  I  shouhl  rrad  it  or  hear  it. 

!l  -  name  is  Savmicii  ;  .-he  ha-  ju-t  -[lokrn  it;  ^hc  likes  Ww 
'i'i  III'  it  ;  siic  had  iodked  in  ihr  caifiMiar  for  his  saint's 
:ri.and  had  marked  it  wiiiia  tiny  ivd  -]ioi.  ('iiildi>hl  Oh, 
-  '■  "lil  iove  \ery  truly,  and  with  a  hiVe  a.-  piire  a-  it  is 
''Vi'U'j:.  .'^he  i-  not  the  ^irl  to  love  twice;  love  will  color  her 
'.  •  'ic  -oul.  and  llll  it  so  completely,  that  she  will  reject  every 
'-:' cr  t'<-'e!in,i,^" 

"Wlierc  do  you  see  that  ?" 

■'I  see  it  in  her.  She  will  know  how  to  hear  sufTerin?: 
-■  .'la-  irdierited  that  power,  for  her  father  and  mother  suf. 
■■  ;■  d  much." 

i'hi'  last  wonls  ovrset  the  doctor,  who  was  surprised  rather 
;'':  in  ,-hakcn.  It  is  desirable  to  note  that  ten  or  fifteen  inin- 
w;.-  pa--ed  between  each  of  the  woman's  statements;  during 
tlh'-i'  her  attention  lieeame  more  and  more  self-centered.    He 

id  -ee  that  -he  saw  I  Her  brow  sliowed  peculiar  ehdnjres; 
.!  ■'  iiial  ellort  wa-  to  be  seen  tluTe;  it  cleared  or  wa^;  knit  by 

■  jinwcr  whose  eilVcts  Miiioret  had  never  seen  but  in  dvin^f 
!"  pic  at  the  nionn'nt  when  the  iirophetic  spirit  is  upon  them. 
>iir  not   iinfreipientiy  made  L'-estures  reminding  liini  of  Ur- 

-  i  i  it'. 

"li.  (juestion  her,"  ^aid  the  mysterious  master  to  Minorct. 
■'"■hi    will  tell  you  secrets  that  none  but  yourself  can  know." 

hoes  Frsule  love  me?"  .-aid  Minorct. 

\lmo.-t  as  she  loves  (mxI,"  replied  the  sleeper,  with  a 
-';i:le.  ".And  s'le  is  very  unhappy  about  your  infidelity.  You 
:'  not  believe  in  Cod.  a-  if  you  could  hinder  His  hein;.''!  His 
■■  •'•  fills  the  world!  .\nd  so  y(ni  are  the  cause  of  the  ]ioor 
'i'-  only  distress. — There  I  <lie  is  playin>:  her  scales:  she 
'•  -hi--  to  be  a  better  musician  than  she  is.  and  i-  vexed  with 

■  :-elf.     What  she  thinks  is:  'If  1  only  could  .-ing  well,  if  I 
;  :  a  :  tie  voice,  when  he  was  at  his  mother's  it  would  bo  sure 

:v  reach  his  ears!'  " 
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l>not(ir  Minorct  took  out  a  iioirli.iok  and  wrote  out  the 
r.vaci  lioiu". 

'■('ail  Villi  idl  nil'  what  x'cil-  .-he  ha-  ^<>wn?" 

".Mi;.'nnii(  itr.  -ucct  pea.-,  Iial.-ain.- "' 

"And  hi-ilvr" 

''I.ark-pur." 

"W  here  is  my  iiiotiov  ?" 

"At  yoiir  hiuyci'"- ;  hut  \nu  iiiv(>t  as  it  romos  in  witlioiit 
lo.-iiiu'  a  dav"-  iiitcri'.-t." 

"^cs;  hill  where  i~  the  money  1  keep  at  liome  for  the  lialf- 
ycarly  hoiisekeepiui:;-'" 

"Vou  keep  it  in  a  larije  hook  hound  in  red.  called  -'riie 
Pandeels  of  .Fii>tiiiian."  vol.  ii.,  helweeii  the  two  last  l)ai:e>; 
the  book  is  aiiove  the  r-ideho;ird  with  i^Iass  dnops.  i,,  the  divi^ 
sion  for  fiilios.  'rherc  is  a  whole  v<i\\  of  them.  1'he  inoiiev 
is  in  the  last  volume  at  the  end  m  \t  the  drawiiitr-rooin. —  Hv 
the  way.  vol.  iii.  is  placed  iiefore  vol.  ii.  But  it  is  not  monev 
— it  is  in " 

"Thousand  franc  notes:-"  asked  the  dor-tor. 

"I  cannot  see  clearlv.  they  are  folded  up. — Xo,  there  arc 
two  notes  for  five  hundred  francs  each." 

"Vo!i  can  t^eu  tliomr" 

"Yes.- 

"What  are  they  like?" 

"One  is  old.  and  very  yellow;  the  other  i.s  white,  and  al- 
mo.st  new." 

This  last  part  of  the  interview  hd't  [doctor  Minoret  thmi- 
derstnick.  He  looked  at  Boiivard  in  hlank  amazement;  hut 
Bouvard  ami  the  Sw, ■deniioririaii.  who  were  accustomed  t  ' 
the  astonishment  cd"  .-cepties.  vere  eonversin;^  in  an  under- 
tone, without  showin;:  any  surj  "i-^e  or  amazenuMit. 

Minoret  l)e<:<red  tlicm  to  allow  him  to  return  after  dinner. 
The  anti->resmerist  wanted  to  think  it  over,  to  shake  otf  his 
e.\treine  terror,  so  as  to  te.-t  once  more  this  inunenso  power. 
to  submit  ii  to  some  decisive  experiment,  and  ask  some  ipies- 
tion.s  which,  if  answered,  could  leave  no  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

"Be  here  by  nine  o'clock,"  said  the  I'nknown.  "I  shall  be 
at  vonr  sorvicp  ■' 
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Minnrft  wa-  so  violcmlv  a_'il;iti>(!  that  lir  wiiit  away  with- 

•  .1    takinir    Iravc,    fnllowcd    \>y    HDinard.    who    calliMl    after 
'■  .111 : 

■•Wrll:    Well?" 

"I  hilicvi'  I  arn  mail."  rcplii'd  Miimrff.  n-:  thov  roarhcd  thi' 

111  r  dndp.    "If  that  Wdiiiaii  lia~  InM  thi'  truth  al)iMit  rrsulc, 

thiM'  i-  iiii  line  ell  carih  Imi    I'r-i'lr  whn  can  know  what 

,■    -urcrn-.-  h;\<  rrM-alcd  —  nnii  nrr  riijlit.     I  nnlv  wisli  I  had 

.  ii_'-  to  lly  to   Xciiioiirs  and  verily  her  >lati'iii('nts.      Mnt    \ 

\\V\\  hire  a  po-t-chaiVc  ami  start  at  ten  this  rvrniiij:.     <HiI  I 

.■'.•:  .'iiiii;.'-  crazy  I"" 

•What  wouM  yoii  tlii?d<,  then,  if  yon  liad  known  a  man  in- 

.:  r.ililc  for  vcars  mach'  pcrfcctlv  well  in  five  seconds:  if  you 

i'll'l  -ee  tliat  irreat  inaLMietizer  make  a  leper  sweat  iirofuselv; 

•  ■  make  a  rrif)pled  woman  walk?" 

"Let  ns  dine  toirether,  Bouvard.  and  stay  with  me  till  nine 
••I  lock.     I  want  to  di'vise  some  deci-ive  and  irrefutaiile  test." 

'■<  ertainly.  old  friend."  replied  tlie  Mesmcrian  doctor. 

The  reconciled  enemies  went  tt)  dine  at  the  Palais  Koyal. 
Aiii-r  an  eatrer  conversation,  which  hi'lfieil  Miiuiret  to  e--ca])(' 
I'-  ■rn  the  turmoil  of  idea^  that  racked  hi:-  hrain.  P>ouvard  said 
\"  hiin  : 

"If  \ou  di.-cern  in  tlii-  woman  a  real  power  to  annihilate 
-r:Me.  if  yiiu  can  lint  cnnvince  your-elf  that  -he.  here,  from 
''•'  I'hnrfli  of  the  .\~~umption.  can  >ee  and  hear  what  is  <:()- 
i-L'  "11  at  Xemonrs.  you  mn~t  then  admit  all  other  effects  of 
';  .ii^netism;  tiny  are  to  a  sceptic  ipiite  a~  impossible  as  these. 
■  her.  therefore,  one  -iiiLfle  proof  that  may  satisfy  you. 
'■■''  •■■'»  may  imajxine  that  we  have  procured  all  tliis  informa- 
;  11.  liut  we  cannot  possihjy  know,  for  instance,  what  will 
i.ifipi'n  this  cveniii'j;  at  nine  o'clock  in  your  house,  in  vour 
■.'..ird'.-  hedroom.  Hememher  or  wri^e  down  exactlv  what  the 
' '.iirviiyant  may  tell  von.  and  ha-ten  home.  Little  I'rsule, 
'■^'■'in  \  ncv^er  saw.  is  not  our  accomplice:  and  if  she  shall 
;  ■-<  d(me  or  said  what  you  will  have  written  dcwn.  how  tliy 
'  '  "1.  proud  Tnfidel  !" 

i'lie  two  friends  returned  to  the  Swedenlior^'ian's  rooms, 
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ami  Ihoro  fdiiml  tlit>  Wdiiian.  who  did  not  rron^m/.o  Tiocinr 
Minort't.  llrr  cM'^  ;.'ctitly  cliwcd  under  tlic  Iiainl  wliidi  t!;. 
master  ^trt•t(■Il^d  out  to  Iht  from  nFar.  and  ^lio  sank  intn 
the  attitude  in  uliidi  Minofii  Ii;,d  ^c.ii  Iht  hrfufc  dinmr 
When  his  hand  and  hits  wcii'  idacod  in  connection  he  desinii 
her  to  tell  liiiM  all  that  ua-  happeninLj  in  his  lioiiso  at  Xe- 
monrs  at  that  nionient. 

"What  is  I'rsule  doini:;-'"  he  a-kid. 

"She  is  in  her  dfessinir-LTown  :  ^lle  Iia»  fini-lied  puttinL'  in 
her  curl-papers:  she  is  kneeliuL'  on  her  prie-Dieu  in  front 
of  an  ivory  crucifix  fa-tened  on  to  a  panel  of  red  velvet." 

"What  is  slic  saying'?" 

"Her  evenin.i,'  prayers;  she  coniniend-  her-elf  to  (iod:  -he 
beseeches  Him  to  keep  her  soul  free  from  evil  thouL'hts;  Au 
exaniines  Iier  conscience,  joini:  over  all  -he  has  done  diir- 
in^r  the  day  to  see  whether  she  lias  failed  in  oliedience  to  [ii- 
coniniandments  or  those  i,\'  the  Church;  -he  is  -trippin^r  her 
heart  hare,  ])oor  dear  little  tllin^^"■  There  were  tear-  in  th 
elairvoyant"s  eyes.  "She  has  committed  ud  >in:  hut  -h- 
blames  herself  for  liaviiii:  thou^idit  too  much  of  Monsieu'- 
Savinien,"  siie  went  on.  "She  sti>ps  to  w.uider  what  he  i-  dn- 
in^'  in  Paris,  and  prays  to  (!od  to  make  him  liappy.  She 
ends  witli  you.  and  says  a  prayer  aloud." 

"Can  vou  rej)eat  it  ?" 

"Yes." 

]\Iin<)ret  took  out  his  pencil  and  wrote  at  the  woman's  dic- 
tation the  folluwini:  prayer,  evidentiv  composed  h>-  tlie  .\li!)/ 
Cliajieron  : 

"()  (iod,  if  Thou  art  pleased  with  Thy  hamlmaid.  uIm 
adores  Thee  and  h(>seeche-  Thee  with  all  love  and  fervor.  \\\h< 
strives  not  to  wander  from  Thy  holy  eomniandments.  wh  . 
wotild  -.dadly  die.  as  Thv  Son  died,  to  i^lorify  Tliy  Xame.  who 
would  fain  live  uinh^r  Thy  -Jiadow.  Thou  to  whom  all  heari- 
are  open.  <:rant  me  the  mercy  that  my  .e-odfather's  eyes  ina\ 
be  unsealed,  lead  him  into  the  way  of  life,  iind  irive  him  Thv 
frraee.  that  he  may  dwell  in  Tliee  ilurinu-  his  latter  davs;  piv- 
serve  him  from  all  ill,  and  let  me  sutl'er  in  his  stead!     IKih 
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S,i M  rr>iil('.  my  beloved  patron  Saint,  and  Tlioii.  Mnili.  r  of 
'i  ..1.  (^tiieen  nf  llcavcii.  Arelianu'el-;.  and  Saints  in   I'atMdi-c, 

li-ar  me;   join  voiir  intercession^  to  mine,  and  have  idtv  on 

I" 

i;-  . 

T!i.'  elairvuyant  so  exaetly  imitated  the  child's  innocent 
_■■ -!iip-  and  >a!iitly  aspirations  that  Ooctor  Minorot's  eyes 
:    'd  with  tears. 

■■|iiM~  she  sav  anvtliinjj  more?"  lie  asked. 

ii'ipeat   it." 

•'Kear  jirxlt'ather !  Whom  will  he  play  baokrrammon  with 
;;  rari>!-" — She  has  Idown  ont  her  li^dit.  lays  down  her  liead, 
.ii  I  unr>  to  >|eep. — Siie  is  ;_'one  oil' I  She  looks  so  pretty  in 
!:■  r  little  ni^ditcap  I" 

^^n^ret  took  leave  of  the  d'reat  I'ldviiown,  shook  liand-^ 
■'  ^i  llniivard,  ran  dnwii-tairs,  and  hurrieil  otr  to  a  stand  of 
'■■•■el.i-.  which  at  that  time  existed  umler  the  tratewav  of  a 
:':.iii-i"n  >incc  demolished  to  make  way  for  the  IJue  d'Ali^'or. 
U'  tii'Ti-  found  a  driver,  and  a.-kcil  him  if  he  would  set  out 
^"iiLwiil)  for  I'"ontainel)leau.  'i'lic  price  havinu'  been  airri'cd 
•'i.  'lif  nhl  man.  made  yoiinir  auMin,  set  out  that  very  min- 
••1'^  \~  aL'ri'cil,  he  jet  the  horse  rest  at  Mssoiine,  then  drove 
'"I  ii!'  ;liey  jiicked  u])  the  Xemours  dili^^'nce,  and  dismissed 
''>  (■■■;'ihm;in. 

lb   readied  home  by  about  five  in  the  morniiiLT.  and  went  to 
'■■''■  .iiiiid  the  wreck  of  all  his  foruier  notions  of  ])hv>ioloir\-j 
:.M;ire.  and  of  metaphysics;  and  he  slept  till  nine,  he  wa.-5 
■   li  li\   hi-  e.vpcdit ion. 
' '!:  wakini:.  the  ducinr.  (piite  sure  that  no  one  had  crossed 
•!::"-hnld  cilice  hi>  returu.  pmcccfled  to  verity  the  facts, 
Mliioul  an  iiiviiH-ible  dread.      ]{>■  himself  had   forirotten 
'litlVrence  between  the  two  bankiinte-,  and  the  displace- 
•  >r  tile  two  volumes  of  till'    Pandects.      The  -omnam- 
-'  had  <i-i'i\  riiditly.     lie  ranir  for  I.a  Rouirival. 
i'  i;  I'r-ule  to  come  ;.>  -p.-ak  t^i  me,"  said  he,  sitting  down 
'•  middle  of  the  library. 
i  .'!'■  girl  came  at  once  llew  to  his  side,  and  kissed  him; 
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ilic  iliictor  took  IiiT  Mil  lii-  kiU'i'.  whcp',  a-  -he  sat,  her  \'.\:r 
I'ilir  trc»-c-  iiiinuli'd  with  In  r  "Id  I'lji  ihI"-  uliitr  hair. 

"Voii  liavc  ^niiifthiiiLr  t"  -a\   in  iiic,  uMilfalhrrr" 

"Vi>.  I'.iil  |iruiiii-i'  III!',  nil  \(iiir  -iMil.  til  reply  franl:l\, 
iiti('<|iiiv(i(  ally.  ti>  tii\  i|iii-tinii-." 

l'r~uli'  hlii-h'il  to  thr  runt-  i>f  \\<r  hair. 

"Oh!   I   will  a>k   vmi   imtliiii.'  thai    vnii  caiiiint   ati-wcr.""  !;' 
went   on.   -(•ciiii:   tlif   lpa-!il'iiliii'-<   nf   Hr-t    |,,\i'   chimiiii^'   i 
hitlxTto  cliililliki-  clcaiii'^-  n\   In  r  lovdy  rye-. 

'■S|"'iik.  ;rit<lt'atht'r." 

"With  what  tliDiiLihl  iliij  ynii  .■in!  yniir  cvciiin;,'  prayer- 
last  night;  and  at  what  hciir  did  ynii  -ay  ihi'm?" 

"It  wa-  a  (|iiart(i-iia-t  niii''.  (ir  hall'-iiasi," 

"Well,  n']ii'at  ii"W  ymir  la-t  prayer." 

'Phi'  yiiiiiii.'  L:irl  hn|it'd  that  lu-r  voice  might  coiniiinnicat'' 
ficr  t'ailh  In  the  iiniielievcr ;  -lie  m-e,  knelt  down,  and  cla.-jn'i 
lier  liaiiil-  l'er\entl\  :  a  r.idiant  look  heained  in  her  face,  -li'- 
friiinced  at  the  old  man,  and  .-aid  : 

"What  I  a^ked  (iod  la.-t  night  I  prayed  I'or  again  tlii- 
morning,  and  shall  still  a-k  till   lie  grants  it  me." 

Then  >he  repeated  the  prayer-  with  fresh  and  emph.ilii' 
cxpres-inn  ;  hut.  to  her  great  -urpn-e.  her  goilfalher  intir- 
nipted  her,  ending  it  himself. 

"Well.  I'r^-iile,"  -aid  till'  doctor,  drawing  her  on  to  his 
kncf's  again,  ":.nd  as  you  went  to  -leep  with  \our  liead  on  the 
pillow,  did  voii  not  >ay.  'De.ir  godfather  I  Whom  will  he  play 
backgammon  with  in  Paris?"" 

Ursuk:  started  to  her  feet  a-  though  the  truiiiji  of  diidgnii'iit 
had  sounded  in  her  ear-;  >]\r  gave  a  cry  of  terror:  her  di- 
latid  eyes  stared  at  the  old  man  with  lixeil  horror. 

"Who  are  yon,  godfather?  Where  did  you  get  such  a 
power?". -he  asked,  f.iiicying  that  a-  he  did  not  believe  in  'io.i. 
he  nni-t  have  made  a  compact   with  the  angel  of  lieli. 

"What  did  vou  -nw  in  the  gai'den  yesterday?" 

"Mignonette,  sweet  pea.-,  hal-ams " 

"And  larkspurs  to  ind  witli?" 

She  fell  uu  her  knees. 
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I'll  not  terrify  iiic,  -'udfailuT  I — But 


voti  Were  hero,  were 


11   II"! 


\iii  I  tint  iihvjiy-  witli  yuii."'  n'plicd  lli.'  duiior  in  josf. 


Ihr   Minncrnt    (lilld 


rc;i-iiii. 


•■|,i  I  us  ;:<>  to  ymir  nxuii."     'riicii  he  l'.im'  Iht  liis  arm  and 

ni  ii|i-.tairs. 

"Vour  knees  are  (iiiakitiL'.  dear  friend."  said  slie. 

'■^'e- ;   I    feel  (|iiite  (iver.-e(." 

"Iioyon  at  last   lielie\e  in  (iodr"  <lie  exelainied 


with 


in- 


iit  L'ladiiess.  thoULdi  the  tears  nwe  to  her  eves. 

he  uM   man   looked  round   the  neat   and   simph'   room   he 


111'!  arran 


tred  for  I'rside.     <»n  tlie  th 


lor  \va-  an  inexpensive 


J"  en  druiTL'et.  which  -he  kept  ev-piisitely  clean;  on  the  wal 
I  ;  .iper  with  a  pale-;:ra_v  ;:round  and  a  pattern  of  roses  with 
lii'ir  LM-een  leaves:  there  were  white  cotton  curtains,  with  a 
I'liik  hiuder.  to  the  windows  Iciukinjr  on  the  eourtvar<l;  h»>- 
tv,.-.n  the  windows,  helow  a  tall  mirror,  a  console  of  <r\\t 
■•'■  "1  with  a  niarhle  sli;h.  (Ui  which  -[oih]  a  l)liie  Sevres  va.«o 
■  ■•  th.wcrs:  and  oppo-ite  the  fireplace,  a  pretty  inlaid  chest 
rs  with  a  top  of  fine  marhle.    Tlie  hcd.  furnished  with 


Irawi 


'!  chintz,  and  cliint 


■/.  curtains  lined   uiih  pink,  was  one  cf 


1  were  common  in  thr 


t'.  ;,|1 


ilii'lirsse  f<uir-pos(    hcd-i   wliicl 

h    century,    ornaiucnted    with    a    capital    of   carved 
i'mI's  to  each  of  the  fluted  columns  at   the  corners.      On 


-•'iti  .nt 


inine\->h( 


If  was 


an   old   c|o( 


mounted   in   a   so 


rt   of 


,!Mla 


line  of  tortoise--hell  inlaid  with  ivorv;  the  marl 


)ie  ctum- 


IMece   aiK 


M  ell-  (it  crrav 


f 


had 
■i   -I vie.      X    larir 


1  candelahra.  the  i:Ia--.  ami  the  jiier.  paint(>d 


in 


a  remarkalily  ;.'ooi|  elfect  of  toiio.  color, 

('   wardrolie.   the   doors    inlaid    with   land- 

>ome  (if  them  of  greenish 


U"-  in  various  kinds  of  wo 

'  '.  iiiirdly  to  he  met  with  in  tlic^e  days,  no  douht  contained 
'■  litiin  and  her  dresses. 

Til'-    atmosphere    of    this    room    had    a     frairraiico    as    of 
■i\en.     The  careful  arranircment  of  ever\  diini.'  indicated  a 


ic'i   iif  order,  a    feeliiej-   f,ir   the   ! 


lariiKnn-  of   thinirs 


•!  have  striiek  anv  one.  even  a  >rinoret-Levrau!t.      I 


.   that 
t  was. 


iV'n\r  al 


1,  easy  to  see  how  dear  to  I'r-iule  were  tho  th.inL^-  al.'out 


i 

.'W ' 

Mi 

i 
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her,  ami  Imw  fdiid  -lir  Uii»  <>(  lln'  roiiin  uhii  !i  wa«,  -u  tn  -pcik, 
|Mil  uf  all  Im  r  lilV  a-  a  <  liiM  ami  a  }^<uu-^  -irl. 

Wlulc  loi.kiiii:  rmiiii!  at  it  ail  a-  an  cxcii-r.  thr  ^.'uaniiaii 
conviin  III  liiin-i'lf  ihat  ffin  In  r  .vimlnu  Ir-iili'  imilil  -o' 
across  to  Madame  .i  ■  INirtfiKluiiv",-  limi-r,  Duniij:  the  nij.'hl 
he  iiail  rMiiMikinl  ilii-  liiir  "I'  ii.mliiri  iii  lie  laki'ii  wii'i  n'^'ard 
to  the  .-(•(  1.  t  lir  h.id  ih-  oviTc.l  .if  hrr  limMiM.u'  iia—ioii.  'I'.i 
(jui'>tii>ii  ht>  wanl  uniiM  i  iiiii|iriimi.--r  limi  in  Iht  i')<'-;  t^r 
t'itluT  he  iiiust  Ji|iiiri>w  nv  (li,-a|i|in(\i'  '>!'  Inr  'i>m';  in  I'illur 
(■a,-t'  lie  would  Ih-  a«k\vard!\  -iliiali'd.  IJi'  had  lin  n  t'on'  dc- 
tiTniiiii'd  that  he  wuiild  -tudv  lor  him-rlf  ilic  rrialiuiis  nf 
youii^'  I'ortc'mliicrc  ami  I'l-nje.  to  decide  whether  he  .■.iioiild 
trv  to  (oiiiiteraet  her  imliiiatioii  hid'nn'  it  had  liecomc  irn- 
Bistiblc.  (>nlv  an  old  man  eoii'd  -Unw  so  much  prndein' 
Still  ^'a>i)iii;:  under  the  >h"ek  oi'  tindin;,'  the  luaL'netie  revela- 
tions trnc.  lie  turned  ahout,  e\aniinin-  'lie  -malle-;t  thiiii:- 
in  the  room,  t'or  he  wi>hed  to  ^daiiee  at  the  almanac  which 
hnni,'  hy  a  corner  id'  the  i  Iiimiiev-|iiece. 

"'I'hese  chinisy  candle.-licks  are  too  heavy  for  your  pretty 
little  hands."  he  :-aid.  takinj:  up  the  marlile  caiullestieks,  orna- 
mented with  hra>s. 

lie  wei'ihed  them  in  his  liands.  looked  at  the  almanac,  un- 
hooked it.  and  -aid  : 

'•  i'liis,  too.  -eems  to  me  very  iitxly.  Why  do  you  haug  thi> 
common  calendar  in  such  a  pretty  room?" 

"Oh,  leave  me  that,  irodl'ather  I" 

"Xn,  no:  you  shall  have  another  to-morrow." 

lie  went  (]own-tair-  au'ain.  carryiiiL"  away  the  eonvietiiiu' 
doeiiireiit,  shut  liimself  into  his  room,  looki'il  for  Sjijnt  Sa- 
vinien,  and  found,  a-  tin-  clair\oyanl  had  said,  a  ^mall  rd 
dot  on  the  HMh  of  Octolier:  he  found  siu-h  another  at  Saim 
Denis"  (lav.  his  own  patriui  Saint:  and  at  Saint  John's  dav 
— that  of  the  cure.  And  thi<  dot.  a-  larj^e  a<  a  pin's  head. 
the  sleepiiiL''  woman  had  ili-ccriied  in  spite  of  di-tance  and 
ohstaeles.  The  (dd  man  meditated  till  du-K  on  all  tlu'se  fact-. 
more  stupendous  to  him  than  to  any  oiher  man.  Me  wa- 
forei'd  to  vieht  to  evidence.     A  thick  wall,  within  himself,  a- 
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it    v-iv.   .riinih'..!    i1n\v!i  ;    fnp   li.-   li,i,l    livol    ..rt    the   iLui!)!.' 

•     Ml!"ll    of    ]'.'■<     ill.llir.Trnc..    to    rrli;.'in||    ;|tl'l     Ilis    .lfni;i!    of 

.iiti-it'.     Hv   pi-oviiii'  tli.it   till'  -cii-ps     a  [iiiri'ly  [ilivsiial 

'"""■'•.  tiHTf  oPLMtw  wh iFi'it-  i:iii  all   1.,.  .'vplaint'd- ■ 

■■<•■  rMrii.riiiiiioii-   uith    >oiii..  ,,r   till'  aitriliiit.-   ..f   infinitv. 

••t!-iii  o\iTtliri  w.  of  at  any  rate  x'cinrd  to  hini  to  ovtT- 

>,  S|MiiM/a"-  powrrfiil  |oi.'i,..     'I'll.'  Kitiitr  aiul  the  Iiifiriit.-. 

"•*■' "I'Mi'iiIs  whirli.  acronliiiL'  lo  that  trri'at  man.  aiv  irtcun- 

j'ltfM.'.    (•\i>t('i|    otii'    III    thr    othiT.        lIoWi'ViT    tri-i^at     liir    I.oWiT 

'•■  '"ii!(!  coiicriM.  of  til,.  <ii\i-il,ili(v  jitnl    iiiohiliiv  of  iiiaftf'p. 

"''i''l   ""t   riTilil    it    with   ahiio-t    ilivitir  cltarai't.T-.      And 

'.     »,i.   too  old   I,,  coiincct    til. --I-   [iliriioiiicna    with   a   ^v-tcin, 

'"   roiiiparr    thctll    with    tlio-r    of    ^Irrp.    of    vi-loM.    or   of    li^'ht. 

^  '  I''-  "  "■iitilir  tlii'ury.  ha-i'd  on  the  •.tatiMnmt-  of  tlir  Mho<d 
■(■  L'.ikc  and  Cniidillar.  lav  in  niiiH.  On  sirinu'  hi-  hollow 
i'i  ■!-  ui-ccl<cd.  hi-  incri'iliility  natiifally  wa-  shak<n.  Hence 
''  ill"  advanta-.'.-  in  ihi-  .-truL'L'if  !).■,,.  ,  Catholic  vouth 
iid  \o!tair.an  old  a.L'c  wa-  certain  to  1;  on  rr<iilc"<  ^do. 
A  inaiii  of  li^ht  f«dl  on  the  di>niantlc,l  fort  res-  in  rii;,i<;  from 
•'.    'Iriitlis  (d'thc  urccka'jc  m-c  the  crv  of  pravcr. 

\i  •!  yd.  the  stilf-iicckcd  old  iriati  tried  to  diypnto  his  own 


i.li!- 


Thoii^jli  .-triekcn  to  the  1 


IIMIH 


I'Mrt.  he  could  nrit  make  up 


!:   h<'  >til!   -trove  with   <iod.      .\t    the  -aine  time  ) 


111]    -eetlied    to  Vacillate;    l| 


IIS 


c  wa-  not  the  same  man.     He  ho- 


■iiiie   unnatiirallv   pen-iv 


«' ;   he   reao 


the    / 


riiyi'rs  of   Pascal, 


t'-  >uhlinie  llisluirc  (h's  Vnriiiliniis .-  he  studied  lionald; 
-I  Saiiit-.\n<:ustine:  lie  al-o  read  throuLdi  the  works  of 
■  iilior-  and  of  the  decea>ed  Saint-Martin,  of  whom  tho 
nous  stranixer  had  .spoken.  The  .-triK  lure  raised  in  this 
"\  mat<'riali-m  was  -pliitiiiL'-  on  ,,11  side-;  a  shock  alone 
"ded:  jiiid  when  his  heart  was  ripe  for  Cod.  it  fell  into 
'  ivenly  vineyard  a-  fruits  drop.  Several  times  alreadv 
"  cvenin;:.  when  plavine-  his  pime  with  the  priest.  I 
;i;'jhter  siTt;n;_'  In.  he  had  a-ked  ,|ne-tions  v.] 


li- 


nen, in  \  lew 


"pitiions.  struck  the  .\hlie  Chaperon  as  stramre;  for  as 
knew  not  of  the  moral  travail  hy  which  (iod  was  rccti- 
thi.s  iiohk'  coiiscienee. 
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"Do  you  bclii'vc  in  iippMntions?"  tlio  infidrl  suddciiiy 
asked  his  ])iist"r.  pnusiiii:  in  tiis  Lrainc. 

"Canhin.  a  j,Mval  phild^iipluT  of  the  sixlrciilli  tcntury,  sai.i 
tliat  he  had  '•rcii  .-nmr,'"  rt'|)li('d  the  cuiv. 

"1  kiiou-  nf  all  ihoM'  ihat  ihc  ])hil()-n|ihcrs  iiavc  seen;  1 
have  ju.-l  re-read  l'!otillll^.  A  this  iiioiiient  I  a.-k  you  a^  a 
Cath.olic:  I  want  to  know  whethiT  you  think  that  a  dead  man 
can  return  to  vi^it  tlie  livinu"?'" 

"Wtdl,  Jesus  appeared  to  His  aposllr<  after  His  death," 
replied  the  priest,  "'rhc  Clnireh  niii>t  hdieve  in  the  ap|iari- 
tions  of  our  Lord.  As  to  inirarhs,  there  is  no  lack  of  them," 
added  the  Abbe  ('ha{)eron  wiiii  a  -mile.  "•Would  you  likr  ;■) 
liear  of  the  latest?  Some  were  wrought  lu  the  eighteenth 
centurv." 

"I'ooh !" 

'•Yes:  tlie  blessed  Maria-Alphonzo  de  Liguori  knew  of  the 
Pope's  death  when  he  was  far  from  Rome,  at  \hv  moniein 
when  the  holy  Father  expiriMl,  and  thi're  were  many  witnesses 
to  the  iniraele.  'I'lio  reverend  i)is]iop.  in  a  tranc.-.  heard  the 
I'ontitTV  la>t  word.-,  and  n'pi'ated  them  to  .-everal  jtersoiis. 
The  messenger  bringing  the  news  did  not  arrive  till  thirty 
hours  later " 

"Jesuit  I"'  said  Minord  with  a  smile:  "I  do  nol  ask  you  for 
proofs;  T  ask  you  whether  you  b(dieve  it."' 

"I  believe  that  the  ai)i)arition  dipends  greatly  on  the  per- 
son seeing  it,"  said  the  eure,  still  laughing  at  tlu'  seeptie. 

"My  dear  friend,  i  am  not  hiying  a  trap  for  you.  What  is 
your  belief  on  this  point  r" 

"1  believe  that  the  power  of  God  is  inlinite,"  replied  liif 
Abbe. 

"When  I  die.  if  I  am  at  pe;:(e  with  (iod.  1  will  entreat  liin- 
to  let  me  a])pear  to  vnu,"  -aid  the  doetor,  laughing. 

"'riuit  is  preci-ely  I  he  agreement  made  by  Car(hin  with  hi? 
friend,"  replied  the    nre. 

"Ursule,"  said  .Minont.  "if  ever  a  dangi'r  should  tlireateii 
3'ou,  call  me — I  would  (  ome. 

"You  have  ju^t  ]M;i   iiiio  simple  words  the  touching  el'^y 
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.,il!f(]  yh're,  hy   Ainln-  C'lu'iii.T,"   replied  the  cure.     "Rut 

! I-  -re  jrrcal  only  Ijccausc  they  know  how  to  embody  facts 

'■1-  t'rcliiij:>  in  perennially  livinir  forin>."' 

"Wiiy  do  \-ou  talk  of  dyin.L:.  my  dear  ,i:od father?"  said  the 
y.)iint:  .Lfirl  sadly.  *-\Ve  .-hall  not  die,  we  who  are  Christians; 
I'll'  L'ravr  is  hut  the  cradle  of  the  soul." 

•Well.  Well."  said  the  doctor  with  a  -unle.  ''we  are  hound 
'..  Hiiii  this  woi'ld.  and  wlien  I  am  no  more,  vou  will  ho  very 
••■'i.-h  a^toni.-hed  al  your  fortune." 

"Wlii'n  you  are  no  more,  my  kind  friend,  my  only  oonsola- 
ti'i.M  will  he  to  devote  my  life  to  vou." 

"To  riH — when  I  am  dead  ?" 

■■^es.  All  the  ^ood  works  1  may  he  alile  to  do  shall  1h) 
il'iie  in  your  name  to  redeem  your  errors.  F  will  prav  to 
|...(1  day  hy  day  to  per.-uade  His  infinite  mere'y  not  to  |)uni.-li 
I !'  rnally  the  faults  of  a  day.  l)Ut  to  <:iv(>  a  place  near  to  Flini- 
M  If  atiioni:  the  s[)irils  of  the  hle-t  to  a  sou!  so  nohic  and  so 
,■   n    as  yours." 

Tins  reply,  -[loken  with  an,<re]ic  candor  and  in  a  tone  of 
T-o'nie  conviciion.  confoumled  error,  and  converted  Denis 
M  ■;  Tct  like  anotlier  Saint  Paul.  A  flash  of  interna!  li<:ht 
-•::nn.(]  him.  and  ai  the  same  time  this  tenderness,  extend- 
11^-'  even  to  the  life  to  come,  hron^ht  tears  to  liis  eves.  Tliis 
--•idcii  effect  of  urace  was  almo>t  electrical.  The  cure  clasptnl 
\i\-  hands  anrl  4ood  up  in  liis  audtalion.  'I'he  child  herself, 
-:  i'priMd  at  her  -^ucce-s.  -lied  tears.  Tlie  ohi  man  drew  him- 
-•  '*  lip  as  thou^di  some  one  had  lalled  him,  looki'd  into  spacer 
'■  f  lie  ^aw  an  aurni'a  :  then  he  knelt  on  his  armchair,  folded 
■  :-  hands,  and  ca>t  down  hi-  eye-  in  deep  hiinnliation. 

"'ireat  Cod  I"  he  -aid.  in  a  h?-oken  voice,  and   lookiuL'  up 

'■!'>cii,  "if  any  one  can  ohtain   mv  fe.riiivene--.  and  lead 

•   rhee.  is  it  not  this  -polk'-s  creature?     I'ardon  mv  re- 

i'it  old  aLTe.  pre-eiited  to  'I'liee  hv  ihi-  irlorion<  child!" 


lifted    up   !n<    -oul    in    silence    to    (iod.    he-eecllim:    Ifi 

n'li'hten   him   hv   knowledt:e   after   !iav 
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•y  Lrrace;  tlien.  turning  to  the  cure,  lie  lield  out  his  hand. 
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"y\y  (Iciir  fath-r  in  (l.'d.  I  aiii  a  little  child  airaiii.  I  ai:i 
yours;  I  ^ivc  mv  >i)ul  iiu.i  wmr  liand-."' 

I  r.-u'c  ki.--i  ij  li.'f  LTi'drailii'i"-  haml-.  cuvcrinir  them  with 
tears  of  juy.  'I'hi'  old  man  in  ik  her  mi  hi-  knee.  Lrailv  calliii, 
Ikt  liis  ;:iidiiini!iiT.  'I'll!' iiMv.  iiiuch  iiiuvcd,  rccili'd  ih<'  \'<  m 
Craitar  in  a  >n\-\  nf  r^  li-imi.-  I  raii-pnrt.  'I'lii-  '.viiin  ua-  tlii'ir 
eviTiiii^r  jiraycr  .i.-  liir  ilnvc  ( '!iri~iian>  kiidt   toi^i'lh'T. 

"What  has  happi'ii'd !'"  a.-ki  d  l,a  rioii_rival  in  a-tniii.-ii- 
inont. 

"At  last   my  .L'^iifalhiT  hi-licvc~  in  (imll""  crird   I'lsuk'. 

"And  a  i:'iud  iliin^'  I'l.i;  thai  \va-  all  that  \\a>  wanting'  lii 
make  him  juTfrci  I"  ■■m  laimi'd  the  uhj  [xa-ani  woman,  cro-— 
in,i:  hcrM-lf  \^  nh  .-imidc  -raN  it  v. 

".M\  <lcar  l>(pi  'I'.""  >aid  the  u(i"d  ]iv\'-  »,  "von  wiil  -.011  hav^ 
iiiaslcri'd  the  LMamliiir  i.\'  rcij^inii  aim  the  niie>-.itv  for  n- 
I'xorci.-r- :  and  you  will  find  its  [ihilo.-ojih \ .  in  >.>  far  a-  it  ;~ 
human,  muc  h  lol'tici'  ilian  that  of  the  mo~t  dariim-  miiids.'' 

Till'  (ure.w  ho  di>|i!a\id  a:i  a'nn.~i  >  hildlikr  jov.ilim  aLTn  il 
to  instruct  the  old  man  hy  nieetiii.i,'-  him  as  a  eateehuinMi 
twice  a    week. 

Thii>  the  conver-ion  a-crilxd  to  rr.-ule  and  to  a  -pirit  of 
sordid  .-elf-intere-t  had  Immh  -poiiianeoii.-.  'I'he  prie>t,  wi;ii 
for  fourteen  years  had  re-iiMined  him-elf  from  iouehinL'  i'm' 
\V(»und>  in  tb.ai  heart,  ihou-h  he  hail  deepiv  dcploreil  th' ni, 
had  heeii  appealed  to.  as  we  jjo  to  a  -ui'i^eon  when  we  feel  ai; 
injiir\.  Siiici'  that  ,-eenc  every  e\fninLr  [f.-ule's  pravers  had 
hecome  family  jirayer-.  Mvery  momen!  the  old  maii  had  hli 
])eace  i^rowiiiL;-  upon  him  in  the  place  of  a-itatioii.  And  view- 
ing (iod  as  the  respon.-ihle  editor  of  inexplicable  facts — a- 
Ih'  put  it  —  hi>  mind  wa-  ipiite  easy.  His  darliiii,''  child  ti'M 
liini  that  hy  thi>  it  could  he  >een  that  he  was  niakin;;  pro^n-- 
in  the  kiuLiilom  of  ( lod. 

'i'o-day,  durin^r  the  ~er\ice.  ]).'  had  just  read  the  prav' ;■- 
with  the  exercise  of  !i;s  undir-taiiih  ULT ;  for,  in  his  first  take 
with  the  cure,  he  h.-id  risen  to  the  divine  idea  of  the  eoia- 
innnion  of  ihe  faithfuk  The  veiieratile  iieophvte  had  uiiiier- 
stood   the  eternal  .-viql'o'   connected   with   that    nourishment. 


^B     ^ 


THE  ITRIRR  IN  ALARM 


81 


uhi.h  fiiitli  niakos  TiiTP>~arv  ii;  «nnn  as  tlic  wliolo.  (loop,  elo- 
i.Mii-  inranin.i:  nf  the  syinh.*!  is  thun.ii;rl,|y  felt.  If  ho  had 
-iriricil  ill  ;i  hnrrv  to  iri-t  homo,  if  \va^  to  thank  hi-  doar  little 
-"'Mauiihtcr  f(ir  haviiii:  liroun-lit  him  to  the  Lord,  to  use  tho 
U]\i-  nld-fa-hioiiod  plira-o.  And  -o  ho  had  hr  on  liis  knoo 
Ml  hi-  drawinir-rooiii.  and  \va<  ki-,-inLr  hor  -olcmnlv  on  tlio 
M'lU-.  at  tho  vorv  moniont  when  hi<  licirs.  dofilin.Lr  hor  holy 
iiitlK'^iici'  hy  thoir  iLfnohlo  alarm?-,  woro  lavi-hini:  on  Ursule 
•■!■  i-ar.-ost  nlmsc.  Tho  Lroi.d  man's  lia-tc  to  he  at  home-,  his 
-"■rii.  a-  thoy  thoui^ht  it.  for  hi-  rohition-.  his  sharp  replies 
.:-  1-  N'ft  tho  ohiirch.  \v<t<'  all  naturally  attrihiitrd  hy  each 
-r  ilif  family  to  tho  '.atrod  for  thoni  whioli  I'rsiilo  had  irn- 
!''ai!tcd  in  liini. 
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W  hilo  tho  ,i:irl  was  ,  layin,<:  to  hor  irodfathor  tho  variations 
;  /,'/  Jmnrrc  I'disir  uni.^icnff  of  W'chor.  a  plot  was  hoini' 
'i.i'i!i''d  in  MiiK)rot-Lovraiilt"s  dinimr-room.  whioh  was 
■:• -:incd  to  lirinu''  on  to  tho  sta.Lfo  one  of  the  mo-t  important 
■I  !"r,-  in  this  drama.  'l"hf  hroakl'asl.  which  lasted  two  lionrs. 
".I-  a-  noisy  as  a  provincial  hroakfast  always  is.  and  wa-hod. 

■  n  liy  capital  wiiii'  ln-oiiLrht  to  Xciiiours  liv  canal,  oitlior 
I'n'iii  Hiirj^'iindy  or  from  Touraino.  Zolic  had  proourod  some 
^d.  !l-li-h  too.  >omo  soa-fish.  and  a  fow  rarer  dainties  to  do 
h-'i.'ir  to   l)o,-iro"s   return. 

Til-  dinin;:-room.  in  its  midst  thi^  round  tahlo  of  toinptinrr 
II-;. "I.  looked  like  an  inn-room.  Zolic.  sati-fiod  with  tho  o.\- 
I'lit  ..f  her  hou-oh.ild  o(li(c,.  had  Imili  a  larufc  room  iiotwoon 
':■'■  va-t  courtyard  and  the  kiichon-i^arden.  wliicli  was  full  of 
vcLctahlos  and  I'riiit-trecs,  Hrre  ovorythini:  was  niorelv  neat 
:::'!  -uhstanrial.  The  cvami.le  sot  1  I,o\  raiih-Lovranlt  had 
i"ii  .1  terror  to  the  countryside,  and  Zel-'e  had  forhiddon  the 
!;:.)-lcr-huildor  s  drau-ii:-  lici-  into  anv  .-uch  follw  'I'he 
!•'"  !i!  wa-  huiii:  with  .-af.n  pap.T.  and  rurni-hcd  with  plain 
'>.ilnui-wood  chairs  am]  sidelioai'd-.  with  an  earthenware 
-;■■.''.  a  clock  on  the  wall,  and  a  haromoler.  'I'liouLdi  the 
•  r  .  i^(.ry  was  ordinary — jilain   white  china — the  table  shone 
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nen  and  abundant  plate. 
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As  80on  as  tlic  cnlWv  hud  Invii  .~<Tvr,l  l,v  Zc'lie.  who  hopp.-d 
to  and  I'ro  like  -i  irrani  of  >\u,\  in  a  l„,iilc  „f  (•h;ini]»a,L'iic,  for 
she  kept  Init  (Hic  mnk;  and  ulicii  Dr-iiv.  tlic  huddm-  lawvci. 
had  Inrn  fully  appii.-..,!  ,,r  th,.  ;:,vat  vv^'Ui  of  ih,.  murnin.' 
anil  It-  n-uh-.  Zrlie  ^lllit  |1„.  dn,M-.  and  thr  imtarv  |)i„iii. 
\ya>  call.'d  u|„,n  in  -jvak.  Th,.  mI,  nc  i|,a>  f,il.  ij,,.  l„„k> 
fixed  in-  cadi  cxpc,  !ai:l  lirir  ,>ii  iliai  :iiillinriiat  i\>  fac'.  plaiiilv 
t^howfd  linw  -,vat  1>  Uw  iiilliirii,-,.  ,..\,T.i-cil  hv  ihoc  inni 
over  whoh'  faiiiilie,-;. 

"Mv  dear  clijl-iivn.'"  he  JM-an.  -ynur  uiieh  .  ha\in-  liem 
born  in  K-Ki.  is  at  tliis  day  -iL'lit  \ -t  lin  e  war,-  old;  now  old 

men  are  liahle  to  (it>  nf  fully,  and  ihi~  liuje " 

"Vii)er:""  exclaiiiH'd  .Madame  .Ma~>in. 
•'Wretch:"  said  Zclic. 

"Wc  will  only  call  her  hy  her  name."  sanl  Dionis. 
"Well.  then,  a   lliicf."  said    Madame  Creiiiiere. 
"A  very  pretty  thief."  added  De.-ire  Minoret. 
"Tins  little  l'r>Mle."  |)i,,i'i.-  went  on.  "i.-  verv  dear  to  him. 
I  have  not  waited  nil  thi>  murnin^'  to  inaki'  in.|iiiries  in  the 
interest   of  you  all   as   my  clieni>.  and   i!ii>   is   what    I   have 

learned  eoneeriiin^ir  tliis  vonii;: " 

"Spoiler!"  put  in  the  tax-cu|leetor. 
"I'liderhand  forlui!edinnier."  -aid  the  iawver"s  rierk. 
"Hush,  my  friends  or  1  >hall  pm  ,,n  niv  liat  and  i:o.  and 
good-day  to  you." 

"Come.  come,  old  man!"  >aid  Minoivt.  pourin"-  him  nsi; 
a  lupieur  -hnsful  of  rum.  '"Drink  that  :  it  e.,me>  from  K.nne. 
direct." 

"I  rsule  is  no  douht  .To-ep],  .Mironi^tV  !e--itimat<.  olT^^prim:. 
But  lier  fatlier  wa-  the  natural  -on  of  \'a!entin  Mimurt 
your  uneleV  father-i.,-law.  Thu-  Cr-ule  i-  the  natural  niec 
of  Doctor  Denis  Minoret.  .\s  hi-  natural  niece,  anv  wi'^ 
the  doctor  may  make  m  [ut  favor  mav  p,  rha])s  i)e  void,  and 
if  he  should  leave  h<r  his  fortune,  vou  mav  hrin-  a  hiw^nii 
against  hor :  this  might  i.e  had  (imu-h  forVoi,.  fur  it  is  ini- 
possihle  to  sav  that  there  is  no  tie  nf  relation-hip  hetween  the 
''nctor  and  Tr-iile;  Mill,  a  law-uit  uould  eeri.iinlv  fri-htcii 
a  dofencele-s  girl,  and  would  result  in  a  comproini.se."' 


i 


rUK  HKIKS   IN   AI.AIJM  h.-, 

•■'I'll.'  l,-i\v  i-;  -u  riLTuniiis  a^  to  the  rii:lits  of  natural  chil- 

::   ii."   -aid   llic   n-w  !v-lialcliiMl    lawvcr.   iML'cr  to  disjilay   his 

'.  iriiiii.'.  -thai   \<\   tiir  iiTiii^  nf  a  jii-l-iiiriit  of  the  Court  of 

^■!"'''  "'   -'iiiy    '■    I'^l'.  .1    naliiral  diiM  ,-an  claim   nothing,' 

"  ■'"    I'-"    'liitnral    -raudfaili.T.    u<>\    -•vrn    iiiaiutrnaiKr.      So, 

-■'.:  tliat  tli<'  paivntai:.'  of  a  tiatiiral  ,-!ii!,i  carries  back. 

■     'aw   i-;  a-ain-t    a   natural   child.  >\>u    in   his   I.'Lritiinate 

■  '  lidants:  for  it  rc;^ards  anv  IcLracic-:  I, m.- filing-  tho  i:rand- 

drcn   a-;  h.^-iowcd   through    the   pcr-onai    intcniicdiarv   of 

r.Miw.il  .-on.  their  parent.     Tl:i>  i-  the  inference  fnini  a 

iMiiMin  of  .\rliclc-:  ::,:.  IHis.  and  !M  1   of  the  Civil  Code. 

\  ,  1.  in   fa<'t,  the  IJoyal  Court  of  Paris,  on  the  -.'Ctli  of  Dc- 

ieii,l"r.  only  la.-t   yeai'.   reduced   a   leizac-y  he(|ne;iihed   te.  tho 

'•  jiliiiiate  child  of  a  natural  ^on  liy  its  ;_M-andfalher.  who,  a.s 

i--  grandfather,  was  a.-  nuicli  a  stranj^i^r  in  hlood  to  his  natural 

--.i'   '-Mti  a<  the  doctor  is  to  T'r-ule  as  her  uncle." 

..;  ;liat.  '  said  (loupil.  ••seem.-  to  me  to  relate  onlv  to  tho 
'e''  eti  of  he(|uest-  made  hy  grandparents  to  their  ille.iriti- 
HMtc  descendants:  it  lias  nothin.L:  to  do  with  uneles.  who  do 
I''!  appear  to  me  to  have  any  Mood  relationships  to  the 
^:i;:ii;ate  olfspriui:  of  the<e  natural  half-iirothers.  r>sule 
1-  a  -!ran-er  in  blood  to  Doctor  Minorel.  I  remember  a  jud^r- 
!i:';it  delivered  at  the  Supreme  Court  at  Colnuir  in  IS'^f), 
^■'■11  I  wa-  fini.-hin::  niy  -tudies.  by  which  it  was  pronouneed 
''-1!  the  illeLMtinuite  child  l)ein,i;  dead,  his  de-eendants  eould 
'  '  ''li-er  be  liable  to  his  interr)osition.     Xow.  I'rsule's  father 

'eiiipij's  arfruniont  produced,  what  in  reports  of  'aw- 
'■:■'■-  journalists  are  aceustomed  to  de.-i,i:nate  liv  this  paren- 
1;  ■  -i- :  ( (Irciit  snisufinii ) . 

■"What  does  that  matters"  eried  Dionis.  ''Kveii  if  the  case 
'■''  I  leiracy  left  by  the  uncle  of  an  illeuntimate  child  has 
'■•■'■T  \<t  eoine  befor-  tlie  courts,  if  it  should  occur,  tlie  ri"-or 


i'reueh   law   toward-  natin-al   children   will   i 
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"!••  surely  applied, 
i''speeted.     .\nd   I 
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n  tiine-  when  religion 
will  an-wer  for  it  that,  in  su(^h  a  suit,  a 
Tomise  would   be  olTered ;  especially   if  it   were   known 


4 


84 


IIJSTI.K   MIIKdi:'!' 


li' 


that  you  were  ri'-nlvcd  tu  cirrv  ihc  cii-c  auainst   I'rsulc  ovcii 
to  tile  Cniirt  of  Final  A ppcai." 

Till'  ilc!i':!it  •'(  lnii--  \\!ii)  inijlil  liih!  pile-  df  irold  hftravfi 
itself  in  .-iiiilc-,  litilc  jinii|w.  an.l  iji-iniv-  all  iMund  the  taldc 
No  'iiic  olisrrv.il  <;.iii|)jr.-.  -hake  nf  di-^nit.  I-Jut,  ilicn.  tMs 
t'xultatinii  was  iiima  ilialrly  rdlluwrij  li\  lii-r]!  sileiicr  and  di.-- 
mav  at  llii'  nuiar\">  nrxt  weird  : 

''Bill •• 

Dioiiis  at  niicc  -  iw  I'Vcrv  i  ye  fixci]  nn  him,  cvrv  fai-c  a- 
{^iimiiiLT  the  .-amc  aii-lc  jii.-t  a>  if  he  had  |nil]cd  the  wire  of 
niiL-  of  lhn>c  t(iy  theatres  where  all  the  fiLnire-  move  in  je'rk> 
by  the  action  of  wheel-work. 

"But  there  is  no  law  to  hinder  your  uncle  frotu  adoptiiii,' 
or  nuirryin;:  I'rsule."  he  went  mi.  ".\^  to  an  adoption,  it 
mi^rht  he  disputed,  and  \<>u  would,  I  helieve.  win  the  ea-e; 
the  High  Courts  are  not  to  he  ti'illed  with  m  tin'  matti'r  nf 
adoptiiii.  and  yiui  uould  lie  exaiiiiiied  in  the  [ireliminarv  in- 
quiry. It  is  all  very  well  for  the  doctor  to  di^p!ay  the  ril)l)on 
of  Saint-Michael,  to  he  an  ollicer  (d'  the  r,ei;i,)n  of  Honor. 
and  formerly  phy.-ician  to  the  e\-emper(ir:  he  would  ^o  to 
th(>  wall.  ]5ut  th(Mii:h  you  mi<,du  he  warne(l  in  cas(>  of  an 
a(l(}j)tion.  liow  are  you  to  know  if  he  marries  her?  The  old 
fellow  is  (|uite  -harp  eiiou.iih  to  iict  married  in  Paris  after 
residinjr  there  for  a  year,  and  to  -ecure  to  his  hride  a  settle- 
ment of  a  million  francs  uTider  the  niarriap'  contract.  The 
only  thinir,  therefore,  which  really  jeopardises  vour  in- 
heritance i-  that  your  u.nele  should  marry  the  eliild."  iren> 
the  notary  paused. 

"There  is  anothi'r  ri>k,'"  said  (loupil.  with  a  knowinu:  air. 
'"il"  nuiy  make  a  will  in  favor  of  a  third  person,  old  Bon- 
.trrand  for  Instance,  who  w(Hild  he  constituted  trustee  for 
Mademoiselle  I'rsule  Miroui't.'" 

"If  you  worry  your  uncle,"  Dionis  i)eLraii  ap'iin,  cuttuiL^ 
short  his  head-elerk.  '"if  you  are  not  all  as  nice  as  possihlc 
to  Ursule.  yon  will  drive  him  eitluT  into  a  niarriajie  or  int'i 
the  tni.steeship  of  which  Coupil  speaks;  hut  I  do  not  thin!: 
he  is  likelv  to  have  recourse  to  a  trust  :  it  is  a  dan<rorous  alter- 
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I 


even 


IVfl 

li.!.. 


(11.-- 


e  of 


tun: 
1.  it 
a-r ; 

I-   nf 

ill- 
ilion 
nor. 

)    lo 

an 

oil! 

fnr 

:tIo- 

T!m' 

in- 


air. 
loii- 


lor 


1  tl  L^ 

ihle 
nto 
ink 

tVT- 


halivi'. 


As  to  i 


11^  iiiarrviii^^  lur.  it  is  (■a>y  to  prevent  it.     1)6- 

-,iv  ha-  only  to  .-Im.u   t!ic  :;irl  a  lililo  atlctMion;  -he  will  cer- 
taiii'y  \n-v(vv  a  i  liar'iiiii;:  voiiii,!:  fellow,  tlic  cock  of  the  wiilk 


Nitiioiiiv.  ii,  ;|,|  1,1,1  man. 
-Moll 


I'  r.     -aid  ilic  |ii).-iii!a 


ti"ili   '>\'  till'   iiioncv  and   I 


■ter's  son  in  .Zelie"s  ear,  tempted 


)V    I  rsiih' 


be 


UltV.        1 


f   1 


arn   licr  we  -lioiijd  oct  it  all. 


were   to 


A IV  V 


oil  tnail 


V 


MI  Who 


ir    one    of    tho.-r    (1; 


will  have  flftv  thonsand  francs 


lys.  and   who  an-  sure   t 


o   i)(^  e 


leck'd 


III'    Mil  1 


M)  loll:/  a- 


r  iiii.l  your  iici-k  hy  a  foolish  marria; 
-  ■!"!  franc- ' 
il 


I   li\c  you  shall  never  liani:  a  niillstone 


re.     .*>e\i'n  hundri 


d  tl 


cd  thou- 


hank  V(ju   tor    ,othn: 


W 


IV,  monsieur,  the 


r-  only  (lau,<:hter  will  have  lifiv  thousand  a  vear,  and 


IM  V  have  already  made  overture 

""ii-   reply,    in    whicii,    for  the    first    time   in   his   life,   h 


•ihcr  .-poke  rou,i:hly  to  him,  extiniruished  in   De; 


ire  eve 


ic  oi  marrviiii:  the  fair  I  rs 


■1-    i;ai 


IS 


for  his  father  and  he  could 


a    the   day   a^Min^l    the   determination    writt 


.'   -  lerriiile  hlue  eve-. 


en    in 


A-.-:  hut,  J 
■•  had  nud<fi 


av. 


Mon>ieur  I) 


tl  hi> 


loni 
elhow.  "if  the 


T  oii-jy,  and  let  his  w.-ird 


Tied  C'remiere,  wliose 
man  took  the  matter 


marrv  l)esire,  .'^ettlinfj  on  her 


the 


lute  possession  ol  his  property.  ;:ood-l)ve  to  our  chances! 


-\;d  if  he  li 


ves  another  tivt'  yi^ars.  our  uncle  will  have  at  least 


lion. 


Never."  cried  Zelie;  -never  so  Ion;:  as  1  live  and  breathe 
i'esire  marry   (lie  dau-hter  of  a  bastard,  a  gir!  taken 
of  charity,  picked  up  in  the  streets.     What  ne.xt,  by 


a\eii  .' 


At   1 


US   uncle .-  dealii   mv  son   wil 


he    tlie   renre- 


iVc  ol    the 


M 


iiorcts :  and   the   .Minorets  cai 


)f  irood  cit 


n  snow   live 


(\\ 


izcn.-nii). 


It 


M 


is  as  good  as  a  nol 


ike  your  mind-  ca<v.      Desire  sliall  niarrv 


)ic  pedi- 


hc  is  likcl 


wlun  we 


V  to  do  II!  tin 


(  hamber  of  r)eputies. 


ii-   arrogaiit    pronouruemenl    was   seconded    bv    Goupil, 
added:  ■ 

*'».!!i  eighty  thousaixl   fraiU's  a  year.   Desire  may  rise  to 
!■  -uleni  of  a  Supreme  Court,  or  public  prosecutor,  which 


# 
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leads  to  a  ppc nitre     A  foolish  inarria^'c  «-,,nl(l  !»•  the  ruin  of 
Ills  {jrospccts." 

The  Immi-s  all  iM-LMn  to  talk  at  on,-...  hm  they  were  silcncnl 
hy  the  hh.u-  ,,f  hi>  (i^  that  Mirioivt  -tnick  on  thr  tal.lc  to 
cnalilc  the  notary  to  .-peak  on, 

'•Your  iiiiclr  I-.  an  .■xcrllcnt  and  worthv  man."  ^aid  Dioniv 
"lie  hrli,.\,>  h.Mi.Mlf  iniMiorial:  and,  liko  all  -h-wr  men.  he 
wdl  allow  .loath  to  o\,.rtako  hnn  hcforc  hr  ha^  made  Jii-  will. 
My  opinion,  thiTcf..rc.  tor  the  monu'iit,  is  that  he  should  i„> 
induced  to  invest  his  enpiial  in  mkIi  a  wav  a-  to  make  it  dilli- 
(•ult  to  dispossess  you:  ,!nd  ihe  opp,,rt nnitv  now  ofTer.-. 
^oun^r  I'ortenduere  is  in  Saint. ■  iVla-i...  lo.-k.'.l  up  f..r  a  hun- 
dred  and   .Hid   thou-an.l    fran.'^   ,,r  d,.|,is,      jlj.   ,,],!    mothrr 


knows  he 
has 


IS  m  pri,-on:  .-lie  is  weepiiiL'  like  a  Maudalen.  and 
asked  the  Ahh.''  ChapiTon  to  dinner,  to  talk  over  the 
(•atastroj)he.  no  .louht.  \V..!1.  I  .hall  <:n  \\u<  .'veninj:  and  >ui,'- 
f,'('st  to  your  unele  to  ,<ell  hi~  ,M...-k  of  eons.)li.!at,Ml  five  p."r 
conts.  whi.h  are  at  a  hnndivd  and  eit:hte,.n,  and  lend  the 
.sum  neeessary  to  relea-^e  the  prodi^MJ  to  Madame  ,h'  I'orten- 
duere  (jn  the  farm  at  Hofdi.'.res  and  Ikt  .Iw.  Ilinir-liouse.  [  am 
m  my  rights  as  a  n..tary  in  applying  to  him  on  behalf  of  that 
little  idiot  of  a  Purtendueiv.  and  it  is  .piite  natural  that  I 
should  wish  him  to  ehange  hi.-  investments;  I  get  the  com- 
mission, th.'  stamps,  and  tin-  husin.'ss.  If  I  can  get  him  to 
take  my  advice.  I  shall  prop.is.'  to  him  t.)  inve-i  the  rest  of 
his  capital  in  real  estate.  I  hav,.  s.)me  splendid  lands  for 
sale  in  my  oil  ice.  When  ome  his  fortune  i^  invested  in  real 
fstat',  or  in  mortgages  on  land  in  this  neighhorliood.  it  will 
not  easily  fly  away.  It  is  always  easy  to  raise  dillicuJties  in 
the  way  of  realizing  the  capital  if  he  should  wi>h  to  do  so."' 

The  heirs,  struck  hy  the  .soundness  .)f  this  logic,  much  mo., 
i'kilful  than  ihat  of  M.  Josse,  e.xpressod  themselves  bv  ap 
proving  murmurs. 

"So  settle  it  among  yourselves,"  added  the  notary,  in  con- 
elusion,  "to  keep  your  uncle  in  this  towr..  wlu>re  he  has  his 
own  ways,  and  where  you  can  keep  an  eye  on  him.  If  vni 
can  find  a  lover  for  the  girl,  you  will  hinder  her  marrvin^." 


re 
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i'ut  if  >ho  wore  ti 
iiilM'U.-'   iiirtiiicl. 


)  iinirry  liiiii:"  said  (ioupil,  urged  by  an 


OSS  would  lie  set 


■■'I'liiit  Would  not  lie  .-o  had  al'!(  r  all  ■.  vour  1 
'i'wu  111  plain  li.LMin,-,  and  you  would  know  what  the  old  man 
u.iiiid  .i:i\r  hiT."  aii.-wi-nd  llic  iiotaiy.  ••Still,  if  you  set  Di'- 
Mif  at  liLT.  hi'  iiii^Ldil  fa.-ily  play  I'a.-t  ainl  1o<.m'  with  her  till 
li!''   old    man".-    duatli.      Marria;_'c>    an-    arranu'tMJ    and    upset 


;i.:.!iii. 


li\c  a 


\ir  .-liortf.-t  way,"  .-ai<l  (oaipil.  "il'  tlif  doctor  i-  likely  to 
loim'   time    Vd,    Uolii 


d  tVll 


ow.  who  Would  tak.'  Iut  out   of  li 


iM'  to  i.'rt   liiT  niarru'd  to  some 
II'  wav  liv  scttlinir 


with  hiT  at  Sens,  or  Mont, 
i:Miu-;iiid  frano  <lown."" 

i.-.-in,  /(''lie,  a 


il'''!.-,  or  ( »rltans,  wit: 


1  a  nuiKlrc' 


ioupil,  the  oiijv  clear  heads  of 


Ihiiui-.  Ma.-.-in,  /rlie,  and  ( 

•  party.  e.\ehanp-(l  i:l 

•lie  would  be  a  nia^';:ot  in  the  pear,"  said  Zelif  in  Ma>sin's 


unco  lull  ot  nii'anint: 


w 


■\\ 


hv  was  tie  allowed  to  come 


replied  the  rejjistrar. 


I'iial  would  jii.-t  suit  voii  !"  cxclain.ed   Desire  to  (loiiiiil 


'lillt     llinV 


d 


eoiiKl   you    ever    kee|i   yourselt    decent   enou^di    to 
p.-  -i.~c  the  (ilij  iiijiii  and  his  ward  ':" 

"\<<u  don"!  think  sinall  beer  of  yourself!"  said  Minoret, 
liii'l'  rMa"dinp  (ioupil  at  last. 

!"•:-  coarse  jest  was  <rrected  with  shouts  of  lau,s,diter.  Hut 
til'  iawyer"s  clerk  glared  at  the  lau^diers  with  such  a  sweeping 
liivi  terrible  pize  that  silence  was  iiimiediately  restored. 

•In  these  days,"  Zelie  wlii.-peri'd  to  Ma-^in,  "notaries  tliink 
eiiiv  of  their  own  interests.  What  if  Dioiiis,  t(t  get  his  eoni- 
ii;^--!on.  sliould  take  ri'>ule's  side;" 

■|  know  he  is  >afe."  replied  the  registrar,  witli  a  keen 
1"'^  :!:k!e  ill  his  wicked  little  eyes;  he  was  aliout  to  add,  -1 
':'•''  hiiu  in  my  jiowcr."  but  he  ab>Iained. 

'1  am  entirely  of  Dionis"  o[)inion,"  he  said  aloud. 
"Ai'd  so  am   I,"  evclaiiiad   Zelie.  though  she  alre.idy  sus- 
[".-  ui\  ilie  notary  and  Ma>>in  to  be  in  colitivion  for  their  own 
advantage. 

My  wife  has  given  our  vote,"  said  tlie  postmaster,  sipping 


ss 
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a  glass  of  spirits.  tli(iii<:li  liis  fiuc  \\:i<  lilnndy  pi.riilo  with 
digesting  tlif  iiuiil  and  I'roiii  a  cuii-nlcraldi'  roiifiii'iiition  of 
wine  and  liciiicurs. 

"It  is  ([iiitL'  right,"  said  lii"  tax-colli  (  lor. 

"Tiit'ii  1  will  call  (III  liiiii  at'tiT  diniH  r!'"  a-kfd  Diuiiis. 

"It"  Moii-iciir  I'KHiis  is  right,"  ~aid  Mad.nni'  rrrhiirrc  to 
Madame  .Ma>>iii,  ""wi'  nnL'''it  tn  go  [i>  m'c  \iiiir  iiiiclc.  as  w;> 
11^1(1,  I'ViTv  Siiiiday  fMiiiiig,  and  dn  all  Mon-inir  I'iotiis  has 
just   told   us." 

"^  (.'S,  iiidi'i'd  !  To  he  rccrivcil  as  wc  iia\r  lircii,"  cMlaiimil 
Z6Iio.  "AftiT  all,  we  have  an  iiiconif  of  over  t'ortv  thousand 
francs;  and  he  has  rcfu.-cd  all  our  iiuilatioii-.  Wc  arc  a- 
good  as  he  is.  1  can  -leer  iiiv  own  -liip.  thank  von.  though  I 
cannot  write  prescriptions!"' 

''As  1  am  far  from  iiaving  forty  thoii-and  francs  a  year." 
said  Maiiame  .Ma.'>in,  nettled,  "l  am  not  an.xious  to  lose  ten 
thousand  I" 

"We  are  his  nieces;  we  will  look-  after  him:  we  shall  see 
what  is  going  on,"  >aiil  Mailanie  ( 'icniieri'.  ■•.\ml  -onie  dav. 
Cousin  Zelie,  you  will  he  hehoKien  to  iis." 

"Be  civil  to  Tr-iile;  old  .Tordy  left  her  hi-  -avings,"  said 
the  notary,  putting  his  right  forelinuaT  to  hi>  li]p. 

"I  will  mind  my  l'"s  and  (,»'-."  -aid  Desire. 

"You  were  a  match  for  I'esroche.-,  the  >har|ie-t  attorney  in 
Paris,"  said  (ioupil  to  his  ma-ier.  as  they  ijuiited  the  house. 

"And  they  dispute  our  hills,"  remarked  liie  notary,  with  a 
bitter  smile. 

The  heirs,  seeing  out  Dionis  and  his  hcnd-eli'rk.  found 
themselves  at  the  gate,  all  with  faces  heated  from  the  meal, 
just  as  the  congregation  came  out  from  ve-per-.  .\s  tin- 
notary  had  foretold,  the  .\iihe  ('ha]icron  had  giviii  hi.-  arm  to 
old  Madame  de  I'ortcnduire. 

"She  has  dragged  him  to  vespers!"  cried  Madame  Mas<in. 
pointing  out  to  Madame  Cremiere  I'rsule  coming  out  of  the 
church  with  her  luicle. 

"Let  us  go  and  -peak  to  hun."  sug-gested  Madame  Cremiere, 
going  forward. 
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'I'll.'  'Ii.iiiui'  vvliirli  ill..  iM.n.l.is.'  liinl  |ir.>iliiccil  in  all  their 
I'Hiiu,  11,111. 1  ■•  ii-t.iiii.-lic.l  Doctor  Mmorrt.  Ij.'  w.)ni!cr('.l  what 
'.'  '.111-.'  (.ml. I  Im-  oT  till*  rn.iiilliiii—.  to  (iril.T.  mi. I  out  of 
.iirii.-ily  h.'  I'av..r..|  .-i  in.'ctiii^'  li.'tw.vn  rr-iilf  iiii.i  these  two 

U'Mhi  II.  ulio  W.'IV  .','1L''T  I.I  a.lillC"  h.T  Willi  CXil^'LT'Tiltt'll  SWOt't- 

im  --  ,111.1  t'cr.'..!  -Mill.'-. 

"I  II.  I.',  Mill  will  ajl.nv  ii<  to  I  all  on  voii  ihi-  cvi'Min':?"  said 
M,iii,iiiii'  ( 'iviiii.'t.',  •■\\'c  -.1111. 'tun.'-  think  wc  arc  in  the  wav  ; 
l';it  It  i-  I. Ill;,'  n.iw  yiiicc  our  cliil.lrcn  have  [lai.i  their  r"-[ieets 
I',  voii.  and  oiir  daii;:hter.-*  arc  of  an  a^re  t.)  make  friend,-*  with 
'!'  :ir  I  r.-iilc."' 

■  I  i-iile  jii-tifi.'s  her  name.""  said  th.'  DoctDf;  "she  is  not 
,i;  .'ill  laiiic." 

■'l-'l  ii"  liiiii.'  her."  r.aid  Madame  Ma^in.  ".\nd  hesides, 
'!.  ar  unci.',"  ail.jc.i  tlic  pru.lent  housewife,  trvinj;  to  eon- 
'  '  iier  ^ehemini:  und.r  a  s.^mhlanec  of  eeonoiiiv,  "we  have 
■1  i.iM  that  yoiir  cliarminu'  u'.i'l'laiiLrht.T  ha-  such  a  talent 
■  :■  ill.'  piano,  that  \\i-  .-h.iiiid  K.'  .'n.-h:int..il  t.i  liear  iicr  plav. 
M.i'iaiiH'  ('rciiiii're  and  I  aiv  ralh.'r  inclined  to  have  h.T  iiias- 
!■■'•  t'.  t.'ach  our  ■/]]•]<:  for  if  h.'  had  seven  or  eiudit  pupils  ho 
I'.i-'lit  li.\  a  priei-  f.ir  hi-  le--.in<  williin  oar  m.'an- " 

"1'..  all  m.aiH."  sai.l  th.'  oM  man;  "all  the  more,  ind.^ed, 
I'Maii-.-  1  am  thinkin.,'  of  j^'cttiii;/  a  siiij:in''-iiia,ster  for  L'r- 


I 


■\.Tv  well;  thi'ii  tlii<  cveninfr,  nnelc:  and  vro  will  b 


LTandncphew    Desire,    who 


ring 
now   a    full-tled;,'cd    at- 


this  cvonini:,''  rcpli.'.l  Minorct,  wlio  wished  to  study 


lean  soul 


I-  tw.)  nieces  shook  han.l-  with   rrsulo,  sav 


in;:  with  af- 


rracioiisnc: 


ill  this  cv.'nim 


dear  ,i:oil fat lier.  vi>ii  can  r.ad   mv  heart.  I  helieve!' 


rrsiile.  with  a  srr.-it.ful  lo.ik  at  the  old   ? 


nun, 


■V.ai  I 


lave  a  plod  v.ii.f."  he  said.     ''And   I  also  i 


ni'an  to 


'U  .Irawimr  ami  Italian  1. 


A 


woman,     h.-  ai 


Ided. 


ir  rrsule  as  he  opi 


ned  the  L.'^ate  of  hi-  own  coiirtvard. 


.'li!   to  he  ediicat.d   in   smli   ;i   wav  a-   tn  In 


.'.|ual  to  anv 


i     iw-n  lu  Winch  she  nia_)  ui'  piaccd  by  marriage. 


:i() 


rnsti  i;  Mii!i>n:T 


Trstilt'  lilii-linl  ,1-  reel  .H  ;i  <Ii.iT\  ;  h.T  i:u;iiilian  «''f'rn. d 
to  li(>  tliiiil<inir  •>(  ilir  vrrv  |..i-..ii  -li-  h.T-rlf  ua^  tliiiikiri;,'  ..f 
Ft'i'Iin^'  lirr-.'lf  nil  ill,.  jMiiiit  nf  , , ,n f. -» i ii ^r  f,,  t)|,.  ,1,,1-t.tr  tli.. 
invoIiiniMrv  iin[MiUr  uhicli  in;ii|i.  Iwr  iliink  nf  S:(\!nirn.  ,-inl 
rt'f.T  all  li.T  -inviiiL'^  al'trr  p(TlVr!i.,n  to  hiin.  -Iir  went  t, 
sit  under  the  Imiuvi-  ,.f  ,  nvp.T-.  ;i-aiMM  which  «!ir  Ion!,,,] 
from  a  di-taTicc  like  ;i  ulnd'  ami  iijiic  ll.iwcr. 

"N'llW.     MUI    «|.,..    U">i|l',lli|rr.     vniir    \\u;v<    WiTi'    kirnl     t(1     Ml"'; 

they  wiTc  \crv  uuv  \u~\  nou.""  -.lid  -li...  a-  h.'  fullnufd  Iht. 
to  riii«lrail  him  as  In  the  tliMii-hl'  uliicli  had  mad.'  hiT  pcn- 
fiivp. 

"Poor  httlf  thiiiL':"  -.lid  thr  .ild  man.  He  laid  Frsiilr^ 
linnd  on  hi<  arm.  palliii.'  it  -..nih.  and  l..d  h,.r  aloni.'  the 
tcrract.  I,y  llic  ri\ir.  whriv  rm  mw  cniiM  (iM.rhrar  them. 

■'Why  do  ynii   -ay.  "I'lMir  little  ihiiiL'"'" 

"Can  you  not  see  that  thev  arc  afraid  ot'  vou  ?" 

"But  why?" 

"My  heirs  are  at  thi-  rnnineiit  verv  uiiea-v  ahf)ut  my  oop- 
vorsion  ;  thev  a  '-rihe  it.  no  douht.  to  y.-nr  intiiieii,.|..  and  fancv 
that  1  shall  deprive  ihem  (d'  their  inherilanee  to  make  vou 
the  rieher." 

"But  yoii  will  not?"  slid  I'r-ule  with  >implieitv.  and  look- 
ing in   his   t'a(.(.. 

".\h,  divine  i-ornfort  (d'  iii\  old  a'.'e."  -aid  the  old  man.  lift- 
ing' her  up,  and  ki-ini:  lier  on  hoth  (heeks.  "It  wa-  for  her 
sake  and  not  for  my  own.  O  (iod.  that  I  In.soULdit  Thee  just 
now  to  siid'er  me  t..  live  tdl  I  -hall  have  -iwn  her  'iii!.> 
the  kei'piiiL!-  of  ,-ome  ironil  mail  wortliv  of  her  I— Vou  will 
see.  my  an,-cl.  the  fare,  that  tli..  Miiinrets  and  the  Cremioro^ 
and  the  Ma--in-  are  L'oim:  to  plav  here,  ^'o!l  want  to  pro- 
Ion-  and  heantify  my  life.  'I"h.  y  !  ihey  ihink  of  nothinir  hut 
mv  di'alh  I" 

'■<iod  forhid-;  us  to  hale;  hut  if  that  is  true — oh,  I  scorn 
them  I"  cried  Tr-nlc 

"Dinner  I"  cried  i,a  I'.oujxival.  from  the  top  of  the  >tep<, 
which,  on  the  Lrarden  -ide.  were  at  the  end  of  tli!'  ,i:allery. 

Ursule   and   the  doctor   were   eatin'^   tlii^ir   dc.-sert    in   the 
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pr.  il\  (limiiL'-nMirii  |i;iimr,|  \n  imii.iti'  Cliiii.-f  !,ic  .jiifi'.  wliiih 
ii.i'i  ruitird  L'\r,nill-I,.'\i,nilt,  wIkii  ihr  .luetic.'  w.ilk-J  in. 
Tif   i|M,t,.r,    ,1-    III-    iriM-t    'iLiiial    iii.irk    d'    iii!  iikkv.    <ilfi  ml 

iiitll   ,1   ru|i  uf   lil>  null   iMilfrr.   u    liii\|iii'i'  of    Mo(!i;l    Wltli    Hour- 

1  .11  .iinl  .\Iiirliiii<|tir  l.iTnr-.  I'da-i.d.  -r-iiiid.  ami  iria  i.^  Iiy  liis 
xuii  hands  in  a  silver  loirtr-pot  ..f  tlir  kind  [i.ii.iitcd  hy 
('!ia[ital. 

•Urll,  well."  s.iid  j'.DnL'raiid,  |iiiliiii::  up  liis  >|M'ctacK'8, 
iii.d  Inokin^f  at  the  "Id  man  uiili  a  -Iv  twinklf,  '•ilir  fiwii  is 
li\  ihr  rarsl  Voiir  apiirarainv  at  cluirch  lias  rcvoliitinnizt'd 
\-iii-  rrjalidii-,  ^'(.u  arc  ^.'din;:  tu  |,;ivf  (^nvtliinj;  to  tin- 
pri'-i.  and  to  the  poor  I  '^'oii  liavi'  >linfd  llnm  up.  and  they 
arc  a-iir!  ()li  !  I  -aw  tlitir  first  comnioiuni  on  tli"  Chnnii 
S.|ii,iP';  tlicv  wiTf  as  l'u-«v  a-  a  n(>t  of  ants  roitlK'd  of  tlicir 


•'What   did    I   ti'll   voii.   rrsnlc?"  exclaimed   the  old   man. 

■  livi  n  at  the  ri>k  of  i.rriev;n;:  you,  my  child,  am  I  not  hi  und 
I"  !i  iih  you  to  know  the  world,  ami  to  put  you  on  your  '^uard 
.■i.-,i!ii-t  undeserved  enmity!'" 

"I  uanted  to  say  a  few  word>  to  you  on  that  >ul»ject."  said 

■  ■■■!!_'rand.  seizin;:  the  opp(.rtunity  of  speakiii>r  to  his  old 
fi"  iid  aI)out  I'rsule's  future  pro-pects. 

Tlie  doctor  {)iit  a  Idaek  velvet  eap  on  his  white  head,  and 
!'ii  .lii>tiee  kept  on  his  h.ii  a-  a  protection  auain-l  the  de-.v. 
ui.'i  iliev  walked  toirether  up  and  down  the  terrace,  talkin<T 
i''or  the  means  ot  securini:  to  Trsule  the  little  fortune  the 
(I'lrtnr  proposed  to  leave  her.  Hon;:raiid  knew  the  oi»inion 
i'r.nis  as  to  the  in\ali(!ity  of  utiy  will  made  iiv  the  doctor 
"■■  I  r-ule's  favor,  fiu-  Xemours  wa<  too  impii-itive  as  to  the 
Mimret   inlKTitance  for  this  (|ue-tion  not  to  have  heen  dis- 

-  '!  hy  the  wise-head-  of  the  town,  lie  himself  liad  de- 
'1  that  Frsule  was  an  alien  in  hlood  as  n^irarded  Doctor 
"i  '"i''t:  hut  111'  was  fully  aware  that  the  spirit  of  the  law 
i*;i-.  adverse  to  the  reco^niitioii  of  illei.'itimate  olT-jirinsr  as 
iMMiil.crs  of  the  family.  The  fraiU'T-  of  the  Code  had  only 
!'.:i'!ripated  the  weakne-s  of  father^  and  mothers  for  their 
utniral  childreu ;  it  iiad  nut   been  supposed  that  uncles  or 
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aunts  iiiinrlit  have  such  t,.|i(l.'i-  r(.|.lin;^s  for  an  illc-itiiiialo 
relation  as  lo  favor  lii>  (IrM-fiulantr.  Thciv  ua.^  cvidi^ntlv 
an  omission   in  the  law. 

"In  any  oilier  countrv."  said  Iw  to  tlu'  (lo.tor,  after  set- 
tin<r  forth  the  state  of  tjic  law  which  (ioui.il.  Dionis.  and  IV- 
sire  had  just  explainc^d  to  the  heir-.  ■■|-r,nlc  wonM  have  nntli- 
in<:  to  fi.ar.  She  i>  a  legitimate  child,  and  her  father's  .lisa- 
hiiities  oiio-ht  only  to  alfeet  th(>  nionev  left  l,v  N'alentip 
Miron^t.  \oiir  father-in-law.  H„t  in  France  tlu'  bench  i- 
nnhiekily  very  elev,>r  and  very  lo-i.'al;  it  in-i^t-  on  the  spirit 
nf  the  law.  Pleader^  will  talk  of  nioralitv.  and  prove  thai 
the  omission  in  the  Code  arisen  from  the  '>in-Ie-mindednes> 
of  tho  franiers.  wlio  never  foresaw  such  a  ca>e,  hut  who  never- 
theless established  a  i)rineip!e.  A  law-nit  would  he  len-thv 
and  costly.  With  Zelie  on  the  other  -irle  it  would  h-  earm  d 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal;  and  I  cannot  he  sure  that  I  .-hould 
be  still  living:  wlien  the  ease  was  tried." 

"The  strono:e>t  case  is  not  .vrtain  to  stand."  cried  the  doc- 
tor. •'!  can  see  the  documents  on  the  sul.ieet  already.  ''I'., 
what  degree  of  relationship  ou,<:ht  the  di-^ahilities  of  iiatunl 
children  in  the  matter  of  inheritance  to  extend  r'  and  the 
glory  of  a  clever  lawyer  is  to  irain  a  rotten  suit." 

"Cn  my  honor."  said  P.onLn-and.  '"I  would  not  take  it  upon 
myself  to  assert  that  the  jud,-e.  would  i!ot  widen  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  so  a-^  to  extend  its  protection  of  mar- 
riage, which  is  the  .'v.Tla-ting  foundation  of  societv." 

Without  explaining  his  intentioiw.  the  d,,ctor  rejected  the 

idea  of  a  trust.     Rut  as  to  the  notion  of  marrvin-  her.  whi,): 

Bnngrand  suggeste.l  as  a  means  .,f  <ecurin-  her  hi.  fortune- 

"Poor  little  thing!"  cried  the  doctor.     "I   mav  lise  fifteen 

years  yet.     What  would  become  of  hi'r?" 

"Well.  then,  what  do  you  propoxv-"  said  Ponirrand. 
"W(>   must  think   ab,,ut    U.~]   .hall   .e.>."   replied   the  old 
doctor.  e\idi'ntly  at  a  los-  for  an  answer. 

At  this  instant  rr-uh'  came  to  tell  the  friends  that  Dioni. 
wislied  to  see  the  doctor. 

_  "Dionis  already!"  evclai,,,,.]  Atinoret.  looking  at   the  Jus- 
tice.   "Yes,"  he  said  to  Ursule;  "let  liiui  be  shown  in." 
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■I  vvill  l)ei  my  spcctad-s  to  a  hriiiwtoin-  iiiatcli  that  ho  is 
;,  !.r  :..  ir.-"  >talkin,i:-h.ir-c.  Thcv  hrojikfaslcd  to^^vthcr  at  the 
|i..-t,!iL'-hiius<.'.  and  sdiiiclhiii.L''  ha,-  Ix'i'ii  jildUcd  tlicro." 

Til"  nntarv.  lullcwjuo-   I'rsiilc.  cam.'  out   into  tho  jrardcn. 

\'-i!-  ihc   u.-ual  civilitir-  and  a   t'l-w  roai    -nplac"  romarks, 

I':   111-  ijc;.'-ed  for  a  moment's  [irivit     i  ■:v.\k-:-  au^ui.     Trsiile 

r>"ii^rand  wiiit   iiiin  ihr  drauiii_   roniu. 

■•\V.'  must  thiTik  al)oiit   it !— I  sha     ^i    '."  -aul   Ton-rrand 

■  ■  '■'  iii-cM'.  cchir.ni:  \h>'  doctor's  last   \.  ,.rd-.     •■That   is  what 

•  :■  jM'oplf   think;   thm   death   overtakes   them,   and   they 

.'.  u.  (hose  who  are  deanst  to  them   in  the  (greatest  diflicul- 


1  .'■'■  distrust  a  man  of  hiisine<s  feels  of  a  man  of  talent  is 
lAtniurdinary.  He  eannoi  ailmit  that  the  .^'reater  includes 
■•■"  ■''-'  ''•'"  'lii-'  very  di>tniM.  jierhaps,  implies  praise. 
>•■  JILT  these  .-uperior  minds  iidiabitin;;  the  liii^h  peaks  of 
.■:-';i.in  tliou^dit.  men  of  hiisii;e<s  do  not  lielieve  them  capaitlo 
-ciidin-  to  the  Milinitely  niiall  d.ctails  which,  like  inter- 
'-  I'l  the  World  <>['  (iiiance,  or  microseoDie  creatures  in 
••i.iliiral  !ii>tory.  at  last  accumulate  t.:l  they  e  pinl  the  capital. 
•:  -.'iMitute  a  world.  It  is  a  mistake.  The  man  of  feeling 
■  •■'■'•■'■  !!ie  man  of  i:enius  .-ee  evcrvthin.ir. 

li"ii;jrand.  nettled  hy  ilie  (loe-tor's  jiersistent  ^ilcnce,  but 
uivcd.  no  douht.  i)y  rr>ule"s  interests,  which  he  feared  were 
1  •:."i'.-"i:ii-ed.  determined  to  protect  her  against  her  rivals. 
1  '•  ^va>  in  desj)air  at  not  knowim:  what  was  going  on  hetween 
!:i'   "id  man  and  l.)ioni^. 

i!"Wi-vci-  jiure-mindeil  T'rsuh^  may  lie."  thought  he,  as  he 
'■•  ■■■■i  at  iier,  ''there  is  one  point  on  which  young  girls  are 
"■•ill  lo  have  tlieir  own  ideas  (.f  jurispruden'r  and  moralitv. 
^'  "  "'  try!" — "Tlie  Mihorci-Lcvrauli,-."  .slid  he  to  Ursule, 
■•'•'  II"  settled  his  spectacles,  '"are  quite  capable  of  proposing 
!!i:it  y'lii  should  marry  their  son." 

!''■■■  poor  child  turned  jiaic.   She  had  been  too  well  brought 

•'■    '■"'   li'i'l  '""  much   perfect   delicacy,  to  1:0  and  listen   to 

•■-'II   her  uncle  and    Hionis  were  saving:   but  after  a  short 

^i'-;i"ratiou  she  thought  she  might  go  into  the  room,  thirik- 
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in^:  that  if  .-he  won>  in  the  w-.n  her  ^roilfathor  would  make  her 
understand  ii.  The  Thine-e  -iiniiiier-hnu-,'.  which  was  tiip 
doctor^  private  -tudv.  had  tiie  diutters  of  the  f^lass  door 
left  open,  rr-nlc's  idra  was  that  ^he  would  ,t:o  herself  lo 
clo*o  tliein.  She  apojoirixed  for  h'avinj,'  the  hiwyer  alone  in 
the  drawin;:-r()oiu;  hut  he  smiled  and  said: 

"Do  so,  do  so." 

Trsuie  went  to  the  steps  leadiuL:  from  the  Chinese  summer- 
house  down  to  the  /^^arden.  and  tliere  slu>  stood  for  some  min- 
utes slowlv  elo-in-  the  Venrtian  -hutt.T-  and  lookinjj  at  the 
sunset.  Then  she  heard  this  answer  spoken  hy  the  doctor  as 
he  came  towards  the  sammer-house  : 

"My  heirs  would  he  dejjnrhted  to  see  me  possessed  of  real 
estate  and  mortga<res.  They  faney  that  my  fortune  would  be 
much  more  safely  investe(!.  I  ,an  irues-  all  they  could  say; 
and  you.  perhaps,  are  their  representative.  But.  my  driir 
sir.  my  arranirements  are  unalter.iM^.  My  heirs  will  have 
the  capital  of  the  fortune  I  hrou,::ht  here  with  uie :  thev  luav 
accein  that  as  a  certainty,  and  leave  me  in  p<'aei'.  If  Cither 
of  them  shouM  make  aiiv  dian-e  in  what  I  believe  it  to  lie 
my  duty  to  do  for  that  ehihl"  (and  he  peinted  to  his  i^rA- 
dau^diter).  -J  will  eoine  ha.k  from  the  ,,..,,.,■  world  lo  t<ir- 
ment  him  I — So  Mo!i>itiir  Savinien  de  ortenduere  mav  re- 
main in  pri.son  if  his  release  depend-  on  me."  added  the"  dee- 
tor.     "I  shall  7iot  >ell  any  of  my  seeurilie>." 

.\s  she  heard  the  last  words  of  this  speech,  ''rsule  felt  tlio 
tir.-t.  the  only  ,i:rief  -he  had  iver  known.  She  resied  her  fore- 
head airainst  the  shutter,  and  clung  to  it  for  support. 

"Good  heavens!  what  ails  her!'""  erie.l  the  old  doctor;  ".die 
;s  colorless.  Such  euKjtion  jii.-t  after  diniu'r  miLdit  kill 
her!"' 

He  j)ut  out  hi-^  arm  to  h.,ld  I'rsule,  who  fell  almo.st  faint- 
ing. 

••(iood-evening.  i -ieur;  leave  uie,""  he  .-aid  to  the  not.-ii'v. 

He  carried  his  e,„|iij|,mr}i[,,i.  ),,  .,  j,,,^,,,  ,.;i-;y-cl-air.  datiiit; 
from  L(Uiis  X\"..  winch  >tood  in  his  siu.ly.  .<e"ized  a  phial  of 
ether  from  his  medicuic  >iorc,  ami  made  her  inhale  it. 
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••*■"  and  lake  my  pla....  ,„y  frlwid,"  s.i,]  ho  to  Bon^raud, 
u:   .  ua>  alaniicd;  ••[   „,,|..t  ^ta'.     .ith  Iut." 

Th-  Justin,  ualkrd  „,  th,.  pu.  u'lih 'tla.  notarv,  a^kin- 
*'-^^  nut  wHhuut  any  >huw  of  ..a;:..rn.s<,  "What  i.as  coni^ 
I'M  !■  L  r-ulf.' 

■1  '!"  nut  knou,"  saw!  Mun.icnr  Dionis.  -Sho  was  stand- 
i;i-  nn  li,,.  Mcps  h.-ifnin-  to  „-  and  uiini  her  iinolo  refused 
'■'  ^'■'>'l  tl".  n..,r.~ary  .„,,,  ,o  ivl^a-e  voun-  I'ortendiiere.  who 
i-npn.on  lordeht-for  he  had  no,  a  .Muns.eur  Bon^^rand  to 
"  ■' "d   nn.  as  Munn-.-nr  ,I„  IJnnvre  had-^he  turned  pah-  and 

l'"i'n'd.     Does  >he  love  hiin:-     Can  there  he ?" 

•  Ai  line,.n:"  said  Bon-ran, I.  interniptinu   Dioni^ 
-Mi.'  was  horn  in  Fehruary  ISI  1.     ]„  f„„r  ninths  she  will 
li''  Hxleen. 

-iiul  .ho  has  nev,>r  s..en  her  nei,dihor."  replied  the  Justice. 
■^  '.  It  IS  just  an  attack." 

■An  attack  of  tlie  heart."  said  the  notarv 

i';"'ns  was  nu,eh  <leli^h,od  hy  Ins  discovery;  it  would 
^'^•■r^  the  dreaded  i>iarria-e  hy  which  the  docur'  ini-ht  have 
''■•-'■■'t*'l  llH'  hopos  of  his  heirs,  while  Boni:ran.l'saw  his 
p--  in  the  a,r  ,n  ruins;  he  had  long  dreamed  of  a  nuirria-o 
1"  i.w,  11  his  own  son  and  Crsule. 

■■[[  'lie  poor  ehihl  .hould  he  in   love  with  that  vouth    it 
«    ■-  1"^  unfortunate  for  her.     Madame  de   PortenduerJ  is 
•■'  i""unne.  and  era.y  ahnut  nohle  hirih,"  replied  the  Justice 
■■■.'■  a  jiause.  ' 

•■Ihppily-for  the  honor  of  ,he    i'ortendueres;'  said   the 
"'^'■■^y.  who  had  nearlv  hetraved  himself 
,     i  •"!"  the  worthy  and  hon.rahle  lawyer  full  just.ce.  ,t  niu.t 

-  -i'l  ihat,  .m  Ins  way  frc„,  ihe  ^ate  to  the'drawin-room. 
•'■  ^^'ve  up.  riot  without  regret  f„r  his  son's  loss,  tlv  hope  he 
;;•-  •  -n>l.cd  ,.t  one  day  calling  Cr.ule  his  daughter.  He 
''  :'>''''l  1"  pve  ois  ..on  M.x  thou.si.id  franc-  a  vear  a-  s„„„ 

-  ;.'  ".IS  appointed  deputy  reorder:  and  if  the  doctor  would 
"•'-• -t  led  a  hundred  thousand  franc-  on  TrMile.  the  voung 

';  ■','■'■  >hould  have  been  pattern.-  uf  a  happv  housohohf  His 
'-  ■-'■no  was  a  loyal  and  aceonii)lh-lied  voung  fellow      Per- 
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liaps  he  hail  a  little  ovt'r-i)rai-('(l  I-lu-rin'.  aiiii  pfrhaps  oM 
!Miii(irfl"~  -ii-i)iiinii>  li.iil  li.'cii  armi-cil  li,   that. 

"1  wiP  lall  hack  (111  I  ill'  Maym-"-  ilaiiirMir."'  th  aiu-ht  Ivmi- 
granil.  ■iiiit  rr-ulc  wMhinii  a  jimiiy  wmilii  he  hrttrr  than 
Madeiiioi-i'lli'  Li  \  r.uill-Cn'iiiir'v  wiih  hm  iMillinii.  Now  ur 
iiui.-t  M'c  what  can  lie  ihiiie  In  j,'ct  Cr-nle  marncl  to  ihi>  vuim,' 
PorteiKhiei'c.  if.  Ill   fact,  .-he  hi\i'-  him.'" 

After  cliwiiiL:  the  (hmr^  un  the  ^ide  next  the  lihrarv  ami  tlic 
garden,  the  doctor  Jcil  ih.e^irl  \n  the  wiiiilnw  liiat  limked  over 
tho  river. 

"What  ails  you,  cruel  cliilil:""  he  -aid.  ••^'ollr  life  is  mv 
life.     Without  your  smile  what  would  hecome  of  nier"" 

"Siiviiiieii — in  jirison  '."  an>wered  -iie.  ami  with  tlic-e  word; 
a  torrent  of  tear>  iiiir>t  Iroiii  her  eye-.,  and  .-h-  iicL^aii  to  soh, 

"Now  all  will  hi"  well."  ^aid  the  ohi  ir.an  in  hiin.-elf,  as  lir 
stood  feelin,^'  her  |iiil-c  with  a  failicr"-  anxiety.  ".Mas:  -lie 
has  all  my  poor  wifc"s  nervon-  >eii-iliiliiv  !""  he  thouirht;  and 
he  fetched  a  stetho>cnpe.  which  he  placed  over  I'rsule's  heart 
and  listened.  "Well,  there  i-  iioihiiiLT  wroiiLr  there."  he  saiu 
to  hiiii.^elf.  "I  did  imt  know,  my  .-wed heart,  that  vou  Iomm] 
him  so  much  already."  he  went  un.  a-  he  looked  at  her.  "Hu* 
think  to  me  as  if  to  yoiir-elf.  and  tdl  me  all  th.at  has  oc- 
curred b(>tween  vou." 

"I  do  not  love  him,  ;:-oilfaiher:  we  have  ni'ver  -spoken  to 
each  other."  she  .-ohhed  out;  "hut  to  know  that  the  piM.r 
young  man  is  in  pri>on.  and  to  hear  that  yuu.  who  are  so  kind, 
refuse  sternly  to  help  him  out " 

"I  rsule,  my  swett  little  aimel,  if  vmi  do  imt  love  him.  wiiv 
have  you  put  a  red  dot  to  the  day  of  Saint-Savinieii  as  vmi 
have  to  that  of  Saint-Deni-:  Come,  tell  me  all  the  smalli'st 
incidents  of  this  love  alfair." 

I'rsule  colored,  and  swallnwed  dmvn  a  W'W  tears:  for  a 
minute  there  wa>  >ilence  heiwccn  them. 

"Are  you  afraid  uf  your  father,  nf  yniir  friend,  vour  mothiT. 
your  physician,  your  godfather,  who.-e  luart  has  within  tlic;? 
few  days  become  even  more  -oft  and  loving  than  it  was?" 

"Well,  then,  dear  godfather,"  said  she,  "1  will  open  my 
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Id  Vdtl. 


In  I 


If  iiioiuli  (if  Mn\  M'   i.^ifiir  Sjiviiiicii  came  to 


IS    IIIV 


DtbiT. 


■    llinthrl'.        'I'ill    lliJII    \l-\\     1    llilil    IKAcr    p,-il(l    tllf   Ica^l    i\\- 

,  :i'.n  \"  him.     When  ln'  went  iuvny  \n  live  in  Paris  I  \va>  a 

i!i<'  i-lii'il,  .-iiw!  I  -;i\v  iii>  ilinVn-iici'.  I  -UTiir  to  voii.  hctwrcii 
.1  '.i>i;i::i'  n:;m — ;]ii(l  otluT-  like  yon,  cxcciitiiiLr  that  I  loved 
\"n.  iiiiil  ;ii'Vcr  ima^riiU'il  I  rmih!  Invc  anv  one  hctt'T.  who- 
i\vv  ][<■  niiLilit  hr.  M(iii>i('iir  Savinirii  arrivrd  hv  the  iiiail- 
•  ■■.,,,  h  ihi-  iiiLilit  h.'l'un'  hi-  iiKithiT"--  hirthilav  without  onr  know- 
'  -  "t  ■'•  At  Mvcii  !ii'\t  tiiorninir.  al'liT  -ayinir  inv  pravcrs, 
:i-  '  'ipriiiMl  the  winduw  t(i  air  my  nuim.  I  saw  the  open  win- 
li.iu-  (if  .Mdii-iciir  Saviiiicii"-  riiiim.  am]  Monsieur  Savinien 
!i;:ii-e!f  in  his  (lre--ini:-u()wn  cn^'aL'-eil  in  .~havin;_'  himself, 
.iinl  ildinir  everythin:.'-  with  -iicli  uM'aee  in  hi<  movements — 
!!!  -hort.  I  thoii;:lit  him  very  nice  He  eomhed  his  Idaek  nious- 
'■I'li''-  :iiiil  tile  little  tuft  on  hi-  chin,  ami  I  -aw  liis  throat 
n;:;i.-  and  rtiund.— Oil  !  nui^t  I  say  it  all? — I  n-otieed  that 
111-  frc-h  neck,  and  his  face,  and  Iii>  heaiitiful  Idaek  hair  were 
(|  die  nidike  yours  wdieii  I  see  you  .-havin^r  yourself:  ami 
-.::icihinL'  ro-e  up  in  me  fnmi  I  kn((\v  nut  wdien — like  a 
iiii-t  I'ii-hinu''  in  waves  to  niv  heart,  to  my  head,  and  so  vio- 
i'litly  that  I  had  to  >it  down.  I  could  not  -tand  :  I  was  trem- 
i'liii.::.  P)Ut  I  l((n,i:vd  .-o  nnieh  to  -(^e  him  that  I  pulled  my-elf 
upon  ti|)toe;  then  lie  >aw  me.  and  for  fun  he  blew  me  a  kiss 
!!"iii  the  ends  ol  his  fhij^ers,  and " 

■■\„d ■■■' 

"\nd  I  hid  myself,"  she  went  on.  "e(inally  asliamod  and 
lii[.p\.  without  under.-tandini:  why  I  was  ashamed  of  mv 
iiappme-s.  This  feidinir.  width  bewildered  mv  soul  whih? 
.:  \inu'  it  an  unexplained  sense  of  power,  came  over  me  eaeli 
v.-v.i'  that  I  saw  his  youn;:'  face  a,i:aiii  in  fanev.  lnde(>d.  I 
lihcd  t(i  have  that  feelin:^.  tlioui:li  it  wa<  ^o  j)ainfull\-  a^ntat- 
iiii.'.  .\s  I  went  to  ma-s  an  irrc-i>tiblc  force  nuide  me  look 
i;  .M"n>ienr  Saviiden  .Liiviuir  hi-  ai'in  to  his  mother,  and  his 
'^iv  i.f  walkinir.  and  his  cdothes — everythim:  ali-iut  him,  to 
'nc  xiund  of  his  boots  on  the  pavement,  seemed  so  ])rettv. 
i  ''■  least  thin;:  alKUit  him.  his  haiul  in  InV  line  kid  tflove.  had 
<i  .-'.It  uf  charm  for  inc.     And  vet  1  was  slroni;  cnou;:]!  not 
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to  think  of  him  (Inriiiu^  tln'  ^iTvicp.  A-  we  cinni'  out  I  waiiffl 
in  the  cliiiivli  tu  \v\  M:i,|;iiiir  ill'  I'lificndu.'.n'  -o  fh-t,  so  ;i^ 
to  walk  licliiii.l  him.  1  (Mjiimt  tell  yuu  hnw  much  I  was  in- 
terest.m1  in  ;ill  ih.^e  litilr  thiiiLT-.     On  coniiii.i:  in,  as  I  turma 

round  to  -hut   the  l'mIc "' 

"And  La  Bou.iiival !'""  a-kr,]  the  duetor. 
"Oil,  I  had  h't  her  :;(.  1m  lii,.  kiirlir-i."  said  i'r>ide  inii^)- 
ccntly.  '"Sn  I  ciiulil,  .if  ri.ur-i'.  sc.'  Mmi-ienr  Saviuien  stand- 
inj:  squarely  to  look  at  me.  Oli.  drar  ^'odfathcr,  I  felt  -. 
proud  as  I  fancied  I  .<;nv  in  1,;<  ,.v,.<  ;,  -.,,rt  nf  <iiri)risi'  ami 
admiration,  and  I  do  nnt  know  wliat  I  wmdd  nut  liavo  doiii' 
to  pive  hini  cause  to  look  at  mc.  I  fcjt  a^  thouirh  henceforth 
1  oupht  to  think  of  nothing'  iuit  of  how  to  plea-e  him.  lli^ 
look  is  now  the  -wcctest  ri'ward  of  all  I  can  do  rii,'ht.  Frmii 
ihat  moment  I  hav  tlioiitrht  of  him  incc'^-^antlv  and  in  s]iiii' 
of  my.-elf. — ^lon^ieur  Savinicn  went  auav  that  evcnin,?,  and  i 
have  not  seen  him  since;  the  Kue  (]i-<  Hourixeois  has  seemed 
•  iuite  empty,  and  he  has  taken  my  liearl  away  with  him,  as 
it  wore,  withont  knowinjr  it."' 

"And  that  is  all '-"  a^ked  tlie  doctor. 

"Yos.  all.  .godfather."'  she  said  with  a  siLdi.  in  which  refrrct 
at  havini:  no  more  to  tell  was  lost  in  the  ^jr'wi'  of  the  moment. 
"My  dear  child."  -aid  i  le  old  man.  drawiiii:  rrsule  on  to 
his  knee,  "yon  will  soon  he  -ixtiMii  vears  old.  and  vonr  life  as  a 
woman  will  hegin.  Vmi  a:-e  n,.u-  l-iu,.  n  vonr  lilissful  child- 
hood, which  is  coiriinir  to  an  ■  ml.  and  the  auntation?  of  love. 
which  will  make  life  stormy  l.r  you.  for  von  have  the  hi;:li!v 
stninfr  nerves  of  an  exce-iwiv  .-en-itive  nature.  It  i.s  love. 
my  child,  tli.-.t  has  come  upon  \oii.""  -aid  tlie  old  man,  with 
a  look  of  deep  j)athiw.  "love  in  its  holy  simidicity,  love  as  it 
ou^lit  to  he.  involuntary  and  >wift.  comin,>r  like  a  thief  th.it 
takes  all— yes.  all!  .\nd  i  was  prepared  for  it.  I  have 
studied  women  carefullv.  and  I  know  that,  thou.irh  with  most 
of  them  love  does  not  wholly  !io-:-,.^s  th(>m  till  after  many 
proofs.many  miracles  of  alfection.if  -uch  as  these  do  not  speak 
nor  yield  till  they  are  comiuered.  there  are  others  who.  nnder 
the  sway  of  a  sympathy  which  can  now  he  accounted  for  by 
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i:,:i_'ii'iic  fluid-;,  iirc  viinijiii^hci]  in  a  iiKiiiiciif.  I  can  tell  vou 
:  u  ;  a>  -min  as  I  >a\v  the  Invi'ly  wnman  who  hori'  vour  name, 
1  f.  !!  that  I  should  low  her  alon,.  and  faithfully  without 
,.'.'"\\'.U'^  wlu'llicr  in  our  charaiti'i--  or  our  persons  sw  should 
p'-\''  suitable.  Is  llirrc  a  second  -\'j:\a  in  lovc?  [{ow  can 
tiic  (|iie<tion  he  an~\vcrcd.  when  wc  -ec  so  niaiiv  union>,  which 
ii.ivr  hecn  sanctioned  1»\  >ueh  a  >aered  contract,  dotrovcd 
.ifiMuard-.  and  ;:i\iii.^  rix'  to  ,,.nio>i  eternal  hatred  and 
(!;iei!-e  aversion;-  'I'he  ^-en.-cv  may  he  in  atlinily  while  minds 
.ire  di.-conlant.  and  >onie  persons  perhaps  live  more  bv  the 
iiiin.J   ilian   by   the   scn-es.      On   the  oilier   hand,   characters 

'■  "lien  >uited  in  person>  who  taniiot  ]ilea>e  each  other. 

"  I'liesc  two  op|i().-ite  f)heiiomena,  which  would  account  for 
:  .iiiv  i-atastrophe-;.  demonstrate  the  wi-doni  of  the  law  whieli 
I'.iw-  lo  i)arent.-  supreme  ciuitrol  over  the  nmrriafxe  of  their 
'i.,,ilren;  for  a  ytjuiiL''  .unrl  is  often  the  dupe  of  one  of  these 
n\  <  hallucinations.  And,  iiuUvd.  1  do  not  blame  you.  The 
f-i  iii^r-  Y,,,,  experience,  the  emotional  impulse  which  rushes 
trei;  its  hitherto  unknown  focus  to  vour  iieari  and  to  vour 


am.  the  joy  wiili  whi(  h  vou  think  of  Savii 


MatSii'.il 


But, 


mv  adored  c 


hild. 


lien,  are  all  quite 


as  01 


'.\.i:   have   told  you, 
ii..i';ral    impulses. 


ir  irood  Ai)iie  ('haj)er( 


)n 


>ociety   demands   the  sacrifice   of 


manv 


The    destinv    of 


men    ;s   one    thin''. 


-'■ny  of  women  another.      It   w 


tl 


le 


.Miroui't  f 


IS  111   my  power  to  ehoose 


II.', I 


I 


or  my  wife,  to  ■:'.)  to  her  and  tell  her  1 


low 


loved  lier.  whereas  a  youii,_:  L'irl  is  false  to  her  virtue 
he  solicit.s  the  love  oi  the  mai 


I  slie  love; 


a  Woman  is 


a>  we  are,  at  liberty  to  follow  u])  in  broad  dayli<,'iit  i' 


hiiellt   i)f   her 


Thus,   modest V  is   in  women,  and 


■liet  lai 


ly  in  you,  tlie  insurmountable  iiarrier  which  ^'uard.s  the 


't<  of  vour  heart.     Your 


lesttation    to   confide   even   t 


;i;-t  vour  llr.-t  emotions  had  I 


leell,  StloW^ 


me  plainly  that 


mid  sull'er  the  woivt  t.(jrmcnts  rather  than  confess  to 


men — 
'  'ii,  ves 


^he 


e.\clainie( 


!it,    inv  chi 


Id. 


\dii    must    do    more 


Y 


'■'i'  '  impulses  of  your  heart,  vou  must  foriret  the 


ou  must  repress 
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"Why  ?" 

"Hiriiii>t'.  my  little  darlinir.  ynti  tnii.-t  li  vc  no  man  hut 
him  who  will  he  your  hii-hand  :  ainl  even  if  Mon-iciir  Saviniiii 
do  I'ortcndurfc  .-liuiiM  lovr  \i)ii '" 

"I  had  not  thoii::!it  <d' ^tu  !i  a  tiiiiiir." 

"Iii>tt'n  to  me. — \]\i  ii  if  hf  should  love  vou.  fvcri  if  lii< 
mother  were  to  ask  inc  lo  i^ivc  hiui  Muir  hand.  I  would  im! 
con.-rnt  to  the  inarriaL'e  till  1  had  -uhjccii'd  Saviiiicn  to  a 
loriLT  and  mature  cour.-e  of  proof.  lli<  icccin  conduct  lia- 
placcd  hirn  under  a  cloud  in  eVery  uood  fuiidlv.  and  rai-i'd 
sueli  i)arriers  hetween  hini  and  any  vouul;-  ;:irl  of  fortune  a^ 
it  will  he  hard  to  hreak  down." 

A  heaveidy  smile  cheeked  l'r>ule"s  lear-.  as  -he  .-aid.  ".\li.- 
fortune  has  its  j:ood   use>  I" 

The  doctor  found  nothinir  to  sav  to  !ier  artlessness. 

"What  has  he  done,  -godfather:''"  .-he  in(|uired. 

"In  two  years,  my  darliiit:.  he  ha.-  run  into  dcht  in  Pans 
to  the  sum  of  a,  i  nulred  and  twentv  thousand  francs!  lie 
has  heen  so  clumsy  as  to  let  himself  he  taken  and  imprisond 
at  .Sainte-l'ela;:ie,  a  hlunder  which  dis^'raees  a  younj,'  man 
for  ever  in  the.-e  days.  A  spendthrift  who  mn  \,r\i)i:  in- 
inother  U)  grief  an<l  penury  would  kill  hi>  wife  with  despair, 
■ds  your  j)oor  father  did." 

"Do  you  think  he  miirht  amend  hi-  uay-y"  she  asked. 

"If  his  mother  pays  his  dehts.  lie  will  l.e  left  without  a 
penny,  and  1  know  no  harder  puni.-huient  for  a  nohlenian 
than  to  he  penniless."' 

This  reply  made  Frsule  llioui,dit  ful :  she  wiped  awav  Ihr 
tears,  and  said  to  her  >;odfather  : 

"If  you  can  save  him.  do  so.  eodfather.  Such  a  service  wii; 
give  you  the  right  to  ailmoni.'.h  him  ;  you  will  remonstrate 
witii  him " 

"And  then."  said  liie  doctor,  minncking  her  tone,  "■h(>  may 
perhaps  come  here,  and  the  old  lady  too.  and  we  shall  see 
them,  and " 

^  "At  this   moment   I   am   thinking  only  of  him,"   rLplieJ 
Ursule,  foloriu^. 
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rm:  in;ii;s  in  ai.au.m 


ini 


Think  of  him  rn 


i'>  rniirc.  u\\  poor  clnld.      Ft   is  iiia(]iU'>s  '• 

-..,]  !ii,.  ,|,,rlni-  -ravrlv.     -S.u-v  wnuM    Ma,!,- i,.   I>nrl,.n- 

'.'>-.  --a  K..rLrar(.ii,-.t— if  .1h-  ha, I  hut  Ihiv,.  Uuwlu,]  Iran.x 
'  ••"•  I.  Iiv..  on.  .ons.'nt  t.)  .-(■(  thr  Vmnnw  Saviiiun  ,lr  I'or- 
I'lisiirn-.  -ranclii,.[,lK.u-  o(  the  h.to  (on;t.>  dr  l'<,rtrn,i,„.n. 
-  .i..Maiit--(.nrral  of  th..  Kin-V  naval  foi.vs,  an.!  ,nn  of  thr 
^^  ^  -n,i..  ,1..  l'ori..n.!iirn.,  ship's  captaui.  niarricl  lo-vvhom'> 
■  ■;;■<'  .Min.nri,  th.-  .hui^d,tor  of  a  n'-imcnlal  bandnia-tcr 
":!.'". HI  a  torliinr;  and  whosi-  fathi-r— i 


V 


"as  the  hazard  son  (,{ 


-now   IS   till'   tlllM'   \n   tell 


dfat 


an  uru'anist.  mv  fa 


thcr-Mi-lau-. 


';od.      I   will 


iiT.  yon  arc  riLilit,     \Vc  a 


tliink  of  him 


rt'  ciiuals  onlv  in  the 


[•r,i\i  r- 


i'"fi\i'l   this   inforii 


'hf  o.xclaimcd   throiiirh   the  sohs   uiil 


i'-avc  me 


W 


'I'  'I  <i<'.  m  pri.-oii : 
ill 


no  more — cxrcpt   in   my 
1    which    she 
nation,     -(mvc  him  all  yon   intcndn]   to 
lat  can  a  p.ior  <,nrl  like  mo  want  of  moncv  !— 


IMIll'    to 


III  your  distresses  before  Cod,  and   He  perl 


help 


[lerhaps  will 


.-"iiie   minutes   silence   rei^zned.      Wher.    f 


not   look  at   her  irodt'ati 


rsiile,    wlio 


le  was  deeply  moved  hv  seein"  tears  11 


t'i!!N  lac 

i':-  uiihcred  cheeks.     Tlie  tears  of' a 

:i-  liin.-v  of  a  child  are  nntnrfil 


ler.  presently   raised   her  evi 


-Wli 


nWHii:  down 
an  old  man  arc  as  terrible 


It.  oh,  what  is  (he  matter  with  v 


a;  n 


1-  Icet  and  kissincr  his  hands.    "D 
!.  who  only  wish  to  satisfy  vour 


on?'"  she  cried,  fallinjr 


o  you  not  trust  ine?' 


the  first  frreat 
-'icvcd  as  you  are!     I 


ev.Tv  wish,  ai 


)rrow  ot  you,    Jife!     T 
never  shed  a  tear  but  wl 


H.i-  Ilk 


;  'iH'i  and   my   rrsiile.— There,  I  will  do  anvtl 

■     he  exclaimed. 

i-i:Ic,  throii.irh  her  tears,  <'ave  1 


n  compelled 
am  as  much 
hil- 
you 


len  mv  c 


inu 


•\ 


a  ilash  of  liirht.    She  smiled 


ler  ^'od fat  her  a  look  that 


<'«•,  eume  into  the  dra 


"wn  coun.sel  about  all  th 
i''  went  out,  leaviuir  licp 


wiii^jr-room  and  contrive  ti 


I  'ie  fatherly  soul 


lis.  my  child,"  said  the  doct( 
•ne  in  the  studv. 


■i.i  t, 


s|!eak 

g'-.idaughter. 


w;rs  so  weak  before  this  smile  that  I 


,1  ,.♦•  I.  ...  .  ., 


le  was 
aica  migiil  have  deluded  his 


?»ii 


^|:.-;  1 


in:j 


insiLE  Minoiin- 


m^"M 


At  tlli^  iiiMiiirnt  M;iilaiin'  dc  I'urli'inlui'rc,  al'ini'  with  the 
ciirr  in  licr  i  hillv  littlf  ;.M-uim(Ml')nr  {lr;iwiiij,'-rooiii,  liad  ju>l 
liui-licd  ciiiiliiliii.ij'  Iht  u'lcs  to  tlif  ,L'nu(l  pric't,  licf  only  fricin!. 
She  Iwhl  ill  Ih'T  liainl  -oini-  IrtliTs  wliicli  the  .\l)l)('  had  r<-- 
liinicd  to  hiT  afhr  rradinu'  thfiii,  and  whicli  had  boon  thi- 
crown  of  hi'i-  mi-i  r\.  Scaled  in  an  arincliair.  on  one  side  of 
the  sijiiarc  lahlc  iiacri'd  wUli  the  rriiiain>  of  the  (h'r>('rt,  tin- 
old  lady  looked  at  llie  eiiie,  who,  on  the  other,  lunh.led  into  a 
deep  chair,  wa-  .-trokiiiu'  hi-  (  hin  with  tliat  stranp'  fjoritiir'' 
peculiar  to  the  >ta^e  valet,  to  malhcinatician-,  an<l  priests, 
as  lietrasiiiLf  ineditalion  on  a  prolilem  dillicult  of  solution. 

'I'he  little  room,  liirhted  hy  two  windows  lookinjx  on  the 
>treet.  and  lined  with  uaiii^cotiiiL:  painted  j.'ray,  was  so  daiiij) 
that  the  lower  panel~  di-pla\ed  the  ;:eonietrical  eraekh'  of 
deeavin,L'  Wood  uheii  it  j^  no  lnn:;er  held  to^'i'lluM'  hy  paint. 
'I'lie  lloor.  i,r  n  (1  llie.-  riil)h"d  .-iiiooih  hy  the  lady's  only  .-er- 
vant,  made  hi  tie  round  hempen  mats  a  necessity  in  front  of 
each  chair,  and  on  one  ed'  the-e  mats  were  the  .\hbe"s  feet. 
The  ciiriaiii-.  of  li-lit-,i;reen  tlowered  (hiniask,  were  drawn, 
and  the  -liiitl'M's  clo-ed.  Two  wa\-candles  liirhted  the  talile ; 
the  re-t  (if  i!ie  room  was  half  dark.  Need  it  he  said  that  Ih- 
tweeii  the  window.-  a  line  pa-tcl  by  Latour  showed  tlt(>  i>or- 
traii  of  the  taiiioiis  .Xihniral  de  i'orteiuhiere,  tile  riva^  of 
SufTren.  id'  Kcr;.:aroU('t,  oi  (iuiclien,  of  Simeiise?  On  the 
wain  .-ot  oppo,-iit'  tile  chimney  niii:ht  he  -cen  the  Vicomte  de 
I'orteiiducre  ;,ii(l  the  old  ladyV  mother,  a  Ker<:arouL-t-Ph,ie;,'at. 

Savinieii,  then,  wa-  _i:"reat-nephew  to  N'ice-Admiral  Ker- 
^^arouei,  and  coii-iii  lo  the  Comle  de  I'orti.-nduere,  the  Ad- 
miral's ^rand.-oii.  hiili  of  them  \cry  rich.  The  \'ice-A(hinral 
lived  in  I'an-,  and  the  Comte  de  I'ortenduere  at  liis  elwteaii 
of  the  same  name  in  Itaiiphine.  The  Count,  his  cousin,  repre- 
•scnied  ii,e  elder  hiMiieii,  and  Savinicii  was  the  only  scion  uf 
till'  Miuneer  hrancli  of  the  Porie-mlueres. 

The  Count,  a  man  of  pa.-t  forty,  married  to  a  rich  wife,  had 
three  children.  ili>  fortuiu',  au^nnenled  several  times  by 
inheritance,  brouudit  lum  in,  it  wa.-  said,  si.xty  tliousand  francs 

a  \eaT'.       1 !  e  re!i!*e-e!- 1 1'i'  t  be  ('cm  '  »'i  "'■'*^*  o^  tliri  l.^pfp  *J,S  denUtV, 
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(!■  pri\c(l  luiii  (>l  the  iiittrt'^t  uf  two  powciiul  IriiiuN, 

Saviiiicii.  youiii:  ami  haiiilsoinc,  if  tic  had  niti  nd  the  iiavv, 
uiih  his  name  and  tlie  interest  of  an  admiral  and  of  ,i  ii'jiiiiv 
to  hack  him.  mi;:ht  pcrliap.-  at  three-and-tweiity  hasc  h,e;i  al- 
n.idv  lir>t-lieutenant :  hut  his  mother,  averse  to  -.,iie_'  Iht 
only  -on  cn;,'am'  i"  'i  military  career,  had  had  him  .duiatcd 
::■  Xeinotirs  hy  one  of  the  Ahlie  ChaiUTon's  eiiraie-.  and  had 
:!.illere(l  herself  that  she  mi;:ht  keep  her  son  at  liei^  Mde  till 
iicp  iKath.  She  had  hoped  to  marry  him  very  prndeiitlv  to 
a  liciiioisello  (l'Aij,'li'inont.  with  twdvi'  thoii.-and  francs  a  vear; 
the  name  of  PortenduiTe,  and  the  farm-lands  of  I'.ordieres. 
ju>tifyin<r  his  pretensions  to  Iht  hand.  This  moderate  hut 
judicious  scheme,  which  nii;,dit  have  re-estahlished  the  family 
ill  another  ^a^neration,  had  hceii  frii>I rated  hy  events.  The 
'!' \i;:lemonts  were  now  mined,  and  one  of  their  daii^'httT.^, 
ihlene.  tlie  eldest,  had  vanisiied  without  any  explanation 
l-ini:  offered  by  the  family. 

The  ledium  of  a  life  devoid  of  out-door  interests,  of  pur- 
i  ■'•,  and  of  action,  with  nothing,'  to  siqiport  it  hut  the  love 
el  i  -on  for  his  mother,  so  wearie(|  Savinien  that  he  hurst  his 
li  nd-,  li;,dit  as  they  were,  and  voweil  he  would  never  live  in 
.1  cdiiitry  town;  diseoveriii;:,  somewhat  late,  that  his  future 
c  i  not  lie  in  the  Hue  des  Bourgeois.  So  at  one-and-t wentv 
.'^  left  his  mother  to  introduce  himself  to  his  relations,  and 
i"v  hi-;  fortune  in  Paris. 

The  contrast  between  life  at  Xi'iiiours  and  life  in  the  capital 
'■aid  not  fail  to  be  fatal  to  a  youth  of  one-and-twenty.  per- 
i'  -ily  free,  with  no  one  to  contradict  him,  of  course  jireedv 
1  "•  pleasure,  and  to  whom  the  name  of  Portenduere  and  the 
'•^'■,ijth  of  his  connections  opened  everv  drawinfr-room.  Con- 
■"nced  that  his  mother  had  somewhere  stored  the  savings  of 
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t\viTit\  \fiir-,  S;i\inifii  liaii  soon  -i|ii,iiiili'r<'il  ihr  -i\  ilinii.-ainl 
fraiK  -  -In-  li.iil  ;.'i\iii  liiiii  In  -juinl  m  I'.iri-,  '\'\\\-  -um  (In! 
lint  (lrf|M\  the  r,\[icn-.c,-  iif  the  lil'-I  >l\  lllolltti-.  iiinl  tiv  thai 
tiiiir  lie  nui  i|  lUKi'  as  much  to  lii.-  hiil;.'iii,t:-kfci«T.  hi-  tailnv. 

lu,-  I iiiiakiT.  Ill  a  man   I'lnm  whom  he  hiri-'l  i-arriaL't's  ami 

liiii-r-.  111  a  jrwrirr.  111  -hurt,  tu  all  llii'  traili'-|)i'ii|il('  wlio  .-up- 
ji!\  till'  liiMirv  lit'  M'Uth.  Ill'  hail  lii'nliy  achifvcd  makin.' 
liim.-rll'  kiinwii,  had  iiaiilly  Icarm-il  to  -pfak,  to  riiliT  a  nmiii, 
to  wear  ami  ihuosc  a  uai>lr(iat.  to  order  his  clnihi'-  and  !!'• 
hi>  i-ravat.  uIhii  Ik-  round  him-ilf  pn-scsscd  of  thirty  Uinii 
sand  Irani.-  of  dfl»t>,  and  had  not  \ci  ;^nt  t'lirihcr  than  truiu 
to  find  an  in,-iniiatin;r  phra.-t'  in  uhnh  to  di'claro  liis  passion 
to  MaihiiiH'  di-  Si'rixy,  llu-  .-i.^tcr  of  the  .Mar(|iiis  dc  Hoiniui- 
ndh's.  an  rli'ganl  woman  still,  wlio.-e  youth  had  shone  throuj:li 
the  Minpiro. 

'■And  how  did  you  fellows  ^'ft  nut  of  the  scrape?"  -aid 
Savmicn  oik'  day  after  hreakfast  to  some  youiii:  men  "f 
f.i.-hioii  witii  whom  he  was  intimate,  as  even  at  tin-  ilay  youn_' 
men  heeome  intimate  when  their  jiretensioiis  in  all  respeii- 
leiid  to  the  -a me  end.-,  and  when  they  proelaini  an  impossili'i' 
e((iialiiy.  '■Voii  are  no  richer  than  I;  you  live  on  wilhoui  a 
eare.  you  support  your>elves,  ami  1  am  already  in  deiit." 

"We  all  be;xan  in  the  same  way,"  they  replied,  with  i 
laii^di — l!a.-ti,i,'nae.  Liicien  de  Mubempre,  Ma.\iine  de  Traiil'-, 
finiile  Hlondet.  the  dandies  of  that  day. 

"If  de  Marsay  was  rich  at  liej:iiinin;:  life,  it  was  a  nie;v 
chance  I"  said  their  ho.-t,  a  parvenu  named  Finot.  who  trhd 
to  rub  elbows  with  these  youn<;  men.  "And  if  he  had  bem 
anv  one  else,"  lie  added.  liowin>,'  to  de  Marsay,  "hi.s  fortune 
inijrht  have  been  his  ruin." 

"You  have  hit  the  word,"  said  Ma.xinie  de  Trailles. 

"And  the  idea  too,"  replied  Hastiirnac. 

'"AIv  iU'ar  boy,"  said  de  Marsay  irravely  to  Savinien,  "debt-^ 
are  the  sleeping'  partners  of  experience.  .\  irood  eollei;e  ed'.i- 
cation,  with  masters  for  the  ornamental  and  the  useful,  fror:i 
which   vol!   learn   nothinir.  custs  sivtv   tliou-.and    fr-iincs      It 
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i;i 'tiiiri   caiiiicil   tilt'  hcturi'  liy  ii  panHly  on  a  Inic    >(  La 

!  ■■iitaiiif's: 

Till'   ucnM  si'lls  IIS  ilcar  what    wi'  faiK'v   it   ;rivt's; 

|l;;t  in-tf'ai]  of  rcflcctiiii.'  ""  the  l'ooiI  tiim'  in  wliat  tin' 
'M»t  -killed  pilot-  iif  tlir  l'ari<  -lioal-  hail  -aid.  SaMiiifii 
'    ■'    it  all  as  a  j''-t 

■"Take  can*,  riiv  d^ar  fdlow."  -aid  d«'  Mar-.'iv.  "voii  have  a 
'  '■  iianif.  and  if  \oii  cattnot  aeipiiri-  the  fortinie  vmir  iianic 
i'liiatid-.  voii  may  ctid  vour  da\-  a-  i|iiartt'rina-t('r  to  a  cav- 
I'rv  rfiririient. 

"I'or  iiolilcr  licails  tliaii    tliiiic   liavc   liaM   a   fall," 


i;e  added,  (jtiotinjr  rnrnoillp,  and  takiiiLT  Savinleit'-  arm.  '"It 
1-  ahoiit  six  yrars,"  h(>  went  on,  '"siiire  a  eertain  yoiiii::  Comto 
■  ;"I>_M-i;.'non  came  amoiii:  us.  who  did  not  li\r  niorf  than  two 
;.';ii-  in  tlic  [laradiM'  of  fa-liion  !  Ala-,  hi-  eareer  wa-  a-  that 
>  ''  the  -ky-rnckct.  He  ro.-c  as  hij:h  as  the  l»iiehe--e  de  Maii- 
tViL'ii.  ii-e.  and  he  fell  into  his  native  town,  where  he  is  now 
I  '.;  :.ili;i^'  his  sins  hctwcen  a  siuiUlinir  old  father  and  rnhhers 
■'  .Uii.-t  at  two  sous  a  point,  do,  then,  and  franklv  e\p!ain 
•  '■•"  position  to  Madame  de  Serizy;  do  not  he  a-liamed;  -he 
u'!!  !„•  of  ifroat  uso  to  von  ■,  whereas,  if  von  plav  a  eliarade  of 
r!  love.  -!it>  will  ))o>e  a-  a  Rajiliael  Madonna,  plav  innocent 
-■'111-,  and  soml  von  a  ino<t  e\pen.-ivc  excursion  round  tho 
•!'::v-  dii  Tcndrc.'" 

>  i^inieii.  -till  too  younir  and  too  scn.-itive  to  a  L'l-ntlcnian's 

'    !ior,  dared  not  fonfc-s  the  state  of  his  fortune-  to  Madame 

'!••  ^eri/v,     Madame  de  Porti'iidui-re.  at  a. moment  when  her 

-'<})  kriew  not  which  way  to  turn,  sent  him  twenty  timu-and 

'    -.  all  -he  had,  in  an-wer  to  a  letter  in  which  Savinien, 

.:;t   hy  his  companions  the  tactics  of  assault   liy  son-  on 

'  r  parents"  .stroiig-Lo.xes,  hiutcd  at  bills  to  luet'l,  and  the 
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dis^raco  of  di-h oiKiriiiji'  his  L'lulursL'im'iitfi.  With  this  help, 
lu'  got  on  to  ihi'  iiid  of  the  lirst  year.  During  the  second  year, 
Us  a  captise  at  ihi'  uhi^cls  of  Machuue  de  Serizy".-  ear — for  she 
had  taken  a  serioti>  fancy  to  hini.  and  was  teaeiiing  him  his 
paees — lie  availed  hiiii>elf  of  the  perilous  aid  of  nioney- 
leiiilers.  A  deputy,  named  des  Lu[)eaul.\,  wlio  was  his  friend, 
and  a  friend  of  liis  eoii-in  de  I'ortenduere,  introduced  him 
one  miserahle  ihiy  to  (iob>eel-,  to  (iigonnet,  and  to  Palma, 
who.  lieiiig  duly  and  fully  informed  as  to  the  value  of  lus 
mother*-  property,  made  things  ea.-y  for  him.  The  money- 
lender.-, liy  tile  delusive  aid  of  renewals,  gave  him  a  hapi)y 
life  for  alioiii  eighteen  months  more.  Without  daring  to 
neglect  Madame  de  Serizy,  the  hapless  hoy  fell  desperately 
in  love  wiih  the  young  Comtesse  de  Kergarouet,  a  prude,  as 
all  young  women  are  who  are  waiting  for  the  death  of  an  old 
hushand,  and  who  are  clever  enough  to  save  up  their  virtue 
for  a  second  marriage.  Savinien,  unat)le  to  understand  that 
virtue  based  on  rea.sons  is  invincible,  paid  his  court  to  Emilio 
de  Kergarouet  with  all  the  display  of  a  rich  nuin  ;  he  was 
never  missing  from  a  Ijall  or  a  theatre  if  she  was  to  be  there. 

"My  lioy,  you  have  not  enough  ]»owder  to  blow  up  that 
rock  I"  de  Marsay  said  to  him  one  evening,  with  a  laugh. 

This  young  prince  of  Paris  fashion  vainly  attempted,  out 
of  commiseration,  to  make  the  lad  understand  Emilie  de 
Fontaine's  character;  only  the  gloomy  light  of  disaster  \v.\A 
the  darkness  of  a  prison  could  enlighten  Savinien.  A  bill  of 
exchange,  rashly  assigned  to  a  jeweler  in  collusion  with  the 
money-leuders,  who  did  not  choose  to  take  the  odium  of  ar- 
resting him,  led  to  Savinien  de  Portenduere's  being  consigned 
to  Sainte-l'elagie,  unknown  to  his  friends.  As  soon  as  t!v 
news  was  known  to  Uastignac,  de  Marsay,  and  Lucien  do 
Kubemprt.  they  all  three  went  to  see  Savinien.  and.  findiiii: 
him  aii-ojiitely  destitute,  each  olfercd  him  a  note  for  a  thou- 
sand francs.  His  ou  n  -ervant,  bribed  Ijy  two  creditors,  had 
led  them  to  the  apartment  where  Savinien  lodged  in  secret, 
and  everything  had  iieen  seized  but  the  clothes  and  a  few 
trinkets  he  had  on  hiiu. 
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Tho  tlirop  young  men,  fortifieil  hv  n  caiiital  dinner,  wliile 
I'.iv  (Inmk  some  jlierry  that  ile  Mar-ay  had  hrou;:lit  with  him, 
(.Utrhizid  Savinien  as  to  the  state  of  liis  alfair-,  ostensihly 
:  inaki-  arraiij:ements  fur  tlie  fiilure.  hut  in  realitv,  no 
i'-ii!it.  to  [las-  sentenee  on  him. 

••When  your  name  is  Savinien  de  Porten(hure,"  cried  Has- 
;  LTiiac.  "when  you  liave  a  future  pc.T  of  France  for  vour 
'  'li-in.  and  th(^  Admiral  de  Ker<rarou('t  for  your  grandunele, 
if  \nii  are  such  a  hlunderer  as  to  let  yourself  he  si'Ut  to  Sainte- 
I'l'.iL'ic,  at  any  rate  you  must  get  out  of  it,  my  dear  fellow  I'" 

■•Why  did  you  say  nothing  ahout  it  to  mt^?""  cried  de  Mar- 
-av.  "My  traveling  carriage  was  at  your  orders,  ten  tli<)usan<l 
:-.i]\'-<.  and  letters  for  Cermany.  We  know  Coh-eek  and. 
<i:i:onnet.  and  the  other  heasts  of  ju-ey :  we  woidd  have 
i'r.iigdt  tliem  to  terms.  To  hegin  with,  what  ass  hrought 
y;;  to  driid<  of  these  poisoned  waters:""  a.-ked  de  Marsav. 

■'i  'i  -  Lupeaul.x." 

'I  tv  three  young  men  looked  at  each  other,  eoinmunieating 
th"  -anie  thought,  a  suspicion.  t)ut  without  speaking  it. 

■llxphun  vour  resources;  show  us  vour  hand,"  said  de 
Mirsiy. 

WM.n  Savinien  had  descrihed  his  mother  and  her  eap  and 
!■  -v^-.  her  little  house  with  its  three  windows  frontiiiir  on  the 
\'>'u-  lies  Bourgeois,  with  no  garden  hut  a  yard  with  a  well, 
aii'i  .Hi  onthou,-e  to  hold  tire-logs;  wlicn  he  iiad  estimated  the 
\.ii  !'■  of  this  dwelling,  l)uilt  of  rough  ,-tone  set  in  reddish 
"iii'iit,  and  that  of  the  farm  of  lioi'dicre-,  the  tlirt'e  dandii's 
(■'■  hanged  glances,  and,  with  a  look  of  deep  nicrining,  ipiottMl 
!'i'  Word  spoken  l)y  the  .Vhbe  in  .\lfred  de  :Mussct"s  play 
/•-  l/ir/v.i.s  du  feu — for  his  Conies  d'Espafjne  had  just  come 
c;:l  : 

■■hi-inal!" 

Vour  mother  would  pay  in  response  to  a  skilful  letter,"' 
s:!i  I  I'astignac. 

V-:  but  after ?'"  cried  de  .Marsav. 

II'  you  had  only  lieen  put   iiii(    the  hacknev  coach,""  said 
Luricn,  "the  King's  Uoverumeiit  wuuld  give  you  a  ijerth  iu 
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ji  f(ir('i<rn  nii*>inn  ;  l)uf  Sjiinto-Pc'la^nc  i-  not  the  antc-room  (■» 
an  Embassy." 

"You  arc  not  up  to  tli(>  mark  for  life  in  Paris,"  said  Ra-- 
tij^nac. 

'■[.(■1*,-  -re."  di'  Marsay  IicL'an.  lookin;;  at  Savinicn  from 
lioail  to  f.Mit  as  a  Imr-i'-drali-r  rxainincs  a  liorsc.  ''Vou  iiav.' 
irood  lihic  eyes  well  set.  y.ui  liavc  a  wcll-sliapdl  white  fo'v- 
iiead,  splendid  idack  liair.  a  neat  little  nioiistaehf  wliieh  looks 
Wfll  oil  ymir  pale  skin,  and  a  -liirlit  fi<,nire;  yonr  fool  liespi^aks 
a  L'ood  liretd.  >honlders  and  ( Iie^t  strong,  and  not  too  liki'  a 
coaldicavcr's.  1  ^holdd  call  you  a  ;,'ood  specimen  of  a  dark 
man.  Your  face  is  in  the  style  of  that  of  Lonis  XIII. :  not 
much  eolor,  and  a  \vell--hajied  nose;  and  yon  havi>  he-ide»  t!ie 
thin<r  that  appeals  to  uniuan.  the  indeserihahle  soinethin,' 
of  which  men  themselves  are  never  eonseious.  which  is  in  tln' 
air,  the  walk,  the  tone  of  voice,  the  tiasli  of  the  eves,  the  <,'es- 
tnre,  a  hundred  little  thiiiLTs  which  women  see,  and  to  whi.  Ii 
they  attach  a  meaning  which  eludes  ns.  You  do  not  knou- 
yourself,  my  dear  fellow.  With  a  little  style,  in  ^ix  niontli>  wiu 
conld  fascinate  an  Englishwoman  with  a  hnndre(l  thousand 
francs,  es|iecially  if  you  n:-e  the  title  of  Vicomte  de  Porteti- 
duere  to  which  you  have  a  right.  My  charming  mother-in- 
law.  Lady  Dudley,  who  has  not  her  equal  for  skewering  \\vi< 
hearts  together,  will  discover  the  damsel  for  you  in  some 
alluvial  district  of  (inat  Britain.  P)nt  then  yon  must  be  abl" 
to  stave  olT  your  debts  t'or  ninety  davs,  and  know  how  to  do 
it  by  some  skilful  stroke  of  high  finance.  Oh  I  whv  did  you 
say  nothing  of  it  to  me?  At  Baden  these  money-lender^ 
would  have  nspected  yon,  h,iV(>  served  you  ])erha])s ;  but  after 
clapping  you  in  |iri-nn  they  de,~pi<e  you.  The  money-leml.'r 
i-  like  -e.cieiy,  like  the  mob — on  his  knees  to  a  man  wlit>  i- 
clever  enough  to  take  advantaire  of  him,  and  pitile-;?  to  a  lamli. 
In  the  eyes  of  a  certain  set,  Sainte-Pelagie  is  a  demon  wliuh 
takes  the  >hine  oil'  a  young  man"-^  soul  to  a  terrible  extent. 
Will  yon  liave  my  opinion,  my  dear  boy?  1  say  to  you  a-  I 
ilid  to  little  d"l']<griuMion  :  Pay  \our  deiit--  cautionslv,  keep:!;_' 
euough  to  live  on   for  three  years,  and  gel   married  in  lii'.' 
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I'lintry  to  the  first  girl  who  Iia?  thirty  tlioiisaiitl  fraius  a  year. 
Ill  iliivc  years  you  will  l;e  sure  to  have  found  -nuw  suitahlc 
ii.'iri'.^s  who  will  gladly  hear  herself  called  Madanie  dc  I'or- 
ii  niliKTc.  The>o  are  the  wonls  of  wisdom.  Let  u.-  have  a 
ilniik.     I  propiise  a  toast  :  'To  the  girl  with  iiiouc\  !"  "' 

The  young  men  did  not  leave  their  ex-friend  till  the  ollieial 
hour  of  parting,  and  on  the  threshold  of  the  gate  tliev  said 
I'.  ra(  h  other.  "He  is  not  game! — He  i-  very  mueli  crushed  I 

Will  he  pick  himself  up  again?" 

The  next  day  Savinien  wrote  to  his  mother,  a  LTeneral  con- 
f'  -i..n  covering  twenty-two  ])ages.  Madame  dc  r<irtciiducrc, 
I'.fi' :  crying  for  a  whole  day,  wrote  first  to  her  son,  pronii-ing 
ic  get  hiiu  out  of  prison,  and  then  to  the  C'omtes  de  I'orten- 
liiitTe  and  de  Kergaronet. 

The  letters  the  cure  had  jtist  read,  and  wdiieh  the  poor 
!!ini!u-r  now  held  in  her  hand,  moist  with  her  tears,  had 
reached  her  that  morning,  and  had  broken  her  heart. 


It 


"     IBIS,  f'rptnnber  1829. 

T    Madame  de  Portenduere. 

".M.\DAJIE, — You  cannoi  doubt  the  great  interest  whieh  the 
i^iiiiiral  takes  in  your  troubles.  The  news  you  write  to  M.  de 
K-iL-'arouet  distresses  me  all  the  more  because  my  house  was 
I'iiiri  to  your  son;  we  were  j)roud  of  him.  If  Savinien  had 
lii'l  more  confidence  in  the  admiral,  we  would  have  taken 
!;;ni  ii  charge,  and  he  would  now  have  a  suitai)le  appoint- 
ii.'nt  ;  but  the  unhappy  boy  told  us  nothing!  The  admiral 
(■'iild  not  possibly  pay  a  hundred  thousand  francs;  ho  is 
ii;;iwelf  in  debt,  and  has  involved  himself  for  me,  for  I 
k:."w  nothing  of  his  ))i'cuniary  position.  He  regrets  it  all  the 
;!'^re  because  Savinien.  by  allowing  himself  to  !)e  arre-ted, 
!.:i-  fi.r  the  moment  tied  (Mir  hands.  If  my  liand-ome  nephew 
Ii^h!  not  felt  for  nu-'  some  foolish  passion  which  smnthcicd 
t::'-  voice  of  relationshi|)  in  the  arrogance  of  a  lover,  wc  might 
ii^ivc  -ent  him  to  travel  in  (Icrnuiny  while  his  affair-  lure  were 
I.Minjx  arranged.  M.  de  Kergaroui't  might  have  asked  for 
'•■  i  lacc  for  his  grand-nephew  in  the  naval  department;  but 
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imprisonment  for  dclit  cannot  fni!  to  paralyze  the  admiral'^ 
cirorts.  Pay  off  Savinien's  deht-,  let  him  .i^d  into  the  nav,  ; 
lie  will  thtni  make  his  way  like  a  tnn'  Porti'iuhu'Te ;  lie  ha- 
their  fire  in  hi-  tine  Mack  eyes,  ami  we  will  all  help  him. 

"So  do  not  despair,  niadame;  ymi  still  have  friends,  ainnni: 
whom  1  ijeg  to  he  aceounted  one  of  the  sincerest,  and  1  send 
you  my  hest  wishes  with  every  respect. —  From  your  ver}-  d"- 
voted  servant, 

"Emilik  UK   Kkikiauouet." 

I'OKTK.siutRE,  Augniit  18i"J. 

To  ^radame  de  Portenduere. 

"My  I)i:.\r  Atnt. —  I  am  as  much  vexed  as  pained  l»y 
Savinien'.s  scapegrace  doing's.  Married,  as  I  am.  the  faiiicr 
of  two  sons  and  a  dauirliter.  my  fortune,  moderate  indeed 
in  comparison  with  my  po-ition  and  expectations.  dvX's  not 
allow  of  my  rediicin<r  it  hy  such  a  >uiii  as  a  hundred  thousand 
francs  to  ransom  a  Portenduere  captive  to  the  Loiiibanls. 
Sell  your  farm,  pay  his  debts,  and  come  to  Portendui'n': 
you  will  here  find  the  welcinne  due  to  you  from  us.  even  if 
our  hearts  were  not  wholly  yours.  You  will  live  happy,  and 
we  will  find  a  wife  for  Snviiiien.  wliom  my  wife  thinks  charm- 
ing. This  disaster  is  nothing;  do  not  let  it  distress  you;  it 
will  never  be  heard  of  in  our  remote  district,  whore  we  know 
several  girls  with  money — nay,  very  rich — wdio  will  be  en- 
chanted to  belong  to  us. 

"My  wife  joins  me  in  assuring  you  how  happy  you  would 
make  us,  and  begs  you  to  accept  her  hopes  that  this  j)l.iii 
may  i)e  carried  out.  with  the  assurance  of  our  alTectionalo 
respect. 

"Ll'0-S.\v]mi;n-.  Co.mt.;  dk   Poin'E\Du£iiK." 


"What  letters  to  write  to  a  Kergaroutd  I"  cried  the  old 
Bretonne,  wiping  her  eyes. 

"The  admiral  does  not  know  that  his  nephew  is  in  prison,"' 
said  the  Abbe  Chaperon  presently.  "Only  the  Countess  li;i- 
read  your  letter,  and  she  alone  has  answered  it.     But  some- 
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iliiiii:  Inu^t  bo  done,"  ho  added  after  a  pause,  "and  thi>  i-  the 
;i'l\icr  I  have  the  lionor  to  offer  voii.  l)o  not  sell  voiir  farm. 
T!  I'  ;ire-;ent  lease  is  nearly  out  :  it  has  i)een  riinnin,ir  fiuu -and- 
suMiiy  vears;  in  a  few  months  vuu  can  I'ai-.'  th''  rent  o  six 
i.'Mii-and  franes,  and  demand  a  premiiuii  equal  to  twn  years' 
Hi.;.  Borrow  from  sdine  Imiiest  man — not  from  the  towns- 
j"  '.jile.  who  make  a  trallie  of  iii(>rlL:a,L:es.  "^'our  iieiuhhor,  now, 
;>  ii  w  irthy  man.  a  man  of  the  worhl.  who  knew  the  upper 
I 'i—r-  before  the  Hovolution.  and  who  fmm  l>eint:  an  Atheist 
li;i-  tieeonie  a  Catliolie.  Do  iidt  frrl  any  repu^mianee  for 
r.'iiiiiij:  to  call  on  him  this  evening';  ho  will  be  deeply  sensible 
h!  ;,oiir  takinjr  such  a  step;  for<:et  for  one  moment  that  you 
.i'-r  a  Ker^'arouet." 

■Never!"  said  the  old  motlu'r  in  a  strident  tone. 

"At  any  rate,  be  an  amiabh^  Ker^^arouet.  dune  when  ho 
..-  .li.ine:  he  will  only  ,.iKe  three-and-a-half  [ler  cent.  ])erhaps 
II'  ;  more  than  three,  and  he  will  do  you  the  ;-erviee  in  tlie  most 
'!>:!■  .lie  manner.  You  will  be  (piito  satislied  with  him.  lie 
wiil  an  himself  to  release  Savinieii.  for  he  will  be  ol)li;j:od  to 
.-ell  -oiiie  securities,  and  he  will  brini:  him  hoiue  to  you." 
1'"  you  moan  that  little  Minoret;'" 

•l.ittle  Minorot  is  oi^fhty-throo  years  of  a^^-,"  replied  the 
AMpc  with  a  smile.  "My  dear  lady,  have  a  little  ('hri>tian 
''.niiy  :  do  not  hurt  his  feelings,  ho  nuiy  be  useful  to  you  in 
i;."!''  ways  than  one." 

"How.  may  J  ask?"' 

"WvU.  ho  has  living  with  him  an  angel,  the  hcavenliest 
\nium  ,r'''l " 

"Yes  that  little  Ursule.— Well,  and  what  then?" 

i'hf  poor  euro  darod  say  no  more  as  ho  heard  this. 
""U.ll.  what  then?"     Its  harsh  severity  cut  short  before- 
■    !id  the  projHisal  ho  had  been  about  to  nuiko. 

I'odor  Minorot  is.  I  believe,  o.xeoedingly  rich " 

~^o  much  the  better  for  him." 
"\'m   have  already  been  the  indirect  cause  of  your  son's 
r-iv<r\ii  misfortunes  by  giving  him  no  opening  in  life.     Be- 
"■'■■'■■'■   lor  the  future."  said   the  .\bbo  sternly.     "Shall  I  an- 
' ' 'ince  v'our  proposed  visit  to  vo'.jr  npir^hbor?" 
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"But  why,  if  ho  wore  told  that  1  want  liiiii,  should  he  not 
come  to  nic':'" 

'•Well,  niadanic,  if  you  ;:o  to  him,  you  will  pay  throe  ptT 
oont,  and  if  ho  coiim's  to  you,  you  will  pay  fivo,"  .-aid  the  Ahbi', 
hilling'  on  tins  arLTuuicnt  to  prrsuado  the  old  lady.  "And  if 
yoa  should  ho  forced  to  si'll  your  farm  through  Dioni.-;  iho 
notary,  or  .Massin  the  dork,  who  would  rofu!>e  to  advance 
luonoy  in  ihc  iiopo  of  profiting  by  your  di^^astor,  you  would 
lo~o  half  I  ho  value  of  Lcs  B(u-dii''ros.  1  liave  not  the  smallosi 
inlliicnot-  oviT  the  Dii'nis,  the  Ma.-?ins,  the  Levraults,  rioh 
rountry  folk.s  who  covet  your  farm,  and  know  that  your  son  is 
in  pri.-on." 

'"They  know  it !  They  know  it !"  she  cried,  throwing  up  her 
hands. — '"Oh,  my  ])oor  friend,  you  have  let  your  cotree  got 
cold. — Tionnetto  !  Tiennette  I'' 

Tiennelto.  an  old  Brittany  peasant  of  si.vty,  in  the  jacket 
ami  lii])  of  her  province,  hastened  in  and  took  the  cure's  cotTce 
to  heat  it  again. 

"Wait  a  minute.  Monsieur  lo  Hccteur,"  said  she,  seeing 
thai  the  (ure  was  about  to  drink  it.  "1  will  heat  it  in  a  bain- 
marie,  ami  it  will  bo  none  the  worse." 

"Very  well,  then,"  the  i)iiest  began  again,  in  his  persuasive 
voice,  "1  will  give  the  doctor  notice  of  your  intended  visit. 
and  you  will  come." 

The  did  lady  still  would  not  give  in  till  at  the  end  of  an 
hour's  discussion,  during  which  the  cure  was  forced  to  repeat 
liis  arguments  ten  times  over.  And  even  then  the  haughty 
daughter  of  the  Korgarouets  only  yielded  to  these  last  words: 

"Savinion  would  go !" 

"Then  it  had  i)ottor  i)o  I,"  said  she. 

Nino  o'clock  wa-  striking  when  the  little  door  in  the  groat 
gate  closed  behind  the  cure,  who  forthwith  rang  eagerly  at 
the  doctor's  eni  ranee.  The  .\bbo  Chaperon  escaped  Tion- 
uottt'  to  fall  (Ui  La  Bougival,  for  the  old  nurse  said  to  hini; 

"You  are  very  late.  Monsieur  le  Cure!"  Just  as  Tienneite 
had  said,  "Why  have  you  left  madame  so  early  when  she  is 
in  trouble?" 
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or  :<  fjrccn  an. 

[■riiwn  ilrawin.Lr-rooni :  for  Dionis  liad  hc<'n  to  rcassuro  tlio 
h<irs  on  his  way  to  ^ee  Ma.-.<in,  and  ropoat  to  him  his  uncle's 
won  is. 

'■rrsulo."  said  ho.  "ha^=  T  suspoct  a  lovo  in  her  hoart  which 
ui'!  I, ring  her  nothin,;,'  but  sorrow  and  care.  She  seouis  to 
!"•  nmiantic"— the  word  applied  hy  notaries  to  a  sensitive 
ii.iture— "and  she  will  long  remain  unmarried.  So  do  not 
h"  Mi>picious:  pay  her  all  .sorts  of  little  attentions,  and  be 
the  humble  servant  of  your  uncle,  for  he  is  sharper  than  a 
ii'indn',1  Goupils,"  added  the  notary-,  not  knowing  that  Goupil 
1-  a  corrupt  form  of  the  Latin  r-lprs.  a  fox. 

^'!  .Mesdames  Massin  and  Cremiere.  their  husbands,  the 
poM  master  and  Desire,  with  the  town  doctor  and  Bon-rand, 
funned  an  unwonted  and  turbulent  crowd  at  the  old  drrctor's.' 
A-  the  Abbe  went  in  he  heard  the  souiui  of  a  piano.  Poor 
I  r-iile  was  ending  Beethoven's  sonata  in  A.  With  the  art- 
fi)'n.-.-  permissible  to  the  innocent,  the  girl,  enlightened  by 
li'T  godfather,  and  averse  to  the  familv,  had  sdected  this 
>"!"mn  music,  which  must  be  studied  to  be  appreciated,  to 
ii:.-gust  these  women  with  their  wish  to  hear  her.  The  finer 
ihr  nuisic,  the  less  the  i,!rnorant  enjoy  it.  So.  when  the  door 
<■!"  tied  and  the  Abbe  Chaperon  put  in  his  venerable  head, 
"An :  here  is  Monsieur  lo  Cure  !"  they  all  e.vclaimed,  delighted 
t"  i.iw  to  rise  and  put  an  end  to  their  torment. 

I  he  exclamation  found  an  echo  at  the  card-table,  where 
i!'ii-rand,  the  town  doctor,  and  the  ol<l  nuin  himself  were 
ViMi:i:s  to  the  audacity  with  which  the  tax-collector,  to 
'  nt  his  great-uncle,  had  proposed  to  take  the  fourth  hand 
:■:  v^!ii>t.  I'rsule  came  away  from  the  piano.  The  doctor  also 
i.-^  if  to  greet  the  priest,  but  in  fact  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
.  After  many  compliments  to  their  urn  le  on  his  god- 
<1  -L'iittr's  proficiency,  the  heirs  took  their  leave. 
■''i"od-night.  friends."  cried  the  doctor,  as  th.'  gat.'  shut. 
■^•'  that  is  what  costs  .so  dear!"  said  ^ra-lame  CnWiiiere  to 
M .'iaine  Ma.ssin.  when  they  had  gone  a  little  wav. 

•God  forbid  that  1  should  pay  any  money  to  hear  mv  little 
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Alino  niako  -Jiich  a  noiso  as  that  in  tlic  hou^c!"  rcpliod  Ma- 
(laiiK-  Massin. 

"She  said  it  was  by  Bootliovon.  who  is  supposed  to  ho  :\ 
great  composer,"  said  the  tax-oollectur.  "He  has  a  great 
name." 

"My  word  I  not  at  \emoiirs."  eried  ]\radaiiie  rremiere. 

"I  believe  my  iinele  arran^'ed  it  on  purpose  that  we  should 
never  fro  there  a-:ain."  said  Massin.  "For  he  certainly  wink.d 
as  he  pointed  out  the  green  vohime  to  that  little  minx." 

"If  that  is  the  only  tune  they  care  to  dance  to,  they  an' 
wise  to  keep  them.selves  to  themselves,"  said  the  postmaster 

"The  Ji.stice  must  be  .ry  fond  of  his  game  to  listen  ta 
those  rigmarole  pieces,"  said  Madame  Cremiere. 

"T  shall  never  l)e  able  to  play  to  people  who  do  not  under- 
stand music,"  said  Trsule,  taking  her  seat  near  the  card-table. 

"In  persons  of  a  rich  organization  feeling  can  only  expns-; 
itself  among  congenial  surroundings,"  said  the  cure.  "Just  us 
a  priest  can  give  no  blessing  in  the  presence  of  the  Kvil  One. 
and  as  a  chestnut  tn-e  dies  in  a  heavy  soil,  so  a  musician  nf 
genius  feels  himself  morally  routed  when  he  is  among  igno- 
rant listeners.  In  the  arts  we  need  to  receive  from  the  souls 
in  which  our  .souls  find  their  medium  as  much  ])ower  as  we 
can  impart.  This  axiom,  which  is  a  law  of  human  affection-. 
has  given  rise  to  the  proverbs:  'We  must  liowl  with  tin' 
wolves';  'Like  to  like.'  But  the  discomfort  you  must  liav*- 
felt  is  known  only  to  t(>nder  and  sensitive  natures." 

"Ay,  my  friends,"  said  the  doctor,  "and  a  thing  which 
might  only  annjy  another  woman  could  kill  my  little  Frsulc 
Ah  I  when  I  am  no  more,  raise  up  between  this  tender  tlowcr 
and  the  world  such  a  sheltering  hedge  as  Catullus  speaks  of— 
Ut  fios,  etc." 

"And  yet  the  ladies  were  flattering  in  their  remarks  to  you. 
Ursule,"  said  the  lawver.  smilinir. 

"Coarsely  flattering."  observed  the  town  doctor. 

"I  have  always  felt  snch  coarseness  in  insincere  praise," 
replied  Monsieur  Minoret.    "And  wliy?" 
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Dill  yon  dine  with  Miilauu-  (!.■  Portcn.liiriv  ?""  .-aid  rr-ulo 
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laptToii,   witli   a   glance  of  anxi 


V  IS  III  much  di.-ti-..-. 


OUd 


and  It  IS  not  ini- 


!"---ili!c   that    >hf   niav 

M:n.irct." 


call   on   von   this   cvcnin; 


.Monsi 


cur 


■  ir  -he  is  in  trouMc  and  needs  me,  I  will  jro  to  ] 
i:i.'  doctor.    "Let  us  fini.-h  the  first  ruhhcr." 

r-iilc  prc»ed  lier  uncle's  hand  under  the  tahle. 


ler. 


said 


ilcr  -on,"  -aid  the  .histi( 


i'ari 


without  a  mentor.     When  it 


•e,  "was  rather  too  simple  to  live 


■iiuw  to  my  knowIed<,'e 


It  iiHjuiries  were  hein;:  made  of  the  notarv  Ihtc  about  the 


ladv"s  farm,  I 


^messed  that  he  was  borrowin<'  on  liirJ  re- 


Kin. 


■!•"  you  think  him  capable  of  that?"  said  Frsule.  wit! 


i^  rnlile 


flash  at   Monsieur   Ron<:rand.  who  said   to   1 


1  a 


'^    -.  alas  I  she  is  in  lovo  with  him. 


limself. 


'Ves  and   N'o,"  said  the  t 


own  doetor.     "There  is  <:ood 


in 


MVlIliell. 


and  the  proof  of  it  is  that  he  is  in  prison.     A  thor- 


j.'i  niLTue  never  ;:ets  eau.i:ht. 

"My  friends,"  said  old  Minoret. 
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'enoufih  of  this  for  this 
e  must  not  leave  a  poor  mother  to  weep  for  a 


liiiniitc  lon^rer  when  we  can  drv  her  tear 
The  four  friends  rose  and  went  out.     Ursule  act 


•om 


pan  led 
le  cure 


Wlii 


III  as  far  as  the  gate,  watched  her  godfather  and  tl 

they  knocked  at  the  door  opposite;  and  when  Tiennette 

I  admitted  them,  she  sat  down  on  one  of  the  stone  piers  in 

cniirtyard.  La  Bougival  standing  near  her. 

Madame  la  Vicomtesse,"  said  the  cure,  going  first  into  the 

le  room.  "Doctor  Minoret  could  not  allow  you  to  have  the 
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i  am  too  much  of  the  old  school,  madame,"  the  doet 
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rank,  and   I   am  only  too  hap])y  to  think,   from   what 
-ieur  le  Cure  tells  me,  that  I  may  be  of  some  service  to 
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lIiKlaiiit'  til-  I'lirtiiidiitTc.  on  wliom  the  arraii^'onu'rit  >^h^ 
had  aL:n'<'<l  i"  uiML'hfii  ^n  heavily,  that,  simc  tin.'  Abbo  had 
(]nittfd  her,  -li.  hid  ihou'.dit  "f  applyinjr  rath<T  to  the  notary, 
wa.-  XI  -iiriinnd  by  Mino-i't".-  dcliiatc  fi'(di?ii.',  that  !>ho  rose 
to  n'tiirn  his  buw,  and  [Hiintcd  to  an  aniudiair. 

"He  seated,  iiiuii.-ieur,"  said  -he,  with  a  royal  air.  "Our 
dear  eiire  will  have  inld  yuu  that  the  V'ieointi;  is  in  prisitri 
f(ir  del)t--a  yoiiii>j  iiiairs  debts — a  hundred  thousand  francs. 
1 1"  you  ediild  lend  lijrn  the  suni,  I  would  j,'ivo  you  as  security 
my  farm  at  Hirdieres." 

"We  can  talk  of  that,  madame.  wlieii  I  shall  have  brou^'ht, 
you  baek  your  son.  if  you  will  alN  me  to  represent  you  ia 
thest'  eireum.-tanees." 

"Very  ^'ood.  monsieur."  replied  the  old  lady,  with  a  bow, 
ami  a  udanee  at  the  cure,  which  was  meant  to  convey:  "You 
are  riirht  ;  he  is  a  man  of  l'ooiI  breedinjr." 

".My  friend  the  doctor,  as  you  see.  madame,  is  full  of  devo- 
tion to  your  family." 

"We  ,-hall  be  jrraleful  to  you.  inonsieur,"  said  Madame  di' 
I'ortenduerc.  with  a  vi>ible  effort,  "for  at  your  ape  to  ventur" 
tliroui:h  Paris  on  the  tracks  of  a  scapegrace's  misdeeds " 

".Madame,  in  "(I.")  I  liad  the  honor  of  seeing:  the  illustriou- 
Admiral  de  Portenduere  at  the  house  of  the  worthy  Monsieur 
de  Ma!e.>iu'rl)es.  and  at  that  of  the  Comte  de  Buffon.  who  was 
anxious  to  cpu'stion  him  as  to  various  curious  facts  in  his 
voyages.  It  is  not  impossible  that  Monsieur  de  I'ortenduere, 
your  late  husband,  nuiy  have  iu'cn  there  too.  The  French 
luivy  was  then  in  its  jjlory :  it  hebl  it.^  own  ajjainst  England, 
and  the  Captain  contributed  his  ((uota  of  couraire  to  the  game. 
How  impatiently,  in  "s:!  and  \sl.  did  we  await  news  fruiu 
the  camp  oi  Saint-HochI  I  was  very  near  joining  as  surgcen 
to  the  King's  fortes.  Your  grand-uncle.  Admiral  de  Kerga- 
rnui't.  who  is  still  living,  fought  his  great  battle  at  that  time, 
IV^r  he  \\as  on  board  th.e  Jitlli-  I'dulv." 

"Ah!  if  he  knew  that  liis  graiiil-nephew  was  in  prison!" 

••'i'lie  \'i(t)mte  will  no  longer  oe  there  two  days  hence,"  said 
old  Minuret.  rising. 
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II.'  j)iit  (lilt  his  haml  to  lake  the  n],\  Uu\\'<,  ulio  ailuwril  h 
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kiaSfd    il   respect  f 


I'Ul   ill'  clllif   111  ;iL;aill   tn  »a\    1 


iillv.  Ihiv.ciI  low,  uiul  went  out; 

()  !  lie  <  iir<'' : 


•■Will   Mill,   my  (It'ar  AIjIm',   ~((  upr  a  place   f<ir   me  in  the 
liLTi'iire  i'nr  t(l-Ill^^r■llVv  iiKiriiinL'l'  " 

■j'!:r  cure  iTiiiaiiiei]  aimthiT  liair-hniir  to  siiii:  the  praises 
!hr  (Iciitiir,  u  lo  had  intended  Id  i-.ini|iier  the  old  ladv,  and 
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led. 


'Ill-   1-   wonderful    for 


111-    a;:e 


sail 


i    >lie.      -He    talks   of 


L'^iii''-  to  Paris  and  >eitli 


in;:  inv  siiii  s  atlairs  as  if  lir  were  no 


f  h 


'Tf  ill. in  live-and-tweiitv.      lie  has  moved 


in  i.'oo(|  soeietv. 


in  the  he-l.  ni 


Hlame;  and  at  this  dav.  more  than  one  son 


ail  iiiipovenslied  piM'r  of   Fraiu 


arrv  his  ward  with  a  i 


ic  Would   he  viTV  happv  to 
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iiillion  of  francs.     Ah.  if  such  a  not 


add  enter  Savinien's  hn 


lin.  tiiiio  are  so  altered  that   the 


lilliculties  would  not  he  raixd 


on  voiir  side  after  vour 


-'•n  .- 1  on 


duet 


l!  was  the  intense  ainazement  with  wliidi  the  old  lady  heard 
till-  -jieech  that  allowed  the  j)ric<t  to  fini-h  it. 

■'^Mii  have  lost  your  wits,  my  dear  .\hbe  t'haperon." 

'Think  over  it.  madaine:  and  (iod  ^'rant  that  henceforth 
}"ur  Min  may  heluivo  in  sUch  a  way  as  to  aeijuire  that  old 
1!  all's  esteem  I" 

"If  it  were  not  you.  Monsieur  le  Cure."  said  Madame  de 
1' .^ndiiere;  "if  it   were  any  one  else  who  spoke  to  me  in 


!ii  ms- 


"U  would  never  see  him  airain."  said  the  Ahhe.  smiling, 
must  hope  that  your  diar  son  may  enliirhteii  vou  as  to 


\i.it   is  doin<^  in   Paris  in   the   matter  of 


marria'^es. 
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insider  .Sa\iiiieirs  ha[ 


ijiine^s.  and.  alter  com[>roiiii-in; 


ture,  you  will  -urely  u<>\  intd  fere  with  his  making  him- 


position. 


'.\rii|  It  IS  vou  who  sav  thi~  to  me 


I'    1   ilid   not.  who  woi 
'U''  a  proiiipi  retnat. 
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■riei!  the  priest,  rising,  ani 


T 


il'    cll 


le  siw   I'r-ulr  and   her  godfather  walking  up  and 
n  tile  little  court vard.     i'he  suhmissive  doctor  had  heeu 


Hi 


'f\ 


f 


H 


*.* 


IIR 


lusri.i:  MiHorKi' 


^o  ti'iiM'il  liy  111-  uiird  iluit  lir  hail  at  hi-t  \ir!i|,,l;  .h,.  ■Aantri! 
to  <:»  to  I'iiM-.  .iriil  hail  Iniiml  a  lli.ni-an.l  |iiv|f\i-.  Ilr  call.-. I 
the  riiiv,  ulii)  juiiitii  ilii'in,  .iini  tin'  dixtdr  iM.;;.'((l  hiiii  in 
«'n^M;:c  till'  cDiiiir  n|'  thr  ill  I  i-ciii  c  fur  ihal   mpv  m-ht   it'  tnr 

Cfiacll-lllHcr    Ul  Tf    -nil    iipill. 

At  si\  o'lluik  Mil  ilii'  f.illnwiri;:  aflirniHin  ihr  m1i|  man  aiil 
till-  yniitiLr  L.;-l   naihi'il    I'ai'i-.  ami   tln'  ilo.i-r  wiiit,  liir  siiii.- 

l-Vniitlt:,      In      (.illMlll      hi-      laUVir.  i'nillh.il      -■MIiI-       lonkf.i 

tliivatnini;.'.  'i'ln^  .lii-iin-  at  Xi'in-nir,-  hail  hem  irllm;:  t!,,. 
(Iiirlor  thr  day  hff.irc.  -r\iral  iiiiirs  in  ihr  .•uiir-c  ol'  tlir.r 
cniutTsitiuii.  that  he  wnulil  he  milliinL^  ii—  than  mad  li.  kn'j, 
ii  [icmiy  111  ihc  rund-  ,-u  hm::  a-  ihr  iiiiarr^l  ImMwi-.h  th.' 
<'()url  and  tin-  I'n--  .-hnuld  ivniaiti  nn-ililfd.  Minun-t'- 
notary  approvcil  nl'  the  advice  indir.aily  ;/\\vn  h\  HoiiLTand 
So  the  diH-tnr  tonk  advanta-c  of  hi-  \i-it  In  Pari.-  to  ,-cll  oui 
lii.-i  fomincrcial  invc-tmciil.-  and  -talc  -rriiritiiv-.  which  wcrr 
Jill  at  a  iirciniuni.  and  m  dcpn-n  In-  lajHlal  in  the  hank. 
The  lawyer  alM)  ad\i-ed  his  ..Id  client  i,,  -,.11  ih,.  -hares  Irfi 
ti)  Trsulo  hy  Mnn-i,.nr  .Junly.  which,  a-  a  '^•••n\  irn-tec.  he  had 
inve.-ted.  He  promi.-cd  tn  ,-e|  to  work  wiih  the  hdp  of  a 
very  kimwinir  aL'i'nt.  to  conn'  In  terms  with  Savinieii".-  cred- 
itors;  hnt  tn  achieve  every  -uece--.  it  ua-  nece— arv  that  ihi' 
youn^'  mail  t;ln)iild  -pend  _\et  a  few  daw  in  pri-nn. 

•'Hurrying  nii  the.-e  m.iltcr.-  en-is  ai  lea-i  fifteen  p.-r  eent." 
said  the  lawyer  In  the  dnctnr.  "•Ami  at  any  rate  vuii  caiiiMt 
get  at  your  money  fnr  .-even  or  ei-hl  dav>."' 

When  rrstile  leariu'd  that  Saviiiien  wnuld  he  in  prison  ai 
least  a  weeic  longer,  ^he  entreated  her  guardian  to  hi  her  .'o 
there  with  him,  if  only  for  once.  Old  Miiiorei  rcd'u-d.  T\w' 
uncle  <iJid  niece  Were  'ndging  ai  an  hotel  in  the  Hue  ('roi\- 
de.^-l'etits-Champ.-,  where  the  doctor  had  taken  a  -lutahle  .,  t 
of  rooms;  and  knowing  his  uard's  ndigious  honor,  he  ma.'^ 
her  promi-e  ni\cr  in  go  out  while  he  wa.s  aljsent  on  hu-im--. 
The  kind  old  man  took  her  for  walks  almiit  Pari.-.  >howi::.' 
lier  tile  arcade-,  the  shop-,  the  Boulevards — but  nothing  iu- 
tore-ted  or  aimL-ed  her. 

"What  do  you  want  r"  asked  he. 
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iiii:  in:ii!s  in  aiakm 


no 


I'..  -II-  Sainti'-lVla;:!.'."  -he  piT-i^tt-ntK  rop'iiil. 
Till  !i   MiiiMrri  hiivd  ,1  liaikiHV  <nai  !i.  aiiii  lnuk  lur  td  the 

..•     li-    la    ('Irf,    wIlcIT    lilc    \clllrli'    .\]-r\\     ll|i     ill     frollt     of    tilt' 

!   Iiii Jiliiiu      all  .iiKiciiI   ciiinitit    liiniiil    iiitn  a   pri'iin. 
'i'  i'(  tin-  lii-ii  ;:ra\    wal!-,  uIhtc  cmtv   wiiulow   was 

!'.lMiil      m|'     the-     1,,\V     (!.".(•.     IImI      111    lir    rlltcrtil     Wlllnillt 

--  ilnaiil'iil  If --mil-  tlii'  I'luoiiiv  ma—  'taiiiliiii.'  m  a 
•'lii'iiiil  lull  111'  liiivcrt}.  uIhtc  It  riM  -  in  tin-  nml-l  uf 
■i  -trii-l,-,  il-rlf  tlic  --iipi-ciiic  n;i-crv  ;  the  wlinlc  roin- 
:i  111'  (li-iiial  iilra-  iIi'^mmI   Tr-iilc,  ainl  iiiaiii'  hi-r  slu'il 


!i'>\   i-  it."  -ail]  -In-,  "tliat  vuun.u  iiaii  ciUi  !«'  iiiipri.-oiu'd 

'Mi\  !'      Iliiw  I-   It   thai   a  ilrht  ;:i\i>  \n  a  iiioiicN -IcHiKt 

'Air  a-  till'   Kiiiu'  hiin-clt'  dnc-i  imt  pussf^.>? — And  /(*' 

-he   (■Mlaiiiifd.      "Wiicrc.  irodfalliff!'"   slic   added, 

..  I  V'\i\  diic  wiiidiiw  III  aiiDtluT. 

I  i-iilf."  >aiii  ina- Liu'lt'.ithrr,  "ymi  iiiakc  iiic  coiimiit  follie.-. 

i    :^   :-  iMl    l'iii\u(ttiiii:   liiiii  I" 

■i'.:.!,"  -an!  -he.  "rvrn  it'  I  iiiii-t  |:iv('  liiiii  ii|).  imisi   I  feci 

'  i' -!   Ill  liiiii''     1   iiiav  loM'  hiiii.  and  iiiari'v  im  mn'." 
■'':!"  1  iii-d  till'  u!d  mall,  ■"lliriT  i.-  .-n  iinirli  method  in  voiir 
r  t  •''■->,  that   1  repiiit  nl'  haviiit:  lirmi;.'iit  vnii." 

!  iiii'  i|a}s  later  the  old  man  had  the  receipts  in  due  form, 
till'  !  iiie-dri'd.-.  and  all  tlie  dm  iimeiits  which  were  necessary 
!"  :;!"  rale  Savinien.  Tlie  liiiuidatinn.  iiicludinj;  llie  a,<,'eiil.':i 
I'liiMh  --inn,  had  heeii  etTected  for  the  sniii  of  eiirhty  thoiisaiul 
tr.ii'i  The  ductnr  had  in  hand  eiL'hi  hundred  thuusanil 
friif-.  winch,  hy  hi-  lawyer's  advice,  he  placed  in  trea.-ury 
''  '■-■  -'1  a-  not  to  lo>c  too  much  interest.  He  kept  twenty 
■  '!.!  ill  hank  note>  for  Savinien. 
i  .  ■  doi  iiir  him.-e!f  wciit  to  release  hini  on  Saturday  at  two 
■  '•■■'  A,  and  the  yniniLr  \'i<-onite,  already  ii  fnrmed  hy  a  letter 
U-'in  hi-  mother,  thanked  his  deliverer  with  .-iiieere  etFusive- 
'■'■■■••  "I'  feeling'. 

'  ^  "U  mu>t  not  delay  in  eoniin^'  hoine  to  -ee  your  inotlier," 
.-.   '  ''M  Minoret. 
Si\iiiien  replied,  in  some  confu>i(in,  that  even  in  prison  he 
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had  (.•ontraettd  a  doht  of  lioiior:  and  he  told  the  doclor  of 
the  visit  of  111.-  three  friends. 

"I  sn>iieric(l  that  you  niighi  have  some  personal  debts," 
said  the  doitor  with  a  >mile.  "Your  mother  ha.s  borrowed  a 
hundred  thoii>and  francs,  but  I  have  paid  no  more  than  eii;hty 
thousand;  iiere  is  the  remainder,  use  it  with  thrift,  monsieur, 
and  regard  what  i-  left  as  your  -take  on  tiie  green  eloth  of 
fortune." 

During  the  past  week  Savinien  liad  reflected  on  the  tiuiej 
he  lived  in.  Competition  on  all  sides  demands  severe  labor 
from  those  who  ho[ie  to  u.ake  a  fortune.  Illegal  methoils 
require  more  talent  and  underhand  nuuKeuvres,  than  enter- 
prise under  tiie  light  of  day.  Sueee~s  in  the  gay  world,  far 
from  securing  a  position,  absorbs  time  and  a  great  deal  of 
money.  The  name  of  I'orteuduere,  omnipotent  aecording  to 
his  mother,  was  nothing  in  Paris.  His  eousin  the  deputy, 
the  Comte  de  I'ortenduere,  eut  iiut  a  small  tigure  in  the  midst 
of  the  elective  Chamber  in  eon]pari;-on  with  the  Peerage  and 
Court,  and  had  no  more  inilumee  than  enough  for  hmi- 
solf.  Admiral  Kergamuet  existed  only  in  the  person  of  his 
wife.  He  had  seen  orators,  men  who  had  risen  from  a  social 
rank  beneath  the  nobility  or  the  simple  gentry,  become  per- 
sonages of  importance.  In  >hort,  money  was  the  pivot,  the 
only  means,  the  only  motor  of  a  xxiety  which  Louis  XVIll. 
had  tried  to  form  in  imitation  of  tiiat  of  England. 

On  his  way  from  the  Hue  de  la  Clef  to  the  l{ue  Croix-des- 
Petits-Champs,  the  young  gentleman  summed  up  his  medita- 
tions, and  laid  them  before  thi'  old  doctor,  in  accordance  with 
de  Marsay's  advice. 

"I  must  let  myself  be  forgotten."  said  lie.  "for  three  or  four 
years,  and  try  to  find  a  career.  I'er!iaj)s  I  may  make  a  name  in 
political  diploiiuuy  or  in  niorid  stati-tics.  by  >unu'  tri'atise  on 
one  of  the  iiiu'stions  of  the  day.  .\t  any  rate,  while  finil- 
ing  some  young  |ier->n  whom  I  may  marry,  and  wliosc  posi- 
tion may  (pialify  me  for  election.  I  shall  work  in  silence  and 
obscurity." 

The  doctor  studied  the  vniintr  man's  countenance,  and  saw 
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iiiir  iioiglihor/"  said  lio.  "if 


>{  ihr  o!d  noi)iIitv — wliici 


vou  have  cast  the  skin 


1  is  nut  found  to 


i)o(i  woar  nowa- 


■after  throe  or  four  years  of  a  sti'ady  industrious  life, 
iiniiertake  to  find  you  a  superior  ^'irl.  pretty,  amiable. 


pii.iis.  and  with  a  fortune  of 


veil  or  oi^dit  hundred  thousand 


Irarir..  who  will  make  you  Iiappy.  ami  of  whom  you  mav  be 
MMii,].  thou.^di  she  has  no  noliility  hut  tliat  of  the  heart." 

■•K!i,  doctor!"  cried  the  young  man.  '-thoro  is  no  nobilitv 
i'f!— only  an  nristocracv." 

'•';..  and  pay  your  debts  of  honor,  and  return  horc.  I  will 
i;.,  !u  cn-ago  the  coupo  of  the  diligence,  for  my  ward  is  with 
.";'■."■  said  the  old  man. 

'i'hat  ovoning,  at  si.x  o'clock,  the  three  travelers  set  out 
fr-rn  the  Rue  Dauphine  l)y  the  "Duclor."  Frsulo,  who  wore 
a  V,  i!,  spoke  not  a  word.  After  blowing  her  the  kiss  in  an 
;fhfi;il><-  of  trivial  ilirtation.  which  '  a<l  upset  Frsule  as  much 
.H  a,  whole  book  of  love,  Saviniei,  ,id  totally  forgotten  the 
li'dor'.--  ward  in  the  torments  of  his  debts:  an '.  indeed,  his 
!i'>!'  1..-S  adoration  of  Kmilie  de  Kergaroui't  .lid  not  suffer 
hull  to  be>tow  a  remembrance  on  the  glances  he  had  inter- 
fhiiriLTd  with  a  mere  little  girl  at  Xomours.  So  he  did  not 
re.  ..'nize  her  when  the  old  man  made  her  get  first  into  the 
"'i'  ii  and  sat  next  her,  dividing  her  from  tlie  voung  Vicomte. 

•i  li.ive  accounts  to  settle  with  you."  said  the  doctor  to  the 
y''-;!i;  "I  have  all  your  ]iapers  lie'-.'." 

"I  was  within  an  ace  of  not  gelling  away,"  said  Savinien. 
"I  iiad  to  order  clothes  and  lim^n;  the  I'hili.stinos  have  robbed 
ni'  of  everything,  and  I  am  in  the  state  of  the  prodigal  son." 

Ib'.v.ver  interesting  the  sulijects  of  c.uiversati(m  Ixnween 
f'^  'Id  man  and  the  young  one.  however  pertinent  some  of 
>iV';iien's  remarks,  the  young  girl  sat  in  silence  till  it  was 
I"';,  her  green  veil  hiding  her  face,  and  her  hands  folded 
""••T  her  shawl. 

"^"11  do  not  seem  to  have  found  Paris  very  delightful, 
iiMiieiiioiselle,"  said  tSavinion  at  la.-i.  somewhat  piijued. 
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"1  am  rr]i\(\  to  rotui'ii  to  Xciiiuiirs,"'  she  replied  in  an  aLri- 
tated  voice,  pmtin,::  ii[i  her  veil. 

In  j;pite  of  the  irloom,  Snviiiieii  now  reeorrnized  her  by  lur 
thick  plaits  of  hair  and  lu'illiant  liliie  eye-. 

"And,  for  my  part.  I  ran  leave  I'aris  withont  reirret  to 
biirv  my.<elf  at  Xemoiirs,  sinee  T  shall  there  find  so  fair  a 
noiorhbor."  said  he.  "I  liope.  Monsieur  le  Docieiir,  that  ymi 
will  allow  me  to  visit  yon:  I  am  fond  of  miisie,  and  1  remem- 
ber hearini:  Mademoiselle  I'rsule's  piano." 

"I  hardly  know,  monsieur."  said  the  doctor  srravelv, 
"whether  your  mother  will  he  jileased  that  you  sliould  enme 
to  see  an  old  man  who  is  obliired  to  have  a  mother's  care  of 
this  dear  child." 

This  measured  reply  trave  Savinien  much  to  think  about: 
he  now  recollected  that  kiss,  so  liirhtly  wafted. 

It  was  now  ni<:ht:  the  heat  was  oppressive;  the  doctor  and 
Savinien  were  the  first  to  fall  asleep.  Trsule.  who  remaiiKii 
a  lon^  time  awake,  her  head  full  of  jilans,  sueeumbed  alxuit 
midnight.  She  had  taken  olT  her  little  hat  of  coarse  straw 
plait.  Her  head,  in  a  little  cap  of  embroidered  muslin,  pros. 
ently  dropped  on  to  lier  god  father's  ^houlder.  .\t  daybreak. 
near  Bouron,  Savinien  wc^ke  the  first.  He  saw  Trsule  in  the 
untidy  ?tate  produced  by  the  jolting  of  the  coach;  her  cap 
wa,s  tumbled  and  askew:  her  liair  had  come  unpinned,  and 
the  plaits  fell  about  her  face,  which  was  rosy  with  the  luat; 
but  in  this  disorder,  whicli  i^  horrible  in  a  woman  to  whom 
dress  is  indispensable,  youth  and  iieauty  are  triumphant. 
The  sleep  of  innocence  is  always  lovely.  Ilcr  parted  lip? 
showed  pretty  teeth  ;  her  shawl,  thrown  i)aek,  allowed  him 
to  observe,  without  olTence  to  T'rsule,  I  he  grace  of  her  figuro 
under  the  folds  of  a  full  bodice  of  tlowered  muslin.  And 
through  the  countenance  shone  the  purity  of  the  maiden  seul, 
all  the  more  visible  because  no  other  expression  mingled  with 
it.  Old  Minoret.  who  presently  awoke,  arranged  her  head 
against  the  corner  of  the  coach  to  make  hor  more  einnfortalile: 
and  she  did  not  even  feel  what  he  did,  so  soundly  was  -he 
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after  spendiiij:  so  iiianv  indits  in  tliinkintr  of  Sa- 


\iii;i'n's  misfortunoi 

■•|''M'r  little  tliin^rl' 
]:•<■•  a  cliiM — as  she  i,«. 


id  he  to  his  coniiianic 


in.  ''shp  sleeps 


Vnii  ,-.hou!(l   be  pi-oud   of  her,"  said   Savinien.   "for  she 


to  he  as  <rood  as  she  is  prettv." 
!  she  is  the  Ii,i,dit  of  the  house  1     I  f  ^lio  w 
could  not  love  her  better.     S! 


ere  my  dau^'h- 
he  will  be  sixteen  on  the 
I  '  bniary  next.  (Jod  <:rant  I  may  live  to  see  her  married 
man  who  will  make  her  hap])y  !  I  wanted  to  take  her  to 
n  Paris,  where  she  had  never  been  before;  .she  would 


,MV   I 


the  eure  at  Xemour-  IkuI  r()rl)id<l 


vmi 


en  it.     'Rut,'  said  I, 
are  married,  if  your  husband  wishes  to  take  vou  ?' 


do  whatever  mv  husband  de: 


ares. 


;aid  she.     'If  he 


■i..uiii 


:l>    \i 


ask  me  to  do  anythinir  wron<r,  and  I  should  be  so  weak 
'b(y  him.  he  will  l)e  held  responsible  before  God;  but 

■:mi;1(]  find  stren,i:th  to  resist — in  his  interest,  of  course.'" 

A-  thtv  reached  Xeinours,  at  five  in  th 


S.i\  III 


l!,r  I 


1,1 


le  morning,  Ursule 

lip,  quite  ashamed  of  Iier  untidiness,  and  of  meeting 

'•n's  gaze  of  frank  admiration.     During  the  hour  which 

igence  took  to  drive  from  Rouron,  where  it  had  stopped 

minutes,  the  young  man  had  fallen  in  love  with  Ur- 

innocence  of  her  soul,  the  beautv  of 


lie  had  studied 


;:'  r  ["  r-on,  the  whiteness  of  her  complexion,  the  delicacy  of 
iit  :•  leatures,  and  the  sweet  voice  which  had  spoken  the  brief 
•  vpr'  ->ive  phrase  in  which  the  poor  child  had  told  everything 
''■:-!.  intending  to  tell  nothing.  In  short,  I  know  not  what 
["■  -  riiinient  led  him  to  think  of  Ursule  as  the  wife  the  doc- 
!'  r  ';au  Miggested  to  him.  set  in  a  gold  frame  by  the  magical 
\^'-'-'l-\  "Seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand  francs." 

ill  three  or  four  years  she  will  be  twenty;  I  shall  be 
ny  Miy-seven.  The  good  num  spoke  of  struggles,  of  work, 
"i  -""d  behavior.  However  cunning  he  may  be,  he  will  end 
^  I'  :i:ng  me  his  secret." 

ihbors  parted   before  their  respective  houses,  and 


nei 


■n   put    much    i 


u'anniir  into   hi: 


at  Ursule  full  of  imploring  invitation. 


■ave-taking,  with  a 


Tl/SKlfin 


1 


SriTiiti, 


■.irfe: 


',t>ii   .1.,.""'"^ 


I!  * 


IM^^ 


% 


'■  I 


t 
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Madame  de  PdrtcnduiTc  left  Iut  xm  to  .-Icop  till  noon.  Tiio 
doctor  and  rrsulc,  in  spiic  of  their  fati;,niiii<;  journey,  went 
to  hij,di  mass. 

Savinii'nV  rclca>c,  and  his  return  in  the  doctor's  companv, 
had  explained  the  ohject  (if  liis  journey  to  the  parochial  poli- 
ticians and  to  his  heirs,  \vlio  had  met  in  council  in  the  Church 
Square,  as  they  had  done  a  fortnijrht  .-ince.  To  the  prcal  sur- 
prise of  all  parti(>s.  on  cominir  out  of  churcli,  Madame  ilc 
Portenduere  stopped  old  Minoret.  who  olTered  her  his  ar!!i. 
and  conducted  her  home.  The  old  ladv  wished  to  invite  him 
and  his  ward  to  dinner  that  s;  uie  day.  tellini.'  him  that  ihe 
cure  would  be  her  other  jruest. 

"He  wanted  to  let  Ursulo  see  Paris,"  said  Minoret-Le- 
vrault. 

"])amnation!  The  old  man  cannot  stir  a  step  without  hi.-- 
little  housekeeper,"  cried  Cremi're. 

"There  must  have  been  some  Ncry  private  transactions  be- 
tween them,  for  Mother  Portenduere  to  take  his  arm,"  ob- 
served Massin, 

"It  has  not  occurred  to  you  that  \our  uncle  has  sold  lii.^ 
investments  and  taken  the  younir  "un  out  of  quod  !"  cried 
Goupil.  "lie  refused  my  master,  but  he  did  not  refuse  hi? 
madame.  .  .  .  Ah  !  your  izoose  is  cooker] !  The  Viconite 
will  propose  a  marriage-contract  instead  of  a  promise  to  pnv, 
and  the  doctor  will  make  the  husband  settle  on  his  god- 
daughter all  the  money  he  will  have  to  give  her  to  secure  such 
a  match." 

"It  would  not  be  such  a  bad  stroke  of  business  to  marrv 
Ursule  to  Monsieur  Savinien,"  said  the  butcher.  "The  old 
latly  is  having  them  to  dine  with  her  to-day;  Tiennette  came 
over  to  me  at  five  in  the  morning  to  .<eeure  a  fillet  of  beef." 

"Well,  Dionis,  this  is  a  pretty  piece  of  work  I"  said  Massin, 
hurrying  to  meet  the  notary,  who  came  out  on  to  the  Scpiarc 

"Why,  what's  wrong:"  said  the  notary.  "All  is  well :  ye>  r 
uncle  has  sold  his  securities,  and  ^ladamc  de  Portenduere 
has  asked  me  to  go  to  her  house  to  witness  a  deed  acknowledij- 
ing  a  loan  of  a  hundred  thousand  francs  from  your  uncle  on 
a  morteraee  of  hor  estates." 


^xri^^mmsti«^fa^mmis^^myi^^¥mimmiis^9izn^i^ 


dn'.rj^A^^ 
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"Vrs;  but  if  thf  yoiin-  fnlks  ucrc  i,.  marrv  each  other '^•• 

■■\^'U  nii-hl   ;is   well   .s,.\    iT  (ioiipij    werJ  to   be  my  suc- 

(.■■--'•r.  'Ill  the  notarv. 

•Nei'  ;  ease  is  impossible,"  said  (;oupil. 

On  H'tiimin-  from  mass,  the  old  lady  sent  Tiennctte  to 
'I'-iiT  lur  son  to  eoiiie  to  her  room. 

Thr   litlle   lioii>e   had    three    rooms   on    the   rrmun.]    floor 

/'' '   Madame  do  Portenduere  and  of  h.T  deeeased  hus- 

I'.wHi  were  on  the  same  side  of  the  Imuse,  divided  hv  a  dress- 
i').-Mv,om  with  a  borrowed  li.^ht.  and  a  small  ante-roo.n  opon- 
r.r^  "U  to  the  stairs.  The  window  of  the  third  room,  whieh  had 
^|l«;iv>  boon  Savinien's.  looked  out  on  the  street,  as  did  that  of 
'^  lath.'rs.  The  staircase  lay  behind  it  in  such  a  wav  a^  to 
:''^'  ^pac  tor  a  little  dressin-room  adjoinin-,  with  a  small 
'■'•iinl  window  to  the  courtyard. 

Madam(.  de  Porte.:duereV  room,  the  jrloomiest  in  the  house, 

•  -  l.okcd  on  the  yard;  but  the  widow  spent  h.T  life  in  the 

-;!n,-room  on  the  -round  floor,  which  communicated  hv  a 

iM^-a-c  with  the  kitchen  built  on  the  further  side  of  the  court- 

•"!:  ^"  Iliat  this  room  did  duiv  both  as  drawin-'-ronm  and 

'i'iiin_'-rooin. 


iiiiiiiii 


ir.i 


nt  tiiii 


i'l'illl 


room   that   had   been    Monsieur  de   I'ortenduere's   re- 
in the  Stat,   in  which  it  had  been  left  on  the  day  of 
man  alone  was   missinjr.     Madame  de 

upon  it  the 


th:  the  dead 
lere  herself  had  made  the  Ijed.  and  did 


iinifi 


orm.   with    her   luNbandV    sword,    red    ribl 


and  hat.    The  .^rold  snufl'- 
'•'kcn  his  last  pinch  nf  sniifT 


)on. 


v).\  out  of  whieh  the  Vicointe 


1-  prayer-book,  his  watch,  and  t 


i>  "n  tli(>  table  bv  the  bed. 


■I'-     His  white  hair. 


"""j:  above  ihecrucilix  and  Id] 


irranp'd  in  a  frame  in 


enp  he  used  to  drink 


11  siiiirii 


thick 


thr  triflinir  nb 


led-  iif 


Ins  iiail 


Uh': 


1-   papers,  iurnitniv.   Dutch  >i 


iOu'    o 


y  water  enp  over  the  bed. 
ii.-e  w.Tc  all  in  their 
it  toon,  and   ficld-irl.i<s 


ver    the    fireplace.      The    widow    had    s 


•lock  at  tl 


le  hour  of  his  dcatli.  which  it  tliii 


top[)ed    the 


^!!  it'rpriuity.     The  scent  of  his  powder  and 


recorded 


■nufF  still  hung 


f'i 


f  I. 


n 
11 


1  i 
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in  thi'  air.  Thr  hearth  was  a.>  he  liad  left  it.  To  go  into  the 
room  wa.-<  like  seeing'  hiiii  a^aiii,  (iii  lln<liiij,'  all  the  tliiii;:- 
thai  thus  sj)()ke  nf  hi-  hahil>.  His  tall  cane  with  its  guhi  kiml) 
still  lay  whei-e  he  had  left  it.  ami  his  lar-ire  doi'skin  -.doves 
closf!  beside  it.  On  the  Cdnsole  stood  a  \ii.-e  of  solid  ^--olil, 
coarsely  e.xecuted.  hut  worth  a  thousand  crowns,  a  |>reM:!it 
froiu  the  port  of  Havana,  whieji  he  liad  protected  during' 
tile  war  of  Ainerioaji  Indepeinience  from  an  attack  of  thi- 
Kn<,di.sh,  holding  his  own  agaiii-t  a  superior  force,  after  get- 
ting the  vessels  under  his  convov  safe  into  harhor.  As  a 
reward  the  King  of  Spain  had  made  him  Knight  of  the  Span- 
ish Orders.  Vnr  this  achievement  he  was  promote(l  on  the 
first  opportunity  to  the  command  of  a  sciuadron,  and  received 
the  order  of  tiie  Legion  of  Honor. 

Then,  on  his  next  leave,  he  married  his  wife,  with  ;i 
fortune  of  two  hundred  thou-and  francs.  F.ul  the  Hevoiu- 
tion  stopped  all  further  proinolion,  and  ilonsieur  de  I'orten- 
duere  emigrated. 

"Where  is  my  mother?"  asked  Savinien  of  Tiennette. 

"She  is  waiting  for  you  in  your  father's  room."  saiil  the  oM 
Bretonne. 

Savinien  (;ou]d  not  repre-s  a  little  -huddep.  He  knew  hnvv 
rigid  were  his  mother's  principle-,  her  wor-hip  of  honor.  Ikt 
loyalty,  her  faith  in  nohle  hlood.  and  lie  foresaw  a  scene.  So 
he  went  as  if  to  lead  a  forlorn  hope,  hi-  heart  l)eating  and 
his  face  almost  ])allid.  In  the  twilight  that  filtered  throii.'h 
the  Wnetian  shutters  he  saw  his  mother  dressed  in  i)!ack.  and 
wearing  a  solemn  mien  in  harmony  with  this  chamber  of  t!u' 
dead. 

"Monsieur  le  \'icomte."  she  said,  rising  as  lie  entered,  ami 
taking  his  liand  to  lead  him  to  the  bedside,  "there  your  faiiuT 
died — a  man  id'  honor;  died  without  having  aiivthing  to  n- 
proacdi  himself  with.  His  spirit  is  above.  He  must  imltrd 
have  groaned  there  to  see  hi-  >on  di-uraced  by  impri>eii- 
nieut  for  del)t.  I'nder  lhe(dd  monarchy  you  would  have  li"ii 
spared  this  mud-?tain.  by  craving  a  lillrc  dc  ciulifl,  by  vviiicli 
you  would  have  been  ?liut  up  for  a  few  days  in  a  State  pri-en. 


u 


^fr§\ 
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-  ilnurvcr.  vol.  now  stiui.i  bcforr  your  fatluT.  who  cuji  hear 
•■..  ^oii.  known.-  i.ll  you  hii(!  doii,.  hrfoiv  hciii>:  taken 
i"  t!.;.t  -.[lial..!  piison,  can  you  sw.'ar  to  uw,  hd'on-  thar.Shade 
■'/"'  1"  l-i"  (;n.l  who  scTs  all  thing's,  that  von  havo  done  no 
..  -ih'.'.,..-;.1m.  a.lion.  tl.Ml  yo.ir  debts  wrre  the  eonsequonce 
'1  .1  vu.in,:  nianV  follie._in  short,  that  vour  honor  is  un- 
>i"  i!"l.'  11  yu.,r  hlanieh'..  father  were  there,  alive,  in  that 
•"■"^' ''■'"■•  "  '"■  '"'il'l  eall  you  to  aeeount  for  vour  conduct, 
'^   liM  he.  alter  hearin<r  you,  (....brace  you  still?"' 

•^•-.  luolhei/'  >uid  the  yoiin^'  ..".an.  with  the  most  re- 
-;"  I  tiul  ^a-avity. 

Sii.'  opened  her  arms  and  clasped  her  son  to  her  heart,  shed- 
i;:nj  ,1  few  tears. 

-TiHii  let  all  he  for^rotten,"  said  she;  "we  have  lost  noth- 
II.-'  i.iu  the  money.  I  will  j.ray  to  God  that  it  mav  be  re- 
p  H'i  lulls:  and  since  you  still  are  worthy  of  your  name, 
KI--  ii;r.  lor  I  have  sulfered  ^ireatly." 

•I  ~u.,,r  to  you,  i.iy  dear  mothJr,"  said  he,  holdincr  out  his 
l-V'l  n^vr  the  bed,  "nrver  a,i,^.iii  to  give  you  the  least  trouble 
'  :  :  '  -ai.ie  kind,  and  to  do  all  in  my  j)ower  to  repair  my 
]'■!-'  ( i'l-ors."  " 

■'  "Ml,,  to  l.reakfa>t,  my  child,"  she  said,  and  she  left  the 

r'-ii!i. 

ii  the  laws  of  the  stage  are  to  be  applied  to  narrative, 
^^  Men  >  arrival,  by  introducing  at  Xemours  the  onlv  actor 
.i'  ;■ !  missing  from  the  personages  of  this  little  drama,  here 

"'.'liincics  the  prologue. 


PART  II 


THE  MINORET  PROPERTY 

T:-  .Htion  began  with  a  scene  so  hackneved  in  literature 
"  '!;!'■!•  old  or  new.  that  no  one  would  believe  in  its  effect 
-■    -■'■*  il'  the  j.rineii.al  ligure  were  not  an  old  ladv  of  Brit- 


n 

*  • 


128 


UHSILK  MIUOIET 


h 


N 


taiiy,  a  KcrjiaroiU't  aiu!  mi  I'lni'in'r.  |',iit  it  riiiist  at  once  !,.■ 
made  clear  that  in  ISSit  the  nobility  liad  rccoiKiiu'rcd  i;i  ,-(i- 
cioty  !>oti)f  of  till'  ;:roiiiid  it  had  lo-i  in  iiuHtical  inlluciiiv. 
Moroov.T,  tiio  fiflin;,'  which  jrovcin-  Liraiidparcnts  wlicn  i:i.it- 
riiiionial  siiital)ility  is  in  (inc-tioii,  is  iiniuTi-haldc ;  ii  i> 
closely  inipHcatcd  with  tho  cxistciicf  of  civilized  so<ictv,  and 
founded  in  family  spirit.  It  is  ^ll|l^elne  at  (leneva  as  ai 
Vienna,  and  as  at  Xeinours.  where  Z/'lie  Levrault  had  re- 
fused her  consent  to  her  son's  niarryin;,'  the  dau;.diter  of  a 
bastard. 

Still,  every  social  law  has  its  exceptions.  Savinion  pro- 
posed trying,'  to  iiend  his  mother's  pride  before  L'rsulo's  in- 
nate nobility,  '{"he  iialtle  be^'an  forlliwith.  As  soon  as  ho 
was  seated  at  table  his  mother  be;:an  to  tell  him  of  tlR' 
dreadful  letters,  as  she  called  them,  written  to  her  by  i]w 
Ker^Mrouets  and  the  Portendueres. 

"The  Family  has  ceased  to  exist,  my  dear  mother,""  ro])li('(l 
Savinien.  "Xothin<:  is  left  but  the  Individual.  The  no- 
bility no  Ioniser  form  a  compact  body.  Xowadavs  no  one 
asks  if  you  are  a  Portenduere,  or  if  you  are  bri.ve,  or  a  states- 
man;  all  that  any  one  recpiires  is,  How  much  do  you  pay  in 
rates  and  taxes!-"" 

"And  the  King!'""  askid  the  old  lady. 

"The  King  stands  between  the  two  Cluunbers.  like  a  man 
between  his  lawful  wif(>  and  his  mistress.  So  I  must  con- 
trive to  marry  some  rich  girl  whatever  her  familv  nuiy  be— 
a  peasant's  daughter  if  she  ha-  a  million  of  francs,  and  if 
she  is  fairly  well  i)roughl  uji.  that  is  to  say.  if  -he  comes  from 
a  convent-school."" 

"This  is  quite  another  matt(M-!'"  .-aid  the  old  lady. 

Savinien  knit  hi-  Itnnvs  over  this  reply.  He  knew  that 
granite  will,  called  IJivton  ol)siinacy.  whicji  cha:  ;( terized  !iis 
m((ther;  and  was  anxious  to  know,  as  soon  as  po.--ible.  w.'iac 
her  views  wen>  on  ihi-  delicate  subject. 

"And  so,"  said  lie.  "if  1  -hould  fall  in  love  with  a  girl — sav, 
for  instance,  our  iiciuhbor's  ward.  little  Ursulo— you  would 
op{)ose  my  marrying  her'r 


'L^mi^.im'^^' 
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Tr.  my  dviii;:  dav,"  said  si 


ic.    "AftiT  mv  dead)  vou  nl 


one 


will  li..  iv<|„„i>il.l,.  f„r  th..  I„„inr  and  thr  blood  of  the  Portcn- 
lisiin-  ;ind  the  Kcr;:aroii('ts." 

n  yon  would  Ic.nc  ii„.  t„  ,]i,,  ..f  Iumi-.t  and  despair 


■r  the  >,ikc  f)f  a  el 


"""•ra  winch,  in  ilioc  days,  can  only  be- 


•V 


>y  ac(jiiirin,i,'  the  splendor  of  wcaltli. 


r.al  1 

oil  fan  serve  France  and  trust  in  (iod. 
'Ml  will   po-tpone  my  liappinc.-s  till  the 


ly  after  your 


-It 


"Ixiiii-  XI  \'. 


v.ill  lie  horrible  on  yonr  part,  tliat  is  all. 


p.ir\rnu. 


was  very  near  marrying  Mazarin's  niece— a 


■Maxarin   himself 


oppo.sed  it. 


'carron 


H; 


"Anil  the  widow  s 

'■>!i-  uas  a  d'Aubi^mc!     Hcside.s.  the 

'   I  am  a  vorv  old 


marriage  was  secret. 


"•  !i<'ad.     "When  1  am  -r( 


woman,  my  son."  she  added,  shakin- 


'U!i  :.incv. 


)ne,  you  can  marry  to  please  vour 


!rr   ,,f 


■■'v_i"ien   loved   and   respected   his    mother:   but   at   .„...- 
I  111  silence,  he  .<et  a-ainst  the  obstinacy  of  the  dauirh- 


once. 


tile  Kergarouets,  an  obst 


'i'^niiined  never  to  have  any  wife  but   Trsule,  to  wl 
"iT"Mlion  gave  all  the  charm  of  a  forbidd 


ley  eijual  to  her  own,  and 
lom  this 


W 


II-  in  such  cases. 


en  joy — a.s  always 


len,  after  vesi)ers.  Doctor  Minoret.  with  l' 


iiiiM 


I'liik-  and  white,  entered  the  el 


rsule,  dressed 


seized  with  nervous  trembl 


^'''!   ti'-r.-elf  in  tl 


le 


fitting-room,  the  poor 
mg.  just  as  if  she  had 


l)resence  of  the  (^ueeii  of  !• 


^•■r    lit 


i' •■  lav.,r  to  ask  of  her.     Since  her  talk  witl 


ranee,  and 


ic  liouse  had 


I  the  doctor, 


'■li'Ki'.   and   the 


is.-umed.  to  her,  the  proportions  of 


OKI    lath-   all    tile 


-~  must  have  had  in  i 


K'lal    importance   that   a 


■Middle  A<'es.      X, 


ii'-  eyes  i)(  a  villein's  daiiLditer 


•y  'lie  ilistanc 


'\er  had    Trsiile   i 


in 


iieasuri'd   more  ho 


e  which  divided  a   Vicointe  de  Portend 


pe- 


!'i'    nati 


•  laughter  of  a  band 


uere 


ral  son  of  an  organist,  herself  1 


'iia-tei'.  a  singer  in  tiie  opera. 


i'liysiciun 


iving  on  the  bount 


ti 


mo 


rusii.i:  MiK(tri:r 


"■^Vliiit  ails  you,  child  r"  -aid  tlic  lady,  making'  Ikt  »it  doun 
by  luT  ffidi'. 

"Madame.  1  am  ovcrioiiif  by  l\\v  iioiior  yuii  coiidoseciij 
to  pay  iiK ." 

"Wiiy,  cliild,"  nplird  Madame  de  I'orteiidiiere  in  her  ino-t 
viiie^'-ar  aicciii,  "1  kiiiw  how  miicli  yciir  ;:uardian  loves  vou, 
and  1  wish  lo  do  wh.ii  i-  a;.'reealile  i-.  iiiiii,  for  he  has  brou^in 
home  the  jirodigtil  .-on.  " 

'"Hni,  my  dear  mother."  -aid  Savinieii,  for  it  went  to  his 
heart  to  mc  I'rsule's  deej)  blu-he-.  and  tiie  terrilile  elFort  liv 
which  she  repressed  iiei-  tear-,  ■■i'\en  if  yoii  ueri'  under  no 
obligation  to  Mon.-ieiir  .Mmonl,  it  .-eem-  to  nie  we  might  be 
gratilied  by  the  j)lea.-iire  mademoi.-elle  is  good  enouirh  to  <h> 
us  liy  accepting  your  iiu  italioii."  And  the  young  man 
pressed  the  doctor's  hand  witli  meaning  as  lie  added: 

"Vou,  iiion.-ieiir,  wear  the  ordir  of  Saim-Michael,  the 
oldest  French  order,  wliich  in  itself  couiers  nobility." 

Ursule's  great  beauty,  to  which  her  almo.-t  hopeless  love 
had,  within  the  la>t  few  day.-,  given  tlic  depth  of  e.\j)re.<si..n 
whicli  the  greatest  painters  ha\e  always  -tamped  on  ihu-e 
portraits  in  which  the  soul  is  made  .-trongly  vi-ible,  had  sud- 
denly struck  Madame  de  Portenduere,  and  led  her  to  sus- 
pect some  ambit Kuis  interest  under  the  doctor's  genero.-ily. 
And  tJie  siHi'ch  to  which  Sa\inicn  iuul  replied  was  uttend 
with  a  pointedncs-  that  wouiuled  the  old  man  in  what  was 
dearest  to  him.  Still,  he  could  not  forbear  from  smiling  as 
he  heard  himself  addressed  as  ■•(.'hevalier"  by  Savinien,  and 
discerned  in  this  audacious  exaggeration  a  lover's  fearlc:-.-- 
ness  of  the  ridiculous. 

"The  Order  of  Saint-Michael,  to  obtain  whicli  so  mam- 
follies  were  committed  of  old,  i^  fallen.  Monsieur  le  Vi- 
eomte,"  rej)lie(I  the  old  Court  physician.  "Kallen  like  ri 
many  other  privileges:  It  is  no  longer  bestowed  on  any  but 
doctors  and  poor  artists.  And  so  kings  have  done  well  to 
unite  it  to  that  of  Saint-Lazaru-,  a  >aint  who  was,  I  l)elie\c. 
an  unhappy  wret^-h  l)r()nght  back  to  life  by  a  miracle!  \'ie'.\".l 
in  this  light,  the  Order  (d"  Saint-Michael  aud  Saint-Lazai  .j 
tn  u.s  mav  be  ^vmbolica!."' 


^!S 


L-*  :^Jc*i^i::^i^^'yh, 


.,  'wri'riKii.?  'f-Jt 


-tmtits^  '^    last^' 


J1|J»  ..  ^.v 


^^.JtJMiJ^:::^ 


Tin;   .Ml\(.i;i:i    !'(;(. I-KKTV  ];5, 

Afi.r  tliis  n.plv.  full  .,r    ,.,,nv  ;.r„]  ,li,.„itv.  surnc..  nM.-.H 

''••'•;"■'";'  •"  '"-r.-.k  It  ;  and  ii  ua.  iMrumin-  iincumfortahi."' 

'  M  :i  knock  'vas  heard. 

•il' r.  I.  ,.ar,nn,l  m,pV- -:,,.!.!,,.  ,,ld  la.Iy.  rising:,  and  leav- 
'-■   I  '-Mil,,  tu  iMTM.lt,  wlnlr  .!,,.  w..nf   forward  to  nvHv..  ilu- 
:  :•  -I     an  Imnur  slu-  had  nut  paid  to  f,si,I(.  or  tUr  doctor 
M....M   ,„nl..d  as  hr  Innked   I,-.,,,   1  :>  ward  t.,  Savinirr. 

"■'""l'l^'"""'"".ikeufr......  at   Ma^Mmc  d.  Pnr>..ndum.V 

""'  '-"").•.-  wa,  a  r„rk..n  wh,.h  a  ^.nall  m,.  1  mi^U  hav,> 
'•'in  ..'round,  hut  th.  ohi  n,an  had  to,.  ,„„,.h  hrcrdin-  not 
-  ■''7"1  I'.  Jlr  hr;:an  talkin-  to  ih.-  yuomW  of  (hr  .lanL'or 
'i""';  A-  «as  ,„  at  thai  luiw,  affr  nitrusti.i-  th.-  diroc- 
'  ■"  "t  ■'!'-  P'-lnr  to  th..  I'rinc.  d.  lMi;.r„ac.  Whm  a  Ion- 
'  ■  ■•^-1:  tiinr  IkkI  clap^.d  to  ohviat.-  anv  ..ppraramr  of  n-talii^ 
!•"'''  ";••  "I'l  I'l'iy  I'.v  >prakinu^  of  husin..<~  nuitt.rs.  he 
'^■'■:-  '1  to  UT.  altn<.st  jotin-'  .  the  oocununts  of  the  prosocu- 
'■'  '  ""  iIh'  rcvni.ted  hill,  uh,d.  proved  the  a.rounts  drawn 
'■■'  ^     If!''  lawyer. 

•My  >on  a.-knowh.dps  then?"  >h..  asked  with  a  jrhince  at 
>...Men.  who  howe.l  ,n  reply.  -Well,  then,  thev  ean  be 
;p^'l';l  '"  l>";"is.  und  she  pu>lH.d  away  the  papers!  treating 
;    ■  •'■•■'"■  "•"''  <!"■  •■ontenipt  due  in  her  eves  to  tnonev  mat- 

I"  i-k  (l.'un  on  wealth  wa>.  ,n  Nradanie  rle  Portenduere's 
'■'■'""'  ""  ''"''aiiee  nohUity,  and  leave  the  middle  cla.^s  with- 
"  -  •!  i^"»t  to  stand  on. 

\  •   u-  niinuies  later  (ioupil  .ailed  on  behalf  of  his  master 
;     "v   lor  the  aec.unls  as  between  Saviuien  and  Monsieur 

■■Aii.l  uliat  for?"  a>ke.I  the  old  hidv. 

•1  '  -'He  a.  a  ha^is  for  the  mort^^Mire  deed:  there  i.  no 
:''■•;■  :;.i,vnienl  of  inone, ,"  replied  the  vlerk.  lookin-  i„.o- 
'"■'•  y  .iiioat  hmi. 

'  ■-:;<•  and   Savinien.  who   looKed   in   this  odious  person's 

■    '    ''»•  Ji'-.'t   time.   iVlt  .urh  a  .en~ation  as  is  produced 

.         ■■■'d.  a-oravated  by  a  <en.>e  of  ill  omen.     Thev  both  had 

■•■'    ■ii'lelmable  and  vague  anticipation  of  tJie  future  wjiich 
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hii.^  Ill)  naiiM-  in  -pii'di,  hut  wliuh  ini^lit  l)i'  accuiintcd  for  bv 
an  ini|iiil-c  ,.|'  iliat  innrr  .,■](  n(  uliidi  th.'  Swcijcniinrj.'i.ia 
liii<l  -jinki  n  lu  li...:,,;'  MuK.ivi.  A  cnnMciiun  thai  tlu^ 
Vi'iioMKUi,  (.'..iij,!!  umiiM  |„  tal.il  I..  ih.'Mi  inadr  l'i>ulr  (juake; 
Ijiit  ,-hc  ;:ui  uWT  hci-  a.-ilali..n  a.-  .-in-  |irrcri\t.(l  wiili  iin.-iicak- 

ahlc  jiiv  th.lt   S,i\  lliicll  -iiaivil   hiT  lVcllll;;>. 

"-Mnn-it'ur  |)iiini.-'  i  ink  i-  n^t  a  handMPUir  man,"  .-aid  Sa- 
vinicM.  \\h.  n  Cuiipil  Imd  >hiil  ihc  dm.r. 

"What  1,111  11  iiiathr  u  hd  hi  r  |icu|)l,'  ,,1'  ihal  cla.-s  arc  ii^iv 
or  liandMiinc:'"'  Slid  .MaMjincdr  I'nrl.niliKTc. 

"■'  'ia\i'  III!  oltjr.  tiun  1^1  111-  u^u'linc--,'"  -jikI  the  ciin'',  '-bii! 
only  to  hi>  MialiunilN,  whnh  is  uid.oiiiid.d,  and  ho  add.-  h, 
It  by  viihiiiiy," 

111  >pili'  ni  iii.-  ui.^h  I(,  he  amiahir,  tlic  doctor  '^r^^\\•  col.l  ,uiil 
digiuiicd,  till-  lu\(T-  wo-,,  iintoiiilnrlahlc.      Itui   for  the  -im- 

plf  go<"l  hiimur  of  I  hi'  .\hhi'  t'ha|«Ton,  wh -vntlc  vluvr- 

fuUu'.s.s  nia(K'  the  dinner  liM'ly,  the  po-iiion  of  the  doctor  ami 
his  ward  ui.uhl  iia\c  hccn  alino-t  iiilohrahh'. 

At  dc.-crl,  -ccing  I'r.-idc  turn  palo,  h.- said  {<>  her,  "If  vmi 
do  not  feci  Well,  my  child,  llu'i-e  i-  niily  the  -trect  to  cro.-s."' 

"Whal  ail>  you.  my  dear;-"  .-aid  the  old  lady  to  the  girl. 

"Unfortunately,  madainc.""  said  tiic  doctor  .severely,  "her 
soul  feels  chilled,  ac(  u-ionicd  as  .-he  is  to  see  nothing  hut 
smiles." 

'"A  bad  education,  nion.-ieiir," -aid  Madame  de  I'ortenduerc. 
"Do  not  you  think  so.  .Moti-ieur  le  Ciirer" 

"\ej,  madame."  Miiwiret  put  in.  with  a  glance  at  the  curi', 
who  could  not  .say  a  word.  "1  have,  I  -ee.  made  life  im- 
possible to  this  seraphic  natiii-e  if  -he  were  lo  be  east  on 
the  world;  but  hefniv  1  die,  1  will  liml  means  to  })roteeI  lur 
from  cohlness,  indiiriTeiice,  and  hatred "" 

"(iodfather!  1  lieg  of  you — thai  is  eiiou<:h.  I  feel  noth- 
ing unpleasant  here,"  she  <aid.  rc.-idy  iu  meet  .Madame  d.- 
I'orteiiduere's  v\v  raiher  than  lend  too  much  iiu'aning  to  her 
Words  by  lookiiiu  at  Savinieii. 

"Whellu'r  Mademoiselle  I'r-ule  i-  uiicotnfortahle  I  ki'ow 
not,  madame."  saiil  Savinien  to  his  mother,  "but  I  know  that 
you  are  torturing  me." 


i     I 


nm\ 


...4?^w^r*ii 


Tin;  MINOKKT  PHOfKHTY 


i.n 


I  'II  IHMi'mi:  llii- 


ill  hv  li:^  iiiutlicf'-  i,c! 


■[Mirli,  wniiiu'   In. Ill   till'  ''I'l 


i.n  hif.  {  r- ii!c  I  urn 


p;  iiiM'    i|i' 


irirll 


•IV       |, 


<i|  Miilf  ;  ..|if  |)c 


.ii.ii 


1  -   arm.   i mi ftc-ii 


'      <'\iil-i'      her,      fi 

aii'l    ucii!    uiit,      ■] 


u.i- 


it   liMiiic,  -he  ni-!ifc|   iiii,i  t 


■''.    f'lok    her 
lii'ti.  as  soon 


!'■  ilrauinj-pioiii,  iunl 


•  '•  '1.:  'i"u  n  by  tiir  ,,i;i„.,.  hid  h.  r  fn.  <■  m  h-r  hands  and  hurst 
Ml""  \<  ars. 
-U  !iy  will  vdii  not  I,.,iv,.  it  t,,  mv  lun;:  evpn-i.^nc..  to  <r,ii(l(. 

■  '  •■  •liiii.'s.  (  riM'l  child  ;-■•  .Tied  the  do.  tor  in  d.'-pair.    "The 

•"   ii'\<r  ihiiik  Ihciii-rhc-  undir  any  ohlii:atii.ii  loward.s 

''•'   midd!.'  rl,i,,.     [,,  H'niiiL'  thmi.  wv  d,,  no  niorr  than 

:'.\.  that   i-  all.      I'.(-idr-.  the  old  hidv  prrrri^,.,!  that  Sa- 

■'  i""i-.''l  at  \nu  with  f.lcaMir.';  >lir  i>  iifraid  I.-t  he  shonid 

'■  I'Ai   with  you." 

■■\'  an\    rat..,  hr  i<  .afc'-  -ho  .aid.     "Rnt   to  try  to  set 

-Hiii  ,1  in;in  a-  \iiii  arc I" 

■  W   11    till    I   ••nine  hiirk.   inv  child." 

''*■•;'  III-  doriur  returned  to  Madame  de  i'ort.'ndiierf'-  ho 
■  I  I  I'ieiii-  there,  and  with  him  .Monsieur  Honi:ran<l,  and 
'■•;"_"''i  iIk'  mav.ir.  the  witne>.-,.s  re(|nired  hv  law  to  jrivo 
'_|'  ■ii!\  tn  acts  drawn  up  in  eomniune-  where  there  i-  no'"nf- 
■■"•'I  il'-ve  a  notary.  Minoret  Ird  Di.mis  a<ide  and  spoke  a 
«— !  n  Ins  ear.  after  whiel,  tho  notarv  r.'ad  the  d-vd  of  mort- 
- '-■  .  Madame  de  I'nrtendiiere  pled-ed  all  her  proportv  until 
!•■'•  .1  nnlred  thousand  francs  lent  hv  flu-  doctor  to  the  Vi- 
"'!'it.'  -Iiniil.l  he  ropai.l.  with  th.'  interest,  calcuhitod  at  fivo 
I'l''  -nt  When  readin-  this  clause,  the  cure  looked  at 
M  iMivt.  wh,.  an-w.'ivd  the  .\hhe  hy  an  a[)[.rovin..r  nod.  Tho 
-  '!  sTM-t  went  to  s,,c.,!<  :,  f,,^v  „,„.,|,  ,,,  ,,,^^,  ,.,,^.  -^^  .^  ,^^^ 
■'•'".  .iud  she  ivplied  «|uite  auiliMy: 

'I  ■!•'  tint  cli<,(,,.e  to  owe  aii\ihin-  to  p.^ople  of  that  kind  " 

■  >!■    mnther  leaves  the  |)!ea-ante-t  part   to  me,"  said  Sa- 

1"  the  dnctor.     '-She  will  pay  you  all  the  nioney,  and 
t'>  me  to  he  LTratefu!." 
■■'■;!  .\oii  will  li,-i\c  lu  (Iml  eleven  ihoi-sai,.!  franc-  the  first 
'■■    ■•    ■•l>-'rved  the  cure,  "to  pay  the  l,iw  .u-ts." 

Miiisieur,"   said   Minoret   to   JJi..nis,   "as    Monsieur   and 
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iff 


Madame  dc  riiricndiKTc  arc  not  in  a  ixxiiion  to  pay  for  the 
registration,  add  ih.^  costs  to  tlic  capital  sumi.  and  l"  will  jwy 
tlicm."' 

Idoiiis  made  -oiin'  calcnlatioris.  and  the  wliolc  snrn  wa- 
fixcd  at  a  liuiidnMl  and  -even  thon-aiid  francs.  When  ,ill 
the  documents  uviv  si^qicd.  Minorct  plcailcd  t'ati;:nc.  and 
witlidrc»-  at  tlic  -amc  time  as  the  notary  -'ul  the  witnesses. 

■•Madame."  ^n\>\  tlie  .\l,h,'..  who  remained  with  the  Vi- 
conite.  "why  alTront  that  exeelleni  Miimri't.  who  has  -av-d 
yr.n  at  least  tw(>nty-five  thousan<l  franc-  in  Paris,  and  who 
liad  the  L'-ood  feclin::  to  leave  twenty  thousand  in  vour  sou's 
hands  foi  hi;:  deld?  of  honor?" 

"Your  :\Iin()ret  is  a  sly  fox."  said  she.  takin;:  a  pinch  of 
esuff.    "He  knows  very  well  what  he  i-  atiout." 

"My  mother  faiuaes  that  he  want<  to  force  me  to  inarrv 

Ills     W:ir(1     \i\-     su-iltim  in.r     iir,     ,,>ir.     )'.,,.,,,       ...     :P      ,      n,_».. ,!..'_ 
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arul  the  son  of  a  KiT^rannii't  eould  he  made  to  inarrv  a-aiii-^t 
his  will." 

An  hour  later  Savinien  made  his  appearance  at  the  doc- 
(or's.  when>  the  heirs  had  como  toir^ther.  moved  hy  ciiriodtv. 
The  arrival  of  the  yonnL'  Vicomte  produced  a  irreat  sensatieii. 
all  the  more  liccause  in  each  pcr-on  it  proceediMl  froni  a  dif- 
ferent emotion.  Me^denioistdlcs  Cremiere  and  ^^as■;in  whim- 
pered to^rctluT,  and  stared  at  T'rsnle.  who  blushed.  Tlif 
mothers  mnrmnred  to  Desire  that  Coupil  wa.-  v(tv  likelv  in 
the  ri^dit  as  reirarded  the  marriaL'c  'idle  eves  of  all  uepc 
then  eentered  on  the  doctor,  who  diil  not  ri^e  to  ^'reet  thi' 
yonn-r  nohleman.  hut  merely  irave  him  a  curt  how.  witlhiiit 
settin<r  down  hi-  dice-hox.  fc.r  he  \\a^  playinir  hackganiindii 
with  ^^0Ilsienr  ]^>ni:rand.  The  doctor's  cold  manner  -ur- 
prised  them  all. 

"Frsiile,  niy  d-ar."  he  said,  "..dve  us  a  little  nmsio." 
The  younL'  .L'ir!  wa-  onlv  too  happy  to  have  some  occuu;i- 
tion  ;  and  on  seeini:  h^r  huriy  to  the  piano  and  turn  over  tho 
LTeen-hound  vrdumc-.  the  exp<-ctant  heirs  re<i<rned  themselv.- 
witli  expressioiH  of  p'easure  to  the  torment  and  dlence  ahoiu 
to  I,.,  inflicted  on  !'!■  'I',  -o  ca-^'V  were  thev  to  detect  what  w.i- 
goini,r  ,,n  between  their  uncle  and  the  Portendneres. 
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li  liJippons  iif.i  iii)fn(|ii('nt';  t  ,-,  pj, .,.,..  poor  enough 
'!!'.  tint  plnvcd  ]>y  a  yoiint:  <:\  ■  ninlrr  tltf  strops  of  d 
•lu'LT.  ni;iv  proiliici'  inure  impn -inn  thim  n  i^riiiid  ovi-rt 
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inusic  tliorc  ho; 


cniiiposcr.  tlic  soul  of  the  ptT foriiior, 
V  ;i  yirivilcLrc  peculiar  tn  this  art  iilone.  cati  lend  pur- 


iml    poetry    to    plira- 


tin    irreat    mtr.nsif    value. 
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lay.  proves  the  truth  of  this  fact  on  the  p 


lano. 


iilreailv  done  on 


s  instniiueiit.  as  I'aLranini  had 

his  irrcat   genius  i-  ii,,t   sn  nuieli  a   nuisieia 


thf 


uhieh  heeon 


n  as  a 


II;  iinv  form  of  i 


H's  iiieainate.  and  which  ec)uld  (>\press  it.-olf 


nnsie,  even  m  sininlc  chords. 


t  i-Mde.    hy    her   c.vqui-ite   and    peril 


oils   organization. 


he- 


:"n-e,i  to  this  school  (.f  rare  ■.'cniu-:  hut  old  Srlmiuckc,  the 
i::^i-t'r  who  came  to  her  every  Saturdav.  and  who.  diirin*'  her 


IS 


'\'     n!e( 


I'aris,  had  gone  to  her  every  day,  had  develo|,ed  h 

LTift^  to  the  utmo-t  [lerfee; i,>n.     "K'uu-scaii's  Dream," 

piece  Crsiile  now  sel.'cted.  one  of  Herold's  voiithfiil  cotn- 


I'  '--i:"ii<,    is    not    lacking    in    a 
1 


certain    fiilm 


-s    which 


thf 


<••■  can   bring  out:    1  rsiile  ga\e   it    a   varictv  <A'  aLntated 


;i  .•!:l 


in--   which   ju-tilied    the   title   <d'   Cilprirr,   which    tlle    f 
i"ar>.     By  her  plaving.  at 


once  nielhtluous  and  dreamv, 


'111  spoke  to  the  Miul  of  the  voimg  man.  and  wra|n)ed 


IK.  as  it   were.  ,ii  a  cloud  of  al 


mo>t    vi>ihle  tlioii<:ht 


the  end  of  the  piano,  his  clh 


PI" 
He 


t.-ii 


It  r 


iw  re-ting  on  the  top, 

■ad  supported   hy  !ii<   left    hand,  ga/.ei]   in  admira- 

rsiile,   whose   cye>,    fixed    on    the   wainscot    t)evond, 

'■•i;.'d  to  \ti-  fniestioiiiii'/  some  mvstic  world.     .\  man  might 

'■••  I'.illen  desperately  in  love  for  le-s. 

i'riie    feeling-    haw    a    magnetic    piavi-r.    and    T'rsnle    in- 

ii'ii'd  to  reveal  her  -oiil  to  some  extent,  a-  a  co.piette  dresses 

•:'-'ii'  to  attract.     Sa\iiiicii  wa<  admitted  to  that  beautiful 


Hi.  i-arricd  a\wiv  liv  her  hi^art.  whic! 


1.  in  order  to  e\f)r(: 


liorrowed   the  power  of  the  only  art    which   -peaks  t 
ind  through  the  mind,  without  the  aid  of  words,  of  col 


or. 


irm.     Candor  ha-  t! 


ame  power  over  men  as  chij 


!la^,  the  same  charm.-  and  irresi-tiljle  attract 


loua ;  a 


nd 


Inl 


mo 


I'RSI'I.E   MIUOIKT 


^r.  'i 


T'r.-nli'  liiid  iii'vcr  Iinii  mop'  (■.iinliil  than  at  thi>  moinrnt. 
when  slic  was  wakiiiLr  m  a  new  life. 

Till'  Clin''  iMMii'  111  >iiati!i  tin'  yoim:„'  man  fn>m  hi-  droaiii? 
hv  asking:  him  to  lakr  thr  I'Miirth  h.im!  at  whi-t.  rrsulc  went 
on  })layii)u::  ihi'  hiir-.  k'i'i,  with  the  .'scfptinn  of  Do-in'',  wlio 
remaint'd  to  iincvtiirati'  the  iiiit'niion-.  of  his  unch".  of  the  Vi- 
f'fMiitc.  and  of  Cr-ulc. 

"Von  have  as  much  talent  as  d'l'linL'.  madcmoi-elle."  said 
Savitiii'ii.  wlii'n  tho  yiiiiiiLr  uirl  clo-cd  the  piano,  and  eanic  to 
sit  down  hy  licr  L;odfathi  r.     "Who  i-  voiir  ma-trrr" 

"A  (icrmaii  who  lives  (piite  do..,'  \,,  the  Rue  Dauphine.  on 
tlie  Quai-Conti."  said  the  doctor.  "If  he  liad  not  lieeii  <rjvi,t;r 
['rsiile  a  h'-son  every  (hiy  during''  "nr  -tav  in  Paris,  he  would 
liavc  heon  here  this  moriiiiiu^" 

"lie  is  not   onlv  a   'yreat    musician."   -aid    rrsiile.   "but  a 

luiin     PI    tne    iii'i-i    auiiiahic   -i  iiip]  ic!  j  \  ."' 

"Such  le,-s(Uis  niu-t   cost   very  dear!""  cried    I)e-Mv. 

The  player>  cNchanired  ironical  ;^laiiees.  When  tlio  f^aiiip 
wa^  ended,  the  doctor,  who  had  heen  ihouLdit  ful  all  the  eveii- 
iii;r.  tnrneil  to  Saviuicn  wiiii  the  e\]»re— ion  of  a  man  ixrievcd 
to  fulfil  a  painfid  dniv. 

"Monsieur."  he  -aid.  "T  am  nnieh  Lrratified  h\-  the  feeliri'.' 
whi-,-h  has  prompted  yoii  to  call  nu  me  -o  immeiliatelv  ;  !i;it 
your  mother  ascribes  to  me  a  diuihle  pnrpo-e  of  an  iLninliJc 
kind,  and  I  sliould  irive  her  tln'  riL'ht  to  do  -o  if  I  did  iv^' 
b(\<:  of  you  to  come  here  no  more,  in  spite  of  the  h"Uior  vuiir 
visits  do  nu'.  and  the  plea-nre  [  -hould  take  in  fu!tiva:iiv..' 
yotir  society.  My  lioiior  a?"l  my  peace  of  mind  rc(|uiro  tltn: 
we  should  uMvc  up  all  nci^'lihorly  inlercour,-e.  I'rav  tell  V"Mr 
mother  that  if  I'lo  not  nipi'-t  her  to  honor  us — mv  ward  an! 
myself — by  diniiiL'-  wjih  u-  next  Sundav.  it  i-  because  !  .w. 
perfectly  certain  iliat  on  iha!  dav  <]\f  would  he  indi-pc -cd."" 

The  old  man  otVcn  ,!  his  l.niul  to  the  \'icomte.  who  ])rc--"! 
it  ropi'ct ftdly.  aiid  mci(i\  -aid.  "^'ou  are  riLrht.  monsieur.'" 

lit'  went  away,  not  without  buwini:  to  I'r-ule  with  an  c\- 
pression  of  rcj^Tt't  rather  than  of  disai)poiniment.     Desire'  I  fr 
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liic  roDiii  a{  llif  .siiiR'  iiirdiiciit,  hut  lie  could  not  spoak  a  word 
uiiii  hiiii,  for  .Saviiii'.ii  iii-lied  Ikhiic 

Iwr  tuo  da\>  ihc  ciolucv-  IkI«i>ii  tlii'  I'ortciKhuTL'.s  and 
I':-  dodur  ua-  the  >ok'  ol.jtvt  of  ■■onwivatioii  auioiij,'  tlic 
i.>Ti|Hr.-.  wild  did  ju.-licc  to  ihc  acuiiini  ,,r  Dioms,  and  lic- 
'.'1  ilial  [Iw  iiiiicntancc  was  .-afc  And  ihu,-.  in  an  a^^o 
«',Mi  rank-  arc  leveled,  when  the  mania  inv  e(|iuilitv  puts 
•:di\idu.ds  en  the  .siine  fooiiii;:.  and  liircateii.-  evcrv  in- 
-'.uiiieii.  even  niilitarv  disciidinc — the  la.-t  cntrcnclunciu  of 
I" ''^er  in  France;  when.  con>e<|ucnily,  pa.-ion  lind.-  no  ob- 
-!,i.v>  to  he  o\erc(.!nc.  hut  pcr>enal  antipathies  or  inc(jualitv 
■•:  I'Miuiic.  the  oh-liiiaev  ef  an  old  wnnian  and  the  di-nitv  of 
l»'"!or  Minorct  had  rai.-cd  hetwecn  the>e  two  lovers  harriers 
»i:i.li.  as  usual,  were  fated  to  strcn.uthcn  rather  than  to  dc- 
-':  ■■  llieir  lo\c.  'i'o  ail  iniiia-sioiicil  m.;!n  a  \v-,i>!!;m;  i.-  worth. 
JIM  what  she  costs  iiini;  now,  Savinicn,  forcseein^^  a  stru^'j;k', 
■ie'!!-.  and  su.-pcn.-e,  which  aln^ady  made  the  youn^'  <,qrl 
(■:'-i"ii>  to  him.  wa>  determined  to  win  her.  iVrhap.-  uur 
;•■  :ii,_'>  uhey  tile  law  of  nature  as  to  the  duration  of  all  lier 
■'.r.nu:—,i  lon<r  life  has  a  h.n^r  ,.i|ji,ji„„,^i 

\'  \i  niornin<:,  on  wakin^:,  rr.-uie  and  Savinien  had  tiie 
siii!''  ide.i.  'I'his  commiinitv  of  fcelin^^  would  ^ive  i)irth  to 
' '•'■  i!  It  were  net  th<'  iiinst  delij^htfiil  proof  of  it-  existence. 
\\:  -11  ihi'  youn-  uirl  opene.i  licr  curtains  a  little  wav,  .<o  as 
!■'  J'\'^  lier  eyes  exactly  ^pacc  en  )u,i:li  to  look  acro-s  to  Sa- 
^.  i'li'-^  room,  slie  saw  her  lover"-  face  above  tii(>  window- 
•  ■'•iKiii;-  oppo.-ite.  Wiicn  we  rcii;enil)-r  the  immciHe  .-ervice 
-  ■    '■'  losers  in    windows,  ii  ^'cm-  oiiiic  iiainrai  that   thcv 

-  -:d    Im-   ta.M-d.      After   thus    piote-tin-    a_ain>i    lur    -od"- 

-  'i>    tiard-licartediicv-.    CrMil./    let    the    curtain.-    f,dl    to 

■   liid  opened  tile  window  to  cio-e  the'  ..ell  nan-.  liiroimh 
-iie  could  .-ee  witlioui   iicin._  -ecu.     She  wi'iit   up  t.»  her 
t   lea>t  .-even  of  ei.hi   tiiiM-  in  ilic  cour>!'  of  ihc  dav 
Ik  i.\-  .-aw  iheyoiini:  \'icomic  writing-,  tearin.ic  u\,  papors, 
I'liii;:  aiiaiii— to  her.  no  do, .hi  ! 
■     1  uiornin-.  wlieii  i,a  Houunal  wokc  I'lvulc.  she  '.'■  luded 
'•■■  following  letter: 


I. 


i^  ? 


y. 
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lit 


"To  MadciiHM-cllc  rrsiilc. 

■■Mai)i:.\1()1>i;i.i.i.,-  1  am  UDdcr  iv)  iiiisapprclicnsion  as  to 
the  suspicion  ol  which  ii  yoiiii-  man  must  i)c  the  object  whrii 
he  lia.>  placid  hiin.-clr  in  the  pnHiion  from  wliich  vmr 
^■iianlian  replied  nic  1  hcucclorth  must  oircr  bettor  ijuar- 
antccs  than  aiioihcr  man;  hence,  mademdi^clle,  it  is  with  \h- 
;;reate>t  humility  lliat  I  ihrow  my-rjf  ;it  ymir  feet  lo  av.,\v 
my  Invc.  'I'his  declaraiiun  i<  not  prompted  i-y  pa>>ion  ;  ii  ;- 
ba.-ed  on  a  certainty  uhich  will  la>t  my  lilV  thnni.irh.  A  maii 
jiassion  for  my  youn-  aunt  .Madanir  de  K.T-arouct  brou-iu 
me  to  imjirisonment  ;  will  y.,u  not  iv.ard  a,-  a  mark  of  the 
sincerest  ln\e  the  complete  eiracrmeu'  n(  evei-y  memory,  tin- 
sub>titntion  for  that  inui-e  m  my  heart  nf  y,,ur  nun  ?  Frau 
the  moment  when  I  .-aw  y,.u  a..-.!ee!).  and  "so  lovelv  in  \uur 
childlike  slund)c'r>.  at  Bc)nron.  v.)u  have  liiied  m\  xml:!- :i 
(pU'cn  holds  pn.-.-e->ion  of  her  realm.  I  will  ha\e  no  v,  ift 
hut  you.  Vou  have  every  perfection  I  can  Innk  for  in  •!)> 
woman  who  ir-  to  bear  my  name.  'I'lie  education  y..u  have  re- 
ceived, and  the  diirnity  of  \(mr  soul.  ipia!if\  \  .u  fur  tik- 
hi<:hest  position,  p.ut  1  am  lou  dillidenl  of';nx>elf  t..  at- 
temiit  lo  paini  voii  to  yoiir>elf:  1  can  ..niy  love  vou.  .\licr 
liearin.iT  you  ]ilay  last  ni^dit.  I  rememhered  the-c  iines.  winch 
seem  to  have  been  written  on  vou: 

"•Made  to  attract  the  liearl  and  cliarm  tile  eve.  at  nnu- 
gentle  and  intelleclua'  w-itv  and  n  a,M,nahic.  a-  pulidieil  a- 
thoii^di  she  had  spent  licr  life  ai  court-,  as  .-imple  as  tin  iv- 
cluse  wlio  lias  n^'ver  .-ecu  the  world,  the  lire  of  her  .-niil  i- 
tenipered  in  hertyi'-  by  diviin'  modi->tv." 

"1  have  felt  the  value  (d'  the  beauiifu!  .-oul  which  revcal- 
itsolf  in  you  by  the  >mallest  tliin.->.     This  is  u  hat  irivcs  nw 

the  courage  to  a.-k  you  —  if  as  _\ct.  you  love  no  on to  i\\l>« 

iiic  to  prove  to  you.  by  my  can'  and  my  condurt.  that  I  ini 
worthy  of  you.  My  life  depend^  on  it;  you  cannoi  d  .'.i!.; 
that  all  my  jioucrs  .-hall  bo  employed  not  merdv  to  jil^a^' 
you,  but  yet  more  to  merit  _\our  cM.hiii,  whidi  will  to  !i;v 
outwei<.;h  that  of  all  the  rc-i  of  the  w.-rld.  In  :  his  \i'-]'<: 
Lrsule,  if  you  will  permit  iiic  ^o  to  name  vou   m   mv  Ik  art 


^m?'  ^m  •^'-'■•^^■:        m^f^^ji 


'Hmm^ 


THE  MiNoitET  riiorrnTv 


inf) 


,!  .' 


I  unrsliiji.  \(>iii()iirs  will  \, 
^t   nn(KTtakin;,'<  will  only  j 


:-.  ;it   vriiir  Icct,  a-  we   lav  all  at   the  tl 
li'.  liieii.  thai  I  iiia\-  call  iiiv.-.i'lf  Y 


niy  paradiso.  and  the  most 
only  I. nil,--  tw  j.ns  which   I  shall 


rone  of  (iod.     'IVll 
OLK  S.VVIMKX." 


i-iilc  kisx'd  thi>  letter;  tl 


iii:'  It    with   I'aiitu 


icn,  after  rcadinir  it  a<:: 


jitiii'i.ii-  ge.-tiire. 


•>"■  ii  to  luT  <'o(llatlier. 


he  (|r.>~.(l   t^ 


lin.  and 
'j:i>  and 


■'iraeKiUs   11( 


aven  I    I    w 


my  prayers '. 


IS  on  the  [lomt   of 


A  n  on 


her  piic-l) 


lie  exclaimed,  tiirnitin-  | 


in.u^  without 
ia<  i\  and  knecl- 


iCll. 


\         W    miilUIe,-    later   >he    Wellt    d. 


nd  her  ^.Miardian.  in  whom  .>he  t 


wn  t(i  till'  ;:ardrn.  wh 


'i'hey  .-at   together  m 
aciiii:  tile  lliine.-e  pa 


^'ilVe    .Na\l!l 


ere 
i.'ii"-  Icitcr 


1  a 


hcneh  under  the  elum|)  of 


paviliu 
-peak,  and  he  -it  niediiatiiu 


iii!j.:iiicnt  'iirl 


n.        I'lMlle    Waiteil    fur   til 

much  too  Inii^'  a  time 


many,  the  ouiinme  ,if  ||i,,j 


•nee   vv 


;is  the  loljowing  letter,  which  the  doctor  had 


ictated  m  lui 


r  secret 


no 


\l,,Nsii;i  •([,-- J 


aiiiiot    fail   t( 


in  wliieh  y..!i  uflVr  me  \our  hami  ;  I 


rnnch   honored   hv   tli 


■mr-e  with  -he  nilo  j  h;,\v  l«vn  hrou-l 


il      tieloi'e     I 

and    whi'iii 


)ut  at  my  aL'-c.  and 
I'  lip  in.  I  had 


iiv    .iruaiilian,    w  . 
'i\e    as    lidtji 


■  t'ien.  arc  th' 
iN'ist  serv 


painful   ohjivtioii-   h. 


i-on-';tiiic-    iiiv    whoh 


ii    a    iriep.i. 
•  IS   raised,  and 


allier   an 


'■  a>  m\-  reiih  • 


nsieur  le  ( 'i,\\ 


depend-  eiiiirch    n,,i    dtil 


It'-,  am   hut  a  poor  jrirl.  whose  f 


ii   also  on  the  <lnul,tfu!   issue  of  {] 


y  ell  mv  i:odfaii 


lit  11  n 


ler  <   i^ood- 


'•vade   the    ijl-wij 


ic  measures  lie  car 


'Wards   me 


1   am  the  leu!iim:;|..  (hi! 
'  th"  4.')tli  infantr 
;''    half-hrm 


"1    his   next   of   k 


\"  1 11 . 


t"  n|-  .1,,., 


1-.     \ 


;ht  a,uainst  a  vuiii 


y  rcLiinieiit.  as  h 
her.  a   >uil.   however 


ph  .Miidiiet.  hand- 

c  wa-  my  ;.'-iMrdiairs 

iiinv.iMuiahir.   riiav 


lu-  .LTirl.  who  will  i! 


Ii^l!     lie    1 


on   SW, 


elellee- 


monsieur.  that  my  slender  j.rospects  are  not 


.^liJb^^ 


i  '  I 
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the  worst  of  my  nii.-fortuiics.  I  have  iiiMny  rca>on>  for  Im- 
niilily.  It  i^  lor  your  sake,  and  no!  for  niv  own.  tli.ii  I 
lay  hrfort'  \oii  ilu>c  coiisiilcratioii^.  wliiili  oftfii  Wfi::li  hut 
li-rhtly  on  lovm-  nnd  ilcvoicd  heart-,  I'.ul  you  must  taki' 
into  (•on.Mdfraiioii  ih.'  la.i  that  if  I  did  not  ni'uv-riit  thcin  1,1 
you,  I  iiiiolit  he  Mi-|ir(  led  ,,f  wi.-lim--  lo  induce  your  alf.cii.n 
to  overlook  ohMacIo-  whiili  the  uorhi,  and.  ahovc  all,  voiir 
niotlicr.  Would  think  in.Mirinounlahli'.  In  four  niouilis  1  .^liall 
be  sixteen.  Vou  will  iierhaps  aekiiowh d-v  that  we  are.  hoih 
of  us,  too  youn;:  and  lo.i  inexperienced  to  >tru;:,-le  with  t!ii' 
penury  of  a  life  he-un  on  n.i  foiiune  hut  what  1  po,-,'..- 
through  the  kindnes-  of  tiie  hUe  .Mon>ieur  de  .lordy.  I5e.-id.-. 
my  guardian  wi.-hes  that  I  should  not  nuirry  hefore  the  a-c 
of  twenty.  Who  can  tell  what  fate  may  have  in  store  for 
vou  ''  riiiir  the>e  four  vrai-  the  he^t  <,f  .•,,,.■.  i.c.v  1  >.,  ., ,. 
spoi     t  for  the  sake  of  a  jioor  j:irl. 

avii        tliiis    explained    to    you.    nioii.Meur.    the    rea.-on, 
gi\'      by         dear  guaidian.  who.  far  fnnu  oppo.-in^^  mv  happi- 
'o  colli  ril.uie  to  it  wiih  all  his  power,  and  uIki 
iii.s  {irotectioii — which  will  soon   l)e  hut    feeiik-— 
;n   a'^'ctioii  e(|iial   lo   hi>  own.   il   oiilv   reiiiaiiis 
.   how  deeply  1  am  touched  by  \our  otl'er  and  i!r' 
ni.  -MI-  vou  have  added  to  it.    'I'iie  prudence  wiucii 
.m.-u        -  that  of  an  old  man  who  knows  life  wi'll; 
'ide        iust  e.\p''ess  is  that  of  a  young  girl  wh'i.-e 
•  c'        'm   has  .is  yet  entered. 
ref  I  all  truth  sign  myself  your  faithful  .ser- 

ru.siLi:  MiiiouiiT." 

!ot   reply.     Was  he  trying  to   inlluence  hi« 
a  :•  letter  extinguished  lii.~  love?     A  thou.-aiid 

>uch  (jue.-iion-.  ail  unanswerahle.  tortured  I'rsule.  ami  hv  n- 
lie.x  action  the  doctor,  too.  for  he  suffered  under  the  sliu!i!f>t 
agitation  that  di-tiirhed  hi>  ('ear  child.  I'rsiile  often  went 
up  to  her  room  and  looked  across  at  Savinien,  whom  she 
could  see  seated  ai  lii-^  taMe.  d,  ,.p  in  thought,  and  often  turn- 
ing to  glance  at  her  window.s.     it  was  not  till  the  end  of  the 


]ie.-> 

d.  - 

hop) 

rej»l 

for  ! 

wan 

'■0 

diet; 

■s  ■ 

l.llt 

(»  I 

^oui 

no 

-•! 

can 

\ 

S; 

vini 

moll 

err 

..^ 
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•  ■  !l'.H  s!i<.  rcrnv,..]  this  i..tt,.r  r,,,,,,  Savinicn,  whogo  de- 
i.  uas  I'.xpliiincd  in-  an  iiicri-iiso  of  his  l.ne: 


M 


■|'i;\i{  I'lisi  i.i:,_T 


i(lfiii(,i>(.Il(>  ['rs.ile  Miroiiei. 


.ill  I    ulirll    (ilK,.    I    l|;,v,.    „,.„I 


•■r"  is  soinctliintr  of  tlic  Rrcton  i 


n  me. 


liif  ;i|tt'r  It. 


Ai.  I  .i!l  I  ask  is  to  I 


'■  "P  "ly  Miind,  iioihiiii,'  can  make 

onr  -uardiaii— w|„„„  „iay  (I.mI  |,.nir  preserve! 

icn,  fur  loviiii,'  vou? 


--["■'•»V<tly  ri-ht.    Hut  am  I  to  hhnnc/tl 


now-  whether  vou  1 


ii  si^'n.  and  then  tliese  f 


ove  me 


Tell 


nie,  if 


-^  of  my  life  I 

"A  friend  of  mine  h 

I'-'inMiiit,  a  letter. 


our  years  will  indeed  bo  the 


IS  conveyed  to  niv  uncle.  Ad 


II  which  1  asked  h 


miral  de 


iiito  the  navy.     The  kind  old 
iinswered  that  the  Kin^r' 


lis  iiitluence  to  fjet 


man     tnn 


.I„.,l   1, 


'  >     "11  \     iiuS 


tr.it •>  In  rule  if  I  wis! 


I!i>.l: 


'f  study  at  '    .ulon,  tl 


H'o  to  take  rank.     11 


nomination  would  he  con- 


owever.  a 


fter  t 


ireo 


toreman  of  the  st( 

with  whom  we  are  at  war.  I 


U"  minister  can 
'cra^'c:  then,  after  a 


liliice  me  in  a 
cruise  ajrainst 


"•■'••"iH'a  naval  cadet.     If  I  should  ,1 


can  pass  an  examination 


•\p<'dition    to    he   sept    a; 


;:l!Il!\- 


made  suh-Iieiitenant  ;  hut  I 


isliiiiruish  mv.self  ii 
nin^t    AI.iri.Ts.    I    shouM 


I'iit.  at  any  rate,  t 
■  [■■"lide  to  reinstate  tl 


^'er- 

low  soon  ?     .\()  on,,  can 
he  uiade  as  elastic 


io  re^'ulation-  nil! 

le  name  of  Portenduere  on  the 


navv- 


•it 


il.-.-.;!'!; 


-",  win  you  onlv  throu-h  yonr  -uardian,  I  sec  and 
■■••  i>"<'t  tor  him  makes  you  the  dearer  to  mv  heart'  So 
■  "Vh'n<:  I  will  seek  an  interview  with  him  ;  on  his' 
•r  mv  whole  future  must  depen.l.  Com,,  what  mav  he- 
':■•■  "'"t.  rich  or  poor,  the  dau-diter  of  a  handnia.ster  or 
■^^'^~.  you  are  to  me  her  whom  th,.  voice  of  mv  heart  ha-s 

-'■    Trsule.   we   live   at    a    time   wln-n    prejudiee.    which 

•  """I'l  l>ave  parted   us.  ha.   no  lon.-er  power  enon-d. 
•"!•■'■'""•  '"arria.^e.     All   tl,.   f..,.|in,.s  of  mv   heart  an> 

•  ■";d  10  your  un.h.  ]  wiM  .],,.  .„eh  guarantees  as  may 
'i'ii  of  your  hai  pines...     He  dues  not  know  that  I 
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til 


have  loved  you  more  in  a  IVw  iiiinutos  liuin  he  has  lovt-d  you 
in  fifteen  years! — Till  this  esemiig." 

"See  here,  jjodfather!"  said  Ursule,  holding  out  the  letter 
with  an  impulse  of  pride. 

"Ah  I  iriy  ehild,"  cried  the  doctor,  after  readintr  the  lett>T, 
"1  am  more  <.'lad  tlian  you  an'.  By  t!iis  determination  iim 
Viconite  has  made  up  for  all  tiis  misdeed.-." 

After  dinner,  Savinien  called  upon  the  doctor,  who  w,'b 
just  then  walking  with  I'rsule  ity  the  balustrade  of  the  river- 
tcrraee.  The  Vieomte  had  received  his  clothes  from  Pari?, 
and  the  lover  had  not  omitted  to  enhance  his  personal  ail- 
vantages  by  dressing  as  carefully,  as  elegantly,  as  though  it 
were  to  charm  the  handsome  ami  haughty  ("omtesse  de  K"r- 
paroui't.  (»n  seeing  him  advaiuc  from  the  outside  ^tep^,  ihe 
poor  ehild  clung  to  her  uncle's  arm  exactly  as  if  she  were 
trying  to  save  herself  from  falling  into  an  abyss,  and  the 
doctor  heard  the  deep,  hollow  throbi)ing  of  her  lieart  ;  it  made 
him  shudder. 

"IjOiive  us,  my  ehild."  he  said  to  his  ward,  who  went  to 
sit  down  en  the  steps  of  the  pavilion,  after  sutTering  Savinii'D 
to  take  her  hand  and  kiss  it  respectfully. 

"Monsieur,  will  you  Lnve  that  dear  creature  to  a  ship's  cip- 
tain?"  said  tlie  young  Vieomte  to  tlie  doctor  in  a  low  voict . 

"No,"  said  Minoret  with  a  smil(\  "we  might  have  too  Innir 
to  wait,  but — to  a  ship's  lieutenant." 

Tears  of  joy  stood  in  the  young  nuin's  eyes,  and  he  grasped 
the  old  man's  hand  very  wanuly. 

"Then  I  shall  go,"  he  said,  "to  study,  and  try  to  learn  in 
six  months  what  the  pupils  of  the  naval  college  leam  in  six 
years." 

"Go?"  cried  rrsule,  flyiuL'  towards  them  from  the  stnp?. 

"Yes.  mademoiselle,  to  deserve  you.  So,  the  more  !iii.-te 
I  put  into  it,  the  mon*  affection  I  <hall  show  for  you." 

"To-dav  is  the  3rd  of  October."  said  she.  hwiking  at  Mm 
with  infinite  tenderues-;.     '"Start  after  the  IHth." 

"Yes."  said  the  old  man;  "we  will  keep  the  feast  of  Saint- 
Savixiicn," 


.^ 
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I'liHi.   <roo<l-l,y,>."  ..x.laiMicd   the   vi.iitli.     "I 


till-  u,rk   in   I'nris  to  lake  the  [)n'l 
'"■'par.itinn-:.  and   hny  th,.  l„,()k-.  and   t 


14.3 


must  spoil (1 


iiiifiit- 


?i(  id  :  I 


iMimarv  stops:,  make  my 
II'  inatlicmatical   in- 


'•  make   mv   way.  too.   in   tl 


.''•■■I'l-.  ■Hid  win  tlio  m.xt  favornl.I..  ,-.,nd 


'■-iilr  and  lid-  .^odfatl 


itii 


KT  \vt  lit   Willi  Sav 


H'  minister  r< 
ris  p.issihie." 


\    ■■  '•    -•■•111-    Inn,    ;ro    i,,,,,    |,j,     „„„|„.rV     1|,,|,,^,_    J, 


"it  attain,  fnllowed  l.v  Tiennetl 


iviinni  to  the  frate. 


lev  saw  lum 


e.  ear 


an. 


ryin-  a  little  port- 


IV.   if 


yon  are  rieli,  do  yon  compel  Iiim  to  >. 


!„.| 


or. 


.-aid   I'rsiile  to  the  do'et 

ii've  you  will  .-on;,  think  it  was  I  wl 


orve  in  the 


-aid   tier  nnele,  siniliiiir.      "I 


iv  .lar 


in  eontraetod  his 
'lo  not  eonijiel  Iiim. — 


ii'ii:.  a  iiniforiii  and  the  ('r,w<  nf  f),„  r 


uoii  111  haitic  will 


lie  may  rise  to  command 


"ipe  out  many  a  smirch.     In  f( 


our 


:i  ^^hlp.  and  that  is  all  I  nsk 


\U^     I 


nay  he  killed."  >he  said,  sliowini:  the  doctor  a  wl 


lite 


•\'T-.  h 


ke  drunkards,  have  a  IVovid.ii,,.  „f 


I  he  d'tcior  liLrhll 
;""r  child.  iinkiiMuii  to 


thiir  own. 


-i     Ol     111 


r  lieautifiil  hm_'  fair  hair  |. 


li'  I  !■■",! fa! her.  rut  off  at 


ni'dit 


■IV-     later,     -^he     iier-iiadi  ■;!     ! 


niaki'  a  chain  :  t! 


len. 


to  proii:,.-e  that  h 


H'f      iiiii-ii-ii]a,~ter.      ol 


I'ld  that  the  eh.iin  >hiiiild  I 


'•  Willi, d  -<■<■  that  th 


e  liair  was  not 


le  liiii-h.'d 


for  t 


!li!av. 


le  tollow- 


!!..it    •!.■    !i 


.iMni.'n"-  ivturii.  he  inforu-.d  tl: 


A-  the  d 


''  doctor  and  his  ward 

"•r.-;  he  wa-  to  he  at   I'.ivM   hv  the 

'"•tor  invited  him  to  dinner  ,.ii  the   ist'h.  he 


id  -i,i:neil  his  pai 


•'  .I'lno-t  the  whole  of  two  davs  at 
■     -"-t    prudent    warniiii:-;.   the  I 


.'11-  li.iii- 


-    from    hetraviuL'   tl 


mer<   coiiii!    I 
1. 


'■:  and  m  spit( 
hind 


er 


•lu-i 


Ice.  tlie  iMWii  diMicf, 


leir   mutual    uni!er>tandinir   t 


iieii.    .-aid  tl 


I. a  1'. 


'Uirival. 


"'  Old  man.  "voii  arc  ri- 


ot   kcepiiiM^  the  -ecret  to  Vour-clves. 


kini:  voiir  ha 


PP 


^i-t.  on  the  fete  da  v.  aft 


IT  ma-s.  durin-:  which  thev  ha' 


li 


i    i 


m 
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cMliiiii^'cd  diiiicc.-.  Siu  iiiii  II.  \\;it(!iiil  fnr  Itv  I'tMiIi'.  (•rn--M! 
tilt'  stnu't  and  <amc  into  t'l-'  litllf  .mhI'TI.  wIhtc  ihfv  I'u  ;  ,| 
thciiiM'lvcrJ  nliiio-t  aluiH-.  'i'o  iii'liilu'''  tln'tn.  tlii'  ^.'ninl  in, in 
sat  rciidinir  lii-  \yA\»-r  in  tin'  t'hiiH'-c  pavilion. 

*'I)»'ar  rr.-iilc,"  -nid  Snvinii'n.  *"wi!i  y<iii  ^dvc  me  a  ^Trntrr 
honn  ihan  inv  iimtlu  r  could  if  >lic  were  to  </\vv  mv  lifo  ,i  -■,•. 
ond  tiiiR'?" 

'•I  know  what  voii  woiild  a>k  inc."  -aiil  rr-ujr.  inlcnii;'!- 
in;,'  iiini.  "iicn'.  ilii-  is  my  an-wrr."  :-hi'  add..!,  ;is  sli<'  (■"!; 
out  c)f  tlu'  jiockct  of  luT  apron  the  ctiain  made  of  her  liiir, 
and  ;:a\c  it  liini  with  a  ihtvoiis  i  rcinhlinu'  lliat  hi'traycil  Ilt 
t'xct'ssivo  joy.  "Wfar  this  for  tiiy  sake."  siio  said.  "Mav  iiiv 
j;ifl  avert  from  von  rvt-ry  prril  iiy  n'lnindin;:  you  that  luv 
life  1?  one  with  your>  I" 

■'Ah.  the  little  roirue !  ^he  is  L''vintr  iiim  a  chain  of  ri'T 
hair,"  said  til'  dortor  to  himself,  '•jliw  could  -he  do  it  ?  <  :t 
her  lie.iutiful  fair  hair! — Why,  she  would  j:ive  hiiii  mv 
blood  !" 

"And  will  you  think  it  very  odious  of  mo  i^  I  a-k  von.  ho- 
fore  We  part,  to  rive  me  your  formal  promise  that  yi>n  uill 
never  have  any  hu-iiaiid  h"t  me''"*  -aid  Saviuien,  k'  -wv: 
till'  chain,  and  lookin.ix  at  I  rsule.  >vliile  he  enuld  no;  rt'- 
strain  one  tear. 

"If  I  have  not  told  vou  so  too  pininlv  already — I  uh>)  W'tit 
to  paze  at  the  walls  of  a  pri-on  when  you  were  inside."  -h.v 
answered  with  a  deep  hliisli,  "I  repeat  it  now.  Savinieii.  I 
shall  never  lo\i'  any  one  hut  you,  and  will  never  marry  any 
one  else.  ' 

Seeiiiir  that  Frsule  was  halfdiiddeii  amonji  tlio  creepers. 
the  yoiiiii:  nuin  could  not  resi-t  the  pleasure  of  claspiri'.'  Inr 
to  his  heart  and  ki--inir  her  toivhciid  ;  hut  she  ^ave  a  !i- 
Hcream,  and  dropjud  nii  to  the  luiieh  :  and  when  Sa\;.'i.'n 
sat  down  i»y  her.  iinploriiii:  her  ])ardon.  he  saw  the  li'i'ter 
standing'  in  front  of  them. 

"Mv  L'ood  felliiw."  -aid  he.  "Trsule  is  a  -eiisitive  ]']:\v< : 
a  hard  word  mi,i:ht  kill  her.  For  her  -ake  you  sh:.i:!il 
moderate  the  expression  of  your  love.     Ah  I  if  you  had  leV'  . 
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licr  for  lifti'cn   \ciir<,   \nii   wunlil   Iuim-  takt-n   luT  word."  he 
;i.;i!rii.  Ill  rcvfii'M'  for  tiif  lii>l   wniiN  of  Sav  iiiii'ii's  letter. 


'I\w>  (Imvn  later  Saviiiieii   left.      In  -pile  of  ilie  letters  he 


w  i-i 


re''iilarlv 


to  I- 


r-llle 


he  wa-i  a  victim  to  a  inaladv 


that 


no   evident    eaiiM 


,ike    a    tine 


fniil    attaeked    hv    n 


ii_';.'oI.  one  thouizht  \va<  eatiii;.''  her  lieart  out      She  lost  her 
•  lite   and   her   hri^rht    color.      When    iier   ^jndfather   first 
:.r,\  her  wliat  .she  was  feeliiiLr: 

■  I  want  to  .see  the  >ea."  -he  .-aid. 
ii   is  ditlieiilt   to  lake  yon  to  a  sca[)nrt  in  tlie  month  of 

• '  i:  her!"  said  the  old  man. 

'Then  shall  I  j.'o!'"  said  -he. 

I"  ihe  wind  was  hii:h.  I'rsule  was  m  a;:onies.  heliovinp, 
-Pile  of  iiie  iearnei]  oi(>ei"\aiioii>  of  her  -odtatihT,  tiic 
r.   and    the  .Iiisticc.   that    Savinien    wa-    warrin''   with   a 


■i;<ane 


The  .Ilistice  made  1 


ler  haiip 


v  for  a  few  davs  with 


n'lii  represent  in;.'  a  n 


aval  cadet  in  his  uniform.     Slie  read 


-jiapers.  lielievinL'  that  they  would  jrive  her  news  of 
raise  in  which  Savinien  was  entja^ed.  She  devoured  the 
iriii;:  novels  of  Cooper,  and  !■  inied  the  meanintr  of  sea 
!-.  Those  proofs  of  a  fixed  idea.  -  .  often  alTeeted  hv  other 
'11.  Were  so  perfectly  natural  in  Trsiih-  that  she  fore-avv 
dream  every  letter  from  Savinien,  and  never  failed  to 
■t  iheir  arrival  h\   relating'  the  premonitory  dream. 

he  diK'tor.  on  the  fourth  occasion  when 

hoiit  the  doetor  and  tlie  cure  heinjr  at 

am  1  i<v:  however  far  awav  Savinien 


•    \m\V, 


-iirpr 


saifl  sli(>  t 
happened 
ised  ;  "now, 


■e.  it  he  Were  wound 


noiiii 


1  fe<'l  it  at  the  «anio  nio- 


■le  old  phvsician  sat  iilnn'^cd  m  deep  im 


ditat 


ion.  will  eh 


dire  fniiii  the  e\pre>>ioii  of  hi-  face,  the  .In-tice  and  tl 


le 


:ion 


Ldit  must  he  sorrowfi 


Wiiat 


IS  wroULT 


thev  a.-ked   him.  when   Trsule  had  left 


tou'ether. 


■\Vi!l  she  live?"  reiilied  the  old  doctor,     "fan  so  frail  and 
!'T  a  Hower  withstand  the  angui.-h  of  her  heart?" 
lo 


;     3 
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Moainvhilc  llic  "little  (inamcr."  as  the  eir  '  called  her, 
worked  iridefaiiual)!}- :  ^  iie  uinlerstorid  tiic  iinportanco  to  a 
woman  of  the  wurld  of  extensive  iiifnrinatiMii ;  and  when  she 
wa.s  not  stiidviiiir  ^in.iiin.tr.  hannnnv.  ur  e<inii>o>ilion.  she  spent 
Ikt  time  in  reailmu''  the  book^  eho.-en  for  her  in  her  godfather"^ 
extensive  iii)raiT. 

While  leadini:  this  busy  life  -he  -utlVivd  iniieh.  hut  she  did 
not  complain.  Soim-time-  -lie  wiuild  -it  f  u-  hniirs  L''azin,i:  at 
Savinien's  window  oppnsite.  On  Sunday,  as  she  eanie  from 
church,  she  followed  Madame  r],.  I'ortendnere.  \vatehin,L'  her 
tenderly,  for  in  spite  of  her  ^ternness  she  loveil  her  as  being 
Savinien's  mother.  Iler  piety  wa-  doubled  :  >lie  wt'Ut  to  mass 
every  mornini:,  for  she  (irmly  believed  that  her  dreams  were 
a  special  /^race  from  <!od. 

Alarme<l  by  the  ravaires  of  this  nostal.Lna  of  love,  on  I'r- 
sule's  birthday  her  jrodfather  promised  to  take  her  to  Toulon 
to  see  the  deiiartiire  of  the  tleet  for  .Muiers  without  announc- 
injr  their  purpose  to  Savinieii.  who  wa.s  sailing  witli  it.  Tho 
Justice  and  the  cure  kept  the  -ecret  of  the  doctor's 
intentions  with  regard  to  this  journey,  which  seemed  to  he 
undertaken  for  the  beiiellt  of  Ursule'-  health,  and  which 
j)uzzled  tlie  heirs  very  greatly. 

After  having  seen  Savinien  oTiee  more  in  his  uniform. 
and  after  going  (Ui  hoard  the  line  tlaLi-hin  of  the  admir.il. 
to  whom  the  mini-ler  had  especially  ri'commen<led  youii!: 
Portenduere,  rrsule.  at  her  friend's  desir(>.  went  to  inhale 
the  soft  air  of  Nice,  and  travele(l  along  the  Mediterranean 
coast  as  far  as  Cenoa,  where  she  had  news  of  the  arrival  of 
the  licet  before  Algiers  and  a  good  report  of  the  landing.  Tiie 
doctor  would  gladly  have  continued  the  journey  across  It.dv. 
as  much  to  divert  l'r>ule's  luind  as  to  com]ilete  her  education 
and  eidarge  her  ideas  by  comparing  manners  and  >eenerv. 
and  by  the  dcdights  of  ,-i  iaml  where  the  greatest  works  of  art 
are  to  be  seen,  aiul  where  so  many  civilizations  have  left  glo- 
rious traces;  hut  the  news  of  the  op]io-iiion  to  the  thnnv' 
shown  hv  the  electors  of  the  famous  ChaiidMT  of  18;^0  cal'-ii 
him  back  to  France,  wluthcr  he  brought  his  ward  home  m 
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;i  iil'Miniin^'  ?tate  of  hcaltli.  and  !iap;)v  in  tho  poiJsc^sion  of  a 


-!!;.lll    lIKlllcl   o 


1   the  >])]] 


I  nil  which  Na\nii('ii  was  .-(tviiii^. 


■i, 


•tioTl>    of    IS.'iO    ■'; 


IVi'  CMhc-loil    to  t  lie 


M 


mon 


■\  h 


I'irs; 


•  !■.  l;v  the  advi(H^  of   (ioiipi!   aii'l   of    Dr-in''   Minorct.  thov 


riiiril  ;i  coiiinntti't'  a 


t  X. 


nioiir- 


wh 


Mfnrfs  the  Tiilicral 


.iidat 


I'  was  ri'luriicd   for   Fniitaiiu'lilca 


II. 


M 


issiii   c\( 


iiir!i-c  inlluciici'  over  tho  count rv  vrFtcr-.     Fivo  of  tho 


111,1 


-ivi's   fanners  also 
!i.i!i  eleven   votes.      I 


rtod 
post- 


liad   Votes,      Dionis   represented  more 


>v   nieetmLT  at    tlie   notaiT 


reiniere. 


M 


Ml.  the  postmaster,  and  their  adhen-nts  >:ot  into  a  habit 
M  nihlini:  there.     On  the  doctor's  return. 


Dioni? 


room 


i./.i  ilius  h. 


leconie  tlieir  eanipin^^  <rroun( 


1. 


.Iiistiee  and  tlie  Mavor.  who  tlien  eonil)ined  to  resist 


l.ihcrals  of  \ 


eniours,  \v( 


re  Ijoaten  by  the  ()|)position  ii 


the  efforts  of  tlie  "-entrv  in  tlie  niMLdr 


Hirliood,  an( 


I 


th'ir  defeat  b(uind  them  very  ('lo>ely  top'ther.  Wiien  Bon- 
!  and  the  Abbe  Chaperon  t(tlil  the  doctor  of  the  result 
i-  aiita-'onisin,  which  had  divided  Xeinours,  for  the  fust 


LTiil' 


lilll 


Mto  two  parties,  and  had  iriv 
(■li;irle<  X. 


was  iU 
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l'''~ire  Minoret  received  the  ribbon  of  the  Le;:ion  of  JTonor, 
'  1  w,i>  appointed  Deputy  to  the  Piililie  Prosecutor  at  Fon- 
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emours.  in  the  iilacc  of  tlie  Sieur  Tjovrault, 


i<'   town   council    was    then   <'oniposed    of   Minoret-Lo- 
dcjiuty-mayor,  of  ]\Iassin,  Creiniere,  and  all   the  fol- 
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d  only  ke])l  his  a])poiiitnicnt  as  Ju>tiee  by  the  in- 
lii:-  son.  who  was  made  Public  Prosecutor  at  Melun, 
ih   .^^adenloi^clle   Levrault  seeming  at   that 
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When  thrfo  per  cents  uviv  <l.,',v!i  to  forty-fivo,  thf>  doctor 
pot  out  to  post  to  Paris,  am]  itr.c^n,!  five  hniKlrcd  and  forty 
thousand   fran.-s   in  ccrtificaH's  i,,   the  l.rarcr.      'I'ho  re*t  of 
\m   fortuni".  aniountin.t,'  to  ahoul    two  hundred   and   seventy 
thousand  francs,  placed  likewise  in  tii<'  funds,  yielded  nonii'- 
nally  fift(vn  tiiousand  fr.nu's  a  year.     H(   invented  in  the  same 
way  the  money  left  to  I'rsule  hy  the  old  professor,  as  well  as 
thceiixht  lliou~an<!  francs  of  nine  vcar>"  accumulated  interest 
which,  with  the  help  of  a  small  addition  mi  his  part  to  nuke 
U  uj)  to  a  round  sum,  hrou-ht  in  fourteen  hundred  franc,  a 
year  to  his  ward.      In  ohedienc(>  to  her  masti-r's  advice.   La 
Rou-ival  also  would  <ret  three  hund     d  and  fiftv  fraiu-s  a  vear 
hy  investin^^r  in  the  same  way  her  five  thousand  and  od<l  francs 
of  savin^r.s.     These  prud.'ut  steps,  as  planned  hy  the  doctor 
and  his  friend  Bon.irrand,  were  taken  in  perfect  secreev  under 
favor  of  the  political  excitement.     When  calm  was  more  or 
less  H'storcd.  the  doctor  yuircliased  a   little  house  adjoining 
his  own.  and  i)ulled  it  down,  as  well  as  the  wall  of  his  court- 
yard, to  construct  on  the  ^rround  a  coach-house  and  stahles. 
That  he  should  spend  capital  hearing:  a  thousand  francs  in- 
terest seemed  to  all  the  .Miiioret  heirs  pure  insanity.     This 
supposed  craziness  was  the  he,<rinnin.ir  of  a  new  era  in  the  doc- 
tor's life:  at  a  moment  when  liorses  and  carria<res  \\\n-v  beint: 
almost  given  away,  he  brought  from   Paris  three  fiue  horses 
and  a  chariot. 

The  first  time  the  old  nuin  came  to  mass  in  a  carriage, 
on  a  rainy  day  at  the  beginning  of  Xovember  1830.  and  got 
out  to  give  his  liaiul  to  Frsiile,  all  the  townsfolk  rushed^o 
the  Square,  as  much  to  see  the  doctor's  carriage  and  cross- 
question  the  coachman,  as  to  comment  on  liis  ward,  to  whose 
excessive  ambition  Massin.  Creiniere,  and  the  postmaster 
ascribed  their  uncle's  follies. 

"A  chariot!  heh,  Massin?"  cried  Goupil.  "You:  in- 
heritance })romises  well,  hein  !" 

"You  asked  good  wages,  I  suppose.  Cabirolle?"  said  the 
postmaster  to  the  son  of  one  of  his  guards,  who  took  charge 
of  the  horses,  '-for  it   is  to  be  hoped  that  you  fl'ill  not  see 
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fiiaiiy  li<.r.M-^hn,.s  wn,-..  tliroi.-h  in  the  :=t>rvioe  of  a  man  of 
■  -iitv.     Iluw  niiii-h  (lid  ili(.<(.  horses  cost?" 

■•I'mir    thousi.M.I     franrs.      Tlu.    .-iKiriot.    thou<rh    sreond- 
:.:id.  ('...t  hini  tun  ihuusiiid  ;  bill  it  is  a  -o.nl  nnv.  Til,,  wheels 
■'\''  llif  patent  axle-box."' 

■Uhat  .lo.vou  call  it.  Cabiroiley  a^ked  Madame  rrcnnero. 

II''  says  tliev  have  latent  axle-liocks."  replied  (;oiii)il      "It 

-   HI  Kn.:lisli  nntion:  ihev  invented  tlu)>c  wheels.     I^,ok  how 

.  '  .1!  It  1.-;  all  covered  up.  notliin-  to  i)e  seen,  nothin-  to  catch, 

.'  '  u-ly  s(|iiare  iron  pe.^-  projectin.i:  beyond  the  axle," 

-What   does  a\er-hock  mean,  then:-"  a.sked  Madame  Cre- 
'    '  re  very  innocent  1  v. 
">iircly,"'  said  (ionpil.  "you  need  hardlv  a.\e  that  " 
"'All  !  1  understand,"  said  she. 

".\-.  no:  you  are  a  -ood  soul."  said  Coupil.  "It  is  a  shame 
'■'  lake  you  in.  The  nal  word  is  patent  axe-lock-,  because 
}'<■>  must  a.\e  how  it  is  fiistened." 

••Tiiafs  it.  madame,"  said  Cabirolle,  who  -,vas  hinis.  If  taken 
"I  "V  (.oupil  s  explanation,  the  clerk  spoke  with  such  crravity 
_    •■  1  l^  a  handsome  carriage,  at  any  rate,"  said  Cr^miere! 
■"^'1  hi'  must  be  rich  to  >et  up  in  such  stvle." 
■••She  is  -oing  ahead,  that  little  -irl !"  remarked  Goupil. 
'"'I  >hv  is  right ;  she  is  .-howin-  you  how  to  enjoy  life    Whv 
MU'  not  you  fine  horses  and  chariots-vou.  Father  Minoret"^ 
\iil  ynu  ..ubmit  to  be  humiliated:-'     In  your  place  I  would 
'"i\i  a  coach  like  a  prince's." 

•■I  siy.  Cabirolle,"  .sud  Massin,  "is  it  the  little  drl  who 
piii-  my  uncle  up  to  all  this  luxury?" 

"1  'loi.-t  km,w,"  rej.lied  Cabirolle,  "but  she  is,  so  to  speak, 
'i  .-iivv^  ol  the  whole  place.  And  now  master  after  master 
"■aus  from  Pans.     She  is  to  learn  to  paint,  thev  sav." 

I  will  take  the  opportunity  of  having  mv  likeness  dom"," 
■.■.;1  .Madame  Cremiere.  Country  folks  stilf  sj.eak  of  havin-r 
■i  iin.iic.s  done  instead  of  a  j.nrtrait  taken. 

I'-ui    the   old    German   is   not    dismissed,"   said   .Madame 

Ao,  he  IS  here  to-day,"  replied  Cabirolle. 
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"'I'licrc  is  safety  in  numlicrs""  hIj^tvimI  Mjulamc  CremitTc, 
niakiiii;-  cNcrvlHidv  laiiirh. 

"Vou  iKcil  iin  |uii--,T  cmiiit  (HI  the  i iilicritarico,"'  cricil 
Goiipil.  'i'l'Milc  i-  ncarlv  -(■vrntccii :  s!ic  i<  j)rcttiiT  than 
ever;  travclin-  (min-  lln-  yniitliliil  iniii.l,  and  siie  kiiDWs  the 
Icii^'lh  of  your  iiiiric'-  Inut.  'riic  , •,,;!, -h  !,rin--  her  five  or  six 
parcels  a  week,  aiul  ilrc-Miiakcrs  ami  iiiillincrs  arc  alwavs  cuin- 
inj:  to  try  licr  ■^i)\\u>  ami  ihin-s.  Mv  inistri'ss  is  i'lirioiis,  [ 
can  tell  you.  ,lii>t  wait  till  Crsiilc  coincs  out.  and  look  at 
her  little  neckerchief— a  real  Indian  s.|uarc.  that  must  have 
cost  six  huiulrcd  francs."" 

If  a  thiinderholi  had  fallen  in  their  midst,  it  could  nut 
have  produced  a  -reater  eireet  on  iIk'  <,n'oup  of  inherilors 
than  this  speech  from  (ioujiil.  who  rubbed  his  hands. 

The  doctor's  old  ;.riven  ili-awin.i^-rooin  was  redecorated  hv 
ail  upholsterer  from  i'ari.-.  ,Iud-ed  by  the  prodiirality  of  his 
outlay,  the  doctor  was  accused  tirst  of  liavini:  concealed  the 
amount  oi  his  fortune  and  of  havinj,'  >i\ty  thou.sind  francs 
a  year,  and  then  of  spemliiin^  his  cai)ital  to  humor  Ursulo. 
He  was  re<rarded  alternately  as  a  millionaire  and  a  spend- 
thrilt.  "lie  is  an  old  fool!"  summed  uj)  the  opinion  of  the 
neighbors.  The  nnsguided  verdict  of  the  little  town  had  tiii^ 
advantage:  it  deceived  the  next-of-kin.  who  never  suspected 
Savinien's  love  for  Ursule,  which  was  tiie  real  cause  of  the 
doctor's  expenditure,  for  he  was  •■nchanted  to  accustom  his 
goddaughter  to  play  her  part  as  a  Vicomtesse:  and  having  an 
income  now  (d"  lifly  thousand  francs,  he  indulged  himseff  in 
the  {Measure  of  beautifying  his  idol. 

In  the  month  of  February  ]s:v>.  nn  the  day  when  Frsule 
was  seventeen,  as  she  rose  in  the  morning  she  saw  Saviuien 
at  his  window  in  his  sub-lieutenant's  uniform. 

•'How  is  it  iliat  I  knew  nothing  about  it  ?""  she  asked  her- 
self. 

After  the  taking  of  Algiers,  where  Savinien  had  distin- 
guished himself  by  a  deed  of  valor  that  had  won  him  t!ie 
Cn.ss,  the  corvette  on  which  he  sailed  having  remained  at 
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-■;-  f(.r  mam-  utoiiihs.  h..  lia.l  !„■,  n  ,|iiit,  niial.lc  to  send  a 
M'T  U)  the  (luttor.  and  Ik-  did  imi  .lion.-r  to  retire  t'roni  tlie 
■vi.v  witlK.iit  eoiisiiliii!;:  iijiii  '|-i„,  ,„.„.  (;,,veriiiiient,  wisli- 
-■  I'l  keei.  H.  illiiMri.m,-  a  name  on  the  navv-list.  liad  taken 

,,  :.;inla-e  (d'  (lie  -eneml   Mi-nnhle  ,,f  Jiiiy'io   promote  8a- 
'  'H.     Havin;:  -l.iained  a  lortni-lii's  lea\e,  the  yoiiii;:  lieii- 
i.iiu   liad  eonie  In-  mail  I'rom  Toulon  in  time  for  rrriulo's 
:iiday.  and  to  a.-k  t!ie  doctor^  adviee  at  the  ^ame  time, 
-lie  i>  eonie:"  eried  the  ;:irh  rn-hin--  into  her  <,'nd father's 

.'■•III. 

•Tiiat   IS  \v(^ll,"  he  replied,     'i   ean  <:ne.<.>  hi.>  rea.Mm   for 
'1^:111  m^'  the  f;er\iee:  lie  can  now  remain  at   Xeniour.-^."' 

•riiis  is  my  birthday  treat  !    It  is  all  in  tho.H'  words!"  she 
tx.iaimed,  einhraein,::  the  doctor. 

Ill  reply  to  a  si-nal  -he  made  him.  Savinien  came  titToss 
..:  'iiKe.  She  wanted  to  admire  liim;  he  .-eenied  to  her 
•  Lm-ed  for  the  better  In  fact,  military  di.<eipline  gives  to 
■'i  man's  gestnres,  -ait,  and  demeanor  a  mixture  of  gravity 
•Hid  deeision.  a  certain  rectitude,  which  enables  the  most 
.-li'crfieial  observer  to  reco;_Miize  a  soldier  under  a  civilian's 
'".It;  nothin--  can  more  clearly  i)rove  tliai  man  is  made  to 
'  'iiiiiiand.  Irsule  loved  Savinien  all  the  more  for  it,  and  felt 
;i  <  liild's  delight  in  walking  arm  in  arm  with  him  in  the  little 
.-'.inien.  while  she  made  him  tell  lier  the  part  he  had  plaved 
■■|!i  !ii>  capacity  of  naval  cadet"  in  the  siege  of  Algiers.  Evi- 
'i'Hily  it,  was  Savinien  who  had  taken  Algiers.  She  saw 
••^'  rything  red,  she  declared,  when  sh.>  looked  at  Savinien's 
'l'<"iation.  The  doctor,  who.  while  dres.-ing  in  his  room, 
^*:it>  hed  the  pair,  presently  joined  them.  Then,  without  tell- 
::  u  :he  \'icomte  everything,  he  explained  to  him  tliat  in  the 
>'•'■'  of  Madame  de  i'ortendiiereV  consenting  to  his  inar- 
li.i-e  with  L'rsule,  his  goddaughter's  fortune  Wius  such  as  to 
!-  Ke  lus  ])ay  superlhious  in  any  rank  he  might  !,.■  promoted 


Ma- 


said  Savini 


lien,  "it  will  take  a  lonir  time  to  over- 
'I  '^ie  mv  mother's  opposition,  ['.efore  1  left',  when  she  liad 
tt!<  alternative  of  keeping  me  near  her  if  she  would  agree  to 
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my  marrying:  T'rsulc  or  of  s.cin--  me  .,ii!y  nt  Ion;:  intiTval.-, 
and  kii(.win<r  that  I  was  rxpo.-c.l  lo  tlir  ri.-k.-  of  niv  profes- 
sion, silu"  k't  mo  go ■■ 

'•Bet.  Saviiiirn,  \\v  >liall  1m-  lo.jvtlu.r,"  said  rivulc.  taking 
his  hand  and  shaking  it  with  a  kind  ,,(  irritation. 

'i'liat  '.lify  shnidd  >cc  each  olhi'r  and  nc\cr  ]i;irl  was  to  hrp 
tiic  suni-totid  of  love:  siic  saw  nothing  hcyond  :  and  her  prt-tlv 
inipatiL'ncc.  ai.,i  ihc  potnlancc  of  hi'r  imic.  r\|.iv--r,l  siicji 
fXTli'C't  innorciir-c  that  tlic  doctor  an<l  Savinic-n  were  touched. 
_  Savinit-n  st'nt  in  his  letter  of  n'-ignali.ni.  and  Trsuie's 
birtliday  was  crowned  with  joy  Ky  her  io\er"-  presence. 

A  few  months  later,  hy  the  heginninu  of  Mav.  Doetor 
Minoret"8  liomo  life  liad  settled  into  ealm  regnlaritv  airain. 
but  with  another  eon.-tant  vi.-itor.  The  young  \'ieomte'>  a- 
siduity  was  at  once  interpreted  as  that  of  a  future  hride- 
groom;  all  the  more  so  since,  whether  at  ^ia^s  ,,r  out  walk- 
ing, his  manner  and  I'rsule's  i)lainly  hetraved  the  mutual 
unchTstanding  of  their  hearts.  liioni>  renuirked  {,>  the  heir- 
that  the  old  man  never  claimed  intere>t  from  .Madame  de 
Portonduore,  who  already  owed  it  for  three  years. 

"Shf  will  bo  forced  to  give  in.  to  consent  to  her  .son's 
marrying  beneath  him,"  .said  the  imtary.  "If  such  a  mi-fur- 
tune  should  happen,  it  is  ])rohal)!e  that  the  larger  part  <4 
your  uncle's  fortune  will  pro\e,  as  Hasile  savs.  an  irrosistiblf 
argument. " 

When  the  expectant  heirs  undeistood  that  the  old  man's 
preference  for  ['rsule  wa.s  too  great  for  him  not  to  .-ecurc 
her  happiness  at  their  expense,  tlieir  wrath  liecaiiie  as  cuniiiu.'- 
as  it  was  deep.  L-:\ery  evening  since  the  revolution  of  .»uly  had 
seen  them  meet  at  Dionis'  house,  and  there  they  cursed  the 
lovers;  and  the  evening  hardly  ever  ended  withoiit  their  hav- 
ing tried  in  vain  to  hit  on  some  way  of  thwarting  the  old 
man.  Zelie.  who  had.  no  doubt,  like  tlu'  doctor,  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  fall  in  the  fund-  to  inve-t  her  enormous  sav- 
ings, was  the  most  furious  against  the  orphan  and  the  Porten- 
dueres.  One  evening,  wlien  (ioupil — who.  however,  as  a  ride, 
took  care  not  to  spend  his  evenings  too  dully — liad  come  iv 
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'-  I'irk   III.  ^oiiic  intnniiati.iii  as   to  the  alTairs  o'  town, 

'.iiirh  wiv  ninl.r  ili>,-ii->inii.  Z,'.],,.  l,,,,!  ,.,  r,,c  ,>s(rnc."  of 
■  ■;i''l.  •^lii'  liad  thai  inorriiii-  seen  the  doctoi  .^-ith  I'rsnlc 
i:  i  ■^aMiiini.  ivturiiiiii:  froiii  a,  d-ivc  in  thr  iici;,'hi)orhood. 
^■■-  'n  an  appcai'aiicc  of  iiiiiiiiacy  that  t')l(l  all. 

•I  would  -ivc  tliirly  tiious.iid  frapc-.  ^rladiv.  if  nnlv  God 
•^  <1  take  our  uncle  to  Ilirn.-clf  'ict'orc  that  rortomhuTO 
■'■■■''  that  little  minx  cnld  !„•  married,"  said  she. 

"."Upil  walked  home  with  Mon.-ieijr  and  Madame  Minoret; 

.'I   when  the.v  were  in  the  middle  of  their  va,<t   eoiirtvard! 

-aid.    lookin;,'  about    him    to   make  .-^ure   that   thev  "were 

■Will  you  >rive  nic  money  cnou;rh  to  buv  Dionis  out  of  his 
- :M!ie.~.s,  and  1  will  .<ce  that  the  luarria^'e  of  Monsieur  do  Por- 
MMiiiere  IS  broken  off?" 

■■Ilow?"  asked  the  eolospus. 

•■|>o  you  think  I  am  fool  enough  to  tell  you  mv  plan 5"  re- 
r  :'<1-  the  elerk.  .  .  f       ■ 

-U'.'ll,  my  boy,  niak.-  them  (juarrel,  and  we  will  see,"  said 

■i  am  not  going  to  plunge  into  such  a  job  on  the  strength 
<;  we  will  see.-  The  young  gentleman  is  hot-headed,  and 
'•iglit  kill  me;  and  I  mu.st  be  well  rou-h-shod,  and  his  match 
v-'Mi  the  rapier  and  pistol.  >Set  me  up  ,n  life,  and  1  will  keep 
iiiv  word." 

•Stop  the  marriage,  and  I  will  set  vou  up,"  retorted  the 

I'li-tniaster. 

"■Tor  nine  months  now  you  liave  been  debating'  whether 
yu  will  lend  me  a  wretched  fifteen  thousand  francs  to  buy 
l/Miirs  busmes.— the  usher's— and  vou  e.xpeet  me  to  take 
}'-->v  word!'  Get  along!  You  will  lose  vour  uncle's  fortune- 
;:;ii!  serve  you  right  I"  ' 

■If  it  were  only  a  matter  of  fifteen  thousand  francs  and 
1  —  iurs  business,  1  don't  say  no,"  replied  Zelie;  "but  to  be 

^"•iirity  for  fifty  thou.sand  crowns " 

^  "iUit  1  will  repay  you,"  said  (loupil.  with  a  fascinating 
i"!'  at  Zelie,  which  the  postmistress  met  with  an  imperious 
fuire. 
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It  WiU!  like  vitriol  on  stool. 

"Wo  will  wait,"  -;ii(I  Zoiio. 

"Posso.-scii  In-  the  ;:oiiiii^  of  ovil  I"  tlioiiL'Iit  noupil.  '"i' 
cvor  I  ^'ot  lio!(l  of  thi-o  two,""  -loi  ho  to  liim.-flf  a:-  lie  w.nt 
away,  "1  will  sciuoozo  thoiii  liko  ioiiioiis !"' 

Savinion,  whilo  cult i vat inir  tlio  society  of  the  doctor,  t!ic 
Justico,  ami  tlio  ciiiv,  showed  them  the  evceljence  of  his  char- 
acter. The  youn-  man's  love  for  IimiIc,  x,  alisoliitolv  dis- 
interested, so  constant,  appealed  so  ,Mron-iy  to  the  "three 
friends  that  they  no  Inn-vr  >cparalcd  the  two  voniiir  people 
in  their  thou-hts.  J^efore  lon^'  the  monotony  of  ihis  pa- 
triarchal life,  and  the  confidence  the  lovers  felt  in  their  fu- 
ture, had  given  their  affection  a  fraternal  aspect.  'I'he  doctor 
often  left  Savinien  and  I'rside  together.  Ho  had  rightly 
estimated  the  ndmirahle  young  man  who  kis.sed  Ursulc's 
hand  when  ho  entered,  and  would  never  have  asked  sucii  .i 
privilege  when  alone  with  her,  so  deep  was  his  respect  fur 
the  innocence  and  candor  of  the  child  ;  and  the  extreme  sensi- 
tiveness which  she  had  often  hetrayed  had  taught  him  that 
a  hard  word,  a  cold  look,  or  alternations  of  gentleness  and 
roughne.-s  might  kill  her.  The  utmost  l.oldness  of  the  lovers 
always  showid  itself  in  the  presence  of  the  old  men  in  the 
evening. 

Two  years,  full  of  secret  delight,  thus  slijjjied  awav,  un- 
broken by  any  event  but  the  useless  ell'orts  of  the  young  man 
to  obtain  his  mother's  consent  to  liis  marriage  with  Ursulc. 
lie  would  .sometimes  talk  for  the  whole  morning,  his  mother 
listening  to  his  einreaties  and  arguments,  but  making  no 
reply  but  by  the  obstinate  silence  of  a  Bretotiiie  or  bv  curl  re- 
fusals. 

At  nineteen.  Frsule,  elegant,  well  educated,  and  an  ex- 
cellent musician,  had  nothing  more  to  learn;  shi>  was  perfec- 
tion. And  slu!  had  a  re[)utation  for  l)eautv.  grace,  and  in- 
formation which  reached  far  and  wid(\  One  dav  the  doctor 
had  to  refuse  the  proposals  of  the  .ManjuLse  d'Aiglemont,  who 
would  have  married  her  to  lier  eldest  son.    Six  months  later, 
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v   -|okc  ot  It  as  an  ar-imiciit  to  owiconu'  lus  iiiotliorV  awr- 

.-Hi!i.  ijut   .-lie  Would  oiilv  .-av : 

if  till'  dWi^Hfiiioiii.s  choose  to  niarrv  hfiioatli  them,  is  that 

iinv  irason  that  we  slioiildr" 

111  ihe  month  of  Doooniher  1S.34  the  worihv  and  pious  old 
ii.ni  was  visibly  hreakin-  As  tlicy  saw  hi'iii  eome  out  of 
lijinh.  his  lace  piiuhc.l  and  yellow,  hi.-<  eves  dim.  all  the 
i-un  began  to  speak  of  hi.  approaching  end,  for  the  good 
1 -Ml  was  now  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 

•Now  you  will  know  where  you  stand,"  they  said  to  the 
!i(  irs. 

The  doctor's  .leath  had.  in  fact,  the  fascination  of  a  prob- 
I'ln.  Hut  the  old  man  did  not  think  that  he  wa.-  ill;  he  had 
illuM.iiis  on  the  subject,  and  neither  poor  Ursule,  nor  Sa- 
vini.n.  nor  Monsieur  Hongrand,  nor  the  cure,  could,  in 
'i""n(y,  explain  his  danger  to  him;  the  town  doctor  of  Xe- 
m-'H'..,  wiio  came  to  see  him  every  evening,  dared  prescribe 
iioilung  more.  Old  Minoret  felt  no  pain ;  he  was  gently  burn- 
in-  out.  In  him  the  micHecl  remained  clear,  stnmg,  and 
rvvt.  In  old  men  of  this  stamp  the  soul  is  potent  over  the 
I'HJy,  and  gives  it  strength  to  die  standing.  To  postpone  the 
hii.il  hour,  the  cure  granted  his  i)arishioner  a  dispensation 
ti  '!ii  attending  mass  at  church,  and  allowed  him  to  read 
I'li.-rs  at  home,  for  the  doctor  carefully  fuUillcd  all  his  re- 
iigK.us  duties;  the  nearer  he  was  to  the-  grave,  the  more  he 

l"Vrd    (Jod. 

At  the  Xew  Year,  Ursule  persuaded  him  to  sell  his  carriat^e 
"! '!  h.irscs.  and  dismiss  Cabirolle.  The  Justice,  whose  un- 
'.i-niess  as  to  Ursule's  prospects  was  far  from  bein<r  lulled 
^'}-  siu'  old  man's  half-cfmfidencos.  touched  on  the  delicate 
o-^'-tion  of  his  fortune,  explaining  to  him  one  evening  the 
|!""v^ity  for  making  Trsule  independent  by  law.  bv  declaring 
1'  -  to  bo  of  ago.     She  would  then  be  competent  to  receive 
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an  account  of  liis  guai(liaii>iijj.  jind  posbtfS  proporty;  tins 
would  Lunhlv  hiiii  to  lta\f  lur  i.h.h.j.  in  .-piio  ol'  tins  open- 
ing, tilt'  old  man,  thou-h  lir  had  fi.inicrly  consulted  the  .Jii- 
tice,  did  lint  coulidc  I.)  hini  what  in-  purpoM'  was  with  regard 
to  Ursiilv;  however,  ho  lornially  d-claivd  hiT  of  age.  Tlu' 
more  eager  the  lawyer  showed  hiin.elf  to  kiiuw  what  step.i 
his  old  friend  had  takeji  to  provide  lor  Ir.-ule,  the  more  su,- 
puioiis  the  doctor  hecanie.  In  -hori,  Mimuvt  ua.-  actually 
afraid  to  eonlido  to  the  Justice  the  secret  of  the  thirty-si\ 
thousand  francs  in  honds  jjayable  to  the  bearer. 
"Why,"  said  Bongrand.  '-set  chance  against  you?" 
"Of  two  chances,"  replied  the  doctor,  -one  imist  avoid  the 
most  risky."' 

Bongrand  carried  through  the  matter  of  the  "emancipa- 
tion" so  briskly  that  .MadcmoiM'lle  .Mirouci  was  legallv  inde- 
pendent on  the  day  when  she  was  twenty.  This  anniversin- 
was  destined  to  be  the  la.-,t  festival  kept  by  the  old  doctor, 
who,  feeling  no  doubt  some  presentiment  of  his  approaehiii;: 
end,  celebratt'd  the  ocrasion  magnilicently  by  giving  a  little 
ball,  to  which  he  invited  the  young  people  of  ihi^ four" families 
of  Dionis,  (.'remiere,  Minoret.  and  .Ma.->in.  Savinien.  Bon- 
grand, the  cure  and  his  two  as.-i.-tam  ])riests,  the  town  doctor, 
Mesdames  Zelie  Minoret,  .Mas>in.  and  ( 'remiere.  with  old 
Schmucke,  were  his  guests  at  a  grand  dinner  before  the  dance. 

'"1  feel  that  I  have  not  .so  long  to  stay,"  .-aid  the  (dd  niiiii 
to  the  notary  towards  the  end  of  the  ("veiling.  "I  beg  you 
to  come  to-morrow  to  draw  up  the  report  and  accounts  I  have 
to  hand  over  to  I'rsule  as  her  guardian,  so  as  to  avoid  all 
complications  after  my  death.  Thank  (lod.  I  have  ii^t 
robbed  my  heirs  of  a  sou,  and  have  spent  nothing  but  my  in- 
come. Messieurs  Crcniiere,  Ma-sin,  and  niv  nephew  Minor.'t 
are  the  family  tru.'=tces  appointed  for  I'rsule.  and  thev  must 
be  present  at  the  auditing  of  the  account." 

The.se  words,  overheard  by  Massin,  and  repeated  in  the 
ballroom,  filled  the  three  families  with  joy,  after  thev  hml 
spent  three  years  in  con-fant  alterations  of  feelings,  believini? 
themselves  sometimes  rich,  and  sometimes  disinherited. 
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It  in  a  lamp  llviri-  ..ut,"  .sinl  Madiiinc  ('r.-iiii(Tf. 

i!:t  ilyinjr  "iit. ) 

Wlicn.  at  ahnut  t«„  i„  il,,.  „ioriiinu'.  rm  on.^  roiiinincd  in 

n>f)tn  hut  Savini.'ii.  nniiirrari.!,  aiul  tli.-  .\\,hv  Cliai-cron. 

I'i  'l..<tor>ai(l.a-.  lir  [n.intrd  to  I><iilc.  I.,vrlv  in  h»>r  l)all- 

-.  ha\in;r  .ju«t   saiil  ;,M<)(i-ni;.'lit    Id  the  voiinir  Cremiere 

■  .Massiii  ^irls : 

1  i'liiif  li(  r  III  your  iiaii,i>.  tny  t'ri.nil-^.      In  ;,  f,.\v  ,Iay>  I 
'  Im'  no  lonjrcr  \wn>  to  protect' her :  staml  between  her  and 

^^orl.l  until  .-lie  is  riiarri.d— I  am  afranl  for  1i,t " 

liH.-e   words   made  a    painful    impression.      The   account 

■    wi  lip  and  read  a  few  days  later  in  the  i.re^ence  of  a  family 

■'il  proved  that   Doctor  .Minoret  was  indebted  to  rrsiile 

•-e  sum  of  ten  thousand  six   hundr.'d   francs,  partly  as 

■'  ir-  of  the  shares  hearin,Lr  interest  to  the  amount  of  four- 

tliou>aiid  francs,  which  was  accounted  for  bv  the  invest- 

■"'   "f  ('aptain  de  Jordy's  lej^'acy,  ami   partlv  as  a  small 

:  I'^il   ol    five  thousand    francs  derived   from  'certain  jjifts 

.■•  to  his  ward  durin-r  the  last  fifteen  vears.  on  their  re- 

-:■     Me  liirthdays  or  iia?ne-days. 

1  iiis  authenticated  schedule  of  the  account  had  been  ad- 
'•  -nl  by  the  Justice,  who  fi,ire(l  what  mi^dit  bo  the  result  of 
;;-"ld  man's  d..atli:  and,  unhappilv,  not  without  reason. 
I."-  'lii.v  after  the  account  was  pass.'d  which  made  ^.'rsule  the 
'■:-tnss  of  ten  thou.>;and  si.v  hundred  francs  in  shares  and 
0.  fourteen  hundred  francs  a  year,  the  doctor  had  an  attack 
".  «v;ikness  which  compelled  him  to  keep  his  bed. 

!■  -pite  of  the  caution  which  shrouded  the  house,  a  nnnor 
■!  :•■ ,:.!  in  the  town  that  he  was  dead,  and  the  heirs  flew  about 
tn-  .-trc'Cts  like  the  beads  of  a  n.^ary  of  wliich  the  thread  is 
;!'iM'!'ed.  .Massin.  who  came  to  inquire,  IkmhI  from  Trsule 
■iT^'lf  that  the  old  man  was  in  bed.  Cnfortunatelv.  the 
J-'^^n  doctor  had  prognosticated  that  when  Minoret  took  to 
;ii'  ■-  1  he  would  die  at  onc<-.  From  that  moment  the  whole 
';i!:n;v  ..tood  posted  in  the  street,  in  the  .s.piare.  or  on  their 
|r 'ft  d(K.rstej)s,  in  spif  of  the  cold,  absorbed  in  discussing  the 
!'<::-    xptrled  event,  and  waiting  for  the  moment  when  the 
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cure  should  carry  ti>  tlir  old  m.in  t!if  last  sacraments  with 
all  the  cercinoiiy  ii.-iial  in  [troviticiai  towns.  Hence,  when 
two  (lays  later  the  Ahhr  ('haiition  crns-ed  ilic  Ili<x!i  Street, 
aeconipanied  l)y  his  curate  and  ilie  chdir  hov~,  the  inheritors 
followed  him  to  take  pos^(■ssiun  df  the  house  and  jtrevent  anv- 
thMi<r  hein;;  removed,  and  to  eluteli  with  irreedy  hands  all 
the  ima^'inary  treasure.  When  the  dnetor  saw.  heyond  the 
clerics,  all  hi.s  heirs  on  their  knees,  and.  far  from  praying, 
watchinj:  him  with  trleaminir  (ye>  as  hr'irht  as  the  twinklinir 
tapers,  he  could  not  repress  a  mischievous  smile.  The  cure 
looked  rouiui.  saw  th;'ni  and  read  the  prayers  verv  siowh-. 
The  postmaster  was  the  first  to  rise  from  his  uncomfortable 
attitude,  his  wife  followed  \u<  example:  Massin.  fearful 
lest  Zeiie  and  her  hiisliand  >huuld  lay  a  hand  on  some  little 
possession,  went  after  tliem  to  the  drawinj:-room,  and  there, 
a  few  minutes  later,  all  the  party  had  as.-cnihlcd. 

"He  is  too  honest  a  man  to  steal  extreme  unction,"'  said 
Cremiere;  "so  we  nuiy  be  easy.'' 

"Yes;  we  shall  earh  have  about  tw<  iity  thousand  francs 
a  year,"'  replied   .Madame  Massin. 

"I  have  trot  it  into  my  head.""  said  Zelie.  "that  for  the  last 
three  years  he  has  nut  been  investiuL':  he  liked  to  hoard  the 
money "" 

"The  treasure  is  in  his  cellar  no  doubt?""  said  Massin  to 
Cremiere. 

"If  we  are  so  lucky  as  to  find  anythintr  at  all  I"  observed 
Minoret-Levraiilt. 

"But  after  what  he  said  at  the  ball."'  cried  Madame  Mas- 
sin, "there  can  be  no  doubt." 

"Whatever  tlicri'  may  be.""  said  Cremiere.  "how  shall  we 
proceed?  Shall  w<'  divide?  Or  put  it  into  tin-  lawver"- 
hands?  Or  distribute  it  in  lots?  For.  after  all.  we  are  all 
of  aue." 

A  discussion,  which  soon  beiame  acrid,  arose  as  to  t!ie 
method  of  procedure.  At  the  end  of  half  an  hour  a  noise 
of  loud  voices,  above  them  all  Zrlic"s  shrill  tones,  rang  acro-j 
the  courtyard  out  into  the  street. 
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"Are  we  quite  alone?'"  said  tli(>  old  man  In  his  ward. 
Ursule  stood  on  ti[)toe  to  look  out  on  the  roiirtyard. 
"Yes,"  said  she,  '•Monsieur  le  Cure  shut   the  jrate  as  he 
went  out." 

"My  darlinp  ehild,"  said  tlie  dyintr  man.  "my  hours,  inv 
minutes  are  nuii\hered.  I  have  not  ixM^n  a  ihictor  for  nothinLt: 
the  mustard  plasters  recommendod  hv  the  apolhceary  will 
not  earry  me  throu.:li  till  t')-ni,Ldit.— Do  not  crv.  rrsid'e.""  lip 
said,  lindinii  himself  interrupted  hy  his  warirs  .-ohs,  "i)ut 
listen  to  me:  the  point  is  thai  you  should  marrv  Savinien. 
As  soon  as  La  Bou.irival  eouu  s  uj)  with  the  sinapism.  <:o  down 
to  the  Chinese  pavilion:  here  is  the  key:  lift  up  the  marblo 
top  of  the  Boule  eahinet.  and  under  it  you  will  find  a  letter 
addressed  to  you;  take  it,  and  come  up  and  show  if  to  me, 
for  I  shall  not  die  easy  uide.~s  1  know  that  it  is  in  vour  hands. 
When  I  am  dead,  do  not  at  onee  announce  the  fa<'t :  first  send 
for  Monsieur  de  rortenduere.  read  the  letter  toirether,  and 
swear  to  me  in  hir,  name  ami  in  your  own  that  vou  will  obey 
my  last  injunctions.  When  he  has  done  what  I  desire,  voii 
can  announce  my  death,  and  then  the  comedy  of  the  inherit- 
ance will  hegin. — God  grant  that  those  monsters  may  not 
ill-use  you." 

"Yes,  godfather." 

The  postmaster  did  not  wait  for  the  end  of  the  scene;  he 
took  himself  otf  on  tiptoe,  remembering  that  the  locked  door 
of  the  pavilion  opened  from  tlie  i)ook-gal!er\-.  He  himself 
had  been  present  at  the  time  of  a  discussion  between  the 
ar'-hitect  and  the  locksmith,  who  had  insisted  that  if  there 
were  to  he  a  way  into  the  house  through  the  window  lookini: 
out  on  the  river,  there  must  lie  a  lock  to  the  door  leadin;: 
into  the  book-gallery,  the  pavilion  being  a  sort  of  summer- 
house. 

Minoret,  his  eyes  dim  with  greed,  and  his  lilood  singing 
in  his  cars,  unscrewed  the  lock  with  a  poek>'t-knife  as  dexter- 
ously a.s  a  thief.  He  went  into  the  jiavilion,  took  the  packet 
of  papers  without  stopping  to  o])en  it.  rephKed  the  lock  ami 
restored  order,  and  then  went  to  sit  in  the  dinin^'-room.  wait- 


^■Wf    .i« m^'M'^^'-" ^'I^^PiSi; 


.T;pft»*':'".'^pi^Ts^5   '  .jH-'v^ 


,,',V*  ^^^".^ 


THE  MINOHET  niOPERTY  loi 

:;.'  lill  La  Bougival  should  ho  ^^one  upstairs  witli  the  mustard 
;  ,  iMiT,  to  steal  out  of  the  hou.-c  This  Iu>  acliicvcd  with  all 
;:  greater  ease  because  Ursule  thought  it  more  necessary  to 
'''"-t  the  iiiustiinl  was  applied  than  to  obey  her  godfather's 

iiijimctions. 

•The  letter,  the  letter,"  said  [ho  old  Man  in  a  dving  voice. 
•I'"  as  I  bid  you— there  is  the  key.  I  must  see  tlie  letter  in 
'  iir  hands." 

Il<  ^-poke  Mith  such  a  wild  look,  that  La  Bougival  said  to 
'  r^iile:  "J)o  as  your  godfather  tells  you,  at  once,  or  you'll  be 
•'   death  of  him." 

She  kissed  his  forehead,  took  the  key,  and  went  down,  but 

"  :-  iiimi.'diately  recalled  by  a  piercing'cry  from  La  Bougival, 

::'l  ran  back.     The  old  man  glanced  at  her,  saw  that  her 

:i':'l~  were  empty,  sat  up  in  IkmI.  and  tried  to  speak— and 

■     u  died  with  a   last   fearful  gasp,   his  eyes  staring  with 

''  'Tiir. 

T!i.'  poor  child,  seeing  death  for  the  first  time,  fell  on 
.-!•  knees,  and  melted  into  tears.     La  Bougival  closed  the 

^!  man's  eyes,  and  laid  him  straight.  Then,  when  she  had 
■■'irr.-sed  the  corp.^^e,"  as  she  said,  she  went  to  call  Monsieur 
S^iMnien;  but  the  heirs,  who  were  prowling  at  the  top  of  the 
-tivct.  surrounded  by  an  inquisitive  crowd,  exactly  like  a 
fl'"k  .if  crows  waiting  till  a  horse  is  buried,  to  come  and 
-ratcli  up  the  earth,  and  ferret  with  beak  and  claws,  came 
riinnmg  in  with  the  swiftness  of  birds  of  prey. 

Thi-  postmaster,  meanwhile,  had  gone  home  to  master  the 
'•  'liirnts  of  the  mysterious  packet.    This  was  what  he  read  : 

■■'i'o  my  dear  Frsule  Mirouet,  daughter  of  my  illegitimate 
brother-in-law,  Joseph  Mirouet,  and  of  his  wife,  Dinah 
Orollnian. 

"Nemoirs.  January  I'),  1830. 

"^rY   LITTLE   Antiel.- ^fy   fatherly   affection,   which   you 

-'w-  <o  fully  justified,  is  based  i,nt  merely  on  the  promise  I 

^'.vrv  to  your  poor  father  to  fill  his  place,  but  also  on  your 

■iK.  ncss  to  Ursule  Mirouet,  my  late  wife,  of  whom  vou  con- 
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stantly  roniirid  ni(>  In  yoiir  frnicc  imd  nature,  your  artlessness 
and  charm. 

"Vour  hrin^--  the  fliild      "  my   l"alli.>r-in-Iaw's  natural  son 

might  lead  to  any  Will  in  y  up  i'avor  bcin.;,'  disjjuted " 

"The  old  ra^-al  I"  exclaim'  '  the  po.-tmastor. 
"My  adopiino-  you  would  .ave  triven  rise  to  a  lawsuit. 
Again,  J  have  always  heen  averse  to  the  notion  of  marrying' 
you  myself  to  Icavt'  you  my  fortune,  for  \  might  liave  lived 
to  a  great  age  and  spoilt  your  future  happiness,  which  is 
delayed  only  hy  the  life  of  Madame  de  Portenduere.  Havimr 
regard  to  tliese  ditliculties.  and  wishing  to  leave  you  a  fortune 

adequate  to  a  handsome  position "' 

"The  old  wretch,  he  thought  of  everytliing  I" 

"Without  doing  any  injury  to  mv  lieirs " 

"Miserable  Jesuit !     As  if  we  had  not  a  right  to  his  whole 
fortune!" 

"I  have  put  aside  for  you  the  sum-total  of  mv  savings  for 
the  last  eighteen  years,  which  I  havi^  regularly  invested  hv  mv 
lawyer's  assistance,  in  the  'lope  of  leaving  you  as  happy  as 
money  can  make  you.  Without  wealth  your  education  and 
superior  ideas  would  he  a  mi~t'orlune:  besides,  you  ought  to 
bring  a  good  dowry  to  the  excellent  young  man  who  loves  you. 
So  look  in  the  middle  of  the  third"  volume  of  the  Pand'fch, 
in  folio,  hound  in  red  morocco,  the  last  volume  on  the  lower 
shelf  above  the  library  cupboard,  in  the  third  division  on  the 
drawing-room  side,  and  you  will  find  three  certificates  to 
bearer  of  three  per  cent  consols,  each  for  f.'.OOO  francs." 
^  "What  a  depth  of  villainy  I"  cried  the  jmstmaster.  "Ah. 
God  will  not  permit  me  to  i)e  thus  thwarted.'" 

"Take  them  at  once,  with  the  small  savings  left  at  the 
moment  of  my  death,  which  are  in  the  next  volume.  Remem- 
ber, my  darling  chi!,].  that  yon  are  bound  to  obey  blindly  the 
wish  that  has  been  the  joy  of  my  whole  life,  and  which  will 
compel  me  to  appeal  for  help  to  Cod  if  yon  should  disobey 
me.  But  to  guard  against  any  scruple  of  your  dear  conscience. 
which  is,  I  know,  ingenious  in  tormenting  you,  vou  will  find 
with  this  a  Will  ui  due  form,  bequeathing  these  certificates  to 
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M.>n.^iour  Savinicn  dc  VorWmhwn-.  <„,  whcthor  vou  own 
iiHin.  or  they  are  the  gift  of  your  lover,  thev  will  be  legiti- 
HMtely  yours.— Your  godfather, 

"Denis  Mixoret." 

Subjoined  to  thi.  letter,  on  a  sheet  of  stamped  paper,  was 
":■■  iollowing  document: 


"This  is  my  Will. 

"i.  De.vis  Mi.voiiET.  Doetor  of  .Medicine,  re.^dent  at  Xe- 
^"■nrs.  sound  in  mind  and  In.dy,  as  the  date  of  this  Will 
:'.ves.  dedicaf  my  soul  to  (iod,  bese<.cliing  Ilim  to  forgive 
^'.v  long  errors  in  favor  of  ,„y  s.ncere  rep.-ntance  Then 
Mving  discerned  in  the  Vicomte  Savinien  de  Portenduere  a 
-'".re  affection  for  me.  1  bequeath  to  him  thirtv-six  thou- 
-uid  trancs  in  perpetual  consols  at  three  per  cent,' to  be  paid 
■i  i  ot  my  estate  as  a  first  charge. 

•Made  and  written  all  by  my  own  hand  at  Xemours,  Jan- 
uary 11,  1831. 

"Di:NIS    MiNOKET." 

Without  a  moment's  hesitation   the   postmaster,  who    to 
I'Ml^^'  sure  of  h.'ing  alone,  iiad  locked  himself  into  hi<  wife's 
r.'o,,,    looked  about  for  the  tinder-box;  h<.  had  two  warnings 
.-..M,  heaven  by  the  extinction  of  two  matches  which  would 
'i"i   light.     Tlie  third  blazed   up.      He  l)unit   the  letter  and 
!!!.•  will  on  the  hearth,  and  took  tiie  needless  precaution  of 
;;':n  ,ng  the  ashes  of  the  paper  and  wax  in  the  cinder*     Then 
V'Ki'ig  his   lips  at   the   idea   of   having  thirtv-six   thou.<and 
^ruu-  unknown  to  his  wife,  he  fl.nv  bark  to  his  uncle's  hou.so 
■;  i:rrrd  by  one  idea-the  single  fixrd  idcM  that  his  dull  brain 
■  ■  •!  master.     On  seeing  hi>  iin.le-s  dwellin-  invaded  bv  the 
-'"'-   lamilies,  at    last   in   j.osscssion   of  the   stron-hold,   he 
:  "a<d  .est  he  should  be  unable  to  carrv  out  a  project  which 
'■    .-':ive  him.-^elf  no  time  to  think  over,  considering  onlv  the 
-•'■•■'.ifles  in  the  wav. 


il 


^-»'"^.     * 


-.•--**'; 


rl 


rKsn.i:  mihoikt 

"What  are  you  doin-r  there  r"  he  ^aid  to  Ma?;sin  and  Cre- 
miere.  "Do  voii  suppose  tlmt  we  are  ^^,,111^^  t,,  leave  the  house 
and  papers  to  he  pilla,ued  y  There  are  three  of  us;  we  cannot 
oneauij*  on  the  sp(,t.  Von,  Crrinirrc,  -o  at  onee  to  Dionis 
and  tell  him  to  ecune  and  cerlifv  the  death.  7'tiou<,di  I  am  an 
oflieial,  I  am  not  eomjx-tcnt  to  draw  up  the  death  eertifieati' 
of  my  own  uncle.  You,  Mas>iii,  iiad  Keller  a<k  old  Ronirraiui 
to  seal  up  .■vcrytiiinir.  You."  he  added  to  his  wife,  Madaiiic 
.Massin,  and  Madame  Cremiere,  "yon  should  sit  with  I'rsnle. 
ladies,  and  so  nothing,'  ean  he  tai<en.  Ahove  all,  loci,"  \\w 
gate,  so  that  no  one  ean  j;et  out." 

The  women,  who  felt  the  wei<:ht  of  this  advice,  went  at 
onee  to  Ursule"s  room,  where  they  lound  the  nohle  i:irl,  al- 
ready the  object  of  such  cruel  suspicions,  on  her  knees  in 
prayer,  her  face  bathed  in  tears. 

^Minoret,  j,niessing  that  they  would  not  remain  lon^r  with 
Ursule,  and  suspicious  of  his  co-heirs"  want  of  trust  in  him, 
hastened  to  the  library,  saw  the  volume,  which  he  opened. 
took  out  the  three  certificates,  and  found  in  the  other  thirty 
bank  notes.  .N'otwithstandiu','  his  base  nature,  the  bi'r  man 
fancied  a  whole  chime  was  rinirintr  in  each  ear,  the  blond 
hissed  in  his  brain,  as  he  achieved  the  theft.  In  si)ite  of  the 
cold  weather,  his  shirt  was  wet  with  perspiration  down  hi.* 
back;  and  his  lejrs  shook  to  such  a  deun-ee  that  he  dropi>e(l 
into  an  armchair  in  the  drawinj^-room  as  if  he  had  been  struck 
on  the  head  with  a  sledge-hammer. 

"Dear  me,  how  glib  the  idea  of  a  fortune  has  made  old 
Minoret!"  Massin  had  said,  as  they  hurried  through  the  town. 
"Did  you  notice?"  he  observe<l  to  (Vcmiere.  "Come  here, 
and  go  there!     How  well  he  knows  the  game!" 

"Yes,  for  a  fat-head  he  had  a  style " 

"I  say,"  said  Massin  in  alarm,  "his  wife  is  with  hiin.  Thev 
are  two  too  many.  Do  you  run  the  errands ;  I  will  go  back 
again." 

So  just  as  the  postmaster  had  seated  himself,  he  saw  fh.' 
rcHristrars  hot  face  at  the  gate,  for  he  had  run  back  with 
the  nimbleness  of  a  ferret. 
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■^."liin.:   1   ,,,„,.  l,H.k  to  wa„..ss   ,1,.  soalin;:."  n.pli.d 
M   -m,  -lann^r  ;,t  hi,,,  like  a  wild  cat 
^■1    u,.h   i,   w<.,...dnm,  an.l   that   w.  n.uM   all   .„,„h,1v 
iM.',    ^ai(l  .Minorot. 

■Ami  wo  uilJ  put  soMK.  01,..  i„  diar^'r,"  .aid  th.  n-i^trar 
';'  Hoii^nval  ,s  c-apahl,-  of  anythi„.  ,„  the  i.u.n.st  of  ,ha. 

'   "iinx.     \\(.  will  put  i,)  (;uiipii  ■■ 
■■<-npii:"  criod  Minorc.t;  "ho  would  find  the  hoanl.  and 
^--nould  see  nothing  hut  smoke." 

-l-t   us  see'-  rephed    Massin;    "'this    ovonin;r    thev    will 

'■■J.kv   the  dead.     We  shall  have  evervthin.  sealed' up  in 

■    "u,r,  so  our  wives  will   he  on  guard  theM,.s,.Ives        The 

-ra    must  he  to-morrow  at  noon.     The  inventory  cannot 

•ine  till  alter  a  week. 

■•I5"t."  said  the  eolossus  smiling,  "we  can  turn  out   that 

.  -  .  and  we  w,ll  ,.ngage  the  mayor's  drummer  to  stop  in 

"■  'I'.'.ise  and  guard  the  pro,,erty."  ' 

■Wry  good  •'  .Slid  the  registrar,  "see  to  that  yourself-  you 

'■•■-  'li"  head  of  the  Minorets."  ^^i ,  3  0U 

-Vow-,  ladies,  ladies,  be  so  good  as  to  wait  in  the  drawin- 

';;.  -     ^1  cannot  ho  off  to  .linner  yet :  we  must  witness  the 

,'"-  '>^  ^'»'  ^L'als  for  our  common  interest  " 

'•  1';:^  ;-k  Zolie  aside  to  i,„part  to  her  Massin's  idea 

'         I  rM,]o.     Ihc  women,  whose  hearts  were  full  of  ven-e- 

-;■  ami  who  longed  to  turn  the  tables  on  "the  little  hussv," 

'^"    .  I  tho  idea  of  turning  her  out  of  the  house  with  glee     " 

^iH.n  Bongrand  arrived  he  was  indignant  at  the  renuest 

..^  o  inn   as  a  friend  of  tho  deceased,  by  Zelio  and  Mad- 

'-"     \la.-.Mn,  to  desire  Lrsule  to  leave  the  house 

'-  yonrseives  and  turn  her  <,ut  the  homo  of  her  father 


^'^Ifathor.  her  undo,  her  benefactor,  her  guardian  !  Co 
'  n  who  owe  jour  fortunes  to  her  nobilitv  of  character 
;;-  lu-r  by  the  slioulders-thrust  her  into  the  <treet 
■  .'■  tace  of  tho  whole  town!  y..u  think  her  capable  of 
■>^  '^i;  i  ou  .^     W  ell.  then,  engage  a  guardian  of  tho  pro,,orty : 
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you  have  a  porfcrt  ri::lii  lu  do  so.  But  understand  doarl 
that  I  will  [Hit  seal-  on  iiutliin;.'-  in  Iht  room;  it  is  her  owii 
all  that  is  in  it  is  licr  pruiicrty;  1  shall  infnnn  her  what  h' 
n;,'ht-  arc.  and  advi>f  her  |m  place  tlu-re  cvcrvthin;,'  that  hv 
loners  to  her— Oh  !  in  your  prc-ciu-e  !"  he  a(h!ed,  hearing! 
niiirniur  of  di>approval. 

"Uhaty"  cried  the  ta\-receiver  to  the  pnstnia.>Jtor  and  thi 
Wf)nien,  who  were  speechless  at  Hon-randV  an<,'ry  address. 

'"A  pretty  mau'istrate  I"  said  Minoret. 
I  rsnle,  mi  a  low  chair,  half  faintini:.  her  head  throwr 
hack,  her  hair  undone,  was  sohbing  from  time  to  time.  Jlti 
eyes  were  heavy,  their  lids  swollen:  in  short,  she  was  in  a 
state  of  moral  and  pliysical  prostration,  which  nu>rht  havi 
touched  the  heart  of  the  fiercest  (  rcatures  exeepting  heirs. 

••Ah.  .MoiiMcur  Bonjxrand,  after  my  hapjjy  fOte,  here  arc 
death  and  dc.-pair."  .-he  said,  with  the  unconseious  poetry  of 
a  sweet  nature.  "Vou  know  what  he  was.  In  twenty  yenrs 
he  never  ,-poke  an  impatient  word  to  me  I  I  thought  he  would 
live  to  a  hundred:  He  was  a  mother  to  me,"  she  erid, 
'•ami  a  kind  mother!" 

'rhe  utterance  of  her  broken  ideas  brought  on  a  torrent 
of  tears,  broken  ity  soi)s.  and  she  fell  back  half  senseless. 

••-My  child,"  said  the  dustiee,  hearing  the  inheritors  on  the 
stairs,  "ymi  have  the  rest  of  your  life  to  weep  in,  and  only 
a  moment  for  business.  Bring  into  your  own  room  every- 
thing in  the  house  that  belongs  to  you.  The  heirs  insist  iin 
my  alli.\ing  seals " 

"Oh,  his  heirs  may  take  everything !"  cried  Ursule,  start- 
ing up  in  a  spasm  of  fioree  indignation.  "1  have  here  all 
that  is  j)reeious  to  jue!"  and  she  struck  her  bosom. 

'•What:'  what?"  asked  the  postmaster,  who,  with  Massin. 
now  showed  Ids  horrible  face. 

"The  memory  of  his  virtues,  of  his  life,  of  all  his  words, 
the  image  of  his  heavenly  mind,"  she  replied,  her  eye-  and 
cheeks  llannng  as  she  raised  her  hand  with  a  proud  gesture. 

"Ay,  and  you  have  a  key  there  too,"  cried  Massin,  going 
on  all  fours  like  a  cat  to  seize  a  key  which  slipped  out  of 
the  folds  of  her  bodice  as  she  lifted  iier  arm. 
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■!;  is  til,'  ken-  of  his  stiulv,"  slu"  .,,1. 
n'im>;  inc  tlirn' just  wlim  "l,,.  (ijcd" 

";;;'^^-"  -;•  -YIk.h^,.,!  a  hi.i,.o„s  .,,,,1...  ,,,..1  ,nn„.,I  t„ 
;•  >t--n.^haiook,Iut,.xpn...dahl,,lui„_.,,,,,,.; 
^-!-s.»- an.i  ,„u.r,,n.,..,l  ,|H,  ,00k.  ,nali,.„an.  „;  M.LJv 

-   tmn^sthat^monlytlasl,  a.  ,h.....M  ofvi,ali,v.an.ln^ 
•'  ''■"t^iiif,' voice  she  said:  • 

•\k  Mon>irurBon^,,,,Hl.  all  that  i>  in  this  room  i.  ,nim. 
;    ,    t-M'y^odfathc'rVkn>diU's.:,h.vnKn-,ak.'i,all-I       V 

.      hu  forth-i.u-    iK.  heirs  w.to  a  littk'  ashanu-.i  of  ti.eir 
:    -     •^^-ed.'.Mvd   La  Bo„,,val  to  c'n;,a^..  ,.,,,,,,,,  ,t 

..       u.     t     .    ,H,^hts,avto<:.,h,.r.     She  went    u.to  her 
■    ""  /"/t'teh  her  prayer-book,  and  ren.ained  all  ni^dit 
'  -  Cure  and  another  priest  and  Sav.n.en,  weepin,  ai 
i-  ■  ;M.^     Savnuen  canie  in  after  his  n.other  had  -  Je  t.^  bed 

'  ;  ;    -nilcs  wluK    thank.ng  hin,  iW  oonung  so  faithfully 
.1.1  H    in  tier  sorrows.  -^ 

■  \'>  ehild."  said  Monsieur  Bon.n.md.  bringing  i„  a  larL^e 
.;,     one  o    your  uneleV  relations  has  tal^ 
'iH  all  that  you  need,  lor  the  seals  w,ll  not  be  rcmovrd 

I  ■-- days,  and  you  will  then  luue  overythni,  that  li:^ 
.^_  .•  -^  Jn  your  own  interest   I   have  plaeed  seals  on  your 

•■■'''■ank  you,"  she  said,  pressing  his  hand.     "Come  and 

^'";;-';     unonc^niore     You  would  think  he  was  sle.;™,.^'' 

•■•J     an  s  face  had  at  this  nnnnen,  the  Iransiem  bloom 

J-nO«^neh.seenon,helWof,ho.'wh,.havedied 
■'  pain.  It  soonied  radiant. 

■•■1  !"'  not  give  you  anything  privatelv  before  he  died'" 
;He  Justice  of  Ursule  in  a  whisper.  ' 
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"Xothinj;,"  she  replied.  "lie  oiilv  said  soiiu-tliin^  about 
a  letter "" 

"(Joddl  tliat  will  be  found."  sai<l  Hon;j;rand.  ''Tlieii  it  is 
lucky  for  you  that  they  lusi-sted  ou  the  seals." 

Al  daybreak  I'rsule  bid  adieu  to  the  house  where  her  hapjiy 
childhood  had  been  spent,  and  abu\c  all  t"  the  room  where 
her  love  had  had  its  birth,  and  which  was  so  dear  to  her  that 
in  the  midst  of  her  deep  grief  she  had  a  tear  of  regret  for 
this  peaceful  and  happy  nook.  After  gazing'  for  the  last  time 
on  her  windows  and  on  Saviiiien  in  turn,  .-he  went  off  to  the 
inn,  accompanu'd  by  La  Houi^'ival,  who  carried  her  bundle; 
by  the  Justice,  who  gave  her  his  arm;  and  by  Savinien,  lur 
kind  ju'oti'ctor. 

And  .so,  in  spite  of  every  precaution,  the  suspicious  lawyer 
was  in  tlie  right;  Ursule  would  be  bereft  of  fortune,  and  at 
war  with  the  heirs-at-law. 

Ne.xt  day  the  whole  town  followed  Doctor  Minoret's 
funeral.  When  they  heard  of  the  conduct  of  the  next-of-kin 
to  L  rsule,  most  people  thought  it  natural  and  necessary; 
there  was  an  inheritance  at  stake;  the  old  man  was  niLserly; 
Ursule  might  fancy  ;die  had  rights;  the  heirs  were  only  pro- 
tecting their  property;  and,  after  all,  she  had  humiliated 
them  enough  in  their  uncle's  time — he  had  mack:  tlu'm  as  wel- 
come as  a  dog  among  ninepins.  Desire  Minoret,  who  ua.s 
doing  no  great  things  in  his  ollice,  said  the  neighbors  whi) 
were  envious  of  the  postmaster,  came  for  the  funeral.  L' rsule, 
unable  to  attend,  was  in  bed,  ill  of  a  nervous  fever,  brought 
on  as  much  by  the  insults  olfered  her  as  by  her  deep  grief. 

"Just  look  at  that  hypocrite  in  tears,"  said  some  of  the 
faction,  j)oi,iting  to  Savinien,  who  was  in  great  sorrow  for 
tile  doctor's  death. 

■■The  question  is  whether  he  has  any  good  cause  for  tears," 
remarked  (ioupil.  '"Do  nut  laugh  too  soon;  the  .seals  have 
not  yi'l  been  removed." 

■■roolil"  said  Minoret,  who  knew  more  thar  he  did,  "you 
have  always  frightened  us  for  nothing." 

Just  as  the  procession  was  starting  for  the  church,  (ioiipil 
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1.  Ml  a  hitter  inortifirntion  ;  1„.  was  al,..nt  t..  taI<o  D6sir.'\  ar,,. 

->  th.  v.MH,^  .u.Muni.d  auav.  thus  .I.nvincr  his  ..o.nra.I..  i,; 

"'•■  '  vcs  of  all  Nemours. 

-It  is  of  no  us,,  (o  |„.  an-ry."  sai.j  th,.  H.-rk  to  hi.nsHf ;  "f 
-■nM  ins,,  al  ,.hnn..o  of  rrvon,...-  an,l  his  ,lrv  hoarf  svvHIo.l 
i!i  nis  hosoni  like  a  sponi:i'. 

!!•  f..rc-  bn-aki,,;:  th.  s.^.Is  an,)  .uakiu-^  th.  invnlorv.  thov 

-  >!'  wa,t  for  .h..  puhli.  pros,..„,or's  ..oumiis-ion,  a^puhlir 

-  .in  .an  of  „  1  orphans,  to  h.-  iss.H.l  to  Mon^rran.]  as  h,s  ropro- 

;-;''t.vo      Thon  ,h,.  Minon-t  proportv.  ,,f  ^vhi.l,  .v.rvL 

'.  talked  for  ten  days,  uas  released,  and  the  i„v,.ntorv  was 

•He  and  witnessed  with  every  for.nalitv  of  the  law,     Dionis 

""';■;'  joh  of  ,t;  (Joupil  was  ,dad  to  have  a  fin<:er  in  anv 

•:-)"-;f:  and  a.s  the  business  was  a   pavin,'  one,  Ihev  took 

•   r  t,me  over  ,t      They  ...nernliv  hreakfa-fed  on  the  spot 

■   'n.ta,^-.  the  elerks.  he.rs.  and  witnesses  drank  the  H  .est 

■'  ■  '■-  in  *he  cellar. 

i ..  a  ;';i'"^;;^';ow-T,  where  every  one  has  h  wn  hon.e.  it  is 
r  fi-  difl^cult  to  find  lodcrinps:  and  when  anv  business  i.  for 
-.1  .'.  l.e  house  rornnmnly  .^oes  with  it.  The  J„,tiee.  who 
";'-  'l-ar^'ed  by  the  eourt  with  the  ^uanlianship  of  the  or- 
^  n  -Mrl.  saw  no  way  of  housin-^  her  out  of  the  inn  hut  bv 
!■ ...  ".i:  for  her.  m  the  Ili-di  Street,  at  the  corner  of  the  bridge 
"-the  Lomjr,  a  small  ho„se.  with  a  door  r.pcnin.^  into^a 

^  "■'!'  «^  on  the  street,  and  a  kitchen  behind  it.  with  a  Hass 
•.'"•r  look.n-  mto  a  yard  of  about  a  hun.ln.d  square  feet      A 
r;:irmw  ^air,  with  a  borrowed  li;:ht  from  the  riverside,  led  in 
'^'^irstftoor  containing:  three  rooms,  and  to  two  attics  above 
\|.;nsieur  B..nj:rand  borrowed  two  thousand  francs  of  fa 
;->-^ival  s  say.np  to  pay  the  first  instahuent  of  the  price  of 
■■;^  fi'M'se.  which  was  si.v  thousand  francs,  and  be  obtaincnl 
-•■  av  f(,r  the  remainder.  To  make  room  for  the  books  which 
—lYV^^hed  to  buy  back,  Bongrand  had  a  partition  pulled 
'■'-^1   between   two   of  the   first   floor   rooms    havin-   aseer 
'^".ed  that  the  depth  of  the  house  was  suflicient  to  hold  the 
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l)(i(ik-;-fn'Ivf'-.  Ill- and  Sa\irii(n  Imrricd  (ui  tlic  workmen,  wh 
clcaiii'il.  p.imtMl.  am!  n-tni.Ml  this  littlf  (Iwrllinjj  with  sue 
I'ircct,  llial.  In  the  I'tiii  111'  March.  I  r«iilc  (•tiiil<l  move  from  tli 
inn  aiiil  liiid  in  thf  plain  littli'  hoii-c  a  licdruoni  jii«t  like  tli.i 
fniiii  which  tic  licir>  had  ejected  hir,  for  it  \va<  full  of  t! 
furnitiiic  hn>ii;:ht  away  hy  the  .Fiistici'  at  the  removal  of  tli 
»eaN.  I.a  nnii:,'ival.  -lcc[)iii;,' overlicad,  could  he  l)roii<;lit  dow 
at  the  (all  of  a  liell  which  liiirij;  hy  her  youn;;  mistress'  bed. 

The  room  intended  for  the  lihrary,  the  ;:roiin(i  floor  aittin;] 
room,  and  the  kitchen,  as  yet  uiifiirriished.  were  colored,  n 
pajxTid.  and  painted,  awaiting:  tlie  piircha-es  tin-  vounc  K'' 
mi;:ht  make  at  the  -ale  of  her  p)(lfatlier's  household  jjoods. 

Thou;:ii  they  well  new  rr>ule  s  strcnj,'th  of  charactfi 
the  Justice  and  the  i  ure  hotli  dreaded  for  her  the  sudck' 
transition  to  a  life  so  devoid  of  the  elej,'anee  and  luxury  t 
whicii  tile  doctor  had  always  aciustomed  luT.  As  to  Savinifii 
he  fairly  wept  over  it  ;  and  he  had  secretly  jxiven  the  workiiici 
and  the  uphol>terer  more  than  one  j,'ratuity  in  order  tha 
Ursule  sliould  find  no  difference,  in  her  own  room  at  least 
between  the  old  and  the  new.  liut  the  youni,'  •zirl,  who  founi 
all  her  happiness  in  Savinien's  eyes,  showed  the  sweetest  re-ij.' 
nation.  In  these  eireumstancis  she  charmed  her  two  o|i 
friends,  and  proyid  to  them,  for  the  hundredth  lime,  that  niil} 
grief  of  heart  could  ^'ive  her  real  sutfcrin;:.  ll{>r  sorrow  at  ht'i 
godfather's  death  was  too  deep  for  her  to  f.vl  the  bitterne-! 
of  luT  changccl  fortunes,  which,  nevertheless,  raised  a  frest 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  her  marriage.  Savinien's  dejection  ai 
seeing  her  brought  so  low  was  such  that  she  felt  obliged  tc 
say  in  his  var,  as  they  came  out  of  church  the  morning  ol 
her  moving  into  lier  new  abode: 

"Love  cannot  live  without  patience;  we  must  wait." 

As  soon  as  the  preamble  to  the  inventory  was  drawn  up, 
Massin.  advised  by  (ioufiil.  who  turned  to  him  in  his  i  ivert 
hatred  of  ^linorct.  hoping  for  more  from  the  usurer's  self- 
interest  than  fnun  Zelie's  tlirifliness,  foreclosed  on  Madame 
and  Monsieur  de  Portenduere.  whose  term  for  payment  had 
lapsed.     The  old  lady  was  stunned  by  a  suninions  to  pay  up 
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•  :  huurs  an.l  int.Te.t  fn,,,,  (!..■  .lav  of  ,1,..  .Lmaiwi.  ..ndir 
|..  n,.lty  of  f  „.  s,.izuro  of  1,.  r  Ian,!.  ,1  .Mat...  T..  horruu  ,„„„,., 
;  ■  l">y  "itli  was  .mp..s>il.|...  Savini.-,.  umt  to  .on.uli  a 
i>i*>'T  at   I'ontaiiicldraii. 

■^■■^  l.avn  l.a.l  >..!  to  ,1,,,!  w„|,  uho  u,||  mak..  no  co,,.- 
ir  .1,,,,.;  tl.„r  f.Mint  i,  to  ,!r.v..  w.„  t„  ..Mn.nuti...  and  tak.^ 
' ■';"•"  '^f  »'""  f'"-"!  "I  Honlu-.ns."  .,ai,l  ih..  hiuwr      '-Th.- 

-  'liin..'  will   Ih-  to  f.ir.vt  a  voluntary  sal.    m,  a.  to  avoi.j 

Tm>  tn..lanc'holv  news  was  a  blow  i„  ih,-  .,1.1  Rr.-tonn..  to 
>'  n  h.Tson  mildly  rcmarkv.I  that  if  >1„.  ha.l  hut  .■ons..,,",,.,! 
"  'n-  marria-c  .lnrin;r  Minor..fs  lifi-ti,,,...  ,!„.  .l.utor  w.,i,l,I 
•'";  '''"'■'■''  ""  ''"*  posscssi.ms  in  il„-  lian.ls  „f  l'rs„l,.\  Ih.s- 
.  _At  tins  nioni.nt  th.-y  w„ul.l  hav  !...,>»  ..ni.,v,n;r  w.-altli 
"  -ulTcrm;:  misery.     Tli.Mi.d,  s,M.k..n  mn.,  ton.,  of 

;■■"  h     his  ar-nni..nt  rru..h,.,l  tli.'  oM  la.iv  (|i.ito  as  much 
■■"■  notion  of  a-  imni.-.liate  an.l  violent  .>vieti<in 
:-ule.  har.ily  r.>r..v..re.i  from  h.r  f.-ver  an.l  the  hlow  d..alt 
'  .   til..  d.K-t,.r's  ne.xt-of-kin.  was  l,evvi!.l,.n.d  with  dismay 
^he  heard  of  this  fresh  disaster.   T<.  lov...  an.l  I„.  unai.Ie 
|>  the  person  beloved,  is  one  of  the  most  t..rril,le  pan-s 
'■'',",''"'  '""    '^"  hi.di-min.l..d  an.l  .Miml..  w.wnan  .an  sntr,;" 
I  meant  to  buy  my  uncle's  hou.s..."  she  sai.I      "I  will  Iniv 
.'  '::r  mother's  instead." 

■  I^  it  pa'^sible:-"  said  Savinien.     "You  ar..  un.l,.r  a-e.  and 
"^'■'  soil  your  seouriti.s  without  elaborate  formalities,  to 
the   pubhe   pr<,,.e,„tor   would    not    .iriv    his    ,.ons..nt 
">'i^'"'l.  "-..shall  att..mpt  n..  resistane...     .\ll  ,1,„  town 
-'k-^on  with  .satisfa.'tion  at  the  diseomfitur..  of  a  nol,],. 

-  These  townsfolk  ar..  lik,.  hounds  at  th,.  .l.-atl,      Ha,.- 
■  I  >tii.  have  ten  thousan.l   francs,  .,n  whi.l,  ,„v  ,„oth.'.r 

-^'-    till    this   .k.pl.u-nhl..    husm,...    i.    „.„„,,,|    „|,        \,„, 

■r  all,  the  inventory  of  your  -o.lfather's  pnn.ertv  is  not 

-luplete.     Monsieur  Bon-rand  >til!  hop..s  to  fin.]  some- 

^.  tor  you      He  is  as   nuwh   .urprM.l   a-    1    am   ,„   find 

•rt  penniless.     Tlu'  .].,etor  so  often  sp-.k..  t..  him  ai-d  to 
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ine  of  the  handr-onie  future  lie  luid   prepared   for  you,  that 
we  eaniidi  at  all  uuder.-tand  tliis  state  of  thinjrs." 

"Oh."  said  .-lie,  "if  I  ean  hut  Imy  thr  l)!i()ks  and  my  frod- 
falher's  funiiiure,  that  they  may  not  lie  (ii>per.-ed  or  pass  into 
ptranp'  hands.  I  am  eonti'nt  with  my  lot." 

"It;!!  who  knows  wiiat  price  lh()>e  raseally  people  may  nut 
iret  (111  the  thiiiLTs  you  wish  to  have  I" 

From  .Monlariris  to  Foiitainehleau  the  Minoret  heirs,  and 
the  million  tln-y  hoped  to  lind.  were  the  talk  of  the  eoiintrv: 
but  the  mo,-t  careful  search  made  throu-iiout  the  liouse  since 
the  removid  of  the  s(niIs  had  k'd  to  no  diseoverv.  The  hun- 
dred and  twei:iy-nine  thousand  francs  of  the'  Portenduere 
mortpii^e.  the  lirtccii  thousand  franc-  a  year  in  three  per 
cents,  then  quoted  at  sixty-five,  and  yielding  a  capital  of  three 
hundred  and  ei>^lity  thou.sind.  the  house,  valued  at  fortv 
thousand  francs,  and  the  handsome  furniture,  amounted  to 
a  total  of  about  <ix  hundred  thousand  francs,  which  t!ie  outer 
world  thou'dit  a  verv  eonsoliii"-  {hnire 

^linoret  had  at  this  time  some  moments  of  aeut<'  uneasiness. 
La  Kou.LTJval  and  Savinien.  who.  like  tlu'  Justice,  jx'rsisted 
in  believing  in  the  e.xistence  of  a  will,  came  in  after  everv 
day's  eatalofruing  to  ask  Flongrand  the  result  of  the  investiga- 
tions. The  doctor's  old  friend  would  exclaim,  as  the  clerks 
and  the  iieirs-at-law  (piitted  the  premi>es:  "I  cannot  under- 
stand it  I" 

As.  in  the  tyes  of  many  superficial  observers,  two  hundred 
thou>and  francs  apiece  to  eaeii  inheritor  seemed  a  verv  fair 
fortune  for  the  jirovinces.  it  never  occurred  to  anv  one  to 
inquire  how  the  doctor  could  have  kejit  hou.-e  as  he  iiad  done 
on  an  income  of  no  uku-c  than  lifteen  thousand  francs,  siixe 
he  had  n<'ver  drawn  the  interest  on  the  I'ortenchiere  innrt<rai:e. 
Bongrand.  Savinien.  and  the  cure  alone  asked  this  (Hie-tien 
in  Ursule's  interest,  and  on  lu-arin;'  ihem  give  it  utteriuue, 
the  postmaster  more  than  once  turn  'd  pale. 

"And  yet  we  have  ceitaiiil\  he  iteil  evervwhert^ — tliey  to 
lind  a  iioard,  and  I  to  find  a  will,  i,;  favor  probahlv  of  Mon- 
sieur de  I'ortenduere."  said  the  dustice  the  dav  Iheinveiitoi'v 
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ua>  fini.-hod  and  signed.  "They  have  >ifird  the  ash-heap, 
raided  the  nuirble  toj)?,  felt  in  his  slippers.  })ulle(l  the  Ix^d- 
steads  to  pieces,  emptied  the  niattres.~es.  run  pins  into  the 
terpanes  and  coverlets,  turned  out   hi-  cjilcrdown  (pnlt. 


iDUiiterp 
examined  everv 


scrap  o 


aner,  everv  drauir. 


pai 


dn^;  over  the 


.'round  in  the  cellar;  and  1  was  ready  to  iiid  them  pull  the 
louse  down." 


'What  do  von  think  about  it  ?"  aski 


d  the 


cure 


The  will 


iiai~  been  made  away  with  by  one  of  them." 

'"And  the  securities?" 

"'i'ry  to  find  them  !  Try  to  <niess  what  su-h  creatures  would 
-  wily,  and  as  greedy  as  these  Ma--ins 
and  Cremieres.  Make  wluit  you  can  of  su'h  a  fortune  as  this 
Mmoret's;  he  (rr-ts  two  hundred  thousand  francs  for  his  share. 


hf  at — as  cunnin;. 


anc 


1  he  is  going  to  sell  his  license,  his  hou^e.  and  his  interest 
the   Messageries   for   three   hundred   and    fifty   thousand! 


What  sums  of  monev  I     To  sav  nothing  o 


f  tl 


aviniTs  on 


his 


thirtv  odd  thousand  francs  derived  from  real  estate. — Poor 


doctor  I 


T'he  will  might  have  been  hidden  in  the  library?"  said 


."^avmien. 


"And,  therefore,  I  did  not  dissuade  the  child  from  buying 


I  he 


books.     But  for  that,  would  it  not  have  been  fc 


to 


let 


■r  spend  all  her  ready  money  i 


n    DooRS 


will  never 


into?' 


The  whole  town  hail 


ievc(t 


that    the  doct 


or  s  iro( 


lehild 


was  in 
i!    was 


po 


^session  of  the  undiscoverat)le  securities;  but  when 


known  bevond   a   doubt   that   her  fourteen   thousand 


ittlc 


maltv 


-tituted   her 


t fanes  in  consols  and  her  little  personalty  C"i 
whole  fortune,  the  doctor's  liouse  and  furniture  exrifi'd  the 
greatest  curiosity.  Some  thought  that  bank  not"s  would  be 
found  in  the  stufling  of  tlu'  chair-:  others  that  thi-  old  man 
must  have  hidden  them  in  liis  bonks.  The  -ale  ai'i^Tdingly 
.■i!forded  the  spectacle  of  the  strange  precaution-  t.iki'ii  tiy  the 
lii'irs.  Dionis.  as  auctioneer,  explained  with  rcia.'i  to  eacli 
article  put  up  for  sale  that  th"  h.'ir--at-la\v  were  -ellini:  the 
jiiece  of  furniture  only,  an<l  not  anything  that  might  be  found 
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in  it;  then,  bofoiv  partii'-  with  it,  they  all  submitted  it  to  the 
closest  scrutiny,  piiiclicu  it,  tapped  it,  sliook  it;  and  then 
gazed  after  it  witli  ilic  fond  lonks  of  a  father  i)artlntr  with  his 
only  son  for  a  voya^^e  to  the  IikHl's. 

'•Oh,  niadeiiioiselle,"  said  La  Hoiis.dval,  on  her  return  from 
the  lirst  inorniiii,''s  sale,  "1  will  not  go  again.  Monsieur  Bon- 
grand  i>  rigiii  ;  you  could  not  bear  to  see  it.  Hverythini:  i- 
upside  down.  They  come  and  go  as  if  it  were  the  street;  th" 
handsoniot  furnitiire  is  used  for  anything  that  i.s  wanted; 
they  staTid  upon  it  ;  there  is  such  a  uie<s  tint  a  hen  could  nut 
find  her  chicks!  You  nught  think  there  had  been  a  fire. 
Everything  is  turned  out  into  the  courtyard,  the  wardrobe^ 
all  open  and  eiiiy)ty  I  Oh,  poor,  dear  man.  it  is  hicky  for  him 
he  i--  uead  !    This  sale  would  have  been  the  ileatli  of  him !" 

J'.ongrand.  who  was  buying  for  Ursule  the  things  of  which 
the  old  man  had  been  fond,  and  which  were  suitable  for  li^r 
small  house,  did  not  appear  when  the  library  was  sold. 
Sharper  than  the  heirs-at-!a\v.  whose  greed  would  have  made 
him  pay  too  dear  for  the  books,  he  gave  a  comnH>sion  to  a 
second-hand  book  dealer  at  Melun,  who  came  to  Xcinours  on 
purpose,  and  who  managed  to  secure  .-leveral  lots.  As  a  con- 
sequence of  the  suspicions  of  the  heirs,  the  books  were  sold 
one  by  one.  Three  thousand  voluiiies  were  turned  over, 
shaken  one  by  one,  lield  by  the  boards  and  fluttered,  to  nud<e 
any  paper  fly  out  that  might  be  hidden  i)ctwcen  the  leaves: 
finally,  the  bindings  and  backs  were  closely  examined.  The 
lots  secured  for  Ursule  mounted  up  to  about  si.x  thousand  five 
hundred  francs,  lialf  of  her  claims  on  tlie  estate. 

The  bookcase  was  not  delivered  over  till  it  had  been  care- 
fully examined  by  a  cai)inetmaker.  noted  for  his  experience 
of  secret  drawers  and  panels,  who  was  sent  for  expresslv  from 
Paris.  When  the  Justice  gave  orders  that  the  bookcase  and 
books  should  !)e  conveyed  to  ^^a(lemoi~e!le  Miroui't's  hon<e. 
the  beirs-at-hnv  felt  some  vague  alarms,  winch  were  subse- 
quently dissipated  by  seeing  that  she  was  no  richer  than 
before. 

Minoret  bought  his  uncle's  house,  which  the  co-heirs  ran 
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nil  to  fifty  thousand  friines.  iniajj:inin<;  that  tlio  po.-tiiiaster 
Imped  to  find  a  treasure  in  the  walls.  And  the  deed  of  salo 
Kintainod  stipulations  on  this  point.  A  fortni<:ht  after  the 
.'inclusion  of  the  whole  business.  Minoret.  liavinji  sold  his 
pnst-horscs  and  his  husiness  to  the  son  m  a  wealthy  fanner, 
moved  into  his  uncle's  house,  on  which  he  sp.ent  considerable 
>^nuis  in  improvements  and  repairs.  So  Minoret  condemned 
himself  to  live  within  a  few  yards  of  Trsule. 

"i  only  hope,"  said  he  to  Dionis  the  day  when  Savinien  and 
hi-  mother  had  notice  of  the  foreclosure,  "that  now  we  shall 
lie  rid  of  this  precious  nobility.  We  will  turn  them  out.  one 
iiy  one." 

"The  old  lady,  with  her  fourteen  quarterinirs,  will  not 
stay  to  witness  the  disaster."  said  Goupil.  "She  will  iro  to 
die  in  Brittany,  where,  no  doubt,  she  will  find  a  wife  for  her 
s..n." 

"I  don't  think  so,"  replied  the  notary,  who,  that  morning, 
had  drawn  up  the  agreement  of  purchase  fur  Roni^rand. 
i'rsule  has  just  hourrht  the  widow  Richard's  little  house." 

'■That  cursed  little  fool  does  not  know  what  to  do  ne.xt  to 
annoy  ns  I"  cried   Minoret,  very  raslily. 

"Why,  what  can  it  nuUter  to  you  if  she  lives  at  Xemours?" 
a-ked  Goupil.  astonished  at  the  vehement  disj;ust  shown  by 
I  lie  trreat  simpleton. 

"Do  you  not  know,"  said  Minoret,  tnminti  as  red  as  a 
fMippy,  "that  my  .<on  is  fool  enough  to  be  in  love  with  her? 
i  would  give  a  hundred  crowns  to  see  Ursule  well  out  of 
.\(  niours." 

From  this  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  much  Ursule,  poor 
<\(l  resigned  as  she  was,  would  be  in  Mil.  ret's  way.  with  all 
his  money.  The  worry  of  securities  to  be  realized,  of  selling 
hi>  Imsiness,  the  expeditions  consecpient  on  such  unwonted 
atfairs,  his  disputes  with  his  wife  over  every  little  detail,  and 
t!ie  purchase  of  the  doctor's  hou.se.  where  Zelie  wished  to 
live  quite  plainly  for  her  son's  sake, — all  this  turmoil,  so  un- 
like the  (|uiet  course  of  his  usual  life,  prevented  the  great 
Minoret  from  thinking  of  his  victim.     But  a  few  days  after 
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lie  liad  settled  in  the  Hue  dos  B()iir<,'eoi:J,  about  the  middle 
of  May,  on  returning:  from  a  walk,  he  heard  the  sounds  of 
a  piano,  ami  saw  l.a  BoUL^ival  sitlin<,'  in  the  window,  like  a 
dratron  jfiiardinir  a  treasure;  and  at  the  same  moment  he 
heard  an  importunate  voice  witliin  himself. 

An  explanation  of  the  reason  why.  in  a  man  of  his  temper, 
the  siizht  of  I'rsule.  who  did  not  even  suspect  the  theft  he 
had  committed  to  her  injury,  hecanie  at  once  unendurable, 
wliy  the  si<:ht  of  her  diixnity  in  misfortune  filled  him  with  the 
desire  to  get  her  out  of  the  town,  and  why  this  desire  assumed 
the  character  of  hatred  and  passion,  would  lead  perhaps  to 
a  comi)lete  moral  treatise,  i'crhajjs  he  felt  that  he  was  not 
the  legitimate  possessor  of  the  thirty-si.x  thousand  francs 
while  she  to  whom  they  belonged  was  so  close  to  him.  I'er- 
haj)s  he  thought  that  i)y  some  chance  his  th"ft  would  be  dis- 
covered, so  long  as  those  he  had  roi)l)ed  w  within  reach. 
Perha[)s,  even,  in  a  nature  so  primitive,  so  r<uigh-hewn  as  his 
was,  and  hitherto  always  law-abiding,  Frsule's  prcsenee  awoke 
some  kinil  of  remorse.  Perhaps  this  remorse  was  the  more 
poignant  because  he  had  so  much  more  wealth  that  had  been 
legitimately  ac(juired. 

Ife  no  doul)t  ascribed  these  stirrings  of  his  conscience 
wholly  to  Ursule's  pn^sence,  fancying  that  if  she  were  out  of 
sight  these  uncomfortai)]e  pangs  would  vanish  too.  Or  per- 
haps, again,  crime  has  its  own  counsel  of  perfection.  .An 
ill  deed  begun  may  demaiul  its  clima.x.  a  first  blow  may  re- 
quire a  second — a  deathi)low.  Robbery,  perhaps,  inevitablv 
leads  to  imirder.  Minoret  had  committed  the  theft  without 
a  moment's  pause  for  refltx'tion,  events  had  crowded  on  so 
sv\-iftly;  refiection  came  afterwards.  Now,  if  the  reader  has 
fully  pictured  the  appearance  and  build  of  this  man,  he  will 
understand  the  prodigious  results  on  him  of  an  idea.  Re- 
morse is  more  than  an  idea;  it  is  the  outcome  of  a  feeling 
which  can  no  more  be  r-motbered  than  love  can,  and  which  i- 
tyrannous  too.  But  just  as  Minoret  had  not  liesitated  for  an 
instant  to  possess  himself  of  the  fortune  intended  for  Frsule, 
so  he  mechanically  felt  the  need  of  getting  her  away  from 
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Xeiiiours  wlien  the  sijj;lit  nf  licr  clicjiti'd  iiirinrcnrc  stuiii,'  him. 
Htini:  an  iiiibocilc.  lie  never  considered  {•(iuse(jucnces;  he  went 
en  from  dan^'er  to  dan^^er,  ur^ed  by  hi~  in>tiiirtive  enpidity. 
liki'  a  wild  animal  '.vhieli  eanimt  foresee  the  wiles  of  the 
tiunter,  and  trusts  to  its  swiftness  and  stren;:th. 

Before  lonir  the  richer  townsi)eoj)le,  who  were  wont  to  meet 
a!  the  not.iryV  otiicc,  observed  a  chanjre  in  the  manners  atnl 
demeanor  of  the  man  who  had  always  been  so  li^dit-hearted. 

"I  cannot  think  what  has  come  over  Minorct."  Miid  hi>  wife, 
to  whom  he  had  never  revealed  his  bold  stroke.  '•He  i-  all 
anyhow.'" 

'i'he  world  at  large  accounted  for  Minoret's  being  ?ick  of 
himself — for  in  his  face  the  expression  of  thought  was  one  of 
boredom — by  the  fact  that  lie  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do, 
and  by  the  transition  from  an  active  to  an  indolent  life. 
While  Minoret  was  scheming  to  crush  Frsule's  life.  F^a  Bougi- 
val  never  let  a  day  pass  without  making  to  her  foster-child 
some  allusion  to  the  fortune  she  ought  to  have  iiad.  or  com- 
paring her  humble  lot  with  that  which  Mie  late  .nonsieur" 
ha<l  intended  her  to  enjoy,  and  of  which  he  had  spoken  to 
lier — La  Bougival. 

"And  besides,"  said  she,  "it  is  not  out  of  greediness;  hut 
would  not  monsieur,  so  kind  as  he  was,  have  left  me  some 
little  money?" 

"Am  I  not  here?"  Frsule  would  reply,  and  forbid  any 
further  words  on  the  subject. 

She  could  not  bear  liie  taint  of  any  sclf-intere.-tcd  thought 
t<)  touch  the  loving,  melancholy,  and  sweet  memories  which 
ehing  round  the  image  of  the  old  doctor,  of  whom  a  sketch 
■n  black  and  white  chalk,  done  by  her  ilrawing-master,  luing 
HI  her  little  sitting-room.  To  her  fresh  and  strong  imagina- 
tion the  sight  of  this  sketch  was  sullicient  tt)  bring  her  god- 
father before  her;  she  thought  of  him  constantly,  and  was 
Mirrounded  by  the  objects  he  had  loved — his  deep  armchair, 
Uie  furniture  of  his  study,  his  backgammon  board,  and  the 
iiiano  he  had  given  her.  The  two  old  friends  who  remained 
to  her,  the  Abbe  Chaperon  and  Monsieur  Bongrand,  the  only 
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persons  wlioso  visits  she  would  rcfoivc  worn  like  two  living' 
iTicinories  of  the  past  in  tho  midst  of  the  dhjects  to  which  hor 
rcprots  alriiust  pivc  lifo--of  that  past  uhidi  was  linked  to 
the  present  hv  the  love  which  her  fiodfathcr  had  approved  and 
hlcsscd. 

Kre  Ion;:  the  sadness  of  iicr  thou;,'!its.  inscnsihly  softened 
bv  time,  cast  its  hue  on  all  her  life,  hrin,!.nni:  I'vcrvthintr  iutn 
indcfinahlc  haruiony;  exfjuisite  neatness,  perfect  order  in  the 
arran;.'eineni  of  the  furniture,  a  few  flowers  hrouizht  every 
morninfr  l)y  Savinien,  pretty  nothmirs,  a  stamp  of  peace  set 
on  everything:  by  the  yountr  <rirrs  hal)its,  and  wh.ich  made  her 
home  attractive.  After  breakfast  and  after  church  she  rejzu- 
larly  practised  and  sanp ;  then  she  took  her  enit)roiderv,  sitting' 
in  the  window  towards  the  street.  At  four  o'clock  Savinien, 
on  his  return  from  the  walk  he  took  in  all  weather,  would  find 
the  window  half  open,  and  <it  on  the  outer  sill  to  chat  with  her 
for  half-an-hour.  In  the  evening'  the  cure  or  the  Justice 
would  call,  but  she  would  never  allow  Savinien  to  accompany 
them.  Nor  would  she  accept  a  proposal  from  Madame  de 
Portenduere,  whom  her  son  persuaded  to  invite  LtsuIo  to 
live  with  her. 

The  young  girl  and  La  Bougival  lived  with  the  strictest 
economy;  they  did  not  *pend,  on  all  included,  more  than 
sixty  francs  a  month.  The  old  nurso  was  indefatigable:  she 
washed  and  ironed,  she  cooked  only  twice  a  week,  and  kept  the 
renuiins  of  the  cooked  food,  which  the  mistress  and  maid  ate 
cold;  for  Ursule  hoped  to  save  seven  hundred  francs  a  year 
to  pay  the  renuiinder  of  the  price  of  her  house.  This  austere 
conduct,  with  her  modesty  and  resignation  to  a  penurious  life. 
after  having  enjoyed  a  lu.xurious  existence,  when  her  lightest 
whims  were  worshiped,  gained  her  the  regard  of  certain  per- 
sons. She  was  respected,  and  never  talked  about.  The  heirs, 
once  satisfied,  did  Iut  full  justice.  Savinien  admired  such 
strength  of  character  in  so  young  a  girl.  Now  and  again, 
on  coming  out  of  church,  Madame  de  I'ortenduere  would  say 
a  few  kind  words  to  Lrsule;  she  invited  her  to  dinner  twice, 
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;ui(l  came  hersolf  to  fetch  li-r.     If  it  wore  not  indeed  liappi- 
iM  -s,  at  any  rate  it  was  ]R'aee. 

Hut  a  succ'e.->fiii  transietiou,  in  wiiicli  the  .lustiee  displayed 
lii^  "Id  .-kill  ii.-  a  lawyer.  Ijroii.uht  to  a  liead  Minoret's  jierse- 
iiilinn  of  Trsule,  whieh  had  uilherto  smouldered,  and  not 
jnur  Iteyond  covert  ill-will.  As  soon  as  ihe  old  doctor's  estate 
wa.-  fairly  settled,  the  Justiei',  at  l.'rsule's  entreaty,  took  up 
I  lie  cause  of  the  I'ortendueres,  and  undertook  to  <:ct  them 
"111  i»f  their  dilliculties ;  but.  in  calling  on  the  old  hidv.  whose 
"p[M)sition  to  L'rsule"s  hapj)iness  made  iiim  furiuu.-,  he  did  not 
cuncciil  from  her  that  he  was  devoting  himself  to  her  interests 
-ulely  to  please  Mademoiselle  Mirouet.  He  selected  one  of 
111-  former  clerks  to  plead  for  the  I'ortendueres  at  FoiUaine- 
l>!eau.  and  iiiniself  conducted  the  appeal,  for  a  decree  aizainst 
iiie  foreclosure.  }Ie  intended  to  take  advantage  of  the  in- 
terval of  time  which  must  elapse  between  the  granting  of  this 
d.nve  and  Massiu"s  renewed  appeal  to  re-let  the  farm  at  a 
n  lU  of  si.\  thousand  francs,  and  to  extract  from  the  lessee 
t  good  premium  and  the  payment  of  a  year's  rent  in  advance. 
Tlieuceforth  the  whist  parties  met  again  at  Madame  de  I'or- 
ieiiduer""s,  consisting  of  himself  and  the  cure,  Savinicn  and 
I  rsule,  for  whom  the  Justice  and  the  Abbe  called  every  even- 
ing, and  they  saw  her  home  again. 

In  dune,  Bongrand  got  his  decree  annulling  the  proceed- 
ings taken  by  Massin  agai^.st  the  I'ortendueres.  He  at  once 
>igntd  a  new  lea^^e;  got  thirty-two  thousand  francs  from  the 
laniier,  and  a  rent  of  six  thousand  francs  a  year  for  eight 
}ears;  then,  in  the  evening,  before  the  transactions  could  get 
■it'niad.  he  went  to  Zelie.  who.  ;is  he  knew,  was  puzzled  for 
■■n  investment  for  her  savings,  and  suggested  to  her  that  she 
-iioiild  buy  Bordieres  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
Irancs. 

"I  would  clinch  the  bargain  on  the  spot."  said  Minoret, 
■if  only  I  were  sure  that  the  Portendueres  were  going  to  live 
anywhere  than  at  Nemours." 

'"Why?"  asked  the  Justice. 

"We  want  to  be  quit  of  nobles  at  Xeraours." 
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"1  fancy  I  have  heard  the  old  lady  my  that  if  she  could 
^(•Itif  inallrr?,  she  could  live  nowhere  but  in  Brittany  on 
what  would  be  \f\'[.    She  talks  of  .-elling  her  hou.se." 

"Well,  sell  It  to  me  then,"  said  .Minoret. 

'"But  you  talk  a.-J  if  the  money  were  yours!"  f-aid  Zclic. 
"What  are  you  i^oinrr  to  do  with  two  houses?" 

'"If  1  do  not  .-ftlle  the  iiiatter  of  the  farm  with  you  this 
ovenini:,'"  said  tlie  .Justice,  "our  lease  will  become  known; 
we  >hall  have  fresh  proceedings  a;,Min.-t  us  in  three  days, 
and  J  ,-lial!  fail  to  pull  the  tliin^ir  tiiroii;,di.  My  heart  is  set 
on  It;  1  shall  go  on,  tliis  very  hour,  to  .Meluu,  where  some 
farmers  1  kiiuw  will  take  Bordiercs  olf  my  hands  with  their 
eyes  shut.  'I'hen  \ou  will  have  lost  the  opportunity  of  an 
investment  at  three  per  cent  in  the  district  of  le  liouvre." 

'"And  why  then  did  you  come  to  usr"  said  Zelie. 

''Because  1  know  you  to  be  rit-h,  while  my  older  clients  will 
want  a  few  days  to  enai»le  them  to  hand  over  a  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  tliou?and  francs.     1  want  no  delav-." 

'■(iet  lirr  away  froui  Nemours,  and  they  an;  yours!"  said 
Minoret. 

■■^'ou  niiist  .-ce  that  I  cannot  pledge  the  Portcnduercs  in  any 
way."  rejilied  Bougrand,  "but  I  feel  sure  t'.a'  they  will  not 
remain  at  Nemours." 

On  this  a.~surance  Minoret.  to  whom  .'"lie  gave  a  nudge, 
undertook  to  pay  olT  the  Portendueres"  debt  to  the  doctor's 
e.-tate.  The  eoniracL  for  the  sale  was  nuide  out  by  Dionis, 
and  tile  Justice,  very  'content,  made  Minoret  agree  to  the  terms 
of  tiie  renewed  lea^e.  though  he  perceived  rather  hite,  as  well 
as  Zelie,  that  the  ri'iit  was  j)ayable  a  year  in  advance,  leaving 
the  !ii>t  year,  in  point  of  fact,  rent  free. 

By  the  end  of  dune.  Pxmgrand  could  take  ]\Iadame  de 
Portenduere  a  rc'H'ipt  in  full  and  the  remnant  of  her  fortune, 
a  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thou-and  francs,  which  he  ad- 
vi.-ed  '  r  to  inve-t  in  Slate  securities  at  five  per  cent,  as  well 
as  Savinii'u's  ten  thousand;  this  yielded  an  income  of  aboet 
si.\  thousand  frane-  a  year,  'i'hus.  instead  of  having  lost, 
the  old  ladv  had  irained  two  tlu)usand  francs  a  year  hv  the 
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live  isiiown  that  it  was  TrjulfV  prej-once  that 
was  intolerabli;  to  Iiim,  and   felt   ;i  dccjt  n-icntnicnt,  which 
ddi'd  to  liis  hatred  of  liis  victim.     Tiien   Ix-'an   the  covert 
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terril)le  in  its  elTects.  the  ^;t^lllr'JIe  lietween  two  per- 
is' feelin<rs:  MinoretV,  which  iirornjited  him  to  drive  Ursuh? 
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inexplieaiile,  a  sinirular  state  of  ihinLTs  to  which  previous 
'  ■(  nts  had  all  led  up  and  eoiiihiced,  and  to  which  they  had 
;  ■  "ii  the  proloijiie. 

Madame  }.Iiiiorct,  to  whom  her  hu.-hand  presented  plate 
:ij:d  a  dinner  service  worth  alto;:ether  twenty  thou-and  francs, 
f-'ave  a  hand-ome  dinner  every  Sunday,  tlie  day  on  which  her 
-■:i  brouLdii  friends  over  from  F>iniainchleau.  For  these 
kiiKiucts  Zelie  would  send  for  some  rare  dainties  from  Paris, 
i'hus  incitinir  liionis  the  iintnry  to  imitate  her  display.  Goupil, 
wiioni  the  Minorets  did  tieir  inmost  to  banish  as  a  man  of 
ii!-re[)ute  and  a  hlot  on  their  inatrnifieenee,  was  not  invited 
t'l  llie  house  till  ih.e  end  f)f  July,  a  month  after  the  retirement 
!:-to  private  ease  of  the  old  po-tmaster  and  mistress.  The 
' 'erk,  i|uite  al've  to  this  deliberate  neirloet,  was  oliliirej  to 
It'eat  even  I).'sire  with  formality,  and  drop  the  familiar  tu; 
■,:T:i\  Desire,  since  his  appoint iiU'iiL  to  ollicia'i  life,  had  assumed 
a  ;:rave  and  haiij.dity  air  even  amon^'  his  familv. 

"You  have  forwtten   K-tlier,  tlu-n,  --inee  vou  are  in  lovo 


ith    Mademoiselle    Min 


)uet  .■' 
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ng 
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'In  the  first  place.  Ksiher  is  dead,  monsieur.     .\nd  in  the 
"iid.  I  never  thoueht  of  T''->ule."  was  the  reitlv. 


il 


ey  (lay- 
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i-hat 


did  vou  tell  me.  Daddv  Minoret?"  cried 
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Mmoret,  eauj^ht  in  the  very  act  by  so  formidable  a  foe, 
"lild  have  been  put  out  of  cnimteruinee  but  for  th:  seheme 
!■  which  he  had  invited  (ioupil  to  dinner,  remembering  the 
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proposal  fnrrnorly  mad*'  l»y  iho  clerk  to  liimlcr  fr^iilo's  mar- 
riap'  to  youri;:  I'lirtctidiK'n'.  His  only  ;m-u(r  was  to  lead  the 
clork  alfPiiptly  away  and  out  into  the  ;:anl('ii. 

"You  arc  nearly  ciLdit-aiid-twciify.  my  <j>u<i\  f.dlow,"  -jaiil  lie, 
"and  1  do  not  sec  that  you  arc  on  the  lii^'liroad  to  fortum;. 
I  wish  you  well  ;  t'or,  after  all.  you  wit*'  inv  son's  cornitanion. 
Listen  to  mc:  If  von  can  persuade  that  little  Mirouet  to  he. 
come  your  wife — sIk^  has  forty  thousand  francs  at  anv  rate  - 
as  sure  as  my  tiame  i'-.  Minoret,  I  will  j:ivc  you  the  money  to 
buy  a  l)usin.'>^s  at  Orleans." 

"Xo."  said  (ioupil,  "I  should  never  become  known.  M 
Montariris " 

".Vo."  interrupted  Minoret.  "iint  at  Sens—" 

"Very  pood,  say  Sens,"  re|)licd  the  hideous  clerk.  "It  is 
an  archbi.shop's  see.  and  I  have  no  obji'ction  to  a  n^lii^ion-; 
centre.  .\  little  hypocrisy  helps  one  to  iret  on.  Besides,  the 
girl  is  very  pious;  she  will  be  a  success  there." 

"It  nuHt  be  quite  understoixl  that  I  only  irive  the  hundred 
thousand  francs  in  consideration  of  mv  youni:  relative's  mar- 
riage. I  wish  to  provide  for  her  out  of  repanl  for  my  dt*- 
ceased  uncle." 

"And  why  not  out  of  regard  for  me?"  said  (ioupil  mis- 
chievously, for  he  suspected  .'^ome  secret  motive  for  ^linoret's 
conduct.  "Was  it  not  infornuition  <riveii  by  mv  thai  enabl'd 
you  to  pet  twenty-four  thousand  francs  in  rent  from  a  sinpic 
holdinp  in  a  rinp  fence  round  the  Cliate.-iu  dii  Houvre?  Witii 
your  meadows  and  mill  on  the  other  >idc  of  the  Ijoinp  you 
can  add  sixteen  thousand  to  that.  Come,  old  Burly,  will  you 
plav  your  game  with  me  above  board?'" 

"Yes." 

"Well,  jusi:  to  make  yon  feel  my  claws,  I  was  browinp  ;i 
plan  with  Massin  to  pet  possession  of  le  Houvre — park,  par- 
dens,  preserves,  timber,  and  all." 

"You  had  better  I"  exclaimed  Zelie,  interruptinp  them. 

"Well,"  said  (ioupil.  with  a  viperinc  plance  at  her,  "if  I 
choos-e,  Massin  will  have  it  all  to-morrow  for  two  hundred 
thousand  francs." 
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'i-i'avf  us,  wiff."  said  tlif  colossus,  takins  Z/'lio  by  the  arm, 
i'!  turning  Ikt  aliout.  "Wo  utuliTstaml  <aoh  otht-r. — We 
ivf  had  so  nuicli  liusiiicss  on  our  liands,"  li'^  went  on,  coniin}' 


lilf  tn  think  of  vo 


u 


ik  to  (Joupil.  "that  wi'  have  not  hern  a 

I  I  H'ly  on  your  ♦'ricndr-hii)  to  h't  ns  p't  li'  IJoiivrc." 

"An  old   Mar<|uisat(\"'  .-aiil   (ioupil   slily.   "winch   in  your 

nd^  would   soon   he  worth   lil'ty   thousand    fratus  a  vcar — 

'Tf  than  two  nnllions  at  the  present  price 


.f 


inonov. 


And  then  our  hoy  can  marry  the  daujrhter  of  n  Marshal 
Krance,  or  the  heiress  of  >oriie  ancient   house,  which  will 


In  i 


mil  on 


to   1m 


a  ,iu( 


in 


I' 


iins 


aid  the  postmaster, 


I'!  •  ninir  liis  lui;.^'  snulf-hox.  and  on'erin<r  it  to  (imipil. 
"Well,  then,  all  is  square  and  ahove  ixtard?"  asked  Goupil, 

shakinir  his  iinp'rs, 
M 
'.Mv  word  ot  honor. 


noret  wrun<'  his  hand  and  said: 


ord  of  1 
Like  all  cunn 


inir  nil 


n.  the  clerk  fa 


that   this  marria''e  wi 


th  1 


rsulo  Wi! 


ncied.  happily  for  M 
a    mere  oxouse 


I!..lKl 


n;:up 


toh 


im.  now  no 


had 


leen 


Pl 


iivini'  o 


fT  Mi 


ino- 
for 
issin  ajjainst 


t.'h  rii. 


'it  is  not  his  doinff."  said   he  to  himself. 


•I   k 


now  mv 


Z'Mi's  hand  ;  she  has  taupht  him  his  part.  Hah  I  Iv<'t  Massin 
>' i!'  I  Within  three  years  I  shall  he  returned  as  rieputo  for 
>i  11-.""  he  thoufrht. 

Then,  catchini:  si^dit  of  Ronirrand  on  his  way  to  his  fjame 
"f  uiiist  over  the  wav.  he  rushed  into  the  street. 


■V 


oil 


tiik 


e  a   in-eat   interest   in   Ursule   Mirouet.   mv   dear 


\!'  i!-ieiir  Boii'Tand."  said  1 


le 


'vou  cannot  he  indifferent  to 


I;'   I- 


future   prospect? 


Th 
h 


s   IS   our  ])roj:ramnie 


SI 


\e  mav 


irrv  a  notarv  whose  husim 


•iv  n. 


This  notary,  who  will  c( 
will  settle  a  hundred  thou>and  francs  on  her. 


he   in  a   larjie  district 
rtainly  he  depute  in  three 


"She  can  do  hotter."  .'-aid   Jionirrand  stiHh 


'>inci 


Ma- 


dame (le 


'ortendiiere's  mi-fortunes  her  healt'i  is  failin<r.  Yes- 


av  sho 


.kcd 


dread  full  V  il 


slie  is  (iviiv 


<rru! 


f. 


Sa- 


vi;iien  will  have  si.\  thousand  francs  a  year;  L'rsule  has  forty 
iii'iismd  francs;  I  will  invest  their  capital  ou  Massiu's  prin- 


m-t 


TT.SIF.T;  MIItOlKT 


I  N  ■ 


fir. 


fipli — liiil  li<ini'-tly — Jitid  in  Icii  uar-  tiny  nil!  have  a  littli' 
fortiirii'," 

"Siiviriicti  woiiM  he  ,1  fni.l.  II,.  ,;ii,  riinrry  M;ni.  riioi-jollo  >iu 
Ropvro  iiiiy  d^iy  \u-  likes,  jin  otilv  iliiii;:liirr,  to  wIkpiii  Iht  uiirlc 
and  fiimt  will  iiNo  leave  -[ileiKlii!  furt  inn-." 

"  'When  love  has  pit  hold  of  iis.  I'arewell  pnnleiuv'.  "  siiv-i 

la  I'ontaitie.     "I'lit  who  is  ynur  nolan,  for,  after  all ?" 

Haid  I?on;.'rand,  out  of  eiirio-itv. 

"I."  said  (ioiipil.  in  a  tone  that  inadi'  the  .Fnstiee  start. 

"^  oil  r"  sjiid  he,  iidt  atteinplin'.f  to  conceal   liis  ilispiist. 

"\'ery  trood,  ^ir•,  your  servant,"  relorieij  (l.nipil.  with  a 
glare  of  venom,  hatreij.  and  defianei'. 

"Would  you  like  to  lie  the  wif..  of  a  Tiotary  who  will  settlo 
a  hundred  thousand  francs  on  you?"  cried  Hontrrnnd,  en- 
torinjr  the  little  sittinir-rooni.  and  sjieakinix  to  I'rsulo,  whu 
was  sitting'  by  Madame  de  I'orteiidnere,  Crsnle  and  Savinien 
started  as  if  hy  one  inipul.-e,  and  looked  at  each  other;  she 
with  a  sniilo,  he  not  darin.Lr  to  >how  his  unea.-iness. 

"I  am  not  my  own  mistre-s."  refdii-d  I'rsule,  holding  out 
lior  liand  to  Savinien  in  such  a  w.iy  that  his  old  mother  could 
not  see  it. 

"I  refused  the  offer  without  eonsultinfr  vou  even." 

"But  why?"  said  ^:a.ia.  >  le  I'(,!tc;iduere.  "Ft  seems  to 
me,  my  dear,  that  a  notary ".s  profession  is  a  very  re.spectable 
one." 

"I  prefer  my  {waceful  povortv,"  -ht>  replied,  "for  it  is  opu- 
lence in  comparison  with  what  I  h.id  a  rij:ht  to  expect  of  life. 
My  old  nurge  sjiares  me  many  anxieties,  and  I  would  not  ex- 
chancre  my  present  lot,  whicli  suits  me,  for  an  unknowii 
future." 


Next  mornin?  the  po>t  hrouprht  a  poisoned  dart  to  two 
hearts  in  the  shape  of  two  anonymous  letters — one  to  Madame 
de  Portenduere,  and  one  to  T'rsuli-.  This  is  the  letter  n'- 
ceived  hy  the  old  hidv : 

"You  love  your  son,  you  would  wi^li  to  see  him  married 
as  beseems  the  name  he  hears,  and  you  are  fostering  his  fanev 


TiiK  MiNoitKr  i'i!(»ri:i;i  V 


IKi 


hr  an  iiniliitioiis  littlf  i 


lit  w)iir  h"ii-"  one  Tr.  nlc.  tlic  cl;ui>;litcr  <>f 
tlla^it'r;   wlii.i^   vou    mi  ;li(    tiuirrv    Inin    to 


liii^r  witlioiit  ari\  furl  uric,  by  rcroiviiif^ 


liiiiiM't'.  wliosc  two  ;incl(>s,  ihf  Maii 


!!ic 


Clievalicr  dii  I.'.mvrt',  .ai-l 


ijin- 


a  nj^iiin'Mtal  buml- 
MailiMiioii^ollc   (In 
KorKjiKTolli's  and 
1  fr 


1  liaviii''  thiitv  tluni-and  francs 


a  year,  intend  lo  settle  a  lar;,'t'  sum  nii  tiirir  tiifcc  on  her  I'lar- 
'>  '!>   nn|    to   lca\i'   ilii'ir   f..rtiiin'   lo   Lit   foolisli   old 


ria;,'e 

filtluT,    M.    (ill    Holivre.    wlin    wa-ti's    his 


•ulp-ianec. 


Mad 


aiiK! 


Senzy — Aunt  Cli'mcniiiic  dii   [{mivn — who  has  just  lost 


I  only  son  in  .\l<jier 


\Ml 


Ilo    I 


loiiht  also  adopt  hor  nioco. 


Soiuf  one  who  wishes  you  well  believes  that  Savi 
i"  aci  ('f)te(l." 
This  is  the  lett.T  written  to  I'rsule 


men  wou 


Id 


'Dio.vit  I'lssiLi;,— 'I'hcre  is  in  N 


eniours  a  voun<r  nian  who 


iiiolizes   you;   he  eannot   set-  you   at    work   at  your  window 
without  8ueh  emotions  a>  j)rove  to  him  that  his  love  is  for 


hff 


Thi^ 


s  young  man   is  gil'icd  with  a  will  of  iron  and  a 


pir>everaiiee 


whi(  I 


1  ne 


tiling  can  daunt.     .\cc(  pt  his  love  with 
avnr,  lor  his  intentions  are  of  the  purest,  and  he  humblv  asks 


Vnil 


r  hand  in  the  hope  of  making  you  happv.     His  fortune, 
llniiigh  suitable  even  now.  is  nothing  to  what  he  will  make  it 


^v.'ii  II   v(ui  are  his  wife 


Y 


OU    Wil 


some  (lav 


( 


bo 


in  as  the  wife  of  a  minister,  and  one  of  t! 


10 


reeeiveii 
'irst  ladi( 


at 


ih-'  land. 


h 


V     111 


■very  day.  thougii  you  eannot  see 


il!L 


})lace  one  of  l^a  Bougival's  pots  of  pinks  in  your  window, 


md  that  will  tell  him  that  Ik 


may  appear  before  you 


I  rsule  burnt  this  letter  without  mentioning  it  to  Savinien 


T.*"  (lavs  later 


received  another,  in  t 


lose  terms 


■V 


OU  were  wrong,  dear  Trsule,  not  to  replv  to  h 


•ves  vou  better  than    his   life 


OU 


ancv   \()U   wil 


■^a>inien,  but  you  ar 
^^'  :!  never  take  place. 
}    ;  no  more  at  her 


im  wno 
inarrv 


-Iranirelv   mistaken. 


M 


hat    marria''e 


Klame  de 


irleiid 


Here,  who  w 


.-ill 


■00 


lioii-e.  IS  goinix  this  morniii''-  to  le 


R 


fool,  in  spile  of  the  weak  state  >lie  i-  in,  to  ask  Made 


ouvrc. 


moi- 


ouvre  m  niarn 


du   i{ 
d.     What  object ifui  c 


>r  Savinien. 


H 


e  will   finallv 


\n  he  niaive.-' 


e  on  tlii'ir  li 


'ttle  their  fortun 
ne  amount*  to  Sixiv  tiiuii.-aiul  liaiK 


at 


lie  young  lady's  u.icles 
(  r  marriage.  That 
a  sua 


^mi 
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ri;sri-H  Miuoi  i;i' 


This  lolttT  turturcil  rr>iilc".-  hrart  In  iiiakin;,'  lier  ac- 
quainted with  ilic  luriiii'nl.'  of  jcal(iu-y.  palm.-  liitlicrto  un- 
known, wliicli.  Id  Iht  liiic'y  m-'jaiiizcil  n.itiii'r.  >i)  alive  to  suf- 
fering:, swainpt'd  thr  prf.-ciit ,  the  fu;un\  and  even  the  past 
in  priff.  From  the  motiimt  uh.-n  -he  nci'ivcd  this  fatal 
missive,  she  sat  niolionless  in  the  doctor's  armchair,  her  cyi-s 
fixed  on  vaeanev,  and  lo.-t  in  a  sorrov.ful  n'Vcrie.  In  an  in- 
stant tiie  chill  of  death  liad  eonie  on  !,■.  r  in.-te  ^  '  of  the  irlow  nf 
exquisite  life.  Alas!  It  ua.-  wor.-e:  it  \va-,  in  fact,  tiic 
dn^adful  awakenin.t:  of  the  dead  to  find  ihat  then'  is  no  (Jod - 
the  masterpiece  of  that  stranire  Lreniii.-  dean  Paul.  Four  tiine> 
(lid  La  Kouj/ival  try  to  pei>ua(le  Fr-iile  to  eat  her  breakfast; 
she  saw  the  girl  take  up  her  bread  and  lay  it  down  apaui, 
unable  to  carry  it  to  her  lips.  Wiun  .-he  ventured  to  offer  a 
remonstrance,  Crside  sto[)]HMi  her  with  a  wave  of  the  hand. 
saying  Hush  I  in  a  terrible  tone,  as  de-potie  as  it  had  hitherto 
always  been  sweet.  La  Bougival.  watching  her  ini>tre-s 
through  a  glass  door  between  the  rooms,  saw  her  turn  aUer- 
nately  as  red  as  if  fever  were  consuming  her,  and  then  iiluc, 
as  though  an  ague  fit  liad  followed  the  fever.  Bv  about  feiir 
o'clock,  when  L'rsule  rose  every  U'w  .'e.inutes  to  look  whether 
Savinien  were  eoniing,  and  .Sa\  inieii  criiiie  not,  she  became  evi- 
dently worse.  .Jealousy  and  doubt  de-iroy  all  the  l)ashfuln(',ss 
of  love.  Ursulc,  wlio  till  now  liad  iievei-  allowed  her  passion 
to  be  detected  in  the  least  ge-ture.  put  on  her  hat  and  her 
little  .shawl,  and  ran  into  tii''  pa>sage  to  go  out  and  meet 
Savinien;  but  a  remnant  of  reserve  brought  her  back  into  the 
little  sitting-room.    There  she  wept. 

When  the  cure  came  in  the  evening,  the  poor  old  nurs« 
stopped  him  on  the  threshold. 

'*0h.  Monsieur  le  Cure,  I  do  not  know  what  ails  Made- 
moiselle; she ■' 

"I  know,"  said  the  priest  sadly,  .-ilencing  the  frightened 
attendant. 

The  Abbe  then  told  Crsule  what  slie  had  not  dared  to  ask: 
"Madame  de  Portenduere  had  gone  to  dine  at  le  Kouvre." 

"And  SavinieuJ'" 


t  s 
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18" 


•He  too." 

irsule  .•iluidclerod  ncn'ously — a  sluuldcr  which  thrilled  the 
.\iil;i;   ('h;ij)('n.ii   as   tlidugli   Ik-    imd    received   a  slioek   from 


llillc 


aiu 


l.e  fell  a  jiaiiifui  luriiioil  at  his  heart. 


ii(  t   'M  to  lier  house  tliis  eveimiir. 


aiM 


Miv  (  hild,  vou  will   I 


)('  ui-c  never  to 


d  he. 
the 


re 


''he  old  l.eiv  iiii^i'lit  receive  vdii  m  a  wav  that  would 


\(ji;r 


We.   1 


laviu; 


liniii'dii   h<T  to  listen  to  the 


of  your  luarria;,^!'  to  .Saviuicii,  cannot  iniairine  uliat  ill- 


u  :iiil  ha 


bl 


own  to  chani:e  her  vicu.~  m  an  instant. 


■niii 


am   prepared    tor  anytliuij,'' ;   iiotliiii< 
said    L'rsule   in   a  tone  of   con\ictio; 
ies  it  IS  a  in-eat  comfort  to  feel  that  1  iia 


l.'U 


dtiod. 


can   astonish   mo 

In   siu'h   ex- 

ve  (lone  nothing 


".Subni 

wavs 


my  dear  dau;,diter,  and  never  try  to  inquire  into 


)f  I'r 


■ovidelice. 


said  the  cure. 


w  any  unjust  .-uspiciou  of  M.  de  Por- 


"I  do  not  wish  to  slio 
1-  -iduere's  charai-ter 

Why   do  vou   no  loii'rer  call   him   Savinien?"   a.skod   the 


olj-servinL^  a  certain  bitternc: 


m 


rsule  s  tone. 


My  dear  Savinien  I""  she  went  on,  witli  a  burst  of  tears. 


a  voice  assures 


IS.  my  good  friend,"'  she  said,  sobbin;: 

that  his  heart  is  as  noi)le  as  his  birth.     He  has  'U)t  merely 

me  that  he  loves  me ;  he  has  proved  it   in  a  thousand 


■ate  wavs.  and  bv  hcroicallv  controU 


iiu 


ic  ardor  of  liii 


-ion.     l^atelv,  when  he  took 


mv 


hand  that  1  held  out  to 


when  Monsieur  K<iii):rand  propose<i  to  me  for  a  notary, 
■hire  to  you  tiial  it  was  the  iirst  lime  I  had  ever  offered  it 


:m. 
acros 


T 


1  '.iirh  he 


an,  indeed,  by  a  jest,  blowing  me  a 
the  street,  r-vnv  then  our  atrectioii  has  never  once, 

toll 


mav 


'I'U  know,  ()verstcp[)ed  the  strictest  limits;  but  I 
i  -you  who  ivail  my  whole  soul  excepting'  the  one  spot 
■'■h  IS  open  only  to  the  anurels — well,  this  atfection  is  in  me 
ition  of  many  virtues.     It  has  enabled  me  to  accept 


ind 


Ol 


iiovertv  ;  it 


ha? 


perhaps 


>ftened   tt 


bitterncy 


of   t 


le 


larable  loss  for  which  I  mourn  now  more  in  mv  jrarment: 


!:  in  in  my  heart  1    Yes,  I  have  d(;ne  wronir— for  my  1 


y  love  ha? 


11 


n:| 


"Ifft 
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been  greater  than  my  gratiiiidc  to  my  ^'odfather;  and  Cod 
has  avon;^'(■(l  him!  Hi»\v  (ould  1  help  it?  What  I  valued 
myself  for  was  as  Savinieii's  wife.  I  have  been  tou  proud; 
and  it  is  that  prule.  perhaps,  that  (iod  is  piini-hinjf.  (iod 
alone,  as  you  have  often  told  me,  ought  to  be  the  spring  and 
end  of  all  we  do." 

The  eure  was  touelied  as  he  saw  tln'  tears  rolling  down  her 
cheeks,  already  jialer.  The  greater  the  poor  girKs  confidence 
had  been,  the  lower  she  had  fallrn. 

'"However,""  she  went  on,  "reduced  once  more  to  my  or- 
phaned state,  1  shall  he  able  to  accustom  myself  to  the  proper 
frame  of  mind.  After  all.  could  1  ijcar  to  he  a  stone  round 
the  neck  of  the  man  1  love?  What  should  lie  do  here?  Who 
am  1  that  1  shouhi  asjjire  to  liim?  Dn  I  not  love  him  with 
such  j)erfect  love  that  it  is  ('(jual  to  a  complete  sacrifice  of  my 
liappmess,  of  my  hopes?  And  yuu  know  1  have  often  blamed 
myself  for  setting  my  love  on  a  tomb,  and  looking  forward 
to  the  morrow  of  that  old  lady's  death.  If  .Savinien  can  iie 
ricli  and  happy  through  another  woman,  I  have  just  moiuy 
enough  'o  j)urchast'  my  admission  to  a  convent,  to  which  I 
shall  at  once  retire.  'j"here  ought  not  to  be  two  loves  in  a 
won,  u's  heart,  any  more  than  there  are  two  Lords  in  hcavcii. 
The  religious  life  will  have  its  charms  for  me."" 

"He  could  not  allow  his  mother  to  go  alone  to  le  Rouvre," 
said  the  kird  priest  gently. 

"We  will  talk  no  more  of  it.  my  dear  Monsieur  Chaperon. 
I  will  write  to  him  th.is  evening  to  give  him  his  liberty,  i  am 
glad  to  be  obliged  to  dn.-f  the  windows  of  my  sitting-room.'' 

She  then  told  him  about  tlie  aiionymcuis  letters,  saving  that 
she  would  otl'er  no  eiicourageinenl  to  this  unknown  suitor. 

"Ah!  it  is  an  anonymous  letler  that  has  prompted  Madame 
de  Portenduere"s  expedition  to  le  Kouvre!""  exclaimed  tlio 
cure.  "You  are,  no  doubt,  the  object  of  some  malignant  per- 
secution." 

"But  wiiy?  Xeither  Savinien  nor  F  have  injured  anv  one. 
and  we  are  doing  no  harm  to  anv  one  here." 

"Well,   well,   my   child.      We  will   take  advantage  of  Uvs 


Tin-:  MINOHKT   ITJOF'KKTY 


riiadi)  whicli  I,;is  bmlxm   np  our  littlr  pjirtv  l 


189 


II  iirranue  our 


rniiid  and    I   will  m-I   tlirm   Mi';ii,Ldii.   for  we  had   lh(Uii:hl   of 


anting  throiiirh  them.     I'ut   vonr  Ini-t  in  Cftd;  hnt 


rcMnctii- 


r.  too,  tliat  in  tlic  .Fu.-^tiee  and 


iiiv-clt'  \iiii  liavf  two  di'vot'.'d 


Irn'iK 


"And  that   is  much,"  sh 


aid.  walkini:  to  tlic  .tkI  of  th 


ttlf  alley  witli  tlic  pricsl,  and  iraniiiir  her  neck  likr  a  bird 


ikint 


out 


Its  nest.  >til 


hopinLT  to  <('!>  >a\!nii'n. 


At  this  instant  .Minorct  and  (loupil.  con 


iin<r  iioine  from  a 


frr 


wa 


Ik  in  I 
■ir-;it-hivv  said  to  I'rsul 


ic  count rv.  stoj)p,7i  as  they  were  passing,  and  the 


"What  is  tlu'  matter. 


e : 
cousin! 


-I 


IT  wc  are  still  cousins,  are 


'w    not  'f     You  look  altered." 
'iiiupil  cast  such  ardent  eve^  on 


d.     She  r 


m  in  witlmnt  replvin; 


rrsule  tliat  she  was  iright- 


■■She  is  a  wild  hird."  said  Minorct  to  the  euro. 

••.Mademoisollo  .\Iirouet  is  quite  right  not  to  talk  to  men 
"t!  her  doorstep;  -lie  is  too  young     .      .      ," 

"Oh!"  said  (Joujiil  ;  "yf)u  must  be  well  aware  that  she  does 
I:"!  lack 


lovers  : 


cure  bowed  hastily,  and   hurried   off  to  the   Rue  des 


ii'varireoif 


"Well,"   said   the   1 


iwyer'.-   <lerk    to    ^[inoret.    "the    fat    is 


ing.     She  is  a~  pale  as  deati'  alreadv:  within  a  fortni'^ht 


have  left  t!ie  town.     Y 


on  will  .-ee 


"It  is  better  to  have  you  for  a  fri 
d    Minoret,  struck  liv  tl 


lend  than  tor  an  enemv, 


le   horrilile   smile   which   jrave   to 


(,    ,! 


ipil's  face  the  diabolical  expres-ion  which  Joseph   Brid, 
to  GoetheV  Me[ihi-topheIes. 


ui 


•i    bel 


leve  you  I"  replied  fKUipil.     'if  >1 


I  will  make  her  die  of  j:ri(>f. 


le  will   not  jnarrv 


I'o  so,  bov,  and    I   wil 


'•  'lu-iness  in  Paris 


Tl 


give  vou   moncv  enough  to  start 


icn  vou  can  marn-  a  ridi  wife 


i  oor  girl  I — wh\.  wiiat   harm   has  she  done  you?"  asked 
'lerk  in  some  surprise. 
'1  am  sick  of  her,"  said  Miuoret  roughly. 
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•*r 


"Only  wait  till  Mdrulay,  and  ImII  sc"  linv\-  I  will  make 

her  sijiiiriii,"  n  plied  (ii)ii[iil,  stiid\mi:  the  postmaster's 
coiiiitciianci'. 

Ni'xt  iiinrri.ini:  l,a  n(iiiL:ival  wcin  lo  -cc  Savinicn,  and  n< 
she  ^'avc  him  a  note,  she  said,  "1  don't  kiiuw  what  the  dcT 
chilli  has  written  you  ahout  ;  itut  she  l.ioks  like  a  corpse  tli:~ 
inorninf,'." 

Who.  on  readin::  this  letter  to  Savinieti.  ran  fail  to  pietiirf 
the  suil'erings  rrsule  must  have  endured  during  the  pa.st 
night  ? 

"^Iy  Dear  Savixiex, — Your  mother  wishes  yon  to  marrv 
Mademoiselle  du  Rouvre,  1  am  told:  and  perhaps  she  J, 
right.  You  see  your.-e!f  hetween  a  life  almost  of  jxn-erlv 
and  a  pn>iiii)n  <d'  wealth,  heiwi'cn  the  wife  of  voiir  hean 
and  a  woman  of  fa.-hion,  hetweeu  ohedienee  to  vour  mother 
and  oiiedieiiee  to  your  nwn  elioic( — tor  I  >lill  helieve  that  I 
am  your  ehoicc.  Savinien.  >in.-e  yon  mu-t  decide.  I  wi,-h  tha' 
yon  should  do  so  in  perfect  freedom.  1  give  vcui  hack  voiir 
word — given  not  to  me.  hut  to  yourself,  at  a  mon\ent  which 
1  can  never  forget,  and  which,  like  all  the  ijav-  that  lia\e 
passed  since  then,  wa-  angelicallv  pure  and  sweet.  That 
memory  will  he  enough  for  me  to  !i\e  cm.  If  vou  -hoald  per- 
.sist  in  adh(>ring  to  your  vows,  a  dark  and  dreadful  thought 
would  always  trouhle  my  !iappine>-:.  In  thi'  niid-t  of  mir 
privations,  which  you  now  take  so  lightly,  you  might  after- 
wards retlect  that,  if  you  hail  l)ut  followed  the  rules  of  the 
world,  things  might  have  heen  verv  ditlVrent  with  vou.  if 
you  were  the  man  to  utter  such  a  thouirht.  it  would  he  iiiv 
death-warrant  in  hitter  anguish:  and  if  you  did  not  sav  it. 
1  should  he  suspii-ious  of  the  sliL^iitc^l  cloud  on  vour  hmw. 
Itear  Savinien.  1  ha\e  always  cared  f^r  you  more  than  for  anv- 
thmg  on  earth.  I  niiglit  de  >o :  for  my  godfather,  though 
jealous  of  you.  said  to  me,  'Love  him.  ni\  child  I  you  will  cer- 
tainly be  his,  and  he  yours  some  day.'  When  I  went,  to  Paris 
I  loved  you  without  ho]t(>.  ami  that  love  wa<  enuiigh  for  :iie. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  revert  to  that  state  of  mind, 
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F  will  trv.     W 


-\  liruihcr  aiui  ^-istcr.     Let 


)ai  arc  w.'  to  v.wh  dthcr  at  this  inonient 


u-  remain 


rl.  \vl 


Marrv  the  ha 


i>py 


lox-  joy  it  will  l.c  to  restore  to  your  name  the  lustre 
accordini,'^  to  your   mother,    must    tarnish. 


till-   It.   which 


11  ^hall  never  hrar  me  mentioned.     The  world  will  applaud 

:ime  you.  and  shall  always 


'Ve  ve 


lielieve  me 
f 


stiali   never 


hi 


1.  I  a  re  we 


•Wait 


eried   the  youn^  man.      He  made  La  Bouffival 


-;t  down,  and  ha~tilv  wrote  these  few  liiu 


■My  Deau  Uu.sLi.E,— Your  letter  hreaks  tnv  heart,  f( 


lie  m 


thet 


or  vou 


ng  on  yourself  nnieh  useless  pain,  and  for  the  first 


Miiie  our  hearts  have  failed  to  understand 


;i  are  not  a 


I  read 


each  other. 


V  mv  w 


lie 


is   I 


lecause 


I 


That 


cannot  vet   inarrv 


nil,  ar(>  not  ei'dit  thou- 


'.wthoiit  niy  mother's  consent.     After 

-niii   francs  a.  vear.  in  a  pretty  cottaire  on  the  hanks  of  the 

l-o'Uis.  ipiite  a  fortune  y     W'l 

\al.  we  could  save  li\e  thoii-aiii 


calculated  that,  with 


B 


1  f 


rancs  a  vear.     Y 


'OUiTi- 
ou  allowed 


iiie  one  evenin^r  in  your  unci 

promised  wife,  and 

tit 


es  irarden  to  rej,'ard  you  as  mv 
\ou  cannot    hy  yourself  alone  hreak  the 
which  hind  u>  both.     Need  I  tell  urn  that  I  plainlv  de- 
sired, yesterday,  to  .Monsieur  du  Houvre  that,  even  if  I  were 
I  would  not  acce})t  a  fortune  from  a  vounir  ladv  whom  I 


did  not   know 
I'ise   th 


.M 


y  mother  refuses  to  see  vou  anv  nioro;  I 


lie  tiai)piness  ot  my  evenin.i:s,  lait  do  not  abridire  the 
(■ri.f  moments  when  I  may  speak  with  yon  at  vour  window. 
Till  this  evening,  then Nothing  can  part  us." 

■•(Jo  now,  my  good  woman.  She  must  not  have  a  moment's 
I  •edless  anxiety." 

That  afternoon,  on  his  return  fr.im  the  walk  he  took  even- 
liav  on  purpose  to  pa^s  hy  Trsiile's  dwelling,  Savinien  found 
ii' T  somewhat  the  paler  for  all  these  sudden  agitations. 

•I  feel  as  though  I  liad  never  fill  this  moment  known  what 
■■  tiappiness  it  is  to  see  you  !''  said  slie. 

"You  youiself  said  to  me,"  replied  Savinien,  with  a  smile, 
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■■liiat  "I.nvi'  ciiniiot  exist  uiihunt  puiicucc:  [  will  wait'  -fn- 
I  r('iiiciiii)tT  all  _\niir  wonU.  I>iit  \\.\\i-  voii.  mv  dear  chili, 
divided  love  from  I'ailli  ?  Ah  I  thi-  i~  ih.-  imhI  of  all  i.iir  dilTi  r- 
ences.  Voii  have  alway.~  >aid  lliat  vipii  !(,V(d  me  inure  ihaii  I 
could  love  you.  \\\\{  have  I  ever  (loiiliicd  von  ?"'  he  a-kcl, 
^Mvin^r  her  a  l);:neh  of  wildllourrs  cho-cn  so  a.-  to  >viiiholizi' 
his  feelinLr>. 

"Vou  have  no  reason  to  dunht  ine."  -he  replied,  'i^eside-, 
you  do  not  know  all."  she  added,  in  a  tune  of  uneasiness. 

She  had  ,t:iven  orders  that  no  ietliuv-  lo  Iku'  liv  [Hist  slnniM 
Ijo  taken  in.  ]\u\  without  her  heiiiu-  jiliie  to  i:ue~s  hv  what 
conjuring'  trick  the  thin;.''  had  heen  iheie.  a  few  minutes  aft' r 
Savinien  had  left  her,  and  she  had  watched  him  round  the 
turninrrof  the  line  i\f^  Hour^'cois  out  of  the  lliirli  Street,  she 
found  on  her  arinchair  a  jiiece  of  pa|ier  on  which  was  writ- 
ten: 

"Treinhlel     The  lover  scorned  will  he  worse  than  a  tifrer." 

XotwithsttindiniT  Savinien's  entreaties,  she  wouM  not.  out 
of  prudence,  trust  him  with  tiie  dreadful  secret  of  her  fears. 
ITie  inetfahle  joy  of  seeintr  him  airaiu.  after  helievini:  him  ln<t 
to  her.  could  alone  enahle  her  to  foriret  thi^  mortal  chill  which 
came  over  her.  Kverv  one  knows  the  intolerahle  torment  ef 
awaitin,Lr  an  indefinite  mi-fortune.  SutTiTinL^  then  assume-; 
the  proportions  of  the  unknown,  which  i-  certainlv  infinitude. 
to  the  mind.  To  Ursule  it  was  the  irreate-t  an:'ui~h.  She 
found  h<'rse]f  startinjr  violently  at  the  .-liLditest  sound;  she 
distrusted  the  silence:  rdie  sus|i<^"ted  the  walls  of  conspiracies. 
Her  peaceful  sleep  was  hroken.  (loupil.  without  knowing; 
anything  of  her  constitution — as  fra<:;ile  as  that  of  a  flower  -- 
liad,  hy  the  itistinct  of  wickeilnc.s.s.  hit  on  the  poison  that 
woidd  blijrht  it — kill  it. 

The  ne.xt  day.  however,  passed  without  anv  shock.  T'r- 
pule  played  the  j)iano  till  v(^ry  late,  and  went  to  hed  ahnost 
rea-sured.  and  overpowered  hy  sleep.  .\t  ahout  midniiiht  she 
was  roused  iiy  a  hand,  consist ini:  of  a  clarionet,  a  liauthoi^. 
a  llule.  a  cornet-a-pision.  a  trondioiie.  a  hassoon,  a  fife,  and 
a  triangle.     All  tiie  neighbors  were  at  their  windows.     The 


w 
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fX.(ir  child,  upset  In-  srcin^r  a  crcu,!  in  th 


•  I  the  lii'iirt  on  hearing:  a  1 


-irrct,  was  .-tnirk 


I'liir.-r,  viilirar.  man's  voice  crviiii' 


elll 


'i'cir  the  fair  Trsule  M 
At   church   next   mort 


iniuci.  a  serenaile  from  hep 


lover : 


aiK 


mii:  all   the  town   ua-  in  a   hu!)!)ub; 
a>   ['rsule  enterci!   and  .jnitted  th-  dnircl'.  ^he  <a\v  the 

inn--  at   h^r.  and  displayiin:  tlie 


>ijUarc  tilled  with  Ln-oiin-  .-t 


Miii-i  odmu.-  curiosiiv.      'I'l 


V.  :iirL:i 


11''.  f( 


le  .-crenade   had  set   ever 


r  i\erv  one  ua-  !o--i 


V  ton<,Mie 


'"ic  more  dead  than  ali\c,  and 


in  conji'diu'e.      I  r-nle  ^'ot 
Went  out  no  nidre.  t 


le  cure 


ii.ivii)<r  advi-ed  her  to  sa\ 


ve-p<'rs  at  iiom 


() 


n  iroin^-  m  .~lie 


-aw,  !yin,<:  in  the  pa.--a<re  paved  with  red  hrick  th; 


-trect   to   the  euurlyard   heliind,   a    lilter   that    li 


It  ran  from 


ipped  under  the  d 


Kt    heen 


oof 


th 


e     ile~ire 


lie  pieki'd  it  up  and  read  it,  [)rompt( 


'une    evphmaiion 


T! 


le     lea>t     sensitive 


a'.rr  can   iina^'-ine   her   feelini:- 


liiirds 


as  she   saw   these   terrible 


".Make  up  your  mind  to  l,e  mv  wife,  rich  and  adored.  I 
v*'!!  have  you.  If  you  are  not  mine  alive,  you  shall  he.  dead, 
''oi  niay  ascribe  to  vour  refusal  misfortunes  which  will  not 
!.dl  on  you  alone.— Hi;  uiio  l(ivi;s  voi;  and  will  soiit:  u.vv 
!'ossi:ss  vou." 

Strauire  irony!  al  tlie  moment   when  the  p-cntle  victim  of 

i-  consfuracy  was  dror.pin-  jik.'  a   plucked   tlower.   Mesde- 

'■  li-elics   Ma.ssin,    Dion!      and    Cremiere   were   envvin<'-   Iut 

"She  is  a  happy  irirl.""  they  W(-re  sayin,-.  "Men  are  de- 
yu;]  to  her,  flatter  iier  taste,  are  rvadv  to  quarrel  for  her. 
Hi''  serenade  wa,s  deli-htful.  it  would  sooni!  There  was  a 
'    niet-a-piston  I" 

"What  is  a  corne1-a-piston  V 

".X  new  ?ort  of  inusi,'a]  instrument — tlier(> — as  lontr  as 
''I'lt!'"  ^aic]  An,<,'eli(pie  ('remi;-re  to  I'aniela  ]\rassin, 

I^arly  ne.\t  day  .^avinien  went  off  to  Fontainebleau  to  in- 
fjinre  who  liad  ordered  the  musicians  id"  the  ri'-iment  sta- 
J3 


I  .t 


'■1 


VM 
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tioiicd  thiTc;  hut  as  tlicrc  uiTr  luo  m,  ti  t"  cacli  in-itniinont, 
it  was  iiiipu.-sililc  to  a-c(Tiain  uiihli  had  irdiic  to  Xcinours 
8in''f  llic  ('i)|()ri<'l  |)rnlnhitfil  thfin  frmn  plavii;:  fur  private 
persons  witlioiii  his  h'avi-.  Mdiwiciir  i|c  I'cirt'  luhirr.'  liad  an 
inl(T\i('\v  uith  the  |uihhi-  pi'u-ci'iiidr.  rr-ii!i'"<  h'^ral  Lnianiian, 
and  explained  to  liiin  the  serious  ell'eet  such  Mcne-  mu-t  lune 
on  a  youiii,'  ;:irl  so  delicate  and  fraLnle  a-  -he  ua-.  heu'irini: 
him  to  find  i.iit  the  in-ti;'';itor  nf  this  >eren,-i(h'  hv  means  that 
tlie  hiw  couh]  set  in  nintinn. 

Three  days  hiter.  in  the  middle  of  ihe  niLfiit.  a  second  sere- 
nade was  ,iriven  hy  three  violins,  a  lliite.  a  jruitar.  and  a 
hautlKus.  On  thi>  oi-ca-mn  tlic  mu-ician-  made  i.lf  hv  the 
road  to  .Montar^d^,  where  there  wa^-  ju-t  then  a  trou|)e  of 
actors.  Betwt'en  two  piece>  a  strideiu  and  drunken  voice  luid 
proclainicfl : 

"'I'o  the  dauirhter  of  IJandma-ler  Mirnui't." 

Thus  all  Nemours  was  appri.-i'd  nf  the  pmfe-sion  of  I'r- 
suloV  father,  the  .-ecivt   i!ie  u|d  dnctMr  had  -u  carefuHv  kepi, 

Bui  this  time  Savmien  did  nut  ud  to  Muntarui-;  he  re- 
ceived in  the  course  of  the  ilay  an  annnyiiK.u.-  letter  frota 
Paris  containing,'-  this  terrihie  prophecx  : 

"You  shall  not  marry  I'rsule.  If  you  wi-li  Iier  to  live. 
make  ]ui>te  and  surrender  her  to  jiim  who  hive-  her  more  than 
you  do;  lor  he  has  liecome  a  imi-ii-iaii  anil  an  artist  to  please 
her,  and  would  rather  see  her  dead  tluin  a-  vnur  wife."' 


By  this  time  tlie  towTi  doctor  >>{'  Xemour-  was  seeini:  I'r- 
,snle  three  times  a  (hi v,  fur  this  covert  persecution  !iad  hrouLfht 
her  to  the  [loint  <>!'  death.  l'lun;red.  as  she  felt  In  r-elf.  l)v  a 
diaholical  hand  into  a  slonudi  (d"  mud.  the  irenllc  irirl  hehav.d 
like  a  martyr;  she  lay  jH-ri'i'cily  -ilent.  rai>inLr  her  eve<  to 
lieavcni  without  tears,  .awaitinir  further  l)low-  with  fervent 
prayer,  and  hoi)in,Lr  for  the  ^troke  tlu't  nu.srht  he  her  death. 

'"1  am  ^dad  to  he  unahle  to  u()  downstairs."  -aid  she  to 
Mon^-ieur  Bon,i:rand  and  liie  .\hhc,  wiio  sta\ed  with  her  as 
much  as  possjhle.  "lie  would  come,  and  1  feel  unworthy  to 
meet  the  looks  wit  It  wliich  lie  is  in  the  liabit  of  laakui'^  lue 


Kloof  l\^     ... 

U:'-cl.        i'v    1  ; 


1 1 . : .- 1  -   1 .       1    - .  1  . 


THi:   .Ml.\(»i;i:i'   I'ltnl-KKiy 


lor. 


-Whv.    if  S; 


I''  iiiii  II  I  ,iiiri.,i  i|i 


■!liniirf|i|    l.llHiir--.    Ii 
•    Sli.I 


IlliMIl-    t 


■    Ulc    I'jiri-    lini; 


•<"Vfr  Ihr  itidviiii,'-  spirit  of  u!l 
"  'i-'k  fur  till'  iiiitTvi'iitiiin 


link 


rraiii 


'i"«n   h.T-,,,!-  iiiu-i    k 


-hr  rcplir.l.     ■•'rii,.v  will  I 


ii'iu-  that    tli.'V  liavf.  killod 


cure 


"'   <|MII  t    IKiU'. 


:raii(l.  ami  >a\M 


■iijtM'iun.s     ami     -i 


I"  'I  p>u/lc,|  th.'riisclv.s  with 


Ifipn-lllnli- 


K'liL'-ival.   ami    iu(,   i|i\,,t, 


■i\iiiii'n.      I  irmi(.ft(>,     I, 


CM    a.iiicn'!it~ 


thciii'ch 


c-  -pic-,  aiiij  u.  r. 


<ii    I  lie    cures    Colistl- 


uii'.le  wck:  Imt  (c.,ipi|  .unM  n,  \rr  !„■  I 


c'WiMaiiilv  (III  tlie  uaicli  fi 


or 


ir.iri\  a 


II  III 


'■   "I  re-   uiih   h 


ii't raved  hy  a  t^i'^n. 


1-  <>\yu  hainl 


l"'~l    K.  si|,p,Mt   that    the  anlh'ir  (if  the  evil 


•  I     ai-  own  Micci 


r 


r-iile  was  as  rial 


The  .Iiistico  was 
was  fri^htoned 


les  re 


"^I'livc  hiic:lisli  rrirl.    'i'h 

■•"'•  'I"   "I'Te  screnmirs   niir   leitcr- 

"alKili    oT   these   odi 


e  ami  weaK  as  a 


c'on- 


lu-.diicers.  tn  whom  he  had 


(Ills    liieaiN    to    th( 


;i\ed  their  clforts.   There 
Saviiiien  ascrihod  the 
•ret  eiier^'v  of  the 


l'>  liiin>eir.  and  lo  his  mother. 


'lit   the  letters  written  to  I 


r- 


;  '"■  a  in  s.ice  was  ot  tio  Ion-  duration.     Wh.'n  the  doctor 
a'l  checked  tlie  course  of  l>sule-s  nervous  fever,  just  as  she 
-  rcoverm-  her  spirit,  one  niornin-.  about  the  middle  of 
nipes  was   round  attaclied  to  her  window. 


■'iilv.  a   ladder  of 


postilion   who  had   nddej 


'iiai   a  little  i 


1  u-ith  the  ni^dit   mail  deposed 


li>'  « 


nan   wa.-  in  the  act  of  c(iniin<»-  d 


I-  passin<r;  luit  in  spite  of  | 


ii.-i  wi-n 


''"'"-  ■-•■■I  "'I'  '1"""   hill    lr,,m   the  hrid-e,  at    t! 
'>*        I  .*tood  l'r< 
e-.i  ■'!'  .Veinour.-. 


own  It  just  as 

iii^  to  stop,  his  horses, 

le  corner  of 


iiics  little  iiouse,  had 


carried  him  some  w 


ay 


.\ 


n  "pmion.  su-crosted  in  Dionis"  drawin-Motn.  attributed 


'!.c-r  mano'uvres  to  the  .Mar.pii^  dn   \{ 


I!  need  of  monev.  who.  it  was  supposed,  bv  h 


I'Ti  >  nu 


iiivre.  at  that  time  in 


istenim.''  ^a- 


iarna<re  with   liis  dau-hter.   would   he  able  to  -ave 

:     <  bateau  of  ie   Roiivre    from   his  creditors.      Madame  de 

1    :'-nduere  also,  it  was  sai<I.  looked  with  favor  on  anvthin.' 

;^'"  "Hild  discredit,  disnonor.  and  bliijht  Ursule;  but  when 

'■■  vo-an-  girl  seemed  likely  to  die,  the  old  ladv  was  almost 

'■  ■aiered. 
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This  la.-t  -tniki'  uf  nuilici'  -u  hhk  li  di-tn's-fd  the  '"'un' 
C'lia[MTi)U  llial  it  mail''  hiiii  ill  iiiMiiuli  to  (■otnpcj  liim  to  n'- 
inaiii  at  li.win'  fur  -ninf  dav-.  !•.,.,[•  ri'«uli'.  in  whMiii  tln- 
(Tiii'l  aii.ick  liad  lirnii'jhi  <in  ;i  nhiii-r.  ri'irivt-d  hv  pn-t  a  iiuii' 
frniii  till'  Clin'',  uliicli  was  iK.t  rct'ii-i  d.  a-  his  writing  was  fa- 
nnliar. 

"Mv  child,  have  \ciiinur~.  and  -'i  di-mnifit  the  inaliro  of 
ytiur  iin!vin.\\,i  (  nmiic-.  I'rrluip-  uhai  thcv  aim  at  i<  t'l 
im[ii'nl  Sa\  mien's  lil'c.  I  uili  idl  \,iii  mnn'  when  '  can  l.'" 
Ill  -CI-  viui."  'I'his  iiutc  was  si^rin'd,  •■Vmir  dcMttrd  friend 
('hapcnin." 

When  Sa\inien.  almn-t  driven  mad,  went  to  call  on  tlic 
[irie.-t.  the  puur  man  re:!d  and  re-read  the  letter,  sn  iniich 
was  he  hnrrilied  at  i  he  jiert'ecijun  uitli  which  Ins  wiitiiv,'  an-i 
signature  had  lieen  iiiiii.iied,  t'^r  he  had  written  iiDihiiiLT.  ami. 

if  he  had  written,  he  wmiii,,   nut    Inr nijduved   the  lut-t   in 

carry  a  leiter  i.>  Ir-iile.  'I'lie  iiinrtal  aiiLMiish  to  winch  tliis 
la-t  \illainv  rediucd  ri--iili'  c.inijielled  Sa\inien  niice  niun' 
1()  apjily  to  the  piihlic  j)roM'ciitor.  showing  liini  the  forged  let- 
ter rmm  the  Alilie. 

"It  is  miirdci-."  said  the  yuiniLr  man  to  the  lawyer.  "Mur- 
der is  heiiig  coniiniiied  hy  means  not  provided  against  hv 
law,  on  the  pir.-on  f  an  orphan  placed  under  your  protec- 
tion hy  tiie  Civil  Code." 

"iryoii  can  discover  anv  means  of  interfering,''  replied  the 
puiilic  prosecutor,  ""I  am  readv  to  ad(i[it  them:  hut  I  know 
of  none,  'i'liis  rascally  aiinnymons  letter  gives  the  best  ad- 
vice. ^^adeInoi^clle  Mirouel  mii.-i  lie  -eiit  to  the  care  of  the 
Ladies  of  the  .Xdoratinn.  Meanwhile,  hv  niv  order,  the  eorn- 
niissary  of  police  at  FoiUainehleau  will  authorize  yon  to  earn' 
weapons  in  your  own  del'ence,  I  my-elf  have  been  to  !p 
Kouvre,  and  Monsieur  dii  IJouvre  is  justitiahlv  indignant 
at  the  suspicions  that  have  attadu'd  to  liini.  Minoret.  my 
deputy's  father,  is  \n  treaty  fur  the  purchase  of  his  chateau. 
Mademoiselle  du  K'ouvre  is  to  marry  a  rich  Polish  Count. 
Monsieur  du  Koii\re  himself  was  about  to  leave  the  neighh.-ir- 
liood  on  the  day  of  my  visit,  to  e-cape  lieing  seizeil  for  debt." 


,..*■* 


iiii;  .Mi.\(»i:i;r  i'i!or'i:i;  lY 


WK 


'i-in'',  qii.'>!iiini  il 


1 1  \    1 1 1  -  ( 


liiif.   iLiiiil    not    >a 


V    what    lie 


;iit  :  he  ii,  .1-1)1/1  il  (Iciiinl   III  all   llii 


fidtl 


pi  I  aluiu'  was 


•  ip.il'li'  '<{  '■<"    'iKliii'j  a   |il.)i    uliH-li  -li.uild   tlin>  -liavf  close 
'  ill''  I'l'iial  (  'iilc  uilli(]iii   licMiij  aiiiciialilf  to  aiiv  of  its  pro- 


\  .  -  I  '  ■  1  I  .- 


r 


II'    iiiijiiiiiity.    the    -r.  ri'cy.    thr    >ii(  i  !■->    of    it,    in- 


IV, I 


-ril  (ioupir-  aii'lariiv.     'I'lir  ti'iTi lilc  mail  liail  sit   Ma->in, 
po,  oil  ilio  iriik>  nf  the  Manpii-i  du 


iiail   iifciiiiH'   In-  ilii 


ii\  ri'.  ti 


'iiipil  thill   '.Till  ti'inaii  lo  -I 


II  tl 


If  rc-t  of  111-  land 


■I.      ,\f! 


IT   'ipi'iiiii'/   iicirotialiiiiN    with   a    iioiarv   at 


■"'II-.  Ill'  liiirriiimf!   t'>  trv  a   la-l    .-trokc  to  ;r:i;„   po--c,--ioii 

'   '  !-iiii'.     Mr  llinii::hi  hr  c  uiM  iniilato  ,-oinc  voiiiii:  nirii  of 

i'l,'-;-.  who  owdl  ill,  !!•  wiiV  .n'lj  I'liiiniH'  to  an  I'lopfinnit.     His 


'111-  to  Mi'mrr!,  Ma-  -HI,  .iml  Crc 


ii'ill     m| 


|i 


iiiHT''.  and  till'  pro- 


loni-.    niaviir   o 


ll 


n:;'  Ilic  iiiathf  up. 


II 


Nriiioiir<,   would   allow   of    his 
•  t  oif  his 


!•  a    (iiirc  dctcriiiiiii'il  to  ca 


.   i'''!ir\  ill'/  !hat    rr-iilo    .va-   iiicapahlo  of  rcsi-taiicc   in 

-!:ili-i'f  wral-.iH'-.-  to  uhirh  hi-  had  hroii^/lit  Iut.     Ilowi'vcr, 

I'-  ri-kiii--  the  la.-t  card  of  hi.-  !,a-c  isnuw.  he  thoiii^dit   it 

'     .  lo  ha\c  an  explanation  at  Ic  Iioiivrc,  whitiicr  he  went  with 

M^'Mivi.   who  was   LToiiii:  iIutc   for  the   first   time  since  the 

i-i'  eiiieiii  ua,-  ,-iuiK'd. 

^lihoret    had   jn-i    received   a   confideiitia!    letter    from    his 

kiiii;-  him  for  in  format  ion  as  to  what  was  ^'■oin^'  on  with 


:l'd   lo    I    IMlle,   hi'l'ol 


T  lo  place  hir  111  a  coiueiit  .-a: 


e   uoiiit:   llllll:-! 


If  with  the  ])ul)Iic  pros 


e  I  rom  any  tnrther  atrocitv. 
li''  Vduni;'  law\cr  i)e>oiii,dit  ins  failier  to  nive  him  his  best 
'•-'■'••  if  tlii-  perseculion  were  the  work  of  one  of  tlieir 
I'll  lids.  'I'lioii-h  jii.-tice  could  not  always  punish,  she  would 
ind  everything  out  and  make  ;:ood  note  of  it.    .Minoret 


.1(1  achieved  his  Ln'cat  end  :  he  was  now  the  imnioval 


)le  owner 


ihe    ('hall  all    d 


II    Iv'oiivre,    one    of    the    fiiie-t    in    all    th 
d   d 


Hill-,  ami    In-  could  derive   fortv  odd  thou.sand    franc-  a 


n'niii  the  rich  and  beautiful  land  surrounding:  tl 


le  par 


k. 


i  :^"  c..|os>iis  could  laiiLdi  at  (ioupil  now,     .Moiv,,\,r.  he  meant 
'  live  ill  the  country,  where  the   niciiiorv  of   i  r.-ule  would 
lint   liini  uo  more. 
•My  boy,"  said   hi    to  (ioupil,  as  they  paced  the  terrace. 
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"I'lMih '■■  .;im1  till'  .hrk.  w!iM  .Mill,!  inakr  nutliiriir  of  !ii^ 
capriiiMii-  l„  ii,iM,,r.  f..r  .Nrn  -iiipi(iil\   liii>  it>  (|c|.ilis. 

'■"'i-  I  'I'li  ii"t  nnLTiilrl'iii  :  von  l:a\c  hi'lipcd  riic  In  •j:v[.  t\,r 
two  linii'livil  nihl  .•iL'lii\  tliuu-.iiul  ftMiii-.  thi-  titir  tMan-mri 
of  hi-K  k  anil  lifwii  -innc.  whnli  ictiainlv  ruiiM  ii,,i  i„,„  1,,. 
biiilf  f,.r  nrarly  live  luur-  id,'  prir,-.  wiih  ih,.  limn.,  larni.  ili,. 
park,  tlic  -anIiMw.  and  I  iiiiIi.t-  \V,'il.  \, -.  |  uill.  ,,ii  mv  w.,n| 
—  I  will  i.M\..  \,,||  (,.„  |„.,.  ,.,.||,  luvritv  llhai-aiMl  franr,.  u;ti, 
^*''i'''i  >"!'  '■■■Ill  I'liv  a  liaihir-  prariicr  al  \riM,,iirv  Aim! 
I  ;.'-uaraiit.'.'  \,,iir  inarTni;:c  uiih  dm'  df  ili,.  ( 'ivniirrc  ;.'irU  — 
till'  elder. '" 

'■'I'he      nrie      u||,,      laiked      , ,  f      the      enrnet -a-pl,-t  oil  ?"'      crinl 

(imipil. 

'•I'.nt  lier  iiiuiher  will  u'i\e  her  ilnrtv  thuii-and  fnuies," 
(■aid  Miii.,rei.  "V,,!,  -,.e.  my  l,uv.  \nu  were  l„,rn  to  !«•  a  l.aihir. 
jn.«:t  as  1  was  made  lo  he  a  poMina.-ler.  and  uf  nm.-t  all  ohrv 
our  \<icai ii'ii." 

■'Very  well.">ai<I  (loiij.il,  fallen  from  In,  hiuii  hope^.  "hen' 
are  tlie  sianip, ;  >iLrn  me  hill,-  for  iwenty  thon.-and  francs, 
ttiat  I  may  make  my  bar-ain  ca-li  in  hand." 

Ki.Lditei-n  ihoii.-and  fraiie,-  wrre  dae  lo  Minoret.  ihe  half- 
yearly  ini(  ii-t  on  .MM  uriiH-  of  wiiieii  in-  wife  knew  iiotliin,::: 
he  ihoii-ht  he  >hoiild  ilm-  he  rid  of  (Imipil.  and  he  siirned  tiie 
bill.v  (e.upil.  .-eeini:  ihi.-  hii-e  and  >tii[)id  Maehiavelli  ..f 
the  IJiie  de.-  Hoiirei'iM.-;  in  a  til  of  .MMirnorial  iVver.  took  li'a\e 
of  him  with  an  "An  revoir."  and  a  look  that  would  have  made 
any  one  hut  a  j-arveiui  >im[)leton  iremhie  a-  he  looked  down 
from  a  tu-h  terrace  on  ihe  e;arden:-.  and  the  hand-ume  r.n.t 
of  a  fhaleaii  hnih  in  the  >tyle  fasliionahle  under  Loui.-  Xlll, 

'■■^ou  will  not  wait  for  mer"  he  erieij  to  (ioujtil,  seeing'  the 
clerk  :^ut  out  on  foot. 

"Yon  can  pick  me  up  on  the  road,  old  man,"  re|)liecl  the 
|)rospeetive  hailitf.  thir-tin-^  for  vcn.u'^eance,  and  euriou.<  \tj 
know  iIm'  an.<w.r  to  the  riddle  [iresented  to  his  mind  hy  ilu- 
strangely  tortuous  conduct  of  this  old  man. 

Kver  >\m-o  the  day  wln'u  the  most  infamous  calumny  had 
darkened   her  Jife,    Ursule.   a   prey    to  one  of   tiiose  "unac- 


l# 
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ii«) 


..Iilitlii.     tllilhiillc--    ulln.-r    -cit     1-,    111    the    «,)Ul,    Uil?,    Iiastrlllll<,' 

;-  ilif  ^Tiivc.     K\(C"ivrl_v   |.;ilf,  ^|Hakiii-  r,ircl\   a  t'vw  weak, 
■w   «uiil-.  Iiinkiii.i;  aliniit  hi  r  uiili  a  ;:iiitlc.  iiiilitriTt-ni  lm/c, 

■  ■•  n  iliiii;.'   Ill    III  r  a|i|)i'arain  r.   i  vi  ii    hn-   Itrnw,   :-iiu\viil   tliat 
-'..■  uas  |M(r.s(>.«i  il  \,\  a  iiiiiMiniin^  iIimu^Iu.     Slir  brlicvcil  iluit 

'  iilral  imwii  111  [iiirr  linger-.  Willi  wlmli  m  cmtv  a.i,M_' 
'  ■'  iialiuii  til..  |,r,.u  nl'  a  iiianli  ii  ha-  hi fii  >ii|i|>u-ril  tn  he 
'  -^^'"''l.  hail  laliiii  hniii  hi'i-.  In  i  hi  \ui.l  ami  -nfii.r  >hi' 
■''''1  '"  '"'•II'  ihi'  ,-hiiiili  rnii-  rniiark-.  ilif  nialiL:iiaiit  rom- 

■■i[-.  thi-  iiii  an  kiii;:hlfr  nf  ihi'  hlth-  luu  n.     'I'hr  ininlin  was 

"1    lli'a\\     111!'    Ill  !■;    hrr    IllUdri  in  r    Ua-    tim   -i-n.-ltlSr    in   iinllll'i 

1  a  -Iniiin-.  .shr  ilnl  iiul  t  niiiphiiii.  a  iiiriaiH  hiilv-  >iiiiK'  hu 
hi-r  liji-.  anil  Ihti'vi'-  Wire  roii-iaiil  Iv  lai-i'il  tn  liravi -i  a-; 
.-h  In  ajijiral  to  thf  Luni  uf  An-vl.-  a^Min-t  the  iiijiistico 

...iMI. 
\'.  hrn     (htllpil      -ot      l)ark      |i.      \rlriolir-.      IrMllr     hail      ili'cn 

'•■'■-'"    'h)Wn    rruni    Iht   ri.din    in   \]\i-  lthiuiiI    thmr    Iraniii" 

""•  ill-Ill  of  l,a   I'.iuiirnal  aiiii  ni  liic  dui  ii>r.     'I'hi-  wa>  in 

-r  III'   a   ^rrai    i^M-nt.      Mailaiiu'   ih-    i'm'ti'iiiiiii  iv.    iiaMii',' 

-i    liial    tile    \iaiiiu-  ;iirl    was    ilviii,--   a,-    ih.^   rniiiin'    dir-, 

-'I    ii''''    ii"ii"r    wa-    ](-.-   iriirliy    altaiki'i]    than    that    of 

'    lu—a    llaiinur.  hail   rmiir  111  M'l'  hi-r  and   to  roiiil'urt    her. 

'       -ludii  of  h.r  -111.  wli.i  hail  Imtii  lalkin;:  ail  iii,t:ht  of  kili- 

^   ^iiniM'lf,  liail   liirii   till,  minh   hn'  ihr  ohi   hulv.      .Maihinic 

('■irtcndiicrc.  indird,  I'mind   it  i|U!ir  hrci.iniiii;  to  hrr  di::- 

lo  carry  cncoiira'^i'incni    to  -o  puri'  a  i  rcaiurr,  and   iv- 

-      i"l  hrr  own  \i~n  a-  an  aiiiuloti'  in  all  tin'  ill  dnni'  hv  the 

i'-  "1  ''"■  i'ki'v,     lli'i'  o|iiLion.  -.,  iiiiirh  more  intiiiciitial, 

:  liihl.  than  ihal  of  ihr  viiluar.  wmiid  coii-i/rrati'  tlu'  power 

■  ::ii    nijiiilil_\ . 

i  iii>  Ml  |i.  aniiminri  i!  hx  ih,.  Alihr  Cliajicroii,  had  produced 

■'  "•■viil.-ioii   in    l'r>n|i'  wlmii    iv\i\,d   llie   hope-  of  ihe  plusi- 

■:.  who  had  lu'rii  ill  ii,-pair,    .iid   had   talked  of  lioldiii^'  a 

-ilatioii   with  the   in()>t   eiiniieiii    I'ari-  doetor-.      rrsulc 

!|'-'U    placed    in    her  o'd    liiiariiian's    arnichair.   and    tiie 

Miaracter  of  her  heaiily   wa>   -iich   that    in   nioiirninir  ami   in 

-iiiiring  ^lie  looked   iiioie   lovely   than   at   am    time   in   her 
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happy  clays.  When  Savinicn  .anic  in.  with  Iiis  rnotlicr  on  hU 
arm,  tlic  youn<r  invalid's  color  moimt.-d  to  h-r  .'iMrks  nwv 
more. 

"Do  nol  ris...  my  ,|,.ar,"  said  liu-  old  ladv.  in  a  tunr  of  com- 
mand, "llouvvor  ill  and  l\rl)lc  I  mav  be  mvsclf.  I  was  ,]r- 
termiiicd  to  come  and  t.dl  yon  what  " I  lhiid'<  of  all  that  i< 
goin;.r  on.  I  ostirm  \on  as  th,.  pun'M.  >ai)itln-.t.  and  >u-(>(.t.  <i 
gjrl  m  the  (ialinais.  and  n-ard  vou  a>  worthv  to  make  a 
fea'nth'inan  of  lamily  haj)py."" 

At  first  rrsiilo  could  make  no  ivply;  ^lio  h^ld  ih,.  withrrr.l 
hands  „f  SavinicnV  mother,  and  kis-ed  them,  droj>pin.-  te.tr^ 
upon  ihem. 

"Ah,  madame!""  she  answered,  in  a  w^ak  voic,'.  -I  shoiii.j 
never  have  heen  so  hold  a>  to  think  of  rai-in^--  mv-elf  .<o  far 
above  my  pn>ition  if  I  had  not  been  encoura.ued  liv  ])romis,-. 
and  my  only  claim  was  a  love  without  limits;  but  means  have 
been  found  to  .-eparate  me  for  ever  from  him  whom  I  love. 
I  have  been  made  unworthy  of  him.— .\ever  I""  -hr  evelaimed. 
with  a  vehemence  of  tone  that  startled  the  li^ten,.r>  painfiillv 
—"never  will  I  consent  to  ,i:i\e  to  anv  man  a  hand  m)  vili!ie,i 
a  reputation  so  tarnished!  I  loved  too  well.  .  .  .  1  may 
say  11  now,  wreck  that  J  am  :  I  love  a  creature  almost  as  miicJi 
as  (iod.     And  so  (iod "' 

'■Come,  come,  child,  do  not  calumniate  (Iod.  Come,  my 
dau^diter,"  .said  the  old  lady,  makim:  a  ^^reat  etfort.  ^"do  not 
e.xa<rfrerate  the  imimrtance  of  an  infamous  jest  which  no  one 
believes  in.     Vou  shall  live— 1  promise  it— live  and  be  happv' 

"You  shall  be  happy  I"  cried  Savinien,  kneeling  by  Ursule. 
and  kissin-r  her  hand.     -My  mother  calls  you  her"da\ighter  I" 
^  "That  will  do."  said  the  do.tor.  who  was  feeling  his  pa- 
tient's puL-ic.    "Do  not  kill  her  with  joy." 

At  this  instant  (ioiipil.  who  had  found  the  gate  into  the 
alley  ajar,  pushed  open  the  drawing-room  door  and  showe.i 
his  hideous  face,  beaming  with  the  thoughts  of  revenge  that 
had  blossomeil  in  his  heart  in  the  course  (d'  his  walk.  '" 

"Monsieur  <le  i'oftenduere,"  said  he.  in  a  voice  like  the 
iiiss  of  a  viper  at  bay  in  its  hole. 
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Uul 


•What 


do  voii  Will 


aid  >avinu'n,  risiii<r. 


•'I  want  t(i  .-a_v  two  words  to  vou." 

Savitiicii  went  out   into  ihv  jM-sagt     and  (loupi!   led  him 
iiilo  the  yard. 
••Sucar  to  iiir  hy  thr   lif|.  i>f   I'rsuh'  \vl 


loni   von   |o\i',  and 


yuiir  honor  a<  a  ,i:ciith'nian  which  you  prize,  so  to  hehavo 
lliouirh  there  were  nofhini,^  known   hetween   us  of  wiiat    I 


,ii:i  i^o 


n\'^  to  tell  voii.  and  I 


will  exiilain  to  vou  the  sol 


e  cause 


flH'  [>ersecuti..ns  turned  a,<,Minst   Madenioiselie  Mirouet. 


■('an  I  put 


put  an  end  to  them: 


■■Ve>. 

"(an  I  lie  revenijred  ?" 

••Ve>. 

••w 


on  tlie  prime  mover — not  on  the  instrument. 


ly  f 

•Tile  in.strunu'ut  is I  am  the  instrument." 

•-^avinien  turned  white. 
i  just  eau,irht  sijrlit  of  T'rsule "  the  clerk  heiran  a?ain. 

■irsuie!""  said  Savinien,  with  a  look  at  the  ehTk. 

■•.Ma(lemoi>eIle  Miroui-t."  said  Coupil.  mad-'  respectful  hy 
>.r. mien's  tone:  "and  I  would  shed  all  my  hlood  to  undo 
una!  has  iieen  done.  I  repent.  If  you  were  to  ki'l  me  in  a 
'l;.''l.  or  in  any  other  way.  of  what  use  would  my  hhx.d  i)e  to 
..-u'r     Could  you  drink  it!'     At  this  moment  it  would  poison 

\"u."' 

i  he  man's  cool  reax.nahleness  and  his  own  curio-^itv  (pieilod 
Siviuien's  hoilini:  hlodd  :  he  ;.dared  at  thi~  hutuhhack  spoiled, 
« :!!i  an  eye  tliat  made  (ioiiiiil  look  down. 

■And  who  set  you  (ui  the  joh?"  asked  the  voimir  man. 

■Vou  swear?" 

■'^ou  wi>h  to  escape  unharmed:'" 

■i  wish  that  you  and  Mademoi.-^elle  Mirouet  should  forgive 

■■>lie  will  forLrive  you. —  1  never  will." 
'U  e!|,  you  will  forLret." 

iltiw  terrihle  is  the  force  ..f  lo<:ic  secnndrd  hv  interest  I   Two 
•:.  each   lonpinu-  to  rend   \]]>'  other,   were  staiidim:  there, 
•   !o-ether.  in  a  littl-  vard.  foivod  to  speak  tu  eacli  oilier, 
-Mrd  by  oiif  feelinij  in  common. 
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'I  will  foririv 
'Of 


."('  \(m.  \i\ 


t   I  ~li;ill  nnt  fiirtrct. 


no  use  uliiitcviT."  -nil]  (; 


>il|ill,  rnldlv. 


Savinicii  lost   ] 


lUilrnct' 


ir    Viiri 


chcfk  tliiit  niiii:  iliroiii;]!  t 
and  he  hiiiiscli'  slairtrcivd  hack. 
"I  have  ^(>t  no  more  tliati  i  dcs 


!i   llu'  clerk  a  slan  on  the 


1:   it 


crvc 


aiiiio-t    iin.'-ct    ( 


aid  f  ciiinil. 


lOllpll 


nave 


been  a  fool.     I  tlionijiit  you  a  finer  frllnw  tliaii  von  are.     Y 
ive  taken  a  mean  advantaL.^'  of  the  o|i|iurtunitv   I   olfeivd 


voii. — Y 


hat 


oil  are  in  my  power  now  I"  he  added,  with  a  (lash  of 


red  at  .Savinieii. 


'Y 


ou  are  a  nnirderer  I 


'Xo  more  than  tlie  knife  in  t: 


exclaimed  the  irciitleman. 


Goup 


le  assassin  s  nan( 


1,"  replied 


11. 


'I  ask 


voiir  toririveness 


aid  >a\iiiien. 


Are 


voii  siillieieiitly  revenircd  :-■■  -aid  the  clerk  with  savatre 


ironv. 


•Will 


Villi  now  re,-t  -ati^lied : 


reiHied  ^avinien. 


"For^dve  and  foriref  on  hoth  .-idi'>," 

'Youi  hand  on  it  i'"  said  (ioupil.  lioidin-r  cait  his. 

'Horo  it  is,"  said  Savinien,  swallowinir  the  indiLmitv  out  ef 


love  for  I'rs 


llle 


i'.iit 


ncak  :  who  wa-  iM'hind  von 


(Jonpi!    panned,   con^iderinLT  the   two   di-hes   of   th 


o  scale. 


so  to  -[MM.c,   with    Savinien's   >lai>  on   one  side,   and  on   the 


othc 


r  his  hatred  ot 


M 


then  a  voice  said  to  him:  '"^'oii  cm  1 


morel.      I-"nr  two  second-  he  douhtiil: 


Pl 


le  a  noiarv  I"  and  ln'  rc- 


led 


and  li(»  c 


vinien. 


'ForLTive  and  foriret  ?     ^'es,  on  lioth  sitles,  i 
a sped  t 


nonsieur. 


It'  ,i:entleman  s  hand 


lO 


it.   then,  that   is   nerseciniiiLr   I'rsiile'-"   said   Sj 


•M 


inorei.     ![(>  woiilil  like  lo  -^ee  her  di-ad  and  huried,    W 


I  do  not  know ;  hut 


we  will  find  out  the  reason.     Do  not  mix 
ir  more  for  vou  if  ni;.'.' 


nie  iij)  in  the  matter.     I  can  do  notl 

J  am  susp.'cted.      In-lead  id'  attackimr  Fr-ule.  I  will  d-f 


lier:  instead  nf  -crvini:  M 


more 


I 


I 


will  try  to  s[ioil  his  c-an 


live  only  to  riini  him,  to  crn-^h  him.     .\nd   1   will  see  ii  la 


under  my  feet.   I   will  dance  on  hi<  dead  hodv,   1   will 
dominoes  of   his   iiones!      'I'l 


-morrow,  on   the   walls 


N'e- 


niours,  of  Fontaineblcau,  of  le   I.'ouvre,  t 


le   words   stiail   he 


'■■^A 
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-•  :<.  in  ml  chalk—Mhiurrf  is  n  thirf  Oh.  I  will  do  it.  by 
;nl  that  is  holy!     I  will  hlow  him  to  the  four  winds!     Now, 

•■  are  allies  by  my  havinn:  pciichcd.  W,.]].  if  you  Hko.  I 
.'HI  L'o  on  my  kneos  to  Madcinoisrll,.  Min.ui^t.  and  toll  hor 
^..it  1  cursi'  the  insane  i)as>ion  which  drove  me  to  kill  her. 
i  will  entreat  her  to  for^^jvi.  me.  That  will  do  her  jrood.  The 
•  V.Miee  and  the  cure  are  there;  tho.-^e  two  witnes.-^os  are 
•rioiitrh;  but  .Monsieur  Kon.irrand  must,  ided^n-  his  word  that 

■    will  not  damaj:e  mo  in  my  career.     F(jr  I  have  a  career 

WnW." 

•Wait  a  moment,"  replied  Savinien,  quite  bewildered  by 
!!.i-  revelation. 

••rrsulo,  my  child,"  said  he.  poinir  back  to  the  drawinp- 
r.'uni.  "the  cause  of  all  your  mi.-^orv  has  lived  to  feel 
(i-rn.r  of  his  work;  he  repents,  and  would  bo  jrlad  to  ask 
'- w  pardon  in  the  presence  of  these  gentlemen,  on  condi- 
ti"n  that  all  shall  be  forfiotten." 

"U  hat !  (_;'>upil  y  exclaimed  the  cure,  the  Justice,  and  the 
ii'"i"r  in  a  breath. 

■•Keep  his  secret,"  said   Ursulo,  puttin<r  a  finger  on   her 

'i-iipil  hoard  hor  words,  saw  the  gesture,  and  it  tonched 

iiini. 

■Mademoi.sello,"  ho  .«aid.  with  feelimr.  '"I  wish  that  all  Xe- 
'-ir^  might  hoar  me  confess  to  v.u  that  a  fatal  passion 
t   nird  my  head,  and  suggested  to  mo  a  .series  of  crimes  de- 

-  i^iiig  the  blame  of  all  Inmost  folks.  What  I  have  said  I  will 
'■•■;-;it  everywhere.  de|.loring  the  evil  result  of  mv  practical 
,'"-'-.  though  they  may,  in  fact,  have  hurried  on  vour  happi- 
''--.  he  added,  a  little  maliciously,  as  ho  rose,  -since  I  see 
^'    i  line  do  Portonduoro  hero." 

■Tiiat  is  right,  (Joupil."  .^aid  the  cure;  "mademoiselle  for- 

-  -  you.  But  do  not  forget  that  vou  have  boon  verv  near 
t'Jeiiiitting  murder." 

^  ■M.msieur  Rongrand."  (ioupj!  went  on.  turning  to  the  Jus- 
y'  ■•  "I  am  going  this  pvcniiig  to  trv  to  bar-ain  with  T.ooo.ur 
1'  ■  bis  pla^e  ais  summonsing  ollicer.     I  hope  this  confession 
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will  have  .lone  iin'  nn  iiijurv  in  vdiir  iniiid.  and  that  von  wil! 
suppnrt  my  (■aii(li(];itiuv  anions'  the  >ii|)cri()r  lawviTs,  anfl  to 
tlie  iiiiiiistn ." 

7'lic  .Justice  irravcly  howcd.  and  fiiMpil  went  off  to  treat 
for  the  lietter  ,,t"  the  t\v<.  apiioiiitiiieiil-  in  Xeiiiours.  T\w 
others  reniaiiie<I  with  Crsule,  and  eiideavon^d  thai  evening' 
to  restoi-e  eahnnes-  aiid  |«eaee  in  her  niind.  which  was  al- 
ready relieved  l)y  the  satisfacii(»n  lhwii  her  bv  the  ch-rk. 

"All  Xenionrs  ,-lialI  know  it."  .-aid  iM.ieirand. 

"You  fee,  my  child,  (iod  was  not  airainst  yon,"  said  tho 
cure. 

Minoret  returned  late  from  ]e  Ronvre.  ami  dined  late.  At 
aiiout  nine  in  the  eveniuLT  he  was  sittiitLT  in  hi<  Chinesp  [).i- 
viiion  (lip'stin,ir  his  dinner,  his  wife  hy  his  side,  and  layii,^- 
plan.s  with  her  for  Desire's  future  pro-]i<'cts.  I)e>ire  liaii 
•  piite  settled  (i-.wti  since  he  had  held  an  appointment;  ln" 
worked  steadily,  and  had  a  gotxl  chance,  it  was  said,  of  suc- 
('•■ediiii,'  the  puhlic  pro.>ecutor  ..f  the  di-triet  of  Fontainehlean. 
who  was  to  bo  promoted  to  .Melnn.  'i'hey  must  find  him  a 
wife  now.  a  girl  wainiii',--  money,  hut  helnn'/imr  io  sotne  old 
and  noble  family:  then  he  mii.dit  rL-e  to  a  judireship  in  Pari-. 
I'ossihly  they  nn'i:lit  he  able  to  ufot  him  electe<]  depute  for 
Fontainobleau.  where  /elie  thouL:-ht  thev  woidd  do  well  to 
settle  for  the  winter,  after  -pendintr  the  summer  at  le  Rouvre. 
Minoret.  very  much  ])leased  with  himself  for  havinir  arramred 
everything  for  the  best,  had  ceased  to  tliink  of  Trsule  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  drama  he  had  so  clumsily  begun  had 
become  so  fatally  complicated. 

"Monsieur  de  1\)rtenduere  would  like  to  speak  to  you." 
said  Cabirolle.  cominir  in. 

"Kring  him  here."  .■-.•lid  Zelie. 

The  shades  id'  dusk  prevented  Madame  Minoret's  seeinsx 
her  husband  sudd.-idy  turn  j)ale:  he  shuddered  as  he  henrd 
Savinicn's  boots  creak  on  the  inlaid  tloorinir  of  the  pa.«sair''. 
where  the  doctor's  books  had  formerlv  lined  the  wall.  A 
vague  presentiment  ran  chill  throu:ih  the  .spoiler's  veins. 
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Savinion  came  in.  He  stood  >lill,  keopinj,'  his  hat  on,  Ids 
^tick  in  his  hanr],  his  arms  fohhMl— niotioiih^ss,  face  to  fatr 
with  the  couple. 

"I  have  come  to  luiow.  .^r„nsi,.„r  and  Madame  Minorot 
tlic  reasons  wlncii  have  led  you  tu  torture  in  the  nio«t  in- 
t.imous  manner  the  youn- .irirl  who  is.  \u  the  knowled-re  of  all 
W.nours.  my  future  wife;  why  vou  iiave  trird  to  l,ranr]  her 
i.unor:  why  y.ui  ui.h  her  .lead  ;  and  whv  vou  have  ahandoned 
i.'T  to  the  insults  of  such  a  creature  as  (Joupii.— Answer." 

"What  a  (|ueer  notion,  .Monsieur  Savinicn."  said  Zelie.  "to 
'.".■ne  and  ask  us  our  reasons  for  a  thin-  wliich  is  to  u-  inox- 
i'''<'''li'''  ■  I  do  not  care  for  I'r.Mde  one  <nap.  Since  Tncle  Mi- 
n|.n fs  death  I  hav<.  no  more  -iven  her  a  thou-ht  than  to  an 
■'!'l  smock  !  I  hav..  nev.T  hreathe.l  her  name  to  Coupil— and 
'  'liicer  rascal  he  is.  whom  I  would  not  trust  with  tlie  in- 
i're<ts  of  my  do.ir.— \V..ll.  Minoret.  whv  don'r  vou  answer' 
\re  you  jrotng  to  let  monsieur  attack  vou  and  accuse  vou  of 
ni^|ality  that  is  heneath  you?  As  if  a  man  who  has'forty- 
'  l-^llt  thou.sand  fran.>  a  year  in  landed  estate  round  a  chateau 
*■'  I'"-  a  prince  w.mhl  (h^mean  himself  to  such  follv  '  Wake 
up,  man— sittin^r  there  like  a  dumniv  '" 

'i  don't  know  what   monsieur  would  he  at,"  said  Minorot 
;'!  !^i-t.  in  hi-^  thin  voice,  of  whicii  the  clear  accents  hetraved 
IS  iremhi.n-.     '"What   reason   could   I  have   for  perseoutin- 
'1^"  ,-nrl .-     I  mav  hav  said  to  (;o„pii  tliat  it  vexed  me  to  kn.iw 
'  ^■'1  ^he  was  m  Xemoiir-  my  ,..>n  Ih-ire  had  taken  a  fancy 
■■  '!'■!•.  and  I  woidd  not  have  him  marrv  her.  tli.it  wa<  all  "  ' 
••'.'otipil  has  confessed  everythini:.  Monsieur  Minoret'' 
lliore  was  a  m..menfs  siloncc— a   t-rrihie  moment,  while 
'-  three  persons  watched  each  other.     Zelie  had  detected 
■  M-vous  movement  in  the  i)road  face  of  her  colossus. 
•Though  yoii  are  init  vermin.  I  inland  to  he  puhliciv  re- 
•-'■n.'i'd  on  you,"  the  younir  n.thleman  went  on.     "I  sliall  not 
■i-k  satisfaction  fron.  you,  a  man  <,f  si.Mv-..even.  for  tiie  in- 
-;  ;>  h.'aped  on   Madenioi«.!l,.   Mirouet:  hut  from  vour  son. 
I-"   first   time   Monsieur  Minoret.  junior.   se|^    fo(it    in    Xe- 
"""r.s  we  meet.     He  l,as  got  to  fight  uw.  and  he  shall  fight' 


in 
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iR 
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ii 
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Or  ho  shall  Ik-  so  utterly  disLTacci!  tli.it  he  will  not  daro  to 
show  his  face  anywlicri';  if  he  dues  iinl  conic  to  Xciiiour.-,  I 
will  <ro  tu  Foiilaiiiclilcaii  I  I  will  lia\i'  -at wfactioii.  It  shall 
never  he  siid  that  you  have  ba.-ely  tried  tit  l)rin;j:  shame  on  a 
del'eiiceless  irirl." 

"Hut  the  caluniiiie<  of  such  a  fellow  as  (ionpil — really— 
are  not "  said  Minoret. 

"Would  you  like  nie  to  confront  you  with  him?"  cried 
Savinien,  interrupting'  him.  "Believe  me.  you  had  better  not 
noise  the  matter:  it  is  between  you  and  (Joupil  and  me;  leave 
it  so.  and  (iod  will  decide  the  i-sue  in  the  duel  to  which  I 
shall  do  your  son  the  honor  of  challeni:in<r  him." 

"But  thinj:s  cannot  j:o  on  like  tha'  !"  cried  Zelie.  "What! 
Do  you  suppose  that  I  -hall  allow  Desire  to  fiu'ht  with  you. 
a  naval  otlicer.  who.-e  hu.-iness  it  is  to  use  the  -word  and 
pistol !  If  you  liave  a  score  a.irainst  Minoret.  here  is  Minoret; 
take  Minoret.  fiuht  with  Minoret!  lint  why  should  my  boy. 
who,  by  y(Uir  own  c<uit'e.-sion.  is  innocent  of  it  all,  suffer  the 
penalty  y  I  will  set  a  do--  of  mine  to  hinder  that,  my  fine 
gentleman! — Come.  Minoret,  there  you  sit  jzapinir  like  a 
groat  idiot!  You  are  in  vnur  own  house,  and  you  will  allow 
this  young  fellow  to  keep  ids  hat  on  in  your  wife's  presence! 
Now,  young  man.  to  begin  with,  take  yourself  olT.  Every- 
man's house  is  liis  castle.  1  do  not  know  what  voii  are  at  wi'.ii 
all  your  rhodomonlaile.  but  just  turn  (Ui  your  heel:  and  if 
you  lay  a  finger  on  J)esire.  you  will  have  me  to  settle  with— 
you  and  your  preci(Mis  slut,  rr-ule." 

She  rang  violently,  and  called  the  -ervants. 

"Remember  what  I  have  said."  repeated  Savinien.  who. 
heedless  of  Zelie's  diatribe,  went  away,  leaving  this  sword  of 
Damoele.s  suspended  mer  iheir  heads. 

"Now.  ]\Iinoret,  will  you  tell  me  the  meaning  of  all  thi-?" 
said  Zelie  to  her  hn-band.  ".X  young  man  does  not  come  into 
a  decent  house  and  kick  up  all  ilii>  tremendous  dust  for  noth- 
ing, and  insist  on  th(>  blood  of  an  onlv  -on  and  heir." 

"It  is  some  trick  of  that  na-iy  ape  (ioupil's :  I  had  promised 
to  help  him  to  be  made  notary  if  he  would  get  le  Rouvre  on 
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rv;is..iia(jk'  toniiH.  I  <::\\v  liim  t.ii  per  ccm.  twi'nty  tliousaiui 
franc.-,  iii  liills  of  cxcliaii-c,  mid  1  >i!|.p()sr  he  i,'  not  -ati«!- 
liiMl." 

••^l>:  but  what  lUTviou.  iva.Min  ,aii  hv  have  liad  to  fjot  up 
-••niiadc-  and  ra,M-alilic-  to  truublc  rr.-ulr?" 

"ilf  wanted  to  marry  liei-."' 

-A  .irii-l  without  a  sou:-  H,.;-'  Fiddles! irks !  Look  here, 
Miiiorct.  you  arc  cfaiiiiiiiivu'  iiir  with  iioiiM-usf.  and  you  are 
!y  natiiiv  too  .-tupid  to  makr  it  take,  my  sou.  There  is  sonie- 
tiuiii:  behind  it  all,  and  you  have  ^^)l  to'tell  it  me."" 

•■'I'licro  is  notiiin;,'." 

-Tliore  is  nothiii^rv  ^VcH,  I  tel]  you  that  is  a  lie,  and  we 
-.'sail  see." 

"Will  you  leave  nie  in  peace?" 

•i  will  turn  on  the  tap  of  that  barrel  of  poison.  Goupil, 
whom  you  know,  I  think ;  and  you  will  not  ^'et  the  best  of  the 
bar^'ain  then." 

"As  you  please." 

"Certainly,  it  will  be  as  I  plea.^e !  And  what  I  please,  first 
.i!id  foremost,  is  that  no  one  shall  lav  a  finirer  on  Desire;  if 
anythin^r  happens  to  him— tli.'re,  I  tell  vou,  I  should  do  some- 
tiiinjx  that  would  take  me  to  the  block.  Desire !— Why  !— 
And  there  you  sit  without  stirrini,"- 1" 

\  (juarrel  thus  be-,,,,  hetweeii  Minoivt  and  his  wife  was 
!-■'!  likely  to  end  without  lon^^  di 


omestie  hroils. 


le  thievin 


g 


now  found   his  stru-irle  with  himself  and   with   Ursul 
is  blunderiniT,  and  <'onip!ieate(l  bv  a  fresh 


ade  harder  by  h 

id  terrible  adversary.    Xe.\t  d 


ipil,  hopini,^  to  silen 


IV.  when  1 


ce  111 


walls:  Minnrct  is  a  iliirff     ] 


le  went  out  to  <ro  to 
111  with  money,  he  read  on  all  the 


•k.'d  1 


very  one  he  met  iiitied  him,  and 


iim  wlio  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  anonv 


M-.  and  every  one  overlooked  the  evasiv. 

'V  ascril 

a!!tai:es  from  their  w 

Ji'.-nirth.    We  look  on  at  a  in-eat 


nious  placard- 


eness  of  his  replie 
m\<s:  it  to  his  stupidity.     Simpletons  <:ain   more  ad 


W  ■■  feel  s 


'akness  than  clever  men  <:et  from  their 
man  struj,ruiin;:  a.irainst  fate, 
1  iianknipt  -rroeer.     Do  you  know  why? 
upenor  when  we  protect  an  idiot,  and  are  a<'''rieved 


'it  we  raise  a  fund  for 
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at  being  no  mure  iliaii  ciiual  i,,  li,,.  i,i;i,i  ,,\'  genius.  A  clover 
man  wuiiKl  hn\u  been  niir.ed  if,  like  Miiiorei.  he  had  ^tain- 
niereil  oi:t  iiiepn.-.teriiii-  n  |'!ie-  with  a  M-ared  Innk.  /elie  jiiid 
th(^  servant-'  ell'aeeil  ihe  lii.elnii.s  iii-eriptioii  wlierever  ihev 
saw  it,  but  it  weighed  on  MinnreTs  e  .iiseieiiei'. 

ThcMigh  (iouiiii  had,  oidv  the  (hiv  Ixd'ore.  given  tlio  -iuiii- 
iiioii.-iiig  oilieer  his  word,  h.-  nio-l  audui-ionslv  rel'ii.-ed  nou 
to  sign  tiu'  auTct'inent. 

'"Mv  (h'ar  I.eeienr.  voii  see  I  am  in  a  po-ition  to  l)iiy  Dionis' 
practice,  and  1  can  help  you  to  m'II  yours  to  -ome  one  else. 
J'ut  your  agreement  in  y.uir  pucket  again.  It  i~  the  loss  only 
of  a  couple  of  stamp-.     Here  are  seventy  centimes." 

l.ecuur  was  too  much  aiVaid  of  (l.jupil  to  make  any  com- 
plaints. .\ll  Xeuiours  was  f(U-thwitli  informed  that  Minorct 
liad  oU'ercd  his  guarantee  to  Dionis  to  enalde  (ioupil  to  pur- 
chase his  ])hice.  The  iiudding  notary  wrote  to  Savim'en  re- 
tracting all  his  ccuife-iun  regarding  Minoret.  and  explaininj- 
to  the  young  noldeiiuin  that  hi>  mw  ]iosition,  the  decision-  of 
the  Supreme  Couri.  and  his  re-pee|  for  ju>tice  forl)ade  in- 
fighting a  duel.  .\t  the  same  time,  he  warned  him  to  take  care 
henceforth  how  he  behaved.  a>  h. — (i,,upil— was  practised  in 
kicking,  and  at  the  tirsi  jirovocatinu  would  have  the  pleasure 
of  breaking  his  leg. 

The  wall-  of  .N'euiours  spoke  no  more.  But  the  (piarrel 
between  Minoret  and  his  wife  continued,  and  Savinien  kept 
angry  silence.  Within  ten  day.-  of  these  events  the  marriage 
of  the  elder  Mademoiselle  Mas-in  to  the  future  notary  wa- 
I)uhlicly  rumored.  .Mademoiselle  Ma.-sin  had  eighty  thousand 
francs  and  her  ngly  face;  (ioupil.  his  misshapen  body  and  his 
ap{)ointment :  so  the  nnion  seemed  -uitahli'  and  probable. 

At  midnight,  as  (eiupil  was  (piiiting  the  ^^assins'  hou-e, 
he  was  seized  in  the  street  by  two  stran.u'ers.  who  thrashed  him 
rioundly  and  disappeared.  Conpil  never  breathed  a  word 
about  tiiis  nocturnal  scene,  .-md  gave  the  lie  to  an  old  woman 
who.  looking  out  of  her  window,  fancied  .-he  had  recognized 
him. 

All  these  great  little  events  were  watched  by  the  Justice, 
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Ah.i  clciirly  saw  tluit  (loiipil  ha,]  x.inc  mv-i.Tioiis  power  over 
Miiiuret,  and  promised  hiiuMlf  that  lir'uon!,!  lind  out  the 
i'  a-on  of  it. 


Ili<•u^'h  pul.lie  opinion  in  tlip  little  town  neknowled^'ed 
I  r-nle\s  perfect  innocenee,  she  recovered  hut  slowly,  "in 
•':i>  Stat.'  of  jihysicai  pro-tration.  \vhi(  h  h'ft  Iier  soiil  and 
^^'inrl  free,  she  hecaine  tiic  pavMve  iiiedinin  of  certain  phe- 
nomena of  which  the  ,.ir..ct<  in.lced  wer-  tcrrildc,  and  of  ,x 
nature  to  attract  tlie  attention  of  science,  if  science  had  only 

■ "  '"'^•■"  '"t"  ">»•  ^"<ret.     Ten  davs  after  Madame  de  Por- 

'ndaere-s  vi>it,  Trsule  had  a  dream  wliicli  presented  the 
'  haracteristies  of  a  supernatural  vnion.  as  much  in  its  moral 
!■!'  ts  as  in  Its  pliysical  condition>.  so  to  -peak. 

llec  jrodfather,  (dd  Doctor  Minorct,  appeared  to  her,  and 

• -tied  to  her  to  foll,,w  him:  she  dres-cd  and  went  with  him 

tlirouah  the  darkness,  as  far  as  the  house  in  the  Rue  des  Bonr- 

-vuis,  where  she  found  everythin^^  to  the  most  trivial  details, 

Jiot  as  they  had  heen  at  the  time  u(  her  ^godfather's  death' 

I  ii.'  old  man  wore  the  clothes  he  had  had  on  the  dav  hefore  ho 

•'  -1:  his  face  was  pale,  not  a  sound  wr.s  h.>ard  a^'he  moved; 

';■  '.ertheless,  Ursiile  distinctly  heard  his  voice,  though  it  was 

Mnit.  as  if  repeate.l  hy  a  distant  echo.      The  doeto^r  led  hi.s 

'  ird  into  the  Chinese  pavilion,  where  he  made  her  rai^e  the 

'  aihle  top  of  tile  little  J3oiile  ehilfonier,  as  she  had  done  the 

^ ';•   "I   his  death;  hut  instead  .;f  findinir  nothing  there,  she 

^  'u  the  letter  her  Lro.jfather  had  desired  lier  to  fetfli.    She  un- 

-  ded  it  and  read  it.  a<  well  a^  the  will  in  Savinien's  favor. 
••rh.>  letters  of  the  writinir."  -he  ,<aid  to  the  cure,  "shono 

-  ihou-h  they  had  luvn  traced  with  siini)eanis;  tliev  scorched 
uiy  eyes." 

When  she  looked  up  .-it  her  uncl,>  to  thank  him,  .<he  saw 
I  Kindly  sn:ile  .m  his  pale  lips.  Then,  in  hi-  weak  hut  quite 
•'•ar  voice,  the  sjiectre  showed  her  Minorct  in  the  passage 
-t-ning  to  his  .secret,  nnscrewing  the  lo,-k.  and  takin?  the 
'a.  ket  of  papers.  Tln^n.  with  hi-  ri-ht  hand,  he  took'hold 
'!  !he  girl  and  obliged  her  to  walk  with  the  tread  of  the  dead 
14 
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to  follow  MiiK.pt  Ji.uiH'  t,.  Iii>  huiiM'.  Cr-Milf  <r.KM'(l  th.^ 
town,  wen:  ini.,  tlu  \y,  ti!i::-lion<i.,  iimt  up  i,,  Zrli,.\  ruoin. 
when'  thc'  .prciri'  in;ii|r  h,r  .,■(•  the  .pml.T  iin-caliii.'  ilio  k't- 
tcr.-,  nailiii;:  and  liiiriiiiii:  tl.rin. 

"lie  cMiiM  only  in.il.r  tl,.-  lliini  nialcli  Imrti."  <aul  Frsiilc. 
"lo  .-ct  lif:lit  to  ill,'  |M|irrs,  and  lie  hnrifd  ihc  a>li.s  anioiiir  fj,,. 
(•iiidcrs.  After  ihal.  mv  irodrathn-  t,„,k  nic  hack  to  our  housr, 
nrid  I  saw  Mon.-jciir  .Miiiopt-l.cvranli  Mral  inio  tl,,.  jihrarv, 
where  he  took,  oul  of  llie  ilurd  voliune  of  the  /^//^Av^s•.  the 
three  honds  hearing:  twelve  thon-and  franco  a  vear.  as  w.'ll 
as  the  nionev  >aved  in  the  hnu-e.  all  in  itaiik  note:*.  Then  my 
K'  rdian  said  to  me:  'All  tlie  torments  that  have  hrom.rlit  you 
to  thu  hrink  of  the  irrave  are  his  work,  hut  (lod  wills  that 
you  shonid  he  happy.  Vou  will  not  die  vet:  you  will  inarrv 
Savinien.  If  yon  love  me.  if  ymi  love  Saviiiien.  you  will  ask 
for  the  restoration  of  vour  fortune  hv  mv  tieDliew  Swear 
that  you  will.'"  '  •       •        i         • 

Shininrr  like  the  Lord  at  His  Transfi.iruration.  the  spectre 
had  had  such  a  violent  elfect  on  Osnle's  mind,  in  the  oji- 
prcssed  state  in  which  she  wa-  at  the  time,  that  she  p^omi.s^.d 
all  her  uncle  ask.'d  her  to  h-  rid  of  the  ni^rliMnare.  She  woke 
to  find  herself  standinjr  in  the  itiiddle  of  her  room,  in  front 
of  tho  portrait  of  her  <ro,lfather.  which  sli,.  had  had  hrou^'hi 
there  when  she  was  ill.  She  went  to  hed  auain.  and  to  sleep 
after  great  excitement,  rcmemherin.i:  tin-  siramze  visioi  when 
she  woke:  hut  she  dared  not  speak  of  it.  Her  refined  wod 
sen.sc.  an<l  her  delicacy  of  fcelinu-,  took  oU'ence  at  the  thousrht 
of  revealing  a  dream  of  which  the  cause  and  ohjcct  were  her 
own  pecuniary  inter.'sts:  .-he  naturally  attrii)uted  it  to  La 
Boueival's  chat,  as  she  was  i:oin.-r  to  sleep,  of  the  doctor's 
liberality,  and  the  ((Uivietions  her  old  nuI■^e  ,-iill  cherishi'd  on 
the  subject. 

But  (he  dream  returned  with  aiXirravated  details,  whicii 
made  her  dread  it  -.nvatly.  The  second  time  her  .godfather 
laid  his  ice-cold  hand  on  her  shoulder,  cau-ing  h<>r  the  acute-i 
pain,  an  indescrili.ihle  s.n.sition.  "The  dead  must  be  obeyed  '." 
he  said  in  sepulchral  tones. 
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fniiii  h'\<  liollow  blank  eyes." 

"""■  ''"•  'I'iHl  tnan  look  licr  hy  licr  lonjr  plaits 

I   li'i-   Minor.'t   talkin-  with  (ioiii.il.  aiid 


'ruiiii,-inir  1,11,1  iiiMiiry  it'  lir  uuiiM  imLc  rr-iilc  t 


Sens.   Tlu'i 


'iiind  to  tell  h.  r  iliiv.'  divaiiis  to  tlio  Abbt 


iiiailt'  iij)  lirr 
I  Mafuron. 

•'.Monsimir  !.■  Cutv."  -Ur  ^aid  to  h,,,,  our  cvcnin.'.  "do  vou 
•  'I'v  that  th.'  dfad  can  walkr" 
•My  .•hihi.  sicivd  hi>tory.  profiiiic  hi-torv.  modern  history 
•ir  witness  i„  „|,.,„y  pa<.;ijr,.s  ,„  ,i„,j,.  apprarin;:.     Still,  the 
•  '^in-.h  has  n.v.r  made  it  an  arti.de  of  faith;  and  as  to' sci- 
'  '•■'".  in  I- ranee  it  laiiirhs  it  to  .-corn." 
"\\  hat  do  you  liclicve  ?" 
■•|"he  power  of  (iod,  my  eliihl.  in  infinite." 
■■|)id  niy  LTodfather  ever  speak  to  yon  ,,f  theso  thinps?" 
••Ve~:oft,.n.     lie  had  completely  ehan,i:.d  his  views  of  such 
"  .liter..     III.  conversion  dated  from  the  dav.  as  lie  told  me 
t>v.  nty  times,  when  a  woman  at  l'ari>  heard  vou.  at  Xoniours, 
f  "iMn^r  for  liim.  and  saw  the  red  dot  vou  had  made  on  the 
'I'-ndar  at  the  name  of  Saint-Savinieii,"' 


I 


r-uie  irav( 


i  scream  that   made  the  priest  shiuhJer:  she 


!'iiiliered  the  scene  when,  or 


I    111.-   re  I 


iidian  liad  read  her  heart,  and  had  tal. 


irii   from   Paris,  her 


!ar. 


en  awav  her  oal- 


•If  that  is  th 

I  fat  her  I 


e  ease 


said  she,  "my  visions  are  possible.    My 
las  appeared  to  nie  as  .Fesiis  app.'ared  to  His  dis- 

t,  and  he  speaks  to  nie. 


He  stands  in  a 


L'olllen    ll'd 


;niled  to  In-  you  to  say  a  mas^  for  the  repose  of  his  soul 
lo  he-eecll  tile  interposition  of  (. 


-  winch  overwhelm  me." 
le  then  related  her  three  d 
"11  the  ah.M.lutc  truthfiilnev. 
"wn   movements,  and   ll 


pos 
id  to  stop  these  appari- 


re.ims  in  every  detail,  in-ist- 
■  of  the  facts,  the  freedom  of 


as  she  described  it.  f 


le  clear  vi-ion   ot 


m    inner  si 


If 


ollowed  the  .uuidatice  of  her 


!1<'  Willi   pi'rfect   ea-e.      Whm   ;,„,.,(  siintri.-ed  tl 


uncle  ri 


itii  Frsnle's  perfec 


ll  de.- 


veracitv  Wis  We!!  1 


!■  priest,  to 
knoun.  was  her  ex- 


^criptiou  of  the  room  formerly  oeeupied  by  Zelie  M 


m 
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riisiri;  miuoi  i  r 
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nor.'t  lit  the  i.o>tiii--li(.ii.M'.  •m.,  uh.rli  rr-ulr  h.i.l  ,i,.v.t  bprii. 
1111(1  wliK  h.  111(1,  rd,  >!i..  !i,i,i  .M.\,  r  ,  \,.||  l„,inl  ni.ni  i,.iic,|. 

"lU-^Mhiit    iiicaiis   cjiii    ih,-,-    -tr.iii-..    .ir.ii.iritinn-    It.'    j.ro- 
duccd?"  said  rr.-iilc   "What  .ii,;  my  ;:M(lfat'!icr  think '" 

"Voiir  ^rudfaih.T.  iiiv  child,  aru'iird   fnmi  h\[iutht    cs.      [I,. 
iicknowlcdj^rd   ih.'   [)n.Nil.|,-  f\istcii(i'  ..f  ;i    spirit  nil   world,  a 
wi.rld  of    d.'a>.     If  idci-  aiv  a  dvatiuii  [.rnpcr  tn  tnaii.  if  ffifv 
Mihsi-t  and  li\(   a  lilV  |Mriiliar  lo  th.-rn-rlvrs  tiirv  rllu^t  liavr 
fi)riiis  iiiiiMnvpiihio  to  ..nr  i'M,  mai   -.■„-.■<.  hut'  |,cnrpiih!, 
to  our  iiinTior  scns.'s  und.T  .Triain  (  >nditiaiis.     Thus  your 
pMlfalhor's  ideas  may  enu-rap  vmu.  and  yuu  perhaps  haw  leni 
tlhiii  hi?  a-p.'ct.     Then,  if  Mmon-t  ha-  .•..iinuiil.MJ  those  ac- 
tions, they  ar<'  di--;(dv.'d   iiitn   id.  a-;   f^r  .'Very  action   is  the 
oiacoinc  of  several  i.leas.      y„u      >■  idea-  !;ave'  their  heinir  in 
the  spiritual   World,  your  spirit    mav   lia^-   heen   enabled   to 
eco  them   when  transported   thither      'Phe~e  phenomena  are 
not  mori'stranL:e  than  those  of  mein-r\  ;  and  those  of  moiiiory 
arc  as  surpri.-iiii:  and  a>  iiiexpl  cable  as  tho^'  f)f  the  perfume 
of  [dants.  which  are  perhaps  the  plants'  ideas," 

'•Dear  me!  how  you  e\]iand  the  world!  i'.iit  i.-  it  reallv 
possible  to  hear  a  dead  man  -^[H'ak.  to  -ee  him  walk  ami  act  ?"" 
"Swedetibori:,  in  Sw.MJen.""  replied  the  Abbe,  -has  proved 
to  (iemon>tration  that  lie  held  ini.-rcourse  with  the  d.Md. 
But,  at  any  rate,  (lunc  into  the  library,  and  in  the  life  of 
the  famous  Due  de  ^ronI  morcncv,  who  was  beheaded  at  Tou- 
louse, and  who  certainly  was  not  the  man  to  invent  a  cock-and- 
bull  story,  you  will  read  of  an  aiivenlure  almo^t  like  your 
own,  whi<'b  also  o-  curivd,  above  a  liumircd  years  before,  to 
Cardan."' 

Ursule  and  tb.c  cure  went  up  to  the  first  floor,  and  the 
p)od  man  found  for  her  a  little  duodecimo  edition,  printed  in 
Taris  in  ICdC,  ,,f  th,.  Ilishjr,/  uf  llniri  dc  Muni im,rnir„. 
wrilten  by  a  contemporary  prie>t  who  had  known  that  prince. 
"Iiead,"  said  the  cure.  Lrivim:  jier  the  volume  open  at'  paj.'is 
1T5  and  irc.  "•Your  irodfalher  oft, n  read  this  passai'e;  see. 
liere  are  some  grains  of  his  snuH'." 

"And  he  is  no  more!"  said  L'rsule,  taking  the  book  to  re:i] 
this  j)a::sage : — 
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■•IlK'  H<';:.'  Hi   I'ns,,^  ua^  r.M.uirkal,!..  fur  tlie  l...,s  of  soini. 

"■   I.'"'  |-'rM,ii>   111  .nniMiaiHl.     -I'wu  (•..l,,iicl.s  wvri'  killod  •  to 

■  >,   iIk'   .Miir.|u;.  .11  xrli,..,  wl.u  .l„,i   „,•  ,,   ,,„i,,„j   rc.,riv..d 

^  n.ctn.n.lH.-.  ;in,l  ,!„•  Man|.n-  .!,■  I'nrt..-,  I,v  a  ^run.-l.ot  ,n 

■'■"■  li'''i'l.     Ilr  ua>  t,.  hav..  Im,.,,  ,„a,|..  Marshal  of  France  th.> 

./'   ''''>■''•■  "^"  i^'"''''-     •'"-'   •'l-nl    li,r   niuMirnt    whrn  Ih,. 

M  .iM'ii^  .hr.i.  thr  !»,„•  ,1,.  .Mon|„inrrn,-v,  who  wa>  sl.rpi,,^,  ,„ 

-  >il.  ua>  nuiM.i  i,N  ;,  \„ic..  like  that  of  the  Maniui^    hi.l- 

-'  luin  farru.II.     Th-  iov  Uv  had  for  on.,  uho  wa.  so  near 

'""1  cauH-l  him  to  alirihut..  the  illiiH,)n  of  thi.  (In.im  to 

■  l'"«-r  „t  hi.  iina-inaliu,,  ;  and  ihr  toil  of  ,h,.  ni^ht,  which 
'■■"I  ^IM'iit  a^  usual  1.1  the  trench,-,  made  him  ^v,  to  sleep 

-'""'"''""•■•'">  l-..r,    iiiit  theslme^oiees^d.lenlvl,^okeit 

^■•n.  and  the  phanioni.  whieh  he  had  onlv  seen  in"hi>  .loop 

-i"H''l  lii-n  to  wake  on...  more,  ami  f.  Iwar  distinctly  the 

^'    ""ni>   that    It    lia.l   -pok.m   h^fure  disapp,.arin-    '  The 

"  •   I  "■"  rec.dh.ct..,l  that  on.,  .lav  «h..n  tii<.v  had  heard  Pitrat 

•  •    !M.ln,-..pii.T  .li.-,-o,irMn,'   n{   ,1,..   M.paration   of   th,.   soul 

■^:"",""'  '""y-  ""■>■  '""'  ["■omi~...i  ,„  i,„l  ..a.'h  .,th.T  fannvell 

:'"'■7^ ''"■;'    'j';^'-,"'    '-    "-n'    |-nni„e,l.      Whereupon; 

'■■"•''■  •"'  ''""i''>-  i">  .hva.l  of  ,h..  truth  ,d'  tliis  warnin.r    ho 

•   "nee  Mnt   one  of  h,.  ...ruuu^  to  the   Manpiis-  lod-nm^^ 

■  -"^v.n-.listan,  from  !„-  own.     But  hef„re  his  man  eoid.l 

;■•"  (1-  wa.-   >,.nt   for  h.v  ,h,.   K,,,::,  .vh,,  ,.a„s,.d  him  to  he 
;  I'.v  p,T>.m.>  who  ..oul.l  eomfort  him,  of  the  misfortune 

'    "'I'l  already  apprelii'ii.l.'d. 
■I  I'.ive  it  to  ih..  l..ani...|  t..  .Hm-uss  th.' raus,.  of  tliis  event 
■'■   '    ia\e  oli,.n  h.'ar.l  ,i,e   Due  d.'  M..ntm..r.  n.'v  relate 

'  '•  -'^ '"<■''  '  "••'\''  'ii<'!i.-:l;t  worihy  to  !,.■  set  .hnvn  f.,r'its  mar" 
'-iie-.-  an. I  ir.  truth." 

'*■"•■  Il'-n.-a-k..,!   C-i,!...  ••^,ha;  .„i-lit   I  to.IoV" 
^'-^   '-nl.!.  •  >aid  the  ruvr.  ■•t!,e,.aM.  is  so  s.Ti.-us.  and  ^o 
^   i<.  your  own  advania,...  !i,at  y.-u   must  keep  compl..t.. 

'  "■•     ^'n^■  that  y..u  have  iruste.l  m..  with  the  secret  of  th^^ 

^-"'"-    i"''!'-'i-    "     "ill    eom,.    ;„.    ,„,„,,        H,„i,],.,_    ^,,,^,    ^,^^ 

'"""-"  -"^^  i"-"t'M!:ur.h:  w.n.th.n.  to-morrow  v.,u 
'""  '"  ''"••''<   '■'"'•  ^''"l   t"  pna    for  i!,..  p,.a.-,.  of  vour 
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godfather's  soul.  Be  (juite  sure,  at  any  rate,  that  your 
Becret  is  in  safe  hands." 

"If  you  could  know  in  what  terror  I  go  to  sleep!  What 
awful  looks  my  godfatlicr  givos  inc  I  The  last  time  he  held 
on  to  my  dress  to  see  mo  longer.  I  woke  with  my  face  stream- 
ing with  tears." 

"Rest  in  peace ;  he  will  come  no  more."  said  the  cure. 

Without  losing  a  li.inute  tiie  Abi)e  Chaperon  went  to  Mi- 
noret's  house  and  hegged  him  to  grant  him  a  minute's  con- 
versation in  the  Chinese  pavilion,  insisting  that  they  must  be 
alone. 

*No  one  can  hear  us  ?"  a.sked  the  priest. 

'No  one,"  said  Minoret. 

"Mon.deur,  my  chMraeter  i.^^  known  to  you,"  said  the  worthy 
priest,  looking  Minnn^t  mildly  hut  steadfastly  in  the  face.  "I 
must  speak  to  you  of  some  serious,  extraordinary  matters, 
which  concern  you  alone,  and  which  you  may  rely  on  me  to 
keep  a  profound  secret  :  hut  it  is  impossible  that  1  should  not 
reveal  them  to  you. — When  your  uncle  was  alive,  there  stood 

just  there "  said  tli(>  Ablu',  pointing  to  the  spot,  "a  little 

chiffonier  of  Boule  with  a  niarl)le  top"  (Minoret  turned  pale), 
"and  under  the  nuirble  slab  your  uncle  i)laced  a  letter  for 
his  ward " 

The  cure  went  on  to  tell  Minoret  the  whole  story  of  Mi- 
noret "s  conduct,  without  omitting  tlie  smalU'st  detail.  The 
retired  postmaster,  when  he  heard  of  the  circumstance  of 
the  two  matches  which  went  out  before  burning  up,  felt  his 
hair  creep  on  his  thick-set  scalp. 

"Who  has  invented  such  a  cock-aiul-bull  story?"  he  said 
in  a  huskv  voice,  when  the  tale  was  linislied. 

"The  dead  man  himself!" 

This  re])ly  made  Minoret  shiver  slightly,  for  he  too  saw  the 
doctor  in  his  dreams. 

"(iod  is  ninst  good  to  work  miracles  for  me.  Monsieur  le 
Cure,"  said  Minoret.  inspired  by  his  peril  to  utter  the  only 
jest  he  ever  perpetrated  in  his  life. 

"All  that  God  does  is  natural,"  replied  the  priest. 


t    .** 


TIIK  MINORKT   I'UorKIJTY 


215 


■■Your  i)lianta?iiia;:oria  dues  not  friL'hti'U  iiu',"  said  tlie 
,■■!■.. -su;;.  rccovcriiii:  his  ])n'Sfnci'  t,\'  niiiid  a  littlo. 

■"I  have  not  coww  to  rri;:liti'ii  yon,  my  di^ar  >ir.  for  I  sliall 
;:t\(r  speak  of  tliis  to  any  livin;,'  crcatiirf,"  said  tlio  cure. 
"Yon  alone  know  tlu'  truth.     It  is  a  niatlor  hetwcen  you  and 

'■('onie,  now,  Monsieur  ]<>  Cure,  do  you  believe  nie  capable 
I  :'  -iHh  a  breach  of  faith  'f" 

'"1  believe  in  no  crimes  l)Ut  those  which  are  confessed  to 
ii:.'.  and  of  which  the  sinner  repents,"  said  the  priest  in 
apostolic  tones. 

■■.\  crime?"  exclaimed  Minoret. 

"\  crime,  terrible  in  its  results." 

"in  what  way?" 

'in  the  fact  that  it  evades  human  justice.  The  crimes 
ui:i''h  are  not  expiated  here  will  be  expiated  in  the  other 
«  I'ld.     God  Himsi'lf  avenires  the  innocent." 

"You  think  that  (iod  troubles  Himself  ai)out  such  trifles?" 

He  could  not  see  all  the  worlds  and  ever}'  detail  at  a 

i:!ance,  as  vou  bold  a  landscaj)e  in  vour  eve,  He  would  not  be 

(iod." 

"Monsieur  le  Cure,  do  you  give  me  your  word  of  honor 
that  you  have  heard  all  this  storv  from  no  one  but  my 
uncle?" 

'"Your  uncle  has  appeared  three  times  to  Trsule,  to  re- 
iJ'Tate  it.  Worn  out  by  these  dreams,  slie  confided  these 
ri  vclations  to  me,  under  the  seal  of  secrecy;  she  herself  re- 
;:  rds  them  as  so  entirely  irrational  that  she  will  never  al- 
iiide  to  them.    So  on  that  point  you  may  be  quite  easy." 

"But  I  am  quite  easy  on  all  points,  Monsieur  Chaperon." 

'i  can  but  hope  .«o,"  said  the  old  priest.  "P'ven  if  I  should 
r';:ard  such  warnings  given  in  dreams  as  uttrrly  absurd,  I 
^';"uld  still  think  it  necessary  to  communie;;te  them  to  you  on 
anount  of  the  singularity  of  the  details.  You  are  a  respectable 
nan;  and  you  have  earned  yo  ir  fine  fortune  too  legitimately 
I"  wish  to  add  to  it  by  robbery,  ^'on  arr.  too.  a  v(>ry  sii;iple 
man;  remorse  would  torture  you  too  cruelly.    We  have  in  cur- 
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selves  an  instinct  of  justice,  in  llic  civiliziMl  man  a?;  in  tho 
savajrc  which  ilncs  not  allow  of  om-  ciijnyinir  in  pcaco  aiiv- 
thin<:  \\('  have  acfiuircil  dishnnc^tly  accurdinir  to  tlic  laws  of 
the  society  wo  live  in;  for  \vcll-ori.'aiiizc(]  cnnunnnities  are 
modeled  on  the  plan  ;:ivcn  to  the  universe  hv  Hod  Himself. 
In  so  far,  society  has  a  divine  oriirin.  Mat)  does  not  evolve 
ideas,  does  not  invent  forms:  lie  imiiatc-  the  eternal  rela- 
tions he  finds  in  all  that  surrounds  liim.  ('on-e(juenlly.  this 
is  what  happens:  no  criminal  ;roinir  to  the  -ealfojd  with  tho 
full  power  of  carryinji:  o\it  of  the  world  the  secret  of  his 
crimes,  allows  himself  to  he  executed  without  makini:  the  con- 
fession to  which  he  is  urired  hy  a  mysterious  impulse. — So, 
my  dear  Monsieur  Minoret,  if  you  are  ea-v  1  mav  j^o  awav 
happy." 

Minoret  was  so  dazed  that  he  left  the  cure  to  let  himself 
out.  As  soon  as  he  was  alone  he  Hew  into  the  raire  of  a  full- 
blooded  nature:  he  hroke  out  in  the  wildest  iilaspheniies,  and 
called  Ursule  by  every  odious  name. 

"Why,  what  has  she  done  to  you?"  asked  his  wife,  who  had 
come  in  on  tiptoe  after  seein^r  the  cure  depart. 

For  the  first  and  only  time  in  his  life.  Minoret.  drunk  with 
fury  and  driven  to  extremities  by  his  wife's  persistent  ques- 
tioning, beat  her  so  soundly  that  when  she  fell  helpless  he  was 
obliged  to  lift  her  in  his  arms,  and,  very  much  ashamed  of 
himself,  to  put  her  to  bed. 

He  liimself  had  a  short  fit  of  illness :  the  doctor  wjus  obliged 
to  bleed  him  twice.  When  he  was  alxuit  ai:ain.  ever\'  one, 
within  a  short  time,  noticed  that  he  was  altered.  Minoret 
would  take  walks  alone,  and  often  wander  about  the  streets 
like  a  man  uneasy  in  his  mind.  He  seemed  absent-minded 
when  spoken  to — he,  who  had  never  had  two  ideas  in  his  head. 
At  last,  one  day,  he  addressed  the  .Justice,  in  the  High  Street, 
as  he  was  going,  no  doubt,  to  fetch  Ursule  to  take  her  tn 
Madame  de  Portenduerc's,  where  the  whist  parties  had  begun 
again. 

"Monsieur  Bongrand.  I  have  something  rather  important 
to  say  to  my  cousin  Ursule,"  said  he.  taking  the  Justice  by 
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thr  ;inn,  "and  I  am  jjflad  that  you  should  be  present;  you 
n,;i\'  L'ivc  hor  some  advitL'.'* 

Thfv  found  Ur.-ulc  at  tho  piano;  .she  rose  with  an  air  of 
(ulil  diirnity  when  .-he  saw  Minorot. 

"Monsieur  ]\Iinoret  wishes  to  speak  with  you  on  business, 
iny  dear,"  said  the  Justice.  "By  the  way,  do  not  forpret  to 
<;i\v  nie  your  dividend  warrants.  I  am  <:oin<r  to  Paris,  and  1 
ui!!  <:ct  your  six  months'  inttrcst,  and  La  Bou.<rivars." 

"Cousin."  said  Minoret,  "our  unele  had  accustomed  you 
t.'  an  easier  life  than  you  now  enjoy." 

"It  is  possible  to  be  very  happy  without  much  money,"  said 

"1  have  been  thinkinjr  that  money  would  help  to  make  you 
h.ijipy/'  replied  Minoret,  '"and  I  came  to  olTer  you  some,  out  of 
r'-peet  for  my  uncle's  memory." 

"You  had  a  very  natural  course  open  to  your  respect  for 
liiiii,"  said  Ursule  severely.  "You  mi,<:ht  have  left  his  house 
jii-t  as  it  was.  and  have  sold  it  to  me,  for  you  ran  the  price 
up  so  high  onlv  in  the  hope  of  findinj?  treasure  hoarded 
thrre " 

".\t  any  rate/'  said  Minoret,  evidently  ill  at  ease,  "if  you 
h;hl  twelve  thousand  francs  a  year,  you  would  be  in  a  position 
t(i  marry  the  better." 

"I  have  not  such  an  income." 

"P>ut  if  I  were  to  give  it  to  you,  on  condition  of  your  pur- 
chasing an  estate  in  Brittany,  in  Madame  de  Portendu^re's 
Tin  of  the  country,  she  would  then  consent  to  your  marry- 
ui.'  her  son? " 

"Monsieur  Minoret,  I  have  no  right  to  so  large  a  sum, 
ai.il  could  not  possibly  accept  it  from  you.  We  are  scarcely 
r''iiti'd.  and  still  less  arc  wc  friends.  I  have  sutTered  too 
II  iuh  already  from  slaiulcr  to  wish  to  give  any  cause  for  evil 
s-akiiig.  What  have  I  done  to  descn'e  such  a  gift?  On 
wi;  it  })retext  could  you  tuake  me  such  a  present  ?  These  ques- 
'  ;;~.  which  I  have  a  right  to  a.-k  \<>u.  every  one  will  answer 
i!i  lii-  own  way.  It  will  be  interpreted  as  compensation  for 
f' nie  injury,  and  I  decline  to  recognize  any.     Your  uncle 
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(lid  not  brinjr  iih'  n|)  in  iiriiohlc  scntiiiiont?.  Wo  can  aocopt 
jrifts  oiilv  fmn:  a  frii'inl.  I  cimiM  not  foci  nnv  airci'ticii  fnr 
you,  and  should  lU'ccrsariiy  jimvi'  ',mi:ratffii!,  ><  '  do  not 
choose  to  run  tlir  ri~k  nl'  ~uih  inuratil  ndc" 

"Vou  refuse  I"  cxclaiincd  I  lie  culn— u~:  the  idea  of  any- 
body's rt'fusiiiL''  a  fortune  would  never  liave  entered  his  head. 

"I    refuse."    repeated    I'rsule. 

"Rut  on  what  irround-  iiave  yon  anv  elaiin  to  offer  piieh  a 
fortune  to  Mademoiselle?'"  asked  the  old  lawyer.  "You  have 
an   idea  :  iiave  you  an   idea  :"" 

"Well,  yes;  the  iilea  of  u'ettin^r  htr  away  from  Xemours, 
that  my  son  may  leave  ine  in  peace;  lu'  is  in  love  with  her, 
and  insists  on  marryin<r  her." 

"Well,  we  will  >ee  about  that."  replied  the  Justice,  settling 
his  spectacles,     "(live  ns  time  to  retleet." 

jt'e  escorted  Minoret  home,  (piite  approviiii:  his  anxiety  as 
to  the  future  on  Desire's  account,  ^i'ently  blaminj^  UrsiiK's 
hasty  decisiveness,  and  jjromisinir  to  make  lier  listen  to  rea- 
son. As  soon  as  Minoret  was  within  doors.  I?oni:rand  went 
to  tho  postimr  stables,  borrowed  a  horse  and  lml'.  and  hurried 
off  to  Fontainebleau.  where  he  inijuired  for  Desire,  and  was 
informed  that  lie  was  at  an  eveninir  party  at  the  sous-prefet'.^. 
The  Justice,  quite  deliirhted.  went  on  tiiithor.  Desire  was 
playini:  a,  rubber  with  the  puldie  prosecutor's  wife,  the  wif; 
of  the  sous-prefet.  and  the  jreneral  id'  the  re^'iment  statioru'd 
there. 

"I  hi.ve  come  the  bearer  of  i.'ood  news."  said  >ronsieur  Bon- 
grand  to  Desire.  "You  are  in  love  with  I'rsule  Mirouet,  and 
your  father  no  longer  objects  to  the  marriaj:e." 

"Ursule  Mirouet  I  I  am  in  love  with  herr"  cried  Pe- 
sir'',  laughinL'.  "What  put  Frsule  Miroui't  into  your  head? 
I  remember  seeiui:  her  occasionally  at  old  Df)etor  Minoret's, 
my  great-jrrand uncle,  a  liule  ^ir!  who  is  certaiidy  lovely; 
but  she  is  outra^'cousiy  pious;  and  if  I.  like  every!)ody  el«e, 
did  justice  to  her  eharn'.s.  1  never  trouiiled  my  head  witli  car- 
ing for  her  washed-out  eomjdexion."  and  he  smiled  at  the 
lady  of  the  house — a  "'sprightly  lirunette,"  to  use  a  last  een- 
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'  !v  pliriisc.  '•WliciT  were  you  t\w^  up,  my  dear  Moiisitnir 
r.'.ii^Tiind?  AH  the  worli]  knows  that  my  father  i;i  sovoroijrn 
i  III  over  lands  ^vortli  t'()rty-cii.'ht  tlionsand  francs  a  year, 
lyiriL'  round  his  Cliatcau  du  Ruiivre,  so  all  the  world  knows 
ih.it  1  havo  forty-ciirht  t]iou>and  ])(Tj)('tual  and  funded  roa- 
M'lis  for  not  oaring'  for  the  ward  of  the  law.  If  I  wore  to 
in.irrv  a  mere  nohodv,  these  ladies  would  think  mc  a  great 

"Vou  have  never  teased  vour  father  about  L'rsule?" 

•Never." 

"You  hear  liim.  mon^ieu^."'  said  the  .lustiee  to  the  law- 
u  r.  who  had  been  listenin^^  and  wliom  he  now  buttonholed 
;;:  a  corner,  where  they  stood  talking  for  about  a  i|uartor  of 
,i!i  hour. 

An  hour  later  the  Justice,  havinj:  returned  to  NTemours 
:i:!'l  to  Ursiile's  hcuse,  sent  La  Bougival  to  fetcli  Minoret.  who 
'  :i:iie  at  once. 

■"Mademoiselle "  said  Bonirrand.  as  Minoret  came  in. 

"Accepts!'"  ^linorct  put  in,  interru])ting  liini. 

"Xo.  not  yet."  replied  the  .Justice,  .settling  his  spectacles. 
"S!!r  had  some  scrujjles  regarding  your  son's  condition,  for 
-ill'  hail  been  very  nuuh  ill  usetl  on  the  score  of  a  similar  pas- 
sMii.  and  knows  the  value  of  jieace  and  (piiet.  Can  you  swear 
1  '  her  that  your  son  is  crazed  witli  love,  and  that  you  have  no 
'  :  .I'ct  in  view  but  that  of  ])reserving  our  dear  L'rsule  from 
-i.tiie  fresh  (ioupilleries?"' 

■ith  yes.  [  swear  it  I"  said  Minoret. 

"Stop  a  minute.  Master  .Minoret  I"  said  the  Justice,  taking 
■  I!'  of  his  hands  out  of  his  trousers-pocket  to  slap  Minoret 
-t:  i\v  hack,  making  him  start.  '"Do  not  so  lightly  commit  per- 


"I'erjury !" 

"i!  lies  between  you  and  your  son.  who.  at  Fontaincbleau, 
isi  ihe  sous-prefet's  house,  and  in  the  i)r.'-eiiee  of  four  })er- 
'  !i-  and  the  public  pmsecutor  of  lin'  distrirt.  has  just  sworn 
si  it  he  never  once  thought  "i  his  cousin  Irsule  Miroui't.  You 
li  liri  therefore  have  had  other  reasons  for  otfering  her  such 
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an  immense  sum?  I  porccivod  thnt  you  were  makinjj  very 
rash  statements,  and  I  have  been  to  F()ntaincl)leau  myself." 

Minoret  stood  aghast  at  hi.s  own  blunder. 

"Still,  there  is  no  harm,  Monsieur  Roni^rand,  in  offering 
to  a  young  relative  what  will  facilitate  a  marriage,  which,  as 
it  would  seem,  will  make  her  happy,  and  in  seeking  some  ex- 
cuse to  overcome  her  modesty." 

.Minoret,  who  in  his  extremity  had  hit  on  an  almost  ad- 
missible plea,  wiped  his  brow,  wet  with  large  drops  of  sweat. 

"You  know  my  motives  for  refusing,"  replied  IJrsulc.  "I 
can  but  beg  you  to  come  here  no  more.  Monsieur  de  Porten- 
duere  has  not  told  me  his  reasons,  but  he  has  a  feeling  of 
contempt,  even  of  hatred  of  you,  which  forbids  me  to  receive 
you.  My  happiness  is  my  whole  fortune;  I  do  not  blush  to 
own  it;  and  I  will  do  nothing  to  compromise  it,  for  Mon- 
sieur de  Portenduere  is  waiting  only  till  I  am  of  age  to  marrv 
me." 

"The  proverb,  'Money  is  all-powerful,'  is  very  false!"  said 
the  huge,  burly  Minoret,  looking  at  the  Justice,  whose  ob- 
servant eyes  disturbed  him  greatly. 

He  rose  and  went  away;  but  he  found  the  air  outside  as 
oppressive  as  that  in  the  little  sitting-room. 

"I  must  somehow  put  an  end  to  this !""  said  he  to  himself 
as  he  got  home. 

"Now,  your  dividend  warrant,  my  child,"  said  the  Justice, 
a  good  deal  surprised  at  Ursule's  calmness  after  so  strange 
a  scene. 

When  she  returned  with  her  own  warrant  and  La  Bougi- 
val's,  Ursule  found  the  Justice  walking  up  and  down  the 
room. 

"You  have  no  idea  what  could  have  led  to  that  huge  lout's 
offer?"  he  asked  her. 

"Xone  that  I  can  tell  you,"  she  replied. 

Monsieur  Bongrand  looked  at  her  in  surprise. 

"Then  we  both  have  the  same  notion,"  he  said.  "Here, 
make  a  note  of  the  numbers  of  the  two  warrants,  in  case  I 
should  lose  them;  that  is  always  a  necessary  precaution." 
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I)  ii^rand  himself  nott'(l  on  a  card  the  numbers  of  the  war- 
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•(indii-hyo,  my  child;  1  siiall  he  away  two  days,  but  I  shall 

iiaik  nn  the  liiird  lor  mv  sittinir." 


That  night  Ursule  had  a  vision  of  a  very  strange  character. 
I'  -I'mcd  to  h(T  tiial  licr  bed  was  in  the  graveyard  of  Xe- 
:i  'IS.  and  that  her  uncle's  grave  was  at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 
T  1  white  stone  on  which  she  read  the  epitaph  dazzled  her 
I.—,  and  opened  endways  like  t!ie  front  cover  of  an  album. 
^  •  -hrieked  loudly,  hut  the  figure  of  the  doctor  slowly  sat 
;,!■  S!ie  saw  first  his  yellow  head  and  white  hair,  that  shone 
i-  r  -surrounded  by  a  halo.  FndtT  his  bald  forehead  his  eyes 
J  M.  nd  like  beams  of  light,  aiul  he  rose  as  if  drawn  up  by 
-■!!  '  Mipcrior  force.  Trsule  trembled  horribly  in  her  bodily 
!r;!iiir:  her  flesh  felt  like  a  burning  garment;  and,  a.s  she 
-iiiiM.(|uently  described  it,  there  seemed  to  be  another  self 
11;  .ling  within  it. 

"Mercy  !"  she  cried,  "godfather!"' 

■■\lercy? — It  is  too  late,"  he  answered  in  the  voice  of  the 
■i'.i.l.  to  use  the  poor  girl's  inexplicable  expression  when  she 
n';i:id  this  fresh  dream  to  the  Abbe  Chaperon.  "He  has 
li"  li  warned.  He  has  paid  no  heed  to  the  warning.  ni.« 
-on-  days  are  numbered.  If  he  does  not,  ere  long,  confess  all 
.:i:'i  Miake  full  restitution,  he  will  mourn  his  son.  who  is  to 
P'r;>h  by  a  horrible  and  violent  death.  Tell  him  this !"  The 
>p<  I  ire  pointed  to  a  row  of  figures,  which  flashed  on  the  wall 
a-  if  they  had  been  written  with  fire,  and  ."said:  "That  is  his 
M-nti-nce!" 

\\  lien  her  uncle  had  lain  down  in  the  grave  again,  Ursule 
:;'  'i  the  noise  of  the  stone  falling  into  place,  and  then,  far 
■'■■■.  .  a  strange  noise  of  horses,  and  men  shouting. 

Ni  \t  day  Ursule  was  prostrate.  She  could  not  get  up.  this 
ilriiiiu  had  so  overwrought  her.  She  begged  her  old  nurse  to 
-^  it  once  to  the  .\bbe  ('hapenin  and  bring  him  back  with 
■' ■  ■  The  good  man  c;ime  as  soon  as  he  had  performed  ma<<5s ; 
ijj;  he  was  not  at  all  astonished  bv  Ursnle's  dream.     He  was 
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convinced  of  the  fact  of  the  rnhlicrv,  and  no  Innpcr  sought 
any  explanation  (if  the  aimornial  ^tatc  of  his  'iittle  drcdnuir."" 
He  left  rrsule,  and  went  stniiglit  to  Minorct. 

'•Dear  nic,  Moiwicur  h'  Curi''."  ^aid  ZiMic,  "iiiy  hushand", 
temper  is  so  spoilt.  I  don"l  know  what  i-  tlic  matter  with  liiiti. 
Until  latelv,  he  was  a  perfect  ehihl :  hut  tiiese  two  months 
past  I  hardly  know  him.  That  he  should  have  <rot  into  siuli 
a  rage  as  to  strike  me — me,  when  1  am  so  gentle!  The  iiinn 
must  be  completely  and  utterly  altered.  You  will  find  liim 
among  the  rocks;  he  spends  his  life  there.     What  does  he  do 

there?" 

In  spite  of  the  heat— it  wa<  Sejitemher  183r)— the  priest 
crossed  the  canal,  and  turned  uj)  a  pathway,  where  he  saw 
Minorct  sitting  under  a  boulder. 

"You  are  in  some  great  trouble,  ^lonsieur  Minoret,"  said 
the  priest,  appearing  before  the  guilty  man.  "You  belong 
to  me,  you  know,  for  you  are  unhappy.  T'nfortunately,  I  have 
come  to  add,  perhaps,  to  your  api)rehensions.  Trsule  has 
just  had  a  terrible  drt'am.  Your  uncle  lifted  up  his  grave- 
stone to  prophesy  misfortune  to  your  family.  1  have  not 
come  to  frighten  you,  believe  me,  but  you  ought  to  be  told 
what  he  said " 

"Really,  Monsieur  le  Cure.  I  cannot  be  left  in  peace  any- 
where, not  even  in  this  wilderne-^.  I  want  to  know  nothini: 
of  what  goes  on  in  the  ne.xt  world." 

"I  will  leave  vou,  monsieur.  1  have  not  taken  this  walk  in 
the  heat  for  my  own  pleasure,"  said  the  priest,  wiping  hi? 

brow. 

"Well,  then,  what  was  it  the  old  fellow  said?"  asked  Mi- 
noret. 

"You  are  ll'rcatened  with  the  loss  of  your  son.  If  your 
uncle  eould  tell  things  wliich  you  alone  knew,  you  mu>t 
tremble  at  the  things  which  we  none  of  us  know.  Hestitution. 
my  dear  sir,  rotitutioii !     Do  not  lose  your  soul  for  a  little 

gold." 

"Restitution  of  what?" 

"Of  the  fortune  the  doctor  intended  for  Ursule.    You  stole 
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til'  throo  oortificatcs;  f  ii..\v  1< 


( liliiii; 


t! 


now  it.      Voii  hf'jran  hv 
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|)orse- 


hc  poor  jrirl,   iiml    vmi   now   end   hv   ofrcriiiL'  lior 


u  rv  ;  voii  liavc  fal 


Ii'H  so  jdw  a> 


tviiiL' ;  vmi  iirc  ciitaii^jlcd  in 


It-  iiia/cs,  and  iiial<c  a  fal<o  step  at  ivrrv  turn.     Von  aro  vour- 


clninsy.  and  you  have  Ihtii  badlv  served  1 
(iniipil,  wild  luily  laii^rhs  at 


IV  votir  accom- 


Voll. 


Make  haste,  fnr  you  are 
ii;:  watehod  liy  devcT  and  i'lear-si;rhted  persons.  Frsule's 
.lids.     Hestitmion  I     .\nd  even  if  \(in  do  nut  save  vour  son 


wio  niav  not  l»e  in  aiiv  danL'er.  voii  will 


ave  vour  own  soul 


;i;id  your  honor.  In  a  society  eoiwtitutecl  as  ours  is.  in  a  little 
t.uii  where  you  all  have  yuiir  eyes  on  (>;ieli  otln^r.  and  where 
Hliat  is  not  known  is  surely  <rn(>ssed.  can  you  hope  to  hide  an 
ill  irotten  fortune?  Come,  my  son.  an  innocent  man  would 
jint  have  allowed  nie  to  sav  so  nuieh." 


Vii'i 

th- 


•<;o  to  the  devil  I"*  cried  Minoret.     "T  do  not  know  what 
are  all  at,  setting:  on  nie.     I  like  these  stones  better,  for 


leave  nie  in  peace 


•(iood- 


i)ve. 


. ou  have 


heen 


warne( 


1    1)V 


nie,  mv  riear  sir. 


w!!i)out  a  soul  in  tlie  world  havintr  heard  a  sin<:le  word  ahout 
th"  matter,  either  from  me  or  from  that  poor  fjirl.     Hut  be- 


U.ifc 


There  is  a  man  who  has  his  ev 


('   o 


n  vou.    God  have 


v  on  vou 


Tlie  cure  turned  and  left  him.  When  lie  had  <:one  a  few 
»!•  p>,  he  looked  hack  once  more  at  Minoret.  Ife  was  sitting 
w;;h  his  head  between  his  hands,  for  his  head  ached.  Minoret 
"I!-  a  little  mad. 

In  the  first  ])laee.  he  had  kept  the  three  certificates:  he  did 
H' !  i<now  what  to  do  with  them;  he  dared  not  present  them 
t;ii':.-elf;  he  was  afraid  lest  he  should  be  recoirnized  :  he  did 
r.  ■'  wish  to  sell  them,  and  was  tryim:  to  hit  on  some  way  of 
ir  i.-ferrin;f  them.  His  day  dreams  were  romances  of  husi- 
!''■-.  of  which  the  climax  alwavs  was  the  transfer  of  those 

:-'■<!  certificales.  Jn  tlii<  dreaiilnl  predicament  he  thoucrht, 
ver.  of  confessin'j  U>  his  wife,  so  as  to  have  some  advice. 
.  who  had  steered  her  own  .-hip  -o  well,  would  know  how 
t'.'  L-'t  him  out  of  this  scrape. 

Ihree  per  cents  were  now  quoted  at  ei-rhty,  thus,  with  ar- 


/.-■• 


i'l 


:l'' 
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rearc,  tht>  n^stitntinn  in  (iii,-tion  wniihl  Minnunt  t'>  n-'urlv  a 
inillinn  fran.v  (iivc  i![.  .1  iiiillicti.  witliniit  any  proof  aj:aip>t 
him  that  hr  ha.l  lakcii  lli'in  I— Tliis  wa-  no  joke.  A  d  diirinir 
tlu-  wlioli'of  Sr|,toiii!uT  aii.l  part  of  Ortohcr  Miiioffl  remain. '1 
a  prey  to  rcinor-c  ami  inv-o!ntioii.  To  ih.'  ania/rmciit  of  thf 
whole  town,  he  ltcw  thininT. 

A  fearful  circuni^tancc  ha-^ten-d  th-  impavtini:  of  his  fovm 
to  Zelie;  the  swoni  of  Damodc-;  swayiil  ovit  their  hrads.  Tm- 
waril^  the  midille  of  Octoher  Monsieur  ami  Madame  Minont 
rocoived  the  followinir  letter  from  their  sou  Desire:— 

"My  PKAFi  MoTiinit.— [f  1  have  imt  heen  to  «oe  yon  sinrp 
the  Vacation,  it  is  beeau-e.  m  the  flr-l  [dace,  I  have  he.-n  nii 
duty  in  the  ah^enee  of  mv  ehi.-f.  and  a'-o  hoeanse  I  know  that 
Monsietir  de  I'ortemhuTe  only  awaited  my  iroin.L'  to  Xommir- 
to  pick  a  quarnd  with  me.  Tired,  perhaps  of  the  lonp  pn4- 
ponement  of  the  reven.L'e  he  i-  anxious  to  take  on  our  family. 
the  Vicomte  ha-  heen  to  Fontainehjeau.  where  he  appointod 
to  meet  OIK'  of  his  friends  from  Paris,  after  makinir  ?nre  of 
the  assistance  of  the  Vicomte  de  Snulanjres.  hripulier  of  tlio 
hussars  (puirtered  here. 

"He  called  on  me  v.^ry  jiolitely.  accompanied  hy  the-e  two 
gentlemen,  and  told  me  that  my  father  was  undouhtedlv  the 
orifrinator  of  the  infamous  persecution  directi'd  a<;ainst  Lr 
sule  Mironet.  his  future  wife;  he  irave  me  proof  hy  tellin.^'  nic 
that  (Joupil  had  nmfessed  hefure  witnesse>.  and  hy  irivin'i  inf 
an  account  of  my  father".s  conduct ;  he,  it  >eems.  after  refus- 
ing at  first  to  carry  out  his  promises  to  Coiqiil  as  the  itncc 
o^his  villainous  devices,  found  the  necessary  funds  for  ac- 
quiring the  place  of  summon>ing  otliccr  at  Xeinours.  and 
finally?  out  of  fear,  stood  surety  to  Mon>ieur  Dionis  for  tbf 
purchase  of  his  ytractice.  and  so  disposed  of  (ioupil  The  ^  !- 
oomto,  who  cannot  fl^ht  a  tiuiu  of  siNty--even.  and  who  in-i-t» 
on  avenging  the  insults  heaped  on  i'rsule.  formally  a-k.Mi 
satisfaction  of  me.  His  purpo-e.  thought  (mt  and  dctcr- 
niined  on  in  silence,  wa  not  to  iu-  altered.  If  I  should  re- 
fuse to  flight,  he  nieant  to  meet  me  in  a  draw!'  g-room  in  the 


'MlL. 
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"   -c'licc  "f  tli(i-t'  |irr-iiris  \\!i')s{>  (i|iiiii(iM   I    most   valiii',  ami 

,  re  III  iii.-iilt  111''  -"  :,'rn--l\  liiai  .  iiiiiT  I  must  fi;.'Iit  "r  my 
•i  1.-  ill  lifo  1)0  at  an  cml.     In  I' ran-  ■•  a  cuvanl  is  universally 

nirinncd.  Monuvcr.  hi-  nintivi-  for  (limandinLr  sucii 
■'  iiar.iiitin  would  In-  laid  Itct'circ  mv  i>y  irciitlcmcii  of  h.^nor. 

■•jlc  u,i-  <orry.  In-  -aid.  to  he  driven  i  i  such  extremities. 
hi  I'll'  o|  tiion  of  hi-  second-,  tlie  wi-e-^  thiiij:  I  could  do 
.1   !iid  he  lo  arra'   ■:<■  a  meetiiij.'.  as  men  of  honor  are  in  the 

,:mi  of  (hiinjr.  II.  iieh  a  way  that  I'rsule's  name  should  not 
i;  I"  ar  in  the  nuitter.  Finally,  to  avoid  all  scandal  in 
1  'iiKc.  we  could,  \\ith  our  seconds,  cross  the  frontier  at  the 
ri'  in-l  point.  'I'hus  evi'rylhiii^^  would  ho  arranj^ed  for  tlie 
ii'  I.  ili>  name,  he  said,  was  worth  ten  times  my  fortune, 
.iii  i  hi>  prospects  of  happiness  were  a  proator  stake  for  him 
;  '  n-k  than  anything'  I  c(Uil(l  risk  in  thi-  duel,  wh  i-h  is  to  bo 
faia!.  lie  desired  mo  to  choose  seconds  and  settle  the  mat- 
ter. My  tjoconds  mot  his  yesterday,  and  they  unanimously 
li'i  !  led  that  I  owe  him  this  reparation. 

"in  a  week  I  sot  out  for  (ieneva  with  two  of  my  friends. 
.\1  n-ieur  do  rortonduoro,  ^lonsieur  do  Sou.auges,  and  Mon- 
-!(,ir  de  Trailles  will  ;_'o  there  tlitir  own  wa\.  We  ;  _'ht  with 
l^iois:  all  the  details  are  arran;;-od.  Kach  is  to  lire  throe 
-!."!>.  and  then,  whatever  may  June  eomo  of  it,  'he  matti>r  is 
at  11!  end.  To  avoid  all  talk  of  such  a  dirty  ■•  isiness — for 
I  -innot  possibly  justify  my  father's  conduct — i  am  writing 
t'l  vou  only  at  the  last  nrnute.  I  will  not  go  to  see  you  on 
a'.'int  of  the  violoneo  you  might  display,  which  would  be 
ji;;:.'  out  of  place.  To  make  my  way  in  the  W'>rid  I  must 
"ii'V  its  laws;  and  where  a  Vii-omto  finds  ton  reasons  for  a 
'  ;■  !,  the  son  of  a  postmaster  must  have  a  hundred.  I  shall 
;  :-  through  Nemours  at  night,  and  will  there  bid  you  good- 


ie Men  they  had  read  this  letter,  there  was  a  sc  'le  between 

Z'.i   and  Minoret,  wludi  ei:  I'd  in  his  co;iiessii'4  the  theft, 

wri  all  the  circumstances  eon.  'Cted  with  it.     nd  the  strange 

=1^  IRS  tu  which   it  had  everywhere  given    n>M,  even  in   tlie 
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roalrn  of  (ln';i!i!-      Tlif  niilliun  liad  ilif  saiiii'  fa«'ination  for 

Zolii-  iis  it  hiid  for  Miiii.ivi, 

*i)n  \nii  <\i\\  ijm.'tly  hire,"  >ai.l  /.''lie  wiihoiit  the  «mall<'<t 

roproii.li  K.  Ixr  liii>liaiiil  for  liir-  l)liiiiil>riii;: ;  "I  will  take  tli.' 

mattiT  in  haiiti.     We  will  ki-f|»  tlif  inmicy,  and   IK-jiro  hh.ill 

not  tij:ht." 

.Madaiiif  Mui'int  put  <>ii  her  shawl  an<l  hotinci  and  hiini.  >! 

off  to  I'rsiilf  with  her  son's  Idtfr;  >hv  found  lur  al<>nc,  for 

it  was  ahout  twcUc  (i"cloik. 

In  spite  of  hrr  audacity.  Zrlic  Minnnl  was  al)ashod  hy  the 

pirl's  cold  look.-,  hut   >lic  Mnlij.-I   lirtM'If  for  her  cowardi.-.'. 

ami  took  an  airy  tone. 

"Hero,   Madenioi>elle   Min.uet.  have  the   kindnoss  to  read 

this  letter,  and  tell  nie  what  you  think  of  it."  she  exclaimed, 

holdini;  out  Iut  mjhV  letter. 

L'rsule  \\'\i  a  thousand  eontlictin^'  emotions  on  readin<:  this 

letter,  whic  h  proved  to  her  how  deeply  she  wa<  loved,  and  what 

care  8avinien  would  take  of  the  honor  of  the  woman  lie  wii.s 
about  to  nuirry;  iiut  she  was  at  once  too  |)ious  and  too  ehar- 
itable  to  de-ire  to  bo  the  eau>e  of  death  or  sulTerinj;  to  liur 
worst  onemy. 

"1  pronii'so  you,  inadame.  that  I  will  hinder  this  duel,  and 
your  nund  may  bo  ea>y  ;  but  I  be,-:  you  to  leave  nie  the  letter." 
"Lot  us  see,  my  beauty,  if  we  lannnt  do  Ix'tter  than  that. 
Listen  to  mo.  We  have  estate-^  to  the  tune  of  forty-oi;:bt  thou- 
sanil  a  year  round  le  Houvre.  whuh  is  a  real  royal  chateau; 
besides  that  we  can  ^'ive  Desire  twenty-four  thousand  francs 
a  year  in  consols;  sovonty-two  thousand  francs  a  year  in  all. 
You  will  allow  that  there  are  not  many  nuitehes  to  comimre 
with  him.  You  an'  an  ambitious  little  pus.s— and  you  are 
very  right,"  added  Zelie.  nntnm  I'rsule's  oa<:er  <:osturo  of 
doiiial.  "l  have  come  to  a-k  your  haiul  for  Desire;  you  will 
take  your  godfather's  nam. — that  will  do  it  honor.  Desire,  as 
vou  may  have  >erii.  is  a  uood-lookino  youn^^  follow;  ho  is  very 
much  liked  at  Fontainebleau,  and  will  soon  bo  public  pro-^e- 
cutor.  You,  who  are  such  a  eoa.xin--  diarmor.  will  get  him 
to  Taris.     At  Pari.-  wo  will  give  you  a  lino  house;  you  will 
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ilU' 


and  play  u  part  in  society;  for  wiiu  scvcnty-two  thoi 


train. 


n  a  \far  and  the  .^alarv  itt  a  'm 


appointrnt'iit,  you 


li   Dt'.^in;   will    ill'   in    the   liiuhcst   cinlfs.      Conault   your 
I  nil-;  von  will  sic  what  iln'V  miv." 


nc(M 


only  ciin-ull   niv  lirarl,  mail  inic 


••poiili,  puoli  I  Now-  you  will  Itr  lalkni;,^  ol"  that  litllf  laily- 
!liT  SavMiii  n;-'  llaii;,'  it  all  I  ymi  will  pay  very  ih'ar  for  his 
imi',  liis  little  niouslachf  iwirliil  into  two  cnrlv  spikes,  ami 
.-  Idaek  hair.  A  pretty  boy  he  is!  A  niee  ixi-ine-s  you  will 
i  ike  oi'  lioiiM'keepiii;,'  on  seven  thousand  francs  a  year,  and 
liii-band  who  ran  into  dilii  tor  a  hundred  thousand  in  two 
'.ir-  in  I'aris.  ^'oii  don't  know  it  yet.  my  child,  hut  all  men 
:•■  iilike;  and  tliou;;h   I  say  it   that  shouldn't,  my  Desire  is 


hit  as  <;ood  as  n 


kin< 


son. 


"Vou  are  I'or^'cttin^',  madame,  tlio  danixer  that  your  son 
:ii  at  this  nionieiit,  whirli  can  onlv  be  aserted  bv  Monsieur 


I'ortenduere's  wi>h  to  oblitre  m 
:li'  inevital)le  iT  1 


c.     Tile  (lan;;er  would  I 


)0 


lioiilii  learn  that  vou  are  in 


akin 


<'  sucti 


■1  'li-iioiiorinir  proposal,  i  may  a.-.-iire  you.  madanw.  that 
i  -li.ill  bi"  happier  with  the  small  income  to  which  you  alludo 
t.'iaii  with  the  wealth  you  describe  to  daz/le  me.  For  reasons 
iiiiAnowii  as  yet  —  tor  everythin.i:  will  be  known,  madame — 
M^n-ieur  Miimret,  by  his  odious  persecution,  has  brou^jrht  to 
l.'L'iit  the  all'ection  which  binds  me  to  Monsieur  do  Porten- 
liiii-re.  and  which  I  may  openly  avow  since  his  mother  will 
^'!\i'  lis  her  blessin.u;  I  may  tell  you  that  this  affection,  now 
?.i!!ctioned  and  legitimate,  is  all  I  live  for.  No  lot,  however 
-!•:•  ndid,  however  elevated,  would  induce  mc  to  chanjje.  I 
:  i\i'  beyond  all  possibility  of  repentance  or  chanire.  Hence 
i;  '.voiild  be  a  crime,  undoubtedly  punished,  if  I  w;>rc  to  marry 
.  Mian  to  whom  I  could  only  briiiL'  a  heart  that  is  wholly 
■^  iviiiien's.  .\nd.  indeed.  niMilamc,  since  vou  drive  me  to  it, 
1  ill  say  more:  even  if  I  did  not  love  Monsieur  de  I'ortcn- 
■  ■','<■.  J  could  never  make  up  mv  mind  to  j.'"  throujfh  the 
'  'ws  and  joys  of  life  as  your  -on"s  (ompaiiion.  if  Mon- 
"  ^^avinien  has  been  in  debt,  you  have  often  paid  .Moiwieur 
i' -ire's.      Our   natures   have   neither   the   jjoints  of  resern- 
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blance  nor  of  difference  which  would  allow  of  our  living  to- 
gether without  covert  bitterness.  I,  perhaps,  should  iidt 
show  him  the  tolerance  that  a  wouii  t  owes  to  her  husbiind; 
I  should  therefore  soon  heconie  a  hunlrii  to  him.  Think  no 
more  of  a  iiiarriafre  of  which  I  am  unworthy,  and  which  I  may 
decline  witln  it  causing  you  the  smiillc.-t  regret,  since,  with 
.such  advantai,'es,  you  will  not  fail  to  find  plenty  of  jririd  hand- 
somer than  I  am,  of  hii,dier  rank,  and  nuiLli  richer." 

'"SuiMr  to  me,  child,"  said  Zelie,  "that  you  will  prcvnu 
these  two  yuung  men  from  taking  their  Journey  and  fighting." 

"It  will,  1  know,  be  the  greatest  sacrifice  ^lonsieur  de  I'or- 
teuduere  can  make  tor  my  sake.  But  my  bridal  wreath  must 
not  be  claimed  by  blood-stained  hands."' 

"Very  well,  little  cousin;  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  and 
I  hope  you  may  be  happy." 

"And  I,  madame.  hoiio  you  may  realize  the  promise  of  your 
son's  future." 

This  reply  struck  to  the  mother's  heart;  she  remembered 
the  predictions  of  L'rsule's  last  dream  ;  she  stood  up,  her  little 
eyes  fixed  on  Ursule's  face — so  pale,  pure,  and  fair  in  her 
half-mourning  dress — for  L'rsule  had  risen,  as  a  hint  to  her 
self-called  cousin  to  leave. 

"Then  you  believe  in  dreams?"  asked  Zelie. 

"I  suffer  from  iliem  too  much  not  to  believe  in  them." 

"But  then "  Zelie  began. 

"Good-morning,  madame,"  said  Trsulc.  with  a  bow  to 
Madame  Minoret,  as  she  heard  the  cure's  step. 

The  .\bbe  Chaperon  was  surprised  to  find  Madame  Minoret 
with  Ur?ule.  Tlie  anxiety  depicted  on  the  retired  postmis- 
tress' [jinched  and  wrinkled  face  naturally  led  the  priest  to 
study  the  two  women  by  turns. 

"Do  you  believe  in  ghosts?"  Zelie  asked  the  cure. 

"Do  you  believe  in  dividends?"  replied  the  cure,  smiling. 

"Sharpers — all  of  them  I"  thouirht  Zelie;  "they  want  to  got 
round  us.  The  old  priest,  the  old  dustice.  and  that  rascally 
little  Savinien  have  arranged  it  all.  Th(>re  are  no  nioiv 
dreams  in  it  than  there  are  hairs  in  the  palm  of  my  hand." 
She  courtesied  twice  with  curt  abruptness,  and  went  away. 
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0  iDarrv  her  son: 


t.T  iiu'  Abht';  Chaperon,  and  j^lic  infonui'd  liiin  of  the  liut 
hf'giring  liini  to  use  liis  intluenci'  to  prevent  it. 

"And  Madame  Minoret  proposed  to  you  t 
a^ked  the  old  man. 

"Ves." 

"Minorot  lia.s  probably  confessed  his  crime  to  his  wife," 
added  the  cure. 

'I'iie  Justice,  who  came  in  at  this  moment,  heard  of  the 
proeeedinjxs  and  the  offer  made  by  Zelie,  whose  hatred  of 
I  rsule  was  known  to  '.dm,  and  he  glanced  at  the  cure  as  imicli 
as  to  say — "Come  out ;  I  want  to  speak  to  you  about  Crsule 
out  of  her  hearing." 

".Savinien  will  hear  that  you  have  refused  eighty  tlu)usand 
francs  a  year  -ind  the  cock  of  the  walk  of  Xeinour- 1"  tie  said. 


'Is  that  anv  sacrifice?"  a 


nswered  she. 


'Is  anvthinir  a  sac- 


rilici'  to  those  who  truly  love?  And  is  iliere  any  merit  in 
my  refusing  tl)e  son  of  a  man  we  despise?  If  others  can 
make  a  virtue  of  their  aversions,  that  should  not  lie  the  moral 
I  ode  of  a  girl  brought  up  by  a  Jordy,  an  .\bbe  Chaperon,  and 
i'iir  dear  doctor!"  and  she  looked  up  at  the  portrait. 

Bongrand  took  Urside's  hand  and  kissed  it. 

"Do  you  know,"  said  the  Justice  to  the  cure  when  they 
were  in  the  street,  "what  Madame  Minoret  came  for?" 

"What?"  said  the  ]iriest,  looking  at  his  friend  with  a  keen 
eve  that  only  revealed  curiosity. 

"She  wanted  to  make  a  kind  of  restitution." 

"'I'lien,  do  you  th.ink ?"  began  the  Abbe  Chaperon. 

"1  do  not  think,  I  am  sure — here,  only  look."  The  Justice 
pointed  to  Minoret.  who  was  coming  towards  them  on  his 
way  home,  for  on  leaving  Trsule's  house  the  two  friends  liad 
turned  up  the  High  Street. 

"Having  to  plead  in  court,  T  have  narurally  studied  manv 
'  a-es  of  remorse,  but  I  never  saw  one  to  compare  with  this. 
\Vliat  can  ha/e  produced  that  tlaccid  pallor  in  cheeks  of  which 
;he  skin  was  as  tight  as  a  drnm.  bursting  with  the  coarse. 
Hide  health  of  a  man  without  a  care  ?    What  has  set  dark  rings 
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round  those  cyis,  and  deadened  their  rustic  twinkle?  Could 
vo\i  have  helifved  tliat  there  would  ever  he  a  wrinkle  on  that 
brow,  or  that  that  coln-sus  could  ever  have  felt  !iis  hrain  reel? 
At  hist  he  is  conscious  of  a  lieart  !  I  know  the  ])hases  of 
remorse,  niv  <ltar  cure,  as  you  know  tliose  of  repentance 
Those  that  have  hilher'.o  conic  under  my  observation  were 
awaitinjr  pnnislinici!i.  or  condcmni'd  to  endure  it.  to  settle 
their  score  witii  the  wiu'ld  ;  tlu'y  were  resiLMied.  or  breathed 
veiiiieance.  i'ut  here  we  have  r<'mor<e  without  expiation; 
remorse  pure  and  -impli'.  L'rccdy  of  its  prey,  and  rendinjr  it. — 
You  are  not  yet  aware,"  said  the  Justice,  stoppiu}?  Minoret, 
"that  Mademoiselle  Mirouct  has  just  refu.sed  your  sons 
hand  r" 

"Hut."  added  the  cure,  "you  may  l)e  easy:  she  will  prevent 
his  duel  with  Monsieur  de  I'ortenduere." 

"Ah!  my  wife  has  i)een  successful."  said  Minoret;  "I  am 
vcrv  glad.     I  was  more  dead  than  alive." 

"You  are  indw'd  so  altered  that  you  are  not  like  yourself," 
said  the  dustiee. 

Minoret  looki'd  from  one  to  the  other  to  see  if  the  cure  had 
betrayed  him,  but  the  .\bbe  preserved  a  fixity  of  countenance, 
a  calm  melancholy,  that  ^ca^^u^•d  the  guilty  man. 

"And  the  change  is  all  the  more  surprising,"  the  lawyer 
went  on,  "because  you  ought  to  be  perfectly  happy.  Why, 
here  you  are,  lord  of  le  Rouvrr.  to  which  you  have  added  les 
Hordiercs,  all  your  farms,  your  mills,  your  meadows.  You 
have  a  hundred  thousand  francs  a  year  in  consols " 

"I  hold  no  consols,"'  said  Minoret,  luistily. 

"Hah!"  said  the  Justice.  "Why,  it  is  just  the  same  with 
that  as  with  your  son's  love  for  I'rsule.  One  day  he  will  have 
nothing  to  say  to  her,  aiul  the  next  asks  her  to  marry  him. 
.\fter  liaving  tried  to  kill  I'rsule  with  misery,  you  want  to 
have  hi  r  for  a  dauLditer-in-law  I  My  dear  sir,  there  is  some- 
thin,;:  at  the  bottom  i,f  all  this  I" 

Minoret  wanted  to  answer:  he  tried  to  find  words,  he  could 
only  bring  out  : 

"Vou  are  funny.  Monsieur  le  Juge  de  Pais. — Good-day, 
gentlemen." 
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And  he  slowly  turned  flown  the  Rue  dcs  Bour>zeois. 

"He  ha.5  stolen  our  poor  Urriule's  fortune.  But  how  can 
wf  prove  it  ?'' 

'•God  grant "  said  the  cure. 

'■(^lod  lias  endowed  us  with  a  feeling  which  is  now  speaking 
m  that  man,"  replied  the  Justice.  "But  we  call  that  pre''- 
-uniptive  evidence,  and  human  justice  requires  soiiiething 
niorc." 

'Ilie  Abbe  Chaperon  kept  silence,  as  a  priest.  As  happens 
in  such  cases,  he  thought  iinich  more  often  than  he  wished 
"f  the  robbery  Minoret  had  almost  confessed,  and  of  Sa- 
vmien's  liappiness,  so  evidently  delayed  by  Ursule's  hick  of 
fiirtune;  for  the  old  lady  owned  in  secret  to  her  spiritual 
.i  I  rector  how  wrong  she  had  been  not  to  consent  to  her  son's 
marriage  during  the  doctor's  lifetime. 

Next  day,  as  he  came  down  the  altar  steps  after  Mass,  he 
«ns  struck  by  an  idea,  which  came  upon  him  witli  the  force 
><(  a  voice  calling  to  him.  lie  signed  to  I'rsule  to  wait  for 
liiru,  and  went  home  with  lu-r  witliout  breakfasting. 

"My  dear  child,"  said  he.  "F  want  to  see  the  two  volumes 
in  which  your  godfather,  as  you  dream  of  him,  says  that  he 
[ilaccd  the  certificates  and  notes." 

Osule  and  the  cure  went  upstairs  to  the  library  and  tooL 
li'Hvn  the  third  volume  of  the  Pandicta.  On  opening  it,  the 
I  lire  observed,  not  without  surprise,  the  mark  left  by  some 
I'iipers  on  the  pages,  which,  offering  less  resistance  than  the 
i'Mrds  of  the  binding,  still  showed  the  impression  made  by  the 
"Ttificates;  and  in  the  otlier  volume  it  was  easv  to  see  the 
r.  adiness  to  ofien  caused  by  the  long  pressure  of  a  packet  of 
Tapers  between  two  pages  of  the  folio. 

"Come  in,  come  up!"  cried  the  Abbe  to  the  Justice,  who 
"  IS  just  passing  the  hou.se. 

i^ongrand  entered  the  room  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
i'ru'.-it  was  putting  on  his  spectacles  to  read  tliree  numbers 
written  by  the  dead  doctor's  hand  on  the  colored  vellum-paper 
t'uard  placed  insidr  !he  boards  by  the  binder,  and  which 
i'rsule  had  just  detected. 
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"What  is  the  mcaniiifr  of  that  ?  Our  worthy  friend  was  too 
great  a  hook-Iover  to  .-poil  the  <.'uar(l  of  a  lundin;:,"  -aid  the 
Abbe  Chaperon;  "here  are  three  nunibrrs  written  between  a 
first   nunil)er,  preceded   by  an   M,  and   another  preceded  l).v 

an  i:r 

"What  do  von  =ay?"  cried  Bnn^'rand.  "I.et  ine  lool<  at  that. 
— Good  (iod!"  he  exehiinied.  "i-  not  tin-  .'noiiLdi  to  ojien  the 
eyes  of  an  atheist,  l>y  proving  to  him  tln'  .'xistence  of  Provi- 
(fencc?  Iliunan  ju>ti{e  i>.  I  Ixdi.'ve,  tlie  development  ol'  a 
divine  i(h'a  brooding  over  the  universe." 

lleceiziMl  rrsnleand  kissfd  heron  the  f.^reh^ad. 

"Oil!  my  child,  you  shall  te  happy— rich— and  through 
nie  !"■ 

"Wliat  is  it?"  said  the  cure. 

"My  dear  monsieur!"  cried  T.a  Boucrival.  takine  the  tail  of 
ttic  .lusfice's  l)iue  coat,  "let  me  end)race  vou  for  what  vnii  sav." 

"Hut  explain  yourself,"  said  the  cure,  "that  Wf  may  not 
rejoice  vainly." 

"If,  in  order  to  be  rich,  I  tnust  give  anvl)odv  pain."  said 
Ursule.  who  had  an  inkling  of  a  criminal  trial.  "I " 

"But  tiiink,"  -aid  the  lawyer,  interruptintr  Ursule.  "of  the 
ha|)pim'>s  vou  will  irive  our  tlcar  Savinien." 

"IJut  you  are  mad  I"  said  the  cure. 

"N'o,  my  dear  cure,"  said  Bongrand.  "Listen,  Certificates 
of  consols  are  numbered  in  a<  maiiv  -eries  a-  there  are  letter-^ 
of  the  alphal)et.  and  each  numlier  i)ears  the  letter  of  its  .series; 
but  certificates  to  bearer  cannot  have  any  letter,  since  tbev 
are  inscrib(>d  in  no  name.  Hence,  what  you  here  see  proves 
that,  on  the  day  when  the  good  man  placed  his  mouev  in 
state  securities,  he  made  a  note  of  the  number  of  his  certifi- 
cate for  fifteen  thou-and  francs  a  year  under  the  letter  M— 
for  Minoret:  (^f  the  nundxTs  of  three  certificates  to  (jearer; 
and  of  that  of  T>sule  Mirouet  under  the  letter  U,  number 
'.':<. .">:n.  whieh.  a-  vou  see,  immediatelv  follows  that  of  thf^ 
certificate  for  fifteen  thousand  frane-.  Thi-  coineidenre 
proves  that  these  numbers  are  tho-(^  of  five  ('("rtifieates  ac- 
quired on  the  same  day,  and  noted  by  the  old  iium  in  case 
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ui  loss.  I  had  advi.-jeil  him  to  put  I'rsiile's  money  into  cortifi- 
■  Mi(<  to  bearer,  and  he  must  liave  invested  his  own  money, 
ill"  money  he  intended  for  I'rsnle,  and  lier  little  property  all 
'>n  iho  same  day.  1  am  now  goinj;  to  Dionis  to  look  ai  the 
inventory.  If  the  number  of  the  eertificate  lie  left  in  hi  own 
niiiue  is  )i'SJ)',V.],  letter  M,  we  may  be  certain  that  he  invested 
thiDiiirh  the  same  stn.kbroker,  and  on  the  same  day:  l'"irstly, 
his  own  money  in  one  lump  sum;  seeondly,  his  savings  in 
fhree  sums,  in  eertilieates  to  bearer;  and  thirdly,  his  ward's 
MioiK'y;  the  register  of  transfer  will  afford  irrefutable  proof. 
\h,  Minoret  the  wisehead,  I  have  got  you  I  Mum's  the  word. 
M\  friends!" 

The  Justice  left  the  cure,  Ursule,  and  La  Bougival  lost  in 
.ulimration  of  the  way.-  by  which  (.iod  brings  innocence  to 
iiajijiy  K-sues. 

"Tlie  finger  of  God  is  here !"  cried  the  Abbe  Chaperon. 

"Will  they  do  him  any  hurt!'"  asked  Ursule. 

■'Oh,  mademoiselle,"  cried  La  Bougival,  "I  would  give  the 
rope  to  hang  him  with  !" 

The  Justice  was  by  this  time  at  the  hnu-e  where  Goupil 
was  already  the  successijr  designate  of  Dionis,  and  went  into 
tiie  otlice  with  a  careless  air. 

"1  want  a  little  information,"  said  he  to  Uoupil,  "as  to  the 
'  -tate  of  Doctor  Minoret." 

"VVhat  i*  it!'"  asked  Uoupil. 

i>:d  the  old  man  leave  one  or  more  certificates  of  invest- 
f.rni  m  thrt  ■  per  cents!''" 

■'lie  left  fiftien  thousand  francs  of  income  in  three  per 
'  '-nis,"  said  (ioupil,  "in  one  eertificate.    1  entered  it  myself." 

"Then  just  look  in  the  inventory,"  said  the  Justice. 

•  ioupil  took  down  a  bo.x,  turned  over  'he  contents,  took 
'Ut  the  document  in  (juestion,  looked  through  it.  and  read, 
'  iiciii,  one  certificate — there,  read  for  yourself — number 
.  i.:.;5;i,  letter  M." 

'"He  so  kind  as  to  hand  over  to  me  an  extract  of  the  particu- 
1  us  from  the  inventory  before  one  o'clock.    I  will  wait  for  it." 

"Wliat  can  you  want  it  for!'"  a^ked  Uoupil. 
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"Do  you  wish  to  becoiiu'  notary  ?"  retorted  the  Justice,  look- 
ing sternlv  ut  the  oxpectant  successor  to  Dionis. 

"!  shoiikl  think  so!"  cried  (ioupil.  "l  am  sure  I  have 
eaten  dirt  enough  to  earn  my  title  of  Maitrc.  1  beg  you  to 
understand,  monsieur,  tliat  the  wretched  otiice  clerk  knowTi 
as  (loupil  has  no  connection  with  Maitre  Jean-Sebastien- 
Maric  (ioupil,  notary  at  Nemours,  and  husband  to  Made- 
moiselle .Massin.  'I'he  two  men  do  not  know  each  other;  they 
are  not  even  alike  in  any  particular.     Do  you  not  see  me?" 

Monsieur  Bongrand  tlien  renuirked  (Joupil's  dress,  lie 
wore  a  white  stock,  a  shirt  of  dazzling  whiteness  with  ruby 
studs,  a  red  velvet  waistcoat,  a  coat  and  trousers  of  fine  black 
cloth  and  Paris  make.  He  had  neat  boots,  and  his  hair, 
carefully  condjcd  and  smoothed,  was  elegantly  scented,  lu 
short,  he  seemed  to  have  been  metamorphosed ! 
•'You  are,  in  fact,  another  man,"  said  Bongrand. 
"Morally  as  well  as  physically,  monsieur.     Wisdom  come: 

with  work;  and  money  is  the  fountain  of  cleansing " 

"Morally  as  well  as  physically  ?■"  said  the  Justice,  settling 
his  spectacles. 

"Dear  me,  monsieur,  is  a  nuin  with  a  hundred  thousand 
crowns  a  year  ever  a  democrat  ?  Kegard  me  as  a  respectable 
man,  who  lias  a  taste  for  refinement,  and  for  loving  his  wife," 
he  added,  as  Madame  Coupil  came  in.  "I  am  so  much 
altered,"  said  he,  "that  I  think  my  cousin  Madame  Cremiere 
quite  witty.  I  have  t;d<en  her  in  hand ;  and  even  her  daughter 
no  longer"talks  about  pistons.  Why,  only  yesterday,  in  speak- 
ing of"  Monsieur  Saviuien's  dog,  she  said  he  was  making  a 
point.  Well,  I  did  not  repeat  her  blunder,  though  it  is  a  funny 
one.  1  at  once  explained  to  her  the  diirerence  between  point- 
ing, making  a  ])oint,  and  standing  at  point.  So,  you  see,  I 
am  quite  anothei  man,  and  would  not  allow  a  client  to  get 
into  a  mess." 

"Well,  make  haste  then,"  said  Bongrand.     "Oive  me  that 
copv  within  an  luiiir.  and  Goupil,  the  notary,  will  have  done 
something  towards  n-pairing  the  misdeeds  of  the  clerk." 
After  borrowing  from  the  town  doctor  his  cab  and  horse, 
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the  Justice  went  to  fetch  the  two  accusing  folios,  Ursule'u 
ciTtillcato,  and  the  extract  iroui  the  inventory;  arnied  with 
tlu'.-c,he  drove  to  Fontainebloau  to  the  public  prosecutor  there. 
Hiingrand  easily  proved  the  aiistraLtiun  uf  the  three  certiti- 
lalos  to  be  the  act  of  one  or  another  of  the  heirs-at-law,  and 
then  demonstrated  Minoret's  guilt. 

"It  accounts  for  his  conduct,"  said  the  lawyer. 

Iheu,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  he  stopped  the  transfer 
(if  tiic  three  certificates  by  a  minute  to  the  treasury,  he  de- 
>ired  liongrand  to  ask  what  was  the  amount  of  interest  due 
un  the  three  certificates,  and  ascertain  if  they  had  been  sold. 

Wliile  the  Justice  went  to  do  ail  this  at  I'aris,  the  public 
prosecutor  wrote  a  polite  note  to  Madame  Minoret  to  beg  her 
to  come  to  the  assize  town.  Zelie,  anxious  about  her  son's  duel, 
tlressed,  had  her  own  carriage  out,  and  drove  post-haste  to 
Fontainebleau.  The  public  prosecutor's  scheme  was  simple 
but  formidable.  By  separating  the  husband  and  wife,  he  felt 
sure  of  learning  the  truth  as  a  result  of  the  terrors  of  the  law. 
/elie  found  the  magistrate  in  his  private  room,  and  was  abso- 
lutely thunderstruck  by  thi-^  unceremonious  speech: 

"Madame,  1  do  not  imagine  that  v  ui  are  an  accomplice  in 
a  rolibery  made  at  the  time  of  Doctor  Minoret's  death  ;  justice 
N  now  on  the  traces,  and  you  will  ^ave  your  husband  from 
appearing  at  the  bar  by  making  a  full  coiire-:^ion  of  all  you 
know  about  it.  The  punishment  that  threatens  your  husband 
is  not,  indeed,  all  you  have  to  fear;  you  must  try  to  save  your 
.'ion  from  degradation,  and  not  cut  his  throat.  In  a  few  min- 
utes it  will  be  too  late;  the  gendarmes  are  airendv  n  iior-e- 
biuk,  and  the  warrant  for  Minoret's  appreheUM.  :i  will  be 
>rnt  to  Nemours." 

Zelie  fainted.  When  she  came  to  herself,  she  confessed 
'  urything.  After  proving  easily  to  this  woman  ih.it  -lie  was 
.in  accomplice,  the  nuigistrate  told  her  that,  to  avoid  ruining 
i  T  husband  and  son,  he  would  proceed  cautiously. 

"You  have  had  to  deal  with  a  man  and  not  with  a  judge," 
i-aid  he.  "There  is  no  charge  on  the  part  of  tlie  victim,  nor 
has  the  theft  been  made  public;  but  your  hu.-iiar.d  lui.-  com- 
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mittcd  diviidfiil  iTimi's,  luadanic,  wliiili  arc  usually  triod  be- 
fore a  tniainal  k.-s  airomiiiudatin^'  than  I  am.  In  tlic  pres- 
ent circuiiistaiKos  of  the  ame  you  will  Lc  obliged  to  roinaiii 
prisoner. — <>i..  in  my  house,  and  on  parole,"  he  adiled,  seein;,' 
Zelie  ready  to  iaint  a.irain.  ■•l{enieml)er  tliat  my  .-triet  duty 
would  be  "to  demand  a  warrant  for  your  imprisonment,  and 
institute  an  in.piiry;  liow.wr,  1  am  aeting  at  pre.^ent  as  the 
legal  guardian  of  Mademoiselle  I'rMile  Mirouet,  and  in  hrr 
iutere--ts,  wi.-tly  understood,  a  comproini.-e  will  be  advi.sable.  ' 
"Ah  !**  said  Zelie. 

'•Write  as  follows  to  your  husband."  And  ho  dictated  this 
letter  to  Zelie,  who  wr()te  it  at  his  desk,  with  preposterously 
bad  spoiling. 

-Mv  Dk.\1{,— I  am  arrested,  and  I  have  told  all.  (iive  up 
the  eertilieates  leit  1)V  our  unele  to  Mon^ieur  de  I'ortenduere 
by  virtue  of  the  will  you  burned,  for  monsieur  the  public 
prn.-f'.ulor  h:is  stopped  them  at  thi'  Treasury. 

"By  this  means  you  will  prevent  his  making  denials,  which 
would  be  his  ruin,"  said  the  lawyrr.  smiling  at  the  .spelling. 
"We  will  see  about  having  the  rc-litution  carried  out  in  a 
proper  manner.  My  wife  will  make  your  stay  at  my  house  as 
little  unpleasant  as  ])ossil)le;  I  advise  you  to  say  nothing  to 
any  one,  and  not  to  show  your  distress." 

As  soon  as  his  deputy's  mother  had  ponfcssod,  and  been 
placed  in  safety,  the  magistrate  sent  for  Desire,  told  lum 
point  bv  ])oint"the  story  of  the  robbery  committed  by  his 
father,  secretly  to  Trsule's  detriment,  evidently  to  that  of  the 
co-heirs,  and  showed  him  the  letter  his  mother  had  writleu. 
Desire  immediately  begged  to  be  sent  to  Nemours,  to  see  that 
his  father  madi'  restitution. 

"Thi.  whole  case  is  very  serious."  said  his  chief.  "The  will 
having  been  destroyed,  if  the  thing  beeomes  known,  the  eo- 
heirs,"Mas?in  and  ("remiere,  your  relations,  may  intervene. 
I  have  now  sutfuient  evidence  against  ytmr  father.  I  give 
y:)iir  mollier  l)aek  10  you  ;  this  little  ceremony  has  suificientlv 
"enlightened  her  si:^  t<>  her  dutv.  In  her  eye,s  T  shall  seem  to 
have  yielded  to  your  entreaties  in  releasing  her.     Go  to  Xe- 
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mour?  with  lior.  and  jriiidc  nil  thc-f  (litlicultics  to  a  liappv 
;--ii('.  Fear  imtiDily.  Monsieur  M(m;.'ranil  Inviw  MiHlcriKiiscllo 
^llr^Ili■•t  too  well  to  rnmniit  any  indiscri'tion." 

Zolic  and  Dc'sin'  net  mit  at  onro  for  Xcinniir-.  Tlirt'i-  Iionr^ 
lifter  his  d('|)uty's  doparturo.  th(>  pnhlio  prosecutor  roeeived  l)v 
I  vpross  nu's.-!('n;,'er  the  following'  letter,  of  whieh  the  spelling 
i-  corrected,  not  to  make  an  unhappy  man  ridiculous: 

"To  the  Puhlie  Prosecutor  of  the  Court  of  A^Aiv  at  Fon- 


'au. 


tainel) 

'MONISIIUI 

■<iod  has  not  heen  so  nierriful  to  us  as  vo 


u  lia\ 


0  I 


)oen.  aiH 


an  irreparable  misfortune  has  fallen  on  us.     On  arriving:  at 

hridL'e  of  Nemours,  a  strap  ramo  unfastened.     My  wife 

s  at  the  hack  of  the  chaise  without  a  servant ;  the  horses 

Id 


tfie 
vva 


won 


licit  the  stable.     My  son,  afraid  of  their  restivenes^. 

t  let  the  coachman  L'ct  down,  and  srot  out  himself  fo  buckh 

!ip.     At  the  moment  whrn  he  turned  to  jret   up  again  by 

s  mother,  tJie  horses  .started  off:  Desire  did  not  make  wav 

nckly  enou-'h  by  squeozinL'  liack   against   the  parapet,  toe 

"U  steps  cut  his  legs;  he  fell,  ami  the  hind  wheel  went  over 

dy.     Thi^  messenger  riding  express  to  Paris  t^.  fetch  the 

>  my  son.  in  tim 

o  (>\).r(>-;s  t"  you 

iness  which 


fir-t  surgeons  will  carry  you  this  letter,  whic  I 
niidst  of  his  suflfering.  dc-'res  me  ff>  write,  t 
"!ir  entire  submission  to  your  dc(  i.-ions  in  the  bus 
was  bringing  him  home. 


'I  shall  l)e  grateful  to  vou  till 


iiiv  latest  iircath.  for  the  wav 
V  your  confidence. 


•  '!  which  you  have  proceeded,  and  will  ju^tif 

"FuANtj'OIS  MiN'OnKT." 

This  terrible  event  upset  the  whole  town  of  Xeuiour-.  TJie 
'  uited  crowd  that  irathcrcd  round  Minorct'  iSAtr  showed 
>avinien  that  his  revenge  had  been  taken  in  liand  by  One 
'iore  powerful  than  li.'.  Tlie  >oung  nia?i  wmt  at  once  to 
l'r>nle.  and  the  young  girl  and  tlie  cure  alike  felt  more  horror 
i!<..in  -urprise.  Tb.'  next  day.  aftir  the  first  tnaMnent,  when 
5iif'  Paris  doctors  and  surgeons  had  given  thi  ir  advice,  which 
was  unanimous  as  to  tiie  necessity  for  amputating  both  logs, 


\. 


u 


"7: 


Minoft    pale.  .IH-'dr,!.  ami  i,-. rtl.rokni.  .•amo.  n<rninpnnio<l 
i,v  th..  ,uiv.  in  rr-u!.-  l.ni.-r.  uli.n-  !i.    f.'un.l  UonK'raiul  ana 

Savinicii. 

••Ma.l.'...ni-.llc."  sii.l  hr.  "I  an.  -niltv  !..wanl-  v.u  :  hut 
thou-h  all  th.'  ill  I  liiv,.  ,l.m.'  ..iiu.ut  !..•  .■ntirrly  rcpaiml, 
snuM^  •■.111  rspiatr.  Ni  .  wif.'and  I  havv  ma.!.'  up  "ur  minH. 
to  '  ,.•  um.  a-;  an  a!)M>luti  i-n-x-sinn.  -mr  .-tatf  of  ]>•  Kouvp' 
if  wo  prt'>(TVc  our  ^on-  -a<  wri!  a-  if  w  liav  the  trrriM.'  ^'rirf 
of  losin-  him."     .\«  hv  <<'aM'.l  -pcakiii,L'.  tlu'  man  mrlt.-d  mlo 

'''•I'mav  asMiiv  voii.  mv  dmr  rr-ulr."  -aid  th.'  ruro.  "that 
von  mav  and  ou-ht  l<>  accept  a  part  of  tin-  j.'itt. 
■  •'!)„  vcni  for"i\c  n-r"  -aid  th<'  cIu-mi^  hnmhly.  and  kneel- 
ing at  the  fivt  of  the  a^toni<hed  -ill.  "In  a  few  hours  the 
ojM  ration  i>  to  he  perfornicd  hy  the  lir  '.  sur-.'on  of  the  Hotel- 
Dieu-  hut  I  pnt  no  tru-t  in  human  seien.e :  1  heliev.'  in  tlif 
onui  i)oten<r  "f  '-o'l  '  If  von  forLMve  ,ne.  if  yon  w  dl  p)  and 
ask  Cod  to  preserve  ns  our  son.  he  will  have  stren.inh  to 
endure  this  torment,  and  we  .-hall  liave  the  happiness  >,i 
keeiiin<;  him.  1  am  sur^  of  it." 

■Let  ns  all  -o  to  the  ehunh  I"  >aid  I'rsule.  nsinir.  She 
no  soon^  r  was  on  her  feet  than  ^he  L'ave  a  piercin-  shrieK. 
fell  baek  in  her  chair,  and  fainted  away.  When  she  recoven-i 
her  sense.-.  >he  saw  her  friend-,  with  the  ex.-eption  of  Min<_.rel 
who  liad  ru.-h<'d  otV  to  find  a  doctor,  all  with  their  eyes  '  v. 
on  iier.  aii\ioii>ly  e.vpectin;:  her  to  speak  a  word.  That  -enl 
filled  everv  heart  with  horror. 

"I  saw 'my  -odfather  at  the  door,"  she  said.     "He  sicrm-d 
to  me  that  tlu're  was  no  hope."  ^ 

\nd,  in  fact,  the  dav  after  the  operation.  Desire  die  . 
carried  otf  hv  fever  and  th.'  r.'vulsion  .d'  the  huinor-^  which 
follows  on  such  opcrati.ms.  Madame  Minoret.  whose  licin 
hel,l  no  sentiment  l>ut  that  of  motherhood,  went  mad  atlcr 
her  >oirs  funeral,  and  was  taken  hy  her  hnsLand  to  the  care  of 
Doctor  Blanche,  where  -he  died  in  danuary  \M\. 

Three  month-^  after  tlu-e  event-,  in  Januan"  183T.  I  rsiile 
married  Savinien.  with  Madame  de  I'..rtendu.--re-s  consent 
Minoret  intervened  at  the  signing  of  the  contract  to  settle 
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:'-<Tviiiu   (if  ,il|   Fiis    fdrliiti.'  i.nlv   liis   luu-lc 


iM.il'    (1 


ie 


i~/iiii!    I'i;i 


viiir  in  cMii.oN. 
>  li'iii-c  iun!  six 


IK-  ,'i   M'fir. 


Ii'    I-    l>i'(  niiH'    111!'    rnu-t    i'li;l 


rilal 


tlo 


nil  [iioii-.  iiijiii  in  N'ciiiiitir.-.  cliiinlMv.inl.t 
ill'  proN  idcnci'  i,(  ihc  iinrnr: 'iiialf. 
•■Til''  |M.or  Ikiv  taken  llh'  place  nf  mv  ehiM 


I  111  the  [lari-h.  and 


It"   Villi    IniM-  (ver 
lire  the  oak  i>  1 


le  sav: 


iih»el'\i 


i!    lis    tl 


le    ru,iil-ii|e.   Ill    (!i-tri('ts 


np|ii  ll    |ii',\  , 


'    «.i|il(l   secni.   iihl-teil.   lull    -||!|    t 

:i\en.  ervini;  mit    fm-  tl 


Mile   (till    tree,    iileaelle'l.    ainl.    aS 


irnuillL'  out    -'lODt-.    if-    -i(le;< 

w  a-.i  .  \oii   will   ha\e  .m   id,  a   ui    tlic 


pnstiiiastor.  wliite-liaired.   Iient.  and 
folk 


lean,   in   whoni   tho 
"'   llif  di>tri(  t  can  trace  notliiinr  of  the  liappv  lout 


'Afioni  we  saw  wateliiri'r  lor 


ill-  -on  at   the 


tile;  he  no  loiiircr  takes  sniiir  in  tl 


lie;:iiiiiinL'  of  this 
le  saiiie  wav  even  ;  lie  hears 


)iirdcii  hc-idcs  his  hody.     In  ■=liort.  it   is  [ 


MTvlliin;:  that   the   hand   of  (iod   has   1 


lercepiihle   in 

leeri   lii'avilv   laid  on 


torni  to  tiiake  it  a  terrihle  cxanip'e.     .\fter  hatiiiL'  his 
Ic's  ward  so  hittcrly,  this  old   man.  like   Doctor  Minnrct 


isclf.  has  so  set   his  ail 


eitions  on   rr-iilc.  that   he  is  tl 


nstitiitcd  steward  of  her   [iropertv  at    \ 


IL' 


Monsieur  and  Nfadanic  de  Portend 


elllolirs 


till'  vcar  in  Paris,  wl 


iii'rc  spend  five  months 


ii"ii, 


wiiiLT  her 


KTe  till  y  have  purchased  a  splendid 
■  se  in  the    Faiihonr<:  St.-Clerniain.      .\fter   h 
Hi-e  at  Nemours  on  the  Si-ters  of  Charity,  to  he  used  as  a 

(T  Went   to  live 

eeper. 

er,  "  a  man 

to  owns  twelve  hundred 


school,  Marlame  de   Portcndiiere  the  eld 
ic   Hoiivro.   where    f.a    Hoiiuival    is   the   head    i^atek 

ilnrolle's  father,  formerly  the  <riiard  of  the  ''Ducf 
•ixty,  has  married  I.a  nomrival,  wl 

.ncs  a  year  in  consols,  hesides  the  comfortahle  profits  of  her 


Cabirolle's  son   is   .M 


onsiciir  (le   Portenduer 


c  s  coacr 


Wl 


icn.  in  the  ('han)ps-f:|y>ces,  you  see  one  of  those  neat 

iir;/iils    (or    snail-shells). 


low   <'arnai;es 


kn 


own    as 


e  past,  and  admire  a  pretty  fair  woman  leaning:  li.ditly 
nist  a  youii!:  man.  her  fair  -urrounded  hv  a   mvriad  of 


iris,   ll 


ke  lioht   foliai^e.  and  eves   like  1 


uminous  periwinkle 


^■crs.  full  of  love— if  you  should  feel  the  stiuy  of 


lug  01  eavious 


■r^JF' 
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h  i; 


wi>li('s,  rfiri.^nilxT  tluit  tlii-  hiind-oine  rouplo,  the  favoritt.'S 
of  i'un].  li;ivc  [Kiiil  in  ;i(lv;nicc  tlioir  tribute  to  liio  woes  o"  'iff. 
Th(".-c>  III  ;rrio(l  !oV(  r.-  will  jiroluibly  ho  the  Vicoii\to  do  V  .ron- 
diioro  nml  lli^  wifo.     'I'lioro  aro  i  ot  two  siioh  oonplos  in  Paris. 

"It  is  tho  prcttio^t  liapfiiiioss  I  over  saw,"  said  the  Comtcsso 
d'Kstorade,  not  loni,'  sinee. 

So  <rivo  those  happy  children  yoiir  Iilossinji  instead  of  envy- 
ing: tlieni,  and  try  to  lind  an  Trsiile  Mirotiot — a  youn.sj  girl 
hroiiLdit  up  by  tln-ee  old  men,  and  that  best  of  mothers — 
Adversity. 

(loiipii.  who  i>  helpful  to  everybody,  and  justly  regarded  as 
the  wittie.-i  nian  in  Xemours.  is  estec^med  by  the  little  town; 
but  he  is  punished  in  his  children,  who  are  hideous,  rickety, 
and  hydroeephalous.  llis  jiredecessor,  Dionis,  flourishes  in 
the  Chaniber  of  Dejnities,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  greatest 
ornaments,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  King  of  the  French, 
wiu)  sees  Madame  Dionis  at  every  State  l)all.  Madame  Dionis 
relates  to  all  tlie  town  of  Xemours  the  particulars  of  her 
reception  at  the  Tuileries.  and  the  grandeurs  of  the  King's 
Court.  She  is  (^leen  at  Xemours,  by  virtue  of  a  King  who  is 
certainly  popular  in  that  sense. 

Bongrand  is  President  of  the  Court  of  Justice  at  Melun, 
his  son  on  the  higli  road  to  becoming  a  very  respectable  public 
prosecutor. 

Madame  Cremiere  still  says  the  funniest  things  in  the 
world.  She  writes  t.imbour  (lunhonrg,  and  says  it  is  becau.-e 
her  pen  splutters.  On  the  eve  of  her  daughter's  marriage, 
she  tohl  her,  in  conchiding  her  advice  to  her,  that  a  wife 
ought  to  be  the  toiling  caterpillar  of  her  home,  and  keep  a 
spiiin.x's  eye  on  everA'thing.  Indeed,  Goupil  is  making  a  col- 
lection of  his  cousiii's  al)surd  blunders,  a  Cremuriana. 

"We  have  had  the  grief  of  losing  our  good  Abbe  Chaperon 
this  winter,"  savs  the  Vicomtessi'  de  Portenduere.  who  nursed 
him  during  his' illness.  All  the  district  attended  his  funeral. 
Nemours  is  fortunate,  for  this  saintly  man's  successor  is  the 
venerable  t-ure  de  Saiut-Lange. 


Pabib,  June-July  IWI. 
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By  THOMAS  Y.  CROWELL  <St  00. 
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If  v\-onl<l  boa  pie.v  of  m-jrnUu^U;  mv.loar  Rtnii.z,  n,,t  t..  link 
^oUMuu.H-  fn  on-  of  ilu-tw,,  Mori-s  tlu.t  n,\vr  ,■.,,,1,1  Lav  l„.,-n 
•Anttcn  uithont  your  pati.n,...  an,l  nmM.i.Tation.  I'rav  lin.l  in  tlii- 
..n  acknoui..,L'rncnt.  on  my  j.art,  for  tl,e  nicnrv  « iiii  whi.'l,  vo„ 
'■M.i..avorv,l,  i.erl,ai,s  without  M..r..»,  to  in.'.iirato  \s  ithin  Ma-  tl,e 
iMV-n-Mcs  of  musical  ^ci-n-v.  At  any  raf,  vo„  have  tau-ht  me 
to  ai.|,.vciat.- tin- labor  an.l  -litnculty  u  hi.-h  i^cniu-^  .  on.vals  in  tho-e 
!.o,.tic  creations  tiiat  are  f,,r  ns  tlio  pounv  .,f  laavmlv  \..v<  V..,, 
have  al.o  enabled  nu-  to  lan,'b.  n.on-  thm  on, ,-,  at  sonu".  ,,r..t..n,le,l 
-"inoismir.  There  are  those  who  tax  me  uith  i^.-noranre  never 
Mi^peetin- the  counsels  I  have  re.vive.l  fro,,,  .„„.  ,,f  the  ahj  .j  „f 
-lusical  critics,  or  y,>,ir  c,,n.-,ientio,is  assistan.c.  It  mav  be  that  I 
liuve  been  the  most  untrustworthy  of  secretari.'s.  l-i  tliat  ca,-.-,  I 
AouM  assuredly  be  traitorous  unwittin.L'ly ,  an,l  ] 
:'ss,  to  claim  you  ever  as  a  frieml. 


iesire,  iieverthe- 


As  all  authorities  in  such  matters  know,  the  Venetian  aristoc- 
n.cy  is  the  foremost  in  Europe.  Its  -olden  Libra  antedates 
!lie  t  i-usaces,  and  fixes  upon  a  time  when  Venice,  a  remnant 
"t  Home,  the  Imperial  and  Christian,  which  had  plun<red  be- 
neath the  waves  to  escape  the  liariianans.  alreadv  powerful 
i! ready  illustrious,  dominated  the  political  and  comniereial 
World. 

To-day,  with  a  few  notable  exceptions,  this  aristocracv  has 
i-en  entirely  overthrown.  Amon^r  the  gondoliers  who'wait 
upon  the  Knplishmen— to  whom  History  here  points  their 
.,\vn  fate— one  may  find  tlie  sons  of  former  do-es  of  a  race 
Miore  ancient  than  those  of  kings.  Your  gondola  mav  pass 
it  \>vnh^(}  where  you  will  admire  some  superb  maiden  in  tat- 
tered raiment,  a  poor  child  who  belongs,  perhaps,  to  one  of 
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the  nol)l('-t  of  p;itrician  fainiliL'?.  When  a  s-ovoreijrn  jhmi])].' 
is  thus  faUcu.  nne  naturally  ini't'ts  with  strange  pcMvonaliiic,--. 
Coals  will  (.iintiinie  to  glow  amid  the  a>lH'H. 

Thc.-c  rollfctions,  intcndrd  to  justify  tlio  |)eculiar  typos 
foiHid  in  this  tail',  will  not  he  indulged  in  further,  since 
nothing  is  more  unbearable  than  the  reiteration  of  those  who 
t;:lk  \'('niee  after  .-o  many  great  ports  and  ^inall  travelers. 
The  inten'>t  id"  the  .-ki'teli  depends  alone  upon  the  liveliest 
contrast  in  the  life  of  mankiml— that  dignity  and  that  pov- 
erty >een  in  certain  men,  as  in  mo-t  of  their  habitations. 

The  nobles  of  N'eiiiee  anil  of  (leiioa.  like  those  of  Poland 
in  earlier  tlnx^^,  bore  no  titlt>s.  To  he  known  as  (^uirini, 
Doria,  Ilrignole,  Moru-ini.  Sauli.  Moceiiigo.  Fiesehi.  Cornaro, 
or  Sninida  snllieed  for  the  pride  nf  the  mo>t  haughty.  Rut 
all  things  beoorne  corrupt.  Snnie  of  the-e  fanulies  hear  titles 
nowadays.  Kven  in  the  time  when  all  the  nobles  in  the  aris- 
tocratic republics  were  of  equal  rank,  the  title  of  Prince  was 
held  at  Cienoa  by  the  Doria  family,  which  held  sway  over 
Amalfi.  .And  a  similar  title  was  maintained  at  Venice 
through  an  ancient  holdinir  of  Facino  fane.  Prince  do  Va- 
rese.  The  (irimahli,  who  became  rulers,  did  not  taki>  posses- 
sion of  Monaco  till  miuh  later.  The  last  Cane  of  the  older 
branch  disappeared  from  N'enice  thirty  years  before  the  down- 
fall of  the  Republic,  sentenced  for  more  or  less  culpable 
offences.  The  Cane-Memmi.  ujion  whom  now  devolved  this 
nominal  principality,  fell  into  poverty  during  the  portentous 
period  between  1T9(>  and  ISl  J. 

In  the  twentieth  year  of  the  present  ceiitury.  they  had  but 
one  representative,  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  l^milio, 
whose  palace  was  considered  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of 
the  (irand  Canal.  This  child  of  picturesque  Venice  had  for 
fort\ine  oidy  the  us(dess  palace  and  an  annual  income  of 
fifteen  hun(ired  livres  accruing  from  a  country  house  on  the 
Hrenta,  the  last  renmant  of  the  projierty  his  family  had  once 
owned  and  sold  to  the  Austrian  government.  The  meagre 
income  spared  our  handsome  F.milio  the  shame  of  receiving, 
as  did  most  of  the  nobles,  the  indemnitv  of  twenty  sous  a 
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l,iy.  allowed   to  all    i(uli-fiii    jMtiiriun    families!,  under   tlie 
Aii^triiiii  trcfitv  of  ((".-sidii. 

At  the  Ix'^'iiniiiiu-  of  ihc  wiiilcr  ^cm-oh,  the  ymiiii:  lord  was 

-nil  liii^crijii:  m  n  cnuiitrv  -cat.  at  the  judt  i<{  the  'I'vrolean 

\ip-.  l)ou,::iit  till'  prcccdiiin:  .[irniL'  \,\  the   DikIk-s  Catanco. 

Till'   house,   hailt    h_v    Palladia    Inr   ihr    i'ii'()]>(ilo,   i.-  a    s(|iiarf 

-tnicture  of  the  .■-iiiiplc-t   liiir-.      Within  i<  a  i^raiid  -lairwav 

•!.iiil<t'd  by  marble  ])orti(iie>.  and  curiidors  cncred  with  fres- 

iir-    li^hirncd    by    >ky-blu<'    criliiiirs    where    iloat    ravishinp 

jures.  bold   in  exccuti'iii,  i)u(   i-o  w<'l|  projiorl iniKM]  that  the 

'liiticc  eaiTie>  them  a.>;  a  woman  carrios  her  cnitl'm-r.  with  an 

.  i-r  deli;:htful  to  the  vision  :  in  a  word,  that  charm  of  jnanner 

•Aiiirh  distiii,i:iii>lics  the  iirncuratcs  of  tin'  \'cnetian  Tiazetta. 

Adiinraiily  fa>hioii(>(l  stiiceoes  in  the  rooms  kept  the  tem- 

j.  rature  at  a  plcasim,'  coolness.     The  verandas  done  in  fresco 

:;;;ide  a  cozy  retreat.     'I'hc  prevailinir  floor  was  a   Venetian 

pavement,  a   mosaic  of  cut    marble   blocks   inlaid   into   un- 

•  iiaiiL'inir  llowers.     The   furniture,  as  in    Italian  palaces,  in- 

'  Mid^d  the  finest  of  >ilks  richly  utilized,  and  j)riceless  paint- 

HiL's  artistically  hauir:  M.me  by  a  (ieuoc-e  ])rie.-t  known  as  il 

I'll'iirino,  several   by    I.conardo  da   Vinci.  Carlo   Doici,  Tin- 

'"it'tto,  and  Titian. 

Tlie  terraced  izardeiis  displayed  t!io.-e  wonders  where  wealth 

M.I-  lieen  metamorphosed  into  rocky  <:rottoes;  jiebble-work — 

tlie  very  folly  of  labor;  mounds  u])rai>ed  liv  fairies;  arbors  of 

(iardier  tone  where  the  cypress"  stately  trunk,  the  trian,<rtdar 

pmes.  and  the  doleful  olive  min.^rle  ]ilea>in,t:ly  with  tlie  oraii,ire 

trees. the  bay?,  and  the  myrtles;  1raiis])arent  poids  where  swim 

!">!i  (d'  azure  and  cinnabar  hues.     Althouirh   much  mav  be 

-lid   for  the  parks  of  Kn,irland.  these  trees  umbrella-shaped, 

'  .t-e  clipped  yews,  this  luxury  of  thin,L^s  artistic  blended  so 

-'  dlfiilly  with  that  of  jrenerous  Nature;  these  cascades  splash- 

'■'■'■j  over  marble  ledi^v-.  wheic  the  water  ,<:lides  tirnidlv  like 

-earf  raised  by  the  breezt'.  liut  continually  replaced;  these 

■'"Vi'>;  this  iniposiuir  castle  whie-h  .-tands  conspicuous  from 

-rv  side  a>  it  rears  it-  IpmiI   here  at   the  foot  of  the  Alo-^; 

•■>'     (|uii'keiiiu<,'    impulse-    which    animate    the    stone,    the 
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bronze,  and  the  vi'frotatinii  nl'  the  ^Micn  -uanl?:, — this  poetic. 
j)rudi^'alil_v  but  Ir-titicd  to  the  Inw  nt'  a  (lul•lll•~^  and  a  hand- 
toHR' youtli,  uhich  is  a  work  of  poetry  uidciv  >«parati'd  from 
the  ends  of  eoarsiT  nature. 

A  poetieallv  inelineil  pt'i>nn  uduld  have  uL-IkmI  to  see,  mi 
one  of  the  superb  ^tairua\>.  by  ibi'  .-idc  nf  a  \a>e  si't  in  cir- 
cular bas-relief-,  a  iicLri'o  paL'i'  ^'ii'dcd  about  with  searli't  an'l 
lioldinjr  witli  one  iiaiid  a  paraMil  nvrr  ihr  1  >urbe>>  ami  wilh 
the  other  h(r  train,  while  ^be  li-teiied  tu  tin-  wniiU  of  Knii'ii 
'Meninii.  And  how  in.  '.  bi  tUT  wnubl  llie  NCnctian  lia\i' 
looked,  if  he  hiid  been  clad  as  one  >'(  ibi'  -.'uator.-  paim<d 
by  Titian  I  But.  alas  I  in  this  fairy  palaie.  reiuindin<,'  one  of 
ihe  Prchicrc.  of  (Joiioa,  the  iUnbr^s  (.'ataiieo  obeyed  the  man- 
dates of  Victorine  and  ilie  French  modistes.  She  wore  a 
muslin  dress,  a  straw  hat.  dainty  irored  silk  slip|KTs.  and 
open-work  stockin<rs  that  the  ;:entlrst  /oph}r  could  have  car- 
ried away.  Around  her  shouldiTs  wa~  a  black  hue  ^hawl. 
15ut  the  incomprehensible  part,  to  Pari-,  where  women  are 
sheathed  in  tiieir  jxarments  like  iiecths  in  their  annular  ar- 
mor, was  the  j:racei"ul  abandon  wilh  which  this  fair  daii<xhter 
of  Tuscany  carried  her  French  \(-tmcnt-:  .-!ic  had  Italianizcil 
them.  The  Fremhwoman  treats  hi^r  .-kirt  with  the  greatest 
seriousness,  while  the  Italian  ^(•arcl■ly  iri\e>  it  a  thoujrht.  She 
does  not  watch  it  with  an  aiVocted  plance,  b»r  she  knows  her- 
self safe  in  a  devoted  aireclion.  a  pa»ion  that  is  for  her  as 
serious  and  as  holy  as  it  is  for  others. 

After  a  promenade,  about  eli\cn  o'clotk  in  the  niornin,L', 
the  Duchess  Cataneo  rt'clined  on  a  sofa  jilacfd  before  the 
rcie.aius  of  an  excellent  breakfa.-t.  and  allowed  to  her  lover 
the  freedom  of  this  ntuslin  drapery  without  sayin^^  "TiU, 
tut,"  at  liis  stnallest  movement.  Seated  on  a  stool  at  Ikt 
sidt>,  Fmilio  (hillied  with  vine  id"  her  hands  and  reirarded  her 
with  concentrated  iilance. 

Do  not  ask  whether  they  loved.     Tlu'y  loved  only  too  well. 
They  did  not  read  from  the  same  book,  like  I'aolo  and  Frati- 
cesca  ;  far  from  that,     lunilio  dared  not  sa_\' :  "Let  us  reail. 
The  li<,dit  from   tliose  eyes,   where  shone   iiger->,Treen  jiupil.^ 
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it  with  filiinionts  of  <^»h\  .Minting'  fcDiii  a  ocntro  like  ravs 


iiitilhitiiiir  witli  til 


If  >ulpilUril    IMtllilllre  o 


1'  a  star,  thnlli'd 


•1;  with  a  (l('ii<.'htt'ul  iicrv(,u>iic>.--  tliat  I 
■s  th 


)'irucr('(i  oil  a  H[)as' 


\i  tmifs  thr  men'  vi-ioii  (if  iiia;.Miiticcnt  hiark  hair  or 
■  I'lraiile  head,  scc-iircd  i»y  a  >iiii|ih'  hand  (d'  <xnld.  and  osc  .n>f 
11  i:l(i>>y  tresses  on  eaeli  >idc  uf  a  hfl'tv  hrow.  eau.-eil  his  ears 
'  rini;-  witli  the  iioi.-y  siiririi 
'  'Maciii''  tile  \va 


i,u'  of  hlnod   tlin'ii::h   lii.- 


veiiifi. 


on 


id"  iiis  heart.   \\\  what  moral  phenoiiieii 
ii>  soul  ^o  lord  it  uvcr  lii^  hodv  that  he  no  lon'^T  felt  hiin- 


-.  If  111.-  own   nia>ler. 


hut   was  wtiiillv 


-uhserviciit   to  the  least 


.1    nf   t 

dat 


us  Wdiiian.  spoken  in  a  voiec  which  upse*  the  very 


in'ilation>  ot  iii>  nature 


II 


in  solitude,  a  woman  of  but 


[M--alilf  charms  i-an  hccomc,  throiiLdi  cimstant  studv.  a  beintr 
-iililimeand  impo- :mr.]M'rhap-iiiu  >o  niarv(d(m>lv  beautiful  as 
lii.'  Duchess  could  end  by  absolutely  stujud'yiii;.'  a  youth  whose 
I  \a!tation  found  ever  lu-w  attractions;  for  really  ?lir  had  ab- 
-nili.'d  tliis  yduiii;  >oul. 

Ma-similla.  heiress  of  the  Doiii  family  (tf  Florence,  had 
Mi.irricd  the  Sicilian  iHike  Cataiico.  And  through  this  rnar- 
nii;^c.  her  a;:c(l  mother,  now  dead,  had  de>ired  to  make  her 
Ithy  and  hajipy — fnllowin;i  a  custom  of  Florentine  life. 
1  thomrht   that,   ujion  emer;.dnLr  from  the  convent  to 


\\r;i 
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enter  into  this  life,  her  dauuditer  would  be  amenable  to  the 
hiw  of  love,  and  conclude  that  second  marria^'e  of  the  heart 
uhich  means  everythiujr  to  an  Italian.  But  Massimilla  Doni 
':;id  taken  tpiite  a  fancy  to  the  reli^rious  life,  and  when  ?he 
i::iil  pliirhted  her  troth  befere  the  altar  to  Duke  Cataneo.  she 


('hri>tianlv  content  to  be  his  wit'e.      But  this  was  i 


III 


•hie 


Cataneo.  who  had  souidit  onlv  a  duchess,  felt  unci 


pos- 


im- 


;-tabl 


e  as 


eWn     SI 


a  hu>banil:  and   when   Massimilla  eomplaincd  of 
.'ct.  he  nonchalantly  bade  her  .seek  a  <rallant.  offering'  his 
erviees  in  inakinLT  her  acfpiainteil  with  some  eligible 


The  Duchess  wejit.     'i'he  Duke  excused  hiiicelf. 

.Massimilla  looked  on  ilie  world  that  pre<-ed  her  on  cverv 
.-'lie.  Her  mother  took  her  to  PerL''ola,  to  variou-  diplomatic 
>:i!iins,  to  the  Cascinc,  ami  lo  every  place  fre(|iiented  bv  vouth- 


i-  1 


:  9 


us 
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fill  iiiul  liiiinl^oiiic  ciivaliiT-.  ^1h  -aw  iKinc  tliat  jiloased  lior, 
ho  slie  (Icciilnl  to  ira\t'l. 

She  lii.-l  her  iiinihrr  snon  after.  iiiluTitrd  luT  property,  put 
on  Illournin^^  and  went  to  W'liicc  It  wan  there  that  sht;  lir,-t 
saw  Minilin.  lie  passed  hy  her  Imv  at  tlie  Opera  and  fx- 
than^'ed  with  lier  a  ^rhince  of  euriosiiy. 

That  was  all. 

The  Venetian  felt  dazed,  whde  the  Kiuhess'  <'ars  ran<^  wiiit 
tlu' aeeents  (if  a  voice  that  cried:  '"It  i>  he  I" 

Aiivwliere  else,  a  eoiiple  |inideiil  and  world!} -wise  would 
have  exatnined  and  te.-leil  eaeh  other.  Hut  th(,-e  two  inno- 
cents came  tnj.;ether  like  two  elements  of  like  nature  whiili 
unite  to  form  a  sin^de  liody. 

Massimilla.  now  ar.d  henceforth  a  N'eiietian.  j)iireliased  the 
palace  that  she  had  ha-ed  on  ilie  ('anareu'j.Mo.  Then.  U'lt 
knowing'  what  n-i'  tii  make  of  li.r  wealth,  she  lud  al-o  ac- 
quired ii'ivalta.  the  count ry-seal  wiiere  .-he  was  now  stoppiiii;. 

Emilio  was  introduced  liv  Si-iiora  \'idpato,  and  during 
the  entire  winter  sea>on  he  attemlrd  her  very  respectfully 
nt  her  box.  Xever  wa.s  love  more  pas-ionate  in  two  souls. 
nor  more  timid  in  its  f)utwaid  exfire-sion.  These  two  chil- 
dren trembled  in  each  other"-  pre.H'iice.  Masiinilla  was  not 
flirtinr;;  she  bad  no  smiinln,  no  hrzo,  no  jniiilo.  She  wa.'? 
bonnd  up  in  a  sin<4le  word  or  >mile  from  him:  she  admired 
liis  pointed  features,  his  lon,L^  thin  no-e,  hi-  black  eyes,  hi? 
noble  brow.  P>ut  de.-pile  hei-  naive  eiu  nuraircmi'Mt.  he  did 
not  call  on  her  till  after  thric  mouihs  sfieiit  lu'  them  in  f,'etting 
accustomed  ti>  eacb  other. 

Then  sunmier  llaunt.'il  its  oriental  .-ky.  The  Duchess  di-- 
likcd  the  tiuniirbt  of  a  lonely  vi.-it  to  Ri  alta.  Overjoyed 
and  endjarra-sed  at  the  s.-i":"  time,  flmilio  .'.■id  aecon'panieil 
Massimilla  to  her  retreat.  I"nr  .-ix  months  this  handsome 
pair  bad  been  lure. 

x\t  twenty.  Ma-iinilla  bad.  not  without  the  ki'cne.-t  reinor-e. 
sacrificed  her  nli-iou-  .-.ruple.-  to  love.  I'ut  iTradually  she 
bad  Yielded,  and  now.  a-  Ijiiilio  held  her  hand,  .-he  was  not 
aver.-e  to  consunnuatiiur  ihi-  union  of  hearts,  so  much  desired 
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by  lirr  tnotlnr.      "I 

kvliili'.  aiicl  - 


liiil.'il  .•!>  i 


"■•"  ■!  '•'■r  li.iMii  ,iiii|  .iri-torratic.  slender, 

->li;i[)e(|  and 


iMM.iIll.    ,Mii|    rl-im  !!■ 


li\    ii;i:N  a-   \vr 


I  -he  li.id  [irni  invd  ti-'iiii  .\-i.i  a  niniftv  nf  the  lieiiiia 


'  '-|'l"}'ll    h\     the    W  1\(>   .,r   111,.    Suit. in    tn    hl'lllu'the    I 


iri'dit  rose 


Int. 


\  ini-l'iirtuii'',  n(  uliich  Mav-iiiiill: 


a-  iiiiauare.  hut  which 


,1111 


I"  inaii\    iiaiiu-.   ha^l    ■lraiii:rl\    l,,.j,t    thiTii  apart. 


\iili..ii-h  yniiii-.    .Ma-iinilla   ha.i   thai    inajr-tie  dei 
mhed  h\  iii\lhnh,irv  I.,  .dill,,,  th,.  i.iilv  ::.„hl,-.>  i,,  ui 


"iiiLry    ha>  ,i:i\iii    iin   hi'.iT      fur    I  »i 


I'l.iiia.    ha-    h-  ,11    |,,\,.,|  ;      J 


iieaiinr  a>- 
loin  myfh- 
ina.    a\,'.    even    tlie    ehaste 


ujiiter   almie    \va<    not 


•I'Unle 


niie,!  hy  hi,-  hi'tter  iialf— tl,,.  m,,,!,.!,  hv  the  hv.  nf  >„  many 

'■   llle    ladl,'-    ,.(■    Mliirhliul. 

I'.niili,,  had   |,la(",|   ln^  ini-Ire-,> 


A   \ear  hiter.  |„rhap-.  he  mi-ht   urn   tl 


loM  liiL'li  evir  to  reaeli  lier. 


ui.- 


i"()!e   tnahuh' 


Ik'  a  piey  to  that 


eid.        I'lUl    a-    he    \>  ho    ■> 

uh',   Tail-  -ho;'!   1,1    If. 
iiii-hand  \i  !i,)  \..<,-v.-  hiiii.-,'ir 


n 


:  iv  ;,,  •  MTy  yoimtr  or  tlie  verv 
!';l'  -oal  i-  as  far  from  it  as  ho 
iieiiiv-.-   loiiiid   herself  Itetwcen  a 


-o  far  oil!  (,f  the  race  that  iio  had 
"■■'''■''  '"  '■■"■'■•  ■Hid  a   h.v,  r  wh.i  had   iM^eti  wafted  bevond  so 

ble  to 


ri|i'i|ly  oil  111,,  wiiit,.  win::-  <>(  at 


1  aiiL'el  tliat  liu  was  una 


;  UP] 
M, 


i.--iniina    niii-i    jurforee   find    ph.a-iire   in   de-ire  without 


rr.iiixiii;.'   It-  enhiiinaiioii  :   while  her   lover. 


fi 


wretched 


Iv   hi 


ISS- 


I.  was  icil    from  tune  to  tii 


ihi-   Verv    hiink    of    i 


le.  I,\-  xiiiii'  jiioiiiix'  from  her, 


lat    \\liieh    women    call    '-th,.   al)\ 


uh.^re  he  could  !,nt  pluck  th,.  il,,uers  at  the  e<li:('  and  coiitcnt 
l.;!a>idf  with  their  petals,  wliil,.  cliokin,i:  within  his  heart  a 
pa  — ion  he  dared  not  e   press. 

To.L^ether  tiny   had   >trol!,.,l   ,,nt    in   tli 


I'e.iiin.ir  a   hvmn   of  |ov 


e  earlv  aioriunfr,  re- 


On  1 


e     -UIli:     liV     'lie     1,1 


r,l<  in  overhanfring 


"'■I''  I'etnni  the  y,nin;,r  nian.  wlio-e  situati 


:i!'-oiute   <levolion    of    the    I  )ucl 

r  lilt  of  savinir : 


on  can 

ers  pive 

ii''conie  -o  excited  as  1,1  (Miestion  the 


'iilv  he  compared  to  that  of  anp-l-  to  wli,ini  the  paint 
'idy  head  and  win;:-,,  had 


le--.  ev 


'11  bringing  her  to  the 


'Wliat  proid',  then,  do  vou  wi-h! 


•  'U9 


^  ,1 
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It  was  saul  uitli  ~'>  roval  ;iii  air  t!iat  Miintni  |ia»-iuiial.  !v 
kissel  till'  braulit'iil  Imt  iiiiuilliiiu'  lian<i.  SiuMrnly  hi-  am-i- 
in  a  '^vi-M  v:i'j.v  \s\\\\  hini-ill'  .iii<i  i|Uilii'l  !irr  miIc.  'I'lic 
Duellos  r'liiaiiicil  m  a  laiilr--  atiiiuilc  un  tli>'  -ufa.  t)Ut  -he 
F(irr"«c(|  (lfrjil\.  ,\\\\\  \k'iii,|,iril  why.  -n  ymiii'^  ami  fair.  -I.c 
had  faili'tl  lo  iijca-.'  liimlin.  (»i!  hi-  part.  |Mi..r  Mfiiniii 
knocked  Ills  Iliad  a^'iiitisl  the  tni-  !ll^e  a  linnii'd  inuk. 

At  this  Jiiiieture  a  valet,  eniiir  ill  M'anh  nf  ihi'  \"Uiii.'  \'i'- 
nctian.  hastened  al'tiT  liiin  l^  di-liver  a  letter  jii-t  arrived  by 
.'Special  carrier. 

Marco  X'etidraiiiini. — a  iiaiiie  that  iii  tlir  \'ciieti;in  dialiit. 
wliich  siippro-es  certain  liiials.  i-  al-o  [irnnnuiiei-d  N'cndra- 
rnin.—  his  niily  t'ricnd,  wrntr  to  ail\i-i'  him  that  Mano  j-'acMin 
Cane.  Prince  de  \'arese.  had  ju-t  i\\>A  in  a  le>,-|iital  at  I'ariv 
Proofs  of  his  death  hail  hecii  leieised.  'I'lie  ('anc-Meiiiiiii 
wore  therefore  the  I'riiiees  de  \are-e.  In  the  eyes  of  the 
two  friend-,  a  title  without  lands  -iijiiilied  iiothm;.'  at  all. 
Vendrainin  told  I'lniilio.  as  a  jiiece  of  miieli  more  iinportaiit 
news,  of  the  I'liira^'enieiil  at  the  i-'eiiice  theatre  of  the  famous 
tenor  (ienovese  and  the  cclehrated  Sii.Miora  'I'inti. 

Witliout  fini>hinu'  the  leiter,  which  he  crumpled  up  in  lii« 
pocket,  i'lmilio  lia>tcned  to  the  Diuln-s  to  ;;ei]uaiiit  her  with 
these  important  tidin^'s,  totally  for-etfiil  id'  his  titled  herit- 
age. The  Duchess  uas  unaware  id'  the  >ini:ular  >tory  whii  h 
made  la  Tinti  the  ohject  of  -o  nnich  curiosity  in  Italy,  and 
the  Prince  hrietly  repeated  it. 

The  illu.-trious  cantatrici'  had  heeii  a  >im|de  tavern-.servant, 
whoso  wonderful  voice  had  astonished  a  irreat  lord  wlio 
chanced  to  pas-  that  way.  The  heauty  of  the  child,  then  Init 
twelve  years  of  a;.'e.  was  m  kec]iin,i,'  with  her  voice;  and  the 
lord  had  the  patience  to  have  the  little  izirl  t)rou;:lit  up  as 
Louis  X\'.  did  in  the  case  of  Mile,  de  Romans.  He  wailnl 
until  ("lara"s  voice  had  heen  cultivated  hy  a  fanums  profes-ir. 
and  until  she  was  si.xteen.  before  enjoyin.ir  thi.  treasure  so  earo- 
fully  prepared.  When  .-he  made  her  debut,  iii  the  preeednij; 
vear,  la  'I'inti  had  captivated  the  three  most  fastidious  capitals 
of  Italy. 
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t   lli;'t  (iiif  fine  Novi'inlicr  evening;  the 

•,    I'liiKc  (Ir  \  aiv,(.  was  ci-Dv-iti;:  tlw  !a,i.'()iiii  from  Maestre 

\'iii(f.    I»i«vcn    th,'    111).,    ol'    >tal«'>.    pamtfil    with    the 

'"•■-  nf  Au-tn.i.  \vlii(li  induatcil  tlif  nnitc  allowed  to  i;on- 

i.i-   liv  the  Ill-torn  liMii-c.      Wlnic  watcliini:  the  jrondola  of 

Iiii(li(.->.    inwcd    l,y    lackeys   in   livery,   and   cleaving  the 

■'  i-Min-hot  ahead  of  liiin,  jioor  Kniilio,  who  had  the  same 

''  itii  ^'ondolier  that  once  rowed  liis  father  in  tlie  davs  when 
■"'"■  "'dl  lived,  cniilil  not  re[)ress  the  hitter  roHections 
L"je-tei|  hy  hi>  cinpty  title : 

■'What  nioekerv  of  fortune  I  .\  prince,  for.sooth,  with 
•'•en  linndred  frams  a  year!  Possessed  of  one  of  the 
-I  heautiful  ^lalace^  in  the  world,  and  yt  t  unahle  to  dispose 
ihe  statuary,  the  ,-iairs.  the  paintinus.  (,r  the  sculpture 
■■■lu-*-  .III  Au-trian  deeive  makes  them  inalienalile  !  Dwell- 
-  upon  a  pier  (d'  Campeche  wood  valued  at  something  like 
Miillion  francs—and  iH-ing  without  furniture.  The  owner 
Miiiipiiii,ii«  (,'allcries.  hut  now  livint:  in  a  top-loft  over  the 
-h'-t  aral)es(|ue  frieze  made  of  marble  of  .\[orea — whieh 
id.  during  the  I^mpire.  a  Memmiiis  overran  and  conquered. 
'  behold,  in  one  df  the  most  maLniificent  ehurehes  of  Venice, 
■  >tatues  of  one's  ance.-tors  carven  above  their  tombs  in 
'iioiis  marble,  witliin  a  <  hapid  ornamented  by  paintings  by 
tian  and  Tintcu-ett...  and  the  tuo  I'almas  and  Bellini  anil 
lul  \'eroiie-t>.  and  vet  to  be  forbidden  to  s(dl  an  Knglish- 
an  a  marble  Meiiinii  for  the  price  of  bread  for  the  J'rince 
■  \are-el  (Jenec-e,  the  famous  tei.wr,  could  earn  in  one 
:i-nn.  by  hi-  tnllim:.  the  capital  behind  the  income  of  this 
e<l  .-on  of  Meiiimiiis.  of  Roman  -etiators  a-  ancient  as 
I  and  the  ("a'sars,  tjeuuve-e  mav  smoke  a  hookah  from 
Iridia.  but  ,iie  I'rince  ile  \'arese  i-  hamixTei)  in  his  cigars  I" 
lie  thnnv  his  cigar-butt  overboard.    Thel'rince  alwavs  found 
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cigars  on  tlic  Dncl-.c-s"  tn'.ilc,  wlitrr  Iir  wfnild  ^ladlv  have 
deposited  all  the  wealth  the  worM  alVrude:].  Tiie  J)uelK'ss 
studieil  his  every  whim,  and  was  Ihm'jiv  !■:  -at'-ly  it.  His  only 
meal — his  supper — was  taken  w  ith  Ikt.  for  !<!-  moivy  went  to 
clothe  himself  and  In  hiiy  tiekr',,-  id  the  1-Vniee.  ii(~ides,  he 
had  to  pay  a  salary  of  ono  hiiiidreil  francs  to  the  old  poa- 
dolier,  who,  in  order  to  live  nn  that  salary,  .-iih^isled  enlirelv 
on  rice.  .\lso.  l-]milio  hitiiL;'lit  a  eiip  of  l»hiek  eotl'ee  every 
inorninj'  at  the  Cafe  Morian  in  order  to  keep  himself  nil 
evening  in  a  state  of  nervous  exiitenient  :  and  i)y  thhs  excess 
he  planned  to  kill  himself  in  due  time.  ju>t  a-  N'ondramin  was 
trusting  to  the  opium  hahit  to  end  his  own  days. 

"And  I  am  a  prince  I"" 

On  uttering  the  ilnal  word.  Mmilio  east  the  unfinished 
epistle  of  Marco  \'ciidramini  into  the  lagnon.  where  it  Hoated 
like  a  jiaper  craft  launched  hy  chil(li>h  hands. 

"But  Kmilio,"  he  resumed,  '"is  only  twenty-, .nee.  after  all. 
lie  i-'  stronger  of  sinew  than  tlie  gouty  L(U'd  Wellington,  or 
the  ])aralytie  Kegeiit,  or  th<'  e])ileptic  royal  family  of  .\ustria, 
of  the  King  of  France — — " 

He  frowned  at  the  thought  (d'  the  King  *  .  France,  his 
hue  Ijceanie  ivory  yellow,  and  tears  rose  to  his  dark  eyes  and 
clung  to  his  long  lashes.  He  raised  a  hand  worthy  of  Ti- 
tian's brush  to  ])ush  hack  his  hrown  locks,  and  allowed  his 
glance  to  follow  the  l)u(he>>'  gondola. 

''This  cruel  mockery  of  fate  has  even  gotten  into  my  love 
affair,"'  he  mused.  "My  heart  and  my  imagination  are  stored 
with  treasure,  yet  Massimilla  heeds  it  not.  She  is  a  Flor- 
entine; she  will  fimdiy  forsake  me.  To  !)e  as  though  froztn 
by  her  side,  while  hir  voice  and  her  look  annise  heavenly 
sensations  within  I  The  mert'  sight  of  her  gondola,  a  few 
luindred  hand-l)readtli<  away,  seems  to  sear  my  heart  as  with 
a  hot  iron.  .\n  unseen  iluid  surges  through  ini'  and  holds 
me  fast ;  a  mist  hangs  over  my  eyes;  the  air  mciiis  tinted  with 
the  glow  of  Hivalta,  when  the  sunliglit  glimiiKTed  through 
the  nd  silk  curtain,  and  I.  unknown  to  her.  eoidd  admire  her 
in  her  meditations  and  in  hei  wary  smiling  like  the  Mouna 
Lisa  of  Leonardo. 


MASSIMILLA  DONI 


253 


"Ah,  well,  my  Ilifzliiicss  will  citlicr  tiiiish  it  all  with  a 
hullft,  or  liir  (!c>(rii(linit  (,f  the  Cane  will  follow  tho  counsol 
'.f  his  old  C'aniiii^niola:  We  will  turn  sailors— pirates— and 
anmse  oui>elves  by  seein^^  iiow  long  il  will  take  lo  get 
liaiiged."" 

lli'iv  the  I'rinee  lighted  a  fresh  cigar,  and  c.meniplated 
the  rings  oi'  smoke  wafted  by  tho  wind,  as  if  to  se.'  an  example 
"f  liis  final  thought  in  their  fitful  motion. 

lie  was  jii>t  coming  in  sight  of  the  .Mnnri.-ii  pinnarets  that 
crowned  his  palace.  The  view  appealed  to  him  sadly.  The 
gondola  of  the  Dnche-s  had  di.-appeared  in  the  Canareggi.i. 
the  lantasies  of  a  life  of  romance  and  adventure,  takeii  as 
the  culmination  of  his  love-episode,  were  extinguished  with 
Ins  cigar;  the  gondola  of  his  lady  love  no  lunger  led  the  way. 
lie  saw  the  pre.M>nt  as  it  was:  a  palace  witiiout  a  heart  ;"a 
licart  without  influence;  a  principality  without  ivvenue;  a 
body  empty  and  a  soul  full— a  thousand  irreconcilahle  dif- 
ferences. 

The  unfortunate  youth  mourned  for  the  Venice  of  old,  as 
\endramini  had  wept  even  more  bitterly— for  a  common 
.md  deep-.-eated  grief  and  a  like  fate  had'engendered  a  mii- 
iiial  and  lively  friendship  b<'tween  the>e  two  relics  of  once 
famous  families.  Kmilio  could  not  help  hrooding  over 
Ibe  time  when  the  palace  of  the  Meninii  slmt  forth  liglit  from 
•Very  window,  and  resounded  with  strains  of  music  carried 
far  out  on  the  .\driatic;  when  at  its  pier  gondolas  were  fast- 
ened by  the  hundred.^  and  on  its  wave-kis>ed  landing  came 
111  thrrmgs  the  handsome  masked  figures  and  the  high  ollieials 
"f  the  Kepublie;  when  the  drawing-rooms  and  galleries  were 
irraced  by  a  party  of  (lu|)es  and  dupers;  when  the  great  han- 
'juet-ehamlier  \va>  crowded  with  merry  guests,  and  the  sur- 
rounding balconies,  where  niu>icians  lurked.  s.>emed  to  eon- 
fain  all  Venice  coming  and  going  on  the  staircase  that  re- 
echoed with  luijipy  laughter. 

Tlie  chiM.i-  nf  the  be-t  artists  had.  from  generation  to 
.-•■neratmn.  scidptured  the  bronze  support-  for  long-n.<cke<l  or 
-(piatty  v'hinese  vases,  and  candelabra  made  for  a  thousand 
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tapers.     Every  couiitry  liad  paiil  it>  toll  toward  the  sumptu- 
furnishings  for  wall  and  coiling. 

o-day  till'  walls  were  despoiled  of  their  splendid  hangings, 
ni'gleeted  eeilings  wore  silent  and  sad.  .Nr)  Turkish 
■tries,  ni)  lustrous  I'estnons  of  IIowit-.  ho  statuary,  no 
tings.  IK)  more  joy,  iio  nioiuy,  that  givai  vehicle  of  joy  I 
ice,  the  F.ondon  of  the  Middle  .\ges.  wa.-  crunihling  stone 
stone  and  man  hy  man.  The  miiinoii,-  iiio.-s-growth, 
hed  and  kissed  by  the  sea  at  the  palac'  fiiundations,  ap- 
ed, in  the  eyes  of  the  Prince,  like  the  ^^\arthy  fringe  hung 
ature  in  sign  of  death. 

lu!  iinally  a  great  Knglish  poet  had  descended  upon 
ice.  like  a  raven  on  a  corpse,  in  order  to  croak  out  in 
lyric  poetry — that  first  and  last  language  of  society — the 
sian.xas  of  a  Dv  J^nifundis.  Knglish  jioetry  cast  in  the  teeth 
of  a  city  that  had  given  birth  to  Italian  poetry!  Poor 
Venice  I 

Judge  then  of  the  astonishment  of  the  young  man,  lost  in 
such  thoughts  as  these,  upon  hearing  Carmagiioia  cry: 

"Your  Serene  Highness,  the  ])alaee  is  alire,  or  else  the  aa- 
cient  doges  have  returned  to  life.  See  the  lights  in  the 
upper  windows !" 

Prince  Kmilio  believed  his  dream  realized  liy  some  stroke 
of  a  magic  wand.  In  the  deepening  nightfall,  the  old  gon- 
dolier could  secure  his  vessel  to  the  iir>t  -tep  and  assist  his 
master  to  land  without  iieing  seen  l)v  anv  of  the  people 
bustling  about  in  the  palace,  or  swarming  over  the  landing  like 
bees  before  a  hive.  Kmilio  slunk  under  an  iiinuense  peri- 
style, whenc{>  beu'^an  the  most  beautiful  stairwav  in  Venice, 
and  crossed  .lowly  iti  order  to  fathom  the  nature  of  this  un- 
wonted happening. 

A  veritable  army  of  workmen  wen-  hurrying  tn  finish  the 
furnishing  and  the  decorating  of  the  palace.  The  first  tloor, 
worthy  of  superb  \eniee  of  the  olden  time.  rev.  ;ili(l  tbe  splen- 
dor of  which  he  had  dreamed  ;i  moment  before,  and  the  good 
fairy  had  dis]ilayed  admi'-able  taste.  A  glory  worthy  of  the 
palace  of  a  new-made  king  burst  forth  even  in  the  smallest 
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(li'tails.      Emilio  waiidorcd  aliout  without  receiving  the  slight- 
'  -1   attention  from  anyone,  and  encountered  continual  sur- 

pn^es. 

Kager  to  see  what  was  going  on  in  the  next  lloor,  he  as- 
yender".  and  di..,,overed  that  it  was  conipletelv  furnished 
I  lie  utiivnown  heings.  commissioned  bv  tl>e  magician  to  renew 
I  he  marvels  of  tlie  '-Thousand  and  One  Nights,"  in  favor  of 
a  poverty-stricken  Prince  of  Italy,  were  replacing  some 
shabby  furniture  wlii,  h  I, ad  been  doing  dutv  temporarily. 

He  went  to  his  bed-chamher.  It  smiled  upon  liim  like 
a  >iiell  from  whicii  Wnus  had  but  just  emerged.  The  room 
was  so  delightfully  pivtly,  m)  clcgantlv  appointed,  so  dainty 
■Hid  so  full  of  tasteful  knick-knarks.  that  he  buried  himself 
in  the  depths  of  a  gibh^d  wicker-chair  before  which  a  most 
appetizing  cold  supper  awaited  him.  And  without  further 
ceremony  he  fell  to  eating. 

"In  all  the  world  I  can  think  of  no  one  save  Massimilla 
who  could  have  had  the  idea  for  this  surprise."  he  meditated. 
"Mie  ha^  been  made  awar^  that  J  am  a  prince.  Perhaps  the 
Duke  IS  dead  and   has   left  her  his  propertv.     She  is  twice 

as  rich.     She  will  marry  me.  and " 

Meanwhile  he  ate  in  a  way  to  arouse  the  envv  of  a  dvspeptic 
nihlionaire.  and  drank  huge  draughts  of  excellent  port. 

"Now  I  know  why  s!ie  looked  at  me  so  quizzicallv  when  she 
said.  Till  this  evening!'  Perhaps  she  will  come'and  break 
the  spell.  .\  nice  Ix'd,  that,  and  a  nrettv  lantern  beside  it.  A 
Horentine  idea.  I  suppose." 

Some  high-strung  organisms  are  affected  bv  extreme  happi- 
ness or  mistortune  as  though  it  were  a  narcotic.  Upon  this 
yo'ith.  capable  of  idealizing  his  mistress  till  she  ceased  to  be 
a  woman,  the  >wift  descent  of  fortune  had  all  the  effect  of  a 
dose  of  opium.  When  the  Prince  had  drunk  the  bottle  of 
wme  and  eaten  half  of  a  fish  and  some  morsels  of  a  French 
l>'ife.  he  conceived  a  violent  desire  to  go  to  bed.  It  may  be 
that  he  was  doubly  drunk.  He  removed  the  counterpane 
Uirned  down  the  bed.  un.lressed  in  a  charming  dressing- 
room,  and  retired  to  think  over  what  was  in  store. 
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"Ah  I"'  thou^'hl  111'.  ■■!  r"ri:"i  l"'"!'  ( 'arniagnola ;  but  my 
cook  and  ImlUr  will  allcinl  in  liiiii." 

Just  then  a  cliaiulKTinaui  canu'  in  irulliuL'-  an  air  from 
"Thf  I'larlMT  <it'  Scvilli'.""  She  threw  <i>iiic  woman's  garments 
on    a    chair — all     nii:ht-roi)es — and     ■     naiked:    "Here    they 

come  I"" 

Indeed,  a  few  minutes  allerward  a  •  .uinir  woman  came 
ill  who  was  attired  in  Kreneli  >tyle.  and  \  ,10  mi^irlit  liave  been 
taken  for  the  c.riLrinal  of  some  fancy  iOn^dish  t'nirraving  be- 
on;;ing  with  a  '•forLret-me-Tiot,"  a  "lielle  A>seml)lee,"  or  a 
"Rook  <d'  i'.eauty.""  The  Prince  tremliled  with  joy  and  dread, 
for,  as  vou  kmiw.  he  was  in  hive  with  .Ma->iiinlla.  Still,  in 
?pito  of  the  faith  in  love  which  jiermeated  him,  and  which 
formerly  inspired  the  i)ietures  (d"  Spain,  the  Madonnas  of 
Italv.  the  .-tatui'-  of  Micha.el  An-do.  ami  the  Hapti>tery  doors 
of  Ghiherii.  l'lea^u^e  had  en>narrd  him.  and  De-ire  troubled 
him.  without,  however.  cau-iuL'-  his  heart  to  exjiand  with  that 
warm,  etheival  e-eiice  infused  hy  a  .glance  or  a  syllai)le  from 
Massimilla.  His  h^art.  his  -nul.  his  reason,  hi-  entire  will  re- 
])elled  apiin^^r  this  inlldelity;  still,  brutal,  capricicms  infi- 
delity iraineil  the  upperhand.     liut  t!-  wrunan  was  not  alone. 

The  I'rince  now  lieliidd  one  <d"  tha.-e  ])ers(maLrcs  which  no- 
body will  bidieve  in.  when  they  are  taki'U  from  real  life,  where 
Ave  adnure  thorn,  to  the  realm  of  fancy  of  a  more  or  less  lit- 
erary creation.  Like  that  of  the  Neapnlitans.  the  pirii  of  this 
newcomer  was  in  five  colors,  if  the  black  of  hi<  hat  can  be 
counted.  His  pantaloons  were  olive,  hi-  red  waistcoat  Ava?  set 
off  by  Ldlt  liuttons.  his  coat  was  ^u'recn.  and  hi-  -hirt  almost 
yellow.  'rh(>  fellow  seemed  to  have  a<  a  niisMn;i  thi'  embodi- 
ment of  ih(>  Xeapolitan  that  Cerolamo  d(-picted  in  his  ma- 
rionette show.  His  eves  were  as  <rhiss.  His  iio^-e  looked  like 
the  ace  of  clulis.  ami  projected  horrildy.  I''or  that  matter, 
the  nose  did  its  best  to  conceal  witli  shame  •^  cnyitv  that  it 
would  have  been  an  insult  to  t!ie  man  to  c;dl  a  month.  With- 
in were  plainly  rev^'aled  three  or  four  white  fauLTs  Lrifted  with 
an  action  that  wed^red  them  in  between  one  another.  The 
ears  hung  down  from  their  own  weight,  giving  to  the  man  a 
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-tnmpc  dog-liko  nppoaraiue.  His  eouiplexion,  probably 
liiited  by  moans  <>(  various  metal>  iiiluscd  in  bis  blood  under 
ihe  diirctioii  of  sonic  llippocrali--,  bonlcrrd  on  black.  Ills 
pointed  forehead,  scant  ly  hidilcn  liy  Mattering'  straiirht  hair.s, 
lallinp  around  like  filaincnt,-  (»r  spun  -las,^.  ^^011'  tbe  reddisb 
unnklc.s  of  a  disa.i^rnrablc  Jacc.  Fniallv.  tiiou;:ii  thin  and  of 
iiicdiuni  hei^^ht,  this  individual  had  lonj,'  arms  and  large 
r-houJdcrs. 

But  despite  these  horrors,  and  althouLih  one  would  have 
lakeii  him  for  seventy,  there  was  a  certain  (vdopean  majesty 
in  his  demeanor.  He  had  aristocratic  manners  and  the  confi- 
dent look  of  the  \velI-to-d(..  F.,r  anyone  with  sutTicient 
courage  to  study  him.  his  bi>iory  would  have  been  found 
written  by  pa-siMn>  in  this  noble  clay  become  mire.  In  this 
L'reat  lord,  (uie  would  have  re(  .i-iiized  a  man  who,  rich  from 
■  arly  manhood,  had  sold  him-elf  to  Debaucherv  to  obtain 
uiitempered  pleasure.  Debauchery  bad  de-troyed'  the  human 
being  and  had  made  in  his  stead  anotlier  to  its  liking.  Thou- 
sands of  wine  bottles  had  passed  underneath  the  purple  arches 
"f  that  grotes(jiie  iio-e.  leaving  tbcir  dregs  upon  his  lips, 
i'rotracted  and  tedioin  digestion  had  carried  away  his  teeth. 
His  eyes  W(>re  <lin!n!ed  by  the  glare  of  the  gaming  table.  His 
l)lood  was  charged  with  impure  elements  that  had  impaired 
his  nervous  .<y>tem.  His  mental  force  was  weakened  bv  the 
energy  absorbed  in  his  digestive  organs.  Finallv,  his  band- 
some  hair  had  been  lost  by  dissipations.  Every  vice,  like 
•\  greedy  heir,  bad  staked  off  its  portion  of  the' still  living 
liody. 

When  one  takes  the  trouble  to  inv<'stigate  nature  closely, 
"lie  finds  jests  (d'  a  superior  irony.  For  example,  she  puts 
loads  near  tiowers,  ju>l  as  this  Duke  was  in  company  with  this 
rose  of  love. 

"Will  you  play  the  violin  for  me  to-night,  mv  dear  Duke?" 
Niid  the  woman,  di-en-n-in;:-  her^'lf  from  lii<  emlirac.  and 
•illowinga  magniiic.  Ill  j.orticiv  to  fall  bark  over  tiie  doorway. 

"IMay  the  vir,lin  for  iii^r."'  repeaieil  th,-  I'rince;  "what  is 
she  talking  about:-'  W  iiat  buMu'e.-.-  liave  they  in  my  palace? 
17 
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Am  I  awake?  Tie  o  I  am  in  tlii>  wmiaiiV  bed,  and  she  thinks 
?ho  is  at  home!  She  is  tiikiii;.'  oil"  her  clDak.  Have  I  >iiioked 
tho  opium  pipo.  like  W'lulraniin,  and  ;:one  to  drcamhuid 
where  dwells  Venice  of  three  hundred  years  gone  by?" 

Seated  before  her  dressin-r-table,  lit  by  tapers,  the  stran^jer 
removed  her  pirments  with  tiie  most  tranquil  air  imai^'inable. 
"lUng  fi)r  .IiUia,"  quoth  she,  "1  am  anxious  to  get  out  of 
the.-e  clothes."' 

At  this  moment  the  Duke  perceived  tlie  remnants  of  the 
supper.  He  glanced  around  the  rmini  and  -aw  the  Prince's 
pantaloons  thrown  over  an  armchair  by  tbe  bed 

"I  shall  not  ring,  Clarina!"  tbe  Duke  niorled,  hoarse  with 
rage.  "And  I  shall  not  play  tbe  vidliii  tin.-  evening,  nor  to- 
morrow, nor  ever  again "' 

"Ta,  ta,  ta  ta  I"  sang  Clarina,  Jumping  octaves  i>n  a  single 
note  with  the  ease  of  a  nightingale. 

"In  spite  of  that  voice  that  would  make  Clara,  your  i»atron 
saint,  envious,  you  are  too  bobl.  madamc  hussy." 

"You  have  not  educated  me  to  listt'U  to  such  language," 
said  she,  flaring  up. 

"Nor  have  1  taught  you  to  conceal  a  man  in  your  bed.  You 
are  not  worthy  either  of  my  i)roicctii»n  or  my  disdain." 
"A  man  in  my  bed  '."  exclaimed  Clarina.  turning  abruptly. 
"One.   also,    who    has   helped    himself   to   your   supper   as 
though  he  lived  here."  replied  the  Duke. 

"But  do  I  not  live  here?"  cried  Kmilio.  "I  am  the  Prince 
of  Varese,  and  owner  of  this  place." 

I'pon  which  remark  Mmilio  rai>ed  himself  and  displayed 
his  handsome  \'(>netian  head  framed  in  the  splemlid  draperies 
of  the  couch. 

M  first  Clarina  began  to  laugh — one  of  those  silly  laughs 
usual  to  voung  girls  wben  they  meet  with  a  funny  adventure 
outside  tiie  (U-diiiary.  But  >be  stop])ed  her  mirth  at  sight  of 
the  youth  who.  a>  has  been  previously  noted,  was  remarkably 
comely,  although  now  in  scant  attire.  The  same  fierce  desire 
that  was  gnawing  Mniilio's  heartstrings  out  seized  her,  and  as 
she  had  never  been  in  love,  no  discretion  guided  her  sudden 
fanev — the  fancv  of  a  Sicilian. 
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••ir  tliis  i.   the  palacr  of  the  Memnii.  vour  Most  S,rem. 

i.^liiu-.  uoul.l  nrvcrthrl.-ss  do  vorv  well  to  -init  it."  sai.l  tlu' 

i  "i<''-  i.."unnii^  tlu.  n.ld  iruny  of  the  man  of  fashion      -J  am 

■•H  liiiiiic  here. 

•■I'li'UM.  hear  in  mind.  Monsieur  Ic  Duke,  that  vn,,  aiv  in  mv 
;'l'^i't'n..ms.  and  not  at  liome."  retortcl  Clarin;,.  .hakin-  ..ir 
"••'•  l;'ll"n-..'v.  '-If  you  have  snspuMons  as  to  ,nv  virtue  I 
^wMdd  he-  you  to  leave  !<•  me  the  fruits  ai  mv  u  roier-doin-  " 

••.>u>puions.  foisooili.  mv  ladv!     JVlter  Vav  fac't^'"    ^' 

'•I  swear  that  I  am  innoeeiit."" 

"I'.ut  what  d..  I  see  in  the  bed?"  said  tlie  Duke 

"It  you  wouhl  rather  helu've  what  vou  see  than  what  I  toll 
:-">.  "Id  wizard,  you  do  not  love  me!"  eri...!  Clarina  '-(Jo 
^^ml  ;,ive  iny  eardrum>  i,eaee.  Do  you  hear?  Vou  mav  go, 
Monsieur  U"  Duke!  This  young  I'rinee  will  pav  hack  the 
"iillion  Iranes  I  have  eo>t  vou.  if  vou  insist  " 

'•'rins  young  I'rinee  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind,"  said 
l-.milio  1,)  himself. 

"The  idea!"  >he  rag.'d.  "'riK're  is  no  account  to  settle-  a 
ni.lion  francs  is  very  elu.ap  for  Clarina  Tinti  when  on*,  is'.o 
n^ly.  Leave.  1  say!  You  dismissed  mc.  and  now  1  dismiss 
>oii.     w  (.  are  quits." 

The  Duke  made  as  though  he  would  oppose  this  command 
uiven  will,  an  air  worthy  the  part  of  Semiramis,  which  had 
'"•ought   la    Imli   her  tr.'mendous  reputation,  whereupon  the 
!";""''  <lo""a  pounced  up-m  the  old  ape  and  hustled  him  out 
"I  the  room. 

"if  you  do  not  leave  me  in  pe:.ce  this  evening."  she  said 
uc  shall  never  meet  again.     And  my  never  amounts  t..  more 
tiian  yours. 

"In  peace!"  n-plied   the  Duke,  with  a   hitter  lau-di      "It 
■'nke  me.  my  dear  idol,  that  a^jitata  is  a  hetter  term  !" 
I'hen  he  went  away. 

Thhs  ignoble  spirit  was  not  surprising  to  Kmilio.     For  all 
•'^'■n  who  have  become  a.Mieted  to  certain  habits,  ehosen  from 
niong  the  sensations  of  j,a-sion.  according  to  their  own  na- 
tures, know  that  no  consideration  will  arrest  a  man  who  ha^ 
made  a  habit  out  of  his  passions. 
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La  Tinti  li  nimli  il  like  :i  t'awu  tV.  ni  the  doorway  to  the  bed. 

''A  |iriiii '  .  iiiiur.  \nuiiLr,  and  liaiidMimcI  Why,  it  is  like  a 
fairy  talc  :""  mcd  she. 

The  Si'-iliaii  cii-ci'iiicd  litTHlf  nii  tiir  lied  witli  all  the  art- 
less aliandon  of  an  animal,  the  .-wayin;:  of  ttif  plant  toward 
the  sunli^lit.  or  liio  ]llt■a^-in;:  dance  of  the  branches  to  the 
breeze.  Wliile  slit-  uni'a.-tciicd  her  uri.-tband>  ^iie  be<:an  to 
.i„,_r — 11, ,t  with  llic  voice  doliiied  to  win  the  i)hiudit>  of  tho 
{■'cinee,  but  in  a  t.iiie  burdened  liy  luii^riiiir.  Her  soul'  was  a 
zephvr  waftiiiir  \n  the  heart  the  cari'sses  of  love.  She  looked 
at  fhnilin.  who  was  <|uite  as  cmUused  as  >lie  ;  for  this  woinaii 
of  the  sta^'e  had  lo>t  the  itoldness  that  had  lla>Iied  from  her 
eves,  her  uoturo,  and  her  tones  while  p'ttin.LT  rid  of  the  Duke. 
.She  was  huinlilv'  eiioiiLrli  now. 

To  irain  a  l.'' (h1  idea  of  la  'i'iiiti.  one  must  have  seen  one 
of  the  lii;i'.-t  sin.LTers  of  hrance  in  her  debut  in  //  Fazzolcttn. 
an  opera  liy  (iai-cia.  tlieii  bcinir  >unL'  liy  "'i'he  Italian-"'  at  the 
tlicati'i'  (>!:  line  Loiivoi-.  .^hc  \\a-  so  beautiful  that  a  poor 
body-uniard.  bavin.::-  failed  to  p't  a  hearin;.'.  killed  himself  in 
despair.  The  prima  donna  of  the  Kenice  theatre  had  the 
same  delicate  features,  the  >ame  daintine.-s  of  ti<:ure.  the  same 
vouthfu!ne>s:  and  this  wa-  hei;:htened  hy  the  warm  Sicilian 
;:low  that  jiilded  her  iieauty.  Moreover,  tier  voice  was  fuller, 
and  she  had  that  diirnity  that  marks  the  women  of  Italy. 

La  Tinti — whose  name  also  bore  .<ome  n-i'mblance  to  that 
assumed  i)V  the  French  sinirer — was  seventeen,  while  the  poor 
Trinee  was  twenty-three.  What  je.-tii!.L:  hand  was  it  thai  had 
cast  the  fire  so  close  to  the  powder?  .\  frairrant  room  hun,? 
in  incarnadine  silk  and  brilliant  with  wax  candle.;,  a  bi'd  of 
lace,  a  palace  deserted, — \'eiii(c!  Two  vo\ni'i  and  charminff 
creatures  I     Every  fascination  of  life  blended  I 

Kmilio  seized  liis  pantaloons,  jumped  out  of  bed,  hastened 
to  th(>  dressinir-room.  dressed  him-elf,  returned,  and  tied  pre- 
cipitately toward-  the  door. 

Wliile  dre^siiiLT.  his  thoULfhts  ran  soniethin<:  like  this: 
"Massimilla,  beloved  dauirhter  of  the  Doni.  in  whom  is  pre- 
served the  hereditarv  heautv  of  Italv.  voti  who  would  not  belie 
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tlic  nortniit  of  .Miir-hrniii.  mic  <>i  liir  rare  fanvasos  painted  iiy 
l.'apiiacl  ul:ull\  lo  In-.  I'aiiu' !  -  my  licaiiliriil,  iiiv  saintly  iui>- 
ri.  --.  -hall  I  iKii  !»■  uuniiy  ,4  _\ou  if  |  |1\  from  tins  alnss  of 
iiin-dtn.-?  W'niiM  I  dcMTM'  \nu.  if  I  -lioiihl  (li-rcratf  a  licari 
:.Awi(.(|  (.|iiiiv!\  t,)  yni'r  Nn.  1  uill  not  fall  into  the  vul;,'ar 
■lali  Ml  by  iii\  ivKfllious  scnM-.  To  this  ;:ir|  be  her  Duke,  to 
111''  I".;-  lMiche->I" 

init  just  as  he  raised  the  poriie-e,  lie  Inward  a  noan.  Tho 
■••nne  lover  tiinird  and  beheld  ia  'I'lini  lyiiii,'  prone  on  the 
I'-neh,  slillin.'  her  .-olo  I>  it  (redihlc;-  'I'h,.  sin^^er  was 
i'lVelier  llms  pi-oslrale.  with  buried  \'hvv.  than  when  her 
MiiiMteiianee  was  siiiru-ed  with  blushes.  Hit  jooseiieil  tresses 
MnaniiMu'  o\ir  her  shoidders,  her  jio>ture  of  the  .Ma;:dalen, 
liie  di-order  of  Jur  uiifa-leiu'd  dress — everythiiii:  had  been 
MinnmLdy  arran^'ed  by  the  devil,  wlio,  as  you  know,  has  a 
:ine  e\c  fur  ell'eets. 

Tiie  j'rinic  pul  his  arm  around  the  wreiehed  la  'I'inti,  who 
-iided  from  him  like  a  snake,  elaspjuLr  one  (d'  his  feet  and 
|'!v-:sin^'  it  p'ntly  to  her  heart. 

••'iili  me."  -aid  he,  seekin^^  to  diseii^ML^e  his  foot,  "why  vou 
ti.ipiien  to  be  in  my  palaee;-'  How  comes  it  that  the  povertv- 
.-irieken   j-lmilio  .Menimi "' 

"Kniilio  .Memini:"  cried  la  Tinti,  arisin":.  "You  said 
I'nnce." 

■"Prince  r-ince  ye-terda\  " 

■•^oll  are  in  love  with  uie  Duehes.s  Catanoo,"  said  pIio,  rc- 
L,';:rdin,<:  liim  attentively. 

l-.milio  had  iiotliiriir  to  say,  upon  noting:  t!iat  the  prima 
':"rnia  smiled  tiirouLrh  her  tears. 

••■^'our  lliLdim-s  is  imi  aware,  then,  that  thi'  man  who 
'rained  me  fur  ilie  -la-e,  ihal  this  Duke  is  Catanoo  himself, 
■  i':d  that  your  friend  \'endraiiiin,  th'n'.;in^'  to  conserve  vour 
i;i!ere-.ts,  has  lea-ed  lo  him  your  ])alace  for  the  term  of  rav 
'  "uauenieiit  at  the  Feiiiee.  in  consideration  of  a  thousand 
'  ■■"^^'"^-  '''"1  'd'  niv  li^art,"  she  continued,  drawiiifr  him  t') 
■': -r.  ••why  did  voii  lly  from  one  for  whom  most  men  would 
!iii\e    risked   broken   bones?     Love,  you   see,   is   alwavs  love. 
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ICvcrvuticn'  it  i-  tin-  >n\\ir.  It  i-  likf  >uiilijrlit  to  our  souls, 
w  anil  in;,'  u  lnrc'cr  it  >hiiic>.  Ami  imw  lor  us  it  is  bright 
iinoiitidf.  If  tii-iiiorniw  ycni  aic  nnt  cuntciit,  >lay  ino  1  lint 
I  .-ii.ill  live,  .-n  tlicrcl  lor  I  am  a  I'amnu'  lirauly  I" 

I'JIlilio  (jcclilrd    Id   ~{,\\. 

Wlicn  lie  ,i-M'iili'.|  l)\  ;i  iind  (if  I  hi'  hrail.  the  jovoiis  {Tcstuiv 
that  shook  la  'rinti"--  frame  M-rmcil  to  lum  likr  a  .-liimiiifr  of 
iiifi'nial  liirlil.  X('\cr  had  Ionc  a->umi-il  in  hi>  eyes  an  a>jH'it 
so  itii[)()>iiii,'. 

•hist  llicii  ('arnia;;noIa  whi.-tlcd  \  iL'oroii-iy. 

"What  can  he  want  of  nic?"  imi~rd  ihc  I'rincc. 

I5ut  in  the  thralldoni  of  love,  he  paid  no  heed  to  the  ro- 
jicalod  si;,Muils. 

If  you  ha\f  not  traveled  in  Switzerland,  vou  may  perhap? 
read  this  di'^'rijilion  with  |ilea>ure;  ami  if  you  have  inadi' 
your  [leriloiis  footiii;:,'  over  the  Alps  in  that  country,  you  will 
not  recall  the  incidents  of  the  Journey  without  emotion.  In 
that  wondrous  hind,  in  the  centre  of  a  era;,'  sundered  in  two  i»v 
a  valley  as  wide  as  the  Avenue  de  Nenilly  at  I'ari-.  but  hol- 
b)wed  out  to  the  deptii  of  .-onie  hundred,-  of  fijt'ioms  and 
interrujited  hy  ravines,  a  >'reani  of  water  de-ceiids  from  soini' 
Alpine  heiirlit  of  Saint,  (iothard  or  Simpbin  to  form  a  vast 
pool  of  nnmea>ured  width  and  hnL'th  and  depth,  hemmed  in 
by  olillV  of  -hatlered  ijranile  on  which  can  be  seen  a  bit  of 
green.  In  the  rift.-  the  lir-tree--  -proiit  and  :.n,L.'antic  aldei-- 
Irees  tlonrish;  here  also  ijrow  .>-tra wherries  and  \iolets.  Here 
and  there  one  may  >ee  a  cottap'.  from  whose  window  appears 
llie  ruddy  face  id'  some  lla\en-haireil  maiden  of  Switzerlaml. 
Tile  water  in  the  ])ool  is  jiattcrned  after  the  skv  above — mnv 
blue,  now  i:reen,  but  with  the  blue  of  the  sapphire  and  tho 
green  id"  tin;  emerald. 

Naught  el-e  in  tl,.  world  can  reveal  to  the  indifferent  trav- 
eler, the  liarrieil  diplomat,  or  the  vulgar  tradesman  such  nii 
idea  of  depth,  calm,  immensity.  hea\('id\-  lo\e.  and  eternal 
blis-;.  a>  this  liquid  diainond.  where  the  snow,  stored  in  tlic 
loftiest  ra:-tne,--c<.  irielxles  in  limpid  water  through  natural 
chaniii'ls.  coi!ceaI-il  under  the  J'oliair''  and  worn  into  the  rock. 
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u!;.nco  tIirou;:h  a  liff  it  .-ciim-  iiui-rlc.-.-Iv .  Th,.  Mirfii.r, 
i.-i  aliuvc  llic  cliii.-m,  t^liilc-  -M  -in-iuililv  that  im  rii.jilc  ri.-cs  t>» 
'■  i"I'.  iiiiil  iti  its  |ila<i,|  fare  the  pa-.-iii;:  (ariia^'c  i>  riiir- 
!-rvil.  The  liMr.-r>  aiv  |ili.(|  with  ih,.  h-h.  ^^,u  naiml  a 
■ '  !'■  aii<l  crn-s  a  lincl-.'.  jniil  MicMmly  an.-i's  a  liivadfiil  ilm 
■•!  raxadcs  falhii.'  mi.-  iipdn  ;iiiuiiicr.  'I'hc  turivm  liv  one 
■M-htv  liniiiid  ha>  fivcd  ii~clf:  ii  >[,|its  iiitu  twcniv  falU  and 
-hivcrs  <.\cr  a  ih-.ii.-aiid  Ini-.'  I.ouldcr.-;  ii  ^parkl.-'  in  ;,  Imii- 
lind  j:ui.H-,>  over  a  iiia.-s  of  r.irk  fallen  t'lni,,  ||„.  cap  of  tlit- 
["alxs.  that  n-c  aimv.-  the  valley  into  the  exact  cfiilrf  cd"  tlio 
ii\:nc  X)   irn-i>in)|y    i.la.Mcd   Ky    the    tn(i>t    virde  of  nalnral 

.-••llcil'S. 

I!  yiMi  arc  wcil  ac  (|iiaiiit('d  uiih  thai  cnimtrv.  you  will 
("■■t:ni/c  in  the  ^Nrjuii;,'  jmnl  an  iina<:e  of  Kiniliu'/lovc  for 
:'  '    Duclii-.-,  and  in  tlic  ca-cadc,  leapinir  liki'  laridis,  liis  pns- 

■  'II  -liarrd  with  la  'I'inii. 

in  the  iiiid>t  of  thr>c  torrents  of  atrcctioii.  a  rock  was  up- 
!  ired  a;:aiii,~t  which  tlie  wave  was  .-liatlercd.  The  I'rinu, 
i    e  Sisyphns,  was  always  hi'iiealii  this  rock. 

■What   does   liu-    ;)iike   do   with   his   violin?"   tlio'.rrht  he. 

■  I 'o  I  owe  this  >ynipliony  to  him?  ' 

lie  nniiosoineil  himself  to  la  Tinti. 

■■l)ear  cliild.'  >ai(i  >lie,— she  saw  that  the  Prince  was  a 
Ii  .  re  child— "dear  child,  this  man.  who  is  a  hnndred  and 
<;i-htccn  in  the  i)an.~li  re;rister  of  Vice,  and  hut  forty-seven 
'■!!  the  hooks  of  tin-  Church,  has  left  to  him  but  one  last 
P  '  iMire  in  life.  Ye~,  all  i>  hrok(>n,  everything-  is  rnin  or 
!.L^^.  'J'he  soul,  the  mind,  the  heart,  the  nerves — all  within 
:  'ii  that  c-an  pro.liiee  an  ini[ml>e  and  bind  liini  to  heaven  by 
'  '  -ire  or  the  fire  <d'  pleaMiiv.  is  linked  not  ^o  mncli  to  music 
■   to  an   eU'ect    prodiKcd    hy   ninsi-— a    perfect    blendinj;  of 

-  voices,  or  of  one  voire  and  the  K  string  of  the  violin.  ^The 
•    :  ape  scats  hiin.-elf  on  niv  lap,  laki  ^  his  vi.din.  npon  which 

idays  tolerahlv  well,  and  produces  soumN  that  I  try  to 
:.  i-ale.  When  tlie  lomr-sounht-for  monicnt  arrives.  whi'U  it 
;-  impo»ihle  to  di-tine-uish  what  part  of  ilie  m..|odv  i<  from 
;•'■  violin  and  what  from  my  throat,  the  old  fellow  fails  into 
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an  cf-ta-v:  lii-  I'.ulin.ir  r\.'s  f.'lo\v  uitli  lluir  liniil  fir.'-.  \\v  is 
happv.  iiiMl  lir  n.ll>  alwMit  nvcr  tli.-  H-'ur  lik.-  a  .Inink-ii  ,uan 
Tliat"  i-  «!iv  h.'  i'.i\^  Cm. .v.—  s)  haii.l-MiM.^lv.     (i.'iiovc-^.'  i^ 
tl„.  Hilly  tciinr  uho'  can  .-.inriina-  l.lriul  \mi1i  th'-  tmibr.'  -.f 
„,\     vn'iu'.      KilluT     u"    <lo     rrall\     a|.iHua,li     .Mrli     uthcr-- 
(liiahtv.  oiKc  or  twicr  iii  an  r\iiini-.  ..r  ilir  l)r\r  fMncU's  thiit 
ne  <ln.     Tn  fiirth.-r  I  In.  uniiLMiiary  plraMii.'  h.'  lui-  .■npijrcl 
(a.n..v.•^,..     (irnc.v.-..    I.rlnn-^    to    luin.      Nm    th-aln-.lirrHnr 
rail  have  tliis  tninr  mi;-  witlioul  in.'.  ..r  nir  uiihniit  liim.    I  iir 
Ihikf  has  rcaiv.l  iiu-  t"  >ali-t'v  tliis  caprir,..  ami  to  him  I  owv 
my   taln.t.   tiiv   l..aiity   .'.wl.   inMluui.ir.ll\ .   iiin    I'nriuiir.     H.> 
uill  (lie  in  s-mii.'  aiiaVk   ..f  ihtI'.tI    liarninnv,     'V\u'  sen-.-  ^f 
hearin"  is  llu'  ..n'lv  niu-  that  l.as  >urviN.d  tlw  wiv.  ka^'.'  of  hi^ 
facnltirs.      It  is  tli.-  llnva.l  l.v  \vlu<h  Iw  .Im^-  h>  hU:      l->"m 
Ihat  rotten  stump  ^pro^lIs  a  vi-nr-iw  .Imni.  aini  1  am  mfnni.ra 
that  nianv  anothn-  man   i-  in  th.'  >am.'  .itnatmn.      May  the 
Ma.lonna'i-hH'M   ih.'m'.      I'.ul   von   will   man-  1..'  tlius.     ^  o.i 
will  always  hv  as  voii  ^-hoiiM.  I  know." 

TowanN   moniint:    Kmili'.  (luirtiv   !■  Ii    ihr   room,  only   to 
find  Carinauniola  a.-K.  p  arro>>  ihc  thn-hoM. 

'■Your  ili-hnr"."  >a!(l  th.'  ^'..ndolicr,  "tlw  liiirh(-s  had.- 
me  L'ivc  von  this  noic 

lie  \v.uu\vd  his  iiia,-t.r  a  dainty  little  nii.siv  t'ohl.d  tri- 
an-nilarlv.  The  I'rinee  uas  overronir.  lie  w.ml  ha.k  and 
sank  inti.  a  ehair.  for  his  eves  were  dim.  and  his  hands  trem- 
bled while  ho  read  liie  following': 

*-I)i;au  Kmii.io:— I  notice  your  irondola  in  front  of  your 
palace.  You  are  not  auaiv,  then,  that  the  Ihike  ha>  l.^iM-d  ii 
for  the  use  of  la  Tinti.  If  \ou  love  mc  t:o  at  once  to  \endra- 
niin's  mansion.  f-U'  he  telN  me  that  he  has  rc^c-ved  a  roniM 
there  for  v.m.  What  shall  i  do?  Can  1  hear  to  remain  w 
Venice  ami  face  mv  hn-hand  and  his  ^in-vr-;'  Shall  we_  m>l 
return  toL'ether  to  Kriuli?  An-w.T  me  in  a  «ord.  if  it  i^ 
onlv  to  tell  me  what  letter  it  wa,-  that  von  threw  into  th"  la- 


goon. 
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,  ihuu^an.i  iiir. i.>  111  ih.'  vu.ui^;  \ Viu'tiai.  >  ."-ul.        lie  Mm 

„f  ,,„  „n.iiv..i..i  i.>N.'  >i...i  >i>  M'i"'"^ •>"">■'  '•'.^- "" ""; '''"'; 

,i,  ,,th,   in   tlu-  .li>taiur.  .nllr.ir.l   111   a  b..itnn.l.'>-  IMM.I.  an.l 

,,,1:11-     llKi'     .1     -!■"■•       ''■'"•     lll^'u-I'l'Il.lr.l     \n"'''     '■'"''''     ""' 

,"t,,,r.    ui.uh    r.'ll    ropinu.    ,    f..r    111    ilu'    lan-unr   of 


.\iV\ 

,    |.|,.,|ia     1m,11>1      ill-     Wcrjilll;;.     r\rll     111 


\  1,..  \va-  pnu.Tl.>«  al  111.'  llwai.^i.l  -l'  In-  p>ini-  iIimmUn 


llrr     .-llUlllnT.-.       >ln' 


.    ,,|,  ^,,„,   I,,:,,,;, I   1,,,,,   in  an   atlitu.l.'  nf  -ri.'l.     Mu-  lluvw 

. .,    I   ;ii    1,1-   l,(  1   aii'l  finliracril   lii-  kiit'i''- 

■  I,,,,,  ,..,111.^  suur  nrK."  >:w\  Carina^znnla.  ra.-in-  llw 

''\\Mrli..,l  (ivatiuT,  v.a.  liavr  ninu.l  ii.-- :"  .Ticl  Ktuih... 
.,„,n...i.^  un  aii.l  M.n.ninu  Claniia  uill.  In.  tout 

-.i,,.  rinhra::.!  il  -•  airrrhnuab  Iv .  all  iIh'  wliil..  implonn- 
.,„,A,.lanali.Ml.viu.rlMok  ^  tin-  l.M-k  -f  ^  vv.vpni;:  Samanla.i 

„,,,  K,,,,!,...  |-nnu„M..^....  lunwir.nM.anMl.iilh'M';'^"" 
,inl  iM.i  wruii.'lit  Ins  .luNvi.fall.  rrpul-r,!  lur  l.v  a  brutal  kirk. 

■•^,,u   N.ui,       •   .nUl   I.K..   10  kill  yuu— u  i..Ti.h,  venomous 

n  !.u!'    '■"    lie    IT       I. 

II,.  ni-:..i  ipaii  the  ]K''air  and  to  lu- jjondola. 
••Aw.iv:"  lu'  rMlaimcd   to  ('ariiiairnola. 
•W  hith.  v'r"  a>k(Ml  llit-  old  jroiiiloliiT. 

••\\  hi'lr     \oU     will."'  , 

,■„,  ,,„,;i„i„.r  lathonud  his  niasttT  s  wishes,  and  pu  k-l 
>,,,,  l,v  maiiv  (k.ours  int..  llu'  ('aiian';:,uio.  I'.'l'o'v  tli.'  do-.r 
„,;,  ,,,,,„!.. rial  pala.r  wliul.  \..u  will  adi.uiv  wli.Mi  vou  ,u'o 
...  \-,.,  ,..-  ln^u..ll.■^^.•^|lu•rIK-l.■.■tM..-tol.  hisL'..n.l.>l;iat  Ik.-' 
,     I,;    „|-   ,1,,.-*.   .■aM.nicnis   .M.h   ornauu'nt.'.l    .liir.'ivnilv.   ar.l 

,,„li  with  .■arh  in  fanla^tM-  .l-'M-n.  with  ka!.  ..iim-  mvih- 

]^   v,vnwht  int..  llu'  tli.n.i.'M   hnr:  t..  mv  itir  mrn.i-  nid- 

,„  ,,,11.  >K'1hUt.  twiMrd  rohunn..  an.l  tli.'  >lrin--.-.,ai-.- 

,,,  .,  ,.hi-cl  ...  rapru-inii-  ihat  almost  anv  inia-niaiy  li-m- 

:.|i„.,l,.„.nrdmtlH.  aral..-|n.'>..f.Mc-h.t..!u..      ll..w  U.iu- 

,1    ,<  tin.  ..ntran.v!      And   uliat    an  air  of  niy-t.-ry^is    Hit 

,1„.  l„„,r  vault...!  .nni.l.-i-  l.Mdin-  to  tiir  stairway.      \  ho 

.,,uld  not  admire  .trp.  e-.v.Tr.l  will,  .■arin-ting  a~  durabl-  as 
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Venice  it?elt'.  ;is  rich  ;l^  tlic  t;i|ii-trv  (if  Turkey,  l)ut  made 
up  of  stones  inliiid  nil  wiiite  iiiiiililc  in  iiiiiinl'iilii  ilesi^ni.  Vdu 
would  be  pleased  with  the  <|uai!il  ni'iiaiiiem-.  liilded  like  tlio^' 
ef  the  ducal  jialaee,  which  ri^e  ahove  ynu  in  >iu-h  fa.-hion  that 
the  marvels  of  art  are  at  otiee  heneatli  your  I'l  it  and  over  yimr 
head. 

What  refrc>hin,ix  shade  I  What  sileni-el  Wh.n  cliarm! 
]?ut  also  what  sulcmnity  in  this  ancieiu  jialace,  v,-here.  lU 
order  to  please  Kinilio  and  liis  friend,  \ Cndranuni,  iiie 
I)uehe?s  had  collected  old  \'enetiaii  iuarhle>.  and  set  skilled 
hands  to  work  in  restore  the  ceiling's.  Here  X'enice  of  the 
olden  days  lived  again.  The  luxury  wa>  iKjt  iiundy  noble, 
it  was  instructive.  Here  the  andueologist  uouid  ii.ive  di?- 
covered  the  models  of  beauty  produced  In  ilic  Middli'  A-t-. 
which  patterned  after  Venice.  Here  nii-lil  he  seen  liie 
oriirinal  ceilings  of  woodwork,  covered  v.ith  lloral  de.-iLTiis 
in  <:iih\  on  a  tinted  background,  or  in  tints  on  a  uihl<'d  back- 
ground: al^o.  ceilings  in  gilded  >tucco  which,  in  i  adi  corinT, 
pre.-enlcd  a  scene  full  of  figun-s,  and,  in  the  middle,  the  in'.-t 
l.uautifid  fi'escoe.- — a  style  >o  expensive  that  ihr  l.ouvre  p">- 
sesses  but  two  of  the  kind,  aiul  the  lavi^hnc--  ,.f  Loui-  Xl\'. 
shraid<  from  >\\i\\  extravagance  for  N'cr.-aiib'-.  On  every 
hand,  marble  and  wood  and  velvet  were  ilie  niedmms  for  ihi- 
costly  W' ■!■!<. 

l''niilio  pu>lu'd  ojieii  a  (bior  of  carved  oak.  traver-ed  liie 
long  uallei'y  that  ran  llie  length  oi' e:,i  ii  ilnor  in  the  \'eiienaa 
palace,  and  stopped  b(d'iire  a  familiar  ilo  ii'  t'.at  can-ed  \<i< 
heart  lo  throb.  <  >n  seeing  him.  a  'adv  aiiendani  eitiei-'d 
from  a  large  drawing-room  and  sliMwcd  hini  into  a  >tii'iv. 
where  he  found  the  Diieiie-s  kiieeliim'  before  an  image  of  !::■' 
Madonna.  He  had  come  to  eoiife>s  all  and  seek  forgiveiu  >•:. 
Massimilla  at  prayer  converted  him.  He  and  (ioi! — no  oih  r 
object  dwelt  in  that  licar«^  ! 

The  Duchess  ro.-(>  up  unostentatiniwly  and  held  out  h' r 
hand  to  him.      He  ignor(<d  it. 

"So  liianbatti,-ta  did  not  I'nd  vou  vest^rdav!-  "  .-aid  .-he. 

"No." 
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'Tlip  niishiip  tiiuscd  me  n  wictdii  il  night.  1  was  afraid 
:^;ii  VDU  would  eiicouiUcr  llic  I»ukt',  uIm-c  dli-tiiKR'y  I  know 
■  .  vt'll.     Wliat  idea  had  NCinhainini  in  Irasinu:  your  palace?" 

••A  very  good  idea,  .Milhi.  Inr  vuiir  rrince  lias  scant  for- 


Massiniilla  was  >o  inautil'id  in  her  confidini:-.  so  radiant 
':  h'T  charin.  so  M'U'-possi'r-.-cd  lid'orc  Kinilio.  iliat  the  I'rince 
■  .liized.  all  at  once,  ihc  ipiic'a'iifd  sensations  of  that  ernel 
■i!''ain,  so  tormenting:  to  jMopji'  of  Hvidy  imagination,  in 
V.  inch,  after  having  come  into  a  hall-room  fnll  of  elegantly 
iifssod  women,  the  dreamer  >iiddenly  iinds  himself  nakeil. 
..  iiliont  so  niueh  as  an  undiT.-hirl.  Shame  and  ''read  torture 
iiim.  and  his  only  relief  i^  found  on  awaking. 

Thus  seemed  the  soul  of  JMiiilio  in  ilie  i)resenie  of  Ids  niis- 
:''-s.  That  soul  had  hitherto  heeti  clothed  in  the  fairest 
:ii>wers  of  sentinuMit.  hut  a  ilchaurh  had  [ilunged  it  into 
,:n  ignohk'  condition,  and  ln'  ahmc  I, new  the  secret;  for  the 
I'  ;iutiful  l-'lorentine  aeeord<'d  ^o  mativ  virttio  to  her  lover, 
I'i.ii  the  man  of  her  alfection-  \\a>  iiicapahle  of  the  slightest 
'■'■lilement. 

A-  Kmilio  had  n(>t  a(iv|itcil  lur  pioliiTed  hand,  the 
iMiL'hes.-  lifli'ij  it  to  run  her  liiiuvi-  thr"U'j:li  th(>  locks  that  la 
Tiiiti   had   (•are>sed.     Then   >l\:'   noticed   tliat_K^milio's__hand 

;-  moist  and  hi.-  In-ow  cl,im)p. 

•What  is  the  mailer?"  >ai(!  .-he  in  a  tone  made  tlute-like 
.  V  tenderness. 

"I  have  never  known  till  this  moment  of  the  depth  of  uiy 
.   .1'."  replied   h'.milio. 

■A\'ell,  dear  idol,  what  do  \on  wi-h?"'  she  (pieried. 

At  this  remark  Emilio's  very  existence  >eemec|  c-enteied  in 
i   -  heart. 

'What  have  I  done  to  cause  her  to  -;av  that?"  he  pondered. 

'"lanilio,  what  letter  was  it  that  vou  threw  into  the  la- 
,--..n?" 

'  That  of  Vendramini.  I  Iiad  not  finished  it,  else  it  would 
!;:!'. e  prevented  my  meeting  the  Duke  m  my  palace,  for  it  no 
i3  .iih<  advised  me  of  the  circumstance." 
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Massiniillii  grew  pale,  l)ut  a  gc>luie  from  Kiuilio  reasMircl 

Iier 

"liemain  with  iiie,"  f-lie  t^aid.  "We  will  <jj()  to  the  tlnatro 
tofrether,  ami  iittt  leave  tor  Kriuli.  Your  ])ivsLiice  will  proli- 
aljjv  aid  me  to  eiuliire  ihal  of  the  Duke.  " 

Though  thi<  would  he  a  lasting  toituiv  to  hrr  lover's  sou!. 
he  agreed  with  api)i:.uiit  joy.  If  anvtliiiig  can  yield  an  'dta 
of  what  the  dauined  undergo  on  lindiiig  t  he  mi. -elves  so  un- 
worthy heforo  (i'ld,  is  it  not  llie  state  of  a  young  man  hitherli] 
pure  hi  the  presence  of  a  revered  mislrer-s.  when  his  lips  yet 
smaek  of  intiilelity  and  h«-  earries  into  the  sauetuary  of  his 
eheri>hed  diviniiy  the  ]i.iHuted  atmospiieiv  of  the  munc-an? 
Raader.  who  in  his  treatises  explaiiu'd  tilings  celestial  hy 
means  of  erotie  eouiparisniis,  noticed  no  douht,  likr  Catholic 
writers,  the    .'•eat  resemhiame  Ijetweeii  eartiily  and  heavenly 

love. 

This  angui.<h  of  spirit  cast  a  mehnuholy  tone  over  the 
pleasure  felt  by  the  N'enetiaii  when  in  his  mistress"  society. 

A  woman's  intuition  has  incredible  aptitude  for  kindred 
emotion.  It  assumes  the  tint,  it  vibrates  with  the  note  of  her 
lover.  Tiie  pungent  relish  of  the  salt  of  co(|uetry  is  far  from 
enlivening  all'ection  to  ilie  e.Ment  that  does  the  gentle  unity 
of  feeling.  The  actions  of  a  coipiette  mark  too  wide  a  separa- 
tion, and  though  nKue.entary  are  iievertlieless  displeasing. 
But  this  sympathetic  rc>pon>e  betokens  a  constant  fusion  of 
hearts.  So  the  wretched  i'lmilio  was  saddened  by  the  silent 
divination  which  made  the  Duchess  lament  an  unknown  fault. 
Feeling  herself  strengthened  by  the  fact,  seeing  the  sensual 
side  of  her  affections  unas>aile(i,  she  could  allow  herself  to  la- 
tender.  Boldly  and  trustfully  she  pcuired  out  her  angelic 
spirit,  laying  it  i)are.  just  as  during  that  diabolical  night 
the  passionate  Tinti  had  revealed  the  soft  outlines  of  her 
bodv.  In  Emilio's  eyes,  there  was,  as  it  were,  a  struggle 
between  the  saiiitlv  love  of  this  soul  and  the  passion  of  the 
nervous.  high--^trunLr  Sicilian. 

The  day   was   spent    in   long   looks   exchanwd   amid   pro- 
found thought,      l-^ach  in  turn  sounded  the  depths  of  tender- 
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ncss  and  found  them  bottomless — a  result  that  suggested 
jnany  gentle  phrases.  :\l()desty,  that  goddess  who  in  a  mo- 
ment of  i'orgetfuliiess  with  Love  coneoived  Coquetry,  had  no 
'Kvasion  to  put  her  hand  over  her  eyes  at  sight  of  these  two 
:.ivers.  As  the  height  of  iiappiness,  the  limit  of  pleasure, 
Massiniilla  elasped  Kniilio's  head  lo  her  own.  and  a!  ntervals 
>wnt  so  far  as  to  press  lier  lips  to  his;  imt  it  was  more  like 
:;  >wallow  dipping  its  i)eak  in  the  limpid  water  of  a  streandet, 
liicanwhile  glancing  shyly  amund  lest  it  should  be  seen.  'I'heir 
imagination  wrought  upon  this  emi)raee  as  a  musician  de- 
\ilop~  a  theme  ly  (he  limiiless  resourees  of  nui>ic,  producing 
:!iiiiiiltuous.  resounding  echoes  that  fevered  them. 

')!'  a  truth,  Idea  must  be  master  of  Fact  ;  otherwise.  Desire 
'..ould  be  less  beautiful  than  Pleasure,  while  it  is,  in  fact,  the 
more  powerful,  for  it  begets  pleasure.  Indeed,  they  were  per- 
li'lly  eoiiient,  since  the  realization  of  pleasure  must  always 
i. ->cn  content  to  a  degree.  Weddtd  in  heaven  alone,  these 
uvo  admired  each  other  in  their  pnre.-t  nature — that  of  twin 
-Ills  llaming  and  iinited  in  celestial  glory,  a  si)ectacle  radiant 
'"  llie  eyes  opened  by  Faith:  and  tluy  were  tilled  with  the  in- 
Knite  delight  that  the  bru>h  n\'  a  Ifapliael,  a  Titian,  or  a  Mu- 
nllo  has  bnuiglil  forth,  a  delight  tasted  again  by  those  who 
'live  realizi'd  it,  at  the  view  of  her  caiva.^es.  IJut  as  for 
liiose  grosser  pleasures  la\i.-licd  by  the  Sicilian — the  nuiterial 
-iileof  this  angelic  union — >houl(l  tluy  not  be  di>daintd  bv  su- 
'•■■rior  spirits?  Tlius  ihougiit  the  Prince,  while  reposing  in 
iMiivenly  calm  on  the  cool,  white,  yielding  brt'ast  of  Massi- 
;^ilia,  uiuler  the  light  of  her  eye.>  ,-lieil  through  long,  glancing 
li^hes,  and  he  became  lost  in  the  realms  of  this  ideal  orgv. 
Miissimilla  became  to  him  one  of  tho.-^e  celestial  virgins  met 
vwih  in  drcims,  that  vani,-h  at  (o«k-crow.  but  are  recognized 
■''■hell  ne.\t  we  see  them  in  their  oun  {)ro[)er  realm  of  glorv — 
';  -oine  masterpiece  of  the  gnat  painters  of  heaven. 

In  the  evening  the  couple  rcjiaired  to  the  theatre.     Thus 
"11  V  life  in  Italy:  in  the  morning  lov(>,  in  the  evening  music, 
•1   night  sleep.     How  much   more  satisfactory  is  tliis  exist- 
ence to  that  in  a  country  where  everybody  wastes  his  lungs 
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and  his  strcnj^tli    in   politics,   withoiil    ( linn^Mii^',  by  his  un- 
aided ciTort,  tlio  pro-iv>s  of  a  mii-I.'  r\ciU   any  more  than 
a  grain  of  sand  can  make  a  cloud  of  du>t.     Liborly,  iu  these 
(lucer  countriiv,  consists  in  v  langlm^'  over  public  affairs,  in 
lookin.i;  out  for  oncV  dwn  intcrc.-ts,  and  m  frittering  away  the 
time  in  a  thon:-and  patriotic  occupations,  each  more  senseless 
than  the  one  before,  in  that  they  dcro-ate  the  noble  and  holy 
preservation  of  self  that  b.'^'cls  the  ,i:ran.K-t  of  things  hunuui. 
In  Venice,  on  the  other  hand,  love  and  its  inaiiif.dd  con- 
corns, a  gentle  occupation  of  real  delight,  seizes  and  lilis  up  the 
time.'    Love  is  so  natural  in  this  land,  that  the  Duchess  was 
rogardei.  a>  an  extraordinary  woman,  for  a!l  Ikt  ac<iuaintances 
knew  licr  to  be  unsullieil,  despite   lur  extreme  passion   for 
Kniilio.     .\nd  so  the  ladies  were  genuinely  sorry  for  the  poor 
youth,  who  jias-ed  as  a  victim  ti>  the  sanctity  vi  the  being 
he  loved.     Still   no  one  <larcd  blame  the   l)uchcs>;  since  in 
Italy  religion  is  a  i)ower  as  much  venerateil  as  is  love 

Kverv  evening  at  the  theatre,  .Massimilla's  box  was  \he  first 
towards  which  the  ::hisses  were  directed;  and  every   woman 
said  to  her  lover,  on  remarking  the  Duchess  and  lier  admirer: 
"ilow  far  along  are  they  hv  this  lime?"' 
The  lover  would  Mrutini/.c  Kmilio,  seeking  to  discover  in 
his  mien  some  look  of  happinc>>,  nnly  to  find  the  expression 
of  a  love  pure  and  sad.     Throughout  the  auditorium,  at  every 
box,  the  men  who  paid  their  rcspect>  woidd  say  to  the  ladies: 
'i^a  I'alaneo  is  not  yet  l-".milio's."" 

"She  is  making  a  mistake,"  rejoined  ihe  elderly  ladies. 
"She  will  weary  him.  " 

"Fur.ic!  (perhap>),""  reidied  the  younger  ladies,  with  the 
solemn  emphasis  which  Italian  women  put  upon  this  great 
^vord— a  general  an>wer  to  many  things  that  fallow  here. 

Some  of  the  women  were  provoked:  they  considered  this 
a  bad  example,  ami  said  that  tiie  province  of  religion  was  not 

to  stille  love. 

'•Why  do  vol!  not  love  i-'.milio.  my  dear?"  whispered  la 
Vulp^Mo  to  the  Duchess,  nu  meeting  her  on  the  >iairway  to  the 
exit. 
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"Dut  I  do  l<ivc  liiiii  with  all  my  inijiht,"  she  answered. 

''Tiion  why  dm  ■-n't  lie  look  iiappy?" 

A  slight  <hvwj:  of  tlio  .-hoiddtTs  \va>  the  Duclic-s"  only  reply. 

Wo  in  I'VaiKc — -ci/id  with  a  .LTowirii,'  mania  for  I'lnglidi 
ethics — cannot  <iiiuoi\c  df  ihc  .-crions  wav  in  uhidi  \'cn('tiau 
-•(•icty  pric<l  into  thi-  \<>\r  ■aIY:<it.  \'ciidiMmin  alone  knew 
lliiiilio's  secret.  It  u.i~  eh»cly  kept  iietwei'n  theM'  two  who 
had  united  their  coat.-  of  arms  witli  the  motto:  "Xon  amid, 
Inilrcs." 


Tho  opcninLT  of  an  operatic  season  is  a  groat  event  in 
\  eniee,  as  in  all  the  other  principal  cities  of  Italy.  For  which 
ii-n.-on  the  Fen  ice  wa:-  packed. 

The  live  iioiii>  of  the  night  thai  are  spent  at  the  opera  j)lay 
>o  large  a  i)art  in  Italian  life,  tli.it  it  is  worlli  while  to  e.\- 
[ihiin  the  enstom>  that  have  ari.-eii  through  this  wav  of  pass- 
ing tlie  time. 

In  Italy  the  l)o\es  are  different  from  tho.se  of  other  lands, 
HI  the  respect  that  el-cwiicre  the  women  wish  to  i)e  seen,  while 
the  Italian  women  rather  prefer  to  keep  in  the  hackground. 
Tlie  boxes  are  long  and  narrow,  ending  in  one  angle  f;ieii.^_ 
the  stage,  and  another  facing  th(>  corridor.  A  sofa  is  placed 
I'U  each  side,  heside  an  armcliair — one  heing  for  the  owner 
"f  the  i)o.\.  the  other  for  her  guest,  when  .-he  hrings  one.  wiiich 
i>  seldom.  V.nvh  woman  is  too  niiuli  engrossed  in  her  own 
tio\,  to  make  calls  on  others  or  to  wi-h  to  see  them.  She  does 
!!ot  care,  also,  to  hring  in  a  po-sih!e  rival.  So  an  Italian 
■•voman  almost  always  reigns  alone  in  her  hov.  There  the 
iiiotiiers  are  never  domineereil  !  tlieir  daughters,  iMid  the 
':aughters  are  never  iiotlicn'd  hy  their  mothers.  Thus  the 
>omen  have  with  thetn  nniher  ciiildron  n(u-  parents  to  criti- 
■  !-e  them,  or  watcli  them,  or  bore  tlieni  iiy  interrupting  their 
'  'Hversation. 

Al!  the  boxes,  from   the  froni.  an'  draped  in  silk  of  simi- 

M-  color  and  design,      l-'rom  this  drapery   h.ang  curtains  of 

■ill'  same  color,  which  remain  clo.-ed  wlien  the  familv  to  whom 

;he  l)ox   helongs  is  in  mourning.     Wiih  few  exceptions,  and 
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tlm-e  only  iit  Mihin.  t!i<'  l'"X^-  aiv  nut  li-liti-d  from  withm. 
Tlicy  iirrilliMiiiiiiili '1  rr"in  llif  >l;i;^i'  ami  froni  a  lii>liv  that, 
in  /pite  of  lively  pmtr-t-.  iia-  lircu  ])iaer(l  111  i1k'  liou.-es  lu 
?.ii!!c  Imwms.  r>iit.  l!ianl-.s  to  tlic  cMriains.  tlir  Imxos  an"  still 
Irft  in  uloMiu,  and  tiny  aiv  n.  nrnin.LTcil  that  the  backs  arc 
,la,:.  cnnn-h  to  make  it  Iianl  tn  sr,  what  i-  ,-nin-  on  withm. 
'i'l.e  l.oxcs  will  hoM  i'i.ltIu  or  UV-  The  han,--in.^s  are  ef 
riehe.-l   ^ilk.  and   ihe  ceilinu's  are  j-amled   and   decorated   in 

liuiit.    I'lca^ini:   tint>.     'I'lii'   w !""rk    is   ^dlded.      Icos   and 

,dicihet>  and  swceinMais  are  .Mr\cd  here.  Init  it  is  only  the 
niidd!e-(!a>s  tliat  |iartakes  ol'  aiiythm-  more  ^nh-tantlal. 
Kacii  hov  is  landed  proiKTly  of  eon-iderahle  \alne,  some  heiiij,' 
estimated  at  thirty  thon.-and  livres.  Ai  Milan  the  Litia 
family  had  a  suite"  of  tiiree.  'I'he-e  I'aets  indicate  the  ^'reat 
ii:i]M.r;ance  attached  to  this  detail  of  lei.-nre  hour:^. 

(  cnversitioi!  lord>  it  in  tlu>  jilacc,  called  hy  Stendhal— oiif 
,,f  the  he-l  po-ted  men  on  Italian  miMiiier— a  littk-  drawing- 
room  who>e  window  opened  out  (ui  the  i)it.  Really,  thn 
imi>ic  and  scenery  are  purely  accessory,  the  chief  interest 
centerin.n  in  th(>  "conversations  here  held,  in  the  great  epi- 
sodes orpillantry  rurthered,  in  liie  rendezvous  all'orded,  and 
in  the  stories  and  L'os;-ip  allowed. 

The  theatre  is  an  inexpensive  reception  wh-re  the  whole 
social  world  can  study  and  amu.-e  itself 

The  men.  admitted  into  a  ho\,  are  placed  in  the  order  of 
their  entrv  on  one  or  the  other  <d'  the  M.fa-.  The  lirst  conuT 
naturally  take?  his  seat  he>ide  the  inistn--  of  tiie  box.  I'-at 
when  both  sofas  arc  occu[iied.  if  another  call-r  enters,  the 
one  who  first  came  conclud>'s  his  conversation  and  cxcii-es 
himself.  All  then  move  up  on(>  place,  and  occupy  iu  turn 
the  seat  next  the  sovercii,ni. 

This  idle  talk,  this  serious  di^cu^.-ion.  this  ele.irant  triviahiy 
of  Italian  lif(>  is  jios-^ihle  only  in  ^oine  Lreneral  intimacy.  The 
ladv  mav  be  in  ftdl  dress  or  not,  as  die  choose-  ;  she  is  so  niu<h 
at  home  here  that  a  stran.Lfer  proonted  to  her  in  her  box  m.iy 
po  the  next  dav  to  call  on  her  at  her  house.  The  traveler  can- 
not at  first  understand  this  life  of  relined  drdlying,  this  dolce 
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jar  nientc,  inlaid  witii  mclniiy.  (.)iiiy  a  protracted  fojouni 
,ind  keen  (iljscrvation  can  reveal  to  him  the  real  iiieaninf;  of 
Italian  manners,  which  re>eniiile  the  pure  .^ky  of  the  land, 
where  the  wealthy  will  not  l)ronk  a  cloud.  The  nobleman  is 
indill'erent  about  the  management  of  his  fortune;  he  leaves 
the  direction  of  iiis  property  to  his  >tewards  (nvjinnnti),  who 
rob  and  ruin  him.  He  has  no  in-tiiicl  for  politic?,  which 
.iiiickly  bore-  him;  he  live-  for  passion  alone,  and  that  oc- 
rupies  all  his  tini(>.  Ifence  the  need  for  the  lady  and  her 
lover  to  be  always  in  each  other's  society,  in  order  to  satisfy 
cir  to  retain  their  nuitual  hold;  >inee  the  ^'reat  object  is  to 
keep  the  lover  at  one"s  beck  and  call  for  fiv(^  hours,  after  hav- 
ing: mcnopolized  him  throuixhout  the  mornin.t:.  Thus  Italian 
life  viehN  a  contiinial  deliu'ht,  while  necessitatinj:  a  study  of 
liu'  correct  means  to  maintain  it.  thou;:!!  hidden  under  a 
-eemint,'  abandon.  It  is  a  great  life,  but  a  costly  one.  for  in  no 
it  her  land  ari'  encountered  so  many  enervated  men. 

The  box  of  the  Duchess  was  on  the  lower  floor — called  in 
V'(  nice  the  jirpiano.  She  always  .sat  in  such  a  way  as  to  re- 
■  eivc  the  light  from  the  stage,  so  that  her  handsome  head, 
-nftly  illuininiited,  might  stand  out  in  the  dim  background, 
riie  Florentine  riveted  the  attention  by  her  expansive  brow, 
white  as  snow,  and  crowned  t)y  plaits  of  black  hair  that  gave 
her  an  air  trulv  ntyal  :  by  the  relined  tranquillity  of  her  fea- 
lures.  recalling  the  tender  nobleness  of  the  heads  painted  by 
\ndrea  del  Sarto;  by  the  jn-ofile  of  her  face  and  the  setting  of 
her  eves:  and  by  tho>e  velvet  eye>  theni.-elves.  bespeaking  the 
rapture  of  a  woman  (Ireaniiu!:  of  ha])pi!iess.  still  pure  thougli 
i'lving,  and  at  the  -anie  time  beautiful  and  majestic. 

instead  of  Masr.  in  whuii  la  Tinii  and  Cienovese  were  to 
!;ave  made  their  joint  dr''Ut.  //  ll'irlticn'  \.as  j)reseined.  and 
iiie  tenor  -aiiL''  without  tlie  celebrated  prima  domia.  'i'iie 
in|)re.-iirio  announced  that  he  bail  been  ol)liged  to  ctiange  the 
i^ill  on  account  of  the  indi-pnsition  of  la  Tiiiti.  and  indeed 
i 'like  Cataneo  was  not  to  l)e  seen.  Was  th:^  a  -hifty  bit  of 
'idculating  on  the  part  of  the  impresario  to  obtain  two  full 
i  |)U^^■s.  Ity  making  Genovese  and  (.'larina  appi'ar  .-eparately.  or 
i8 
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was  la  Tinti".-  Miliiuni  nal  r  While  ilic  pit  mii:!it  find  it  a 
.eiihjcft  I'lir  ilchiiti'.  I'Jiiilio  |ici>-ilily  kiH'W   till'  truili.      I'lUi  al- 

thoU^^ll     tllf    llcU>    i)f    hrl'    nHli>|in-llliiii    iMll-iil     lllMl     .-nllie    ft.'- 

iiior.-f.  ulifii  ln'  iTcillnl  llic  >iiiui-r'-  liiaiily  ami  lu>  own 
l)rutalily,  tlii>  dual  ali-iinc  |miI  Ik.iIi  llir  I'riinr  and  tlir 
l)U(■h^.-^  at  tlu'ir  caM'.  And  (icnuM-r  ^an-  iiidrrd  in  a  wav 
to  di>>i]iat('  till'  nicniorv  ot'  llial  iiii|inrc  r\rniiit:  and  incrra,-c 
tlic  pure  ddi^dit  of  ihr  iili>>lul  day. 

Ilajipv  to  l)c  alone  and  to  rc(fi\o  {]]>■  iindi\idid  plaudit.-, 
tlu;  tfiior  u.-ed  to  tl'e  jji-l  advantai'-c  the  talent  that  lia.-  siuee 
won  a  lOufopeaii  repiitat  ion.  ( leiio\e-e.  ilini  In  it  twenty -three. 
had  been  iiorii  at  i')erL'aino  ;iiid  tiaiih'd  l»v  X'eluti.  He  wa> 
passionati'K'  devoted  to  his  art,  wa>  well  made.  o|'  plea-inj^  ap- 
pearance, and  ipiiek  in  L^ra-piiiLr  tlie  spirit  o|'  Ins  role: — t'ort'- 
tcllin^'  already  the  LMvat  arti.-t  defined  to  um  fame  and  for- 
tuiK'.  lie'  had  a  wild  >iue.-,- — a  term  that  i-  exact  only  in 
Italy,  where  the  recomiition  reaches  an  imlescribahle  frenzy 
for  tlio  >in^^'r  who  j.nves  perfect  .-ati-faction. 

Son'e  of  the  I'rince's  friend-  came  t'l  eoni:ratidate  hii!'.  on 
his  inheritance  and  to  di-(ii:->  the  iiew.-.  Only  the  e^enini,' 
before,  Duke  ("ataiuD  had  taken  la  'I'lnti  to  a  reeepiion  at  la 
Vnipatn's,  where  she  had  >unL',  anii  at  that  time  >he  was  lip- 
pnrently  as  >tron^f  as  lier  voice  was  beautiful.  This  hatched- 
up  sickness,  iherefm'e.  excited  much  comment.  .\,  t  •)rdiii,ir 
to  the  rumors  in  Cafe  Florian.  (ieno\i'M'  wa-  M'cntly 
enamored  of  la  Tinti;  she  \\i>hed  thu-  to  repres.-  ,  i-  declara- 
tions of  love;  and  the  manap'r  could  not  piu'suade  them  to 
appear  totrether.  Hut  the  Au,-trian  Liciicral  had  it  tliat  the 
Duke  was  the  sick  one.  that  la  Tinti  was  nur>in,e;  him.  and 
that  (ieiiovese  had  been  commi.-sioncd  to  -ali>fy  the  auilieiice. 

The  Duchess  owed  this  visit  of  the  .ucneral  to  the  arrival 
of  a  French  ])hysician  who  had  wished  to  !)e  pre-cuted  to  he)'. 
The  Prince.  perceiviuLT  X'endramini  wandci-imr  around  the  pit. 
went  out  for  a  conlidential  chat  with  hi;-  friend,  whom  he  had 
not  .-^een  for  three  months;  and  while  they  proiuenaded  alon- 
the  aish>  betwc  .i  the  l)anks  of  >eat>  in  the  pit  anil  the  lower 
boxes,  lu'  had  an  opportunity  to  ob.-erve  the  l)uclies>"  reception 
.,1'  .1...   1',. ,...:.,, 
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"Who  is  tliis  Frt'iuliiiiiiii  !-'■  ihc  I'riiiri-  iiKiuirt'd  of  Voiulra- 
iiiiii. 

•'A  [iliy-iciaii  ^tiiiiinniiiMl  liy  (■iiliiino.  wlm  \vant~  to  know 
linw  iiiiicli  loniicr  lie  ha>  tn  li\i',  TIh'  FriMiclmiim  l-  now  wait- 
in;,^  for  Malfalti,  willi  uhnm  lie  i-  to  Imld  a  (•"ii-iiltation." 

Like  all  Italian  wnmi'ii  wlioai'c  in  Inv,  tlu'  Diichi'-^  iicvor 
I'.iik  Iht  ('yi'~  nil'  (if  IliiiilKi;  fur  in  ilmt  couniry  a  wnniaii 
_'ivcs  hcr-cll'  iiM'f  Ml  ciiiiiplcli'lv.  that  it  i.-  (lilUcull  to  catfh 
■  111  ('\|irc~-i\c  'jlanrc  in  any  ntlicr  (lir'i'rii.iti. 

"Cum."  ~ai(l  ilic  I'rin(c  In  \'i'nili'ainiii.  "rciiicuilHT.  I 
-!a\i'(l  with  yiHi  last  ni.ixht." 

"Have  ynii  wiin  !'"  >ai(l  \'tiuiratnin.  puttiiiu  liis  arm  arouiul 
|]iiiili<i",-  uai>t. 

"Nil."  it|ilic{l  I'liiiiiii),  "hut  some  dav  1  liopc  to  he  happy 
with  .Ma~,-iinilla." 

"W'rII,"  replied  Marco,  "you  will  he  the  nio>t  ciiviahlc  fclh)w 
"n  earth.  'I'hc  Durhe-s  i-  the  nin~t  aei'niiijdi.-hed  woman  in 
ltal\  'I'm  me,  seeiiiu'  tliinjrs  as  1  do  thrmmh  the  hazy  light 
"f  n|iiiim.  >hc  has  appeared  as  the  hii;lie-t  expression  of  art. 
I'lr  really  nature  ha-  made  nf  her.  nn>ii>pei'tiii,irly.  a  I{af)hac'l 
pnrtrail.  ^'(lHr  passion,  aUd.  is  not  (ji,-|i!easin.i:  to  the  Duke, 
uho  has  turned  over  to  me  for  you  a  thousand  orowns."' 

"l->ut,  whatever  you  hear.  I  am  spendim:  t'Very  night  at 
\oi;r  hou-e.  Come,  for  I  \ery  minute  I  spend  awav  from  !ier, 
\\\\i-\\  I  could  lie  hy  her  side,  is  torment." 

Ivuilio  took  hi-  -eat  in  the  rear  of  t!u  l)ox  ami  remained 
-ilent  in  his  corner,  ii-teiiing  to  the  I)uc!iess  and  deliirhting 
in  her  heauty  and  wit.  it  was  on  his  account  and  not  tliroiigh 
\anitv  that  Ma-,-imilla  di-plaved  the  charm  of  her  conversa- 
tion, fraught  with  Italian  wit,  ir'  which  sarcasm  descended 
upon  things  and  not  persons,  hadinaiic  struck  laughalije  topics, 
M'ld  .\ttic  salt  sea-oueil  ih..  verie-t  trilles.  .\nvwhcre  else, 
i:i  Calariei,  miu-ht  havi'  lici-n  tire-nuie:  the  Italians  are  end- 
'leiiily  iiitelligeiit.  and  iia\i'  -mail  de>ire  to  displav  that  int(d- 
'iL'eiice  nnsensonahly.  With  them.  uivtu'sation  is  coherent 
lid  eirortless;  it  is  n<'ver  (arried  on,  a^  in  l-'raiice.  \inder  the 
lead  of  a  fencing-master,  where  eacli  one  flourishes  his  foil, 
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ami  where  lir  who  has  nothin.i,'  [>>  -ay  is  humiliated.  If  in 
Italv  e(iiiver-atiiiii>]iarkle>.it  i-  ihrnn-h  a  -.'eiitle  aiul  chiirtniii;^ 
satire  that  pi.iv-  -ru  ■  IHIIv  with  well-kii'iw  n  fact-  ;  and  insteail 
iif  a  cniiii.niiiii-iii;.'  epit^ram.  the  Italian-  have  a  way  <>t'  jriviii;,' 
a  Idok  nr  a  .-mile  nf  imle-eriliable  meaning'.  'I'd  liave  tn 
i'aiiiniii  idea-  wliiii  lliey  -eek  I'elaxatinn  I,-.  aeei>r(liii;,r  to  them, 
a  horc ;  ami  llp'y  are  iiu'ht. 

Indeed,  la  \'nlpal(i  did  -av  to  la  Calanen:  "11'  you  loved 
him.  vou  uniild  niii  talk  so  will. 

I'lniilio  took  no  part  in  the  i  uu  verbal  ion  ;  he  only  li>ten(d 
jind  looked.  IIi<  n-irve  had  eaii-ed  many  who  diil  not  know 
liim  to  think  the  I'riiK-e  a  d'lll  tV!l,.w— ihe  ii-iial  impre.-sion 
coneerninu  a  lovedorn  .'laliari — whiTe.-i-  he  \\a-  >inipiy  a  lover 
huried  uji  to  his  iieek  in  deli'_dil. 

\'eiulraniin  toek  hi-  ^al  hv  Mmilio's  -ide.  oppo-ite  the 
Frenchman,  who,  as  a  stranger,  retained  hi-  place  in  the  corner 
facinj^  the  l)uehe-<. 

"Is  that  .irentleman  iiUoxiealed  :""  asked  the  physician  in  an 
asiidc  to  Ma>.-imilla.  after  lookiin:  X'ciidramin  over. 

'"Yes."'  replied  ^he  .-imply. 

In  this  land  of  ]ias-iiin.  every  hahit  carries  with  it  its  own 
excuse,  and  an  admirahle  Ifiiieiiey  is  -howii  toward  fault. 
The  l)ucht>>s  si^died  dee|dv,  and  an  e\pres-ion  of  hidden 
grief  flitted  across  her  face. 

'"In  our  countrv,  one  ^ees  stram^e  thiiii:-,  mon-ieiirl  \  en- 
drainin  i-  addicted  to  opium:  this  one  is  a  devotee  of  love; 
that  one  is  wrappeil  nji  in  science:  nio-t  of  the  wealthy  youth 
court  dancers:  and  the  old  men  hctard  ;-'-old.  In  one  way  or 
another,  all  of  n-  piir-iie  hajipincss  or  e,\ee-s,  ' 

'•That  is  hccau-e  all  of  you  wish  to  di-ahu-i-  yourselves  of 
some  n.xed  idea  that  a  revoluti(m  would  r.idically  c.ire."  re- 
plied the  ]ihysician.  "The  (lenocsc  re.irrets  hi-  repulilic.  Tiie 
Milanese  de-ire>  hi>  iiHlejiendence.  The  I'ietlnioiite-e  jonirs 
for  a  con-titutioiial  i^'overnment.  'l"he  IJomaLrna  pines  for 
lihorty ■' 

'•'idiat  he  know-  nothiiiL'  about."  .-aid  the  Duchess.  "Alas! 
that  he  ,-hould  hail   from  a  countrv  so  insensate  as  to  desire 
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\mil    Ptiipid   cli.irtrr   thai    .lr-iro\~   the   infhionoc  of  women! 
MM>t  of  iiiv  cniiiiirv  iihMi  wiiiit  \'>  rend  your  Fn-nch  jtroduc- 

'inll UScIc-S  >tllll'  .UhI    I|nl|>rtl^(' " 

"I    S('lc.->  I"  iTicd   lllr   |ill\.-|(iail. 

■•()i|(l>.  -ir.  ulial  rail  ymi  tiiid  in  a  Imok  licltcr  than  what 
uc  earn  in  nuv  luarl-  '      Italy  is  mad  !" 

'■|  do  not  M  (■  uhy  a  pi  oplc  >hould  Im'  tliou<rht  mad  hrcaust' 
i!  wants  to  I)-'  it-  own  iiia>icr.    said  lie. 

"Merciful     heaven  I"     ivplird    the     Duchess.    eii('rj.'('ti('allv. 
"Docs  it    not    mean   [layin,:,'  the  j.ncc  (d"  heavy  bloodshed   for 
the  ri.irht  to  (pi.irrel.  a-  ymi  dn.  o\,.r  crazv  ideas?"' 
"Then  you  liclieve  in  i!e-.p<]t  i-ni  I" 

"U  iiy  should  I  iiMi  l.clicve  in  a  system  of  ;_'overnmcnt  which. 
I'V  freein;.'  u-  from  Itooks  and  di.-^ni>tiii,u'  polities,  leaves  the 
men  entirely  to  ii>  women  ?" 

"1  had  thoii::ht  Italians  more  patriotic  than  that,"  f^aid  the 
frenchman. 

The  I)nelie-s  lauiilied  >o  vuhtilely  that  her  interviewer  couhl 
net  disiiiiLMii-li  her  raillery  from  truth.  ii(;r  her  serious  ojjiuion 
li'-m  ironical  critiei-m. 

''.'vi  you  are  not  a   Liberal  ?""  said  he. 

"Heaven  save  nie  I  .-aid  -he.  "1  know  of  nothintr  in  poorer 
taste  than  for  a  woman  to  have  .-\ii  h  an  opinion.  Would  you 
Iike.i  Woman  who-e  Inart  wa-  biu' eimuudi  for  all  the  world?" 

"Tho.>-e  who  love  are  iy  nature  aristocrats,"  wa.s  the  .\us- 
trifin  general's  siuilint:  eoiiimenl. 

'i'poii  eiiteriiiL'-  the  theatre."  continued  the  Frenehinan, 
"I  .-aw  you  fir-l  (d'  all  ;  and  I  remarked  to  His  i-]xcellcnev  that 
:l  it  were  eiven  to  any  woman  to  repre-ent  a  eountrv,  that  wo- 
man wa.-  yourself,  'i'li,'  i^i'iiiii-  (d'  Italy  seemed  to  shine  forth 
n  y(Ui :  but  I  not,,  with  re::ret  that  allhouixli  vou  (li>plav  its 
physical  charm,  you  have  not  it.,  true  ^plrit — constitutional, 
:  Mat  is.""  he  added. 

"Are  you  n,,t  m  duty  bound.""  -aid  the  Duchess,  indicating 
■iie  ballet  on  the  >ta_'^e.  "to  find  our  dancers  detestable  and  our 
-iiuer-  execrable  y  Paris  and  f.ondoii  pilfer  all  our  great 
'.lient  from  us.  I'ari-  critici-e-  it  and  l.ondon  pay>  for  it. 
iMiio\e.-e  and  la  'riiui  will  not  ctav  with  us  tix  mouthi!.'' 
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At  tlii-  jiinriiiii'  till-  ;ri'iunil  i\i  u-nl  Inmsi'If.  I'pori 
which,    \'i'iiilr;iiiiiii,    tlir    I'niKr,   hihI    tuo  dthrr    llaliiiiis  ex- 

fhllll;_'i'i|   -llllir-.  jilld   i.'lanri  »  ,ll    I  hr  .  \]Mll-r  (if  tile    |''rr[lill   phv- 

siciaii.  Oil  lii-  |i,irt.  in'  iVlt  uium-v  aii'!  -  Miiiicilniii,'  riirc  in 
I-"nnr!iMcii — tli(iii:;lit  hr  h.id  liluinlircil -.  hut  il  \va-  not  loiijr 
hcf"iv  tlic  ciiiL'rna  \\  a-  -dUnl. 

"|)n  VDU  think."  -, ml  IjiiiIih.  ••thai  il  umild  he  priiilrril  fnp 
lis  til  ^|)i'ak  I'rrt'K  hfT'ifr  mir  In  lb  r-?" 

"\n\i  arc  ill  a  la'ul  nf  -hi\i-."  iv|i|ii.l  the  I  iiichr--.  with  an 
iiillcc-tioii  ami  an  all  ii  iph'  l  hat  -mjili  iil\  lmv  hir  thr  c'\|iM'-.iiin 
the  |iliy-Miaii  had  i'aih'd  lu  liiid.  ""  \'cndranii  ri,"  ,-lic  (diii  imiril. 
s|n'akiiiLr  -i>  a-  iu  \>f  luaid  mih  liv  thi'  -iraii.'ir.  "hcLraii  Im 
Mimki' ci[iiinii  -  all  r\ii  idi'a  -iiLTL^'-t'd  h\-  an  h!!i'..'li>lnMaii  wUn, 
for  iiiluT  rca-iiii-  lli.in  In-,  d. -irnj  an  t  a-\  d^atii  -ii'il  that 
viilL'ar  ili'ath  tn  whidi  v.ai  have  ^imii  (he  ^\lllh^l  nj'  a  skcji'- 
tnn,  lint  draili  (lad  in  fiiriii'lnw  -  \Mn  |hii|i1c  in  i'"ranri'  call  a 
11a;:— a  inaidi  n  (rtiuiird  \\iih  II.umt-  and  laiirds.  She  ap- 
pears in  the  .-iniikr  id'  an  cxpln-inn.  hnrni'  ahdl  on  a  cannon- 
hall.  i<r  I'l'cliiiiiiL''  nil  the  cijiiih  'it'  a  cniirlc-aii  ;  auaiii  slie 
a.-<'cnd-  in  the  fun:.-  nl'  liie  pnnch-huwl  ur  the  .-cintillatiiii; 
vii|iiir  id'  a  diaiiiiiiid  -till  in  a  carhfinifcrnii-  -tate. 

"\\  hrii  \endraniin  m)  de-ire-,  he  can.  fur  three  Austrian 
livre-.  ( iiii>tiiiiie  hini-elf  a  \'enetiaii  ;:eiieral.  m-  cuiiinialHi 
the  ;,'allev<  (d'  the  ifepulilic.  nf  niardi  to  ciiiii|iier  the  LTildcd 
cupolas  id"  ('on>lantiniinle.  Then  '■  ii;  hdl  •'•  the  divans 
in  the  seraL:l!().  .-iirriMinded  li\'  the  hareiii  of  liie  Sultan,  ulm 
is  now  the  servant  of  hi.-  Wiietian  coiii[iier(ir.  lie  returns 
laden  with  spoils  from  the  'rurki.-h  Minpirc,  to  rotorc  his 
t>\\]\  palace,  lie  fivr-akes  tiie  women  .if  the  nrieiit  for  tlic 
douhlv-nia.^ki'd  intri,L,Mic.-  of  hi-  dear  \eneiiaii-,  and  dreads 
tlu'  outcome  of  a  jealon>y  that  dues  nut  e\i>t.  |-"or  tlirco 
:ii-iif,:ii/s,  he  is  tran>piirted  to  the  Cnuncil  of  'j'en,  wield.-  there 
the  ternlile  puuer  m'  jndii  .itnre.  i>  enLrro--ed  in  ail'airs  of 
.-tate,  and  lea  v.-  tin'  !  Mual  I'alace  only  to  -Inniher  in  a  irondola 
L'narded  hv  two  lamhenr  eve-,  nr  to  i  limh  a  h.ilcnnv  t'roiii 
which  a  fair  hand  ha-  luin;.'  a  ;ilken  ladder.  lie  liive>  a  wo- 
man to  whom  oprarn  .ixives  a  touch  of  jioetic  iliarni,  wanting 


MASSINfll.I.A  DON! 


270 


111  us  fithcr  woiiicn  u\  lli  -h  .iml  1.|m.„|.  All  at  cine  he  turns 
^ii'l  finds  InniM  !f  Cur  in  f.ii.'  uiih  a  ijivadful  M'tiat^r  armed 

ilii  a  pitfiard.  Hi-  ln'.ir-  ihr  uiaf">n  |iliin;:('  into  Ins  rnis- 
:rr«-."  Iicari.     She  dir-    .  th  ;i  -iiiilr.  i^r  -he  ha.-  -avrd  hini. 

••She  1,  iiidi-'-d  li.i|';i\."  anldr.!  in,,  jlii,  li.--,  l,M,kin_'  at  tlic 
!'!  niic. 

■■"'•  t'-ra|H-  and  lia-lrii-  i..  Ii.i.l  ih,.  |  •.ilmat  lan-  in  the  con- 
'iiie-t  of  tile  lll\nan  huid.r-.  |..r  hi-  h.'|M\,(|  v'tiihe.  Ihs 
Mine  pni.iire-  hi>  iiaidmi.  .mA  In-  nniin-  in  ih.'  jii\-  <<{  ,{,,- 
nii'^tic  lile:  a  heailli-tuiii'  ni\  a  \n  inicr"-  cvi  lilllL^  a  S'iiiiil'  wife 
iu\  ehaMiiiiiL;  eliildrrii.  uhn  uur.-hip  .il  San  M.inu  under 
■  he  care  nf  all  uM  tiur-e. 

■■^•-.  l"i'  tine,'  |i\r'-'  u.,rlh  nf  ij|hiiiii  he  lllls  ,,ur  eiiiplv 
ir-eiial.  he  -ii|ieiiiiieiid-  the  iJoiiiL'  and  (umin-  ..f  cunvovs 
•I  l'rei;^hi  -eni  ny  (ihiaiii'd  i.\  i he  tmir  cnrner...  nt'  the  earth. 
I  he  luree.-  uf  niMderii  ii](hi-!i\  im  luiiiier  wield  their  inarvel- 
"ll.s  llltlllellre  ill  Lnlidnll,  hut  III  \'eniee.  where  are  reeiin- 
-iriieted   the  liaiit.'in.i'-  .garden-  df  Seimraiiii-^,  the  'reiiiple  of 

•  h  riisalerii.  and  the  wonder-  nt'  l.nine. 

'■|'"iiially,  he  hriii'i-  ahniil  liie  aL:::raiidi/eiiient  of  the  .Middle 
A^c.s  by  the  p.iu.'r  i>(  -tiaiii.  \>y  the  lU'W  nia.>terpieee>  of  art, 
!''i-tcre(l  liy  \'eni(e  a-  .-he  fo-iered  it  of  old.  Monument.s  and 
'!ation>  crowij  into  his  narrow  hrain.  where  all  find  room, 
uith  t'lnpires,  cities,  and  revolution.-  that  pre>s  forward  and 
•^■iiiish  in  a  few  inoiueiii-,  leaviML'  Wniee  alon"  to  wax  '^w,:,. 

•  inii  ^dorious ;   for  the  \  eniee  of  !  '     ,'reani-  has  the  emperv 

•  f  the  .sea.  two  million-  of  inliahitant-,  the  -eepire  of  Italv, 
he  po>-es.-ioii  (d'  the  .Mediterranean  and  the  Indies." 

"What  a  -tat:"'  is  the  brain  of  man  !  What  an  iinfathomed 
•ihyss — oven  to  tho.-e  who,  like  (iall,  have  surveyed  its  re- 
'  esses  I"  e.xclaimed  the  pliysieian. 

"Dear  Duehe-s,"  -,iid  X'eiidramiii  in  a  hollow  voice,  "do  not 
:  'rirot  the  iliial  .-ervice  rendered  me  hy  my  eli.xir.  .\fter  liavin<; 
heard  ravisliinu'  voice-,  ah-orhcd  the  mu-ie  in  everv  p;ire, 
'Xperiericed  the  keeiie-i  dcliiiiii  and  the  licree-t  pa  — ion  of 
The  paradiso  of  .Mahomet.  I  conjure  up  nauidit  l»ut  the  terrible. 
Now  I  beliold  in  inv  Ix'lovcd  N'enice  the  faces  of  cliildren,  eon- 
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torted  as  tlioujrh  in  the  llinn.-  i.f  ilcaili:  (•£  woiiion  covered 
with  horril)ie  wounds,  drjcrtcd  and  disheveltMl ;  of  men 
maiifrled  and  cnislicd  \i\  the  (ojijier  ^id'■~  nt'  cull.iiisin;:-  vc-.-el*. 
I  hejiin  to  ;^ee  \'eniee  as  it  is — comtiiI  wiili  dvpc,  hare,  de- 
gpnik'd.  desiiliite.  ]';]]*'  phantom.-  ^hde  ^tcahliilv  aixmt  tiie 
.streets! 

'"Alreadv  do  the  soldiers  of  .\ustria  luiiiaei'  me;  already 
docs  my  fair  life  <d'  dreams  n'vert  to  tiic  lit'.'  nf  r'ality.  Six 
inontlis  aj:o,  it  was  the  real  life  ihiU  \va-  the  iiad  dream. 
whil(>  the  (iiiiuni  existence  was  my  lilV  of  l"\i'  and  jdeasur;  and 
affairs  (>(  moment  and  ]>u!itii-al  intcn-i.  .\la>!  'I'o  my 
sorrow  I  have  reached  that  >pni  n|'  liudil  n\rv  ilie  tond),  where 
the  falsi-  hlends  witli  the  tru(^  in  the  dniiiiifid  light  that  is 
neither  nmrn  nor  eventide" 

"There  is  too  much  ])atrioti>m  in  ihi-  Ihad,  you  see,"  said 
the  Prince,  ])Uicing  Ids  jiand  u|inn  the  ringlets  of  hlack  hair 
that  clustered  around  X'cndramiu's  hmw. 

"All!  if  he  loved  u-.  he  would  snui,  give  up  this  wretched 
opium,"'  .said  'Massimilla. 

"I  will  cure  your  friend,"  said  tiie  j-'renchman. 

"Accomplish  this  cure  and  we  will  luve  ynu,"  said  Massi- 
milla; ''hut  if  you  will  not  i)eliltle  us.  when  you  return  to 
France,  wo  will  love  you  still  more.  The  hapless  Italmns  are 
too  greatly  enervated  hy  cuinher^ome  d.imiuation  to  lie  ju<lgcd. 
We  have  heen  under  ymir  lu'el,"  she  atlded,  smiling. 

"It  was  more  merciful  than  that  of  Austria."  replied  the 
physician  quickly. 

".Vustria  s(pieezes  us  and  gives  nothin:'-  in  return,  wldle  you 
squeeze  us  to  huild  up  and  emhellish  our  eitie-.  ^  on  >timuhitc- 
us  and  organize  arnnes  for  u-.  ^'ou  n^ckoui'd  on  retaiinng 
Italv.  and  they  exptet  to  Iom'  it — th.it  is  tl.e  (hiTerciice.  The 
Austrian?  give  us  conKMitment  a-  duil-witteij  and  >lothful 
a.«  their  own,  while  you  hlot  us  out  liy  your  devouring  activity. 
But  what  hoots  it  whether  we  <]ie  under  re-tonitives  or  nar- 
cotics?    It  is  death.  neverthele->.  Monsieur  le  Docteiir." 

"Poor  llalv!  She  seems  to  me  like  a  heautifnl  woman 
whose  champion  I'raiiee  should  he.  hy  taking  her  for  a  mis- 
tress," said  the  pliysieiau. 
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"But  you  tduld  not  lovi'  us  to  our  likiiii:.""  said  tlu'  Duchess 
.-uiiliu.u-.  •■\\'r  <lt>iiL'  to  !)<•  I'rif.  lUit  tin'  liberty  I  seek  i.s 
imni'  (if  yiiur  iLinnhlc  aiul  bdurizi'ois  lilMTalistu  that  destroys 
iIk'  art>.  I  (  ra\r,'"  .-he  cuminued.  m  a  innv  that  sent  a  thrill 
ihrouLdi  fNiiv  nrcuiiaiit  of  the  box.  '"that  is.  I  uduhl  desire 
ihateacli  It.diai:  !'  oublie  >houhl  rise  a;,'a'ii.  uith  its  nobles,  its 
i'e'i]ilt' and  :  .-pi'ii,;'  ju  i\  ;!i\tres  for  eaeh  ca.-te.  1  would  rein- 
>tate  the  ari.-  (Mr;i!i(  iTjinbl;.-.-  ul  foriucr  days,  with  their  in- 
ornal  strife  id  :l:rii-  i-i\,i:' v  that  produced  the  faire,-t  works 
"t  art.  that  ('.au'ii  i-ilitu-s  and  iiprcan-d  the  most  princ-ely 
iiiaii.-iiiiis.  'I'd  .^treirh  a  pivmiincni  ovcr  a  ui'fat  Icrritnrv  is 
In  weaken  it.  'I'lir  Italian  rrpuidius  were  tiu'  j:iorv  (d'  Kurope 
duriii^r  the  Middle  .\,<:es.  Why  has  Italy  .-ueeundjed,  when 
the  Swiss,  her  door-keepers,  have  coiniuenMl 'r" 

"Tlie  Swi^.-  repulilies,"  replied  the  j)liysieian.  "were  good 
housewives.  b\i>ied  hv  their  own  little  atVairs.  and  being 
'•iVetou>  of  not  Inn;;  while  youi-  republie.-  were  hauuhtv  sov- 
erei<rns  who  would  have  -old  tlimiselve.-  rallier  than  reeoj,'nize 
I  heir  nei.i:hl)ors.  'I'liey  havi'  fallen  too  far  ever  to  rise  again. 
'I'lie  (iuelph^  ari'  trininphani  I" 

"Do  no!  pity  li-  too  nnieii."  .-aid  the  Duehess  in  a  proud 
Vmv  that  snrpri>ed  the  two  frit'nd>  :  "we  lord  it  stid!  In  the 
depths  of  her  misfortune  Italy  reigns  tlirough  the  men  of 
ialent  who  throng  hor  eitie>.  rnfoiaunately.  the  greater  [lart 
•<(  our  geniu-i'>  gra^jt  life  and  its  jihases  so  (piiekly,  that  they 
are  engulfed  in  painful  pleasure.  As  for  tliose  who  wish  to 
[ilay  a  meiaiiehiiiy  game  for  iiriinortality.  they  know  how  to 
capture  your  g(dd  and  to  merit  your  aditn'ration.  Yes.  in 
this  land,  wliose  humdiation  is  deplored  by  tourist  ninnies  and 
[diarisaical  rllymc.■■ter^.  wlio>e  reputation  is  s!andfre<l  bv  poli- 
iieians — in  this  land,  which  seems  vitiated  and  ruined,  wa.-ted 
rather  tlian  aged,  there  are  found  in  every  walk  oi  life  pni-sint 
::-eniuses  throwing  out  energetic  ,-hoots.  as  an  old  vme-stoek 
-ends  out  tetidrils  that  bear  delit-ious  grapes.  Thi.-  race  of 
ancient  sovereigns  still  gives  to  the  world  kings  who  are 
eiiristened  Lagrang'.  Volta.  Hosari,  Canova,  IJossini.  Barto- 
lini,    Galvaui,    Vigano,    Becearia.    Cieogiiara,    and    Corvetto. 
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They  are  master-  of  the  scicntillc  peak:'  wliercDii  ♦!»'}•  -tand,  <ir 
of  the  art  to  uhieli  they  ilevotc  l!hin.-i'l\c>.  Ndl  u>  inciiliun 
singers  and  |H■rl'()l•llll■r^  wlm  \uii  all  Mumjir  liv  an  aniaxiim 
lechniqui — 'ra,;:ii(iiii,  l'a-ai)ini  and  iln'  ir-i  —  lialv  >lill  luK'.-, 
tlie  world  and  will  alway-  he  howril  duuii  lu. 

"Go  this  evciiiiii:  to  FloriaiiV.  and  y.m  will  sre  in  ('a])raja 
one  of  the  rare.-t  (d'  men,  but  one  whn  rciurt-  obsLairity.  >su 
one  exeejit  my  hird  the  Duke  nndcr-tand-  musii,'  belter  than 
he  does.     Jlc  is  known  there  a>  ;'/  Fmnil no.'" 

After  li>tenini:  Sdnif  moments  to  an  animatr<l  ciinvcrsation 
between  the  l-'rencliman  and  tlir  l)uclii.-s.  who  displayed  much 
shrewd  elo(|uenee,  ihf  llalian>  t<i(ik  their  leave,  one  bv  one.  and 
went  to  report  in  all  tlie  other  bnxe-  thai  la  Catanen.  who 
passed  fur  Ijeinir  iudi  ihnnni  ill  'ji'an  sjiirilu.  liad  vamiri.-hed  a 
skillful  Freneh  pliy>ieian  on  the  Italian  question.  This  was 
the  news  of  the  e\cnini:. 

When  the  Freiu  liman  fnund  him>elf  alone  with  the  Prince 
and  the  l)uehe>s.  he  under.-tood  that  he  must  leave  them 
to  themselves,  and  departed.  Massimilla  bowed  so  dis- 
tantly to  bim  that  the  salutatien  woubl  have  aroused  resent- 
ment in  the  man.  if  he  could  have  ignored  her  elo(|uence  and 
beauty. 

I'hnilio  and  .Mi-Miuilla  were  alont'  at  last,  near  tlie  end  of 
the  opera.  Sii  !ig  with  ela-ped  hands  uwy  li>tt'ned  to  the 
duo  tiiat  eoneluded  //  Ivirhiirr. 

'"Love  can  be  expressed  by  inu-ie  alune."  said  the  Duchess, 
moved  l)y  the  s(uig  as  cf  two  .joyoii-  nightingales. 

A  tear  glistened  in  Hmilio's  eye.  .Ma--iinilla.  sublime  with 
that  beauty  that  shines  forth  in  Kapbaers  Saint  Cecilia, 
pressed  his  hand;  th-ir  knee-  touelieil,  and  she  bad.  as  it  were. 
a  kiss  blossoming  updii  her  lips.  Tiu'  rriiu-e  .-aw  on  her  gbtw- 
ing  face  a  tlaming  Joy  like  tiiat  which  on  a  siuniiier's  dav 
broods  over  the  golden  liarvesi  tirld.  Ill- heart  wa<  overborne 
by  a  sudden  ru>b  of  blm.d.  He  -eenied  to  bear  a  concord  of 
angelic  voices,  and  he  wuuhl  have  given  hi-  life  to  re.-eiit  the 
desire  aroused  in  him  alnio.-t  at  the  -ame  limir  the  evening  be- 
fore by  the  dete.-tt'd  Clara.     But  now  he  felt  as  though  he  did 
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!int  have  a  body.  The  trar  uas  attriiniiiMl.  I,y  the  guileless 
.md  wrftclii'd  .Ma.-siiiiiHa,  to  Ikt  n'inark  concerning  the  eava- 
uiia  o;  ■'  ienove.-e. 

"Canno,"  .-he  whispered  in  I'jiiiliu"-  car,  "are  not  von  as 
Miperior  to  outward  exprc-.-ion  of  Invc  as  is  cause  to  etTect  ?" 

After  escorting  the  Duchess  to  her  gondola,  Kmilio  waited 
lor  Vendrainin  to  go  to  Florian's. 

The  Cafe  Florian  at  Venice  is  a  nondescript  institution. 
Here  merchants  transact  business,  and  lawvi'rs  meet  to  dis- 
cuss their  mo-t  dillleult  caso.  Fjorian".-  is  at  oncf  an  ex- 
( hange,  a  lobliy  of  a  theatre,  a  reading-rooni.  a  club,  and  a 
(•nnfe.-sional  ;  and  it  adapts  itself  so  wdl  to  tlic  simplieitv  of 
the  country's  ways,  that  Mune  \'enetiaii  wonirii  .,rc  left  in  utter 
•  Liiiorance  of  their  husbands"  business,  for  if  they  have  a  letter 
'••<  write,  tliey  go  to  the  cafe. 

Naturally,  spic.~  are  thick  at  Florian's,  liut  llicir  j)resence 
illy  serves  to  sharpen  \'ciictian  wits,  and  give  an  oppor- 
I unity  for  the  display  of  tbal  cunning  fornicrly  su  ci'lebrated. 
Many  men  s[iend  whole  days  at  i-'lorian's.  Indeed.  Florian's  is 
-;ich  a  necessity  to  H>me.  tliat  they  leave  their  iioxes.  ietween 
..'  ts,  to  take  a  look  tlierein  and  lind  out  what  is  doirg. 

So  long  as  the  tw<i  friends  walked  along  the  little  streets 
f  Merceiia,  they  were  >ilciit,  for  there  were  to"  nianv  within 
^jrshot.  But  on  turning  oil'  into  the  Piazza  di  San  .Marco,  the 
Prince  said  : 

■i.et  us  not  go  into  the  cafe  just  yet.  but  take  a  walk  in- 
riead.     1  have  something  to  idl  vuii." 

He  related  lii>  adventure  with  la  'riiiti.  and  the  situation 
i'l  which  he  found  liini-elf.  Tn  N'cudi'amin,  l-;milii)'s  despair 
^ceiiicd  >(>  nearly  akin  to  niadiu--.  tiiat  he  promised  to  cure 
iiim  completely,  if  flmilio  would  ltivc  him  mrfr  lihniclir  to  deal 
'A!th  the  Dueliess.  'I'lii-  ray  of  hope  came  ju>t  m  time :  Fmilio 
might  have  drowned  hini-eif  that  night.  For  the  thought  of 
'he  singer  luid  aroused  in  him  a  friLrhiful  longing  to  return 
;e  her. 

Then  the  two  friends  proceeded  to  Florian"-,  where  thev  oc- 
cupied the  inuermu.^t  room,  and  listened  to  the  conversation 
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of  some  of  tin-  clioicc.-t  >]iii'it-,  who  ui  it  d'-'  ii-sing  tho  events 
of  tile  il:iv.     'I'lic  Ir:i(!inLr  sniijfci.  Ill  lir-  -  tlio  piTsoiiality 

of  Lnr<l  l!\rMii.  V.  lin  \\a^  M  Miurcf  of  ^.1  ,imn~('im'iit  to  tin- 
VeiuMi;ni~ ;  tln'ii  (he  attafliuicnt  <if  Calaiico  I'-.r  la  'riiiii.  tln' 
caiisf's  lit'  uliicli  x'rriii'il  iin'\|iiical)|c.  .il'ii'!-  iia\"in;j  been  ex- 
plaiiicd  ill  twenty  (iitl'tTciit  ways:  the  ili'lun  of  (icnovi'-c;  tlu' 
(Icliatc  Ix'twccn  tlie  Ituchcs-  ami  tlu'  l-'miih  ilocior.  i'lnally. 
when  the  coiivcr-atioii  liarpiil  loii(!c.--t  on  iiiii>iral  >ulijccis, 
Duke  Cataiii'o  appi-arcil  in  the  salon,  lie  howcd  very  cour- 
teously to  Kiiulin,  lull  it  was  doiio  so  naturally  that  it  passt'd 
unnotircd.  Mniilio  i:ra\i'!y  aiknow  KmIitoI  tlie  salute.  <.'a- 
taru'o  looked  around  to  se,-  if  there  were  any  of  his  af(piaint- 
ances  present.  He  reeoLrni/.ed  X'endi'aiiun  and  bowed;  he 
bowed  to  liis  hank(  I',  an  e\irenieiy  \waltliy  patrician,  and 
iinallv  to  the  speaker  of  liie  moment — a  eelehrateil  iiuisical 
fanatii'.  a  fi'iend  of  t!ie  ('ounie--  .\lhi  iz.'.i.  ami  a  man  whose 
mode  of  life — like  that  of  other  haintues  of  FlorianV — was 
totallv  unknown,  so  ]'elJj.'iou>ly  had  hi'  eoiieealed  it.  All  that 
was  known  (d'  him  \\a-  uhat  he  him.-elf  tohl  at  l-'lorian's. 

This  wa?'  Capraja.  the  nohleman  whom  the  |)iiche~s  had 
mentioned  to  the  Ki-enrhman.  Th"  X'enelian  hidonned  to 
that  cla><  of  dreamers  who  divine  everyihine'  Ijy  .-iicer  force  of 
intellect,  lie  was  an  <  eieiitrie  theor,-t.  and  eared  no  more  for 
fame  than  for  a  shattered  jiipi'.  Hi-  life  wa.-  m  accord  with 
his  notions.  C'api'aja  appeai'd  e\ery  morniiii,'  about  ten 
o'clock  under  the  I'rfjrtirih'  s.  wilhoul  anyone's  knowing 
whence  he  eanie.  and  .-trolled  about  \enice.  smoking  cigars. 
He  went  reiriilarlv  to  the  l-'cnice.  taking  a  ^eat  in  the  pit.  and 
vi.siting  Flonair>  bi'tween  a(ts.  At  tlu'  latter  place  he  daily 
disposed  of  three  of  four  eup-  of  colft'c.  The  rest  of  the 
evening,  after  th'    opera,  he  >[ient   m  the  ,-alon  at    Florian's, 

until   al)OUt   two  o'eloek. 

Twelve  hundred  francs  a  year  -ati-lied  all  his  needs.  He 
took  his  one  meal  a  day  at  a  lunch  room  in  the  Merceria.  the 
owner  (d'  which  -it  .mt  hi.-  dmiu'r  at  a  certain  hour  on  a  little 
table  in  the  rear  of  the  >liop.  The  pa-trv-cook's  daugiiler 
herself  prt'pared  his  stuiled  oysters,  furnished  his  cigars,  and 
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t.iok-  care  of  his  monoy.  Followini:  iiis  advice,  tliis  girl, 
!',nii::li  <|iii!c  pretty,  paid  no  attfiitioii  to  i;allants,  lived  vir- 
!  i'lU^ly  and  prcMTved  I  lie  old-la.-hioiied  eustoui;;  of  the  \'e- 
■  tians.  Thi>  pare-iiluoiled  N'eiietiaii  \va.-  twelve  years:  old 
uiun  C'apraja  pu  k.  d  lur  up,  and  t-ix-aiid-lwiTity  when  he 
'w-'d.  She  was  very  drsuted  (o  him,  althou;:li  he  had  never 
■■■  niiieh  as  ki.-.-ed  her  hand  or  her  lurelieail.  and  she  re- 
1  :iined  in  utter  i;.'-ii(iranee  of  the  poor  nld  noljlenuin's  inleii- 
:  'lis.  The  ^Mrl  emlcd  hy  lording'-  ic  aljsol  telv  over  the  pa- 
Miciau,  as  a  mother  over  her  child.  She  would  toll  him  when 
;  .  (  hanf:e  hi,-  linen.  The  next  inorDint:  in  came  ('aj)raja 
uii'iout  his  .-hirt.  «!ien  slu-  would  ;:ivc  him  a  clean  one  that 
!'■  (  arried  auay  w  iih  hnn  and  d<  lined  on  the  dav  followin-.,^. 

He  never  .^o  iinieh  a-  iioliecd  a  woman  I'ither  at  the  theatre 
i-r  on  the  >treet.  'i'lioii-h  llir  (le>eeiidant  of  a  very  old  jia- 
irii'iaii  family.  Iii^  ari>io(rai-y  did  imt  >eem  to  him  to  be  worth 
!:,"!itioniii;:.  In  the  'Aeiiiii.L;.  after  midnij^dit.  he  would  rouse 
.'imiself  frniii  his  apathy  and  talk  m  such  a  way  as  to  show  that 
l"  had  heard  and  noted  evcrytliin.i:.  TJiis  indolent  Diogenes, 
i:.-apable  of  explaining  hi-  tlieorie-.  half  Turk,  half  \'e- 
:  'Man,  was  liiick>et.  short,  and  fat.  He  had  the  pomteci  nose 
■;  <i  doge,  the  salirieal  di'im-aiior  of  an  iiKjuisiior,  and  a  lirni 
:^'iugh  plea>ai!t  iiHUilh.  .\i  his  death  it  was  di.-eovered  that 
!;•■  lived  in  a  hole  of  a  place  n<ar  San-Hetiedetto.  Jle  lia<l  two 
t:  lilion  francs  inve.-ted  in  l-iuropean  seeurities,  which,  with 
i!ic  intere.-t,  he  had  Irfi  untouched  .--iiiee  the  time  (d'  the  first 
!':ve>tnient,  made  in  1>I  I.  This  had  aniuunled  to  an  enor- 
iiious  sum  through  the  incri-ased  valuation  of  tiie  capital  and 
;!.(  accumulated  interest.  The  entire  fortune  was  left  to  the 
1  :-!  ry-cook's  daughter. 

■lienove.-e."  he  u.i-  -aying.  as  tiie   Duke  '■ntered.  "will  do 

■  'reniel\    well.      I   do  imt   know  whether  he  understands  the 
■  /(/ <d'  the  niu>ic.  or  Miig-  in>tinctively.  bm  his  is  really  the 

■  '  -I  male  voice  ih.it  ha-  sati-!ied  me.  .So  1  shall  not  pa>.-  awav 
■>'  iliout  having  actually  heard  a  cadenxa  sung  as  1  have  often 
!  •  ird  it  in  my  dream.-,  and.  upon  waking,  have  seemed  to  see 
''    'ting  about  in  the  air. 
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"The  ciHlenza  is  the  hiirh<'-t  (Ajuv.-^i'in  of  art;  it  is  tlie 
arah(\-qiir  adoniiii.i,'  the  inu-i  liciiuntul  :ii>iirtiiu'iit  in  the  liou-c 
Diiiiiiiislifd  a  tnllf  and  it  aniuiiii!>  lu  iinthnij,'-;  iiifroaswi  a 
fractiiiii,  and  all  i>  ((inlu-inn.  li  i-  lr,iui:lit  with  proiXTtits 
that  arou-c  m  xouv  ^'ul  a  liinu~and  dni-mant  idras.  It 
launclu'S  forth  ami  ^U(c|w  tliiotmli  >|iaic.  xiwm::  in  the  air 
the  soods  tliat  arc  cau-lil  \i\  lln'  car  and  Mu-^oni  in  the  iieart. 

"Bclicvc  nic,  m  pail/,  mu'  hi>  Samt  Cecilia.  Raphael  hii^ 
given  nin>ie  the  ]irini'H_v  dVcr  poetry,  lie  i-  riLilit.  Mu.-ie 
addrc>-c.-  it-elf  lo  i1h'  liean.  wine-  wntiiri-  appeal  onlv  to  the 
intellect.  It  eeninuiiiicalc^  it-  idi'a-  i1mvciI\.  like  pi'rfuine. 
Tile  >in.L;er"s  tone-  reach  imt  <eily  ni;r  ilinii;jl!t.  not  only  tin' 
memories  of  our  je\>.  hut  they  :\]\-  a!-o  tiic  element  itself  of 
tiiat  thon^hl.  ^tirriii.LT  up  the  iinderlv  iiiu'  |ir;nciple>  of  >en,-a- 
tion.  It  IS  deploraiiie  tiiat  t!;c  vulvar  liaM'  coinpcllcd  inii-i- 
eians  to  lav  .-tros  on  the  uord-  ami  failiuoiis  iiiteri'>tr- ;  but 
it  IS  true  that  olln'ruiM'  tlie\  would  not  In'  undei>t"od  by  the 
crowd. 

••'riic  cadenza,  then,  is  the  only  feature  lefi  lu  devotees  of 
pure  inUMc.  to  the  lovers  of  art  in  the  nude.  When  I  li-tenci 
to  the  last  ia\atina.  tlii.-  e\cni!l,L^  I  fancied  ni\-'lf  noticed  liy 
some  heauliful  fzirl  «  ho>c  mere  L^ianec  had  madi-  me  youthfui 
again.  'i"he  enehaiurc--  piacei!  a  ci-own  on  my  lirow,  and 
comlneted  me  to  tiiat  ivnrv  p^rial  hy  which  uc  ciiler  into  the 
mvsterions  land  (d'  dri^ams.  I  owe  to  (Iciiuvoc  my  escape  for 
a  few  inomeiits  from  this  old  >lieil — moments  .-liort  wlien 
measured  liv  thi'  clock,  hut  lone-  m  scii-ation.  Tor  a  m.-e- 
frai  rant  s|irinc'iime  I  was  yniing  auain — helovcd  ! 

"You  are  nii>taken.  my  dear  ('a]iiMja."  .-aid  the  Duke. 
"There  cM-ts  in  mii~ic  a  power  \cl  mure  magical  tlian  that  of 
the  rouladi'." 

"And  that  i- !'"  iinpiircd  Capraja. 

"'{'he  MelldillLr  of  two  \oice-."  -aid  the  I  hike,  "or  of  one 
voice  with  the  violin,  i  he  in-trumeiit  who-e  tcuic-  approach 
most  nearly  lo  liie  human  vdice.  'I'lii.-  perfeei  harmony  leads 
one  to  the  ver\  c'Ui re  (d'  li h'.  on  the  iidal-wa\e  of  eleiiicins  that 
rejuxcnate  and  delight,  hearing  one  ujiwanl  into  the  midst  of  a 
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luminous  spli.Tv  wlniv  hi,^  liiiii,!  ,;ui  .-.iirninMri  iho  \\\u.\v 
wnvUl  V,,ii  ^^ill  1,1,-k  a  ihciiM'.  Cipnija.  hiu  for  mc-  the 
[•nnciplf  iiM'ir  -iiilin-.  V,,ii  niu-i  ii,t(!-.  Iiii\r  the  water  flow 
!ii:-.>ii;:li  a  tiKai-aini  iiicr!i;!ii!,-,il  riiai;iicls  to  I'al!  in  ^liltcrin" 
la.-oadi.s:  while  I  am  eonl.ii!  wiiii  a  lake  ealni  ami  [)iire.  Mv 
■  ve  can  ^^axe  iinoh-tnin,  ,!l\  ;irr,,..>  tin.  traii(|iiil  .-iirfaee,  giv- 
.:'i:  me  a  .irra-p  uf  tin.  inlinn,. :" 

"I'Jioiigh:"'  >,-ii,l  Ciiii-^ij;!.  hail-hilly.  -What'  Do  vou 
'iii-s  the  faitw  uj,,,.  m  h.  r  lle.iiii-  courx'  acn)>s  the  lumiiioiKS 
•;lier,  eoileets  and  himN  with  .1  tliivad  of  .i^oldrii  harmoiiv  the 
Iivasiires  id'  mdody  .-lie  .-iinliii^^ly  shower.-  upon  ii>:-  Have 
■""  "t-'^'^T  felt  the  touch  .>r  her  ma>rie  wand,  whili'  she  savs 
!'■  Curiosity.  -Awake:"?  'fhe  -o.jdr.^s  ri.ses  radiant  from  tlie 
<i'Iitli,=;  of  the  hrain.  .^he  lia>teii>  to  her  ma.i:ie  ea>ket  and 
i-uehes  it  as  an  orirani>t  would  his  manual.  ."Suddenly  Memorv 
ru-hes  forth,  laden  with  the  roM>  of  hy^on..  days,  divinelv  pre- 
MTveil  and  evi^r  rri-.h.  Th,.  impress  of  our  youth  reappears 
:::id  Strokes  the  ynun--  man's  jnck,.-  with  her  fair  hands.  Our 
'■\rr-burdened  heart  ivljeve-  it-olf;  wo  >ee  apiiii  tlie  llowerv 
I'.inksof  the  torrent- of  |,,\,..  j-ivery  hurnin;:  hush  of  our  voutli 
iikizos  again  and  repeat-  the  divine  worxls.  onee  lieanl  and 
'eiiiprehended.  And  the  voiee  rolls  onward,  seizing  in  its 
npid  evolutions  the  thing  horixoiis  as  they  shrink  away.  Thev 
'i  sippear.  eclipsed  hy  newer,  deeper  joys — tlio-e  of  a"  hiddi'ii 
future  toward  which  ilw  fairy  point-  a>  sh.'  .-,,ars  aloft  in  the 
ii/uro  sky." 

•■.\nd  on  your  ]»art.""  rejoinei]  Cataiieo.  ■'have  you  ne\er 
^•en  the  direit  ray  of  a  >tar  reveal  the  vistas  on  high  r  Have 
}-n  never  a>eeiide(|  l,y  that  ray  to  th"  eentre  of  impulse  which 
Keeps  the  universe  in  motion  !-'" 

'!'o  all  their  auditors,  the  Duke  and  Capraja  were  plavim: 
■■<  'j;mw  who,-;(>  rules  were  unknown. 

■'(ienove.<e's  voiee  thrills  through  every  llhre,"  said  Capraja. 

"And  that  of  la  Tinti  stirs  the  lilood."'" replied  the  Duke. 

'■\\hat  a  paraphrase  of  joyous  love  in  that  eavatina!"'  re- 
f';:ned  Capraja.  "Ah:  he  was  y,,uiig,  was  Ro.ssini,  when 
l'.'-  eomposed  that  theme  for  the  plea>ure  that  effervesces.     Mv 
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hrart  lills  with,  fiv.-li  blnn.l.  wliil,'  iniiimicrahlc  <lcsir('s  pal- 
pitate tlii-ouLili  my  \ciii-^.  N.Arr  dhl  Haiiiti>  itioiv  aii^'flic  n- 
l(_'a>('  iiir  thus  (■('inpU'lfly  rmm  ihc  IkhhI-  uf  tlu'  ImkIv.  Nc\it 
(Jill  tlir  fairv  licck'iii  Willi  faiivr  arm-,  nr  >mili'  tiinrc  aiiior- 
oiislv.  nr  lift  her  tunif  tc  Iht  aiilde  iiiniv  ciMitirtti^lilv,  a.-  Aie 
raised  the  (-•urlaiii  that  >hiit-  out  my  uth'  r  litr." 

"'ro-morrdw,  tiiv  uhl  fm ml."  replinl  the  huke.  -you  ~lia!l 
niouiit  (III  tlu'  liack  oi'  a  r;i(liaiit  >uaii  which  will  reveal  to  y.m 
the  fairot  of  laii(U.  Vo'i  -hall  .-ec  tlie  ,-priii-titiie  as  cliiidivn 
see  it.  ^'oiir  heart  .-ha!;  hathe  in  the  ray>  of  a  new  >un.  \  on 
sliall  .-leep  oil  a  eoiieh  of  re'!  -ilk.  under  the  ey,-s  of  a  iiiadoniia. 
and  voii  -hall  he  like  a  lili--Mil  loVer  >ooihinudy  eari>-e'd  hy  n 
sprite  \vlio>e  hare  feel  are  .-till  revealed  to  you.  liut  who  is  i.n 
tile  fioint  (d'  \aiii>liiiie.  'riir  >waii  will  he  i  he  \nice  of  ( lenovese, 
if  he  can  unite  with  hi-  l.eda.  the  \oi,r  <>(  la  'I'iiili.  To-nior- 
row  nii,dil  we  shall  h.ear  .l/'*>''.  the  LM'eate-t  opera  of  the  iiio.-t 
splendid  ^'enius  of  Italy."" 

Everv  one  pre-eiii  left  the  eoiiver-ation  to  the  Duke  and 
Capraja,  since  no  one  wi-lied  [i,  he  the  vieniii  <<i  an  enit:nia. 
Vendraniin  and  the  ImviicIi  phy-ieian.  akme.  li-teiied  fur  soiai' 
time.  The  opmiii-eaier  inider>to(id  tin-  jKieiry:  he  had  the 
kev  to  the  palace  wherein  th'/.-e  two  -en-uon-  iniaudnatioiis 
wandered.  The  ]»hy-ician  -..u-hl  to  understand,  and  did  un- 
derstaml.  for  he  li(don,i:ed  to  that  I'leiade-  of  .iriMiiu^es  of  the 
Pari>ian  school,  whence  the  true  phy-icjaii  einerires  as  nuich 
a  metaphysician  as  a  skilled  analyst. 

"Do  you  follow  them?""  a-ked  I-'.milio  of  N'eiidraniin.  on 
leaving  the  eafe.  ahout  two  o"cloek  in  tin-  niornini:. 

"Yes,  mv  dear  fellow."  rejilied  \'endrainiii,  as  lie  took  \uf 
friend  home  with  liini.  -"rhese  two  men  l»elon<r  to  that  lei:ion 
of  loftv  souls  who  are  pirmitted.  here  helow.  to  (hdf  tli'^ir 
fleshlv  robes,  and  to  mount  ujion  the  hack  of  the  queen  "f 
sorcery  and  ascend  to  tlio>e  azure  vaults  wliere  suhlinie  marvel- 
are  revealed  in  the  life  of  intelliirence.  They  are  led  hy  art 
to  the  bourne  whither  your  l.tve  leads  you  and  my  opium  le.-i'U 
me.  None  may  understand  them  save  onlv  th.^'ir  peers.  As  for 
myself,  who  can  become  exalted  througli  such  base  means, 
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ml  can  crowd  a  ccntiirv  into  a  -iiiu'lc  iiiL'lit.  I  can  un(K'r,-taiu] 

I'liM'  lofty  souls  wlicii  tlicv  >|ica'K  nf  ilu'  uinidrous  land,  dubljcd 

■■:'■  land  of  cliiniiTa  In   iho>c  wlm  hold  ihriH.-i'lvcs  wise,  and 

!:lrd    till'   land   of   rralitv    by    u>    who   arc   considered    mad. 

•  ■ 'II,  the  I)uke  and  (.'apraja,  wh.i  knew  each  other  at  Naples, 
'  ihie  (  ataneo  ua>  horn,  are  niusic-inad." 

■■|iiil  what   was  that  ijueer  theory  that  Capraja  wanted  to 
plain  to  Cataneo!-"  askeil  the   Prince.     "Vou  who  fathom 

■  ■  i-ylhini,'-  did  you  underr-tand  that?" 

■"Ves."  re]i|ird  \'endrainin.  "Caiiraja  is  intimate  with  ii 
i  ,!i-iciaii  oi'  (iviiioiia.  lodi^iiiL'  at  the  Capello  palace,  who  he- 
h''\es  that  Miund^  unite  uiih  an  element  in  our  bodies,  analo- 
;.'ous  to  that  whuh  en,>:ender.-  the  phenomenon  of  lipht,  and 
which  producer  ideas  within  us.  Accordinir  ti>  hi.-  theory,  man 
!m-  interi'ir  keys.atTected  by  snund-waves.and  corresponding'  to 
'  ur  nerve  centres,  whence  ( ome  sensalinn.^  ami  impulses.  Ca- 
[Taja.  who  sees  in  the  arts  a  >ei'ies  of  means  by  which  man 
t  in  unite  witliiii  ilim^elf  all  external  naliire  with  a  marvelous 

■  \istence  he  calls  the  inner  life,  shares  the  ideas  of  this  instni- 
Hi'iit-maker.  who  is  at  [m  sent  writini:  an  opera. 

"Ima;rine  a  subliii;c  creation  where  tin-  woiider.s  of  the 
\i-ible  worhl  are  reproduced  with  an  imineasuraljle  ^'randeur, 
iiirhtness,  ra])idity  and  tension,  where  the  sensations  are  in- 
finite, and  wherein  can  penetrate  certain  privile^'ed  orpin- 
;-ms  endowed  with  di\ine  pnwer.  \i>u  will  then  have  some 
idea  of  the  entrancini:  dcli^rht-  of  which  Cataneo  and  ('apraja 
-poke,  for  both  are  ])ucts,  each  for  himself  alone.  And  for 
'iii.-  reason,  ii'  matters  of  intclli,un'nce.  ju^t  so  soon  as  a  man 
ranscends  tla  -phere.  vvhere  {)lastic  art  is  ju'oduced  by  a 
-••rt  of  imitatinn.  to  enter  the  spiritual  realm  of  theory  where 

•  vervthin^'  is  n'lluced  to  a  principh'  and  valued  in  the  omnipo- 
■'■nce  of  result,  that  man  is  not  lon,i:er  undtTstood  by  ordinary 
iiitelleets.'" 

"You  have  just  explained  my  love  for  Massimilla."  said 
Kmilio.  "''rhere  is  within  me  a  fnrce  that  is  awakened  into 
ilame  by  a  sinj:le  look  from  her,  by  the  slitrhtest  touch, 
i'luni^ing  me  into  a  world  of  light  where  develop  the  efTects  of 

19 


200 


MASSIMIl.I  A   liOM 


whirli  villi  -[itik.  It  li:i-  <A\i\\  -i.in.'ii  to  iiic  ;i-  llmii^uh  t!;c 
ilclicatc  II--III'  nf  ln'i'  -km  h;i(|  iin|ii.'--i  d  li|n--i.m>  u|iiiii  iiiiiii , 
wlicn  lirr  !i;iii'l  I'c-I-  ih  iii\  ii\\  II.  I  liT  W'lnl-  1 1|  PI  •rate  iipun  tli.it 
sclf-Miiiir  kr\li".inl  w  lliiii  iiir.  I>i-in>  iiilliiiHi-  my  lir.iiii,  -in-. 
riiiLT  i!h'  iiivi'iiili'  wnrlil.  in-trail  i>t'  .ir'Hi-iii::  my  inert  bml,. 
The  iiir  iM'iiiMif-  a  .-In  imncry  i  rim-iHi  ;  uiit'amiliar  ]i(i- 
fiuiit's  uf  itiili'-rnlialili'  >tri'n'jlli  nlas  my  r-iiii'\\-:  f'rxs  croviii 

IIIV    lll'iiW  ;    aPil     |||V     lilniiil     .-rrlll-    til    l;U~Ii    r\  r  r\  W  ili'IV    tllt'llll^ll 

sevcriM]  arlri'io  --n  rm    |ili-ic  i-  my  Li--iimir."" 

"My  ii|iiiim  has  tin'  >amr  illVi  t."  I'lpliril  \'ciiilramiii. 

"Tlirii  ill)  Villi  u.aiit  In  liii  r"  -anl   Mmilm,  trrri)r->trickL'n. 

'•Willi  \'i'iiiirl"  aii-uiTiil  \'i-mlraiiiiii.  i'\lrm!iiij:  hi,-;  haiul 
towards  San  .MaiTo.  "■('an  \nii  mm'  a  .-iiil'Ii'  cupiihi  or  sjiin,' 
that  i>  straiLdiir  I)ii  ymi  imt  rralizc  that  tlir  sea  i.-  about  to 
claim  lii'r  own  r" 

The  I'rincc  liounl  liis  head,  and  dand  >pra!<  to  his  friend 
no  more  of  hi\e.  ()ne  niii-t  ha\e  \i-i!id  m  ,i  ei»ni|uereil  hind 
to  know  what  i-  meant  hy  a  fii  e  in;ini;v. 

L'pon  reaehintr  X'eiidramin'.-  [lahiie  they  saw  a  jrondola 
waitint:  at  the  water-;:ate.  'I"he  I'rinee  emhraicd  Vendramiu 
tenderly  : 

"Good-niuht,  mv  dear  fellow  !'    he  said. 

''A  woman!-'  and  for  me,  who  luve  mily  \'eni(.-e!'"  exchiimed 
Vendramin. 

At  this  junetiire  the  irnndolier.  who  was  h'anini:  against  a 
column,  lookiiiir  at  the  two  friend.-,  reeoirnizcd  the  one  lie  had 
been  sent  for,  and  whi>]'erid  to  liie  I'riiue: 

"The  I)nche.-s.  monsei.icneiir !"" 

Emilio  .sprat);,'  into  the  irnndela.  where  he  wa-  -cized  l'\ 
arms  of  fire,  hut  full  of  -uppieiie--,  and  dra.L:i:ed  down  upon  the 
cushions,  where  he  felt  the  lieavm-  liM.-uni  uf  a  [lassionate  wo- 
man. And  forthwith  the  i'nnre  was  l-innlio  no  longer,  but 
the  lover  of  la  Tinii.  for  hi,-  seii-aiions  were  so  confused,  that 
he  siibmitte(i  as  thniiLdi  da/.ed  hy  her  lir.-t  ki.-s. 

"Forsrive  thi-  deieit,  dear  he.an,""  said  the  Sitdlian,  "I  shall 
die  if  1  do  not  take  yon  witli  nu  !"" 

And  the  gondnki  llew  over  the  silent  water. 
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On    the    fnllnwillL'    I'MIIII:-,    ;ll     liall'-p.l-t    ^'K.-H,    t!lr    llUtilclUf 

A, I-  111  it>  u-uiil  pliicc  ill  tiir  ih.  aire,  uilli  llic  t'.Nccptiiiii  of  tlie 
;.n[i|('  it)  the  pit  wlio  iiiu,i\-  t'H.k  tlicir  xals  at  ramloin. 

Old  ('apiMj.i  ua-  III  till'  Idii  Ik  --'  \„>\.  llrt'nrc  liic  oViTturc 
Mi(^  Duke  laiiif  !i.  call  mi  lie  I  luchr-:-.  lie  alFi't'tcd  to  .-taiid 
h.-ar  her.  Icaviiiir  to  luuilhi  tlir  fmnt  -cat  iir\t  to  Ma>siiiiilla. 
ill'  utti'nd  a  iVu  i  niiiiii.Mi|i!,Mi -.  uiilioiit  ,-arra>m  or  biltiT- 
in'ss,  and  with  a-  pnji-hi  d  a  iiianiM  r  a-  tlioii,i.'li  lir  wcrf  visiting 
.1  straiitriT.  jic-piic  In-  .jun  c!T.,rt>  to  aiipcar  iiiiia!)!i'  anil 
i.atural.  tlh  i'riiici'  could  imi  ci.inpn-i'  In-  couiih nance,  which 
u.i-  drcply  carc-\v(irn.  <»!ilMii;,r-  unidd  have  aitnlmtcd  so 
•rikini:  a  ciianLic.  in  fcaiuri-  u-iiallv  placid,  to  jcalniisv. 
I'lic  Diiclic.--  P(i  iliiiilii  -liarcd  |-,inilio">  ctiiotidiis;  >hc  looked 
-:id.  and  was  \i-ilily  dejected  'i'he  ihike.  >(.mewliat  einhar- 
ri-sod  lietween  two  ,-uikv  peupic,  prutiled  In  the  eiitrv  of  the 
i-"rench  jdiy-it  ian  l<i  lca\e. 

'■.Mon.-ieiir."  ^aiil  (  aianc.i  to  his  phy-ician  hct'ori'  allowing 
:'e  curtain  of  the  Imx  \n  drnp,  "yeu  will  liear.  this  evening, 
!  great   nni>ieal   p'lcin   thai    i-  >oiiiculiaI   hard  to  follow,  tho 

'■rst  time:  hut  I  r-hall  leave  ynii  with  Madi la  Duehesse  who 

ran  interpret  it  inr  you  nmre  alily  than  anyone  (■l>e,  for  sho  is 
<  [uipil  of  mine." 

The  Frenchman,  like  the  Dnke.  was  struck  liy  the  {)aincd  ox- 
[iression  on  the  face<  of  the  two  lovcrs — a  hjok  which  be^jxike 
ickly  despair. 

'■.\n  Italian  opera,  then,  reipiiresa  cicerone  ?"' said  he  liglitly 
H.  tlie  Duchess. 

Houseil  hy  this  demand  on  the  hosi)itality  of  the  occupant 
"f  the  ho\.  the  i)uehess  trieii  to  clear  tlie  storm  that  iiaci 
ithered  on  her  hmw.  and  seized  eagerly  upon  a  toj»ic  hv 
■diich  she- could  divert  her  inward  irritation. 

■'It  is  not  an  n|iera.  monsieur."  >li.    said,  "hut  an  oratorio, 

work  that  niiirlit  readilv  he  likciicil  to  due  of  our  finest 
dith-es.  wherein  I  will  gladK'  he  Vdur  guide. 

■■Belie\e  mi',  it  uiii  iini  l,c  i.mi  iiiuch  t'l  accord  to  our  gr(>at 

i''>-siiii  yiiui'  entire  aitcntmn.  -iiicc  une  must  he  at  once  poet 

'id  musician  to  underrtand  such  niu.-ic.      V"u  belong  to  a  na- 
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tion  vvliii.-t'  >|ii'P('li  nnd  ,-|iiiit  iin  luo  iiositivc  to  fiitrr  ri'adilj 
into  till'  iliiriiaiii>  of  iiiu.-ii'.  I>ui  li.iini'  i-  t"<>  mlclK'ctiial 
imt  to  finl  hy  luvmL,'  it  ami  <  ullivatiiii:  it  and  succfcdiii;;  with 
it  as  >^h{-  docs  i'\ir\iliiii;_'  rl.-f. 

"It  iiin.-t  III'  r('((i:.'iii/.rd,  al-<i.  tlia'  iIh'  niii>ic  coiiipoM'd  hy 
^llt  li  iiit'n  as  Liilli.  Iiaiiirau,  lla\iln.  Mo/art.  iirftlinvcii, 
Ciniaro^a.  rar^nlld,  and  lin.-~ini.  ami  a-  il  uill  In-  hy  oilier 
.;.''i'nni>('s  of  thr  !utnn\  i-  a  i\r\\  art.  unkiinun  in  pa.-l  L'l'Hcra- 
tion>,  which  had.  indcrd,  im  -m-h  \ariri\  nt'  in-inimcnt>  a> 
those  \\t'  Mou'  jHi-~i'->.,  and  'aIiuIi  knew  iiMihiic_'  of  ilie  hannoii\ 
thai  has  ]iro\ed  -o  Tertile  a  -oil  for  tii>  tl.iwer-  id'  nidody. 
An  art  mi  new  demands  study  on  the  |iari  of  the  piihlic — 
stiidv  that  will  dcvejoji  ihc  sentiment  to  uliich  niii>ic  appeals. 
'I'his  siMitimciiI  hardly  eM-i~  with  yoiir  people,  neeapied  a>  ymi 
are  with  philosophical  theorie-;,  analyse-  and  di-eii-~ions.  and 
ever  pertiirhed  hy  internal  -elii-nw.  .Modern  niii-ic  deinamU 
absolute  [leacc.  for  it  is  the  lanirnaLre  of  lend(  r.  aU'eci  loiiate 
souIh,  inclined  to  a  lofty  inward  e\aliatiMii  That  laiiiruap'.  a 
thousand  tinie<  richer  than  mere  -peei  h.  i-  In  aiidihle  laiif^tiap' 
what  thouijht  i-  to  utterance:  it  (piickcn-  idea-  and  -ensations 
to  their  oriuina!  form,  in  tliat  part  of  our  nature-  where  ideas 
and  sensations  are  horn,  hut  leave.-  them  unchanj.'cd  in  each 
individual. 

"That  power  over  our  inner  selves  i~  ime  of  the  LTandest 
traits  in  music.  The  other  art-  pre-eiii  di  linitc  conceptions, 
hut  music  is  houiidless  in  its  nun.  W'c  are  ohjii^cd  to  accept 
the  thoiit^'hts  of  the  poet,  the  pii-tiirc  nf  tln'  painter,  the  statue 
of  the  sculptor.  Hut  each  one  may  interpret  in  music  the 
measure  of  his  own  jrrief  or  jov  or  hope  n[-  despair.  While 
the  other  arts  restrict  our  thouLrhls  iiy  centcrini:  iheni  on  cer- 
tain thin;.'s,  inusie  permits  them  to  wand'T  all  over  nature, 
that  It  alone  has  the  power  to  interpret.  Vnu  shall  see  how  I 
interpret  Ho-sini's  Mo<'\" 

She  leaned  o\i.r  toward  the  jdiysician  in  order  to  prevent 
bein.ir  ovci'heanl. 

'"Moses."  said  -he.  "is  the  liberator  of  an  enslaved  people. 
Bear  in  mind  this  thought,  and  you  shall  see  with  what  de- 
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M'Ul  hopo  the  cntiiv  ;iii(li.iHv  vmII  ;■  How  tlif  pravn  .if  iii,. 
.  iiiiiriciiiimd    l>racliit-.   ami    uilli   what    thun(l<T<iu>  ajijilaii-c 

t!    Will   ^^^|H(||l|.'■ 

i-Jmlio  ihtvw  liiiiiMlf  III  a  \uu  k  ,-ral  as  lli,'  I,  a.J.T  ,,f  tiic  ov- 

lu-tra  raiM,!  h;,  i„,w.      Tli.'  l»iuhc.->  p.nmrd  |.,  ilic  srat  tlk' 

i'riiicc  hail    t'nrsikcii    f..r  the   [ih\-inaii   lu  ta!.>'   it.      liiii    tin- 

!■  rcncli.'iiaii  wa.-  iiion'  d*  >irnu,-  >.|'  limlm;,'  liHt  what  «a-  wmn^ 

hclWciMI    III.'    tw.>   |i.\r!>,    tliail    of  .IltiTill;,'   1  hr    \i:\\.i<f   of    l!iu.-ic 

/■.•aifil  hy  thi'  mail  whum  all  Italv  wa>  thm  apiilaiidm^',  for 
•  It  that  tiiiir  K'ov-iiii  Iriiiiiijilinl  in  lii.>  own  countrv.  The 
'Inctor  mI,mtvi.|  ill,.  DuiIk-  iiarrnulv  ami  >aw  ihal  '.-he  was 
-licakiri;:  with  a  nervous  iv.jiiilitv  Miat  rciiiinihcl  liini  of  thi* 
N'iohc  hf  had  r.-rcntly  adtniiv.l  in  F'orfnrr ;  ihirc  wa-  the  ^anic 

Mohihty  of  ;:rirf;  the  -an utwanl   inuia-il.iliiy.      Ami   vet 

IRT  Miul  was  rrlhrSnl  in  ih,.  lici;rhti'nr(l  lulor  (if  her  (liei'i.s 
and  hiTcyo.  wliiTr  caiv  was  cxtm^rui.-li.  ,1  Ir-.  a  h-ok  <>{  priil.'. 

irifd  their  tears  Ly  a  lieive  llame.  IKr  rcpn-.-ed  i-adiiess 
-etancd  -uhdiied  when  ^!le  looked  at  l-lmilio,  who  LMZed  at  her 
iiM'dly.  Assuredly,  it  was  not  hard  to  set-  that  she  wa-  seek- 
ing' to  soften  voinc  sullen  de-pair.  'I'lic  attitude  of  her  heart 
■eiil  an  indetinite  jjramleur  to  her  iieariii^u-.  lake  mo-t  women, 
aIu'Ii  they  an-  umliT  the  -tre.v-  of  an  extraonlinary  excilenient, 
•lie  over-tepped  her  wonted  demeatior  and  a>.Mimed  som<-thinj,' 
"I  the  ryihone,-s,  ihou^'h  iie\er  lo>in;:  her  maje-tv.  fe.r  it  was 
:he  form  of  her  thouL'hts,  and  not  her  face,  ilial  was  writhing 
->>  desperately.  .\n(!  perhaps  she  wi>hed  to  vhine  with  all  her 
'.vit.  to  lend  attraetion  to  life  and  retain  her  hold  on  her  lo\er. 
When  the  orehe.vira  had  sounded  the  thrve  ehords  m  (.'- 
•najor,  placed  i)y  the  ma>ter  at  the  opening;  of  his  work,  to  jzive 

atiee  that  the  overture  wa.s  about  to  he  suiij: — the  real  over- 

iire  is  the  ^'reat  movement  riinniii<^'  from  this  hriL-ipie  attack 

o  the  place  where  the  li.i:lit  ap[)ears  at  the  eijininand  of  Moses 

—the  Ituchess  could  not  repre>s  a  convulsive  motion  that  in- 

■iuated  h<nv  fully  the  music  was  in  accord  with  her  hidden 

"How  these  three  chords  free/.e  one  !"  said  she,  "they  foretell 
lisaster.     Note  closely  the  introduetion,  which  has  for  sub- 
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ject  the  terrible  lament  of  u  people  stricken  by  the  hand  of 
God.  Whfit  wailing::  The  king,  th.-  qiifen,  their  eldest  son, 
the  nobles,  and  all  the  people  >igli.  They  arr  brought  down 
in  their  pride  and  in  their  contpiots.  and  halted  in  their  greed. 
Dear  Kossini,  you  have  done  well  to  throw  this  bone  to  gnaw 
to  the  'rnJrsf/ii.  who  denied  to  us  the  gift  of  harmony  and 
scienee.  We  are  now  going  to  hear  the  gloomy  melody  in- 
culcated in  this  jirot'ound  harmonic  composition,  comparable 
alone  to  the  most  intricate  work  of  tlu>  (lerman  composers,  but 
devoid  of  tiresomeness. 

"\ou  French, — who  survived  the  most  sanguinary  of  revolu- 
tions, who  tramph'd  your  aristocra(y  under  the  lion  paw  of 
the  populaee.— when  ihis  oratorio  i-  pn-formed  before  you, 
you  nuiy  understand  this  tremendous  lament  of  the  victims 
of  a  (Jod  who  avenges  his  people.  None  but  an  Italian  could 
have  written  the  fertile  thmK — >o  iiiexhaur-tible  and  truly 
Dantesque.  Do  you  iMJieve  that  it  amounts  to  naught  to 
dream  thus  of  vengeance  for  a  single  moment  ?  Down  on  your 
knees,  ye  (ierman  masters— Handel.  S(  bastien  liach,  and  even 
you,  Beethoven  !     J'.ehold  tlie  ipieen  of  art,  Italv  triumphant !" 

The  Duchess  had  uttered  the  sentiment  while  the  curtain 
was  Ijcing  raised.  The  doctor  now  heard  the  sublime  sym- 
phony, by  which  the  eomjKjser  has  begun  this  vast  Biblical 
.scene.  It  is  e.\pre>>ive  of  the  grief  of  an  entire  nation. 
Grief  has  but  one  mode  of  expression,  especially  when  it  has 
to  do  wi»h  physical  pain.  .So  having  divine.].'  instinctivelv, 
like  all  men  of  genius,  that  here  there  should  b.'  no  variation 
of  though^  the  music'in,  onee  started  upon  his  principal 
phrase,  has  improvised  ujion  it  from  key  to  key,  grouping  the 
nuisses  and  the  charaeters  on  the  iiialif  by  means  of  modula- 
ti(ms  and  cadenzas  of  admirable  adaptability,  .strength  is 
noted  by  such  simplicity. 

"The  effect  of  this  phrase,  which  depicts  the  sensations  of 
cold  and  darkness  upon  a  jieople  brought  up  to  bask  in  the 
sunlight,  and  complained  of  by  the  peojde  and  their  king,  is 
(piite  effective.  The  slow  movement  has  something  pitiless 
in  it.     Ilie  recurring,  mournful  movement  is  like  a  bar,  held 
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->  a  celesfal  cxocut.onor,  fl.at  drops  .pou  the  lin.b.  of  lus 

H    ms,  ,n  regular  order.     A.,  wc  he.r  n  ,.•!„.  fn.n,  Cninor 

o  (.-,mn„r,  returning  to  C  ,,nd  to  the  domin^.ut  (i,  .tar„J 

nnn    ho  ton.c  .n  H  ilat   (forti.^nno,   „.  ^..-h  F-„,ajor  .    1 

f.n.lly  C-nnnor,  and  ever  hecomin^^  n.ore  and  nmre  i„,b,„.,l 

wuh  terror  and  cold  and  .larkne....  the  ...ul  of  th.  audito 

l^y^eonnng  in    touch   wUh   the   hnpre.sion   intended   hy   th. 

The  Frenehnmn    indeed,  wa..  deeply  .noved  ^"hen  the  out- 
hur.t  of  general  grief  swelled  into  the  erv  : 


"O  Nume  d' Israel  ! 
Se  brami  in  lihert.l 
II  popol  tiio  ffdel ; 
Di  liii  di  noi  pietA!" 

(0  God  of  Israel,  if  thou  dost  will  thy  chosen  people  to  be 
free  from  bondage,  have  pity  upon  them  and  u^') 

.Never  before  was  there  so  grand  a  syntlu-sis  of  natural  ef- 
ce  .  so  eonip  ,.te  an  idealization  .d"  nature.     1„  the  great  inis- 
TT^  of  the  nation,  eaeh  one  for  a  long  tune-  bemoans  hi.s 
o»n  fate:  then   from  out  the  ehunor,  here  and  there,  arise 
.nes  of  gr.e    oi  greater  or  loss  intensitv;  finallv.  when  the 
u-oe  has  reached  us  all.  it  bursts  forth  lik.  a  te.npest.     When 
they  once  realize  the  general  calamity,  the  p.ople  change  their 
<ullen   murmurs  to  cries  of  impati..nce.      This  i.lea   Rossini 
has  brought  out.     After  the  outburst   in   r-major,   ]>haraoh 
Mngs   his    sublune    recitative   „f   Mn>,o    ultnW    ,U   in    Dio' 
(Avenging  hand   of  Cod).     Then  the  original  theme  takes 
nn  a  livelier  tone:  all  Kg^pt  calls  upon  :\ros..s  for  succor" 

The  Duchess  had  profite.l  bv  the  pause,  necessitated  bv  the 
'•ntrance  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  to  give  the  exfdanation  for 
the  beautiful  passage. 

"Ut  them  lament  r  she  arld.^d.  passionately.  '•Thev  have 
done  a  great  wrong.  Expiate.  ()  y,.  Egyptians!  Expiate  the 
■vl  of  your  insen.'^ate  court!  With  what  consummate  art 
has  this  grtat  painter  understood  how  to  utilize  every  gloomy 
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tone  iif  the  music  and  all  tlie  nielan(  holy  ?hadc?  on  his  mu- 
sical palette  I  What  shivery  shadow- 1  What  mists  I  Does 
not  the  frarh  of  mourning  cling  to  ymi'  very  soul?  Are  you 
not  overwhelmed  hy  the  vividness  of  the  hhuk  cloud  that 
covers  the  scene?  Does  it  not  seem  as  tiiough  the  densest 
shadows  had  swathed  the  face  of  nature?  Kgyptian  palaces, 
palm-trees  and  the  landscape — all  h.ive  vanished. 

"What  a  deep  relief  descemls  upon  the  soul  when  it  hears 
the  profoundly  religious  notes  of  ihe  Heaven-sent  healer  who 
comes  to  stay  this  cruel  plague!  Xoto  how  the  climax  is 
reached  in  that  magnificent  invocation  of  Moses  to  God. 
For  some  technical  reason,  that  could  he  detiiiin>trated  to  you 
hy  Capraja.  this  invocation  is  accompanicil  only  hy  tiie  hrass 
instruments.  They  give  a  deep  religious  tone  to  the  passage. 
Xot  only  is  this  artifice  admirahle  here,  hut  it  illustrates  the 
fertility  of  genius;  IJossini  has  drawn  unexpected  beauty 
from  the  obstacle  he  created.  The  stringed  instnmients  are 
reserved  to  express  the  dawn  following  after  darkness,  and 
thus  is  attained  one  of  the  strongest  ctfects  known  to  music. 
Never,  before  the  advent  of  this  inimitable  genius,  was  such 
a  result  obtained  from  a  recitative.  There  has  not  yet  been 
either  an  air  or  a  duo.  The  poet  lias  been  sustained  by  the 
power  of  his  thought,  the  force  of  his  imagery,  the  trutii  of 
his  oratory.  This  scene  of  sorrow,  this  night  of  blackness, 
these  cries  of  despair,  this  musical  scene  is  as  superb  as  your 
great  Poussin's  Deluge." 

Moses  extended  his  staff  and  the  day  was  at  hand. 

"Here,  monsieur,  does  not  the  music  keep  pace  with  the 
sun,  whose  splendor  it  has  horrowed,  and  with  all  nature, 
whose  phenomena  it  depicts  to  the  snndlest  details?  Here  is 
the  climax  of  art ;  no  musician  can  exceed  this.  Hearken  to 
Egypt,  awakening  after  its  long  torpor!  Happiness  imbues 
the  day.  In  what  work,  ancient  or  modern,  will  you  meet 
with  so  grand  a  page?  The  mo.st  perfect  joy  otTset  by  the 
most  intense  pain  I  What  tumult!  Wliat  rollicking  notes! 
The  burdened  spirit  breathes  once  more.  What  delirium, 
what  tremolo  in  the  orchestration!    A  superb  tuili!    \i  is  the 
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rojoif.ing  of  a  re^^cuod  j.tople.     Ar..  you  not  tremulous  with 

ilfliirlit .' 

'I  tie  phy.Mci.ui.  surprised  hv  tlie  eoturast,  one  of  the  most 
ni.'i.irinhceiit  of  modern  mu^ie,  wa>,  in  fact,  carried  awav  hv 
■  idinirafioii,  and  applauded  viKorouslv.  ^     ' 

-liraro,  la  Duui!"  said  Ven-lraniin;  who  had  heen  listeuin.' 
to  her.  '^ 

••The  introdiKtion   is  at  an  end."  continued  the  Duchess 
■•^"U  -ad.lressini:    the    doctor— '-jiav.'     ju>l    experienced    a 
^'reat  sen.sition.     Your  Iieart  throh>.     V,ui  have  .mvh.  in  tiie 
depths  of  your  inia-inatiun.  a  ma-nificcni   sun  lloo^lin-  witli 
t'Trents  of  li;:ht  the  whole  country  that  hcd'ore  was  coi^i  and 
diMual.     \nn  realize,  now.  the  metliod  of  th.-  compose     and 
•  an   adnnre   him   to-morrow   from    an    intelli-eni    viewpoint 
alter  havin<r  come  under  his  inllueiice  to-dav.     What  effect' 
think  you.  would   pro.luce  sunrise  so  vari.'d.'  h.  hrilliant     «o 
(cinplete?     It  is  merely  a  simple  chord  of  ( '.  repeated  with- 
out  cessation,   and   hiended    with   a   unison   of   fourth,   and 
Mxths.     Herein  shines  the  ma^de  of  his  method.     To  -ive  vou 
ihe  impression  of  the  dawn,  he  has  pn.cecd.Ml  hv  the  sime 
means  as  that  emi.!,.yed  to  depict  darkness  and  .1,-pair     The 
ruetured  aurora  is  ahsolutely  identical  with  the  aurora  of  na- 
lure      Li^rht  is  one  and  t!ie  same  suhstance,  heinir  evervwhere 
Hinilar  in  appearance.     Its  effects  are  varied  oidv  hv  the  ob- 
jects It  encount.'i-s.     That  is  tenable,  is  it  not?"   Verv  well 
ih<.n.     The  musician  has  chosen   as  a  ba>e  a   sin^rle^motif,' 
an  open  chord  of  (".     The  sun  appears  and   sheds  its  ravs 
upon  the  peaks  and,   later,   in   the  village.     Similarlv.   the 
ehord  IS  first  broucrht  out  on  the  E  strim:  of  the  first  violin,, 
uith  boreal  softness.     It  spreads  throughout  tlie  orchestra    it 
awakens  the  instruments  one  after  anoth.-r;  it  advances  over 
tliem.    As  the  rays  of  li-ht  touch  up  each  object  in  turn   ^o  it 
■■I rouses  every   source   of   melody   till   all   are   united   in   the 
tutu. 

••The  violins,  silent  until  now,  have  triven  the  signal  bv 
their  jrentle  trrmoh,.  va.iruely  agitated  like  tl,e  fir>t  luminou"s 
^liadows.      I  Ins   gav,    pretty   movement,    almost    radiant    m 


^«I*  _ 


i 


'if 


2Jt.S 


MASSIMILLA  I»OXI 


itself,  that  oarosscs  the  .-oiil,  lia.<  bciii  cleverly  obtair.od  by 
clionls  ill  th,'  lia.-s.  ami  by  a  confused  fanfare  of  the  trum- 
]i<'I>,  retrained  in  tlieir  heaviest  tones,  in  order  to  describe 
the  last  cool  -hadous  that  lin^aT  in  the  valleys,  while  the 
iirst  lires  arc  playinjx  about  the  tnouiUain  tops.  Then  the 
\vin(l-iii-.trunicnts  are  .irradually  brou^^ht  in  to  swell  the 
^•neral  rhoru>.  'i'l„.  voi.rs  ad'd  a  nrrb  of  delight  and  sur- 
Jirise.  Filially  the  bra.->es  respond  brilliantly,  and  the  trum- 
I'cts  sound.  Liirht.  the  M.urce  of  harmony,^  has  flooded  na- 
ture; every  iVMHiree  of  ni(  lody  is  produced  with  a  power  and 
jiresto  compar.ihle  to  the  rays  of  an  Kastern  sun.  Even  the 
iriaiiude,  with  its  inoiK.tonous  ('.  ri'ealLs  bv  its  sharp  accents 
and  playful  rhythm,  the  sonirs  of  birds.  The  same  tonality, 
repeated  by  a  iiia>ter  hand,  has  been  used  to  express  the  joy 
of  an  entire  nature,  while  calming  the  sorrow  it  once  ex- 
]iressed. 

"Therein  lies  the  secret  of  a  great  master— unity !  It  is  one 
and  niany;  a  single  jihrase  and  a  myriad  of  sentiments  of 
grief— the  sorrow  of  a  nation:  a  single  chord,  and  all  the  in- 
cidents of  reviving  nature,  all  tlie  expressions  of  a  nation's 
gratitude,  'i'hcse  two  tremendous  ])ages  are  soldered  into 
one  by  a  continued  and  earnot  appeal  to  (Jod.  the  Author  of 
all  things,  of  grief  as  of  joy.  Is  not  the  introduction,  in  itself, 
a  great  poem :-"' 

"rmloubtcdly  so.'"  said  the  Frenchman. 

"Xow  (omes  a  (piintelte  such  as  only  Rossini  can  arrange. 
If  ever  he  can  be  allowed  to  go  over  to  th(>  school  of  the  light 
and  the  frivolous,  with  which  our  music  is  censured,  it  is  in 
this  fine  movement  where  all  give  vent  to  their  delight,  where 
the  enslaved  people  are  set  free,  and  where,  nevertheless,  an 
imperiled  airecii,,ii  mu.--t  needs  lament.  Pharaoh's  son  i*s  in 
love  with  a  Ilel.ivw  woman  ami  she  must  leave  him.  The 
ijuality  that  make,  tlir  (|umtet  .<(.  delightful  and  ravbshing 
is  this  reliirn  to  the  mnre  ordinary  sentiments  of  life  after 
the  grandiose  pictures  of  two  tr(<mendous  national  and  natu- 
ral scenes,— misery  and  liapi)iiic.s.  framed  by  the  magic  lent 
them  by  the  divine  and  wonderful  vengeance  of  the  Bible. 
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"Am  I  not  right?"  continued  the  Diicli..'.vs  at  tlm  duie  of 
the  magnificent  strettn: 


"Voci  di  giubilo, 
D'  inorno  eccheggino, 
Di  p;ue  1'  Iridi; 
Per  noi  Bpunto. " 

(Cries  of  joy  ropound  on  cvorv  ^idc;  the  rninl.ou-  of  iioaro 
sheds  it?  liglit  upon  us.) 

"With   wiint    art   has   tiio   composer  arranircd   tliis   part  I" 
she  resumed  after  pausin-  for  an  answer.     '-lie  he<:iii.  with 
a   solo,   full   of  iliviiR.  sweetness,  on    the   horn.   sustaine<l    hy 
!irpeggio.«  on  the  harps;  for  the  first  voico  to  he  raised  in  this 
great  chorus  are  tho>e  of  Mo.ses  and  Aaron,  wlio  give  thanks 
to  the  one  tnie  God.     Their  suhdued  and  .-oI,.inn  .^raiii  rep- 
H'sents  the  sublime  idea  of  prayer,  hut  l)Iend>.  iieverihele>s, 
with  the  thanksgiving  of  a  heathen   people.     This  modula- 
tion  unites  .something  of  ti>e   celotial   and  terrestrial,   that 
geniu.s  alone  can  represent.      It  gives  to  tlie  andante  of  the 
quintet    a    tone    thai    1    may    compare    to    the    hackgruund 
which    Titian    gives    his    divine    figures.     Di.l     von    notice 
the  charming  interlacing  of  voices?     Bv  what   .■^kiliful  en- 
trance has  tlie  comj)oser  group,>,l  them   around   llie  deli-rht- 
ful  orchestra!  airs!     With  what  science  has  he  prepared'  his 
festal  allegro!     Did  you  not  see  the  dancing  chorus,  tiie  mad 
whirl  of  a  whole  nation  freed  frotn  danger?     And  when  tiie 
clarionet  has  given  the  signal  for  tlie  ,^trcttu.  {  Vori  di  giubiln.) 
so  brilliant,  so  animated,  was  not  vour  soul  irnlHie.l  with  the 
holy  pyrrhie  joy,  of  which  David  <p„ke  in  the  I'salrns,  where 
lie  a.scrihes  it  to  the  hills?" 

"Yes,  that  would  make  a  charming  piec<'  of  dance-music!" 
said  the  physician. 

"French,  French!  Alwavs  Fn.neh  !"  cried  the  Duchess, 
halted  m  the  midst  of  her  -oaring  hv  this  >rrjkini:  character- 
istic. "Ye.s  you  are  fpiite  capable"  of  emp!ovin<r  this  sub- 
lime outburst,  so  sprightly  and   loftv.    for  vour"ricradoon« 
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SiihliTiic  poetry  novor  find.-^  f^riicc  in  vour  si^'lit.  Tlic  lii^'hcst 
'^vw'wx.^ — .<aints,  s()vc'ri'i;:ii<.  and  .^(.rmwiJ — all  tluit  is  lioly 
mnst  perforce  pa>s  under  tlie  rod  of  your  cariealure.  The 
viil<:arizin>:  uf  i:rand  ideas  into  your  iian'i--tuiie>  is  a  carica- 
ture of  iiiu-ie.  Wit  slays  the  spirit,  in  you.  as  ar;,aiinetit  kills 
reas'in." 

Everyone  in  the  box  was  silent  duriiiir  the  recitative  of 
Osiriilo  and  Menihrea.  who  jilot  to  render  futile  the  order  to 
depart,  <:ivi'n  U  riiaraoli  in  helialf  of  the  ilehrews. 

'ilave  1  annoyeil  your''  aske(l  the  doctor  of  the  Duchess. 
"If  so,  I  >]iouid  he  in  despair.  Your  spiwh  is  like  a  magie 
wand.  openinLT  up  apartments  in  my  brain,  whence  emerge 
new  ideas,  animated  hy  these  sublime  songs." 

"Xo,"  she  replied,  "you  have  hut  commemled  our  great 
composer  after  your  own  fashion.  Uossini  will  succeed  in 
your  country,  I  >ee,  through  his  spiritual  and  sensual  quali- 
ties. Let  us  hope  that  there  are  certain  noble  souls  in  love 
with  the  ideal,  which  your  fruitful  land  must  supply — .souls 
to  ajipreciate  the  height  and  the  gramleur  of  music  of  this 
character. 

"Ah!  here  is  tlie  famous  duet  between  Elcia  and  Osiride!" 
ghe  continued,  speaking  during  the  trii)le  salvo  of  ai)plau.se 
by  which  the  pit  greete(l  la  Tinti,  who  jnade  her  first  entry. 
"If  la  Tinti  thoroughly  understands  the  rule  of  Hlcia,  you 
will  hear  the  niagniiliccnt  i^oiig  of  a  w.mian  at  once  torn  be- 
tween love  of  country  and  love  for  one  of  her  oppressors: 
while  Osiride.  given  over  to  a  frenzied  ])a->ion  for  his  beau- 
tiful slave,  tries  to  comjiel  her  to  stay. 

"The  opera  re,-ts  as  much  upon  this  great  idea  as  upon  the 
resistance  of  IMiaraoh  to  the  {)ower  of  God  and  of  iii)erty. 
I'nless  yon  a<~ociate  these  two  ideas  you  will  hardiv  ap{)reci- 
ate  the  grandeur  of  the  work. 

"Despite  the  di-favor  with  which  you  receive  the  composi- 
tions of  our  libretto-poets,  allow  me  to  call  vour  attention 
to  the  art  displayed  in  the  constniction  of  this  drama.  You 
will  find  here  the  antitliesis  so  essentia!  in  all  great  work, 
and  .«o  especially  needful  in  music.    What  can  be  finer  than  a 
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nation  dosirin;,'  it?  fr(H>(l,.rii,  In  Id  back  l.y  the  shackl.s  of  ,ni 
.■vil  faitli,  sustainH  l,y  (iod  himsflf,  ami"  lirapiiii,'  up  wdikKt 
upon  wondor  to  prnoiirc  its  froedorii !'  What  can  l.c  hk.iv  dra- 
matic than  a  prince's  lovo  for  a  llchrew  <rirl,  alnio>i  justifv- 
inp:  treason  for  the  opprosor!'  That  is  wliat  is  cxpn'sx.d  bv 
iliis  bold,  this  trctncndous  musical  poem,  whcrrin  h'os.sini  has 
preserved  to  each  peoj.le  its  national  peeuliarities.  He  has 
a-cribed  to  them  a  certain  historic  grandeur,  to  Avhich  evcrv 
imaginative  person  will  assent. 

"The  chants  of  the  Hebrews  and  their  tni^i  in  (iod  are 
•  nnstantly  offset  by  the  cries  of  anger  and  the  efforts  of 
I'haraoh.  depicted  in  the  height  of  his  power.  At  this  june- 
:ure  Osiride,  a  i)rey  to  pa.ssion,  seeks  to  keep  his  iiii>tre"s8  by 
the  men.ory  of  all  their  lovers'  delights;  he  wishes  to  make 
her  forgot  her  own  peo])l,>.  You  will  note  t!ie  heaveidv  lan- 
guor, the  ardent  tenderness,  the  raj)turous  memories  o'l'  Ori- 
ental affection  in  the  air,  '.!//  /  ,sc  imoi  cosi  In^riarutr  (If  you 
have  the  courage  to  forsake  me,  you  will  break  mv  heart)!  of 
Osiride,  and  in  the  rejdy  of  Elcia,  'Ma  prrrhy rosi  sfrn:[- 
armif  (Why  trouble  me  thus,  when  mv  grief  overwhelms 
me?). 

"Xo,^two  hearts  united  so  harmoniously  could  never  be 
parted,"  said  she,  looking  at  the  Prince.  "iUit  see,  the  lovers 
are  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  victorious  shouts  of  t\w  J(nv.s 
in  the  distance,  who  recall  Elcia.  What  a  divine  and  delight- 
ful allegro— that  motif  of  the  march  of  the  Hebrews  to  the 
•  lesert!  Only  a  Rossini  can  put  such  savings  in  clarionets 
and  trumpets !  Is  not  an  art,  that  can  depict  a  native  land  in 
two  phrases,  more  clos.'Iy  akin  to  heaven  than  anv  other? 
'rhis  summons  has  always  moved  me  so  deeplv  that  I  can 
hardly  tell  you  how  crutd  it  is  to  those  who  are^still  shackled 
und  enslaved  to  see  a  freed  people  depart '." 

The  Duchess'  eyes  were  moist  while  she  listened  to  the 
magnificent  theme  that  really  dominated  the  whole  opera. 

"  'Dov'  e  mat  qiml  rorr  atnant,-''  (What  loving  heart  .diares 
not  my  anguish!),"  ..he  murmured  in  Italian,  when  la  Tinli 
beiran  the  admirable  mntilena  of  the  >itretto.  asking  .-vmnathv 
lor  her  sorrow. 
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"Rut  what  lin>  li.'ipiiciU'd?  'I'lic  pit  is  iininnuring  dinap- 
lioiiitiiiciit." 

'■(  jciicivcsc  is  smirting  like  a  stiitr,"  .-ai<l  the  Prince. 

'I'lus  (lui't,  ilu;  lir>t  in  which  hi  'I'liiti  liad  .-uii,l',  was,  in- 
(U'fti,  Hpoih'd  hy  tlie  utttT  faihiiv  nl'  (itriovc'sr.  His  sweet 
viiicc  liad  wavered  Iroiii  tlie  lir.-t  bar  m'  I  he  (hie!  with  la  Tinti. 
lie  seellieii  I.i  )iave  rorirotteU  ]u>  eMclletlt  liietil(i(l — the 
method  llial  retailed  both  (.'resceiuim  and  \'eluti.  At  one 
time,  a  ^().'<tc>iuti)  out  nf  phieo  or  a  unison  too  proUmged 
marred  Iiis  siiipriiiL^;  ;it  nimiher,  a  forz'iii'lo  wiilmut  a  cra- 
rnnlii.  a  ll">d  of  smiiid  like  water  through  an  opened  sluice- 
gate, evinced  a  complete  and  volu-narv  di.-re,Lrard  for  the  laws 
I  '  ^■ood  taste. 

'I'he  pit,  therefore,  was  inimea«urahly  di>tiirhed.  The  Ve- 
netians believed  there  was  some  j)lot  beiween  (lenovese  and 
his  friends.  La  Tinti  was  recalled  and  wildly  applauded, 
while  CeiKnesc  got  a  hint  of  the  hostile  feeling  toward  him- 
self. During  iliis  scene — somewhat  amusing  to  a  French- 
man— la  'J'inti  was  ajqdauded  continually,  being  recalled 
eleven  times  to  n-ceive,  alone,  their  ajtproval,  and  (ienovese, 
almost  hisK'd,  dared  not  offer  her  his  hand.  The  physician 
had  one  comment  lo  make  coiicerning  the  strcHo  of  the  duet. 

"Iios>ini  should  have  expressed  here  the  deepest  sorrow, 
bnt  I  find  a  light  inovemont.  a  tmie  of  misplaced  iravety."' 

"You  are  right,"  said  the  JiU)he->.  "This  error  is  the  re- 
.snlt  of  one  of  those  arbitrary  mamlates  to  whic-h  our  com- 
posers are  sulijeet.  He  thought  more  of  his  prima  donna  than 
of  Elcia  when  \w  vrrote  this  slrclto:  and  la  Tinti  will  add 
brilhanee  to  it.  iUit  1  am  so  closely  in  touch  with  the  situa- 
tion, that  the  ])iissage — even  thou:.di  it  is  to<i  spirited — has 
filled  nie  with  sadness." 

'i"he  doctor  looked  closely  at  tlie  Prince,  then  at  the 
Duehos,  without  discovering  th(>  cause  that  held  them  apart 
and  that  made  the  duet  so  distressing  to  them  both. 

Massiinilla  leaned  over  toward  the  jihysieian  and  said  in 
an  nndertone: 

""^ou  will  now  listen  to  something  magnilicenl — the  con- 
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;[-->•  of  F'h.raoh  a^ain^t  ,1,..  J.w..     Th.  n,aj,.stio  air  of 
.1  n.prt,r  nn  apprrn,Jrn    (  L.,,,-,,  to  n-,..,  ,  „.,)   is  the  tri- 

-■'I'^Y'    '''■■'  -^'•-'va.wlH.w,li,.vnna^n.rv,.l.u.w. -the 
u.  M,, Hi, ,r,...Hn.th.  ,n.a.!H^ry.. r  ,!,,.,., HHK     Tl„.  Thro,,; 

-  pn.  .  .\,wr  .l,d  h'us.-uu  M-ritc  nnvthini:  .Im-  m,  ii,,,.  or 
';""/-'  "•'"'"v,r,Iity>ostron,^an,|  so  Lm  in.:  It  i,  a 'fin- 
-!-l  work    M.Manuni  by  a  wo„,!,.rr,H!v  ,.un,pli.,..  ...,., ,,,p,,,i. 

;  ""•  '"  '";'•"■'■  '•:  '•^•■'•.v  I''"-t  of  ,h,.  op,.,.,.,  spai'ld,,,,  wi, h  th.. 

inshncss  of  youth  in  its  si„all...t  d.tail.  - 

Ih..  applause  of  ti,e  whole  house  was  a.eonlnl   the  n  .hie 
.rase,  which  had  hoen  ad,„irahly  ret.-l.n.d  hv  the  sin...r.  a   . 

'Iiorouphly  understoo.1  hv  th..  Venetian^ 
"N<.w  oorues  the  fiual,.,-  resumed  ,1,,.  l),,,.],....     -Vou  h.-.r 

"<e   and  the  conhdenr,.  ,n  a  l)e„y  who  allows  an  ,.„tire  „a- 

.nn  to  hur,-  .tsel    gladly  tu  the  de.ert.     What  lun.s  wo     1 

no     he  refrc-shed   hy  the  outbursts  of  this  p.uple  d;par„    ■' 

'^;;:nM  H'''"r'''^"  -^'^-p--— pnihthiii.;  .^ 

A  honor  to  the  n„.hty  genius  that  i>  able  to  beget  s-uch  s.nn- 
nents.  fhere  ,s  son,e,l„ng  indeserihablv  warlike  in  th,s 
narch    wh.oh   besp<.aks   for  th,-  p.ople  the   .u.seneo  of       e 

.rare       The  hgures  of  the  Bible  , p!..  our  souls;  and  this 

-porh  rnustcal  seene  really  n,ak,.s  of  us  spe.-.at.u-s'of  one     f 
■ho  rnost  awe-.nsp,nng  happenings  in  aneient  times. 

The  rehg.ous  touch  given  to  sotne  vo.al  parts.  t!,o  wav  in 

■>luch    he  voR-es  con.h.ne  one  after  another  into  a  ehoru/ex- 

.;r..ss  a^l    hat^we  havo  eoneeiv.d  of  tho  ...-rod  „,arv,.Is  of"this 

.-epoch  of  e,v,l,za„on.     .And  vet  the  splendid  concord  is 

"thmg  n.ore  than  the  developtuent  of  the  processional  in  all 

<  n.uj-.cal   eonscjuences.      The   n,otif   is  i   fertile   prin        ' 

^'r  both  orchotra  a.,d  chorus-for  the  song  and  the    .rillia, 

Histrumentation  that  accvm,pai,ies  it.  '"iiiant 

"Here  Elcia  comes  to  join  the  multitude,  and,  in  order  to 

'  ontrast  the  joy  of  the  piece,  she  is  made  to  e.xpress  her  dis- 
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appoiiitiiKMit.  Ilonrkcii  to  tlio  ducllinn  \\\\\\  Aiiicriofl.  Xover 
did  \v(Miii(l('(l  iiHi'c  tinri  (rente  such  iiuisio.  Tlie  grace  of  a  noc- 
turne breatlios  here,  and  the  secret  mourning  'if  nnre(iuitod 
love.  What  sii(hies>I  Tlie  desert,  alas,  will  lie  doubly  deso- 
late for  her  I 

"'I'hen  conies  the  terrific  stru^rslo  l)et\veen  the  K^^ptians 
and  the  II'i)rews.  The  prnnui juration  of  TharaohV  orders  is 
expressed  l.y  a  musical  thoiiu'ht  ruiinin;:  throu;:h  the  finale — 
a  heavy,  nienaciiiLr  phrase.  One  M-enis  to  hear  the  tramp  of 
the  miphty  armies  of  Ivirypt,  surrounding  the  divinelv- 
guardcd  piialanx.  ciive|n])ing  it  as  an  African  hoa  envelops 
its  prey.  What  appeal  in  the  lament  of  tiiis  down-trodden 
nation  I  Do  •  ou  not  think  it  more  Italian  than  Hebraie? 
What  a  ma-.uficent  movement  leading  u[>  to  the  arrival  of 
Pharaoh,  whoso  jin'sence  hrings  the  two  leaders  face  to  face, 
with  all  the  pas'^ioris  of  the  drama  I  What  an  admirable 
melange  of  sentiments  in  the  sublime  attctto.  avIutc  the  wrath 
of  Moses  strikes  that  of  the  two  Pharaohs  I  It  is  a  struggle  of 
voices  and  of  unrot rained  anger.  A  wider  subject  never  of- 
fered itself  to  a  composer.  The  well-known  finale  of  Don 
Giovanni,  after  all,  shows  only  a  lilx'rtine  in  the  presence  of 
victims  who  cry  to  Heaven  for  vengeance;  while  here  the 
forces  of  earth  essay  to  cross  arms  with  Cod. 

''Two  jieopU — the  one  feeble,  the  oilier  strong — are  here 
face  to  face.  Ko.«sini  had  every  idea  at  his  comniand,  and  he 
employed  it  wisely,  lie  was  able,  without  being  ridicu- 
lous, to  e.\pr(\ss  the  violence  of  a  storm  and,  at  tlie  same  time, 
tlie  accompaniment  of  horrid  imprecations.  He  did  it  by 
chords  in  a  rhythm  of  triple  time,  with  a  sombre  musical  en- 
ergy and  a  monotony  of  e(T(>ct  that  reaches  the  listener.  The 
fury  of  the  Egyptians,  surpris(>d  by  a  torrent  <if  tire,  and  the 
Hebrews'  cry  of  veng(>ance.  rcfpiired  skillful  balancing;  so. 
notice  how  he  has  made  the  orchestra  keep  pace  with  the 
chorus.  The  nUcf/ro  assai  in  ('-minor  is  terrible  thus  in  the 
midst  of  the  fiery  deluge. 

"Vou  must  confess,''  she  added,  just  as  Moses  raised  his 
staff  to  bring  down  the  torrent  of  fire,  and  the  composer  was 
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nrrhestni   ;mil   on   tlic  stajjp, 
••Xpre.-s  >(.  jierfeetlv  the  idea  of 


It  has  eorlainl 


'What  is  tl 


y  reached  tlie  pit."  replied  the  Frond 


ited."'  sai.l  tlie  Diiclies 


'»■  '"alter  now :-     'J'],,,  pit   is  iniK-ed  ^reatlv 


Huan. 


ex- 


fii  the  finah'.  (iei 


■lit  to  such  al)surd  iniprov 


lovese  had   looked  at 


a  Tinti,  ainl  iriv 


isilions.  that  the  coufusi 


Its  hei^dit  in  the  pit.  wh(^;e  [ 

iiothin;:  more  ahoininahl..  (o  the  Jial 
K'  ^'^'od  and  the  liad.     The  n 


en 
on  was  at 
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to 


niake  his  appearai 
luired  into  thi>  matter 
rcpli-'d  that   h( 


Hea.Mire  had  hecn  niarred.     'I'hrn- 

iaii  ear  than  the  eo>i- 

lanapT  went  so  far  a> 

ten   lie  hail  111- 


and   to  sav  that,   w 
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had 


Willi  liis  Ieailiii;f  tenor,  Si^nor  ( 


■eno- 


avor  with 


unable  to  account   for  his  h 


IH'  public,  at  a  nionient  w 


.ittain  perfection  in  his  art. 


len  he  Was  .~trivinir  t( 


'Let  him  be 


that 


as  bad  as  vesterdav!     \V( 


This  ret 


answered  Capraja  in  a  furious  t 


were  e<)ntent  with 


"rt  put  the  pit  in  a  p.od  hun 


Against    Italian  eiiston 


I  >no, 

lor  airain. 


(■V( 

I  he 


■ry  box  they  talked  onlv  of  ( 


the  ballet   was  little  heeded.     I 


n 


speech  of  the  tacti 


■enove.-e's  peculiar  doiii;,'s.  and 


'hind  the  set 


less  niana^r,,r.     'I'ho,,.  who  were  allowed 


nes  went  at  once  to  lind  out  ll 


>niedy,  and  in  a  short  time  it    ^ ., 

1  scene  had  taken  j.la.e  betW(vn  l,i' 


le  secret  of  th 


ireadfi 


vese,  in  which  th 
with  beinar  jealous  o'f  1 


as  ;;enerallv  known  th 


It  a 


'J'int 


i  and   (u'n' 


ic  prima  donna   had   reproached   the   t 


enor 


his  absurd  eond 


>tr  the  kev  b 


ler^  Miccess.  with  having'  hampered  it 
lavini:  tried  to  put  her 


net,  and  even  with  I 


had  shed  scald 


y  simulatinir  passionate  devotion.     '1 


le  sinjrer 


ing  tears  at  the  nii.~hap.     She  had  honed,  si 


said,  to  plea.-e  her  lover,  who  shoui.l  have  b 
whom  .-he  had  not  1 


lie 


One  must  be  fam 


)een  able  to  discover. 


cen  present,  but 


iliar  with  the  peaceful  life  of  the  Y 


tians,  so  devoid  of  incident  that 
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portance  than  politics  in   Emrlaml.  t 


the  smallest  tiff  bet 
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was  in  lovf;  l;i  Tinti  liad  lircn  liitidriril  in  li^i-  -in^rt;r;  Oono- 
vesc  Wiis  iiiiid  or  hail  |ilii\i-<l  a  x-mw  *ri'  k.  in-[>ircil  by  flio 
j('aliMi-\  nf  art  so  Well  iindcrstiiocl  \\\  Italians'  Wiiaf  a  viiri 
fur  lively  ili-(  u.-sion  I  'I'hc  wlidif  pit  hiiz/.d  a-  if  it  w.'H'  on 
tho  lixclian^'c.  'I'lie  ronliani  noix'  \v<\'\  -awf  a-tnni>lii"l 
the  Frcnclunan.  acciHluMicil  lo  tin'  (|iii<i  .jf  the  Parisian 
theatre.     I'lvery  box  rn«t!(  d  like  a  ^-uann  of  bees. 

One  man  alone  ah  'allied  frotii  the  ;.^i'neral  tuniult.  Eniiiio 
Metiinii  turned  his  back  iiimn  the  scene.  Itw  melancholy 
;:aze  was  fixed  nn  ^fa'^inlilla.  He  -eeined  tn  e\i-!  only  fnp 
her  look.     He  had  nni  nuiiinl  ihe  .vinji  r  -o  mni  !i  as  nnee, 

"I  need  n<it  a~k  the  (Mitcane  dt'  my  m<  !  atmn.  vitru  carinn," 
said  N'eiidramin  to  Kinilin.  "ynnr  Ma~.-imilla.  so  pure  and 
ilevoiit.  lias  been  divinelv  tender;  in  slinrl.  -he  ha-  \>wn  a  l,i 
Tiiiti." 

'i'he  I'rince's  (inly  rejoinder  was  ii  >ad  >liaK.   of  tlie  'head. 

'■^'iiur  luve,  then,  has  not  I'nrsakeii  the  inqivrean  heiudils 
where  it  soar.-,"'  said  Vendramin,  excited  by  1h-  opium.  "It 
is  imt  niaterializod.  'I'his  niornin;.'.  as  every  ether  moriiiiiL' 
for  six  months,  ymi  felt  ilowers  unfnldiiiL''  tluir  fraL'rant 
clialiccs  beneath  tho  inconceivalily  expanded  duitie  nf  \()ur 
skull.  Your  lieart  frrown  biir  with  blood  ha>;  (>ppre--e(i  vour 
thrn;it.  Knchantini.''  sensations  have  arisen  tlKTe"--placin? 
his  hand  on  i-!milio"s  c!ie<t  ■■M.i--imilla"-  voice  produceif 
waves  of  radiance;  her  hand  I.  t  jun-e  a  nivriad  of  impriseiieil 
deli^dits,  which  aliandoned  the  c  re\  k  e-  of  voiw  brain  to  form 
misty  .irronps  about  you,  to  bear  upward  your  liu'hl  bodv,  sur- 
rouniled  t)y  a  purple  irlnw,  into  the  azure  sky  beyond  tlie  snow- 
clad  yicaks  where  dwells  the  a'ure!-"  unsullied  lov(>.  Tho  smiles 
and  kisses  from  her  lijts  cloiiied  you  in  tin  eineiiomod  robe, 
ronsuminjr  the  la.-t  vcstijro  of  your  earthly  natur(>.  Her  eyes 
were  stars  that  made  of  you  shadowless  liirht.  Toorether,  you 
were  two  antrels  kneelinij  upon  heavenly  palm-branches  ere 
the  <ratos  of  I'aradi-e  were  unfolded;  liut  they  turned  with 
difliculty  upon  their  hinires,  and  in  your  impaiii'iice  you  struck 
at  them,  hut  could  not  touch  them.  Your  hand  encountcTed 
only  clouds  more  tleeting  than  your  desire.     Crowned  wiih 
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"''■N'     roM.-.     lik,.    a     ...],..;„!     l,ri,!,.-to-l„..     v.ur     ra.liant 

'•'■''"l'"U-  iM.n,.-  to  ti,..  Vir.in.  wlnl-  ,1,..  ,I,,„lisl,  ]u<U  of 

■  ^MiM.v-nv!„.,„„.,|  ^,,„uMh  ilMirn.f,iin,.,Hcl;,Minr.  V.,„  (li<- 
"'"■''•  •'""•  'li"  'liMo-  rruit.  „r  that  .•-•st.i-v  I  f.Ml-tl.ouL'h 
'  N  cn^.iMii:  nil'  tnv  lif.'."  " 

-Vnur    .•a,Hl,.nn;,-.     ,|.,u-     V..,„!r;,n,in.-     r..,.l„.,|     K.Milio. 

■-'"'y.     .•"rr«tiHI,..n..allin.al,.v.     \V1,„  rai,  ,1..,,,,  t  t:,.nnr..!v 

•'■[""■•■^'i    I'-^.^iliMl..   int..  whi.l,    the  al.u.-r  „f  .Irvatn-Ml'a.uiv 

'■n,L'.;>  us.  Iravin-  Mill  to  thr  m.i,|  it,,  eternal  lo„.Mn-  a. -I  to 
^l^"  -pint  Its  nn.luu.lr.l  farultHv  ?  M„t  I  „„  ^,,;,p,.:;  „,•  ,,,„ 
;'"P:rMt.  rcvraliD-  tn  Ml.-  that  of  Taiiialns.     'rn-.M..ht  .hal!  I„. 

■  V  ia>t      Aft.T  a  final  ..ffort.   I  sliall  c.nsii:!!  to  onr  i.ioth.T 
•■  '  fnid--  111,.  Adriatic  will  >i,||,.  ,„y  |i,.,t  si-li " 

■•  \rv  vni,  a  f,„,i:-"  iiit.rrnptr,!  V.^n.lrainiii.     'So,  ii,,t  that 

""  '"■'■  'n'1,1:  fur  madn.-,,  the  cri-^i..  w,.  rrvil,-.  js  1j„t  tlip 

'  ""-rv  „|   .,„,...  tran-rni-ratnry  cxistonc..  that   harasses  our 

:.--nt    Inrm.     Tlu'  ptvsi.linjr  <:vuln,  of  n,v  .Inarns  ha>  rr- 

'■"■;'  •'.'  ""-^  ';  ""^-'•""'  '"••••^'-     Vo„  .l^sin.  tlu.  i)n,lu.<s 

;'"  ,  '•■'    '  "'t'  '"  '''•  riMT-r.l  into  ono.     B„t.  mv  Kmilio.  it  will 

;    far  wiMT  to  tak.-  thotn  s..,,aratr!y.      IJapharl  alono  ..onM 

-n     n.nn   with   nl-a.      Yn„   wo„M   1„.  fh,.   Kapha.I  of  love 

'"■l;^""''<I<'-""tM,will„.      Raphael  wa,  a  hnkv  stroke  of 

■'''■/.'■'•"'""■•"'"'  '''"l  ".a.le  form  and  idea  anta-mistie.  el-e 

•"■tlunjr  eould  e.x,st.     When  the  principal  is  niore  potent  than 

-  result,  there  „  no  ..nn.     We  -mist  .Iwe!!  oiiher  on  earth 

■  ■"  heaven.     If  vuu  >tav  in  heaven,  you  u  ill  alvvavs  descend 
'  'artti  liefore  you  are  readv."' 

••I  will  take  the  I)„c},e-<  hoti.e.-  said  tl.o  Prince,  "and  .vill 
■  ~K  a  final  a[)peal.     After  that " 

••After  that-  put  in  Wndrat.un,  -luickly.  "prontise  fo  n>eet 
at  I'lorian  s. 

"Afrreed." 

The  oonversatior,.  earrie.l  on  in  nio.leni  (7reek  hetween  Ven- 

'  inun  and   Ktnilio.  who  knew   that   language,  as  do   nianv 

•  •  net.ans,  was  not  understood  by  the  Uuchess  and  the  Freneli- 
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Altliou,!:li  emircly  nutsidc  the  circle  of  interest  which  in- 
cluded thi'  DiK  hc-^.  I'jiiilio.  and  A'endraiiiin,  wlio  made  them- 
sclves  understood  liy  irhmces  typical  of  the  Italians — now  keen 
and  incisive,  now  veiled  and  sidelontr — the  doctor  nt  last 
jraincd  an  inklinir  of  the  truth.  A  pas.sionato  entreaty  from 
till'  Ihichess  to  \''i)draniin  had  cai'sed  the  yoiinjr  Venetian  tn 
make  his  jtroposal  to  Kniilio.  She  had,  in  fact,  suspected  the 
an^xuish  imjiosed  on  her  lover  in  the  clieerless  heights  where 
ho  wandereil,  hut  she  did  not  siisjiect  la  Tinti. 

"These  two  \uunL''  men  are  mad."'  said  the  ]>hy,-ician. 

''As  for  the  Prince."  replied  the  lluchess,  '"leave  to  me 
the  care  of  curiii;:  him.  As  for  \'endramin,  if  he  cannot  ap- 
preciate the  suMime  music,  he  is  perhaps  incurable." 

''If  you  will  hut  tell  me  whence  conies  their  madness,  I  will 
cure  them,"  saiil  the  doctor. 

"Then  great  jihysicans  are  no  longer  mind-readers?"  said 
the  Duches.s,  hanteringly. 

The  ballet  had  been  some  time  concluded.  The  second  act 
»{  jlose  had  begun,  and  the  pit  gave  it  close  attention.  It  was 
rumored  abroad  that  Duke  Cataneo  had  lectured  (ienovese, 
representing  to  him  how  great  an  injustice  he  was  doing  to 
Clarina.  the  diva.  A  magnincent  second  act  was,  therefore, 
anticipated. 

"The  Egvptian  I'riiue  and  his  father  open  the  scene."  said 
the  Duches.s.  ''They  have  yielded  again,  though  reviling  the 
Hebrews.  But  they  tremble  with  rage.  The  father  is  consoled, 
in  a  measure,  by  the  approaching  marriage  of  his  son.  while 
the  son  is  incon.solable  at  this  fresh  obstacle,  which,  however, 
increases  his  love,  thus  oppo.^ed  on  e\erv  side. 

"(ienovese  and  L'arihagcnova  sing  admirai)ly.  You  shall 
see  the  tenor  make  his  ])cace  with  the  pit.  How  much  he 
adds  to  the  rich  f|iuility  of  tiie  music!  The  plirase  given  liy 
the  son  on  the  tonie.  and  repeated  by  the  father  on  the  domi- 
lumt,  is  in  keeping  with  the  simple,  serious  idea  supporting 
this  score,  where  the  solemnity  of  the  theme  makes  the  fer- 
tility of  the  music  all  the  more  astounding.  All  Egypt  is 
there. 
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"I  do  not  bolicvo  thai  thcro  is  aiiotli.r  modern  composition 
so  noble.  The  ,<rrave.  niaje>ii<-  faiherhoo.l  of  a  kiiiir  is  ex- 
pressed in  tlie  superb  phrase.  conlnrMiiii-  to  ihe  l.ifiv  phme  of 
the  whole  work.  Sure!\.  ili,.  idea  of  I'haraoh's  ^oil  pouring 
out  his  sorrow  t.)  hi>  I-uIi-t,  and  ^Minin-  hi-  empathy,  eould 
not  have  been  more  ade(piaiely  sliown  thanbv  tld.s  frrainl 
iniatrery.  Do  you  n.,i  lind  wiiliin  you  a  frrlinj:".,!'  tJie  splen- 
dor we  are  wont  lo  aserdie  to  this  aiirienl  nionareh:-"' 

^'It  comes  I'roin  thesuldinie  nnisicl"  said  the  Frenchman. 
'•The  air  (d"  'I'licc  m'ui  sii,,irril,i.'  i|,,it  ]..,  down  for  the  (^leen, 
IS  one  of  thuM'  bravura  airs,  wliich  ail  eompo.-ers  are  con- 
demned to  writ,',  and  which  mars  tlie  L^^neral  scheme  of  the 
poem.  ^  But.  oftc;;iJiiii.s.  ail  opera  would  not  !»■  permitted  to 
live  if  it  did  not  sa;i. fy  \\h'  vanity  of  i!ie  prima  d.mna.  How- 
ever, this  musical  tidbit  i.  .so  LM-eatly  handled  that  it  is  ad- 
hered to  everywhere.  It  is  >o  brilliant  tliat  sin.Lvrs  never  sub- 
stitute a  favorite  air  in  its  place,  as  is  a  common  ])ractice  in 
most  operas. 

".\t  this  place  is  th(>  most  strikin::  jiassa^v  in  the  score — the 
duct  belw  ,  Osiride  and  Kbia  in  the  suijterranean  retreat 
where  he  he.s  in  wait  to  .s-ize  her  from  thi'  Hebrews,  as  thev 
march  away,  and  to  1'  with  lier  himself  from  K-vpt.  The 
two  lovers  are  surpri>ed  by  the  entrance  of  Aaron!  who  is  on 
his  way  to  warn  .\mallhea  :  and  the  -randot  of  (piartets  is  the 
result:    'Mi  riKinra  la  rncc.  mi  sentu  niurirc.' 

''Ihe  i)assa,i.'e  is  one  of  those  masterpieces  that  resist  all 
thin^'s—even  time  itself,  th(>  -reat  .lc>troyer  of  method  in 
music— for  it  is  couched  in  the  un-han^'-cable  lanixua<re  of 
the  soul.  Mozart  hold.s  his  own  by  the  famous  finale  in  Don 
Giovanni;  .Marcello  by  his  psalm.  Call  rnarrant  qlorinm  Dei: 
Cimarosa  by  his  Pria  rl,r  sjnuiti:  Beethoven  bv  his  svmphonv 
in  ('-minor:  I'eruolese  by  his  Sinhit :  Hossini  bv  his  ili  mama 
la  voce. 

"One  must  admire  Kos>ini  for  ilic  niarv(dous  facilitv  with 
which  he  varies  form,  'i'o  obtain  this  .rivat  efl'ect.  be  has  had 
recourse  to  the  oM-fadiioiiid  cani.n  .,f  unison,  to  brin^'  in 
the   voiees   and   mould   tlicni    in   the    -ame   melody.      As   the 
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structure  of  tho  mu.^ic  was  new,  lie  has  set  it  in  an  old  frame. 
And  the  better  to  set  it  oil',  he  has  husheil  the  orchestra,  accom- 
panying the  voice  by  harp  ari)eggios  only,  it  is  impossible 
to  get  more  spirit  m  the  details  or  more  grandeur  in  the  gen- 
eral effect 

"Goodness!  another  disturbance!"  broke  otr  the  Duchess. 

(ienovese,  who  had  sung  so  well  in  his  duct  with  Cartliage- 
nova,  was  making  himself  ridicuhms  now  that  la  Tinti  had 
appeared.  lie  fell  from  a  line  singer  t'>  the  most  miserable  of 
all  choristers. 

The  most  frightful  uproar  arose  that  had  ever  shaken  the 
arches  of  the  Fenice.  The  tumult  wa>  calmed  only  by  the 
voice  of  la  Tinti,  who,  enraged  by  the  ol)>tacles  caused  by 
(Jenovese's  stubbornness,  .sing  Mi  maiira  In  voce  as  it  had 
never  been  sung  before.  The  cnthu.Masm  passed  all  bounds. 
The  audience  forgot  its  rage  and  indignation  in  the  keenest 
delight. 

"She  has  flooded  my  soul  with  a  purple  glow,"  said  Ca- 
praja.  extending  his  hand  in  benetiictioii  toward  la  iliva 
Tinti. 

"May  heaven  shower  its  blessings  on  your  head!"  cried  a 
gondolier. 

"riiaraoh  will  now  revoke  his  commands."  resumed  the 
Duchess,  while  the  pit  was  calming  down.  '"Moses  will  over- 
whelm him.  even  on  his  throne,  by  announcing  the  death 
of  all  the  first-born  of  Kgypt,  singing  tliat  air  of  vengeance 
fraught  with  celestial  thunders,  and  echoing  with  the  Hebrew 
clarions.  I5ut  do  not  be  deceived:  this  air  is  one  by  Pacini, 
that  (.'arthagenova  substitute-  for  that  of  Hossini.  '  The  air 
of  Parnila  will  probably  be  sulfered  to  remain  in  the  score; 
it  furnishes  too  good  an  opj)<)rtunity  for  the  bassos  to  dis- 
play the  riches  of  ilieir  voices;  and  here  e\]ires,-ion  must  win 
over  science.  Indeed,  the  air  is  superb  in  its  menace,  so  1  am 
not  sure  that  it  will  long  be  sung." 

A  salvo  of  applause  greeted  tlie  bravura:  then  came  a  pro- 
found and  discreet  silence,  \othing  enuld  be  more  signifi- 
cant, nothing  more  typical  than  this  outbreak  so  suddenly  re- 
pressed 
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"I  Will  not  rnmmont  upon  llic  /-  mp,,  ,11  unirrin  that  heralds 
Osindc's  c'nr.matioii.  l,v  which  the  f;iil,cr  seeks  to  hrave  the 
ni.'iii.cc  of  Mosf>;  to  hear  it  is  cnoii-h.  Th,nr  famous  IVe- 
thovcu  has  -.vrittcii  notliincr  mor.'  riiafr„ifir(-m.  Full  of  terres- 
trial piiruf).  the  march  contrasts  aihnirnhlv  with  the  Jewish 
procession.  (',,mpare  them,  an.l  you  will  .'liscern  an  amazin<r 
•lepth  in  the  mu.-ie. 

"Klcia  (lediires  her  I<,v,.  in  the  presence  of  two  Hehrew 
leaders,  and  I  hen  sacrifices  it  hy  ihe  admirahle  air  of  Ponje 
In  <lrsira  ,n„'it.i  ((iiv,.  v(,ur  beloved  h;ind).  Ah  !  what  grief 
See  how  it  all'ects  the  house!" 

^'Hravo!""  cried  tlie  pit.  wlien  (lenovese  was  silenced, 
"l-'reed    from    her  def)lorahIc   mate,   we   will   now   hear   la 
Tinti  sinjr  ■()  ,h'sohihi  Elnn!-  th,.  dread  cavatina  where  cries 
out  a  love  frowned  on  hy  hraven." 

"Would  you  were  here.  Rossini,  to  hear  so  majniificent  a 
rendering:  of  y„ur  work  of  -eniu.  l"  exchnm..d  Cafaneo.  '^U 
not  riarina  worthy  of  him?"  he  .-isked  Capraja.  "To  ani- 
mate these  notes  hy  such  i)iir>i~  of  llanie.  starting  from  the 
iungs.  feeding  in  the  air  on  som.'  unknown  substance  that 
our  ears  inhale,  and  that  bears  us  heavenward  l)v  a  rapturou.s 
passion,  one  must  he  divini'!" 

".She  is  like  a  beautiful  Indian  plant  that  shoots  up  from 
the  earth  and  absoriis  in  the  air  an  invi.Mblc  nourishment,  and 
sends  forth  from  its  spiral  white  bl(,>som  such  mists  of  per- 
fume as  to  crowd  the  brain  with  dreams."  replied  raf)raja. 

La  Tinti  was  recalled  and  reappeared  ahme.  She  was 
greeted  with  wild  acclaim.  She  was  the  recipient  of  a  thou- 
sand kisses  hlown  fmm  finger  tips.  Koses  were  show^Tcd  upon 
her.  and  a  wreatli  made  hv  the  women  from  the  flowers  on 
their  hats,  almost  all  of  which  had  l,een  sent  hy  Parisian 
modistes.     The  cavatina  must  be  repeated. 

"With  what  impatience  Capraja.  who  deliLdit?  in  the 
nmhuh'.  must  hav."  awaited  this  selection.  whi<-h  depends  so 
entirely  on  its  execution."  said  the  Duchess.  -Here  Rossini 
has,  as  it  wore,  given  free  rein  to  the  singer's  fancy.  The 
roulade  and  the  spirit  uf  the  dinger  are  evervthing.     With  a 
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niiMliofro  voia"  df  Iccliniiju.'.  the  .-oii;:  unuM  Ijo  of  no  vnliio. 
The  tliroal  imi-t  introilucc  tli(>  hnlliaiKc  into  tliis  passage. 
Tilt."  >iiii:fr  >li.ml(l  cxpiv.-s  ih.'  .hn-pot,  ;:rirf— ilial  of  a  woinau 
(IooiiiimI  to  f-cc  her  loNcr  prri>h  hciicaili  licr  eyes.  You  noticed 
how  la  'I'imi  iiiailc  llic  walls  rc-cclio  with  her  picrcini:  t-,)i 
To  allow  the  Whlc-t  raii.trc  to  art  alone  in  the  voice,  liOf  .11 
lias  written  the  cleare-t  ami  >inij)le.-t  phrasing.  By  a  erowning 
elFort  he  has  eonipo.-ed  the,-e  heartrending  nmsieal  exelama- 
tioiis:  '/''inii'ii/i'afidiini.'sniiinir'  What  eries  I  What  an- 
gni.-h  in  the  <nng !  La  Tinli  ha-,  in  fact,  anui-ed  the  whole 
aud.icnce  hy  Iht  inagniliceiit  etrort." 

The  Fre-ehnian  was  a-^toimded  l,v  th(>  iiniiounded  afTec- 
tion  of  an  entire  a-.-etnlilage  for  tlie  (;ui>e  r)f  its  jov.  lie 
Siiw  Italy  as  it  was.  I'.ut  neither  the  Duchess,  nor  Von- 
draniin,  nor  l-]inilio  paid  the  slightot  attention  to  th(>  ova- 
tion for  la  Tinti  that  had  l.iist  forth  anew.  The  Duchess 
feared  that  she  "was  heliolding  I'.niilio  lor  the  last  time.  .\s 
for  the  I'niii'e.  in  the  jm-ocihc  of  the  Duchess,  that  imposing 
divinity  that  hore  him  to  the  :kics.  he  had  forirotten  where  ho 
was.  He  did  not  hear  the  ]ia.-.-ionate  tones  of  tiie  singer,  who 
had  revealed  earthly  joys  to  hiiii.  In.-tead,  a  terrihie  .sadness 
made  his  ears  I'iiig  wnli  a  jniviih'  of  plaintive  voices,  accom- 
panied hy  a  noi.-e  a-  of  oowii-pouriii::  rain.  Dn  his  part.  Ven- 
dramin  saw  himself  (lad  as  a  ju'ocurat.ir  at  the  festival  of  Bu- 
centaur.  And  the  Fi-enchman.  who  had  at  hi'^t  discovered  a 
peculiarly  sad  mysiery  ari>ini:  liriwecn  the  Prince  and  the 
Duchess,  was  ])iling  up  theory  after  theory  in  ilie  etl'ort  to  ex- 
plain it. 

The  scene  had  changed.  In  liie  mid-t  of  a  -picndid  stage- 
setting  representing  the  De.-ert  and  the  K'ed  Si^a.  the  J)gyp- 
tians  and  the  Israelite-  were  parading,  without  attracting  the 
least  notice  fro:u  the  four  occupants  of  the  hox.  But  so  soon 
as  the  first  '•hord<  of  the  harp  announced  the  praver  of  the 
delivered  Hebrews,  Kmilio  and  \'endrainin  arose  aTid  leaned 
against  opposite  sidi's  of  the  iio\.  The  Duchess  rested  her 
elhow  on  the  velvet  ledge,  and  >upported  her  head  on  her  left 
hand. 


MASSIMIT.I,A  no\I 


313 


Iho  Fronoliman.  r(>p„ll,.,l  l,v  tho...  niovcmonts  and  bv  the 
■  >'iJ.ortamv  atfachr.l  fo  t!„.  ju>.lv  ,v!,.l,nn..,|  pirn-  l.v  tho  on- 
t.ro  au<l,.MHv.  lis,..n,.,|  .vH^muslv.  Th..  pn.v.T  wa^  univer- 
sally applauded  aiul  cticorpd. 

"I  foo!  as  tli.n.^ri,  j  ,,,,,.  ,,,i..|,ratin-  the  .Mnanoipation  of 
Italy,     mused  a  MilancM'. 

';Musio  lik-..  .hat  lifts  hnwed  lieads  and  f:ive.  hope  to  slum- 
hcnncr  hearts!"  ex.  lairued  a   R.-iiia^md 

';Here  science  varii.he..-  r.n.arked  the  I)uehe>s,  who  was 
.siby  affeeted.  ,„  the  Fronehnian.  -'Inspiration  alono  has 
'h.UU.<]  th,s  n.asterpieee.  It  has  .prun^  fr.un  ,l,e  soul  like  a 
CTy  ot  love.  As  to  tho  acc'onipaniMi..nt.  it  rnu.i<\<  „f  harn 
arpegf^ios.  while  the  ..rchostra  is  not  ar,M,sed  till  the  fi„ai  repe- 
tition. Never  will  Ru,si„i  attain  ^nvafr  heights  than  in  this 
prayer.      He  n,ay  do  as  w,.||.  I„.t   never  hetter:  the  .uhlime 

things  that  are  ^uhlin-.e  thrnndu.ut.     The  onlv  analogue  to 
such  a  conception  may  perhaps  he  found  in  the'psa]ins''of  the 
divine   Marcollo-a   noh]..    ^•e„.,i,„    ,,,„  j,   .,\,„,^j^.   ^^.,^.,^ 
(Motto   ,s   to   paintinur.      The   majesty   of  th,>   phrase,   whose 
i.nfold.n^'  form    reveals   to   us    inexhaust.id.-   melmlv.   equals 
ttie  ^n-ande-t  eumi.osit ions  (,f  the  writers  on  relieion;  themes. 
\U.at     sin,pl,e,ty    „f    style !       Mn.s    he,ri„s    ,he    theme 
>n   (.-m,nr,r.  and  ends   in  a  eadenxa   in    B-llat.  allowin-  the 
'•horus  to  hetru,  a^.iin  i ,>i.un.sin>n  at  fir.t)   in  B-llat.  coming 
l-ack  by  a  cadenza  to  (;-minor.     T!,i>  nnl,le  handlin-  of  the 
voices  ,s  resunie.l  three  Times  an.]  culminaf.s  in  a  .sJrrtto  in 
f-nia.,or  whose  ellVct   is  stup..|\  in,:.     Th..  strain,  ascending 
neavenwanl.  of  a   penpl..  f,,.,,}  f,o,n  h,m.h,i:e,  is  met    seem- 
ingly, by  soM-s  d..M.,.n.lin^-  from  ceL'stial  spheres      The  stars 
n-plv  gayly  to  ,!,.■  ,!,.|,rium  ..f  a  ivd.vnu.d  ..arth.     The  meas- 
nre.]    ronndn....   of   ,h,.   phrasln.^    th.    maiVstv   of   th..   slow 
•rc.scendos  l.-ading  up  t..  the  outburst  of  smer  an.l  it^  r..peti- 
Mon.arous,.  heaven-h.,rn  imap-  in  th,.  soul.'    Cnil.l  v.,u  not 
nnagme  you  Ih.Ih.I.I  the  h,.av,ns  op,,,.  ,),.  ,„„  ;,  ,,,,„„,  ,,;,,, 
-"'UU'U  sistrums.  the  pr.wtrat..  ...ra.^hs  sw,i„i„:r  their  incense- 
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pwonls  wliich  liavp  jii.-t  dvcnoiiit'  the  profane?  Tlio  secret  of 
this  rcrrcsliiiiL'^  hiinnnnv  i>.  I  hclicvf.  thai  nl"  a  few  rare  works 
of  human  jrcniiis:  it  iiliiiiircs  ih  inoniciitarily  into  the  depths 
of  the  infinite:  we  feel  it  round  aixiiit  u- :  we  reeoj^niize  thcH! 
limitless  melodic.-  to  he  thoM-  .-ui:i:  around  the  throne  of  (iod. 
Rossini's  genius  eonduels  u-  to  a  prodiirioiis  heiL'lit,  whence 
we  hehold  the  I'rnmiscd  l^and.  and  where  our  eves.  ;:reeted 
by  rays  divine,  can  look  forth  into  space. 

"Klein's  last  cry,  almo.-t  recovered  from  Ik  r  irrief,  unites 
an  earthly  jiassion  to  this  hyinn  of  thatd-;>;.'ivin;:.  The  strain 
is  a  touch  of  p'nius. 

"Aye,  sing  !"'  cried  the  Duchess,  while  the  concluding  strophe 
was  rendered,  as  it  was  hcded.  with  a  gloomy  eiuhusiasm; 
"sing!  you  are  free  I"' 

The  hist  word  was  spoken  with  an  accent  that  thrilled  the 
doctor;  and  to  arouse  the  l)uche>>  from  her  hitirr  reverie,  he 
engaged  her,  while  la  Tinti  was  hein;r  lumultuou^ly  recalled, 
in  one  of  those  arguments  wherein  the  French  excel. 

"iladame,"  ijuoth  he.  "while  e.xjdainiim-  to  me  this  master- 
piece— that,  thanks  to  you.  I  shall  return  to  hear  to-morrow 
evening,  with  a  fuller  understanding  (d'  both  its  cau.-e  and 
effect — you  liave  often  allmled  to  the  coloring  of  the  music 
and  what  it  iiepicte(l.  Rut  as  an  analyst  and  materialist,  I 
must  confess  that  1  have  always  revohed  at  the  pretensions  of 
certain  enthusiasts  who  would  have  u-  helicve  that  music 
paints  with  its  tones.  Is  it  not  as  thouizh  the  admirers  of 
Raphael  pretendi-d  that  he  Nimr  with  color-:-" 

"In  the  musical  language."  replied  the  Duchess,  "to  paint 
is  to  awaken  certain  ineniories  in  our  hearts,  or  certain 
images  in  our  minds,  ami  these  memories,  the.s^  images  have 
their  color,  now  grave,  now  gay.  You  are  striving  for  a  word, 
that  is  all.  .\ccording  to  Capraja,  each  instrument  has  its 
mission  and  aildrcsses  it.<elf  to  certain  ideas,  as  each  color  re- 
sponds to  certain  inward  feelings.  When  you  behold  golden 
arabe.-ques  on  a  blue  background,  are  the  same  thoughts 
aroused  as  by  red  arabesipies  on  a  lilack  or  green  back- 
ground?    These,  like  music,  do  not  depend  upon  the  figures, 
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nor  upon  tho  ,doa  r.xpn.s>,.,]-tlirv  .l,.,,..n.l  upon  art  pun-  an.l 
^iuipl.>:  novortliolo^s,  no  on<.  roul,]  look  at  tlinn  with  indif- 
trrcncc.  Have  not  the  o1h,,.<  tl...  powr  <>{  ,,,Ilin-  up  pi^t- 
un.<  of  the  rountry.  Hk..  almost  all  wind  instruini.nts  "^  Do 
not  tho  hrasscs  sug-c-t  tlic  martial— arousin-  fcclin.'<  excited 
and  almost  ra-in-?  Tii,.  strin-s.  who.,.  suh>tan.c  i"s  dorivod 
M-om  animal  ori:anism<— do  not  tiicv  seem  to  appeal  to  the 
most  dc.luate  fihres  <.f  „ur  nature?  Do  not  thev  r.Mch  to  the 
\ery  de{)tlis  of  our  heart>:' 

"When  I  spoke  of  somhre  tints,  of  the  Hiill  „f  the  notes  in 
the  Overture  to  Mem',  ^va>  it  not  as  correct  an  expression  as 
for  your  crrucs  to  speak  of  the  color  in   sucli   and  such   a 
\vritin<r.'     I)„  y„u  not  rec(.<:nize  the  nerv(,us  stvle.  the  pallid 
the  animated,  and  the  -lowin-  style?   Art  delineates  hy  means' 
of  words,  sounds,  colors,  lines,  and  forms:  and  even  if  the 
causes  are  diverse,  th..  elfects  aiv  the  same.     An  Italian  archi- 
tect will  give  you  th..  same  sensation  as  is  awakened  in  u.s 
by  th«^  overture  to  Mosi;  hy  causin-  us  to  walk  amid  shaded, 
humid  avenues  of  tall,  thick  trees,  and  suddenlv  leadin-  us 
out  into  view  of  a  valley  full  of  streams  and  llowers  and  n'^ills 
and  flooded  with  sunli,::ht.     In  their  mijrhti.-t  etforts  the  arts 
are  only  an  expression  ..f  the  great  i)liantasma-oria  of  nature. 
"•1  am  not  savant  eiiou-h  tr.  enter  into  the  philo.sophv  of 
music.     Go  and  interrogate  Capraja;  you  will  he  astonished 
l.y  his  an.«w,>r>.     His  theory-  is  tliat  each  instniment.  depen- 
dent upon  the  human  hand  ,)r  human  hrealli  for  its  expression 
or  length   of  tone,  outranks,  as  a   language,  color  whicli  is 
fixed,  or  speech  which   is  limited.     The  musical  language  is 
infinite;  it  comprises  ev-rything.     It  can  express  everything 
•;I)o  you  know  wherei-  lies  the  superiorilv  of  the  work  to 
which  you  have  just  listened  ?    I  can  explain  it  in  a  few  words. 
I  here  are  two  kinds  of  music:  one  pettv.  poor,  and  .second- 
rate,  always  the  same,  and  containing  a  Imndred  or  <n  phrases 
"elonging  to  every  musician's  stock  in  trade,  and  makin-  up 
a    conglomerate,    more   or    less    pleasurable,    bv    which    most 
composers  live.   Wo  listen  to  their  s.mgs.  their  would-be  melo- 
dies; we  derive  a  varying  degree  of  enjovmcnt   therefrom. 
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but  absolutely  notiiiii^'  i.,  Id'i  in  our  Tiicmory.  A  ccntun- 
passi's  l.y.  and  tlicv  arr  ror-i.tU'ii.  I'uit  itiaiikiiid.  fn.iii  lh(. 
fartliol  tunes  until  t^-day.  ha-  |itv>rrv((l.  a-  a  tiva.-urc,  son<,'s 
<U'alin_ir  with  the  nianin  rs  and  (■u>lnrn>— alnm-t  the  history 
of  men.  Listen  to  one  of  iIicm'  iialiniial  snnu-  (the  (Irc^'orian 
chant,  for  example,  is  an  lifriia-i'  tu  this  ^.'cncration  from 
the  ancient  peoples),  and  you  uill  >iiik  into  ]>rol'ound  medita- 
tion. Stran<re,  hu-re  thing's  will  expand  in  your  >oul,  despite 
the  simplicity  of  thoe  Inundation-  ,,(  a  musical  ruin.  'rhu> 
in  every  age  one  or  two  ,i:eniuM-  an-.,  -ili,.  Jluiners  of 
music — to  whom  (lod  <:ives  the  powc  r  ..f  pivriMJin;:  their  own 
day;  men  who  compi>.-e  nielndjis  i)re,-nant  witii  the  deeds  of 
men,  and  rrrcat  witli  nn;.dity  jioetrv. 

"Kememher  tiiis  thou.^dit  :  I.K.i.d  oscr  it  ;  it  will  prove  fruit- 
ful when  repeated  by  you  :  it  i>  nieindy  and  not  harmony  that 
has  power  to  cross  the  rift  of  a^res. 

"T!ie  music  of  this  oratorio  eoniaiiis  a  world  of  prand 
and  holy  tilings.  A  work  that  he^rins  by  such  an  overture  and 
ends  by  such  an  invocation,  must  be  immorlal — immortal  as 
tlie  Easter  hymn,  O  filii  el  /ilur,  as  the  l)ie.'<  inr  of  the  dead, 
as  all  the  sonfrs  that  in  every  country  outlast  its  glories,  its 
joys,  and  its  sliattered  prosperity." 

Two  tears,  brushed  aw^iy  hy  the  Duehos  as  she  left  her  box, 
told  plainly  enou,i:h  thai  >hr  wa-  thinkinii-  of  Veniee— the 
Venice  that  was  no  more:  and  Wiidramin  kissed  her  hand. 

The  performance  emleil  in  a  chorus  of  the  mo.^^t  ori;iinal 
maledictions,  and  tremendous  hisses  fur  (ienovese,  and  in 
an  access  of  joyous  madness  in  favor  of  la  Tinti.  Not  for 
many  a  day  had  the  Venetians  displavcd  such  animation  at 
the  theatre.  They  had  bec(mie  warmed  iiy  this  opposition, 
which  is  neviT  wantin<r  in  Italy,  where  ih(>  smallest  villages 
have  always  prospered  throm:li  the  (»p{)osing  intercuts  of  two 
factions:  the  (iuelphs  ar,,'  tht>  (;hil)ellines  on  all  sides;  the 
r'apuiets  and  the  Montague-  at  ^'e^ona  :  the  (Jeremei  and  the 
Ijomelli  at  B()l(ii.'na :  the  Fieschi  and  the  Doria  at  Genoa: 
the  patricians  and  the  peojile.  the  -eimte  an<l  the  tribunei^  of 
the  Roman  republic;  the  Pazzi  and  the  .Medici  at  Florence; 
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ho  Sforza  anrl  th.  Vi-.n,,,,  a,  Milan:  th.  Orsini  an.l  the 
(  olonna  at  U<mo-,n  short.  ..v.rvwhnv  an.l  on  ..v.-rv  ..evasion 
the  sanio  impulx.  uas  fo,n.,l.  In  th.  s,nv.>  of  \-,.nHv  tluT. 
wro  alroa.ly  "(i(.nov,.si,.ns-  and  "TiniKts  " 

The  I'rin.r  .seorl.,!  tlu-  Du.  Iu.,~>.  ulnm,  the  h.v..  of  ()>,ri.]e 
had  more  than  sa.hh-ne,!;  she  h..|,ev,.,l  that  .on,,.  Mmih.r 
catastrophe  nnjK.n.kMl  in  her  own  allair.  an.l  .•.,„!,]  „nlv  ,laM. 
I-.mi  H.  to  her  heart,  as  tliou-h  to  k,,.,,  l,,,,,  ,.v,.r  near  h.'.r 

HcmenilMT   your   pronuse/'   sai.l    W.n.lraniin.      "I    auail 
y.)u  on  the  })laza." 

Ven.lramin  took  the  iMrnehtnairs  ann  an-l  prnpose.l  a  walk 
on  San  Mare.,,  uhih'  wailin-  for  th..  I'rin.v.  n.niarkin-. 
I  shall  he  d<.li^r|,t,,,l  if  1,,.  (loi.s  11., t  corne" 
The  eonnnent  hroke  the  ieo  for  a  <onv.T>ation  l.etween  tho 
l-renehman  an,    V.Mulra.nin.  who  m.x...!  this  ehanee  to  eon- 
suit  With  the  phy>ieian.  an.l  to  t.'ll  hnn  of  KmilioV  p..euliar 
position.      Ihe   Frenehn.an  ,!i.l  what  all    Frenchmen  do:  he 
l^an  to  Ian;:!,,  niueh  to  the  annoyance  of  his  e..n.panion, 
who   eonsidered    the   matter   trenieiidouslv    inmortant       But 
\  endramin  was  mollifi,..!  when  th,-  pupil  of  .Mau',>n,li,.  Cuvier 
Dupuvtren,  and  Brou.s.is  t..M  him  that  he  th-uiL-ht  he  could 
cure  the  ]'rin.-e  of  his  transports  ;,„.!  .Hssipat,.  the  celestial 
pootr.-  in  wh.eh  he  ha.l  ..n^hroud.-l  ,1,..  I)u..hess,  as  in  a  cloud. 
A  lucky  mi>hap:"  >ai,l  h..     '-Tlu.  aneients.  who  wre  not 
such   s,mpl,non.«   as   mi;:ht    I,..   >„pp„s,.,l    from    tl.,.ir   crystal 
firmament  and  th.-ir  i.|,.as  on  phvsi.s.  wi.h..l   t.)  exemplify 
in  their  tahle  of  Ixion.  tlio>e  forces  that   ,lo  awav  with  the 
oody  and  make  the  mind  supreme." 

Just  then  tlu.y  eneountered  Cwiovse  in  company  with  the 

fantastic  (  aj.raja.     The  melomania,-  was  ea-er  in  a.scertain 

he  real  caijse  ,d'  the  fias,-.,.     [-p,.n  he.n^  .,ues„one,l.  the  tenor 

talked  incoherently,  like  a  man  fu.l,ll...l  hy  the  force  of  ideas 

-ug^ested  hy  a  passion. 

"Yes.  si^Lmor.  I  loy."  her.  I  a.lor,.  her  with  a  passion  that  I 
did  not  llnnk  possible  in  one  wfu.  had  w,.aned  of  womankind 
Women   mt.Tfere  with  art  so  mu.-h   that  on,-  cannot  minHe 
work  and  play.    Clara  belieyes  1  am  jealous  of  her  success,  and 
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that  T  wi.'hofl  tn  Iiindcr  her  inuiiiiili  ;il  Wniic  Rut  hcliind 
the  scones  I  ii|iplini(lci|  ami  cricil  Pun'  iikhv  Intiiilv  than  all 
the  audii'iKc  put  tn^^'cthcr." 

"Hut,"  >anl  t'atancn.  uiio  had  (oiiic  iiji  nicaiiu  hi|.'.  "tliat 
docs  Jiot  explain  why  ii  i-  that  y.ai  have  df.ipp.  d  I'roin  a  superh 
sin<:er  to  the  most  \vn  iched  that  ever  UMiMed,  without,  the 
slifrhtost  trace  left  of  th<'  eiieliaiiliui:  sueeim--  that  delighted 
us."' 

'"1  I""  .-aid  the  virtuoM..  ••!  a  had  siiiL'er!  I  who  rank  with 
the  ;,'reatesl  masters !" 

r>\'  this  time  the  FreiichTuan,  \'eii<lramin.  (  apraja.  ( 'ataneo, 
and  (leiiovc^e  had  reaihed  the  i'i;'zetta. 

It  was  niidni^dit.  I'eaceful  and  majeslie  lay  the  re-pleiident 
bay,  outlining,'  the  chufches  of  Saint  (ieor-e  and  Saint  I'aul  at 
tlie  end  of  the  (iiudeeea  and  the  h'-j-inniii-  of  the  (iraiid 
Canal,  so  iniposin::ly  o[)ened  la-  tin'  /)n.;.imi  and  the  eluirrh 
dedicated  to  Maria  dejla  Salute.  The  moon  liLdite(l  up  the 
vesscds  moored  aloiij:  the  i.'i\a  de  Si  hiavoni.  The  waters  of 
Venice,  unaffected  l.y  the  turhnlrnd.  i  i!i,.  s.-a.  >eemed  en- 
dowed with  life  and  .irlitterin;,'-  v  iih  coiinlh-^  >paiii:les. 

Xever  had  sin^'er  a  more  iiiauniliccii!  theatre.  (lenovese 
called  the.-ea  ami  sky  to  wiiu.--  hy  a  dran:a!ir  -r-tiire.  'I'heii. 
without  any  other  aeeompaniineni  thin  the  murmur  (d"  the 
waves,  he  san;::  the  aria  of  Om'-ni  ml'iniln.  ( fesceiitini's  nuis- 
tcrpiece.  The  .M.n,ir.  ari-itiLT  iHtw.-n  tli-  famous  statues  of 
Saint  Theodore  and  Saint  (ieonxe,  ii!  the  heart  of  silent 
Venice,  lijrhtcd  1a  the  moon,  the  words  >n  well  in  keepin.i,' 
with  the  scene,  and  the  n.elaiu-holy  expression  of  the  sinirer 
held  the  Italians  and  I'renehnuin  as  if  enthralled. 

At  the  lir>t  notes,  N'endramin".--  face  was  wet  with  great 
tears,  ('apraja  stood  immovahle  ;;--  one  of  the  statues  in  the 
Ducal  palace.  Caianeo  -eenied  airitateil.  The  Frciichiuan 
was  astoundecl,  and  poridereil  like  a  m  Imlar  who  ha-  encoun- 
tered a  phenomei.iMii  iliai  up>et<  one  el"  the  fundamental 
axioms.  These  four  spirits  <o  dilferent.  w  !.o-e  future  (.\p,>eta- 
tions  were  so  meairre.  who  helievi'd  in  iiothint:  for  themselves 
or  after  thenisidves,  who  allowed  to  themselves  oidv  a  transient 
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,'"'-  "^•""-  «•">"?-'  "P  iron,   -Ins  thr.Mt  ..x.-rhMl  a 
I'^'lit   n.n,„!al.„„,  .,,,„..,|  „.    ..pv,        '   :  ,     w    '    """';""- 

,,   .    ,■      '  -  '"^^     '^  ^^ii-  a  holy  passion. 

,„'!:'™;;:,:.: '■•""■  "■"-'• '-k-.. .., i,....  ,„t,y  „„„. 

J^"«-  am  I  .  I,,„l  sin,...,;-  „,i,|  1„.  „,„,„  „,„„,„j 


in^  the 


rr- ;7 .' -^;;::t-;^-;;;;;-.,:;:;,,-^ 

'   ">'(",, ts  ot   1...   lish.n.Ts.   th.n    t!„.   violin   knovs  whaf 

\     .,;  .  •  '  ""     ''''llf    of   al        1,H        ((.en    fo    ^on 
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k'l   ,  ,(.  ,io,-,ur  ol    Capraja.  srckm,,^  thus   lo  drau-  out   the 
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"What  i-iu-nonionon:'"  said  Capraja 

"^.■noves,..    ..x,-,.ll,.nt    wlu.,,    la    Tinti    is   n..    „,,.,,.,„     .„, 

:;•^;^'•and.and.i„n,,d..d,o,e;l::,:^:;.^ 

•.or;;'k-i'r''''' '''''- '^>"-t^i-,i„.,iu.eo]i;?,p 
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thin;:  iti-clf  in-tciiil  nf  it>  imiiirc  Art  pniriTcls  frnin  llic  hraiii 
iunl  iii>t  from  liic  htart.  When  your  -uliirct  ilKniiiind's  vmi. 
\tn\  arc  ihc  An\r  .-iini  iimI  t!n'  tii.i-trr.     Vnn  inc  hkr  n  kitii: 

ll(.'M-I    liV   hi.-   Iicci[ilr.       'I'd   fcrl    li»(i   k'Tlllv.  at    till'    ip.iinclU    when 

Vdii  wciulil  ji(prir;,\  ihiit  I'lcliii::.  i-  nr:  in-nrnclinn  of  tln' 
wiist's  ii;riiiti-t  tlic  will." 

'■('iiiiM  ui'  not  pi'iivi'  till-  fur  mir-i  !vc-  In  a  fir-Ii  i'\[u'ri- 
niciil !'"  ii>kcii  ilic  (l(i(  inr. 

"('ataiiiM,  y<\\  iniLiliI  liriiiL'  ymir  ifii^r  ai'  I  prima  ilnruia 
top'llu'r  aL'aiii."  >ai(i  ('apraja  Ut  In-   rririHJ. 

'■'Irrillriiicii."  iv[iliiil  till'  |»iiki'.  ""prav  -up  wiili  mi'  tn-niL'ht. 
Wo  iiiii>t  rccniirilc  the  tcri(ir  ami  la  ('lanria:  nthcrwi-i'  tlic 
PCasrill   ill    W'llirc  \\i!l    ill'  -p.iili'il." 

TIiL'  invitatidii  \va>  acccplcil. 

"(itiiidolicrs  I"  c-ricil  t'atain'o. 

"Out"  inuiiiciu."  ^ai'l  \'i'iiilraiiiiii  to  llu'  hukc;  '•Mcnimi  in 
expecting'  nn'  at  l-'li>rianV.  ami  I  do  imt  ilaii'  lu  lease  him 
alone.  W'c  mii.-t  ^vt  him  iniuxicalcd  tn-tii'j-lit.  cKc  lie  will 
kill  himself  to-mon'ow." 

"Curpo  siiiiht.'"  cxclaiiiu'il  the  hukc  "i  must  save  the 
good  lad  fur  llif  -akc  nf  my  family's  wilfarc  and  fimiri'  pros- 
pects.    1  will  inviii'  him  also." 

All  repaired  to  Florian's.  uhcrc  I  lie  (mud  wa-  found  in- 
dul;;iji;,'  in  a  >tormv  diseus>ion,  whidi  rca^od  at  siirlit  of  the 
tenor.  In  a  corner  near  a  window  nju-nim:  "tit  on  the  irallerv 
pat  the  IVincc,  ri-rid  and  with  fixed  eyes — the  dread  ima;,'e 
of  despair. 

'"The  niadiiiaii  does  not  know  what  he  wants!"  >aid  the 
doctor  to  \'endraniin.  in  French.  "Ilcre  is  a  man  who  is 
able  to  set  .Massiniilla  l)oni  apart  from  ail  creation,  and 
pos.«ess  her  in  heaven,  am.d  ideal  ponip  >ucli  as  no  carthlv 
power  can  realize,  lie  can  hehold  his  mistrc-s  alwavs  nn- 
.■jullied  and  niaje-tic:  can  hear  alwav-  within  liim-elf  wh:tt 
we  have  just  heard  on  the  >ea<h(ire:  can  live  ahv.p.-  iti  the 
warmth  of  a  pair  of  eyes  that  create  for  him  the  L'lowin,<:. 
golden  atmosphere  [ilaci'd  hy  Titian  aliout  his  ^■ir^in  in  his 
'Assumption,'    and    lirst    invented    hy    Raphael — after   some 
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roolanon-for  h.s  'Tnmsll.umt.u,,;  An,l  v.t  tins  man 
ynly  desiirs  lo  hin,  ,|„.  p.,,.,,,.  I  u..nl,|  ,nlv,..:  ,|,at  I,,  un.to 
iiis  sonsual  pas.Hun  nn.l  I,,.  lMav,.„!v  lov  ,„  on.  um.m„. 
n  a  won).  I,,.  n,,i>i  |,av..  a  Mii>tr(.ss.  l,ko  all  tli.-  rest  of  us 
II-  po>.M.sH.s  a  -o,l,|,.-s.  an.l  ih..  „ii-..,al.l,.  |\.|l„w  wants  her 
'"  '•<•  a  fen.al..:  I  Ml  you,  >„•.  lie  i>  ah-liuni,,;,  i,.,,,,,,,.  a„d 
I  .annot  an>u..r  fur  it  il.al  li,.  will  um  lat-r  .!„.  nf  ,l,.>pair 

•  O  ye  fiuvs  of  w.mieii,  (i„rly  „iiilin...l  iu  a  pure.  iH'i-ht  oval 
'■■'allin>r  the  .n.ati.m^  wlirrnn  art  has  striven  triutuphantly 
^^■'"'  """'re!  i)nn„.  (Vet  tlial  .anuot  walk,  frail  l..n,res  that 
■■>n  earthly  hn.ze  uiay  >haih  r.  ,-!en,l,.r  funus  that  ,a.i  never 
.nneeive.  vir-in.s  we  .Irean.e.l  „f  from  .hihlhoo,].  a.lnun>.l 
.n  s,rn.t  worship,..!  without  avail.  ..,nelop,.,|  i„  ravs  of  so,,,,, 
unquenehahe  ,le.irc>-a]l  y  who,,,  we  n,av  uev../ a^^a.n  be- 
Moid  hut  Whoso  srml,.  inHueiiees  our  whole  life— what  ho"  of 
in  Kp.curean  was  it  that  trie.l  to  ,Ira-  vo„  down  int.>"the 
on  re  of  earth! 

"Ah,  monsieur,  th,.  sun  li-hi.  and  ju-ats  th,.  ,.arth  onlv 
•'•''■'use  It  is  thirly-thiv,.  mill,,,,,,  of  h.a-u..s  awnv  \p- 
f.roaoh  nearer,  an,!  s.i,.,,,..  warns  you  that  it  is  neitlier  warm 
nor  luminous,  for  s,i,.,„.(.  ,1,h.s  am,.unt  to  somethin-''-  he 
ailderl.  lookin<r  at  Capraja. 

"Not  so  |,a,l  for  a  Fren.h  doctor  I"  said  Capraja,  pattinp 
•h-  lore,.n„.r>  .ho„|,i,.r.  ••V..„  l,,,,.  ju>t  ..xpla.n,.d  what 
l-.urope  fompr,.l„.nds  l,.ast  of  all  in  Dant...  h.<  K,.a,riee— ves 
Beatrice,  th,.  i,l,.al  ficr„ro,  th,.  , ,,„.,„  ol  po^ir  fanev.  ..hos..n  of 
all.  consecrated  by  t,^ars.  deifi,.d  l.v  n.cmorv.  ,.o„linuallv  re- 
juvenated because  ,)f  unhc'dcd  doircs!" 

"My  dear  I'rin,-.-  said  the  Duk,.  i„  a„  asi,!,-  to  Kmilio 
"cime  sup  with  me.  \\1„.„  a  man  takes  from  a  poor  Vea- 
pohtan  botli  Iiis  w,lV  and  his  mistn^ss.  he  can  ivfus,  the 
.Neapolitan  nothing:  I" 

The  Neapolitan  jV.t.  .~p.,ke!i  wiih  aristoc-atie  ta>te.  elicited 
a  smile  from  Kmilio.  who  allow,.!  ih,.  Duke  to  take  his  arm. 
Cataneo  liad  ahvady  i,;.uii„  p,vp,,,a!i,.ns  l.v  xmhw^  a  hov 
to  his  palace  from  il.i   .ale. 

Since  the  Talaz/u  .Me,,,,,,,  wa^  in  the  (irand  Canal,  on  the 
sz 
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side  of  tho  Churdi  of  SjiiitJi  Marin  della  Salute,  it  was  neces- 
sary' to  po  hv  tlio  Hialto.  if  on  foot;  or  a  ^'oiidola  mijrht  bo 
taken.  But  the  ^nicsls  did  not  wi.-li  in  \Mr\  compMiiv.  and 
thcri'forc  preferred  to  walk  ai  in.-s  X't'iiicc.  'I'lic  huk'-'s  iii- 
firiiiities  ohiip'd  him  to  ^ct  a  ^juiidnla. 

About  two  o'clock,  in  the  inuniiuL'.  a  jiai-^cr-liy  wuiild  have 
seen  I'alazzo  Meinini  .-IkidI  iii;_^  forth  ray>  of  lijj;ht  on  the 
waters  of  the  (Jrand  I'anal  I'miii  every  wiiidnw.  and  wmild 
have  heard  the  dcliuditfid  o\criure  to  ><>  niinmiiilr.  played  at 
the  foot  of  the  stairway  by  ihe  orchestra  from  the  Fenice, 
that  was  serenadinj:  la  'I'lnii. 

The  guests  were  at  dipper  in  the  gallery  on  tho  second 
floor.  From  the  iialeoiiy  la  Tinti  saiiL',  in  aekuow  ledfrment. 
Almaviva's  JUtuna  si  rii,  while  the  l)nke"s  steward  distributed 
fees  from  his  nia>ter  amoii;,''  the  poor  arii.-ts.  and  invited  them 
to  dinner  on  the  day  iVllowini:.  ."-^iieh  cnurtesie-  are  custom- 
ary with  great  lords  who  protect  ^in,i:cr-.  and  with  noble 
ladies  who  protect  tenors  and  ba.-se~.  In  these  eases  one 
must  simply  marry  tlie  whole  theatre  stall". 

Cataneo  did  tidngs  iiand-onuly.  lie  \va-  the  manager's 
banker,  and  this  season  had  co^t  him  two  thousand  crowns. 
He  iiad  ju-t  relitled  the  palace,  and  iin]iorte(l  a  French  cook. 
and  wines  from  every  country.  One  may  iielieve  that  the 
supper  was  served  in  royal  .-tyle. 

Seated  iiy  la  Tinti's  side,  the  Prince  fidt  keenly,  through- 
out the  un'al,  what  poets  of  all  tongues  call  the  darts  of 
love.  The  image  of  the  divine  Massimilla  had  become  ob- 
scured, as  the  realization  of  the  Deity  i>  >o!neiimes  overcast 
by  nusts  of  doubt  in  the  soul  (d'  hermit~.  Fa  'i'inti  felt  her- 
self the  happic^l  woman  in  the  world,  when  she  saw  ln-r.-elf 
loved  by  Emilio.  Sure  of  })ossessing  him,  she  was  animated 
by  a  jov  that  was  reflected  in  her  countenance.  Her  re- 
splendent beauty  took  on  so  lively  a  glow  that  the  men,  a:- 
thev  raised  their  glasses,  coidil  not  re>i>t  bowing  to  her  in 
token  of  admiration. 

"The  Duchos  cannot  compare  with  la  Tinti,''  said  the 
doctor,  forgetful  of  his  theory,  in  the  ligln  of  the  Sicdian'- 
eyes. 
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moated  my  whole  beiiiij; — my  heiiit,  my  lun^^s.  My  soul  and 
my  lliroat  breathe  a  i-in^He  breath. 

"In  your  dreams  have  you  never  listened  to  heavenly 
strains,  produced  liy  unknown  comjxiser-  who  mai<e  use  of 
the  {Hire  sound  that  nature  places  everywheri' — strains  that 
we  repeat  more  or  le^s  {)erl'eetly  by  the  instruments  with 
which  we  compose  variej,'ated  masses,  hut  which,  in  these 
wonderful  dream-conec'rts,  are  not  cloyed  by  the  imperfec- 
tions of  performer-  who  (annot  he  all  sentiment,  all  soul? 
Well,  I  Jiave  ^nveii  you  the-e  .-eif-^ame  .~irain> — and  you 
abuse  me  I  You  are  as  crazy  as  the  pit  of  the  Fenice  that 
hissed  me.  I  diMlaiiied  tiie  vul;,'ar  crowd,  for  they  could 
not  rise  with  me  to  the  hei;:hts  where  art  is  suj)rcine.  Now 
I  turn  to  men  of  note,  to  a    Frenchman — ah  I  he  is  gone!"' 

"He  left  lialf  an  hour  api,"  said  X'endramin. 

'"Too  liad  I  he  would  prohai)ly  have  nmk'r.-tood  me.  since 
worthy  Italian.-,  palmns  of  art,  do  not." 

''.\way  with  you  I"  said  ('ajiraja.  smilinii.  and  tapping 
the  tenor  on  the  head.  "■(JaUop  awnv  on  the  winL'cd-horse 
of  the  divine  Ariosto;  cha.-c  your  .LdiUeriiiir  eiiimeras,  niu- 
eical  theorist  that  you  are  I  " 

Indeed,  every  jruesl,  consineed  thai  (ieno\e>e  was  tijjsy, 
had  paid  no  attention  lo  him.  (iipraja  alone  had  understood 
the  Frenchman's  diagnosis. 

While  the  wine  of  Cyprus  was  loo.-eninjr  every  tonf^ue, 
and  each  one  present  rode  hi>  pei  hobby,  the  phy-ician  wa,s 
awaiting  Massimilla  in  a  e-ondo],i.  after  sending  her  a  note 
of  Wndramin's. 

Massimilla  ai)peared  in  her  night-dress,  .-o  greatly  was 
she  alarmed  by  the  recent  farewell  of  the  I'rincc,  and  sur- 
prised by  the  iiopes  tile  letter  awakened. 

''Madame,""  said  the  doctor,  as  lie  gave  her  a  seat  and 
signaled  the  gondoliers  to  proceed.  •Vomething  mu.-t  be  done 
at  this  moment  to  save  the  life  of  Ijuilio  .Alenimi,  and  you 
alone  can  do  it." 

"What  is  it?"  she  asked. 

"Ah !  can  you  resign  yourself  to  play  an  ignoble  part — 
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you,  tm-  most  n<,l,l(.  h,,i)^r  j,  ,,  ,„,.,,blo  to  a.imire  in  Italy  ?  Can 
}ou  iiv>Lviul  tnm,  ynir  abu.l,.  i„  tlic  a/.urc  heights  to  the 
iM'd  ol  a  ,nun,..n:-  In  a  w„ni.  ran  von,  >nhiim.-  angel  of 
imre  and  spotle.v^  ncauty.  (on>ent  i,.  Irign  the  passion  of  a 
Hull,  in  her  ..tead,  and  in  snch  inainuT  a>  to  deceive  the 
an.ent  Enulio.  uIiok'  iutoxieati..n.  indeed,  makes  him  short 
Ol  vision!' 

"is  that  all:--  >aid  slu',  Mniling,  and  revealing  to  the  sur- 
I'lised  iTen.hnian  a  sidr  luilierlo  unpereeived  hv  him,  in 
ihe  delight  tul  iiauiiv  .d'  an  Italian  woman  in  love.  ^'I  will 
'  xcced  la  'riiiii  her.M'lf,  if  it  is  nee,s.s;irv,  to  save  the  life  of  a 
my   friend." 

"And  you  will  thus  blend  in  mu,.  the  two  passions,  sena- 
i-ated  111  iii.^  heart  by  a  niouniain  of  poetic  frdin.'  that  will 
melt  away  like  tho  >nou-  of  a  glari^r  hm.ath  the  ravs  of 
:i  summer  sun." 

"1.  in  turn,  shall  be  under  lasting  obligations  to  vou,"  re- 
pli.Ml  the  Duehess  soberly. 

Whrii  the  i)li\.M(ian  ivtunu'd  to  th.'  balconv.  where  the 
orgy  had  takon  on  the  character  of  Venetian 'madness,  he 
'';"'  "  .i">""^  '""•"  'li^'t  .-reaped  the  I'rmee.  wlio  was 
c-iarmed  by  la  Tim,,  and  wiio  iimmised  inmself  renewed 
dohghts  with  her.  La  Tinii  b..trave,l  the  true  Sieilian  in 
llic fmoiion>  (d  a  pa.-si.,n  about   lo  be  satisfied. 

The  Frenelinian  wbi.prred  .-oniellung  in  X'endrainin's  ear 
:iud   la  Tinti   beeame  uneasv.  ' 

"What  are  you  plotting  r"  .-he  demand.'d  of  i-lmilio's 
friend. 

"Ar.'  you  of  tii,.  vl-^ht  „,rt:'"  said  the  doetor  to  her  in  a 
low  tone,  and  \  iili  i|.,.  liriiine,-s  of  an  operator. 

'^It  is  lo  sa\.'  i;i,;i::i,,--  !ijV."  added  Vendramin. 

The  iineslion  >tabbed  the  poor  girl  like  a  dagirer-thrust. 

"Coiiii-!"  th.    doctor  eoniinande  1. 

'i'iie  uretched  singer  are-e  and  went  t(.  the  foot  of  the 
'.ilile.  betw.rn  \'endraiiiin  and  the  doctor,  where  -^he  took 
on  the  guise  of  a  criminal  ihiweeii  her  confessor  and  her 
exeeui loner.      For  .-^ome  tmie  she  argued  with  them,  but  love 
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fur  Emilio  .au.sed  her  to  ywU\  at  last.     The  final  word  from 
the  doctor  was  : 

"And  you   will   cure   Genovese!" 

La  Tinti  said  <..iiH.tIiin;:  to  tin-  tenor  a.,  she  went  around 
the  table.  Sh.-  ivj,,ining  the  Prinec.  chisprd  hiin  about  the 
neek  and  kis>fd  his  iiair  with  an  e\i.iv>,-i..n  of  de>pair  that 
struck  Vendraniin  and  the  Frnuhnian— the  oniv  ones  who 
were  into  the  x^T.^t-thrn  sh,.  Ik.,!  i..  hrr  mom.  S(>ein" 
Uenovcse  leave  ih,.  table,  and  Calaiifo  sul)inrri:,-d  in  a 
len^Mhy  niUM.al  di^eu.^si,.ii  with  Capraja.  Kniiln.  hastened 
toward  the  door  of  la  Tinti's  ehanilMT.  iai>ed  ilu-  portiere, 
and  disappeared  wiihm,  like  an  ed  int..  ili,.  inirc. 

"As  for  you,  Cataneo,"'  said  Capraja.  -vou  hav  run  the 
gamut  of  ])hysieal  j..ys,  and  there  you  are,  han-in-  :•,  life 
by  a  thread,  like  a  lardlioani  harleijiiin  full  ,,r  M-ar.-  and 
finding  plea.Mire  only  in  the  ten>e  Mrin-  ,.(  p  rfc,  i  luii-on." 

"And  you,  Capraja.  who  haw  made  a  theorv  out  of  (>verv- 
thing— are  you  not  m  the  Nime  fi.x  ;  1),,  vou  not  eanter 
through  life  on  a  roul.ide:-" 

"1  possess  tlie  entire  world!"  -aid  Capraja,  stretching 
out  his  liand  with  a  myal  ,L'-e>ture. 

'And  I  have  eouviiKn.il  ii  "  r(.^rw,n.i,.,i  ii.,,  i).,!-,. 

Jliey  .siw,  tlieii,  that  the  dorfir  and  Vendraniin  had  ^^one 
and  that  thev  were  alone. 
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On  the  following  m.irniii-.  after  the  happiest  of  happv 
nig  's,  the  sluird.er  of  the  Priiiee  was  .liMurlM.d  i)v  a  dream 
lie  felt  upon  his  l,rea>t  the  trickle  of  ,,,  arl~.  thai  had  been 
shed  by  an  an-el.  He  awoke  to  llinl  himself  bathed  in  the 
tears  of  .Mas>iniilla  Honi.  who  held  him  in  her  arms  and 
watched  over  him   while  \u    slept. 

That  ev.ming  at  the  Feiiiee-althongh  la  Tinti  had  not 
allowed  her  mate  to  -,.1  „p  „„til  tw„  in  the  afternoon 
which  IS  night,  thev  say.  to  a  teimr's  voie,^(i,.nove.-e  san-- 
divinely  ill  his  r..Ie  in  .<.'nnr(niii,lr.  He  was  recalled  with 
la  Tiiiti;  new  wivaili^  weiv  show.'red  upon  them:  the  pit 
was  wild  with  jnv.  'j-h,.  i,.„„r  no  longer  tried  to  win  the 
prima  donna  by  the  cha.-ms  of  an  "angelic  method.'' 
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^ondraniin  was  tlip  only  nuo  wli,.ni  tlic  doctor  could  not 
cure.  T\w  lovt'  of  a  roiintry  tliiil  no  loti^rcr  oxists  is  irre- 
"I'-diiiblc.  The  yoiiiiir  X'.Tidian,  tlirmi;:!,  forcino:  an  ac- 
quaiiitaiKv  with  tile  ilurl.Tnili  (viiturv.  and  living:  with 
thc_  dread  nii>ln..v<  hrou^'ht  In  (,|mu.i.  when  hr  f,,uiid  him- 
self led  hy  lan;rii„r  into  a  world  of  i,arc  nalitv,  succumbed, 
mourned  and  pitied  l.y  hi;-  frieiid>. 

And  what  of  the  outeoiiir  .d"  this  adwntun'?  It  is  so  com- 
monplace!    One  word  will  Miili,,.  for  (lc\ot.v>  of  the  Ideal. 

The  Duche.-s  was  with  chihl. 

The  IVris,  the  nymphs,  the  faino.  the  svlphs  of  olden 
time,  the  (irecian  Mum-,  the  niarb!,.  \'irdiis'of  the  Cortosa 
at  I'avia.  the  Day  an.l  Xi;:ht  of  Miehael  .Xn^elo.  the 
chenibs  that  Hellmi  was  liie  first  to  pla.-e  at  tlie  bottom  of 
his  cluirc'i  picture.,  an.l  that  Uaphael  paint. d  >,>  divinely 
at  the  foot  of  the  ■•\'irj:in  wnh  the  Itoimr."  and  the  Ma- 
donna that  freeze,  at  Dresden,  the  e!i:iriMin-  Maidens'  by 
Orcagna  in  the  Chunh  uf  S,,n-M  iel,ei,.  at  "Florence,  the 
celestial  choir  about  the  ,M-pii!e|,ie  ..f  Saint  Sebahhis  at 
.Xuremberg.  the  \'ir-ins  of  Dw.w.n  at  Milan,  tin-  li-ures  with- 
in a  hundred  (e.ihie  cathedra!^  -al!  t!ie  race  of  people 
who  break-  their  mould-  to  aii>w.  r  \oim-  summons,  arti.sts 
<'f  genius— all  lh(-e  angehe  and  diM.mbodH.d  maidens  a>sem- 
liled  in  one  va-i  throiig  at  Mas.similla's  bedside,  and  wcptl 

Parlx,  May  25,  1S39. 
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A  SEASIDE  TRAGEDY* 

To  Madame  la  I'l-iiucssf  ran.liin-  Calitzin  dc  Gonthod.  af^e 
Cointcssc  Wak'Wska,  tliis  souvenir  of  the  Author  is  respt-ctfully 
dedicated. 


TiiK  yoiiriLr  f'T  the  nuist  piirt  <lcli<rht  In  nioasiiro  tlio  fntiirp 
with  a  pair  df  foiiipiH^i'-  of  their  own:  when  the  stren^rth  of 
the  will  erpiaN  the  1m,Mii,-<  ,,f  the  jMi^'le  tliat  tliey  thii>  project, 
the  whoh'  worM  i-  theirs. 

Tlii>  pheiHuiienon  of  mental  existeno)^  takes  plae(\  liowover, 
only  at  a  eertain  a,i:e.  ami  that  a,L'e.  without  exe(>|.tion.  lies  in 
the  years  between  twenty-two  and  eiizht-and-twentv.  It  is 
an  a<re  of  first  concept  inns.  iMcaii-e  it  is  an  aire  of  vast  lonp- 
infr.s.  an  asre  which  is  doniitfiil  of  nothini:;  donht  at  that  time 
is  a  conression  of  weakness;  it  pa-es  as  swifilv  a<  the  sowinrr 
time,  am!  [<  followed  hy  the  aire  of  cxenuiun^  There  are  in 
some  sort  two  perio<Is  of  vouth  in  every  h  —the  voiith  of 
confident  hopes  and  the  yuulh  .{'  adion:  sometiine-  in  those 
whom  Xatnre  has  fa\ored.  the  two  a;:es  coincide,  and  then 
we  have  a  ("a'-ar,  a  .\ewton,  or  a  Bonaparte — the  preatest 
amon,<r  great  men. 

I  was  nieasi  rin^'  the  space  of  time  that  a  single  tlioiisrht 
needs  for  its  development,  and  (compass  in  hand)  -lood  on 
a  crag  a  hundred  fathoms  ahove  the  sea.  siirvevinir  my  future. 
and  filling  it  with  great  worl^-.  like  an  engineer  who  should 
survey  an  empty  land,  and  cover  it  with  f..rtre~se-;  and  palaces. 
The  sea  wa-  calm,  the  waves  toy.-d  with  the  reefs  of  rock.  I 
liiid  just  dre-sed  after  a  -wini.  and  wa-  waiting  for  Pauline, 
niy  iruardian  angel,  who  was  hathing  in  a  granite  hasin  floored 
with  line  sand,  the  daintie-^t  l.athing-place  of  Nature's  fash- 
ioning for  the  sea-fairies. 

*A  k-ttor  written  In  i,oui.s  Lambert. 
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Wo  wfTP  ;i(  flic  utiiin-t  ivtr.initv  of  rru!-ir-point.  a  tinv 
pfninsuln  in  Kriti;ui>.  ;  \\r  u.  iv  I',,.-  froni  ili.-  'i.um  it-df.  iind 
in  a  jiart  of  thr  c.a-i  -o  iiKi,-r,  ..;|,l,.  t!iat  iln'  inland  n'vciuic 
doparttiicnt  i-iiornl  ii.  luid  a  r  .a-t.Mianl  scaivrlv  .v.t  [lasscd 
that  way.     Ah  I  to  flip  in  ihi'  vvind«  of  .pace,  after  a  pliinsr*' 
in   the  sea'      Who   would    not    h;i\"   huiiirhcd    fortli    into  th*' 
fntiirc?     Whvdid  I  think?     Wiiv  (h...^  a  troul.lr  msadc  ii>  ?— 
Wlio  knows?     I(hM<  .Irift  aero--  hfart  ,ind  hrain  h\   no  will  of 
yours.      Xo   coiirtc-an    i<    nioro   i  -pricioiH.    more    imperious, 
tiian  an  arti^tV  ni-piration  :  \.iii  nm^t  <eizi.  her  like  Fortiino, 
and  urasp  her  hy  the  hair— when  -he  ,onies.     Borne  aloft  hy 
my  tlion,<:lit,  like  A-toJpho  upon  hi-  hippo;r,.itf.  i  rode  across 
my  world,  and  arran-ed  it  all  to  mv  likin-j-.    'I'lien  when  I  wa- 
fain  to  find  some  anLTury  in   the  thiiiLTs  ahont   me   for  these 
darinir  rastles  thnt  a  wild  imagination  hade  me  h.iiild.  I  heard 
a  sweet  cry  ahovc  the  imirmnr  of  the  rc-tle--  sea-frini:e  that 
marks  the  chh  and  flow  of  the  tide  upon  the  shore,  the  sound 
of  a  woman's  voice  calHiiu'  to  me  throiiL'h  the  loneliness  and 
silence,  th.>  irlad  cry  of  a  woman  frc-h  from  the  s.-a.     It  was 
as  if  a  soul  leapt  forth  in  that  crv.  ;ii,d  it  s(>emed  to  mc  a.s  if 
T  liad  seen  the  footprint^  of  an  an-cl  on  tin    hare  rocks,  an 
an<;cl  with  outspread  winLr<.  who  cried.  "Von  will  succeed!" 
I  came  down,  radiant   ,ind   liulit   of   foot,  hv  hoimd-.  like  a 
pehhlo  fliini:  down  some  -tecp  -1(mn..     "What  is  it?"  she  asked 
as  soon  as  she  saw  me,  and  I  did  not  an>wer:  mv  eves  were 
full  of  tears. 

Yesterday  Pauline  liad  felt  my  sorrow,  as  to-day  she  felt 
my  joy,  with  the  niaL'ical  re-j>on-ivcness  of  a  harp  that  is 
sensitive  to  every  chaiiL'e  in  the  at  mosphere.— Life  ha<  ex- 
quisite tnonHMits.  We  went  in  silence  alonir  the  hendi.  The 
sky  was  elomlless:  t!icr(>  was  not  a  rip,|ile  on  the  sea:  others 
mi^riit  have  seen  nothinir  there  hut  two  vast  hlue  stepp.  -  ahove 
and  below:  hut  as  tor  us.  who  had  no  need  of  w<ird-  tu  under- 
stand each  other,  who  could  conjure  uj)  illusions  t^  'Va-t  the 
eyes  of  youth  and  fill  the  si)ace  hetwecn  the  zones  of  <ea  and 
sky — those  swaddlinir-hands  of  th,.  Infiniti — we  jm-scd  each 
other's  hands  at  the  ,-ligiite>i   change   that   pa^.-ed   over  the 
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flold.  of  wator  ..r  flw  flHrls  „f  air.  f-.r  in  tho.o  flootin-  .igns 
«f"  roa.l  tlio  mterprctatirm  of  m,r  .Innl.l..  thou-ht      \\hn  has 
nnt  known    in  th-  ,„„]<,  of  p!o,,.„n..  tlw  .n.-nimt  of  i„finito 
joy  whon  tl...  sonl  >Iif.  i,.  ,•„,„.,-,  .,f  ,i,,,,,.  ,.  j,  „.,,     ^^^^ 
n'tnrns  to  tho  world  whcuv  it  ran,..?     An,!  ,.I,.,.,s„ro  is  not 
our  only  pn,,],.  to  tlmso  n-ions :  an-  tln-r,.  no,   h<.urs  whon 
W'Hinpand  thnu^-ht  int.-rtwin..  with  thnu.Wu  an.l  frrlin-  an.l 
fare  forth  top.thcr  as  two  ..InMnn  who  t,W  .a.-h  oth.'r  bv 
til.'  hand  and  run.  wiihowt  knowin-  whv?     \\V  wmt  thu<=    " 
I  ho  rools  of  tho  town  ha.l  ..on,o  h.  ho  a  faint  <:rav  hno  on 
tlH'  l.onxon  hy  (ho  ti.no  that  w.  .a,,,.,  npon  a  poor  fisherman 
""  I.N  Muy  ha.k  to  (Voi.ic.     Ho  wa-  harofoofd  :  hi.  tn.u.sor. 
of  linrn  cloth,  won.  hot,.!,..],  and  tatl.rod.  and  frin-od  with 
ra^rs :  ho  woro  a  shirt  of  sailohuh.  and  a  n-To  ra^^  of  ^  jacket. 
1  h,s  wn.tohodn..ss  jarred  npon  us.  as  if  it  had  been  a  discord- 
ant note  ,n  the  midst  of  our  harn.onv.     W,.  huth  looked  at 
oach  oth.T.  ro;:rett,n^'  that  wo  had  notAhul  Kasnn's  treasury 
to  draw  upon  at  that  inoniont.     Tlio  fishornuin  was  swin-'ins 
a  s,,  end.d  h.hster  and  an  add.r-pike  on  a  strin.^  in  his  right 
hand,  whdo  in  the  h'ft  he  carried  his  fishin-  tackle     Wc  called 
to  hini.  With  u  view  to  huMu-  his  tl-h.     The  same  idea  that 
oocurred  t..  u.  h„ih  found  o.vpiv.wion  in  a  smile,  to  which  I 
H'plu'd  hv  a  iiohl  piv-M.re  of  the  arm  that  lav  m  mine  as  I 
drew  It  closer  to  my  hrari. 

It  was  onr  of  those  nothin-.  ,hat  mrmorv  afterwards 
weav..s  into  porins.  when  i,y  the  fireside  our  thoughts  turn  to 
the  hour  when  that  noihi„i,  so  n.ovr.l  us.  and  tli..  place  rises 
before  us  seen  ,hro„.d.  a  mira.iro  wlii,  !,  as  vet  has  not  been 
.nvestl.^,ted.  a  ma^rical  illu.>io„  tiia,  of,.n  "invests  material 
ilun-  about  us  dunni:  thos,.  moments  wln.n  litV  flows  swiftly 
and  our  hearts  are  full.  The  most  beautiful  places  are  only 
'>\"ii(  we  make  them. 

Hoe^  n't  Tl  l^  ""''■'•  ''"''  '"'"^■"'i"^  "I"  ^>  foot  in  him.  who 
doe.  not  find  that  so,,,,.  r,,,.m..nt  of  rock  hoM-  a  larger  place 
in  h.s  momones  than  famous  vi,.ws  ,n  nianv  lands  uh.ch  he 
ha.s  made  costlv  .journeyin.'.  ,o  .,..:'  Be,„h.  ,|,„  ^oek  what 
thought.s  surgtNj  throug!,  him!     Then,  he  lived   through  a 
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wlmlc  lifo;  t'uri'  fcir^  uirc  (!i--i|i:it.  •!.  iiml  •■^'I'.iiiw  of  hnpo 
shono  into  tin-  dcptli-  of  hi-  -n;i!.     At  I'l.it   iiininrrit  the  -im. 

as     if    SVIIUiMlhi/.ilVL.'    Wllll     tlln-i'     lIlnHLOl!-    <>{    liivr    np    nf    file 

future,  i-ii-t  ii  ;:'"«■  (if  liu'lit  .iinl  wnnntli  <i\'  r  t!ii'  iMUtiv  -iilcs 
of  tlic  rock;  liis  ('}(•<  wiTi'  ilrawu  to  ;i  iiinnnl^iin  llnwrr  hero 
and  iluTc  on  it:»  <i(l<'-.  ainl  tin'  criinnii'-  and  rift-  Lrrrw  !arj:cr 
in  th(>  silence  and  pea.  r  :  the  ma^s,  -o  dark  in  n  ality.  took  the 
line  of  liifJ  dream-:  and  then  how  leautiful  it  wa-  with  it- 
seantv  phmt  lif  ,  its  pun  M'tit-seented  eaininnili'  llowers.  it- 
velvet  frond-  oi'  iiiaiden-liair  frrn  !  How  -plend.dly  decked 
for  a  prolon^red  festival  of  hnman  power-  e\ullaiil  in  their 
strength!  One(>  already  the  Lake  of  I'.iemie.  -een  from  the 
island  of  Saint-Pierre,  had  so  spoken  to  mr;  p-  ihap-  th''  roek 
at  C'roisie  will  !»■  the  l.i-t  id'  Jie-(  joy-.  But.  then,  what  will 
become  of  Pauline ? 

"You  have  had  a  ;ineeateh  thi-  niorninir.  ^"'oil  man,"  I  said 
to  the  fisliernian. 

"Yes,  '^ir,"  he  answered,  eomin;:  to  a  staiul;  and  we  saw 
his  face,  swarthy  with  exposure  to  the  -un"s  ray-  that  beat 
down  on  the  snrl'aee  of  'le  -ea.  i'lie  e\|)re.--ioii  of  hi-  face 
told  of  the  patient  roiunation  and  the  :-imple  manners  of 
tisluT  f"!k.  Then'  wa^  ii"  rou;:!!!!' --  in  tlie  luan'.-  voire;  he 
had  a  kindly  n  >uth,  and  there  wa-  an  indelinahle  somethin;: 
about  hini — amiiitiopl  — .  -tarveil,  and  -tuiiled.  We  should 
have  been  disappointed  if  lie  had  looi^i  d  otherwise. 

"Where  will  you  sell  the  lisiir' 

"In  the  town." 

"What  will  they  give  you  for  the  lobster?" 

"Fifteen  sou-." 

"And  for  the  adder-pike?" 

"Twenty  sous." 

"Why  does  it  ((^t  so  much  more  than  the  lobster?" 

"Oh!  the  adder-})ike"  (heealled  it  an  t^/cr-pike)  "is  nuich 
more  delicate,  sir!  And  then  they  are  as  s[)iteful  a>  monkeys, 
and  very  hard  to  catch." 

"Will  you  let  us  have  them  both  for  five  francs?"  asked 
Pauline.    The  man  stootl  stock-still  with  astonishment 
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"Yon  shall  no,  I,,-n..  ,!,..„, .-  |  ..,,,.1.  !,„.,„,    .,  j,j,, 
franc,  for  .hon,.     Kuu.u.u.  .houl.l  1.  p.,,1  f,:;  at  a  ,4^1 

••yuito  n.lu.-  n.,nrn..,l  -hr:  -i.ut   I   mean  ,o  have  them 
1  hi<l^  U'u  f ran.s  two  s.,ii.  f„r  them." 
"Ten  soii.s." 
"Twelve  francs." 
'Fifteen  francs." 

"Fifteen  fran^s  fifty  oentimes,"  said  she. 

A  linniircil  francs." 
"A  himdriMl  and  fifty." 

each  other  any  longer.    Our  poor  fi.,h..r,nan  was  n,vstifie:i   no 
now.n,  whether,,,    n.  annove.l  or  ,o  „ve  hin.clf  up  to  jov 

I'llxe  to  our  landladv. 

"Is  that  how  vou  niakc  a  livimr''"  I  .i  l- .,i    ,.       i  i 

hi'  can.e  to  he  .s,',  poor.  ^'  '  "•'"<^^''-'".^'  how 

"It  is  ahout  all  I  can  do.  and  it  is  a  verv  hard  life."  ho  .aid 
M...re  fislnn,.  ,s  a  .hancv  trade  when  v,.„  h.vc  ncithr-r  lit 
or,,ots  and  nu,st  do  ,,w,,h.,oo.s  and  tackle.     Vo„  hive  " 
.»!<  f"    ""_"  >";«;.  .von  >ee.  for  the  ,1-h  or  the  shell-flsh.  while 
l^-.v,,,,do,lnn..  onalar-M.scalepn,  o„,  ,o.<ea.      It  is  so 

'^.rd  to  „,al<e  a  l,v,n,r  ..,,  i,.  ,ha,  I  an,  the  onlv  shore-fi.lK.r  in 
K.se  parts.      I-or  whole  davs  ,o.e,hcr   I   .e,   no.hin^  at  all 

or  .f  you  are  to  catch  anv.lnn..  an  adder-p,ke   nmst   fall 
-.^1>and^.,e,,    y,^^^ 

nu.st    ,e  fool  eno,„.h  ,o  s„ck  ,o  ,he  nu-ks.     So„,otin>os  some 

ha._.e    on,e  up  w„h  a  h„d.  „de.  and  ,hen  I  ,.,  hold  of  them." 

And.  al„.r  all.  taking  one  thing  with  another,  what  do 

you  make  each  dav?"  -  wiiai  uo 

mv"^'r!'"/';;  T"^'""  "'"•  '  '""'''  -•■'  ""  •'■  ^  had  no  one  hut 
m  .elf.  hut  I  have  n.y  father  to  keep,  and  the  old  man  can't 
help  mo;  he  IS  hlind."  <»u  t-an  i 

The  words  came  from  him  ,,„ite  s.mplv;   Paulino  and  I 
looked  at  each  other  iu  sileuce. 
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"Have  von  a  wife  or  a  -wci'tlicarl  ?" 

He  irhuircd  at  n>  wiili  (HH'  n\'  i!ic  inn-i  pitf(iii>  oxnv'  ions 
(hat  I  have  ever  x'cn  -'11  a  hip-  an  fair,  ainl  aii.-wcrcil.  "If  I 
had  a  wife,  I  .-liDiiiil  lia\c  in  liirii  my  mM  faiinr  adrift  :  I  could 
not  kr<'|)  hiiii  and  Ixiip  a  wifr  and  cliildnTi  tno.  " 

"But.  my  i;ood  fc'Iow.  why  don't  ynii  try  I'i  earn  more  hy 
carryiiiLT  ^ah  in  the  haven,  or  hy  workinLT  in  the -alt  pit.-?"' 

".\hl  .-ir.  I  rould  not  stand  th>'  work  for  thrco  tnontli?.  I 
am  not  stroiiLT  onouuii.  and  if  anytliinir  liapjicnril  to  me  my 
father  woidfl  have  to  \}fj.  d'h"  only  -oi't  nf  wnrk  for  me  is 
sonu'thin;^-  that  want-  a  litilo  -kill  and  a  lot  of  pationco.'' 

"But  how  can  two  propic  live  on  nvcivc  sons  a  day?" 

"Oh.  sir.  wc  live  on  huckwhcat  hannocki  and  tlie  barnacles 
1  hrcak  oil'  the  rocks." 

"How  old  arc  you  ?"' 

"Thirty-seven." 

"Have  you  alwavs  stopped  here?" 

"I  once  \\(iit  to  ( ;n'''i'andf  to  he  drawn  for  the  army,  and 
once  to  Savenay  to  he  examined  hy  -iwih-  ;:-entlenien  who  meas- 
ured me.  If  I  had  luen  an  ineli  taller,  they  would  luive  imide 
me  into  a  soldier.  The  (u'-t  Iohl'  mar'eh  would  ha\e  put  an 
end  to  me.  and  my  jte.nr  father  would  have  heen  heL'';^-inj:  his 
broad  this  day." 

1  have  ima^uiiU'd  many  lra:;edie-.  and  I'auline.  who  passes 
her  life  hy  the  side  of  a  man  wiio  -ull'er-  a-  1  do.  i-  used  to 
strong  emotion,  yet  nciiher  of  u-  had  ever  heard  words  so 
touching  as  the;-e  of  the  li-hcrman.  We  walked  on  for  several 
steps  in  silence,  fathoming  the  dumb  depths  of  this  stranger's 
life,  admiring  the  nohh  iie.-s  of  a  .-acritict'  made'  uneons(aously ; 
the  strength  of  hi-  weakne.-s  made  iis  marvel,  his  reckless 
generosity  humhled  u-.  A  vi-inu  of  the  life  of  this  ])oor 
creature  rose  before  me.  a  lift'ofpm'e  iii-tiiict.a  being  chained 
to  his  rock  like  a  ciun  ict  fettered  to  a  cannon  ball,  seeking  for 
shell-fish  to  gain  a  livelihoo.l.  and  upheld  m  that  knig  patience 
of  twenty  year.-  by  a  >ingli'  feeling  I  How  many  hopes  disap- 
pointed by  a  s(iuall.  or  a  change  in  the  wi  atlier  I  And  while 
he  was  hanging  over  the  edge  of  a  block  of  granite  with  arms 


A  SKASIDK  TnA(;Kl)Y  333 

ontstmchcd  lik-  a  il,,,.].,,  iak,r.  l,i,  „!,|  r;„h,.r.  ,r<uw]un.  on 
his  sto..l  in  th,.  dark.  mI.-mi  hui.  u-a.  waMu,::  for  i\k-  c.mr.e.t 
"t  the  >lirl!-liJ|.  aii.l  hiva.l.  if  [1„.  ,„i  >huiil,l  pl,,i<e. 

"lioyun  (Iriiik  uinc  !i,,\v  an.]  iliei):""  I  a.^kcd. 

*'  I  lircc  ur  fmir  tin:..^  a  \'ar.'" 

,  '■^''■'■>'  ^^■'■'■-  >""  -liair.lrink  wine  (o-.lav.  vou  and  vour 
faihcr:  and  uv  uiil  ^.,,,1   vmi  a  whitr  loaf." 

"'I  nil  art-  \cn   kiml.  >ir," 

•■W.-  will  ,-is,.  v,,u  thr  uliLivwiihal  fnr  dmncr.  if  vou  care 
I..  Aum  u>  III,,  uay  alon-  the  ^h^rL■  i,.  I'.au.  whiTr  \v,.  shall 
-..■  tlu'  tuw.Tiliat  Livi-vnii  a  \uw  ,,(  ih,.  liari,..r  and  tlw'  ^iiore 
Oft  ween  Balz  ami  ('n.j.Hc-." 

-With  plfaMiiv,"  .-aui  he.     ••(.,.  .traiLdit  „n.  fullow  the  road 

>""  "'■'■  '"■  '  "'"  "^''i-lakr  urn  a^aiii  ^Uieii  1  lia\r  .',,t  rid  of 
my  tackle. ■■ 

We  h.,tli  mad,,  the  .~ame  .i-n  ,,f  a-eiit.  and  he  ru-hed  dtf 
toward,  the  town  m  -real  >pint^.  We  were  >iill  a,>  we  had 
h«vii  helure.  hut  ih,.  mfeliii-  had  dimmrd  mir  jovou.-iie--; 

"I'onr  man:"  I'anluie  exelamud.  ui  li;,.  tune  that  -ake.s 
Irom  a  woman  >  eompa>H.m  any  iraee  u(  the  .M,meihin>r  that 
wound,  u>  m  j.ity.  "it  makes  one  a.hamed  to  feel  happv  when 
he  1^  so  mi.-erahle.  doe.-n't   it:" 

"There  is  noihiri-  more  hiiter  than  helples.s  wishing," 
1  answered,  -i'he  tuo  po.,r  .■reaiiire>.  ihi,~  father  and  son, 
could  no  more  understand  iiow  keen  our  .vmpathv  has  been 
than  the  worid  eouhl  iindorMand  ihe  heautv  ui  lliat  life  of 
iheirs,  for  they  are  laymu-  up  trea-iire>  m  hea\en." 

;'Poor  eouniry.'"  ~jie  >aid.  po,mi„.-  ,,,,1  to  me  the  heaps 
ot  eow-dun-  >pread  aion.u  a  held  under  a  wall  of  nidiewn 
-tone.-.  ••!  aMuMl  uhy  they  did  that,  and  a  p^.i^ant  woman 
vviio  was  >preadin-  u  .aid  liial  >he  wa^  -makin-  lirewood  ' 
■lust  una-iine,  dear,  thai  uli,.n  (he  e.iu-duii:,'  1-  drv.  ih,.  poor 
;"'l''''  '"''I'  't  "I'.nid  li^hi  !ir.-.  null  ,1.  Dunnu'lho  winter 
iheysell  it.  like  hloek-  o,  hark  fi„l.  And.  hnallv.  how  much 
do  you  think  the  he~|.paid  .^.aiiiMre^-e-  earn -'--Five  .ous  a 


day  and  their  hi.anl."  ~!ie  wiiii 


on  ai  irr  a  paii.-e. 


"Look,"  1  said,  "the  .-ea-wmd.  hli-hi  ,,r  uproot  evervtlnntr- 
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tluTO  aro  no  'rcrs.  'I'hn^c  who  can  alTdrd  it  iiiirn  tlic  drift- 
wood ami  hrokcii-up  liiials;  il  cn-i-  too  diMr,  1  expect,  to  hrin*: 
flrewdud  Iroiii  diher  jiarls  nf  Uiittaiiv  where  there  is  >o  imich 
liiiiher.  It  i-  a  c-onmry  wiihuui  l,eaiit\.  >ave  for  j,'rr-at  souls, 
and  lhos'_'  who  have  no  hearts  eonKl  ikiI  live  here — it  is  a  land 
for  pDctri  and  iiarna(le>.  and  nothing  i)itween.  It  was  onlv 
when  the  sah  warehouses  wrvv  huilt  on  the  elit'i'  that  people 
came  to  live  here.  There  is  iinihini:  here  hut  the  sand,  tlie  >ea 
beyond  it.  and  ahove  us — >pace."" 

We  had  already  pa.-.-ed  the  tuwn.  and  were  cro>sinir  tln' 
waste  between  ('^oi^ic  and  the  inarke  town  of  Hat/.  Iniau'ine, 
dear  uncle,  two  leagues  of  wa^t"  covered  with  gleaming  sand. 
Here  ami  there  a  f.'W  rocks  rai-e,l  their  1  ad-;  vou  niiglit 
aliiio.si  think  that  extinct  niun.-iers  wer(-  crouching  ainoni: 
the  dunes.  The  waves  broke  over  the  low  ridges  along  the 
margin  of  the  sea,  till  they  looked  like  large  white  ro<es  lloai- 
ing  on  the  surface  of  the  water  and  drifted  up  upon  the 
beacii.  1  looked  acro.-s  this  savanna  tiial  lay  between  the 
ocean  on  the  right  and  the  great  lagoon  on  the  left,  made  In 
the  eni-roachin<_r  >ea  between  CroiMe  and  the  sandy  heinhts  of 
Guerande.  with  the  barren  salt  marshes  at  their  feet;  then  1 
looked  at  Pauline,  and  a.-ked  if  ?he  felt  able  to  walk  across  the 
sands  in  the  burning  sun. 

"1  have  laced  boots  on;  let  us  go  over  there,"'  she  said, 
looking  toward.s  the  Tower  of  Batz.  wiiich  caught  the  eve  bv 
it^  great  mass,  erected  there  like  a  pyramid  in  the  desert,  a 
slender  spindle-shaped  pyramiil  however,  a  pyramid  so  pictur- 
cs(|uely  ornate  that  one  could  imagine  it  to  be  an  outlying 
sentinel  niin  of  some  great  Eastern  town  laid  desolate. 

We  went  a  few  pact'~  further  to  reach  a  fragment  (d'  rock 
to  sit  in  the  shade  that  it  still  cast,  hut  it  was  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  the  shadow-  which  crept  closer  and  closer 
to  our  feet  swiftly  disappeared  altogether. 

"How  beautiful  the  silence  is,"  slie  said;  "and  how  the 
murmur  of  the  sea  l)eating  steadily  against  the  beacli 
deepens  it  I" 

"If  you   surrender  your   mind   to   the   three   immensities 
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around  us— tho  ;iir,  tlio  s.m,  and  the  <:m<U:'  I  answoml.  "and 
luvd  iiutliin-  I, lit  the  MiniiotciiiMUs  .-nimd  „r  the  ibb  an<l  flow, 
you  u-ouM  lind  it>  -!.r,.c!i  intoI.Tal)!.'.  Wn-  vnu  would  think 
that  it  hnrc  thi'  hurdni  of  a  ihou-hl  tliat  wouhl  ovorwhclm 
you.  Yi'stci-day.  at  suii>ri.  I  t'.lt  that  smsation:  it  crushed 
nic." 

'•Oh  yrs,  let  us  talk.""  sho  said  aft^r  a  lon^r  pauso.  "Xo 
speaker  is  more  Icrrihlc  [  iniaL'ine  tliat  [  am  di^covorinjr 
the  causes  of  the  harmonic-:  nhout  ns."  she  went  on.  'This 
landscape  that  has  hut  tliroe  contrastin-r  colors— the  pleamin^ 
yellow  of  the  sand,  the  hhie  heaven,  an.l  the  chan<roloss  prccn 
,d'  the  .-ea— is  Lnvat  wiih.mt  any'lnnn  savajre  in  its  grandeur, 
vast  but  not  desolate,  monotonous  Init  not  dreary;  it  is  made 
lip  of  three  elements:  it  has  variety."" 

"Women  alone  can  render  their  impressions  like  that."  I 
said;  "you  would  he  tlie  despair  of  a  poet,  dear  soul  that  I 
have  read  so  well."" 

"These  three  expn'ssions  of  the  [nfinite  <:l,)w  like  a  burning 
flame  in  the  noonday  heat.""  Pauline  .siid.  lauphinjr.     "Here 
1  can  imaofine  the  poetry  and  j)assions  of  the  East."  "" 
'•And  I.  a  vision  of  Despair." 
"\  es."  she  said  :  "the  dune  is  a  sublime  cloister." 
We  heard  our  iruide  hurryin.ir  after  us;  he  wore  his  holiday 
clothes.      W'    asked    him   a    few   insi-rnificant   questions;   he 
thou<rlit  he  saw  that   our  moo<l  had  Vhan.ired.  and.  with  the 
self-repression   that   mi.-f.irtune  teaches,   h.-  was  silent  ;  and 
we  al.-^o— tliou.di  from  time  to  time  each  pressed  the  hand  of 
the  other  to  communieaie  thnuuhts  and  impressions— walked 
for  half  an  hour  in  silence,  either  because  the  shimmering 
heat  above  the  siiid.s  lay  heavily  upon  us.  or  because  the  ditfi- 
cuUy  of  walkinir  ab>orlied  nur  ati^'Ution.     We  walked  ham!  in 
hand  like  two  childrcti ;  we  should  not  have  p)ne  a  dozen  paces 
if  we  had  walke(|  arm  in  arm. 

The  way  that  led  to  Batz  was  little  more  than  a  track;  the 
first  high  winds  elfaccd  the  ruts  or  tlic  dints  left  by  horses' 
hoofs;  but  the  e\]ierienced  eyt's  of  our  guide  disccrni'd  traces 
of  cattle  and  siieep  dung  on  this  wav,  whicli  sometimes  wound 
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towiinl-  tli<-  «(;i.  MiiiK  liiiK'.-  t()\r;ir,!-  il;,.  !;m.l.  td  .ivoid  the  cV\f!< 
on  ihe  orip  h.i-nl  ;in.!  the  rork.  ,,n  tfi,.  ,,lli.'r.  It  was  noon, 
and  we  were  only  lialf-u.-iv. 

"W-  u-ill  n-t  tlinv."  I  .;ni|.  [Mimiii-  U>  a  hradlainl  uIi.to 
the  ro.k^  ruM.  hi-li  Mioii-li  to  mak.'  it  [imhalil,.  that  \v(>  nii^rlii 
find  a  caw  ainniiM-  th.^n.  Tlic  fUhcrman,  rollo-.vinir  tlio  dirw- 
tion  of  my  lin;:(.r.  jrrkcd  Id.  Ii(.;i,|. 

"There  is  soni.-  (.tie  there !  .\iiy  one  ednnnir  from  iiiarkef 
at  Hatz  to  Croisie.  or  fi-oiii  CfoiHr  In  ]h{/.,  ahvavs  -oes  round 
some  way  so  as  not  t..  p;.<s  near  the  pkuv." 

He  -puke  in  a  luw  voice  that  siiL'LiTMcd  a  iiiv-terv. 

"Then  is  there  a  rohher  there,  a  niunlcrer  r" 

Oiir;:uide"sonlyan-wer  wasa  decphreath  that  left  us  twice 
a.s  eiirioiis  as  hel'ore. 

"If  we  «ro  past,  will  anv  harm  come  to  iis?" 

"Oh  no  :•' 

"Will  voii  L-'o  with  lis?" 

"Xo,  sir  :•■ 

"Tlu>n  we  shall  '^o,  if  you  will  assur<'  us  that  there  is  no 
danger  for  tis." 

"I  do  not  say  that."  the  fisherman  answered  quickly:  "I 
only  say  that  the  one  wlm  i.-  there  will  -av  nothing-  io  you. 
and  will  do  you  no  harm.  Oh.  ^r„od  heavens!  he  wUl  not  so 
much  as  stir  from  his  place." 

"Then  who  is  it  r" 

"A  man  !" 

Never  were  two  syllal.les  uttered  in  -neh  a  tragical  fashion. 

At  that  moment  we  were  some  tweniv  paie-  awav  from 
the  ridire  al.out  which  the  ^ea  was  lappin'ir.  Our  -nide  took 
the  way  that  avoided  th.'  rocks,  and  we  h,!.|  -trai-hl  on  for 
them,  but  Pauline  took  my  arm.  Our  -uidc  (pii,-k.>n(>d  hi- 
pace  s^o  as  to  reach  the  .spot  where  t!ie  two  wavs  met  a^'ain  at 
the  .same  time  as  ourselves.  He  thou-ht.  no  di.uht.  iha't  when 
we  had  seen  "the  ujan."  we  should  hurry  from  the  jijace.  This 
kindled  our  curiosity;  it  hecauK'  -o  siron--  lli.it  nur  hearts 
beat  fast,  as  if  a  feeling  of  terror  po-se--ed  ii<  hoili.  In  spite 
of  the  heat  of  the  day  and  a  certain  weanne.-s  after  our  walk 
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over  th,.  sands,  ..„•  .u„l.  u-,.,v  m...,,,,!  i„  H,.  inrfTabk-  lan^aiid 
oaJm  ol  aii  .,>,.-v  ,|,,,,  p,,..,.,„,|  „,  |„„|,_  ,„,i„„„j„^,  ^^.^j^ 
P>'r(.  joy.  that  ,;„,  ,.nK  l„.  ,-,„n|,a,v,l  uiil,  tl„.  ,!,.li.rl„  „r  lu.ar- 
m-  c.x.|.„.,t<..  ,MnM.--n„i-i,.  lik.  ,'„■  .\,nli,nnn  ,./,.  ?,,,,  „f 
.Mozart.  \M„.„  tuu  mmiN  aiv  i,',  n.l,,!  i„  „„,,  ,,„r..  tlmutrht 
.•i''<'  llH'.v  not  Ilk,.  ,u„  .u,v,  vni,.,.-  Mnirin-  tn.r,.t!,(.r''  B..r„n. 
voucanappn.,.,at,.tli.rM,nPn„tl,„,  ihrill,  ,1  us  !.„tli.  von  m.i<t 
likcu-K,.  .l,;,,-..  Ml  ,|„.  l,.,lf.,,,!,,,,tnMn-  mioo,!  i„  u-hidi  the 
'HorDin,:,'..  fxprr,.  ricc-^  ii,-i.!  -i,M.|„.,l  us. 

If  .vou    1,,,,|    u,u,li..,!    for   a    «!i,|,.   s,.,u,.   .lainiilv   .-Mlnre.! 
"■oo.IhIovc  o„  a  Mvaviu-  l,ran.l,.  ahovr  a  sprin-.  vou   wouM 
"ttcr  a  (TV  uC  ,l„tn  ~.  ,r  v„u  .^au  a  liauk  puu.uv  ,in\vn,  l.urv 
claws  ..1  si.vl  ,„  its  h.art.  an,l  U-.u-  i,  .-nvav  u'iili  tlu.  murdrr- 
ous  >pr(..!  with  whi.h  p..uci,.r  win,-,  a  ImiII,  i.     W..  ha.l  .carcclv 
set  loo,   ,M  tho  spar..  iH.fon.  ti...  ..av,.,-,,.  a  >oft  nf  rsplanacle 
some  I,u„.l,v,l   U-.x  ahov.  tlic  <..a.  pro,,..-!,.,!   rn.n.  th'.  sur-^e 
I'.v  tin-  >t.'cp  ro,-k.  that   ~lnp,.,l  ,„  ,1,,,  u-at,.fV  e,!:;,..  when  we 
wriv  conM-i.Mi.  n\  an  rl,  ,trir  thrill.  sn„K.,h,ntr  like  the  ..hock 
ot  a  MKhlrn  awak..nin,ir  hy  .-omc  nuiM'  in  a  sihut  ni-ht      Both 
of  ...-^  had  .^(...n  a  man  .Mitinj:  tlu'tv  on  a  block  of  ^n'anitc,  and 
lie  had  looked  at   us. 

That  -lane,.,  from  two  hlood.hot  eves,  was  like  the  flash 
ot  hre  Ironi  a  eannun.  an.l  his  >te>ieal  iiiitnohilitv  could  only 
H-  compared  to  the  ehan^iele.s  a-peet  of  the  <^ranite  slal^ 
thai  lay  ahuut  liim.  SInwIy  his  ,.ve^  turned  towards  u< ;  his 
I'o.ly  as  n-id  and  ninti.mle<-  a^  if  he  had  been  turned  to  .tone- 
tl"'!'  alter  that  -lame,  that  ma,h.  >ueh  a  powerful  iniprc-ion 
upon  our  niind>,  his  eye>  iurucd  u>  ,-a/.e  steadilv  .,ver  the 
\ast   .-treteh  <,1    M..1.   1,1  .pit,,  ,,f  the  .L^are   ivtieeted    ' 


the  vwj.]r.  it  is  -a 


ifoin  It,  as 


I't.  .-axe-  ai  th..  .-un  without  l.nverin^'  his  eve- 
lids.  n,,r  .h.l  h..  I.i.ik  np  a-ain  fn.m  th.'  waves. 

Try  10  .-all  up  IhI.t,.  umi.  .l.ar  un..i...  s.une  piarled  oak 
.--tump  wuh  ail  us  branch...  lat.'ly  l.,pp..,l  awav,  n.ann.r  its 
iiead,  like  a  Mran-e  appariii.,,,.  |,v  th..  >i.K.  „r  a  lonelv  Toad 
and  you  will  have  a  el.ar  i.b.a  ,.r  this  man  that  we  .aw  The 
iorni  of  an  a-e-worn  ilercul...  th..  face  of  OlvmpianJoxe  bear- 
ing marks  ol  the  ravages  of  tunc,  of  a  life  of  rough  toil  upon 
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the  sea,  of  sorrow  within,  of  coiir-i'  food,  iiml  darkcnod  as  if 
blasted  by  liiihtiiini,'.  I  saw  tlic  inii-clc-.  likr  a  framework 
of  iron,  staiidiiiir  out  upmi  his  bard  shaLiu'v  bands,  and  all 
thinfrs  else  about  biin  indicated  a  vii/orous  ei)ii~litiition.  In  a 
corner  of  the  eavirn  1  noticed  a  fairly  lar;.'i'  heap  of  niosH, 
and  on  a  rou.irh  slat)  of  -rranite,  that  did  duly  as  a  table,  a 
piece  of  a  rounil  loaf  lay  over  the  iMouth  of  a  stoneware 
pitcher. 

Xevor  anions:  my  visi  •!>  of  tlie  lif(>  led  in  the  desert  bv 
early  Christian  anchorite-  bad  I  pictured  a  face  more  awe- 
inspirintr,  more  t^rand  and  terrible  in  rei)entaiicr.  than  this. 
And  even  you.  dear  uncle,  in  your  experience  of  the  confes- 
sional, have,  perhaps,  never  seen  a  penitence  so  grand;  for 
this  remorse  seemed  to  be  <lrowned  in  a  sea  of  prayers,  of 
prayers  that  flowed  for  ever  from  a  dun'b  despair.  This 
fisherman,  tliis  rouL;h  Mreton  sailor,  was  sublime  through  a 
thought  hidden  within  bim.  Had  those  eyes  shed  tears?  Had 
the  hand  of  that  rough-hewn  statue  ever  struck  a  blow?  A 
fierce  honesty  was  stamped  upon  a  rugged  forehead  where 
force  of  character  had  still  left  some  traces  of  the  gentleness 
that  is  the  prerogative  of  all  true  strength.  Was  that  brow, 
so  scored  and  furrowed  with  wrinkles,  compatible  with  a 
great  heart?  How  caiue  tbi-  man  to  abide  with  the  granite? 
How  had  the  granite  entered  into  him?  Where  did  the 
granite  end  and  the  ma.n  be<:in?  A  who](>  crowd  of  thoughts 
passed  through  our  minds;  and.  as  f)ur  guide  bad  expected, 
we  went  by  quickly  and  in  silence.  When  be  saw  us  again,  we 
were  either  ])erturbed  w\\\\  a  sen-e  of  dread,  or  overcome  bv 
the  strangeness  of  this  thing,  but  he  did  not  remind  us  that 
his  prediction  had  come  true. 

"Did  you  see  him?"  he  i^sked. 

"What  is  the  man?" 

"They  call  him  the  'man  under  a  vow.'" 

You  can  readily  imagine  how  we  both  turned  to  our  fisher- 
man at  these  words.  He  was  a  simple-minded  fellow:  he  un- 
derstood our  mute  in(]uiry  :  and  this  is  the  .story  which  I  have 
trieil  to  tell,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  lionicly  language  in 
which  he  told  it. 


A   SKA  SI  HE  TUArSEDY  .^^, 

'Tho  Croisir  folk  ,.,„,l  th.  ,.<.opl„  .,  R,t,  think  that  ho 
ha>  hoen  .nnlty  of  <^,n...hin<^  m.-l;,,,,..  nn.I  that  ho  i«  ,;  ,^ 
M  ponancr  lai.l  „,„,„   hi,,,   |,v  ,,   ,■,„„,,„  ^,,,,^,,,^^     ^^  ,. :  ^ 

wenttooonf,.,  ,w.von,lXan,...     Th^r.  ar.  ..no  .       thi   k 
atCamhro,,,,.,.  nhatishisn. ,   is  „nl„okv.  an.l  that 

l^ru.^.  lKHluok,,,p.ss  through  tho  air  ho  hroath..  so  .  ^ood 
many  ot  thorn  hotoro  ...in-:  rnnn,]  tho  ro,.k.  will  stop  to  .00 
whu.h  way  tho  wu,.l  h!ow<.     „•  it  h,..„.  r,„„  ,„„  ^oUU '' 

not  fro  on  if  hoy  had  sot  out  to  sook  a  hit  of  tho  Tn,o  Cm-..- 
tlu-y  turn  hack  a.irain  :  thoy  aro  afraid.    Othor  folk,  rioh  poonle 

«h     ho  ,.  ,.;,li,d  'thr.  man  .mrlor  a  vow.'     Ho  novor  leaves 
"i"  place:  ho  .s  thoro  ni^dit  and  dav.  urkaves 

'There  is  .so.ne  show  of  reason  f/.r  these  tales."  he  added 

our  notice.  \  on  .see  that  wooden  .toss  that  he  has  set  up 
•'•'•'■  ""  tin;  left ;  that  is  to  show  that  he  has  put  himself  , tier 
<•  protection  of  God  and  the  Holy  ^•i^.in  and  the  S  ?nt7 

"He  ha.<  not  said  a  word  since  he  wont  into  prison  in  the 
open  a,r.  I  o  lues  on  broad  and  water  that  his  brother"  lit  e 
^^irl  bnn.s  hun  every  n.ornin..  a  lit.lo  .slip  of  a  thin  "twel  e 

1^.  a  ^n.ntle  as  a  lamb,  and  full  of  f„n.  a  dear  little  pet.  She 
ha.  bu,.  „v..  as  lon.r  as  thaf.-  ho  wont  on.  holding  out  his 
;  ■."■nb.-an.l  hair  like  a  cherub-s.  When  vou  b  "in-"  sa^ 
I^Totte-(that  is  what  we  say  for  Pirrreftc,"  hel"id  n  er-' 
rupting  h.m.<e!  :  '-Saint  Pierre  is  her  patron  sa  n  ("  n- 
remors  names  I'lorre.  and  he  was  her  Ulfather)-'!  s  " 
lot  0  what  does  your  uncle  say  to  you  --'Ho  savs  nothing' 
!■•   ,        •    ,      ;'"^'  «-harovor.   nothing,  at   all.'-'Well    thc^n 

Kad  ot  a  Junday.  -'Aron  t  yon  afraid  of  him?'_'Xot  a  bit ' 
-ys  .he;  -he  is  my  godtather.--lie  will  not  have  any  one  ell; 
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l>rini:  hi>  four].  Pi'mltf  ~,iy-  that  lie  -inilc-;  wlicn  ^ho  onmo^\ 
but  voii  mii:lit  a>  udl  >;iy  lluit  the  sun  slioni'  in  a  forj,  for  he 
is  as  jrlooiiiy  as  a  -ca  ini-t,  tlicv  sav." 

"Hilt  Mill  arc  c.xcitiiiLr  our  nirio-ity  witlimit  satisfvin;:  it," 
I  !)r<ikc  in.  "Do  ym  know  wliat  l)roii;:!it  liiin  there?  Was  it 
trouhle.  or  remorse,  or  eriiiie.  or  is  he  mad.  <ir  what?" 

"Kli!  >ir.  there  is  hardly  a  soul  si\e  my  father  and  me 
that  knows  the  ri;:ht-  of  tiie  matter.  My  mother  that's  <:nnv 
was  in  service  in  the  house  of  tlie  justice  that  Camhro"mer 
wont  to.  Tlie  priest  told  hini  to  <io  to  a  justice,  and  only  jravo 
Iiiin  absolution  on  tlmt  condition,  if  the  tale  is  true  that  thev 
tell  in  the  haven.  My  ynior  mother  overheard  ('aml)ronier 
without  meanini:  to  do  so.  because  the  kitchen  was  alon^r^^ide 
the  sittin;r-room  in  the  ju.-tice's  house.  So  she  heard.  She 
is  dead,  and  the  justice  has  ^rono  too.  ^[y  mother  made  u.« 
promise,  my  father  and  mo,  never  to  let  on  to  the  people  round 
al)out ;  and  T  can  tell  jfoii  this,  every  hair  bristled  up  on  my 
head  that  ni;rht  when  my  mother  told  us  the  storv " 

"Well,  then,  tell  it  to  us;  we  will  not  repeat  it  " 

The  fisherman  looked  at  us  both—then  he  went  on.  some- 
thin?  after  this  fashion: 

"Pierre  Camhreiiier,  whom  you  saw  yonder,  is  the  oldest 
of  the  family.  The  Cambremers  have  been  .seamen  from 
father  to  son;  you  see,  their  name  means  that  the  sea  has 
always  bent  under  them.  The  one  you  saw  had  a  fishin-x-hoat. 
several  fishin^-boats,  and  the  sardine-fisherv  was  his^'trade, 
though  he  did  deep-sea  flshimr  as  well  for  the  dealers.  He 
would  liave  fitted  out  a  biiii^'er  vessel,  and  gone  to  the  cod- 
fishing,  if  he  had  not  been  so  fond  of  his  wife;  a  fine  woman 
she  was.  a  Rrouin  from  (hierMide.  a  strapping  girl  with  a 
warm  heart.  She.  was  so  fond  of  Cambremer  that  she  would 
never  let  her  man  go  away  from  her  for  longer  than  for  the 
sardine-fishing,  'i'liey  lived  down  yonder,  there:"  said  our 
fisherman,  standing  on  a  hillock  to  point  out  to  us  an  islet 
in  the  little  inland  sea  between  the  dunes  where  we  were 
walking  and  the  salt  marshes  at  Ciuerande.  "Do  you  see 
the  house?    It  belonged  to  him. 
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M.n'-«-.'.v,.raxvov..rl,nn.     Tl,..,r  i,„!..  .rao,,„os  nn.h, 
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to 


'''    IlK'tll,    l)l|\  111^'    ill 


;;r-^":.'"r  ''''-•'•-'•'•••■-•- '--'vlin^ir;"; 

l^-i   with   thuM,   ami   1,..   .nu-  n.   uiifnl   a>  a   n.!   d„„ko  • 

.So-an.l-.s„.   (  anibrrni.T  „„■.]  to  la„i:l,  an,l  sav.  'liali '  ho  will 
f'o  a  HH.ttloson,..  sailor'    II..  w,ll  ,.oMH„a„.l  ,(„.  kin-r's  shin    ' 

}o„ria.l  p„,  out  I'ou^au.lV  l„tl,.  ^irFs  ..v..:>_'[l,  will  b, 
on..,oM.,,,w.;  ,.,,,,,,.  It  was  all  r„ht  .n  ,' 
vcs  By  t\w  Umv  th,.  I.ttl.  rascal  was  ten  vars  old  he 
knookod  ovoryhody  about,  an.l  twist..!  th.  fowls'  n,H-  fo 
fun.  and  nppod  open  the  pi,^s;  h.  was  a.  i.ioo.lthirstvas  a 
woasH.  lo  will  niako  a  fa.Mous  soMut!-  su.l  (•unbn.nn.r- 
'he  has  a  likin-  for  l)londshc.l.'  ' 

"You  SCO.   1   ,ms,>!f  rci.H>,„l„.r  all   this."'  said  our  fisher- 
nmn :  "and  so  does  Can,bn.„u.r."  he  a,ld...l.  aftor  a  pause 
.Jacques  ranil,ren...r  ;:rew  up  „,  be  fifte.^n  or  sixteen'  and 

at  r:";:f"^ ';""•■  •;:■-'"'=«-"•  a-i  a„,useh:;;:df 

at  Guorande.  and  out  a  fi;:uro  at  Savenav.     lie  must  have 
money  for  that.    S..  he  b..<ran  robbing  his  .nother,  and  she  d  d 

If  any  one  had  overpaid  ln>n  twojn.nee  on  an  aeeount  he 
would  have  .one  Uvc^Uy  leagues  to  pav  it  baek.  At  las  one 
day  thcMnother  bad  nothin.  left,  Whil..  the  father  wa  way 
at  the  fishincr.  Jacques  n,a.le  off  with  the  dresser,  the  plenish- 
an.  and  the  s  eets  and  the  linen,  and  l..ft  n.thinl  t  he 
four  walls:  he  bad  sold  all  the  tbin,^s  in  the  house  to  pay  or 
h.s  carj-,n.s-on  at  Xantes.     The  poor  woman  ,.ried  abo  u  i[ 

came  back,  and  she  was  afraid  of  ,1,..  father:  no,  for  herself 
though,  not  she!     So  when   Pierre  Can.bren.or  came  back 
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anil  saw  his  hmi-c  fiirnislird  wiili  tliinirs  the  nriphhors  ha<l 
lont  licr.  Ill'  asked  : 

'■  'Wliat  li'K's  tliis  iiK'an  ?' 

"And  the  fM)nr  thin;.',  nmro  (k-ad  than  alivo,  answered,  'We 
have  liccn  rolihni.' 

"'What  iias  brconic  <if  .hic(|U('s?' 

'■  '.Jacqiic's  is  away  on  a  spree!' 

"Xohody  knew  where  the  rojnie  had  <rnno. 

"'lie  is  too  fond  of  his  fun,'  said  rierre. 

"Six  months  afterwards  the  poor  fatlier  heard  that  .Tacquofi 
had  f^'ot  into  tronhle  at  Nantes.  |[e  ^.'oes  over  on  foot — it 
is  (piieker  than  piinjr  by  sea— pnis  liis  hand  on  his  son'? 
shoiihji  r,  and  fetches  him  home,  lie  did  not  ask  him,  'What 
have  yon  been  doirn:)'' 

"'If  yon  ilon't  keep  steady  here  for  a  eoiiple  of  years  with 
your  mother  and  me,"  he  said,  'and  hel[t  with  the  fishing,  and 
behave  yourself  like  a  decent  i'eiiow,  you  will  have  me  to 
reckon  with  I' 

"The  harebrained  youngster,  counting  on  tho  weakness  his 
father  and  motiier  liad  for  liim,  made  a  griniaee  at  liis  father. 
and  thereupon  Pierre  fetched  him  a  slap  in  the  face  that 
laid  up  Jacques  for  ^ix  months  afterwanls. 

"The  poor  mother  was  breaking  her  heart  all  the  time.  One 
night  she  was  lying  quietly  a>leep  i)y  her  husband's  side,  when 
she  heard  a  noise  and  sat  u[).  and  got  a  st;;b  in  the  arm  from 
a  knife.  She  shrieked;  and  when  they  had  struck  a  light, 
Pierre  Cambremer  found  that  his  -wife  was  wounded.  He 
thought  it  was  a  robber,  as  if  there  were  anv  robbers  in  our 
])art  of  the  world,  when  you  can  carry  ten  thousand  francs 
in  gold  from  Croisie  to  Saint  Xazaire.  and  no  one  would  so 
much  as  ask  you  what  you  had  under  your  arm.  Pierre 
looked  about  for  Jacques,  and  could  not  find  him  anywhere. 
In  the  morning  the  unnatural  wretch  had  the  face  to  come 
back  and  say  that  he  had  been  at  Batz. 

"I  should  tell  you  that  the  mother  did  not  know  where  to 
hide  her  money,  (.'ambremer  himself  used  to  leave  his  with 
M.  Dupotet  at  C'roisic.     Their  sou's  wild  ways  had  eaten  up 
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'■n.u.i.  ;u„|  frnn,.  ;„mI  ,.,M  I,,,,,-;  Mm-v  w.rr  n„n..i  ,-  .  „„ 
".;.v  s>v.  an.l  it  «•,•,.  lu.nl  nn  f„lk  v,  i,,,  l,,„|  ;,!„„„  twdvo  thou- 
sn.K  l.uvs  n,.  In.lin,'  tiinr  litfl..  ,.|.n,|.  \„l,o,|v  knew  how 
,""";''  •,;''"'"•'""•'•  ''.-"I  P^-i'l  'l.nvn  at  X.nurs  to  havo  hi.  son 
.M.k.  Ihnr  hirk  w.ni  fro,,,  |,,„|  to  u-„rs,.,  (.„.•  of  ('a,n- 
l.rrmrr.  l.roihrrs  was  .,„fnrt,M,al,..  an.l  want.-l  hrlp.     |'i„rro 

'"'''   '""';   "'""'"'■'"•'    '"'"•   "'^"   ■'^"•-l"-  an.l    IVrott..    (the 
youn;.',.r  l,r.Mh,rs.nrl,  sh„„l,|  b,.  „,arri..,|  ...mo  .lav      Th.n 

!','""  ''•'"  '''""•^■^'>  "f'<.n„n,Ousl,n.>.l.  luM.H^k  l,i,„  to 
'"•'l;  »>  th..  f„h,n.^:   f..r  Jos..ph  (•a,„l.r,.n,..r  wa>  ..l.l.^od  to 
wofK  w„|,  I,..  „w„  han.ls.      li,s  wif,.  had  d,...l  of  the  f over 
;'"<'  iH'  had  to  pay  s.u,,..  „n..  ..|s..  ,.,  n„rs,.  IVn-ito  fill  she  was' 
'"■■'"';'•     '  "■'■'■;:  ;  '""I'n'ni.TV  w,IV  ow,.,|  a.  miu.I,  as  a  hun- 
'Ind    nin,>  to  d,tr..n.nt  p.opl,.  .,n  th<.  hahv's  a.rount  for  linen 
""<     h.n^s.  and  tw„  „r  thnn-  months  t..  h,.-  Krelu,  who  had  a 
■I'll'    In-  .S,n>on  (J.u.dry,  an.l  n,„>...d  IV-n-tte.     I.a  Can.bretner. 
oo,  had  M.wn  a  .Spanish  ,l,.„l,|,H,n  ,nt..  the  tioek  of  her  mat- 
tress  and  wntten  on  ,l  -For  IV-n-lte/     Vou  sec,  she  had  had 
a  ^:ood  ediual,.,,,.  an.l  e.,„ld  writ.,  like  a  ei.Tk  ;  she  ha.l  taiu^ht 
her  s.,n  t..  rea.l  to..-tliat  was  the  ruin  of  liim 

-Aolmdy  knew  h.,u  „  .an.e  about,  hut  that  scoundrel 
Jacques  .,.,  wind  u(  the  j,,.!d  an.l  to..k  it,  and  went  olf  to  L'et 
drunk  at  CTo.sie.  OM  Canibivu.c.r.  just  as  if  it  had  hap- 
pened on  purpose,  came  in  with  his  boat ;  and  as  he  came  up 
to  he  house  he  .s.w  a  scrap  of  jmp.T  tl.,almK  about  He 
Picked  a  up  and  t..ok  it  to  his  wiiV;  and  she  dropped  down, 
lor  she  knew  her  own  handwriting,  (-ambremer  said  not  a 
word.  He  went  oyer  to  Croisic,  and  heard  ih.-re  that  his  son 
^^as  ill  the  billiard-nn.m.  Then  he  sent  for  the  good  woman 
who  ke|)t  the  .ale,  an.l  said  to  her: 

••  -1  told  .Jae.p.es  n.t  t.,  change  a  pi  -e  of  gold  that  he  will 
pay  his  .score  with:  l.i  u.e  have  it;  1  will  wait  at  the  d..or, 
and  you  shall  have  silver  for  it.' 

"The  woman  of  the  house  brought  him  out  the  gold-piece 
Cambreme:-  took  it.  or- 

"  'Good !'  said  he,  and  he  went  away  home. 

"All  the  town  knew  that,     liul  this  1  know,  and  the  rest 
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of  ihern  have  only  a  sort  of  ;,'intTal  irncss  at  how  it  was.  Ho 
told  his  wife  to  >(l  their  roo?ii  to  riuht^:  it  i>  i.ti  the  irrouml 
Hour.  He  kindled  a  lire  on  the  lir.irtli.  he  li-litiil  two  (  aiidles, 
and  put  two  chairs  on  (nie  side  of  ilir  lirep!a<'c.  ;inii  a  threc- 
]oi:fSr<i  stool  cm  the  other.  'I'lieii  he  l,;i,l,.  his  wife  put  out 
the  -nit  he  was  married  in,  and  to  put  on  her  wcddiiiu'  lt  »wn. 
Fie  dressed  liiinself :  and  then  when  he  was  dre.--cd.  he  went 
out  for  his  hiotl'.er,  and  told  him  to  keep  watch  outside  the 
house,  and  liive  warniiiLr  if  he  hianl  any  -mind  on  either 
iieacli,  here  hy  the  sea  or  yonder  on  thi^  salt  marshes  at 
(iiierande.  When  he  thoui^ht  his  wife  mu.M  he  dressed,  ho 
went  in  again;  he  loaded  a  gun,  and  liid  it  in  the  chimney 
corner. 

"Back  conies  Jacques  to  the  house.  It  was  late  when  he 
came;  he  had  heen  drinking  and  gamhling  up  to  ten  o'clock; 
1h'  had  got  .-onic  cue  to  ferry  him  over  at  Carnoiif  •  'nt.  His 
uncle  heard  him  hail  the  hoat,  and  went  to  look  for  him  ah)ng 
the  side  (if  the  salt  marches,  and  passed  him  without  saying 
anything. 

"Wlieu  daeiiues  came  in,  his  father  spoke. 
"'.Sit  you  down  there,'  he  said,  pointing  to  the  stool.    'You 
arc  hefore  your  father  and  mother;  you  have  sinned  against 
them,  and  they  ;:re  your  judges.' 

•■Jacques  hegan  to  bellow,  for  Camhreiiier's  face  twitclied 
strangely.    The  mother  sat  there,  stilf  as  an  oar. 

"'If  you  make  any  noise,  if  you  stir,  if  you  don't  sit 
straight  up  like  a  mast  on  your  stool,'  said  I'ierrc.  pointing 
his  gun  at  him,  "1  will  shoot  you  like  a  dog.' 

'•Cambrenier's  son  grew  mute  as  a  fish,  and  all  tiiis  time 
the  mother  said  not  a  word. 

'••Here  is  a  hit  of  jtaper  that  wrapped  up  a  Spanish  gold 
coin.  That  coin  was  in  your  niotiier's  mattress.  \o  one 
knew  where  it  was  exeejit  your  mother.  1  found  the  bit  of 
pajier  th»ating  on  the  wat(  r  when  I  came  in.  Oidv  this  even- 
ing you  changed  tlie  piece  of  .Spani>li  gold  "at  Mother 
Fleurant's,  and  your  mother  canuel  lind  the  coin  in  her  mat- 
tress.— K.xplain  yourself.' 


■|# 
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■'Jaffiiios  sail!  that    Iw  iii,l  n   i   .  ,i        i  ■  <      . 

<in<i  that  he  ha<l  had  the  (■(,in  at   N'anUvs. 

'''.So  much  the  hcttcr  "  -'liii   Pi, .it,,      -ir  „. 
•jv  ^<iin,    .aiu   1  ifirc.      I  low  can  you  prove 

"  'I  did  have  it.' 

^''^'Vou  c'id  not  take  your  mother's  coin?' 

''  'Can  you  swear  it  on  your  salvation  r' 

and^saicTr  "'"''  ""'""  '"^  '''''"■'  "'""  ''''  "'*'^''''''  '^"'^^''^  "P 
'•'Jacques,  my  ciiild,  take  care;  do  nut  swear  if  it  is  not 
■    /<;"/i'n  repent  and  mend;  tliere  is  still  time,' 


true. 

and  she  cried  at  that. 

to  r^^:::""^ '"■"''-'"'■  ^^'^''^■^>-''--»'-^ 

"Cambremer  turnd  white,  and  said,  "What  vou  have  just 
said  to  your  mother  goo  to  swell  your  account:  Xuw,  come 
to  the  point!    Will  vou  swear'' 

"'Ves.' 

'••^top  a  bit  •  said  Pierre,  'was  there  a  cross  on  vour  coin 
like  Uie  mark  the  sardine  tnerchant  put  o,i  the  coin  he  paid 

''Jacques  grew  sober  at  that,  and  he^-an  to  crv. 

Ihat  IS  enough  talk,"  said  Pierre.     'I   ^ay  notliin-  of 

what  you  have  done  belore-I   have  no  mind  Ihat  a   Cam- 

bremer  should  die  m  the  market-place  at  Cro.sic.     8ay  vour 

prayer,    and  let   US  be  quick:     A  priest  i.  coming  to  C 
}our  conlession.  "^ 

••The  mother  had  gone  out  of  the  rootn  that  she  .night  not 

brtmei,  the  uncle   came  m  with  the  nrlrur  fr„m  Piriac      To 
hini  Jacques  would  nut  open  h.s   mouth,     lie  was  shrewd- 

n^t^;^!  ^'n'r,"^'' """^'' ''•'-■' ^"- ^'-^ '- -^ 

not  kill  him  till  he  had  confessed. 

'"Thanks.  Pat-dun  us.  sir.'  Cambr-etner  .said  to  the  priest 
^  K-n  Jac-ques  continued  ob>,inHte.  -J  „.cant  to  ,nve  mv  son 
a  lesson,  and  1  beg  yuu  lu  say  nothing  about  it.— As  for  you  ' 
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he  went  on,  tiirnin;.''  to  .r;u<iiios.  'ii'  you  do  not  mend  your 
ways,  next  time  you  <:o  wroni:  shall  be  the  last,  ami  shrift 
or  no  shrift,  1  will  make  an  end  of  it." 

"He  sent  liim  otl'  to  lied.  The  ynniv^'  felluw  hflieved  him, 
and  fancied  that  lu;  foukl  make  thin,_'s  riirht  with  his  father. 
lie  shpt.  His  father  sat  up.  Wlien  he  saw  his  son  fast 
asleep,  lie  covered  the  young  fellow's  mouth  with  hemp,  bound 
it  lightly  round  with  a  strip  of  sailcloth;  then  he  tied  liim 
hand  and  foot.  He  writhed,  he  'shod  tears  of  blond,"  so  Cam- 
bremer  told  the  justii'C.  What  would  you  have!  His  mother 
tiung  herself  at  the  father's  feet. 

"'He  is  doomed,"  said  Candiremer;  'you  will  help  me  to 
put  him  into  the  boat.' 

'•She  would  not  help  him,  and  Cai!d)remer  did  it  alone; 
he  fastened  him  down  m  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  tied  a 
stone  round  his  neck,  })ut  out  of  the  bay,  and  reached  the 
sea,  and  came  out  as  far  as  the  rock  where  he  sits  now. 
Then  the  poor  mother,  who  had  made  her  brother-in-law  take 
her  over,  cried  out  m  vain  for  mercy;  it  was  like  throwing  a 
stone  at  a  wolf.  IJy  the  moonlight  she  saw  the  father  take 
the  sou,  towards  whom  her  heart  ?till  yearned,  and  iling  him 
into  the  water;  and  as  there  was  not  a  breath  of  air  stirriuj;, 
she  heard  the  gurgling  sound,  and  then  nuliiitnj — not  an  eddy, 
uot  a  ripple;  the  sea  is  a  famous  kee})er  of  secrets,  that  it  is  I 
When  C'ambremer  reached  the  place  to  silence  her  moans,  he 
found  her  lying  like  one  dead.  The  two  brothers  could  not 
carry  her,  so  they  had  to  put  her  in  the  boat  that  had  carried 
her  son,  and  they  took  her  round  home  by  way  of  the  Croisic 
channel. 

"Ah,  Weill  /(/  l)fllc  Ihnniii,  as  they  calhd  her,  did  not  live 
the  week  out.  She  died,  asking  her  husband  to  burn  tiio  ac- 
cursed boat.  Oil!  he  did  it;  yes,  he  did  it.  He  himself  was 
queer  after  that;  he  did  not  know  what  ailed  him;  he  reeled 
about  like  a  man  who  imiuioI  cari'y  his  wine.  Then  he  went 
off  somewhere  for  ten  day^,  and  came  buck  again  to  juit  him- 
self where  you  saw  him;  and  since  lie  has  been  there,  he  has 
not  said  a  word." 
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The  fisherman  told  us  the  storv  in  a  fVw  Miinutos.  in  words 
even  more  simple  than  tliose  tiiat  I  hav  used.  Working 
people  make  little  comment  on  wliat  tliev  tell;  thev  give  you 
the  facts  that  strike  them,  and  interpret  them  bv^their  own 
feelings.  His  language  was  as  keenly  incisive  as  the  stroke 
of  a  hatchet. 


"I  shall  not  go  to  Batz,"  said  Tauline,  when  we  reached 
tne  (.uter  rim  of  the  lake. 

We  went  back  to  ("misic  bv  wav  of  the  salt  marshes,  the 
fisherman  guiding  us  through  the  labvrinth.     He  also  had 
grown  silent.    Our  mood  had  changed.  "Both  of  us  were  deep 
in  melancholy  musings,  and  saddened  by  the  mournful  story 
which  explained  the  swift  presentment  that  we  had  felt  at  the 
sight  of  Cambremer.    We  ha.l  each  of  us  sufTicient  knowledge 
of  human  nature  to  fill  \n  the  outlin<-s  of  the  three  lives  that 
our  guide  had  sketched  for  us.     The  tragedy  of  the.se  three 
human  beings  rose  up  before  us  as  if  we  saw  scene  after 
scene  of  a  drama  crowned  bv  the  father's  expiation  of  an  in- 
evitable crime.    We  did  not  dare  to  look  at  the  rocks  where  he 
sat.  the  fate-bound  soul  who  struck  terror  into  a  whole  coun- 
try-side.    A  few  clouds  overcast  the  skv.     The  mist  ro.se  on 
the  horizon  of  the  sea.     We  were  walking  through  the  most 
acrid  dreariness  that  I  have  ever  seen  :  the  earth  beneath  our 
feet  seemed  sick  and  unwholesome  in  these  salt  nuirshes  which, 
with  good  rea.son.  might  be  called  a  cutaneous  eruption  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.     The  ground  is  .scored  over  in  rough 
squares,  with   high  banks  of  gray  earth  about   them;  each 
IS  full  of  brackish  water;  the  salt  rises  to  the  surface.    These 
artificial  hollows  are  intersected  bv  raised  pathwavs.  on  which 
ilie  workmen  stand  to  skim  the  surface  of  the  poJls  with  lon<^ 
-crapers:  and  the  ,^alt.  when  collected,  is  deposited  to  drain 
on  circular  platforms  set  at  even  distances,  till   it  is  fit  to 
lay  up  in  heaps.     For  two  hours  we  skirted  this  drearv  chess- 
board, where  the  .salt  stups  the  gnnvth  of  anv  green  thing; 
occasionally,  at    long   intervals,   we  came   ufxui   one  or  two 
paludicrs,  so  they  call  the  men  who  work  among  the  salt 
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marshes.  Thoav  workfT.-,  nv  it  .-liould  riithcr  ho  said,  this 
rac'  aiiart  anion:.''  the  I'rctDUs.  urar  a  -jMcial  i-o-tunic.  a 
wliito  jackft  rather  like  tlmsr  ihat  hrewcrs  wear.  Th(>v  marry 
only  anion;,'  themselves;  a  i:irl  licloriL-'inir  to  ihi>  tril)e  has 
never  heen  known  to  marry  any  one  hnt  a  jiiilwlwr.  Tlie 
hidi'ous  (Insolation  of  those  swamps  where  the  hoiriry  soil  is 
seraped  np  into  symmetrieal  hea]is.  the  ;:rayn(vs  of  the  soil, 
from  whieh  every  Breton  flower  shrinks  in  distrust,  was  in 
keeping  with  the  sadness  within  lis.  We  readied  the  spot 
where  yon  eross  an  arm  of  the  -ca.  the  chaniul  douhtless 
thronph  whieh  the  salt  water  hreaks  in  upon  the  low-lying 
land  and  leaves  its  deposits  on  the  soil,  and  we  were  frlad  to  see 
the  scanty  plant-lifo  ^'rowinL'  ahmg  th(>  vi\<iq  of  the  sand.  As 
we  crossed  it,  we  saw  the  island  in  the  lairoon  where  the  Cam- 
bremers  once  lived,  and  turned  onr  heads  away. 

When  we  reached  onr  inn  we  noticed  a  l)illiard-tal)le  in 
the  room  on  the  pronnd  floor,  and  when  we  learni'd  that  it 
was  the  only  piihlic  hillianl-tahle  in  Croisic.  v.'c  made  our 
preparations  for  departure  that  ni^dit.  and  on  the  morrow  we 
went  to  Guerande. 

Pauline  was  still  (h>pressed,  and  I  myself  felt  a  return  of 
the  burning  sensation  that  scorches  my  lirain.  I  was  so  griev- 
ously haunt<'d  hv  the  visions  of  those  three  lives  that  1  had 
conjured  up,  that  Panlitu'  said,  '"Write  the  story,  Louis,  and 
the  fever  may  t  ike  a  turn." 

So,  dear  uncle.  I  liave  written  the  story  for  you;  but  our 
adventure  has  already  undone  the  good  ell'octs  of  repose,  the 
result  of  our  stay  here  and  at  llie  Baths. 


PaKis,  November  20,  1834. 
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THE  RED  INN 

ToMon,ieurlrMarr,ui,drCustine. 

'»  sort  of  fri,.n,M,in  ,1,,,   .,  |,.  '"    ''■'  f-nrro.ponrlonoo, 

some  consirlorable  finn  in   V,  .      i'"'  '''"'"'''■  f''""^"'"'-  of 

rembor-cT.  with  a  nlea.n,f    uJT       /       ""  "  ^"f""''  >«'"- 
■^quaro  forolH.ad.  vft  i-  '.      r"'?"*""'  '^"'^  '  "'--ivo. 

typical  German    a  .  n  o      .;    i ' '  ^T  ^'''':  ^"''"  '''"'^  f''^''^-  '^ 

-fertile  in  h.nora.;,::;;a';;:^'';::-,-;>'^^-'-iand. 

corrupted  even  after  -.vcn  invnio  T  ^  ^        "'""""■■'  """ 

«'niply.  listen,,!  attentivev       '       "   / ''*:  f^''^'"^''''-  'aufrhed 
mont.  seeniin- fo  1     '         '       "'  '''■""'^'  '^''^'i  ""irked  enjov- 

m  nearly  even-  book  lu  'm  ^^'^' „"^''"-'.^-  ''^'^'^y  <'orman 
qualitv  of  a  n/an  who  ] '       ,%  '^  .1  <Tn,ann:  and  in  the 

fortabi,  seated  t  ?':;,:  ^  '"7  -,th  levi.v,  he  was  com- 
the  dinn.T  with  the  T.  ,  '  ''"•  '"""-  '''^  "''^^  through 
ropo,and,ij..  i  :;";;;'7>''^''---v,.edall^verI^ 
to  all  the  works  ^  tC!;:::;^;';;;;:;'^''''"-'^  ^-^-^-^  adieu 

fri-s:^  r:;:;;i;';: ;  ■:':;;,.";"'  ^t'^-^  ---^  ^-^-ate 

part  capitalists  or  nierf.h.,r„  '*'  "'•^'"'^  ^'"*  the  most 
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inannor  liari.ionizod  witli  (irriii;in  np,  n-liciirtr,!n.'>^.  Ami,  in- 
<h,.,i  ,f  vc.u  rnul.l  hav,.  ^rrn.  a-  I  ha,l  th>'  plra^ir,.  of  sroinp, 
thisbUtlu.  .Mthciiii-  of  folk  wlio  had  .h.atlir.l  th-  a.tivoclaws 
enii.lovcMl  in  rakiiiL'  in  w.alih.  tliat  they  nuulu  n.akr  th."  host 
of  an  oppnrt.niitv  of  mjoyin-  iIm'  pi.a-urr.  of  lif.'.  vo.i  wouU 
scarcclv  havr  found  it  in  vonr  l.oart  m  -rnd-r  lu-li  raus  of 
int.T(-t  or  to  rrvilo  dHanltors.  A  man  cannot  alwav<  !«•  m 
ini^durf  Kvrn  in  tho  .orirtv  of  pirates.  r<,r  inManrr.  taerc 
must  surely  be  a  pUasant  hour  now  and  then  wlun  yon  may 
fool  at  voiir  case  iHiuMth  thr  Mack  llai.'. 

"Oh.'  1  <lo  hoiH'  that  ladoiT  M.   Hermann  ixoes  he  will  tell 
u<5  anoth.'r  dreadful,   tlirdlin-   (ierman   <toryl" 

'Th..  w..rds  w.Te  uttered   over  the  de-.er1   hy  a   P''''./;":" 
haired   voun-  ladv.   who   had   donl)tle^s   heen   readin-   Ho ff- 
manns' tales  and'  Sir  Walter  Seotfs  m.vel<.     She  was  the 
banker's  onlv  dand.ter.  an  irresistihlv  ehar.nin-  -irl.  whose 
odueation  was  l.einjz  linished  at  the  (;vninase;  slie  was  wil« 
about   the   plav^   -iven    there.     The   dinner   party   had   just 
reaehed  the  period  of  la/y  content  and  serene  disniehnation 
to  talk   that   >ucceeds  an   es.ellcnt    dinner   in   the   course  ot 
which  somewhat  h.'aw  demand^  have  l„..n  n:ade  upon  tli.'  di- 
gestion;  wh..n  the  LMie-ts  lean  ba.^k  in  their  el'.aii-  and  play 
idlv  with  the  -ilded  knil'e-blades.  while  their  wnsts  repose 
liLrhtlv  on  the  table  edj:e;  the  period  of  <lee!ine  when  some 
torment  apple  pips,  or  knea.i  a  cun.b  of  bread  between  thumb 
and  finger,  when  the  .sentimental  write  Ule-ible  initials  among 
the  debris  of  the  dessert,  and  the  penuriou.  .ount  the  stones 
on  their  plates,  and  arrange  tlieni  round  the  ed.iie   as  a  play- 
wright marshals  the  supernumeraries  at  the  back  :''  the  s  a,e. 
These    are    minor    i:astronomieal    ],leasures    which    Bnlat- 
Savarin  has  passed  over  unnoticed,  exhaustively  as  he  has 
treated  his  suliject  in  other  respects. 

The  servantihad  .li.appeared.  The  dessert,  hke  a  squadron 
after  an  action,  was  quite  disorganized,  disarrayed,  for  ora 
In  spite  of  persistent  clforts  on  the  part  of  the  mistress  ot  tl  ( 
hou.',  the 'various  dishes  strayed  about  the  t^'l>i-  l^^P ; 
fixed  their  eyes  on  the  Swiss  view*  tliat  adorned  the  gra^ 
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n.'sa 


h.      .  '"     "TT"'-     ^"  —  ^"'t  it  h.lious.     Th..man 

',„    :y''^''''';V^■'■'''^'■  ''•>''  >'-P-i. nan  ,ml.s..nl.aMo 
a      .  .i>nn  ul  ^.,1,1..,,  nu.,,,  brtuv..,,  th.  two  ..un.,„,.s  nf  the 

Jvm!,,.  p,,,v  ,nrm.,I  spon.a,u...„s]y  towanls  the  worthy  G.r- 

•'   ''.'II''-''.     I)unn::,h,sl,..a,ifi..  pans,.,  th.n.oro  sound  of 

'"•■  ^';>;"  "I-  tin.  o„,.  „-I,„  ,„,ls  tlK-  s.orv  is  sootl.in.  to  our 

Ian,.ud   s..„s..:    it    i.   ..n.   ,„oro   aid    to   pa.siv.   onjo     .^ 

A.     Man,a,..urofpi.,„n.s.  I  wat.h.d  ,1,, '  fa.vs.  bri  d.t  with 

on:       ■  '  /■•MTossH.ns    prodn-.d    pi,uant    .Lts 

;      "l      "    ^"""•"^'  "'•'  P'^-^'^'l'^i"  '"^-^l^-^'ts  of  fruit,  and  the 

On.-  iV.ro  ..xaetly  opposih^  particuh.rly  struck  n,v  ima^ina- 

ovnl         •n""""    "V  "";'''''-^''-<l  '"■■'"•  t'.l'Tahlv  stout  and 

o       ;;';?;  r         '";"  '"V""""-  -"'  ''PFarHnoo  seemed 

to  in  a  stockbroker,  and.  so  far  as  one  ..ould  see.  pftcd  with 

no  ox  raorc^.nnry  an.ount  of  brains,     Ilith.-rto  I  had  not  no 

hya  bad  Ij.l.t.  seerned  ,„  nu-  to  undergo  a  total  change:  k 
took  a  eadavcTous  hu...  v..i„,.d  with  purple  streaks  You 
rr...  ave  taken  it  for  the  .hastlv  eounteitanee  of  a  n.an  in 
h.  <l.ath  aKony.  In.passiv,.  as  a  painted  fi^a.re  in  a  diorama 
1-  was  star,,,,  stupidiv  a,  th-  faeets  of  a  ervstal  decanter 
^topper,  but  he  ....rtainly  took  no  h.-d  of  then,":  h.-  seeu,ed  to 
be  deep  ,n  so,,,..  visi,»narv  eontr.uplation  of  the  future  or 

nLie^ulink  '  ^""'""^'  "'  ''''  ''"^■--'""^in^  ^ace 

'-I-^  he  il!:-"  I  asked  myself.    "Has  he  taken  too  much  wine' 

Is  he  nnncd  by  the  tall  of  the  furuls  r     Is  h.  thinking  how  to 

cheat  his  cred„ors.'_I k  '.'  I  said  to  the  ladv  who  sat  next 

to  mo    ral  ,ng  her  attention  to  the  stranger's  face,  "that  u 
a  budding  bankruptcy,  is  it  not  :-•' 

3.\ 
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"Oh!"'  stic  answtnil,  "if  ii  wtiv.  lie  w.iuM  lir  in  hotter 
spirits. '■  'I'll'  II.  "itli  a  ;:ia((tul  )<.--  .if  !irr  lirad.  .»lif  added: 
"If  that  iiidiv  idiiiil  ivir  niiiis  liiin-rlf,  I  uil!  take  tin'  news 
to  Pfkiii  iiivmII'.  ilr  l^  II  ralhiT  (■civnirir  ol.i  j:cntlcinan 
worth  a  iniliinii  in  ival  r-tal'-:  hi'  i;-i'(|  to  lir  a  contractor  to 
the  Imperial  armies,  lie  marrieil  a:iaiii.  a-  a  Imsiiii'-s  speeiihi- 
tioii.  lull  he  makes  his  wife  \erv  liappv  for  all  that.  He  has 
a  prettv  dauL'hIer.  wliom  for  a  very  Ioiil'  time  lie  would  not 
ree();.'nize:  hut  when  his  son  died  hy  a  >ad  accident  in  a  duel. 
he  was  ohli^'ed  to  take  her  home,  for  he  wa-  not  likely  to  have 
anv  more  (  hildrcn.  So  all  at  once  the  poor  ;.'irl  heeamo  one 
ofthe  richest  heiresses  in  Paris.  The  loss  of  his  only  son 
threw  the  poor  dear  man  into  ,i:reat  .>:rief.  and  he  still  shows 
signs  of  it  at  times." 

As  slie  spoke  tlic  army  contractor  looked  up.  and  our  oyca 
met ;  his  expression  maile  me  .-liuddcr.  it  was  so  gloomy  and  so 
saJ.  Assuredly  a  whole  life  was  summed  u\)  in  that  glance. 
Then  in  a  moment  he  lookeil  .  heerrui.  He  to<ik  up  the  glass 
stopper,  put  it  unthinkingly  into  ihe  mouth  of  the  water  do- 
canter  that  stood  on  the  table  m  front  of  him.  and  turned 
sniilinglv  towards  M.  Hermann.  The  m.in  was  positively 
beaming  with  full-fed  content,  and  had.  no  ilouht.  not  two 
ideas  in  his  head;  he  had  heeii  thinkin-  of  nothing!  I  was 
in  some  sort  ashamed  to  have  thrown  away  my  ))owers  of 
divination  //(  (iin'tiii'i  rili.  to  have  taken  this  thiek-.-^kullcd 
capitalist  as  a  suhject.  i5ut  while  I  was  making  my  phrono- 
lo"-ical  ohscrvations  in  pure  wa-te.  the  good-natured  (iernian 
ha^d  flicked  a  few  grains  of  snuff  off  his  face  and  begun  his 
storv. 

It  woul.l  he  a  pa.--ihly  diilicult  matter  to  give  it  in  the 
same  words,  with  his  p.ot  infrequent  interruptions  and  wordy 
digressions:  so  1  have  wniieii  it  after  my  own  fashion,  omit- 
ting these  defects  of  the  Xurcmberger's  narrative,  and  help- 
ing myself  to  such  elements  of  poetry  and  interest  as  it  may 
possess,  emulating  ilie  modesty  of  other  writers  who  omit  the 
formula  translated  from  the  Grrman  from  their  title-pages. 
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•-'o-    A,, l.up.r,u.nlar, ,„..., n-V..„..In.rn,vn.^^^^^^ 
madol  <-r-n.    A,„,.n.„  was  k..,„n.  in  HHvk  ,1      W 

Jo  R,.p„l.  „.an  .l,v,s,.,„  u,.r„  at  VM.uv..  a.„l  ,.„,.  „    the\]  .,„i 
••Til,'  two  wayfarers   were    Frenehnie,,.      At    first   si-rlif   nf 

he.rblnean<wl.teun,f.r„,s,wnhre,l  velvet  '^:iH^ 
sabres    an.lahove  all.  tlu.,r  eaps  eovere.l  with  oil  el.  th 

ami  acorr,e,l  wni,  a  triee,|,.r  e^.-kade.  „,.  u.nn.  ,,e  nt^ 
the,nselves  ,u„ht  have  know,,  the,,,  for  a  pa,r  of  arm  •  " 
Koons,  men  of  ...iene..  and  nf  s,erl,„.  worth,  popular  or  he 
most  par.  not  only  i„  ,he  ar„,y.  l.m  also  ii  he  eo  ntr 
occup,e.l  by  Freneh  tn.ops.  A,  that  t,n,e  n.anv  vournu" 
of  .irood  lanuly.  torn  fron,  their  ,„ed,eal  studies  bv  (Wra" 
Jourdans  eon.cripfon  law,  n..t  unnaturally  p,vferred    o  "n 

m:her:;^';'■r■;^''^'"•'^■''^•••''"^-'''I•^^^ 

i"i    .      -utn  ot    this   s.amp,   stiu  lous,   ^erviee-ible 
l-ac-eabiy  n.elmed.  Au\  son.c.  ,.,od  an'on.  so  manv  c' i Is   a,d 

eo-tr.es  nnaded  by  the  ruti,less  atr,.anelusen,ent  of  tlil^K" 

asHstant-.ur>reons     eun„u,..„.ns    si.med    bv    La    C'oste    and 
Bernadotte,  were  on  thc.r  way   to  jou.  the  denn-b/ig.  do    o 
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whifli  tliov  v-vrv  attachnl.  H'-ih  iM-lniiirrd  tn  w.-ll-to-dn 
iniiidU'  fiiiiiili.--  m  I'Miius.n-.  llif  ini'lit  Imii,  nf  ;r.nil.'  hrrnl- 
in^'  and  of  pn.viiicinl  mtiu'ntv  luid  i»rn  a  |mrt  nf  tlifir  in- 
hfritiUKf.  A  ciiriiwiiv  .luiir  iiaiural  iii  \"uih  liad  hrou'.'ht 
tli.'iii  I"  till'  ;-rat  nf  War  l.rfnr.'  tiir  innr  li\ril  fuf  I'litraiicf'  on 
acfivt'  siTvicc,  anil  th.'V  had  ruinc  li\  ih.'  </i'i-/((/rv  an  far  a'* 
Stra-lioiir;'.  Mairrnal  priMliiKr  hail  >iitT'  r.il  llirtii  to  Inivp 
hniiic  with  a  vi-ry  M'atitv  -u\<\>\y  of  niotny.  luit  tlicy  felt  ricli 
ill  the  iiosM-.-ioii  (if  a  frw  loui»:  and.  iiidnd.  at  a  tunc  whi'ii 
asMf^Miats  liad  narliid  tin'  lowc-t  iioiiit  of  dipn nation,  those 
few  loi.is  Mii'ani  wraith,  for  ;_'old  was  at  a  hmh  |)niiinim. 

"Thr  two  a-sislanl-siir;,'fon>,  a.L'cd  twmty  \<'ars  at  most, 
pivi'  thrtn-ilvcs  np  to  ilir  roinanir  of  their  situation  witli  all 
Ihr  ..ntlnisia>in  of  vonih.  Tin  y  ha!  traMrMij  the  I'alatinate 
from  fetrasboiir;.'  to  limn  in  tin'  'iiialily  of  artists,  philoso- 
plurs.  and  ubscrvtrs.  Win  ii  we  have  a  scientilie  career  be- 
fore us,  there  are,  m  truth,  at  thai  aue  ni.iny  natures  within 
us;  and  even  while  making  love  or  traveling  about,  an  as- 
sistant-surgeon should  be  laying  the  foundations  of  his  future 
fame  and  fortune.  .Neeordingly.  the  pair  had  been  carried 
avt-ay  by  the  profnuml  adniiratioii  that  every  well-read  man 
inus"l  feel  at  the  si-ht  of  the  scenery  of  Swahui  and  the  banks 
of  the  Hhine  bi'lweeii  Mayeiue  and  ('olo::ne.  They  saw  a 
vigorous  and  fertile  country,  an  imdulaimg  green  landscajic 
full  of  strong  contrasts  and  of  iiieiuoiies  of  feudal  times,  and 
everywhere  .scarred  by  lire  and  sword.  Louis  XIV.  and 
Tureiine  once  before  laid  that  fair  land  in  ashes;  heaps  of 
ruins  bear  witiu'ss  to  the  pride  or.  it  may  lie.  to  the  prudence 
of  the  monarch  of  VersaiUe.-,  who  ra/ed  tiie  wonderfu' 
easlles  which  once  were  the  glory  of  this  part  of  (iermany. 
You  arrive  at  some  coiueiition  of  the  (ieriiian  mind;  ynu  un- 
derstand its  dreamine<s  and  its  mysticism  from  this  wonder- 
ful forestland  of  theirs,  full  of  remains  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
picturesijue.  albeit  in  ruins. 

"Tlie  two  friends  had  made  some  stay  in  Bonn  with  two 
objects  in  view— scientific  knowledge  and  pleasure.  T'lt 
grand  hospital  of  Uie  Gallo-Bataviau  army  and  of  Augereau's 
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diviHion  hml  ho,.,,  rst.,h!i.h.,|  j,,  ,|,„   ,,,    ,      ,       , 

-^-'-rn'';j;:;;;;;;;;::;r;;;;;;:':; 

hran.c  |,a,i  ,„,  luonnu,,],-  „f  i  ,  '''■^'■'^'''v.l  that 

and  i.io,|,.rn  art  at  .nvrv  ^(..,,  tnaMir-s  ,,t  ancrnt 

f-l'asMi  in  (1,,.  nul-       I?    ^  "  ^''''''•"  '"  ""■  '■^>'-'-'.  "r  a 

'"•^"narU  t^-  ,f  .;';  [;.2/'7"'  ^"-  '"  -"-  -»in.  of 
forest  was  fir  w'th  a,  nn  '"'^ ••■■>■  :""*^>- "•''•'-path.  and 
-n.^-  and  with  s;.'     of     1  ?'  "'"^^  .""^^  ^^'"''"^  ^^  "'"^- 

brown:,h,.?,.n^'^:J't;?nT'"'"/'''*'^''"''    ^'"-'-'f 

of  gold  acT.::':, : :  ;:;^; :  ;;:•; ;  ^^'i'-'  ^'-^  ''^o  th^ads 

the  two  fru.„.|s  u-.Mv  tr         n  '''"'?"'-'  ""■""^'''  "■'"'^•h 

there  were  no  wirla  ■ ",         ^     '-■/"  *'  •'"'""^''^  ^'^  ''""I'  as  if 
wer..  followim^ri!^^,''-      -"■''■^'''  "■';  '"-"ful   land.'  TI.ev 

granite  that  ns    C^^Z::!"!]  '''\r'  '"■"''  ''  ''"-h 
f"re  vi.rv  lon^^  were  de  r  n  1  T  ''''^- '"-  '^'''"^-  ""'l  l>e- 

abovethei,t,;;:;;r;n:;tK''r"^fr^^'T^^^'"^ 

two,  ^;^:^      a!  ^h  "^"nf"'  ^"""•^^•''  "-^  -^  of  the 
painted  houses  ol      nd  -n.a         '•  "^   '';"  '"'^''^  '^'-''^  "^  ^^e 
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Staircases  of  all  those  peaceful  dwellings,  and  at  the  boats 
swavinji  in  iIm-  inrrcnt  l>y  the  iiuay." 

Wh-n  M.  llcrniann  mentioned  the  name  of  Prosper 
MaL'naii.  m.v  opposite  nei.L'hhor.  the  armv  eontrai-tor,  snatched 
up  the  decanttT.  poured  liim-^elf  out  a  ^'lar-s  of  water,  and 
drank  il  down  at  a  L'ulp.  This  prneeediiifr  recalled  my  at- 
t..|iti(.n  to  liim:  I  tlioii-ht  1  >aw  a  >li,L:ht  quiver  in  his  hands 
and  a  trace  of  ]ierspiration  on  his  forehead. 

"•What  is  the  army  contractor's  name?"  I  inquired  of  my 
gracious  noighhor. 

"His  name  is  Taillefer."  sai<l  she. 

•'.\re  you  feeling  unwell?"  I  exclaimed,  as  this  unaccount- 
al)le  i)cing  turneil  jjale. 

••Not  at  all.  not  at  all."  he  said,  with  a  courteous  gesture 
of  acknowledgment.  "I  am  listening."  he  said,  with  a  nod  to 
the  rest  of  the  party,  for  all  eyes  were  turned  at  once  upon 

him. 

••I  foriret  the  other  young  man's  name,"  said  M.  Hermann. 
"But.  at  anv  rale,  from  rros|MT  Magnan's  confidences  I 
lea/ned  that  liis  frieml  was  dark,  li\ely,  and  rather  ihin.  If 
you  have  no  (.hjtrtion.  I  will  call  him  Wilhelm  for  the  sake 
"of  clearne.-s  in  ilie  stiu-y."  .\nd  the  gnod  (ierman  took  up  his 
tale  again,  after  haptizmg  a  French  a->istant-surgeon 
with  a  Gernuin  name,  totally  regaidle.-s  of  local  color  and  of 
the  (lenuinds  ol'  IJomanticism. 

"So  bv  the  tinu^  these  two  young  fellows  reached  Andernach 
niL'ht  had  fallen;  and  they.' fancying  that  it  was  too  late  to 
-eporl  themselvts  to  their  ehief-^.  make  llifm.~e!ves  known  and 
obtain  billets  in  a  place  already  full  of  soldiers,  made  up  their 
minds  to  spend  their  last  night  of  freedon:  in  an  inn.  about  a 
hundred  paces  outside  the  town.  They  had  seen  it  from  the 
erai:>  above,  and  had  admired  ihe  warm  ce.bu-s  of  the  house, 
heightened  by  ilie  glow  uf  th-  sunset.  The  whole  building 
was  painied  "red.  and  produced  a  piquant  ef-'i  in  the  land- 
seape.  whether  it  was  seen  against  the  croW('  of  houses  in  the 
town,  or  as  a  mass  of  iiriuht  color  against  a  background  of 
forest  trees,  or  a  patch  of  scarlet  by  the  giay  water's  edge. 
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fame  -.r  w(>nt.  A  stout  littlo  woman,  wlio  woro  the  black  vel- 
vet cai),  blue  .stoiiiaclHT  ciiihroidci  1  with  silviT,  the  pin- 
c-ii<!iion.  hun.-h  of  keys,  Mlver  chisp.^,  and  plaitiMl  liair  of  the 
typiral  (ienuan  landia.ly  (a  eostumc  ina<lo  so  familiar  in  all 
its  details  hy  a  ho^l  of  prints  that  it  is  too  well  known  to  need 
deseription),  tanie  to  th.-  two  friends  and  soothed  their  im- 
patience, wluie  >he  .stimulated  their  interest  in  their  supper 
with  \ery  remarkable  skill. 

••(irad''iially  the  noise  dimini.-hed.  the  travelers  went  off  one 
by  one.  tlie  "clouds  of  tobacco  smoke  cleared  away.     By  the 
ti"me  that    the  table   was  ..et    for  the  a>-istant-sur^'eons.  and 
the   classic   carp   from    the    Khine   appeared,    it    was   eleven 
o'clock.  an<l  the  rn.mi  wa.~  emi)ty.     Throuj:h  the  stillness  of 
the  night  it  was  ,  •>ssible  to  hear  faint  noises  or  horses  stamp- 
ing or^Tunching  their  provender,  the  ripi)lc  of  the  iraine,  the 
vague  indermable  sounds  in  an  inn  full  of  people  when  every- 
one has  retired  to  rest.     Doors  and  windows  opened  or  shut; 
tiierc  was  an  inarticulate  murmur  of  voices,  or  a  name  was 
called  out  m  some  room  overhead.     During  this  time  (jf  silence 
and  of  commotion,  while  the  two  Frenchmen  were  eating  their 
sui.per  and  the  landlord  engaged  in  extolling  Andiinach,  the 
meal,  his  Khinc  wmr.  his  wife,  and  the  Kepublican  army,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  guests,  the  three  lieard,  with  a  certain  de- 
gree of  interest,  the  lioarse  shouts  .d"  boatmen  and  the  rat- 
tlint:  sound  of  a  boat  being  moored  alongside  the  quay.     The 
innkeeper,  doubtless  accustomed  to  be  hailed  by  the  guttural 
cries  of  the  boatmen,  hurried  out,  and  soon  came  in  again 
with  a  short,  stout   man.  a  couple  of  the  boat's  crew  follow- 
ing them  with  a  heavy  valis.;  and  several  packages.     As  soon 
as^the  baggage  was  dei»o.-,iU'd   in  the  room,  the  short  man 
pick(Ml  uplus'^valise  and  seated  liimself  without  ceremony  at 
the  table  opposite  the  two  surgeons. 

•'  -You  can  sleep  on  board.'  said  he  to  the  Ijoatmen,  'as  the 

inn  is  full.     -Ml  things  ccmsidered.  ihat  will  be  the  best  way.' 

••'VU  the  provisions   I   have  in  tlu    house  are  here  before 

you    sir,-  said  tlie  landlord,  and  he   indicated  the  French- 
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-Hd.anordinarvc.lothovc.r.oa,.wai<t,.oa/       ,C.,..    Lo 
lark-,™,  vHv,,.  h,.hl>oo^..andafuv.;Hll,.a,hr    ,  r- 

ac,;  was  p.rfoc.tlv  round,  his  nu,nn..rs  frank  h        V    ^ 


innkeeper  a  wav>.  said  th-ii   fl,,.  r   ...  "lAiii.o.      me 

th,.  ,.,„„,.  ■,  r  <'<Tnian  nierehant  wa<  flvin-' 

p';r;,:':-::;^;:,r;■;::;::;;;;^:.;;:;->:^^^ 

'""-or  and  ^ood-nature.     If,,  had  ,J,d  feature.         ,  .,  :    ' 

a  oju;:;,::;;:;!!:!:::!^  "-■="' "'-  ^V'"-'-"  jokin-v  pointed 

Hm.M.Ta,llef,.,.  drank  another  .lass  of  water 
Irosper  e(uirteou>h-  invited  tlie  nierehant   to  .h.r     .1    • 

:™:';:™it ''::;:;;';; ''■"■;'■■: '-ni-v. ';;;: 

"111.   \aiisp  on  the  th)or.  put  his  feet  unon  it    tool-  ,  if 
iHs  hat,  dre.  his  chair  to  the  table,  and  laid  doJn  h  J  ^t;!!! 
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b(  -iilf  him,  to^'cth.r  with  ;i  pair  of  pHloLs  which  ho  carried  in 
lii^  i„  h.  The  laiiiilui-,!  (|uiel<ly  hiiii  a  cdvit  f"r  him,  and  tlio 
thrrc  111  -ail  t"  -ati.~fy  thiMP  1uiii-<t  sik'utly  ciiou-h. 

••'I'iir  r.H,iii  was  >')  close  and  l!;c  llics  so  tronl)losome,  that 
Prosi)cr  hi-oiiudu  ihc  hiiidlnrd  lo  open  tiie  window  tluU  looked 
out  u|H.n  the  ([uay  to  \>'\  in  fre>h  air.  This  window  was 
lV,,-icncd  hv  an  iron  har  iliat  droi'])ed  into  a  socket  on  either 
>ide  of  tlie  window  frame,  and  for  <;reater  -eeurity,  a  nut 
fa-Ieiicd  to  c:ieh  of  the  shutter.-  received  a  holt.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  Prosper  watched  the  landlord  unfasten  the  win- 
dow. 

"But  since  T  am  ^'oin^r  into  these  particuhirs."  M.  Hermann 
remarked,  'i  cn,>:ht  to  d(>scrihe  the  internal  arranjzements  of 
the  hoii.-e:  fnr  tlie  whole  interest  of  the  story  depends  on  an 
accurate  knowled:.re  of  the  jilace. 

"There  were  two  entrance  doors  in  the  room  wdiere  these 
three  iKi-sona.u^es  were  sittin.t:.  One  o))ent'd  on  to  tht  r,a\ 
that  followed  the  river  haid<  to  .\ndernaeli.  and.  as  mi:":i  be 
expected,  just  o])posite  the  inn,  there  was  a  little  jetty  where 
the  lioat  which  the  mereliant  liad  hired  for  his  voyage  was 
moored  at  that  moment.  '!"he  other  door  pive  admittance  to 
the  inn-yard,  a  court  shut  in  hv  very  hi<rh  walls,  and  at  the 
moment"  full  of  horses  and  cattle,  for  human  beings  occupied 
tlie  ^tahles 

"'I'he  house  door  liad  been  so  carefuliy  liolted  and  barred 
tliat.  lo  save  time,  the  landlord  had  opened  the  .-^treet  door  of 
tlu>  sitting-room  to  admit  tii(>  merch.ant  and  thi'  lioatmen.  and 
now,  whi^i  he  had  opened  the  window  at  Prosper  Magnan's 
instance,  he  set  to  work  to  shut  tliis  door.  sliiJiiing  the  bolts 
and  ~cri  win<:  the  nuts. 

"The  landlord's  bedroom,  where  tlie  friends  were  to  sleep, 
was  next  \o  the  pub'ic  room  of  the  inn.  and  only  separated 
from  the  kitchen,  where  the  ho.st  and  hostess  were  probably 
ii>  pa>s  the  night,  h^  a  siilheiently  thin  partition  wall.  The 
mai'l-servant  had  just  gone  out  to  find  a  nook  in  some  manger, 
or  in  the  cnnicr  of  a  hay  loft  xuiiewhere  or  otluT  It  will  be 
readily  understood  that  the  public  room,  the  landlord's  bed- 
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ann  went  liack  to  the  kitchen      T]>o  f,,,,,.  i  ■ 
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table  hut  eheese  and  h,.,-,,,,..  dried  fruit,  and  d  unie    the 

^hal.  party,  and   the  voiin.   FreneluiH.n   tnor,:  n  rn     j.", 
^'rew  e.Hiinnini.'ative     Thev  f.lk.  ,1  .,i      t.      •       »''"'' '"•"^'>- 
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"  'It  is  just  as  if  I  can  see  her,'  he  said  ;  'she  is  reading  the 
ov.'nin;:  ]>-A]nT.  tiic  hi-l  tliiu'r  at  ni-lit '.  She  will  not  forizot 
iiir,  I  kiinw  :  >]u-  is  siiro  to  say.  "Wliciv  is  my  pour  Prospor, 
1  woiid-r:""  'I'hrii  if  -lie  has  won  a  IVw  sous  at  cards — of 
i/otir  i!i"l!uT  iHThap^.'  he  added.  joLr^'in,L'  Willu'liu's  dhow — 
"'shf  will  !«■  putlin.u  tliiMii  in  the  lu^'  red  jar.  wli.'rc  -he  keeps 

th,.  UK V  she  is  savin;:  up  to  huy  tliose  thirty  acres  that  lie 

within  lnr  own  little  hit  of  land  at  Lesclieville.  The  thirty 
acres  will  he  wortli  somethini:  like  sixty  tlKui-and  francs, 
(iood  luraduw  land  it  is!  Ah!  if  !  were  to  havi'  it  some  day, 
1  would  live  all  the  rest  'd'  my  life  at  Lrx-licville.  and  want 
nothin.ir  hritir!  How  often  my  father  wanted  those  thirty 
acres  and  the  nice  little  stream  that  winds  alon;.'  through  the 
fields:  .\nd.  after  all,  he  died  and  could  not  huy  the  land. 
1  have  })layed  there  many  and  many  a  time!" 
" ';M.  Walhcnfer,  haven't  you  also  your  hoc  mil  in  i-o/wf 
asked  W'illielm. 

"  'Yes.  sir,  yes  1     But  it  all  came  to  me  as  it  was.  and  now 

.'  the  good  nuin  stopped  short  and  said  no  more. 
"'For  my  own  part."  -aid  tiie  landlord,  whose  countenance 
was  slightly  Hushed.  '1  houg'.it  a  hit  of  meadow  last  year  that 
I  had  set  my  mind  on  these  ten  years  past." 

"So  I  !iey  "chatted  on.  as  folk  will  talk  when  wine  lias  un- 
loosed their  tongue>.  and  struck  up  one  of  those  travelers' 
friendsliips  tliat  we  arc  little  chary  of  making  on  a  journey, 
in  such  a  sort  thai  when  they  ro.-e  to  go  to  their  room  Wil- 
helm  offered  his  hed  to  the  merchant. 

"'Y.ui  can  take  the  otl'er  without  he>itation,"  he  said,  'for 
Prosper  and  1  can  sleep  together.  It  will  not  he  the  first  time 
nor  tile  last  either.  I  exiurt.  You  are  the  oldest  among  us, 
and  we  ought  to  honor  old  age." 

'•'I'ooh:"  said  tlie  landlord,  'there  are  several  mattresses 
on  our  hed.  one  can  he  laid  on  the  tloor  for  you,"  and  lu' 
went  to  shut  the  window  with  the  usual  clatter  caused  hy  this 
precaution. 

'"I  accept  vour  offer."  .-aid  the  merel.ant.  ad.iressing  \^  il- 
heim.     '1  it)nfess,"  he  added,  lowering  his  voice,  and  looking 
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"  *Vou  may  hope  so,'  said  the  merchant    'ITono-.  „     i       n 
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a-Iiiri-  at  prc-cnt  (>win<:  tn  iiiniuiility  ol'  fortune.  With  this 
wealth  he  phmnt'd  out  a  wIidIc  pleasant  Ureliine,  saw  hiiusolf 
the  pn^penui-  t'allier  i>l'  a  latuily.  n.  h.  looked  up  to  m  the 
nei-ht)oi-lioo(l,  po>.-.il)ly  ev.ii  Mayor  of  Hraiivai,-.  The  I'ieard 
hea'i'l  was  on  tire;  h<'  east  aliout  for  the  ineau^  of  reali/.iujr 
these  dreams  of  his.  With  extraordinary  warmth  .d'  imagina- 
tinn  lie  set  Iiiinself  to  plan  out  a  crime,  and  ^'old  and  diamonds 
were  tin'  mos»  vivid  and  di-tin.t  portion  of  a  vision  of  the 
niereliantV  death:  the  <:litter  da/zhd  luni.  Hi-  heart  heat 
faM.  lie  had  eoninnttod  a  crime,  no  donhi.  hy  harhoring 
su-h  thoU;Jits  as  l!ie>e.  The  spell  of  the  ^'old  wa-  upon  him  ; 
his  nioralnature  was  into.\icate<l  hy  in-idious  rea>oninjrs.  He 
asked  InmseU"  whether  there  w,.s  any  reason  why  the  poor 
(ierinan  should  live,  ami  iniairined  how  it  wouhl  have  heen  if 
he  liad  never  existed.  To  put  it  hrietlv,  he  plotted  out  a  way 
to  do  the  deed  with  complete  impunity. 

-The  Austrians  held  the  other  hank  of  th(>  Rhine;  a  hoat 
lav  tl-.ere  -nder  tlie  window-;  there  were  l)oatmen  there;  he 
could  cut  the  man's  throat,  tlin<r  him  into  the  Rhine,  e-.v.pe 
with  the  vali>e  throudi  a  cast'inent,  lirihe  the  hoatmen.  and  -j;o 
over  to  th(>  Austrian  side.  He  even  went  so  far  as  to  count 
upon  his  surjxeon's  de.xtcrity  with  the  knife;  he  knew  of  a 
way  of  deeapitatinL'  his  victim  heforo  the  sleeper  could  .uter 
a  sin,trle  shriek     ..." 

M.  Taillefer  wiped  his  forehead  at   this  point,  wuJ  a<:ain 

lie  drank  a  little  water. 

'•'I'hen  l'ros])er  Mairnan  rose — slowlv  and  i!oiseh\-sly.     He 


assured  himsi 


at 


he  had  awakeiu'd  nohoily,  dressed  and 


went  into  the  jmhlic  room.  Then,  with  the  fatal  lucidity  of 
mind  that  suddenly  comes  at  certain  erist'S.  with  the  height- 
ened power  of  intuition  and  streu.irlh  of  will  that  is  never 
laekiui:  to  criminals,  or  ic^  prisoners  in  th.e  execution  of 
their  design.-,  he  un>crewi'd  the  iron  har-.  and  drew  them 
from  their  sockets,  and  .et  them  aL^in.t  tiic  wall  with- 
out the  slijihtest  s-und,  hanging  with  all  his  weight  on  to  the 
shutters  le'st  they  should  creak  as  they  turned  on  their  hinges. 
In  the  pale  niomilighl  he  could  dimly  .-ee  the  olpjeets  iu  the 
room  where  Wilheliu  and  Wulhenfer  were  sleeping. 


THE  RED  I\\ 


-:.t:\;:;';:r:  In''' ;'■''■■ • ';''■  "■■■■i-^"'^- 
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1^  .I'liiiiti'd  i<,  hi-  [Hirpo 

I   n\    [  lie  iici ''      ' 

Co'l  for  III.  fwwhvtiuii.  llnlIli,lk;„.Iv.• 


"•A^.lul„.„Ist^o.lln•,lH.|„.,r,lH..^!,lnu.,ln;,.•Ia:ked 
.  Ill    ' 

"I!c  hiid  jiKM   r,ii-f,l 


^  ;:;;,::  ^r',";''':;" '.'-'■'■■■' """-i-i ^^ 


Mnm,.|    „,„„,.,„,;„,„,,,.  „„,  .„„  „,„,  ,„„„r    ,: 

»;in(lci'iiii,'s    (N      iiiii   t,,  ti,,,     I   ,        ,•    1 

l,.,l  ,1.,..,.:., .,...1. ,  '  ''"    -^'"l"'  "'    ^''"   '■»^"'^'   «-|'ir!,   th.-v 


IliKl    (ifSccIH 


^■'1  tli.ii  iill,riio(.ii  to  rcai-h  tin- 


1111. :  but  s.)  ik'op 


■ '■vv .    "  .IK  111  11;,'  III'    in    i.'iiii    -iif^     I't    ,.         1        I 
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elbow  rcstin.i:  on  :i  Ixnildi  r  hy  llif  -iilr  nf  lli«'  Rliiiw;  ami  wtn'ii 
he  tnriicM!  lo  ■_''!  m  .i.Min.  h''  (niild  iiui  milv  Imvi'  -Ifjil.  -n  \\r 
paid,  iiiil  lia\i'  waicln  il  mmt  iiiilliniis  nf  ^m!.!. 

'•When  Ins  !i(iiii-lv  mic  r-nl  >in'n,u'l!iiiiM|  .iml  triuin|i!i;mt 
from  that  oi-,|.',il.  he  I.im  ll  .ii  ,i"V  and  r.-..t:i-y  |.>  iliaiik  (n.d; 
he  ft'll  a-  liappv,  !i-lil -lirjirtrd.  .iini  (uni.nl  a-  "ii  tli<'  day 
when  Ik'  tonk  llic  >ai  raiiK'iil  fur  \\\<-  \'w-\  liiiir.  and  I'dt  imI 
muvurthv  nf  the  ;in'_'cl>  l»r,iii-.'  Ii.'  liad  -]";il  iln'  <la\  willnnit 
sin  in  wn-d,  nr  llimiLdii.  or  d''i<l, 

"111'  \M-ni  \r.uk  a^Min  tn  llf  mn.  >liiil  i!h'  uiiidnw  without 
care  to  ninvc  nni>clc<-Iv,  and  wriit  in  ind  a!  nni c.  Mind  and 
bodv  wiTf  litlfrlv  f\lian.~!.d.  a'ld  slnp  ,,vriv;iini'  liiin.  Ilr 
hiulsciinvlv  laid  hi-  head  nii  the  nialtn--  licl'..iv  ihr  divaniy 
dfowsiiicss  thai  ])n'ccdrs  -nimd  -hmdur  irrpi  o\r!-  hnn; 
when  the  scn~c<  .lmmw  ("rpid.  consciuu-  lilV  <  hh-  iiwav,  th(iu;:ht 
prows  frairinclilai-y.  ;ind  ihr  !a>t  coniinunicatioiis  of  >cnsc  to 
the  hraiii  arc  like  the  ini|-ix-Mnn-  uf  ;i  dn  am. 

'■'ll.iw  (lose  tlu'  air  i.-I"  Slid  i'n,-|Mr  Im  hiinscif.  'It  is 
just  as  if  I  were  l)rcathinLr  a  damji  mi-t      .     .     •" 

••Dindv  he  sonudit  tn  addiint  for  lhi<  -late  nl  thiiii:-  l>y 
attrilmtiiiK  it  to  llif  dillVivnci-  iictwrcn  ih.'  .iut>idc  tmiprfii- 
turc  ill  liir  pure  (•niintrv  air  and  thi'  dn-,  il  rtinm:  Iml  li(dnrr 
lon^r  lu'  heard  a  cnii.-laiith  rcurrin-  .Miwiid.  vrrv  much  like 
the  Auw  drip  of  water  from  a  Icakin-  i..p.  <  »n  an  impii!>e 
of  panic  terror,  hi'  tliou.L^iit  nf  n.-in--  and  caHin-  the  hindlnrd. 
or  the  merciiant.  or  W'ilhehn;  hut.  fnp  !ii~  mi-fnrtmu'.  h^ 
bothou.Ldit  liiiiixdf  nf  the  wn,Hk-ii  (Inck  111  tim  next  rnnm. 
faiii-ii'il  tlial  tile  sound  was  the  heat  nf  ilir  piiidulum.  an.i 
dropped  ott  to  sk'cp  witii  this  dim  and  eniifu-^eil   idna   iii  hi< 

head."' 

•i)n  von  want  some  water.  M.  TailKh'r'r"  a-ked  tli-  mast,  r 
of  the  house.  sceinLT  tlie  iiaiiker  take  up  the  empty  (k-anter 

niechanicaily. 

M.  Hermann  wen;  on  with  his  stnry  afl^r  the  -li-ht  inter- 
ruption of  the  hankerV   r^'ply. 

••'rim  next  morning'.""  lie  w.'Ut  on.  "i'rn-p.'r  MaLMian  was 
awakened  kv  a   trreat  noise.      It   seemed   In  lum  that    he  ha<l 
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nflO 


hi'nr,    .l.r.ll  rr.rs.  .„.!  I,,   f.!,   ,l,,f   violent  n.-rvon.  tn-mor 
•Mat   iH-aii  .111!  in-  -|,n„|„.r.     Th-    thin-  il,,t    takr.   pla,-,.  in 


us  uii.ti  u,.  •»;,[,,,  u,,||  .,  .|.|,.,;  ,,, 


'■  III"  coiiiiiiiifi  cvpn'ssiun. 


"■'^i"-n  n-i.lli..,..nilv  nu. -ti-.t.  I.  t!„.i:-!,  i,  pr,....,,,.  j,,,,.^: 

<MniLrprnl,l,.,n-    ,„    pin  .,-.H,_-|r,.l    ^l, .,„■...       Til.   I.thM,.   shork 

''""^"'';'  "'•■'^  ''"''^■""""'••^",M,.„,vinp..„„f;|„.  ,u-„nMt.in.s 
'"   Ns  ,1,,-,,  ;,,v  ,,hn,.-|  ;,!u,v.  apa-f  whil..  uv  .|,..,p.  ,.  „,„f,„y 

!;:;"";''"'"'^-l""  "  "-"-t>ornr:li..n.ln..kvv,.iiM-s„r ,n 

1   "■'""■'■Mr,,vu-.  an.l  li„  l.air  1>, , -t |,..l  liLi-.M^lv  all  at  o,,..; 

wli.n  in.  .au  a  pool  „n,!.„„,  |„„  ,,..,„  |„<  „u„  mattnss  and 
V'"'"'"'";-^  '"■'^"■■"'-     Th..  inifn.t.nias.  C.nnan-s  h^a,!  was 

^";^;'".  "";•■'"••""■  !.vu-a.<.:M,.„tli,.|„.,|.all,hi.Mn,„I 

ha.l  dram...]     n.n,   ,],..  n-.k.      I'n.^p.r  Ma-nai,  saw  Walhon- 

;■;;'■ '■;•""' ;'^""'^'^"-'"^-  --'■••'!  "n,h,.>h..,.ts  that  ho 

li"*l  sl..pt   ni.  a,H!  .v,„  .„,   hi.  ,nv.,   ha:>,|~.  sau-  hx  nw„  sur- 

|--'n  s  k„ih.  nn  th,.  I„.,i.  a.Miranit.  .1  awav  nn  ,h.,  i,l,»,d-s,aiM(.d 
il'xir. 

'••'  ^vas  p„ni<lH,|  alrra.ly  I'nr  niv  ihou-l,,.;  I,,,  said  to  me 
fit  I  CPU  a  t'lls. 

'•Wh,.„h,.,.an:..  Inhi„,..ira-ain.  h,.wa.sitti„-ina..hair 
'"   "',"  I'"'''"-  '•'-",  nf,h.,   i„„.  a   -rn„p  „r   K,„,„.,,   ,„|,,i„,, 
n>"n,    ahniit   |,„„.  and  an   nMpnMiiv,.  and   in„.r...t..d  c-mwd 
Hr  s  arrd  in  dull   lH.uih|,,.„„.nt  al  a   IlrpuhlMan  oih-.-.r  wlm 
was   hi'sv  lakin-  duun   tlu-  d,.p,„iti.,n>  of  ..v.ral   witnosso. 

and  drawing  up  an  nlli.ial  n.pon  :h,.  n.,.n-nix,.,|  tl...  hntdlord 
and  his  w,f,..  ,!„.  ,u-,.  h„a,n..n.  and  the  niaid-s.Tvant      The 

suPLMrai  insipiinirnt  ii-rd  l.v  the  niiu^h.pcp - 

11.T..  M.  Tai!l,.r,.p,„nd„„i.  .,,,,,  ,„„   his  p,„.k..td,andker- 
^■'""'-  ;'";'    ^^d-1    Ins    fnp.lu.ad.       His    n,uv,.n),.nts    w.n>    so 

"alnt-a     that  I  alon,.  noti,.,.d  thnn  :  ind.ni.  all  ..v,.>  w,.p.  fixed 
"n  M.  II..pn,ann  wiiJ,  a  kind  of  .^rrr^h  intrp,.si'      Tlu-  armv 
f-ntpa,.tnr  l.-am.l  his  ,.ll„nv  n„  ,h,.  taM...  pn,ppod  his  hea.]  on 
'['^  n-ht  hand,  and  In.k.d  fix.div  at   H-pniann.     Fn>n>  that 
'I'M.,  tupwapd  1  saw  nninv„l,n„apysi-7isnfa-,talin„norof 

|ntc.p.st  in  the  tal,..  IHU  his  ra..,.  was  .pav..  and  copp..d,ko; 
he  lnnk(.d  just  as  he  lu.d  dune  wlule  lie  was  phnmir  wuh  the 
decant  er-stnpiMT  i     -     c 

24      '--^'-'- 
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"Tlif  siiru'i'al  in-triiiii'  lu  ii-iil  li\  ttic  iimnlcriT  lay  nn  tho 
tal)lt',  lic-ii|i'  till-  i;i-r  Mith  rpi-jMi-"-  |i.p<lM'i-lHiMk  iiiiil  |i.i|it'rs. 
'I'lif  crowd  iMiiki'il  l,v  iiiri:-  .ii  i;i'    \MiniL'  -iirL'''')n  ami  iit  llic-it' 

cilMN  inrllliT     |II-nil|'-     (if     111-     ;Jlll!i:     ll''     llilM-fll'     il  1 1]  M  il  rc !     t(t     ll'' 

(Iviii;::  lii>  (lull  CM-  -iMimd  to  ha\c  no  [iuWit  of  >ii.'!it  in 
tlit'in,  A  (.•oiil'iisfil  niiinmir  oiit-iilr  iii.kIi-  i!  inkIi'IiI  that  a 
<Towi|  hail  u'alliiri'l  alioul  llif  iiin.  all  raili'il  !■>  iIk'  iirws  of 
tiic  iiiurilrr.  aiiil  |iiT!ia|i~  lu  a  ui-li  lo  calr'i  a  -i.;hl  of  tli'' 
criiriitial.  Tln'  Iraiiiii  of  ihr  -riiin- ^  |io-Iim1  \iu>l-v  liir  win- 
dows and  the  ilaiikin'.'-  of  iIi'Mt  ur.iiioii.-,  ro-c  o\,-r  the  wliis- 
[xTcd  talk  of  ihf  |ioinilac,'.  'i'in'  inn  it-df  was  -hiil  n|),  the 
courtyard  was  silent  and  divert'  d. 

"'I'lit'  iriizc  of  tlic  oIlinT  who  wa-  drauin:^'  up  the  ri  port 
was  intolcrahlc ;  I'r.i-jifr  MaL'iiaii  fell  -onic  oiir  -ra-p  his 
hand:  looked  up  to  -ee  who  it  wa-  that  -to.i.j  l.y  him  anion.u' 
that  unfrieiidlv  cfowil,  and  niMi^iiizcd.  \<\  tlie  uiiiforni  that 
he  Wore,  the  senior  surLTeon  of  the  denn-hri.L.'ade  (piariereil  in 
Andernarli.  So  keen  and  inereiie-s  were  tlio-e  eye-,  that  the 
poor  vouiiLr  fellow  ,-lnidderi  d.  and  hi-  head  dropped  on  to  tlio 
l)iick  of  the  eliair.  <M!e  of  tlie  men  held  <  ine-ar  for  him  to 
inhale,  and  !'ro-per  re-ained  eon-eiou-iie--;  at  onec ;  hut  hi^ 
lia.L'U'ard   eves   Were   -o   de-iuule  id"   life   and    illteHi'_'enee,   that 

Die  senior  surL'eon  felt  hi-  pu!<e.  and  -poke  to  ihe  oilicer. 

"'Captain,'  he  >aid,  'it  i.-  im|ios,-,:>U  '  ■  i-xani;;'.''  the  nnui 
just  now ' 

" '\'erv  well.  'I'ake  him  awa\-."  returned  the  captain,  eiit- 
tin.LT  the  surgeon  >hort.  and  -peaking'  to  a  corporal  who  stood 
lieliind  the  junior's  cliair. 

'••Confounded  scoundrel  1'  I'le  man  muttered:  'try  at  least 
to  hold  up  vour  head  liefore  ihc-e  (lerman  hcL^L'ars,  to  save  the 
honor  of  thi'  llepuhlic.' 

"Thus  adjurinl.  Prosper  MaLrnan  came  to  his  -en-es.  rosi\ 
and  went  forward  a  few  pan-;  hut  when  t'ne  dior  opened, 
when  he  felt  the  outer  air,  and  -aw  the  people  crowdinj-  up, 
all  his  strength  failed  him,  hi.-  knees  bent  under  him.  he 
tottered. 

"•The  confounded  sawbune-  deserves  to  lie  put  an  end  to 
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th 


riiiliL-,i,r.  II,,.., ivrl,„f  A, „|., .„,„,,, 


n- r,|,,,l,„j,  ,„„r r  .,f  ,l„.  ,.„rr,. r  i|„.  ,,.|„„,.  ^     '  , 

' ^  '"'"■  ->■•"■■  ■ ■'-- r„s.„i  ,," m '   :'  ■; 
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whifli  they  haW  a  i„,ii,i  t<,  axcn-,.  ,,„.,„.,  Iv    .  ,    "    ' 
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ill 


wtiit  ]i;isl  in\  window,  a  sad.  l)ittor  sniilc  lit  up  liis  faro  for  a 
iiio!i:viit.  ;h  it'  .-I  transitory  ^Icarn  of  sanity  (Tossod  a  d'sor- 
(Iri'ed  i.i-.iiii.  S\i(!i  a  -mile  would  ^ur('ly  not  bo  soon  on  a 
iiuirorr'  !•■-  hp-.  Wlii^n  I  no.xt  saw  tlic  turnkey.  I  askcii  him 
al)out  !ii-  niw  pri^on.cr. 

•••Ih'  ii;!-!!"!  said  a  word  since  In-  went  into  his  eell.  lie 
sit-  there  with  iiis  head  on  his  liand=;.  and  sleeps  or  thinks 
aiiHiit  his  trnulile.  I''roiii  wiuiL  I  hear  thr  Frer.eiiiner.  sayini:, 
ihcv  will  -rttle  l;is  oa-i'  to-morrow,  and  h<'  will  be  slint 
within  t wi'iity-t'our  hours." 

"That  fvi  riiiiL:  I  liii-'ercd  a,  little  under  his  windows  duri.ic: 
till'  >horl  tiiiic  allowed  fur  exercise  in  the  prison  yard.  \\e 
talked  together,  and  ho  told  uw.  very  simiily  the  story  of  his 
ill-luck,  irivinir  sutliciently  straiirht forward  answers  to  my 
(lill'.M-ciit  i|UcMions.  After  that  ronversation  I  no  h.njier 
doubted  his  innocence.  I  asked  and  obtained  the  favor  of 
spendin.i:  a  few  hour-  i;i  his  comiianv.  and  saw  him  in  this 
wav  several  times.  The  poor  boy  let  me  into  the  secret  of 
his  thou<:hts  without  reserve.  In  iiis  own  oTiinion,  he  was  at 
once  innocent  and  -rviilty.  He  nMuembered  the  hideous 
u'mptation  which  he  had  found  siren,Lnh  to  resist,  and  was 
afraid  that  he  had  committed  the  murder  planned  while  he 
was  awake  in  ;m  access  of  somnambulism. 
•• 'l>ut  how  about  votir  comjianion ''"  said  I. 

"■•Oh.    Wilhelm    is    incapable! "    he   cried    vehemently. 

He  did  not  even  finish  the  sentence.     1  >rrasped  hi  ■  hand  at 

the  warm-hearted  outburst,  so  frau<rht  witti  vouth  and  virtue. 

"T  expect  he  was  friditened  wlu'n  he  woke."  he  said;  'he 

must  have  lost  his  presence  of  mind  and  tied " 

"^Withont  wakintr  ymir"  T  a^ked.  'Why.  in  that  case  your 
(b'fence  is  soon  made,  for  Walhenfer's  valise  will  not  have 
been  stolen." 

"All  at  once  he  burst  into  tears. 

"  'Oh.  yes.  yes!"  he  ericil ;  'I  am  not  <ruilty.  I  cannot  have 
killed  liim.  i  remember  the  dreams  I  had.  I  was  at  school, 
playim:  at  prisciners-basc.  I  could  not  have  cut  his  throat 
while  i  was  dreaming  of  running  about.' 
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:"'"■""%;"" •'"■-^l"'-lt.n,~!„.,ll,v,l.,,,„.f„;   'r 

"'■I'    'I'    "a-        ,i.'!lv  ,uniiliv  altc 


moihiT-'    ^':    '   "'■'""   ■'   '"'J   <■'•"-•••!-  '•.•-'!.     'Oh,  poor 

.         T''"     '7''";''        "■'  ''"'"'"   loll  ,he  ,nan.  Lhal 
'^'"""'^    '"■  'I'"  'l''^itl,  ,,r  niv  moth,',-'- 

Wcn.1,  n.>.nnn  .1  i,,,,,.  uonM  l,av.  ,fa.h..,l  his  h.a,!  a^unJl 
,    "■^^'",'   """'  •^"''   ''"^'-  1""'>   '^i<''K-   I   sa„!,     'You   will  ho 

;;:;r::;;\;:::r.":;-'^';:'!:^ 


you  caiv  t„  k„n..v  ,!„,  u-i,,,!,,  ,,.„,j| 
vir^iiiiity  (if  my  cnnx-inu-c." 


"1   miirii-mt.      Do 
lliat  I  have  l,,.t  the 


""^^'',''  "';'~"  "■■'■''''"  "■•"•'1-  !"■  ^^1'   'l"«n.  f„hl..,l  hN  arm. 
-rop     ,sHh.skI,,,.,,.,  hiOma,!    an,l,lu.!insove    «^ 

If,,,,  I,   „  rM';""-_    I  -inl.    ,-rhaj..  ,1  wWlail  conm  ri-ht 

,         ■^'"^^•'''''''^-  '•'-■'•  ''----''-tlVH  at  p,.;..  with  vo 


"On  the  fullowiii^-  (hiv.  ; 


r         ,•     •,■  ■        ■      ''"""   """'  ""clock,  a  cornoral  and 

t-r  tn.l,ers  came  W  tho  a.s,.tant  surgeon.     I  C  the 
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MHiiicI  '<l'  the  M>lilirr>'  rn.it>tcps.  .111.1  uviil  t.)  the  wiiiilow;  our 
fvcs  uift  a>  he  ini.-.c.l  llic  .niirt.  Xrwr  >lia!i  1  I'drp't  tho 
i:lanco  fraiiL'ht  with  ^o  m.-niy  tliMii-lit-^  ami  i'()rc!>ndiii,ir>.  nor 
the  rcsiL'iialinn  and  iii(lr.-crii)ahlv  r-ad  and  iiit'lancholy  -wcot- 
nf::is  in  Ills  i'\juv.-Muu.  Ill  thai  dunil)  swil';  tran-t'iTcnct'  of 
thought,  iiiv  I'riiiid  roiivryrd  !ii>  tc-taincnt  In  '\\r :  tic  lott  his 
lorit  life  to  the  ono  i'riciid  who  wa.s  hcsiilc  hiiii  at  the  hist. 

"'{'hat  iii-ht  must  have  luvii  vcn  hard  to  liv,'  thrnu,-:h.  a 
v.TV  lonclv  ni.'.dit  for  him:  hut  |icri'ai>r^  tho  iuillor  that  ovor- 
t;pri'ad  hi.-' Ian •  ua^  a  ^ign  nl'  a  nrwlv  atqiun'd  .-loicism,  based 
on  a  now  view  of  himself.  I'.rliaps  iio  f-lt  imrillcd  In"  ro- 
niorsf,  and  ihou-ht  to  expiate  his  sin  in  thir-  an^ruish  and 
shame.  Ho  wallied  Willi  a  llnii  step;  aiiil  1  iioiieed  tha'  he 
had  removed  the  aei-idi'ntal  slams  of  hi. mm!  that  soiled  his 
clothing  tlie  night  before. 

"Tnluekilv  1  stained  my  hands  while  I  wa>  asleep;  1 
always  was  aii  uiira.~y  .-le.'pi'r,"  he  iiad  .-aid,  a  dreadful  despair 
in  the  tones  of  hi.-  voue. 

-1  was  told  liiat  he  was  about  In  lie  tried  by  a  court-martial. 
Tho  division  was  to  go  forward  in  two  day^"  time,  and  the 
conimandanl  of  the  d.  lui-bngad.e  uirant  to  try  the  eriminal 
on  tlie  spot  before  le:!\,nii  Aiidirnaeh. 

-While  thai  eoui  .-martial  wa-  .-iilin,-:,  I  wa>  in  an  agony  of 
suspense.  It  was  noon  before  they  br.uighl  i'rnsper  Magnan 
back  to  prison.  1  was  taking  my  piv-enbed  e\erei.se  when  he 
came;  he  saw  mo,  and  ru.-hed  into  my  arms. 

">i  am   lost!"   he  said,     i^i-t    lieyoiid    hope!      Every  one 

hero  must  look  on  mo  as  a  muiHlerer 

"Then  he  raised  his  head  proudly.  'This  injustice  has 
complelely  given  me  baek  my  innoeenee,"  lie  .said.  Tf  1  had 
lived,  my^life  must  always  have  been  troubled,  but  my  death 
shall  be  "without  reiu-oa^'li.     But  is  there  anything  lieyond?' 

"The  whole  eighleeiith  century  spoke  in  tliat  sudden  ques- 
tioning,    lie  was  absorbed  in  thought. 

"'But  what  did  yo'i  tell  •heinr  What  did  they  ask  you?" 
1  cried.  •Uui  you  not  tell  them  the  ^iiiiplo  truth  as  you  told 
it  to  mc  ?' 
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If.'  .LMz.'.i  at  III,.  f„r  a  riiinut.'.  then  after  the  brief,  dreadful 
]»ai.     .  II,.  aii>u,.,v,l  uiil,  a  f.  v,.n>h  n.a,lin,.>..  of  sinwh  • 

■•  lirst  ui  all  t!„y  a>k,.,l  „„■:  "I)i,i  v.,„  ,.„  ,Mii  .,f  tl„.  inn 
durin;:  ,1,..  „i:,!.,  -•_'-Y„,,"  [  ,„|,|  th,.n,.-"H,nv  ,Ii,l  you  ,vt 
outr  -I  ,„n„.,l  n.,1.  ,,,„!  aiiMv,,v,|.  -Throu.'h  th,.  window - 
—  lli''n  y.Mi  inii>t  hav,.  ,,|„.ned  a  :-"_-y,.s;-  I  said  — '-V,,,! 
set  ab,Mit  It  v,Ty  .■auti,Misl.v.  the  lan<ll,ml  hear,!  n„thin.''-  - 
1  was  hk,.  ,>,„■  Mupefi,.,!  all  th,.  time.  The  boatn.en  ^won- 
Iliat  tliey  lia,l  .Mvn  m,.  walkm-.  sonu'tinies  f.wanU  Vnde-- 
nach.  snniet, „H.s  towanls  the  forest.  1  w,.nt  to  an,l  fro  many 
tunes,  tlu.y  sai,l.  1  had  buried  the  gold  and  diain..n,ls  \s  a 
"i<'It,.r,)f  la,t  the  valiM.ha-  not  Invn  fuund.  Tln^n  the  wh,)le 
tmi,..  J  myself  was  struggling  again>t  r,.n.,...,..  Wheney-r  I 
open,.d  my  mouth  t,.  speak,  a  mereib'^s  v,.i,.e  seeme.l  to  ery 
}ou   ,nnu>t  l,j  do  it.'-     KN,.rvtlHng  wa>  a-ain>t   n.e.  evJn 

"'-\",    •     •     •     •      ^'"'y  ^^-.i'"'''!  to  kn,.w  about  my  eomra,le. 
and  I  eonipletely  ,.xonerai,.d  hiw.     Tlien  they  said    "One  of 
you  tour  must  be  guilty-you  or  your  comrad;..  th,^  innkeeper 
or  his  wil,..     Ail  til,.  , lours  an,l  wimbnys  w,.r,.  shut   fa^t  this 
oiorning:-     Wh,.u   ili..y  said   that."   he   went   ,ui.   "l    ha,!   n,", 
voice,  no  strength,  no  spint  left  in  me.     1  wa.s  ::.ore  sure  of 
niy  Inend  than  uf  nu.elf;  J  saw  yery  well  that  they  thou.^ht 
us  boti,  e,iually  guilty  of  the  murder,  and  I  was  tlu'  clumsier 
one  ot  the  two.     I  tn,.,l  to  explain  the  thing  by  somnambu- 
lism. J  trie,!  t,.  cl,..ar  my  friend;  then  1  got  muddle,!,  and  it 
was  a  1   oy..r  with  m,..     1  r,.a,l  my  sentence  m  the  judges-  eves 
Incredulous  smib-  ~uAv  ac-rn>s  th,.ir  faces.     That  is  all      The 

suspense  is  ,.ver.     1  am  tu  b,.  ..hot  to-morrow 1  do  not 

think  ,.t  myself  now,"  h..  saui,  "but  ,d'  my  poor  mother' 

■•H,.  >topped  short  an,|  jookv,]  up  to  heav,.n.     He  shed  no 
tears;  liis  eyes  were  dry  aiul  contractcl  with  pain 

'•rredericl     ... 

"Ah  :  1  remember  n,.w  !    The  otiier  one  was  called  Frederic 
.     .      .      l-red,>ri,.:     U's.  I  am  sure  that  was  the  name."  M 
llermann.e.xclaim,.,]  triumpliantly. 

I  felt  the  j.ressure  ,.f  my  fair  neighln.r-s  foot  :  she  ma.le  a 
sign  10  tne,  and  looked  acro.s  at  M.  Tailiofer.     The  .somiune 
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;iriii\-c()nira<'tni-"-:  Imnd  iIi'moihmI  r.irrlr->ly  :!i^;  ovo*.  l)uf 

ill     tllCIII. 

"Kli ':"  -hi-  -,ii(l  ill  iii\  >:iv.  "aiiil  iiuv.  -hj.jmi-i'  i'uu  his  na'iir 
is  Fi'rili'ri.- !-■■ 

I  2;i\t'  ;1h'  la'lv  .1  -iilc  ::!:ili(('  "f  I'Hin'aiy  tn  in  siliitt.  l!iT- 
iiiann  \m  n!  i>n  w  ii  ii  lii~  lalr. 

■■'•It  i<  cnw.inllv  111'  j-'ri'iK'-ric  ti>  !ia\.'  ii'r  t"  iiiv  fatf.  lie 
1111!-!  havr  Imtii  al'raiil,  I'.'iliaps  in-  i^  imiiip.'  in  iln'  inn.  I'"!' 
\>"]\\  niir  li(.r-t'-  wrrr  ih' !■'■  in  ill''  var<i  ihai  nH.rninii-.-" What 
an  ini-.\!i|ic;;!ili'  niv-hTv  ii  i- 1"  'i"  .sld  ■''.  ai'i>  '■  a  pau-i',  ■Snin- 
iianil>iili.-!M.  -nMinanil)i:li-!;i  I  1  nr\  n'  w alls>'il  in  my  -!i'''ii  but 
(tiicf  in  inv  liir.  ain!  llii'ii  I  wa  ■  iint  -i\  \car-  ■>M.  And  I  am 
tn  L">  niit  (if  lii:-,"  !ic  v.rnt  nil.  -'ril,iii.;'  lii-  '<<">'<  a'i'ain-t  tlic 
canli.  •and  lals^  wiili  nir  all  tin'  I'n.  nd-!iin  thai  th'iv  i-  in  the 
worhl.      Mii-t    1   die  tv.ici'  n\i  1'.  d-idiiiiiL:'  llic  I'm  iid-hi|i  that 

licplll    wiicll    Ui'    were    live    \  ra  I'>    nM.    ;;nd     ia-t'  d    thl-MllLdl    niir 

schoiil  lil'i'  ami  niif  -indi'iii  da\-  I      WIht-  :-   l-'ri'di'Tic  ? 

"TIk'  traps  lilli'd  his  eye--.  W'l'  cI'.W'j:  iihiiv  ciu.-cly  tu  a 
S(.'ntiiiu'iit  than  tn  mir  life  it   -cfn;- I 

"■Let  lis  u'l  in  aLiiiiii,"  he  ,-aid  :  "I  wniil'i  vailn'i'  lie  in  my 
cell.  I  don't  nn'an  thiin  to  -I'c  nir  i-rviii::-.  I  -!ia!l  ii'i  hravcly 
to  luv  death,  hilt  1  cannot  play  \\\f  Ii'To  in  mm-hii  and  out 
oi  soason.  and  I  (onfi-ss  that  1  am  -orry  to  have  my  life  my 
fair  life,  and  my  ynntli.  1  did  iini  slrrp  la.-t  nriht  :  1  ff- 
meinbort'd  places  alioiit  my  hoiin'  wi.cn  1  wa-  a  ihild;  I  saw 
uivsclf  rnnninLr  aixnit  in  the  nnadou-.  ;»  i-haM-  it  \va'>  the 
moniories  of  thos(>  fields  that  led  to  my  niin. —  1  had  a  future 
iiefore  nie"  I  he  intemqit' il  him-eil).  'A  ilt;:' n  men.  a  ~uh- 
lieulenant  who  will  .ry.  '■Ileadv!  nivM'iit  !  lire:"  a  roll  of 
drums,  and  di-uraee  !  that  is  my  finun'  now!  AliI  there  is 
a  (led,  there  is  a  <iod,  or  all  tlii-  we.uld  he  ton  iion-eiwieal." 

"'riieii  he  jxrasped  my  arm.  put  lii>  arm-  ahout  iiie,  and  held 
me  ti^ditly  in  him. 

" '.\h  !  vou  are  the  la-t  human  -oul  lo  wiieuii  1  i-au  pour 
out  mv  soul.  )'"u  will  he  free  aLrain  I  ^'ou  will  see  your 
mother!  I  do  not  know  wheiher  you  are  rieh  oj-  poor,  hut  no 
matter  for  that,  vou  an'  all  the  world  for  nie.     .     .     .     Tliey 
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oa,in.,i  ;  ..,,  ,1,„  ,i..i„,„.  „p  fnrrv.r,  \V,.||  and  u,„m!  ,h.-n 
"'""  "'">  '"^"-  l-^'--  :;'•  I-  l!.:nn;,N.  If  ,„v  mutluT  .ur- 
^.^-.u.di.aMr.,,,,,,^.  „rn,v,|..M!,.v.,„  u-,||fi„,l  iH.pout 
;'";.'  ♦'"  her  -Mr  w,,,   innn,.,.,!."  „,  ,.„„,f,„-i    Imt      Sh..  will 

'"■"•^':,r"-"  '"'  "'"   '■"•     ■'   ^''^'"  "'•'"' '-^i^  u-.'ll.  but 

.V">i  w,ll  rarry   ,„v  la-t    Inuk   to  1„t:  vo„   >h,l|   ,„li   1,,,^  i,,,,, 

^';^;""^^V""-'^'^t  t>i<mlul„„„  I  ..^.,l,r,H,.,ll,..f,„v  I  ,Im.,1 

,  'V'""  ;^''?"   '"^"'"  •'■■""•  '"^    1 '■  ""'i'<''--  v-n   who  hav. 

>oodn,vrnoT,.lat_th..IaM:-  H,  wa~  .Lnt  fnp  a  mo„,ont  or 
\''"-  ""•  '"'"i"'!  "f  i.i<  inr.,„nn,s  .,..„„.,]  too  l„,,vv  for  him 
'"  b,.ar.  'Il.n.  ,1,,.,.  ,,„  ,„  ...a.^r^rs  lo  „,...-  h.'said.  "tho 
"th.Ts,u|..on-and  ih.  ,„.„.  an.!  <  I-v  all  siirink  fn,,,,  m.  in 

""""■  I'M  I'"-  v.,„.  ,„,v  innrH-,.,,.-,.  must  rmiain  a  socret  be- 
\W'rn  ii!c  and  licavcn." 

"I  vouvd  to  f„l(;i  ,,i.  !,.,  ,,i.,,„,  ^,,  ,^  ^^,,.^,„,  ^,j_^^^^^^_     j^^ 

^•"  '""  !"•.'"•"',  "■•"•  ""•  '"  !'<"'•  ^n,d  «-a.  to,„.h..d  hv  ,„v 
^7''\-^  !■"!'■  '.".■•  t'..  .,.di„.  .an,,,  ha.k  (o  tak.  hin, 
tX'fon'  the  coiirt-niariMl  a-ain.      ![,■  wa^  doomed 

-I  know  n,.,lnn,-„!  ,h,.  f„nna!i,i.~  ..,■  .-inMnnManr..  that 
attend  a  ^Mn,n,v.,n!,i.  kind:  !  dn  not  kn..u-  «-lu>th..r  there 
1-^  nnv  ,,,,„,,,_  „,„.  „.,,„,,,,,,,  _,^  _  ^.^^^^^_^^  surirron-s  .h.f.nce  was 

.nado  an.-nnn;.  t..  n,!o  and  (,n....d,.nt.  h„l  ho  prepared  to  fro 
to  h,.  donth  oarlv  on  tho  niormw.  and  >port  that  ni^^ht  in 
wntmir  to  his  nmilior. 

"  -We  shall  hoth  ho  ,et  froo  to-dav."  ho  >aid.  sniilin-.  when  I 
wen  thonox,  ,h,v,o..ohnn.  'The  ^-noral  has  signed  vour 
pardon.  1  hear. 

-1  ^aid  notlun-  and  -azori  at  hi.n  to  on,.,-avo  h,s  features 
on  my  menmrv. 

"A  hM.k  of  loaiinn^  en^-M.!  hi.  fa.-e.  and  he  said.  -J  have 
U.e„am,MTaMee„ward:  All  ni.ht  hm^  |  i„vo  l,oen  prann. 
^''^' :';'■>"■'"-''■'• 'i"''''-,-"  and  he  !o,,k.dronml  Ins  erdl  "¥0^ 
'!':■  ^'■/^■'■■"  ">'•  -I  !>••"!.'.!  w„h  de-pair.  1  rel.oHod  against 
this.  I  have  been  thronirh  the  nm-i  f.a,f„!  j,,,var,l  r.„„.!j,., 
■,,•     ■      '  "■»^^i!">'-     .     .     .      X,.w  I  am  thinking  of  Mhat 

"^''^'7  "■'"  ^"^" '■'  "— ^'-'^-'a^-  i^  !i!- a  puanent  tha,  we  put 
on.     1  nuisi  e,,dee..nt!wo  my  d.^alh \nd  so  .    .    .' " 
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A    DOUULK    liKriillUTION 


"Oh  I  do  not  toll  us  ;iny  niorcl"  cricJ  tho  j^irl  wiio  had 
ankcd  for  the  story,  cutting'  s'lirt  the  Xurcni!H'r;:<T.  "I  want 
to  livf  in  susjit'iiso,  ami  to  Ix'lifvc  t'.iat  In-  was  saved.  II  1 
wcro  to  know  to-ni^'ht  that  they  shot  him.  1  should  not  sleep. 
You  must  tell  me  the  rest  to-morrow." 

We  rose.  M.  Hermann  otTered  hi-  arm  i<>  my  fair  neijrh- 
bor.  who  asked  as  she  took  it.  "They  shut  him.  did  they  not?" 

"Yes.     1  was  there." 

"What,  iiKmsieur.  you  eould " 

"He  wished  it.  madame.  It  i.-  sninelhiie---  very  Ldiastly  to 
attt'nd  the  funeral  <>f  a  livin^^  man.  your  dun  friend  who  is 
not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  \'>  liis  (liari.'!'.  The  pnor  young 
fellow  never  took  his  eyes  oil'  me.  He  seemed  to  have  no  life 
but  mine  l.-ft.  Tie  wished."  he  said,  'that  1  should  he.ir  his 
last  sigh  to  his  mother."  "" 

"Well  and  did  you  S(>e  her!'" 

"After  the  Peaee  of  Aiuiens  I  wont  to  Franoe  to  take  the 
glad  tidings  Tie  was  innoceiit  !"  That  pilgrinuigo  was  like  a 
sacred  dutv  laid  upon  nu\  I'.ut  Mmo.  Magnan  was  dead.  I 
found;  she  had  died  of  eonsumpuon.  1  hurned  the  letter 
I  had  hrought  for  her.  not  without  deep  emotion.  Perhaps 
vou  will  laugh  a;  my  (lerman  high-ilown  ^entimonlality ;  but 
"for  mo  there  was  a  tragedy  most  sulilimely  sad  in  the  eternal 
silence  which  was  about  to  swallow  up  those  farewells  ut- 
tered in  vain  from  one  grave  to  another  <:rave.  and  heard  by 
none,  like  the  cry  of  some  traveler  in  tho  desert  surprised  by 
a  beast  of  prov.'" 

Here  J  broke  in  with  a  "How  if  .-ome  one  were  to  bring 
you  face  to  face  with  one  of  the  men  iu  this  drawing-room, 
and  say.  "There  is  tho  murderer!"  would  not  that  be  another 
tragodv?     .\nd  what  would  you  do?"" 
M.  ilermann  took  up  his  hat  and  went. 
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saul     h,;  lady      ".J„st   look  a,   TaiihTer:  tluT.  h.  ,iu  in  a 

su..h  ,„n.t  self^p,.sesHo„  as  ,ha..  atVr  a  s.orv  that  nu.st  1  :  :^ 
boon  torture   to  h,m.      He  looks  c,„ite   patriarchal,   .loos   he 

ntriii,iii\  .      I   (wclamit'd. 

'•\V)i.v  notr-  an.l  with  the  aiula-ity  rarelv  lackin^r  i„  ,vo- 
.  ..nkn„l   w   .n  o,..„s,„n   (..npts.  or  n,r>ns,tv  -.ets  th,-  better 
of  l.er   ,„v  fa,r  nn.hhor  wen,  across  to  the-ar,„v-eontraci;:r 

tViH  V      ,,."*■"  ',"  ''^'""""y-  ^I-  Taillefer?"  quoth  she. 

lailieferall  but  dropped  his  saucer. 

"I.  inadaiiie:-' — Xo,  never." 

'•Why    what   is  that  you  are  sayin-.  Taillefer?"  protested 
tl";  banker,  ch.nun,^  in.     '-Vou   were  ,n  the  Wa-^rL,   ea,n 
pa.^n   wen;  you  not_.,n  the  vie,ualit,.  es.abH.^hn.rntV' 
Oh  yes!    answered  Taillef-r:  -J  was  th.-re.  that  onee  " 
\mi  an'  wron^^  ,,bout   him;  he  is  a  -ood  sort  of  man" 
decided  the  lady  when  she  eatne  haek  to  m.. 
r  w  II'^.  "■'■"'/"'•'  '  '"  '">-^"lf-  '-'-r-re  this  evening,  is  over 
hiding.-        '  ""■■'^""  '"'  ^^'  "'*^  ""-  -   -^^^^  J-  i' 

There  is  a  phenomenon  of  consciousness  that  takes  place 
a        beneath  our  .yes.  ^ 

''•  ■'  "'  .^'■'    ''<■'•<■  ^nv  a^loundn,.^  d.  ;  M,.  beneath  it.     Two  men 

rLr  "  "•""i"^-"'""  ^^■'-  ''-^-  --  eau.e  ,o  d.sdain  " 
Ha,(  each  otlyr:  perliaps  one  of  then,  knows  something 
whten  ,s  not  to  the  eredit  of  the  oth-r:  ,>erhaps  it  is  a  nd^ 
t  on  o  ,hn.,s  that  ,s  kept  a  secret;  pe;.haps\m.  ,,f  2^^^^^^^ 
n.d,aH,,ape,.,e;bu,   l.,thofthemare^ 

he>   know  .t.  thev  ar.  watehin,^  ea.-h  oth.-r  and  ab^orbed^^ 

ach  0  her;  son.e  ..ubtle  .m.anation  of  th.ir  thought  seem      o 

distil  from  every  look  and  gesture;  they  have  a  n,agnet  c  i,^- 
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flii'Micf.  N'nr  run  I  \r]\  \v!ii(li  li.i-  i!ic  inun-  powiT  "f  attiac- 
I  jnii — ri\cii-c  Mf  rriiin',  ha!  rill  ..j-  r.itii'-iii|'t.  I.ikr  sdiiic  i)rir,-t 
wliii  ciiiuiwi  cMii-iM  rati>  til''  linn-f  \vh"i-i-  a:i  (\il  spirit  al)iilr.-. 
ihi'  tv.ii  arr  i!!  af  ••a^r  ami  ^n-|>iiinii~ ;  mic  df  ih' mi.  it  i-  lni"il 
to  sav  wliiili.  i-  |Hi!itr.  aii'l  iIh'  kiImt  -ullni:  niic  uf  tin  ii 
turn-  pale  nr  ml.  ami  tin'  nihrr  tri'tiilili'-.  atiil  it  i-fti'ti  iiap- 
pcns  that  the  aviaiLTr  i<  fjaitc  a-  inwanllv  as  tin'  victim. 
Kit  vcrv  fr\v  (if  i;-  have  tlir  mrsc  \n  i-aiiM'  pain.  r\iai  if  it  i- 
nccrssarv  pain,  ami  inanv  a  man  pa-scs  over  a  matter  or  for- 
^ive^  from  slitcr  liatr<>il  of  fuss  or  drcail  nf  malaiijr  n  tragical 

SCCIU'. 

With  tliis  intcr-siisccptiiiility  nf  niimis.  ami  apprcheiisive- 
ncv- of  thoiiaht  ami  fcfliiiL'.  tlirr-'  hcLMii  a  m\-lt'rioiis  ,-Ir\ij:irli> 
hctwivii  tin-  army-contraitor  anil  nn'.  l-".vcr  >inc('  niy  intcr- 
ruptioii  of  M.  Ill  rmaiiii'-^  >tnrv  Iw  had  >hnniic(i  my  oycs. 
Perhaps  in  like  manm'r  he  hioki  d  mme  nf  thi-  partv  in  the 
faei'.  Ilf  was  ehattini:  iH'W  with  the  inexprriciiced  Fannv. 
tli(!  i)anker"s  daiiL'liter;  jirolialily.  liki'  all  criminals,  he  felt 
a  longing  to  take  shelter  with  innnccncc.  as  if  the  mere  prox- 
imity of  innocence  might  lirin'_r  him  peace  for  a  littl(>.  Rut 
though  I  stood  on  the  other  side  ..f  the  ronin.  I  still  listened  to 
all  that  he  said;  my  direct  ua/.e  ta-cinand  him.  When  he 
thought  he  could  glance  iit  me  in  lurn.  unnotiecd.  our  eyed 
met.  and  his  evdid-  fell  ihreetly,  'raiilefer  found  thi>  torture 
intolerable,  and  ha.-lened  \n  pu;  a  -Ino  i  -  ;l  hv  lietakiiig  liim- 
self  to  a  eard.-ialile.  1  Itacked  In-  eppmient.  hoping  to  l<ise 
inv  nionev.  It  fell  out  a>  1  had  wi-lied.  The  other  player 
left  the  tahle,  1  eul  in.  and  the  guilty  man  and  I  were  now 
face  to  face. 

'•Monsieur."  I  said,  as  he  ocal!  the  cards,  "wi!!  you  be  so 
good  as  to  hegiii  a  fresh  seore?""  lie  swept  his  counters  from 
right  to  left  somewhat  ha-lilv.  d'he  lady,  my  neighbor  at 
dinner,  passed  ii\  ;  1  gave  her  a  -iL'tiilieant  glance. 

"M.  Frederic  Taillefer."  I  a-ked.  addres-inL'  niv  opponent, 
"are  von  related  to  a  family  in  I'.cauvai-  with  whom  I  am 
well  aci|uainled  'r" 

"Yes,  sir."     lie  let  the  cards  fall,  turned  pale,  hid  his  face 


'If IK  i{i:i»  r\\  ,^, 

in  hi«  li;in(]s.  Ij^'^rrf,,]  „ri(.  ,,f  i,; ,  i      i         ./..,. 

him.  .,„,!  „.sr,  '  '^"'''  "•  """'•  ""■  ?"""•  f"r 

is  \(iiir  licliavior  \iTv  nicrfiCiil  V    i,        i     , 
the  car,|.|„l,l,.,  .!„,.,.  I       1        l"    ,' '"/"^-l- •>»  '  ■•"*  from 

h^lHi'ir;:;;;™,;;'  :;i;rs:w,'", ^-^ "-ran 

or  (ln,]\-^    w  ,       •   '"''''■^^''■'"  wall  man's  justice 

0/liu- as  «-,.||_."    •  '  ""  ''"'  ''■"""■  ""■  osccutioner-s 

;;Vc.u  l,au.  ,„a,l,.  ,„e  ,l,i„k;-  ,,,,  answered 

-;- .00.  aM,K/,™,,n;,,,;\;;„ ,  ^:rX"„l:te 

iliat  IS  Mile.  Virtorinc  Taillffer '•' 

.o,l;:::?;;;;"j;;s-:;::;-"^'^-^'-w--,,he...he 

what  iato  '  V  '■'"■-l""K  her  ojuoation  some- 

«c^.eher  sh;„s:^i:-r,:-,ft:zf  ^ 

-=  f—^  'laiiUisomo — auti  very  rich!"  '  '    "  ' 
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A  sardonic  smilo  w(<nt  wiili  l!i<'  words  .Tii-^t  as  she  spoke, 
we  heard  loin!  cries  tli:it  -irnu'd  !"  i  "HH'  rrdiii  nn  adjoiiiinu' 
room;  stifl.d  lli()Uf.'li  tlicv  were,  tiny  .•eliued  I'aintlv  throii-rh 
the  garden. 

"Is  not  ih:ir  M.  'I'aillefer's  vuiee?"  I  ii-k'Ml.  We  l.ntli  lis- 
tened intently  to  the  sounds,  and  frari'iil  ^'I'mui-  rraehed  our 
ears.  Just  then  our  liostoss  hurried  towards  u-  ,iiid  closed 
the  window. 

"Let  us  avoid  seones."  she  said  to  u-^.  "If  Mile.  Taillefor 
were  to  hear  her  father,  it  wte.dd  lie  i|iiite  eiiouuh  to  M'lid  her 
into  a  fit  of  hysterics." 

The  banker  came  hack  to  the  drawiii_r-r)Miii.  l.,oki'<l  for 
Victorine,  ami  spoke  a  few  low  word-  i:i  her  r.iv.  'I'lie  .ixirl 
spranjr  at  oiuo  towards  the  door  with  an  cxclaiiiation.  and 
vani.-hed.  '['his  produced  a  ^ivat  smsatiou.  'I'lio  card-partiea 
broke  up:  every  one  a^keij  his  nei-liiior  what  l\ad  happened. 
The  buzz  of  talk  ;:rew  louder,  and  jrroujis  were  formed. 

"lias  M.  Taillefer ':"  I  In-aii. 

"Killed  himself?"  put  in  my  >arca.-tii-  friend.  "You  would 
wear  mournin^i:  for  him  wii'i  a  li,,dit  heart.  I  can  soe." 
"But  what  can  have  happened  to  hiinr"' 
"Poor  nianl"  (it  was  liie  lady  of  the  hou>e  who  spoke) 
"he  sutlers  from  a  complaint — 1  'nnt>t  recollect  the  name  of 
it,  though  .M.  Jkousson  ha:,  told  me  al)out  it  often  enough— 
and  l.e  has  just  had  a  s<i/.ure."' 

"What  kind  of  cumpiaim  is  n'f"  a.-kcd  an  examining  mag- 
istrate suddenly. 

"Oh,  it  is  something  (ireadtul,"  she  answered;  "and  the 
doctors  can  do  uoihing  for  him.  The  agony  mll^l  b  ■  terrible. 
Taillefer  had  a  sei/ure.  1  remember,  once,  poor  man.  wlien  he 
was  staving  with  ii.-  in  the  country.  1  was  obliged  to  go  to 
a  neighbor's  house  .-o  as  not  to  hear  him;  hi>  -iineks  are 
fearful;  he  tries  1')  kill  liimself:  hi;:  daughter  luul  to  have 
kirn  put  into  a  ^trait-wai-leoal  and  tied  down  to  Ins  l)ed. 
Pour  man!  he  .says  there  are  live  creatures  in  his  head  gnaw- 
ing his  brain;  it  is  a  horrible,  sawing,  .-hooting  pain  that 
throbs  through  every  nerve,     lie  sulfers  so  fearfully  with  hia 
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hea.l  tli;ii  Ur  ,!„!  n.,t  f.vl  th,.  Mi-tcr-  tli.it  they  umhI  to  ni.|.!v 

ut  om-  Iiriic  i,>  .Ir.iu   ihc  inllamiiiation  :  l.ut   m".  I'.ruusson    his 

pri'seiit  (lo.tnr.   rorl.,h!.-  ih,-   !:,■  ,,.x.   that   it   i.  m-rvuu.'  in- 

tlaiiiniution,  aiai  put  '    eh,  -  nti  tli.'  ilimat.  aii-i  a[r|.|i.'s  lautla- 

"'""  '"  "'"  '"•■"■'  •  ■""!■  ""l'''l.  H.Mr  ^\u^  iM-an  tin.-  trcatmont 

"'"■  """•■'^^   l'''^"   '"'"    I'-    fnqii.ni:     ..■   ~.^U„u    l.a-    thorn 
oil. ■II,  r  i|i;,,i  ,,,„,.  ;,  _\,,,,._  j,|  ,1,,,  1.,,,.  .,11, III,,,,      -^yji,,!!  ,1^,  ^^^^^ 

"\'Tun...,ftl,r-..s..,ziirr-:.  Tai!^^..^a^^i^  >>;,,,  tiiat  hr  w„„ld 
'■^'ihrr  Ih.  i.n.k.ii  .,11  ih..  whr.l  than  <'iHlurr  such  a-onv  a,i,'ain." 
"'I'hat   l.Mik-  ,,.  if  1,..  siiir,n-.l  cniisid.Tahk:"  sai.l' a  stork- 
iir<ilM  I-,  ;hf  u  It  (,r  thc'  jiarl\ . 

••<)h:  la.-i  wMi-  hr  v.n  nearly  (IhmI.-  the  ladv  went  on. 
"lif  \v(  lit  a!,, I;,.  In  l,|.  (<.;iii:ry-h..u,-.'  on  xim,.  ur-.ait  l)usin(sa; 
there  ua-;  no  ..ne  at  haii.l  pcrliaps.  for  he  hiv  stiif  and  stark', 
like  one  ,|,.;i,|.  tor  tu-ei,!v-iu,,  hour>.  Thev  olilv  -ave.i  his  life 
In   a  -imMmi--  imt   hath." 

'•'I'hen  is  It  -oMie  kind  of  leianiis:'"  a>k.  d  the  stnrkhrokiT 
';'  •'"  ""'  -"""■■"  i-'liinied  .J-.,  "ile  has  had  the  cora- 
phiini  nearly  thmy  year-  it  ht-an  while  he  was  with  the 
Jirniy.  He  >ays  tliat  he  had  a  tall  on  a  hoat.  and  a  .j.linter 
ATot  nuo  hi-  in, id.  but  linai.-.M.n  hope,-,  i,,  riiiv  hiiii.  JVopIe 
say  that  in   Kn-land  they  have  r.amd  out  a  way  of  treating 

it  with  prus-ie  acid,  and  ihal  \ou  lani  no  risks ^ " 

A  shrill  cry.  h.iidcr  ilian  anv  d'  the  inveetlin''  one<  rant' 
thron,-h  the  hoii-e.  Th.-  h'uod  ran  cll'iii  onr  veins.  '  ° 
••I'here!"  ill,.  i,ankerV  wife  w.  mi  on,  "ihal  is  just  what  I 
wa-  e\[HMHn-  e\ery  monu'iit.  It  ,„ake.-  me  Mart  in  niv  chair 
and  fi-eep  throu-h  e-ery  nerve.  Dut  — it  is  an  extraordinary 
thm-:— poor  •i-ai!ieler.  MillVrm,::  such  i^nspeakahle  pain  a->  ho 
does.  ncNer  ,■;,„,  anv  ri-k  ol  hi-  life:  H,.  ,,„.s  and  drinks  aa 
usual  uhenev  r  he  lia>  a  little  re-piio  from  that  <,diastly  tor- 
""■'■■  ■  •  •  ■^''liiiiv  li.as  Mich  -:r:in-e  freaks.  S,,me  Gcr- 
'"'"'  ''"'■'"'■  '""■'■  '"!'!  lii'ii  ihat  it  was  a  kind  of  i:„„t  in  the 
head:  and  ISroiissonV  opinion  was  pretty  much  the  same." 

1  left  the  little  eronp  ah..iit  our  hoste'sv  and  went  out  with 
Mile.  TaiUefor.  A  servant  had  come  for  her.  She  waa 
crying. 


:iH» 
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"()}(.  iiiitn  Di>ii,  inon  Dun'"  slir  soblicil ;  "how  can  my 
fatlicr  have  (jllVinlril  licivtii  t.i  ili-i  r\r  .>iiili  .-iiiriTiii;.'  as  lliis? 
So  kind  as  he  is." 

1  \r(nt  iIhu  ii~hiir-  uiili  Ikt.  ;iiii!  -au  Ikt  intn  tlic  ciirriaj.'P ; 
luT  father  was  \\\\vj:  ilniihliii  up  msiilr  ii.  MUc.  Taillrl'tT 
tried  ti>  >iiiuthir  llic  ~MUiid  "1'  hi-r  l'ath(  i-V-  muatiiiiu'  l)v  (/ovcr- 
in^r  his  iiiniiih  uith  a  handki'rchirl".  I'iihickil\.  he  saw  me. 
and  Ins  draun  I'.ki'  MMMn.,]  fnrtlur  di>tnrtrd,  a  -crcaiii  of 
agony  nut  ihc  air,  he  ^'a\c  me  a  dreadful  look,  and  ihc  car- 
riage' started. 


That  ilinrier  parly  and  the  evening  that  fullowi'd  it  was  to 
exoreise  a  [lainfiil  inlliienc/  en  my  life  and  on  my  views. 
Honor  and  my  own  >eriip!i's  foiliade  mr  t,,  cMiinecl  mv>elf 
with  a  murdiTer.  no  matur  how  :_M..d  a  hu-hand  and  father 
he  might  l)e.  and  .-o  I  mii.-t  ni'ed>  fall  in  luv.'  with  Mile. 
Taillefer.  It  was  well-niL'h  ;m  redij.ic  huw  nfirn  chance  drew 
me  to  visit  at  houses  where  1  kiKw  I  might  met  t  \'ictorine. 
Again  and  a.-rain.  when  1  had  pledged  m\-elf  In  renounce  her 
society,  the  evening:  wnuld  find  nic  li'ivcnnLr  ahout  her.  The 
pleasures  nf  ihi-,  life  were  imincn-e.  It  u'a\e  tiie  color  of  an 
illicit  pas.>inn  in  ihi^  unforliiiidcn  l.ive,  and  a  chimerical  re- 
morse lilled  up  ihi'  meiiMir.'  ..f  mv  h!i.-s.  I  scorned  mv.self 
when  I  greeted  Taillefer,  it  l.y  accident  he  was  with  hi.^ 
daughter;  hut,  after  all,  1  hnwcd  in  him. 

L'liluekily,  in  fact,  \'ictorinc.  hcini:  sumcihiiii:  more  than 
a  pretty  ;;irl,  \wis  well  read,  charming,  and  uificd  in  no  small 
degree,  without  heing  in  the  least  a  hhu'  sto<-king.  without 
th<'  slighte-t  taint  of  aU'ectation.  'I'here  is  a  certain  reserve 
in  her  light  talk,  and  a  peti-ive  graeinu-ne-s  alinut  her  that 
no  one  could  resi-t.  She  liked  me,  or,  at  anv  rate,  she  allowed 
me  to  think  sn ;  there  was  a  ciiain  >inile  that  >he  kept  lur  nie ; 
for  me  ihe  tones  of  her  \oice  grew  -weeter  >till.  Oh  I  she 
cared  ahout  me.  l)ut  >he  wor.-lnped  her  father:  she  would 
praise  his  kindness  to  me.  his  gi'ntleness,  his  various  perfec- 
tions, ami  all  her  praises  were  like  so  many  daggers  thrust 
into  my  heart. 


?i' 
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At  lon^nh  I  all  hu,  l.,,,„n-  .„  a(T-...sorv  afl.T  th-  fn,  t  an 
accornp.oo  ,,.,!„.  ,,,„,.  u-h,,!,  ha,l  la„l  ,1...  fnnn.lat.,,;  of 
U..«..al,l,oM|,.r,„n,,,,      (wa-la,n,.,a.kf..rVu.,.,nn.-s 

looking'  tlnnn..,-  ami   pal.T  .l,an  I.t  u„n..      If.),,,  |,„i   ,,.,,„ 

r/'"  ",'"';",- '   ^i'"-"-   '   ■^'""'I'l   l.av..  I„.,.„   ,af,.;   I„„    n-w 

liolcnli.  '^  ""  '"■'  '■"'  '■"^"""'■''  "■'"'  -'•-"•oinary 
Kcarinp  Kst  my  scniplrs  won'  dr^^vn.mthv^  ,„,„  „  „,., 
nian.a  I  nvsnlv,.,!  t<,  ro„v..n..  a  SanlH.lrirn  <.f  ,.„„.n..|,r,..  that 
s  .o„l,l  „,.,  hav,.  I..,,  ,„n,,..r..d  vv„!,.  an,i  ..  ,o  „l.,ai„  some 
Mn  o„    Ins  ,,r.,l,|.,„  „,•  „,..  ,„,,,„,.  ^,,,„^.  ^,,,,,     ,„,,,,; 

lfK'M"-t,o„  haW  only  becoMK.  M.,nM.on,p!..  snuv  mv  n.tur;. 

frigid  w;';'';''VT'*''*'''-'''^^'''''''''''''''''^^ 

nl>.ho,n  1  hok..]  np.mas  „n,ah!y  ho,,..,.  .,,,„,„l,.n. 
.n,  honoral  ,..  I  ask-e.i  two  I.:„,|,sh,„..r,.  a  s.vn.tan-  ,o  th^ 
Kn^bapyan.ia    •nn,an:ar.,ir.dM,,,is,..r.,,,  ,,,^^^ 

■lIwMons  of  i„oxper,onc.s;  a  pri-st.  an  ..hl.Tlv  ,„a„  :  „,v  old 
grnmhan  a  sn„pK.-l„.ar.o.|  h.jn..  who  .av.  „„-  t!,.  h.^t  ac- 
count ol  l„s  n,ana^r,,„,„t  ,.r  ,„,.  ,„„,,,,,,  ,j^^^,  ,.^.^,^  ^^^^^^^,^_  ^^^^^ 

bfon  known  ,o  ..ve  in  the  annals  of  tl.;.  ]'alai>;  an  a^lvocato 
a  notary,  ai,.l  a  jud.,..-i„  short,  all  so.ial  opin.o,  s  n'r! 
rcim's..nt..d.  an.l  all  pra..t,cal  w,.lo,„.  W  i,ad  ho,,,  ' 
good  d,,,,,n-  .ood  talk,  and  a  d.,1  of  ,.,nh;  ,,,r,,,,,-,;; 
dcs.MTt  I  told  my  story  plainly  and  .s„„plv  (  snj.pnssin.r  the 
na.m.  01  ,„y  huiy-lovo).  and  a.^k.d  for  sound  ..o.lnsel       ^ 

of  law  '7    '",'^y"^''">-  '""^  '*■"  'lu.'.>t.on  a,s  if  it  wore  a  po,nt 
and  ;^;„    In  V'"  "'■"  "'"^  '^'''""-J-balls  hro„,d,t  round, 

the  Imllot  shall  he  scrupulously  observed  " 

cliSot""-"  '""°'"  ""  "'  """■■     •'"™  ■"-  "■"->■  "- 
•There  is  a  eontraet  to  draw  uj),-  iif  alleged 
Wme  had  had  a  qu,et,ng  elfeet  on  my  guardian;  indeed, 


i 
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it  cltarly  bohovcd  inc  to  find  a  jiuardian  for  him  if  he  was  to 
reach  his  hoiiii'  in  salVty. 

"I  see  how  it  is!"  1  said  to  iiiysi'lf.  "A  man  who  does  not 
give  me  an  opinion  is  telling  nie  pretty  forcibly  what  I  ought 
to  do."' 

There  was  a  general  movement  round  the  tal)k>.  A  land- 
owner, who  had  slll,'^(■rilJed  to  a  fi.iid  for  putting  a  headstone 
to  (I'cniM'ai  Foy's  grave  and  providing  for  his  family,  ex- 
claimed : 

■' 'Kven,  lis  virtue,  crime  hath  its  degrees.'" 

"Tile  habliK'r."  said  the  Minister  in  a  low  voice,  as  he 
niidge(l  my  clbuw. 

"Where  is  tiie  ditHculty ?"'  asked  a  duke,  whose  property 
consisted  of  lands  confiscated  from  Protestants  after  the 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Xantes. 

Tlic  advi.'jitc  rose  to  his  IVet. 

"In  law,"  opined  the  iiioutlipiece  of  Justice,  "the  case  before 
us  presents  no  dilliculiy  whati'ver.  Monsieur  le  Due  is  right! 
Is  I  lien'  not  a  statute  of  limitations?  Begin  co  inquire  into 
the  origins  of  a  fortune,  and  wliere  shouKl  we  all  of  us  be? 
This  is  a  matter  of  conscience,  and  not  of  law.  If  you  must 
drag  the  case  before  some  tribunal,  the  confessional  is  the 
proper  place  in  which  to  hear  it.'' 

And  the  Code  incarnate,  having  said  his  say,  sat  down  and 
drank  a  glass  of  champagne.  The  man  intrusted  with  the 
inttTjiretatiim  of  the  (iospel,  the  gi-od  priest,  spoke  ne.xt. 

"(lod  has  made  us  weak,"  he  said  with  decision.  "If  you 
love  the  criminal's  heiress,  marry  her;  but  C(.ntent  yourself 
with  her  niotiier"s  property,  and  give  her  father's  money  to 
the  poor." 

"Why,  in  all  likelihood  the  father  only  made  a  great  match 
because  he  had  made  money  lirst,"  cried  one  of  the  pitiless 
ijuibbiers  that  you  meet  with  overv  where.  "And  it  is  just  the 
same  with  every  little  bit  of  good  fortune — it  all  came  of  his 
crime  I" 

"The  fact  that  the  matter  can  be  discussed  is  enough  to 
decide  it  I    There  are  some  things  which  a  man  cannot  weigh 
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and  ponder,"  cried  mv  -uardui'-.  tliinking  to  enlighten  the 
assembly  by  this  piece  of  drunken  -ravity. 

"True!"'  said  tli.-  .<eerctary  to  the  Embassy. 

"True!"  exclaimed  the  priest,  eaeli  meaning  quite  differ- 
ently. 

A  doctrinaire,  who  escajjcd  being  elected  by  a  bare  hundred 
and  fifty  \nies  (uit  of  a  hundred  and  lifty-hve,  rose  next. 

'•Gentlemei),"  said  lie,  -ihis  jjhenomenal  manifestation  of 
tile  intellectual  nature  is  one  of  the  most  strongly  marked 
instances  of  an  exception  to  the  normal  condition  of  things 
the  rules  which  society  obeys.  The  decision,  therefore,  on  an 
abnormal  case  >hould  be  an  extemporaneous  efTort  of  the  con- 
science, a  sudden  conce])!ion,  a  delicate  discrimination  of 
the  inner  consciousness,  not  unlike  the  Hashes  of  insight  that 
constitute  perception  in  matters  of  taste.  ...  Let  us 
put  it  to  the  vote."' 

•'\es,  let  us  ])ut  it  to  the  vote,"  cried  the  rc^t  of  the  party. 

Each  was  provided  with  two  billiard-balls— one  white,  the 
other  red.  While,  the  color  of  virgimty.  was  to  proscribe 
marriage;  red  to  count  m  favor  of  it.  My  .scruples  prevented 
me  from  voting.  My  friends  being  seventeen  in  number,  nine 
made  a  decisive  majority.  We  grew  e.xeited  and  curious  as 
each  droi)ped  his  ball  into  tlie  iiarrow-nioutlied  wicker  basket, 
which  holds  the  numbered  balls  when  players  draw  for 
their  places  at  i)nol,  fur  there  was  a  certain  novelty  in  this 
pnicess  of  voting  l.y  ballot  on  a  nice  point  of  conduct.  When 
the  basket  was  turned  out  there  were  nine  white  balls.  To 
me  this  did  not  come  as  a  surprise;  but  it  occurred  to  ine  to 
count  up  the  young  men  of  my  own  age  among  this  Court 
of  Appeal.  Tiiere  were  exactly  nine  of  these  casuists;  one 
thought  had  been  in  all  their  minds. 

"Aha!  ■  1  said  to  myself,  "there  was  a  unanimous  feeling 
against  the  marriage  in  their  minds,  and  a  no  less  unanimous 
verdict  in  favor  of  it  among  the  rest !  Here  is  a  fix,  and  how 
am  I  to  get  out  r.f  it  r" 

"Where  does  the  father-in-law  live?"  one  of  my  school- 
fellows, less  crafty  than  the  rest,  asked  carelessly. 
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"There  is  no  longer  a  father-in-law  in  the  case!"  I  ex- 
claimed. ''A  while  ago  my  conscience  spoke  sulliciently 
plainly  to  make  your  verdict  siiperiliious.  And  if  it  sneaks 
more  uncertainly  to-day,  here  are  l!ie  inducements  that  led 
me  to  waver.  Here  is  the  tempter— this  letter  that  I  received 
two  months  ago;"  and  I  drew  a  card  from  my  pocket-book  and 
held  it  up. 

"You  are  reque.oted  to  be  present"  so  it  ran,  "at  the  funeral 
and  burial  service  of 

M.   jEAX-Fu^DfiRIC    T.ULLEFER 

of  the  firm  of  Taillcfrr  and  Companii,  ^'onwtime  contractor  of 
provisions  to  the  Army,  late  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  and  of  the  Order  of  the  (Joldcn  >>///■.  Captain  of  the 
First  Cotnpany  of  Grenadiers  of  the  Xational  Guard  Paris- 
who  died  on  May  1st,  at  his  house  in  the  Hue  Joubert.  The 
interment  will  take  place:'  ami  so  forth,  and  so  forth. 
"On  behalf  of,"  and  so  fortii. 

"What  am  1  to  do  now  ?"  I  continued,  ^l  will  just  put  the 
question  roughly  before  you.  There  is  unquestionably  a 
pool  oi  blood  on  Mile.  Taillefer-s  estates.  Her  father's  prop- 
erty IS  one  vast  Aceldama.  .  .  .  Granted!  But,  then. 
Prosper  Alagnan  has  no  representatives,  and  I  could  not  lind 
any  traces  of  the  family  of  the  pin-maker  who  was  murdered 
that  night  at  Andernach.  To  whom  should  the  fortune  be 
returned?  And  ought  it  all  to  be  returned?  Have  1  anv 
right  to  betray  a  secret  discovered  by  accident,  to  add  a 
severed  human  head  to  an  innocent  girfs  marriage  portion. 
to  give  her  ugly  dreams,  to  destroy  her  pleasant  illusions.  u> 
kill  the  father  she  loved  a  second'  time,  bv  telling  her  thai 
there  is  a  dark  stain  on  all  her  wealtli? 

"I  have  borrowed  a  Dictionary  of  Cases  of  Conscience  from 
an  old  ecclesiastic,  and  found  therein  no  solution  whatever  of 
my  doubts.     Can  you  make  a  religious  foundation  for  the 
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souls  of  Prospor  Mapnan  an.l  Walhonfor  and  Taillefer  now 
midway  throj'j:h  this  nineteenth  ccnturv  of  our;:?  And  as 
for  endowin-  ;,  diaritaM..  institution  oV  awardin<'  peri,>dip 
prizes  to  virtue— most  of  our  cliarital.lo  institutions  appear 
to  me  to  bo  liarlH.ring  seoundrels.  and  the  prize  of  virtue 
would  fall  to  the  ^'reatcst  ro^rues. 

"And  not  only  so.     Would  these  investments,  more  or  less 
pratifyinjr  to  vanity,  he  any  reparati..n?     And  is  it  mv  place 
to  make  any?    Then  I  am  in  love,  passionatelv  in  love      Mv 
love  has  come  to  be  my  life.    If,  without  anv  apparent  reason, 
I  propose  that   a  youn^'  •rirl,  accustomed  to  splendor  and 
t'legance,  and  a  life  abundant  in  all  the  luxuries  art  can  de- 
vise, a  girl   who   indolently  enjoys   Rossini's   nuisjo  at   the 
Bouffons.— if  t(,  Iht  I  should  propose  that   she  should  rob 
herself  of  fifteen  hundred  tliousand  francs  for  the  benefit  of 
aged  imbeciles  and  problematical  scrofuhi  patients,  she  would 
laugh  and  turn  her  back  upon  me.  or  her  confidante  would 
take  me  for  a  wag  who  makes  jokes  in  poor  taste.     If  in  an 
ecstasy  „f  love  I  extol  the  charms  of  humble  life  in  a  cottage 
by  the  Loire,  if  I  asK  her  to  give  up,  for  mv  sake,  her  life  in 
Tans,  il  would  bo  a  virtuous  life  to  begin  with,  and  probably 
would  end  in  a  sad  experience  for  me,  for  I  should  lose  the 
girl's  heart :  she  is  passionately  fond  of  dancing  and  of  pretty 
dresses,  and.  for  the  time  being,  of  me.     Enter  some  smart 
stripling  of  an  ofiicer  with  a  nicely  curled  moustache,  who 
shall  play  the  piano,  rave  about  Bvron,  and  mount  a 'horse 
gracefully,  and  I  shall  be  supplanted.     \Vliat  is  to  be  done? 
(ientlemen.  advise  me.  for  pitv's  ?ake?'' 

Then  one  of  the  party,  who  hitherto  had  not  breathed  a 
word,  the  p:nglishman  with  a  Puritanical  cast  of  face,  not  un- 
like the  father  of  Jeanie  Deans,  shrugged  his  shoulders 

"Idiot  that  you  were."  he  said.  "What  made  you  ask  him 
if  he  came  from  Beauvais?" 


Paris,  May  1S31. 
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